CHAPTER NO. 252 .

[ —
HOUSE BILL NO. 439
INTRODUCED BY H. ROBBINS, OBERG, REICHERT, GILLIGAN
IN THE HOUSE
January 27, 1979 - Introduced and referred to

Committee on Local Government.

February 15, 1979 Committee recommend bill
do pass. Report adopted.

February 16, 1979 Second reading, do pass.
February 19, 1979 Considered correctly engrossed.
Third reading, passed.

Transmitted to second house.

IN THE SENATE

February 20, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Local Government.
March 14, 1979 Committee recommend bill
be concurred in. Report adopted.
March 15, 1979 Second reading, concurred in.
March 17, 1979 Third reading, concurred in.

IN THE HOUSE

March 19, 1979 Returned from second house.
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TQ ALLOW THE GOVERNING

INTROGODUCED BY

BODY OF A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION WITH A POPULATION OF 10,000
OR LESS TO DISPENSE WITH A NONPARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION 1IN

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AMENDING SECTION T7-5-302s MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section T7-5-302y MCAs is amended to read:s
®7-5-302. MNonpartisan primary ballot and election. {1}

Except as otherwise provided in this sectiony a nonpartisan

primary election shall be conducted and canvassed and its

results returned in the same mamner as a partisan primary
etectione

(2} Ballots in @a nonpartisan primary election shal)
contain only the name of the candidate and the office to
which the candidate seeks election.

{3) Electors wvoting at a nonpartisan primary election
may vote for the number of candidates to be elected to each
office.

(4) {a) If the number of candidates to be entered on
the nonpartisan primary ballot for each offite does not
exceed twice the number of candidates to be elected for the

respective officess @ nonpartisan primary election shail not
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be held in that year and all candidates entered on the
nonpartisan primary ballot shall be considered nominated for
their respective offices and shall have their nawes placed
on the nonpartisan general election ballot.

{b) If the number of candidates to be entered on the
nonpartisan primary ballot for any particular office does
exceed twice the number of persons to be elected to that
offices a primary election shall be held for all offices to
be voted on at the general election.

(5% Candidaies for nominations equal to twice the
nusber to be elected at the nonpartisan general election for
that offices who receive the highest number of votes cast at
the nonpartisan primary or nominees determined under
subsection (4) are nowminees for office and shall have their
names entered on the nonpartisan general election ballote.

tot——in——nunicipatities—witi——o-populotion-of-3y560-0r
tessvy—a-primsary-etection—is——net—required--end-—cendidetes
shati-—heave-—their——nones--entered—on——the-generoi—-election
batiot-by—f iding-a-dectaretionof-nominetion—npot—tater—-then
5~ -pefiv-~48-~days--before-—the--dote——of-—the—alectienv In_a
pelitical subdivision with a population of 10:000 ‘or lesse
the _governing bedy may detersine that a primacy need potb be
bheld if:

{a} the pumber of candidates for an office exgesds
twige _the  pumber Lo be gslected %o that office in no more

—am ; ,}-‘
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACY TO ALLOW THE GOVERNING

INTRODUCED BY A,

BODY OF A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION WITH A POPULATION OF 10,000
DR LESS TO DISPENSE WITH A NONPARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION 1IN

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AMENDING SECTION 7-5-302¢ MCA."

BE ET ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section T-5-302y HMNCAy is ssended to read:
"7-5-302. Nonpartisan primary ballot and election. (1)

Except as otherwise provided in this sectiony, a2 nonpartisan

primary election shall be conducted and canvassed and its

results returned in the same mapner as a partisan primary
elections

(2) Ballots in a nonpartisan primary election shall
contain only the name of the candidete and the office to
which the candidate seeks electione

{3) Electors voting at a nonpartisan primary election
may vote for the number of candidates to be elected to each
officee

{%) (a) If the number of candidates to be entered on
the nonpartisan primsary ballot for each office does not
exceed twice the number of candidates to be elected for the

respective officess a nonpartisan primary election shall not
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be held in that year and all candidates entered on the
nonpartisan primary ballot shall be considered nominated for
their respective offices and shall have their names placed
on the nonpartisan general election ballote

{b) If the number of candidates to be entered on the
nonpartisan primary ballot for any particular office does
exceed twice the nusber of persons to be elected to that
offices a primdry election shall be held for all offices to
be voted on at the general electione

{5) Candidates for nomination, squal to twice the
number to be elected at the nonpartisan general election for
that officer who recelive the highast number of votes cast at
the nonpartisan primary or nominees determined under
subsection (4) are nominees for office and shall have thelir
names entered on the nonpartisan general election ballot.

tor—in—nunicipotities—witir—o-popietion—eof-3¢500-0or
Fesav-a-prinery-etection—is—net-—reguired-—ond--condidotes
shaly—-heve——~their--nones--entered—on—the-gonerei-clection
potrot-by-fiting—o-dectarstion—eof-nosinetion-not—teter——then
S5—-petiv-—48--days——before-—the—~date—of-~the—eteectiony In a

litical bdivisi it lati f _10.000 1

held if;

twice the nusbar to bhe slected ta that office in no more

-2- f-/‘/f, 4’15?
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HOUSE BILL NO. 439

INTRODUCED BY He ROBBINSe OBERGy REICHERTy GILLIGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO ALLOW THE GOVERNING
30DY OF A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION WITH A POPULATION OF 10000
JR LESS 7O DISPENSE WITH A NONPARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION N

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AMENDING SECTION T-5-302+ MCAL®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA:
Section L. Section T-5-302s MCA+ is amended to read:
"7-5-302. Nonpartisan primary ballot and election. (1}

Except as otherwise provided in this sections a nonpartisan

primary election shall be conducted and canvassed and its

results returned in the same mManner as A partisan primary
elections

{2} Ballots in a nonpartisan primary election shall
contain only the name of the candidate and the office <o
#hicn the candidate seeks election.

{3) Electors voting at & nonpartisan primary election
may vote for the number of candidates to be c¢lacted to each
office.

{4} (3) If the number of candidates to be enternd on
the nonpartisan primary ballot for each office does not
exceed twice the number of candidates to be electerd for the

respective officess a nonpartisan primary election shall not
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be held in that year and all candidates entered on the
nonpartisan primary osllot shall be considered nominated for
their respective offices and shall have their names placed
on the nonpartisan general election ballot.

(b) IfF the nurber of candidates to be entered on the
nonpartisan priaary ballot Ffor any particular office does
exceed twice the number of persons to be elected to that
offices a primary election shall be held for all offices to
be voted on at the general electione

(5) Candidatés for nominationy equal to twice the
nusber to be elected at the nonpartisan genera) election for
that offices who receive the highest number of votes cast at

the nonpartisan primary or nominees determined under
subsection (4} are nominees for office and shall have their
names entered on the nonpartisan general election ballot.

t6t--in--municipotities—-with--e-pepuietion-of-3¢508-0or
}estvy-a-prrmary-etection--+s--not--required--and--candidates
shall--have--therr--nomes--entered--on--the-general-election
batiot-by-fiting-a-dectsration-of-nomination-not-tater--then
S—-pems--40--days--before--the—-date-—of--the-edeertions In_a
political subdivision with a populatico of 19,000 _or _lesse
the_ _yayerping. body may determine_that 2 primary need oot be
peld_if:

fal_ the oupber of _caondidates _for 2o _office exceeds

twice _the _number _to be elected to that gffice in oo _more
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than_oac-half of the offices on the halloti

th)__the ousbur of candidates is excess of _twice _the
ousber 319 be elected is oot more than one for aoy ocffice on
thae balleti and

fe)__the ygoverning.body passes _a. _resolution oot _sore
shan__1 _days_ _after the. .close of filiog by casdidates_foc
sleckigo stating. that a prigacy clection ored ool be__helde™

-End-~
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