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March 14, 1979

March 16, 1979

March 20, 1979

CHAPTER NO. -1

HOUSE BILL NO. 424

INTRODUCED BY

YARDLEY

IN THE HOUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill
do pass as amended.
Report adopted.

Printed and placed on
members' desks.

Second reading, do pass.
Considered correctly engrossed.
On motion taken from engrossing

and referred to second reading.

Second reading, do pass
as amended.

Correctly engrossed.

Third reading, passed.
Transmitted to second house.

IN THE SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Business and
Industry.

Committee recommend bill be
concurred in as amended.
Report adopted.

Second reading, concurred in.

Third reading, concurred in
as amended.



March 21,

March 22,

March 29,

March 30,

1979

1979

1979

1979

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from second house.
Concurred in as amended.

On motion consideration
passed until the 71st
Legislative Day.

Second reading, amendments
adopted.

Third reading, amendments
adopted. Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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Aoras s we. 429
INTRODUCED BY /Mg

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: WAN ACT TO REVISE THE

TELEVISION DISTRICY LANWS3 PERNITTING THE CREATIONs
ALTERATIONy OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY TYHE RESIDENTSe
CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BONDSs
ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED YO OWNERSHIP OF TELEVISION
SETSy AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT VAXESS
AMENDING SECTIONS T-13-2503, T-13-2510y T-13-2522
T-13-2523¢ T-13-252Ty T-13-2529¢ T-13-2541s AND T-13-2542,

MCA.*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section T-13-2503¢ MCAy is amended to read:
w7-13-2503. Petition to create district. (L) A

petition to form a district shall be presented to the county

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any
portion of the area is situatede Petitions shall be signed
by owners——of-television—sets-within-the—proposed-districty
equat-+n-number-to-—not——tess—cthen at least 513 of the
registered electors who are swrers—of-tetevision-—sets—within
residents of the proposed districte

{2) The petition shall state the objects of the

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and
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the approximate number of people to be benefited thereby and
shall contain a brief description of the proposed system,
including type of constructiones location. and approxisate
cost of the installations It shall also state that the
proposed district will be conducive to the public interests
conveniencey and necessity. It shall request that it be
organized as a television district.”

Sectiocn 2. Section 7-13-2510¢ MCAe is amended to read:

»7-13-2510. Powars of districte A television district
organized under this parte acting through its board of
trustees herein provided fores may:

{1) perfora all the acts and take all the necessary or
proper steps to assure that there will be a faire efficient,
and equitable distribution of television services within the
area in order that all persons within such service area
shall be supplied by means of an appropriate electrical or
electronic system for television program distributions such
authorized system to provide such flexibility as to permit
radical improvements in technical quality without rendering
inoperative receivers thereines but discontinvance of service
by the district for improvemsents or repairs for a -temporary
period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative;

{2) if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the
objects of this parts acquires builds constructs repairs

oury maintaine and operate any necessary stations

w HE AT
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transmitting simultaneous visual and aural signals intended
to be received by the general publicy relay stationse pickup
stationses or any other necessary electrical or electronic
system;

{3) make contracts to compensate any owner of land or
other property for the use of such property for the purposas
of this part;

{4} make contracts with the United Statess any state
or municipalityy, or any department or agency of those
entities for carrying out the general purposes for which the
district is formed;

(5) acquires by giftes devise. bequest, Tleaser or
purchasey real and personal propertye tangible or
intangibles including Tlands.s rigbts—of-uay: and easementsy
necessary or convenient for its purposes:

(6) to make contracts of any Yawful nature (including
labor contracts or those for eaployees® benefits) and employ
enginearss laboratory personnals attorneyss other technical
or professional assistantsy and any other assistants or
employees necessary to carry out the provisions of this
part;

(7) issue warrantse payable at the time stated
thereins to evidence the obligation to repay money borrowed
or any other obligbtion incurred by the districts warrants

so issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the boards not
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to--exceed--5k-per-yeary payable annually or semiannually as

tha board wmay prescribe;

{8) contract indebtedness or DOTrow money for
corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be
repaid from rates and chargess bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding 6% IX per annum payable semiannuallye the
bonds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest;

{9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services
throughout the area in accordance with the provisions of
this partj

(10) prescribe such installation or ready—-to-serve
charges to be used for any costs connected with preparations
acquisitions or construction of the system; and

{11} apply fores accepts and be the holder of any permit
or license issued by or required under federal or state
Tawe"™

Section 3. Section T-13-2522+ MCAs is amended to read:

*7-13-2522« Qualifications for trustee. Each of sard
trustees shall bte a resident aend-owner of a-television-set
from—within the district.”

Section 4. Section T-13-2523¢ MCAy is amended to read:

»7-13-2523., Term of offices ({1} The trustees sG
appointed upon creation of such district shall be appointed
for staggered terms of ly 2y and 3 yearse If more than one

county is involveds one of said trustees shall be appointed

.#-



10
1
12
13
14
15
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0963/01

from the county having—the-least-nunber—of--tetevision——sets
that--witt—-be—benefited——by——sueh—distriet contajning that
portion of the district with the fowsst residentse and such
trustee shall be given the 3-year term. Said trustees so
appointed shall hold office for the term of thelr respective
appointment or until their successors are appointed and
qualifieds

(2} At the end of the respective terms of said
trusteesy the board of county commissioners shall appoint a
new trustee for a 3-year term."

Section Se Section T-13-2527¢ MCAe is amended to read:

"7-13-2527« List of tetevision-—ouners ouners _of
residences or proparity ownerse (1} A copy of the order
creating the district shall be delivered to the county
assessor of each county within the district.

{2) The assessor shalles on or before August 1 of any
given years prepare and certify a ltist of all persens—owning
tetevision-sets owpners of residences withip the districts if
ascertaipables ore if pot ascectainables all property owpers

within such district and deliver a copy of such list to the
board of trustees of said district.”
Section 6e Section T-13-2529s MCAe+ is amended to read:
»7-13-2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpayerss (1)
The taxpayers in the television district who do not receive

the signal of the television translator station or who
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receive direct reception from the television station from
which the television translator repeats a signal or receive
service through the wmedius of a community antenna system
xbich does not  recelys its sigoals from the television
translator _station .and on which they are a subscriber in
good standing will be exempt from the payment of the tax for
the support of the television districte provided they file
an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above
wmentionede The affidavit shall be filed with the board of
trusteess who shéll upon the recelpt of such affidavit have
the names of such persons so exempted from the tax stricken
from the list of taxpayers certified to the board of county
commissionerss The exempted parsons shall not be liable for
such taxe

{2) Any person or persons who shall sake a false or
fraudulent claim for exemption as provided in this section
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor."

Section T« Section 7-13-2541s MCAs is amended to read:

"7-13-2541« Procedure to annex contiguous arease The
boundaries of a television district created by authority of
this part may be altered and ocutlying areas be annexed from
territory contiguous thereto in the following manner:

(1} A petition shall be signed by owners-of-tetrevision
sets-within-the-proposed-asreasv-equal-in-nusber-to-—not-—-Iess

then at _legast 51X of the registered electors who are owners

v HB 434
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of-tetevinion-sets——within residants of the area to be
annexeds

{2} The petition shall designate the boundaries of the
contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be annexed to
the existing television districte.

(3) The petition shall be transmitted to the clerk and
recorders and the hearlng and notice thereof shall be the
same as provided by T-13-2504% through 7-13-2%07.

(4) After the hear knge the board of county
commissioners shall adopt a resolution either annexing the
area to the existing television district or danying the
petition.®

Section 8. Section T-13-2542¢ MCAy is amended to read:

"7-13-2542« Procedure to abapdoﬂ districts (1} If at
any time a petition for abandonment of the television
districtes signed by owners-of--television—sets-—within -the
diatriet-—equal-—in-——number—to-not-ess-then at least 513 of
the registared electors who are owners—-—-of-—television-—sets
residents of the districte is filed with the board of
trusteess the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the
board or boards of county cosmissioners which created the
districte Such board or boards of county commissioners shalt
by resolution imsediately declare the district abandoned.

{2) All: propesties and money rewmaining after the

satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned

7=
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district shall be deposited to the credit of the general
fund of the countye If the abandoned district embraced areas
in more than one countys properties and mopey remaining
after the satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such
abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the
general funds of such counties in proportion to the number
of-teteavision-sets populatiop of the poriion of the district
located in each county which-were-served-by-the-district.”

—End-
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Approved by Committes

on Judiciary
HOUSE BILL NO. 424
INTRODUCED BY YARDLEY
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO REVISE THE

TELEVISION DISTRICT LAWS: PERMITTING THE CREATIONe
ALTERATIONs OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE RESIDENTS,
CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BOMDS.
ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP OF TELEVISION
SETSe AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES;
AMENDING SECTIONS T7-13-2503¢ 7-13-2510» T-13-2522«
7-13-2523¢ T-13-252Ts T-13-2529¢ 7-13-2%541s AND T-13-2542,

MCAe"™

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section T7-13-2503, MCAs is amended to read:
"T-13-2503. Petition to create districte {L) A

patition to form a district shall be presented to the county

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any
portion of the area is situatede. Petitions shall be signed
by ownera--of-televiston-sets-within-the-proposed-districty
engat-+n-nomber-to--not--tess--ehan ar__Jleast S51% of the
registered electors who are ewners-of-televiastomn-sets-withn
residepts of the proposed districts

(2} TYhe petition shall state the objects of the

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and
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the approximate number of people to be benefited thereby and
shall contain a brief description of the proposed systemy
including type of constructions locations and approximate
cost of the installatione It shall also state that the
proposed district will be conducive to the public interests
conveniences and necessitys It shall request that it be
organized as a television districte®

Section 2. Section 7-13-2510¢ MLAs is amended to read:

*7-13-2510. Powers of districte A television district
organized under this party acting through its board of
trustees harein provided fors may:

(1) perform atl the acts and take all the necessary or
proper steps to assure that there will be a fairy afficienty
and equitable distribution of television services within the
area in order that all persons within such service area
shall be supplied by means of an appropriate electrical or
electronic system for television program distributions such
authorized system to provide such flexibility as to permit
radical improvesents in technical quality without rendering
inopcrative receivers thereins but discontinuance of service
by the district for improvements or repairs for a temporary
period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative;

{2) if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the
objects of this parte acguires bhuilds constructes repairy
OWNe maintaing and

operate any necessary stations

-2~ HB 424
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transmitting sisultaneous visual and aural signals intended
to be received by the general publice relay stationss pickup
stationse oOF any other necessary electrical or electronic
system;

[3) wmake contracts to compensate any owner of tand or
other property for the use of such property for the purposes
of this part;

{4} wmake contracts with the United Statess any state
or municipalityy or any department or agency of those
entities for carrying out the general purposes for which the
district is formed;

(5} acquires by gifte deviser bequests 1leases or
purchases real and personal propertys tangible or
intangibles Including landss rights-of-wayes and easementss
necessary or convenient for itsrpurposes5

(6) to make contracts of any lawful nature (including
labor contracts or those for employees® benefits) and employ
engineerss laboratory personnels attorneyss other technical
or professional assistantsy and any other assistants or
employees necessary to carry out the provisions of this
part;

(7) issue warrantss payable at the time stated
thereins to evidence the obligation to repay aoney borrowed
or any other obligation incurred by the districtes warrants

so issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the board. not

-3- HB 424
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to--exceed--5k-par-yeery payable annually or semiannually as
the board may prescribe;

{8) contract indebtedness or beorrow money for
corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be
repaid from rates and chargess bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding 6% JX per annum payable semiannuallys the
bonds not to be so0ld for less than par and accrued interest;

(9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services
throuahout the area in accordance with the provisions of
this part;

(10) prescribe such instaliation or ready-to-serve
charges to be used for any costs connected with preparations
acquisitions or construction of the system; and

{11} apply fore accepts and be the holder of any permit
or license issued by or required under federal or state
1awe™

Section 3. Section T-13-2522+ MCAs is amended to read:

®7-13-2522. Qualifications for trustee. Each of said
trustees shall be a resident and-owner of a-televisron—set
from-within the districte.”

Section 4« Section 7-13-2523s MCA,s is5s amended to read:

*7-13-2523, Term of offices (1} The trustees so
appointed upon creation of such district shall be appointed
for staqyered terms of le¢ 2« and 3 yvearse If more than one

county is involveds one of said trustees shall be appointed

~4- HA 424
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from the county heving-the-tesst-number-of-—tetevision-——sets
thak-—-witt--be--benefited-—by--sueh-distriet cqntaining that
portion of the district with the fewest residentss and such
trustee shall be given the 3-year term. Said trustees so
appointed shall hold office for the term of their respective
appointment or until their swuccessors are appointed and
gualifiede

(2) At the end of the respective terms of said
trusteess the board of county commissioners shall appoint a
new trustee for a 3-year terme™

Section %« Section T-13-252Ts MCAy is amended to read:

"7-13-2527« List of tetevision-—ovners owners _of
residences sr-property-owners. (1) A copy of the order
creating the district shall be delivered to the county
assessor of each county within the districte.

{2} The assessor shalls on or hefore Auqust 1 of any
jiven years prepare and certify a list of all perseons-owning
tetrvision-asees guners of residences within-the-districty—i$
nagerteipabiey-—ory-if-not-nacertainobies-aii-property-owners
within sweh THE district and deliver a copy of such list to
the board of trustees of said districte™

Section bs Section T-13-2529y MCAy is amended to read:

"7-13-2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpaverss. {1}
The taxpayers in ine television district who do not receive

the signal of the television translator station or who

-5~ HB 424
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receive direct reception from the television station from
which the television translator repeats a signal or receive
service through the wmedium of a community antenna system
which does pot__receive its .signals from the teleyisign
trapslator .stotion and on which they are a subscriber in
good standing will be exempt froas the payment of the tax for
the support of the television districte provided they file
an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above
mentionede The affidavit shall be filed with the board of
trusteess who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit have
the names of such persons so exempted from the tax stricken
from the list of taxpayers certified to the board of county
commissionerse The exempted persons shall not be liable for
such taxe

{2y Any person or persons who shall make a false or
fraudulent claim for exemption as provided in this section
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.”

Section T« Section T-13-254ls MCA, is amended to resd:

"7-13-254le Procedure to annex contiguous areas. The
boundaries of a television district created by authority of
this part may be altered and outltying areas be annexed from
territory contiguous thereto in the following manner:

{1} A petition shall be signed by owners—of-tetrevision
sets-within-the-proposed-arear-equsi-in-number-to--not--tess

then at_least 51% of the registered electors who are owners

6= HE 424
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of-television-sets-~-withén residents of the area to be
annexeds.

{Z) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the
contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be annexed to
the existing television districte

{3) The petition shall be transmitted to the clerk and
recorders and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the
same as provided by T-13-2504 through T-13-2507.

{4} After the hearings the board of county
commissioners shall adopt a resolution either annexing the
area to the existing television district or denying the
petition.”

Section Be Section T-13-2542e MCA» is amended to read:

"T-13-2542. Procedure to abandon district. (1) If at
any time a petition for abandonsent of the television
districty signed by owners-of--television--sets-—within-—the
district-~equal-~ita-—-number—-te-not-+ess-thsn at_least 51% of
the registered electors who are owners--of--teltevision-—sets
residents of the districts is filed with the board of
trusteess the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the
board or boards of county commissioners which created the
districte Such board or boards of county commissioners shall
by resolution immediately declare the district abandoned.

(2} AVl properties and money remaining after the

satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned

-7- HB 424
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district shall be deposited to the <credit of the general
fund of the county. If the abandoned district embraced areas
in more than one countys properties and money remaining
after the satisfaction of all debts and cobligations of such
abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the
general funds of such counties in proportion to the nomber
of-tetevision-sets population of the portion_of the district
located in each county which-were-served-by-the-district.”

-End-

-8- HB 424
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HOUSE BILL NO. 424
INTRODUCED BY YARDLEY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACYT TO REVISE THE
TELEVISION DISTRICT LANS; PERMITTING THE CREATION,
ALTERATIONs OR OISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE RESIDENTS,
CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BONDSe
ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP OF TVELEVISION
SETSsy AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES;
AMENDING SECTIONS T-13-2503, 7-13-2510» T-13-2522,
T-13-2523¢ T-13-252Ts T-13-2529¢ T=13-2541+ AND T-13-2542,

MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le. Section T-13-2503s MLA, is amended to read:
*"T-13-2503. Petition to create districte {1) A

petition to form a district shall be presented to the county

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any
portion of the area is situatede Petitions shall be signed
by owners——of-television-sete-within-the-proposed-distriecty
equeal-in-number~to--not--tess--than at__least 51X of the
registered electors who are owners-of-television-sets-within
residents _gf the proposed districte

{2) The petition shall state the objects of the

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and

-
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the approximate number of peoplie to be benefited thereby and
shall contain a brief description of the proposed systeme
inctuding type of constructions locations and approximate
cost of the instaltations It shall also state that the
proposed district will be conducive to the'publlc intereste
conveniences and necessity. It shall request that it be
organizad as a television district.”

Section 2. Section T-13-2510s MCAs is amended to read:

"7-13-2510. Powers of district. A television district
organized under this parts acting through Its board of
trustees herein provided fors may:

{1) perform all the acts and take all the necessary or
proper steps to assure that there will be a fairy efficient,
and equitable distribution of television services within the
area in order that all persons within such service area
shatl be supplied by means of an appropriate electrical or
electronic system for television program distributiony such
authorized system to provide such flexibility as to permit
radical improvements in technical quatity without rendering
inoperative receivers thereines but discontinuance of service
by the district for improvements or repairs for a temporary
period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative;

{2) if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the
objects of this partes acquiree builde constructs repairy

oWNge maintaine and operate any necessary stations

-2- HB 424
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transmitting sisultaneous visual and aural signals intended
to be received by the general publice reday stationss pickup
stationss of any other necessary etectrical! or electronic
system;

{3) make contracts to compensate any owner of land or
other property for the use of such property for the purposes
of this part;

{4} make contracts with the United Statess any state
or municipalitys or any department or agency of those
entities for carrying out the general purposes for which the
district is foreed;

(5) acquires by gifte devisers beguests leaser or
purchases real and personal propertys tangibte or
intangibles Including landse rights-of-ways and sasementse
necessary or convenient for its purposes; )

(5) to make contracts of any lawful nature (including
Jabor contracts or those for employees® benefits) and employ
engineerse laboratory personnels attorneyss other technical
or professional assistantss and any othaer assistants or
employees necessary to carry out the provisions of this
part;

(7Y issue warrantss payable at the time stated
thereine to evidence the obligation to repay money borrowed
or any other obligation incurred by the districtes warrants

50 issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the boardsy not

-3~ HB 424
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to-~exceed-~5N-per-yeory payable annually or semiannually as
the board may prescribe;

{8) contract indebtedness or borrow money for
corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be
repaid from rates and chargess bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding &% I3 per annum payable semiannually, the
ponds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest;

{9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services
throughout the area in accordance with the provisions of
this parts

{10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve
charges to be used for any costs connected with preparations
acquisitions or construction of the system; and

{L1) apply fore accepts and be the holder of any permit
or license issued by or required under federal or state
law™

Section 3. Section T-13-2522+ MCAy is amended to read”

*T-33-2522. Qualifications for trustee. Each of said
trustees shall be a resident and-ewner Of s-television-set
from-within the district.”

Section #. Section 7-12-2523s MCAr is amended to read:

"7-13-2523. Term of officee (1} The trustees s
appointed wupon creation of such district shall be appointed
for staggered terms of 1e 2+ and 3 yearss. If more than one

county is involveds one of said trustees shall be appointed

-4~ HB 424
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from the county heving-the-}east-number—of-—tetevision——sets
that-—~witi-—be—benefited—-by-—sueh-distriet caontaining that
portion of the district with the fewest residentss and such
trustee shall be given the 3-year terms. 5a3id trustees so
appointed shall hold office for the term of their respective
appointment or until their successors are appointed and
qualifiede

{2) At the end of the respective terms of said
trusteesy the board of county commissioners shall appoint a
new trustee for a 3-year terme®

Section Se Section T-13-252T7, MCAy is amended to read:

»T-13-252T7. List of totevision--owners guners _of
resjdences sr-property-owners. (L) A copy of the order
creating the district shall be delivered to the county
assessor of each county within the districte

{2) The assessor shalls on or before August 1 of any
Jiven years prepare and certify a list of all persens—owning

teltevision-sets guners of residences within-the-districty-$f

within sweh JTHE district and deliver a copy of such list to

the board of trustees of said district.”
Section &« Section 7-13-2529y MCAs is amended tec read:
»7-13-2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpayerss (1)
The taxpayers in the television district who do not receive

the signal of the television translator station or who
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receive direct reception from the television station from
which the television translator repeats a signal or receive
service through the medium of a comsunity antenna system
shich does oot _receive its sigoals from the teleyisien
translator _station _and on which they ar; a3 subscriber in
good standing will be exempt from the payment of the tax for
ihe support of the television districte provided they file
an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above
mentioneds The affidavit shall be filed with the board of
trusteess who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit have
the names of such persons so exempted from the tax stricken
from the list of taxpayers certified to the board of county
commissioners. The exempted persons shall not be liable for
such taxe

(2) Any person or persons who shall make a false or
fraudulent clain for exemption as provided in this section
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.®

Section T« Section 7-13-254le MCAs is amended to read:

"7-13-2541s Procedure to annex contiguous arease The
boundaries of a television district created by authority of
this part may be altered and outlying areas be anﬁe:ed from
territory contiguous thereto in the following manner:

(1} A petition shall be signed by owners-of-teteviston
sets-uithén-ehe-propesed-ereav-eqae*-in-nu-ber-ﬁo—-neﬁ--}ess

then at least 51X of the registered electors who are owaers

-6- HB 424
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of-tetevision-sets--within gesideonts of the area to be
annexeade

{2) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the
contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be annexed to
the existing television districte.

{3) The petition shall be transmitted to the clerk and
recorders and the hearing and notice thereof shall ba the
same as provided by 7-13-2504 through 7-13-2507.

{4) after the hearings the board of county
comissioners shall adopt a resolution either annexing the
area to the existing television district or denying the
petition,™

Section 8« Section T-13-2542y NCA» is amended to read:

®71-13-2542. Procedure to abandon districte (1) If at
any time a petition for abandonment of the teI;vlsion
district- signed by owners-of--television--sets--within-~the
district--equot--in--number-to-not-}ess-then at_least SiXx of
the registered etectors who are owners--of--television——-gsets
casidonts. of the districty s Ffiled with the board of
trusteess the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the
board or boards of county commissioners which created the
districte Such board or boards of county commissioners shall
by resolution immediately declare the district abandoned.

{2) A1} properties and money remaining after the

satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned

-1~ HB 424
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district shall be deposited to the credit of the general
fund of the county. If the abandoned district embraced areas
in more than one countys properties and money remaining
after the satisfaction of a!l debts and obligations of such
abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the
general funds of such counties in proportion to the number
of-tetevision-sets pogulation of the portiop of the district
lacated in each county which-were-served-by—the-district."”
-End-

-8- HB 424
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HOUSE BILL NOe 424

INTRODUCED BY YARDLEY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT 7O REVISE THE
TELEVISION DISTRICY LANS; PERMITTING THE CREATION,
ALTERATIONs OR DISSOLUTION OF A OISTRICT 8Y THE RESIDENTS,
CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BONDS,
ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED FO QWNERSHIP OF TELEVISION
SETSs AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-2503, 7-13-2510, T-13-2522»
7-13-2523¢ T7-13-252Ts F-13-2529¢ T-13-2541¢ AND T-13-2542¢

MCAW™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l« Section T-13-2503s MLAe is amended to read:
"T-13-2503«. Peatition to create districte {1) A

petition to form a district shall be presented to the county

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any
portion of the area is situatede Patitions shall be signed
by owners--ef-tetavisron-seta-within-the-proposed-districey
equat-in-number-to--not--tess—-than at_ least 51X of the
registered electors who are owners-of-televiston-sets—within
resjidents _of the proposed districte

{2) The petition shal} state the objects of the

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and
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the approximate number of people tc be benefited thereby and
shall contain a brief description of the proposed systeme
including typea of constructions ltocations and approximate
cost of the instaliations It shall alsc state that the
proposed district will be conducive to the public intaerests
conveniencar and necessity. It shall request that it bhe
organized as a talevision districte®

Section 2. Section 7-13-2510y MCAs is amended to read:

"7-13-2510« Powers of districts A television district
organized under tﬁis parts acting through its board of
trustees herein provided fore. may:

{1} perform all the acts and take all the necessary or
proper steps to assure that there wil) be a faire efficionts
and equitable distribution of television services within the
area in order that all persons within such service area
shaltl be supplied by means of an appropriate electrical or
electronic system for television program distributions such
authorized system to provide such flexibility as to permit
radical improvements In technical quality without rendering
inoperative receivers thereins but discontinuance of service
by the district for improvements or repairs for a temporary
period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative;

{2} if necessary or proper in the furtherancte of the
objects of this parte acquires builide <constructe repairs

owne maintaine and operate any necessary stations

-2- SECOND PRINTING HB 424
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transmitting simultaneocus visuadl and aural signals intended
to be received by the general publicy relay stationss pickup
stationse Or any other necessary electrical or etectronic
system;

{3} wsake contracts to compensate any owner of land or
other property for the use of such property for the purposes
of this part;

{4} make contracts with the United Statese any state
ar municipalitys or any department or agency of those
entities for carrying out the genaral purposes for which the
district is formed;

Teaser or

{5) acquires by gifty devisesr bequests

purchases real and personal propertys tangible or

intangibles including Jandse rights-of-ways and sdsements.

necassary or convenient for its purposes; ’

{6} to make contracts of any lawful nature (including
labor contracts or those for employees® benefits) and employ
engineerss laboratory personnels attorneyss other technical
or professional assistantss and any other assistants or
employees necCessary to carry out the provisions of this
part;

(7} issue warrantse payable at the time stated
thereine *0 evidence the obligation to repay money borrowed
or any other obligation incurred by the districte warrants

so issued to draw interest at a8 rate fixed by the boarde not

-3~ HB 424
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to--enceed-—-5L-per-yetry payable annually or semiannually as
the board may prescribe;
borrow money for

{8) contract indebtedness or

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds thérefor to be
repaid from rates and chargess bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding 68 JIX per annum payable semiannuallys the
bonds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest;

{?) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services
throughout the area in accordance with the provisions of
this part;

{10) prescribe suth installation or ready—-to-serve
charges to be used for any costs connected with preparations
acquisitions or construction of the system; and

(11) apply fore accepts and be the holder of any permit
or license issued by or required under federal or state
Tawe™

Section 3. Section T-13-2522, MCA+ is amended to read:

*7-13-2522. Qualifications for trusteee. Each of sai-
trusteas shall be a resident and-ewner of a-television-set
from-withdn the district.”

Section 4« Section T~13-2523s MCAe is amended to read:

®7-13-2523. Term of officees {1} The trustees so
appointed upon creation of such district shall be appointed

for staggered terms of le¢ 2+ and 3 years. If more than one

county is involvede one of said trustees shall be appointed

-ty HB 424
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from the county having-the-tesst-number-of-—tetlevision--sets
thet-—witt-~be--benefited--by--such-distr+et gontajining that
portjion of the district with the fewest residentse and such
trustee shall be given the 3-year terme Said trustees so
appointed shall hold office for the term of their respective
appointment or until their successors are appointed and
qualifieds

{2) At the end of the respective terms of said
trusteess the board of county commissioners shall appoint a
new trustee for a 3-year terme"

Section Se. Section 7-13-252T7+ MCAs is amended to read:

"7-13-2527« List of teteviston—owners gunars__af
residences sr-aroperty-ownerss (1) A copy of the order
creating the district shall be delivered to the county
assessor of each county within the districte

(2) The assessor shalls on or before August 1 of any
given years prepare and certify a list of all persons-owning
tetevisten-sets owners of residances within-the-districty-if
asce —apy—if— -
within suweh IHE district and deliver a copy of such list to
the board of trustees of said district."

Section-6v--Section-F~-13-2529v-NEAv—is-amended-to-reads

B3-13-2529e-~Exemption-for-nonbenefited-taxpoyersv--£i}
Fhe-toxpayers-in-the-tetlevision-distriect-who-do-not--receive

the-—signal--of--the—-television——-transiotor-—stetion-or-whe
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receive-direct-reception-from—the——tetevision—station--from
whiehr--the-tetevision-transiateor-repeats-eo-signai—or-receive

service-through-the-medive-of--o-—conmunity——ontenna——aysten

sronsintor-stetion-and-on—which—they——ere—-s—-subseriber——in
good-stending-witi-be—exempt—Ffron-the-peyment-of-the—tex-for
the—-support—of-the-television-districty-provided-they-filte
an—eoffidavit—sotting—fortir—any—of-—the-—grounds——shove

« mantionadv—Fhe——offidevit—ohotit-be-fited-with—-the-boord-of

trusteesy-who~sholi-upon-the-receipt-of-such-affidovit-~have
the--nones—of -such-persons-so—exeapted—Ffrom—the—tax—stricken
froo—the-Hst-of—texpeyers-certified-to-the-boord-of——county
commissionersv——Fhe—exenpted-persons—sheii-not-be—-Hodie-Ffor
sueh—taxe

t2)-—Any-person—-or-persons—-who-sheit-sske——o— fedse—eor
frondutent—etoin——for-exesption-as-provided-in-this—section
shoti-be-guitty-of-a-nisdepesnore®

Section 6« Section T-13-2541y MCAs is amended to read:

"7-13-2541s Procedure to annex contiguous areass The
boundaries of a television district created by authority of
this part wmay be altered and outlying areas be annexed from
territory contiguous thereto in the following manner:

{1) A petition shall be signed by owners—-ef-teltevisien
sets——within--the-preposed-aresv-equet—in-number-to-not-tess

ehean a3t least 51X of the registered electors who are owners

-6~ HB 424



© @ = VM W N e

- e g e e e e g
@O =« o w & W N w g

[
L]

21
22
23
24
25

HB 0424/03

of——tetevivion—sets—-withién residents of the area to be
annexeds

(2) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the
contiguous area to be amnexed and ask that it be annexed to
the existing television district.

{3) The petition shall be transmitted to the clerk and
recordery and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the
same as provided by T-13-2504 through 7-13-2507.

(&) After the hearings the board of county
coawissioners shall adopt » resolution either annexing the
area to the existing television district or denying the
petition.”

Section T« Section T-13-2542¢ NCAe is amended to readt

*7-13-2542. Procedure to abandon district. (11 If at
any time a petition for abandonment of the tetevision
districts signed by owners—-—of-television—sets—within—the
district—equel-in-nunber-to-not-Jess-then at__lgast 51% of
the registered electors who are cwners—of-television—sets
residengts of the districts is filed with the board of
trusteese the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the
board or boards of county commissioners which created the
districte Such board or boards of county commissioners shall
by resolution ismediately declare the district abandoned.

(2) A1l properties and money resaining after the

satisfaction of 211 debts and obligations of such abandoned

- HB 424
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district shall be deposited to the credit of the general
fund of the countye. 1f the abandoned district embraced areas
in more than one countys properties and woney remaining
after the satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such
abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the
general funds of such counties in proportion to the nusber
of-tetevision-sets population of the portion of the district
located in each county which-were-served-by--the-—district.™

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NG« 424

INTRODUCED B8Y YARDLEY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "aN ACT TO REVISE THE
TELEVISION  DISTRICT  LAWS;  PERMITTING THE  CREATION,
ALTERATION, OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT 8Y THE RESIDENTS,
CHANGING  THE  INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS ANO  BONDS,
ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP OF TELEVISION
SETSs AND EtAREF¥EING-—FHE--EXEMPFIONS-—FAGH-BISTRICF-FARES
AUTHORIZING A DISTRICY JO PROVIDE AND FINANCE EM _TRANSLAIOR
SERYICES __UPON __ PETIYIQON:  AMENDING SECTIONS T-13-25034
7-13-2510¢ T-13-2522+ 7T-13-2523¢  7-13-2527s  1-13-2528a
#-13-2529y J-13-252%s T-13-2541l4y AND T-13-2542, MCAL_AND
BEPEALING CHAPTER 13a LANS QF 1979.%

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 7-13-2503s MCAs is amended to read:
®"7-13-2503, Petition to create districts (1} A

petition to form a district shall be presented to the county

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any
portion of the area is situated. Petitions shall be signed
by owners--of-televiston-sets-within-the-proposed-districey
equat-+n-number-to--not~-tess--then at__least %1% of the
registered electors who are owners-of-teltevision-sets-within

residents_of the proposed districte
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{2) The petition shall state the objects of the
district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and
the approximate number of people to be benefited thereby and
shall contain a brief description of the proposed systems
including type of constructions locations and approximate
cost of the installations It shall also state that the
proposed district will be conducive to the public interests
conveniences and necessitye. It shall request that it be
organized as a television districte"™

Section 2« Section 7-13-2510y MCAe iS amended to read:

®7-13-25%10. Powers of districts. A television district
organized under th{s parts acting through its beard of
trustees herein provided fors, may:

(1} perform a1l the acts and take all the necessary or
proper steps to assure that there will be a fairy efficiente
and equitable distribution of television services within the
area in order that all persons within such service area
shall be supplied by wmeans of an appropriate electrical or
electronit systen for television program distributions such
authorized system to provide such flexibility as to permit
radical improvements in technical quality without rendering
inoperative receivers thereiny but discontinuance of service
by the district for improvemsents or repairs for a temporary
period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative;

{2}y if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the

"2 REFERENCE B LLHP %24
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objects of this parts acquires builds constructs repairs
owne maintains . and operate any necassary stations
transmitting simultaneous visual and aural sianals intended
to be received by the general publics relay stationss pickup
stationse or any other necessary electrical or electronic
system;

(3) make contracts to compensate any owner of land or
other property for the use of such property for the purposes
of this part;

{4) make contracts with the United Statess any state
or municipalitys or any department or agency of those
entities for carrying out the general purposes for which the
district is formed;

(5) acquires by gifts devises bequests leases or
purchases real and personal propertys tangible or
intangibles including landss rights-of-ways and easementss
necessary or convenient for its purposes;

{6) to make contracts of any lawful nature ({including
labor contracts or those for employees® benefits) and employ
engineersy laboratory personnels attorneyss other technicatl
or professional assistantss and any other assistants or
empioyees necessary to carry out the provisions of this
oart;

(1) 1ssue  warrantsy payable at the time stated

thereins to evidence the ohligdation to repay money borrowed
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or any other obligation incurred by the districts warrants
sn issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the boards not
to--exceed--5R-per-yeary payable annually or semiannually as
the board may prescribe;

{8) contract indebtedness or borrow money for
cerporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be
repaid from rates and chargessy bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding 6% I3 per annum payable semiannuallys the
bonds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest;

{9} prescribe tax rates for the providing of services
throughout the area in accordance with the provisions of
this part;

{10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve
charges to be used for any costs connected with preparations
acquisitions or construction of the system; and

{11) apply fors accepts and be the holder of any permit
or license issued by or required under federal or state
tawel AND

{123 __PROYIDE FM TRANSLATOR SERYICES IF__AUTHORIZED _AS
PROYIDED IN [SECTION 10]a"

Section 3. Section T-13-2%22+ MCAs is amended to read:

"T-13-2%22. WQualifications for trusteee fach of said
trustees shall be a resident and-owner of a—-television--set
from-—withtn the districte™

Section 4. Section 7-13-2523% MCAe is amended to read:

-4 HB 424
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*7-13-2523. Term of officee (1) The trustees so
appointa¢ upon creation of such district shall be appointed
for staygered terms of ls 2+ and 3 years. If more than one
county is involveds one of said trustees shall be appointed
from the county having-the-least-number—of-televigion-sets
that-witi-be-benefited--by-—such-~-d+st, et coptaining.  that
portion _of the district with the fawest residents. and such
trustee shall be given the 3-year terms Said trustees so
appointed shall hold office for the term of their respective
appointment or wuntil their successors are appointed and
qualifiede

{2) At the end of the respective terms of said
trusteess the board of county commissioners shall appoint a
new trustee for a 3-year term."

Section 5« Section T-13-252T7+ MCAy is amended to read:

"7-13-252Te« List of <¢eleviston- -owners owpers___gof
residences ar--property--gupers. (1) A copy of the order
creating the district shall be delivered to the county
assessor of each county within the districtes IE_A QISIRILT
1S _AUTHORIZEQD YO PROYIDE FM IRANSLAIOGR SERYICESs A _COPY_ _QOf
IHE__RESQLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERYICES SHALL BE DELIVERED
ID_THE COUNTY ASSESSOR_DE _EACH COUNTY WITHIN_ _ItE_ _DISIRICI.

t2) The assessor shallsy on or before Auqust 1 of any
given yeary prepare and certify a list of a1l persons-owning

teteviston-sets gupers _of residenoces within-the-dratrrcty-zf
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ascectainsbier-ory-if-not-sacertainabiaz-aii-property-owners
within sweh [HE district and deliver a copy of such list to
the board of trustees of said districte”
Seetion-6u--Seetion-1-13-2529v-MEAv-+3-omended—to-resd+
23-13-2529e~-Exemption-for-nonbenefited-taxpayersy--ti}y
Fhe-~-texpayers-itn-the-televiston-district-who-do-not-receive
the-signet-cft-—the--tetevision--transtator--station--or--who
recerve--direct--reception——-from—the-teltevision-station-from
which~the-tetevision-transtiotor-repeasts-a-signet-or--recevrve
service--throvgh--the--mediom--of-e-communtty-sntenna-system
wbich-dos3-not--recetye--ity-—aignats--from-——the--tetevisian
:ggn;1gggz::a;a:igé;:§u§—-on---héeh-they-are—e—subserébef-&n
goed-standing-wiii-be-exempt-from—the-payment-of-the—tox-for
the-sepport-of-the-teltevisron-districty-provided-—they-—fite
en---affrdavit--seteing--forevh--any--of--the--gqrounds--above
mentionedv-Fhe-affidavit-shatti-be-firied-with--the--board--of
trusteesy--who-shotl-upon-the-receipt-of-such-affidavit—have
the-names-of-such-persons-so-exenpted-from-the-tox--sericken
from--the-}ist-of-taxpoyers-certified-to-the-bhoard-of-county
commrassvonersvy-Fhe-exempted-persons-shati-not-be-}vebie-—-for
such—texw
t2y--Any--person--or--persons-who-shatl-make-o-fatse-or
froavdutent-cloair-for-exemptiton-es-provided-+n--this--section

sheti-be-qus+ity-of-a-miademeanors™

SECTION . _SECTION 7-13-2528e MCAs 1S _AMENDED TO READ:

-b- HB 424
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"T-13-2528. Financial administration of districtes (1)
The board of trustees shalls froa se+d aoy !ist se prepared
by the county assessor as_required by 71-13-2527+ resove the
names of any persons who have claiaed exemption under this
part and shall prepare a budget for the expenses for the
next yeare.

{2) The budgets together with the list of such persons
residing in the district and subject to the special tax
after all exemptions have been allowed as provided in this
parts shall be presented by September ! to the board of
county commissionerss who shall levy the tax requested by
said trustees. The board shall levy such tax in accordance
with the request herein mentionede. o _preparing the budgets
the board of trustees sball_msaiotaio _separate hudgets. for
television services and for fM trapslater services aod shall

soecify _tbe tax _fo be levied op property owpners for_these

SerYicass The tax shall be certified to the county clerk and
recorder and entered on the assessment books as against such
persons and collected by the county treasurer as all other
taxes are collected.

i3 The county treasurer shall be the treasurer for
saig district and hold said taxess as collectedsy in a
separate fund to be disbursed by him upon warrants drawn by
the trusteesy ot least two of whom shall sign any warrant

for the disbursement of such funds by the county treasurer.”™
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SECIION Ts SECTION 7-13-2529. MCAs 15 AMENOED TO READ:

*7-13-2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpayerss (1)
The taxpayers in the television district who do not receive
the signal of the television transltator station or who
receive direct reception from the television station from
which the television translator repeats a signal or receive
service through the medium of 8 community antenna system on
which they are a subscriber in good standing will be exempt
from the payment of the tax for the support of the
teleyvision__services _of _the television districts provided
they file an affidavit setting forth any of the arounds
above mentioned. The affidavit shall be filed with the board
of trusteess who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit
have the names of such persons so exempted from the tax for
television _seryices stricken from the 1list of taxpayers
certified to the board of county commissioners. The exempted
persons shall not be liable for such taxe

i12)_ A similar exesptico is available with _respect _to
E®___traoslator _ servicese _ Ihe _procedure _provided _ip
supsection {A) _shall be utilized for the FM exemplione

+2%(3) Any person or persons who shall make a false or
traudulent claim for exemption as provided in this section
shall be quilty of a misdemesnor.®

Section 8. Section T-13-2541s MCA, is amended to read:

*T7-13-2541« Procedure to anmex contiguous areas. The

-8- HB 424
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boundaries of a television district created by authority of
this part may be altered and outlying areas be annexed from
territory contiguous thereto in the following manner:

(1) A petition shall be signed by owners-of-tetevisvon
sets-within-the-proposed-arear-equat-in-number-to--not--teas
ehan at_laast 51% of the registered electors who are owners
of-television—sers--within rasidents ogf the area to te
annexeds

(2) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the
contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be annexed to
the existing television district.

(3} The petition shall be transmitted to the clerk and
recordery 3and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the
same 3as provided by T-13-2504 through T-13-2507.

{4) After the hearings the board of county
commissioners shall adopt a resolution either annexinyg the
area to the existing television district or denying the
petitione™

Section 9« Section 7-13-25424 MCAe is amended to read:

»7-13-2542., Procedure to abandon districte. (1} If at
any time a petition for abandonment of the television
districty signed by ownera-of--television--sets--within--the
district--equal--in--number-to-not-tess-thon at least 51t of
the reqgistered electors who are owners-—-of--television-—sets

residents__of _the_ _districts is filed with the board of
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trusteess the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the
board or boards of county commissioners which created the
districts Such board or boards of county commissioners shall
by rasolution immediately declare the district abandonede.
{2 A1l properties and money remaining after the
satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned
district shal)l be deposited to the credit of the general
fund of the countye If the abandoned district embraced areas
in more than one <countyes properties and money remaining
after the satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such
abandoned district shall! be deposited to the credit of the
general funds of Sdth counties in proportion to the nuaber
of-teteviston-sets pogulation of the portion of the district
loggated in each county which-were-served-by-the-district.™
SECIION 10Qa._ _THERE 15 A _NENW MCA SECTION THAT READS:
Authorization for FM translatore (1) A television
district may construct and operate a broadcast FM translator
facility (B8 to 108 HMegahertz} as provided in this sectione
(2) {3) A request to provide. FM translator services
may be initiated by a petition siqned by at least 51X of the
reyistered electors who are residents of the television
gistrict and presented to the board of county commissioners
which initially established the districte The petitions its
filinge and its processing are governed by 7-13-2503,

T-13-2504s and 7-13-2505.

-10- HB 424
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(b) Upon receiving a certified petitions the board of
county commissioners shall give notice and hold a hearing as
provided in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-2507. After the hearings the
board of county commissioners shall approve or deny the
petition by resolutione If the decision is to approve the
petitions the resolution shall authorize the board of
trustees of the district to provide the regquested services
and shall describe the proposed systems including the type
of construction: proposed locations and estimated costs.

SECIION 1la_ CODIFICAFION. IY 1S INTEWOED THAT SECTION
10 _BE CODIFIEQ AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF TI1TLE JTa _CHAPIER _133
BARY 25 AND YHE PROYISIONS OF TITLE J» CHAPTER 12s PARY 23s
APPLY JQ SECTION 10e

SECTION 12, REPEALER. _ CHAPTER 13+ _LANS QF 1979: I3
BEPEALEDS

-Endg-

~5i- HE 424



March 14, 1979

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(Business and Industry)

That House Bill No. 424 be amended as follows:

1. Title, line 9.

Following: "“AND"

Strike: "CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES"

Insert: "AUTHORIZING A DISTRICT TO PROVIDE AND FINANCE FM
TRANSLATOR SERVICES UPON PETITION"

2. Title, line 11.
Following: "7-13-2527,"
Ingert: "7-13-2528,"
Following: "#-313-2529+"
Insert: "7-13-2529,"

3. Title, line 12.
Following: "MCA"
Insert: "; AND REPEALING CHAPTER 13, LAWS OF 1979"

4. Page 4, line 13.
Following: "system;"

Strike: "ard"

5. Page 4, line 16.
Following: "law"
Strike: "."

Ingsert: "; and"

6. Page 4, line 17.

Following: line 16

Insert: " (12) provide FM translator services if authorized
as provided in [section 10]."

7. Page 5, line 15.

Following: "district."

Insert: "If a district is authorized to provide FM translator
services, a copy of the resolution authorizing the services
shall be delivered to the county assessor of each county
within the district."

8. Page 6, line 18.

Following: line 17

Insert: "Section 6. Section 7-13-2528, MCA, 1S AMENDED TO READ:
"7-13-2528. Financial administration of district. (1) The
board of trustees shall, from setd any list se prepared by the
county assessor as required by 7-13-2527, remove the names of
any persons who have claimed exemption under this part and shall
prepare a budget for the expenses for the next year.

(2) The budget, together with the list of such persons re-
siding in the district and subject to the special tax after all
exemptions have been allowed as provided in this part, shall be
presented by September 1 to the board of county commissioners,
who shall levy the tax requested by said trustees. The board
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shall levy such tax in accordance with the regquest herein
mentioned. In preparing the budgetiithe board of trustees shall
maintain separate budgets for television services and for M
translator services and shall specify the tax to be levied on
property owners for these services. The tax sha be cert ed
to the county clerk and recorder and entered on the assessment
books as against such persons and collected by the county
treasurer as all other taxes are collected.

(3) The county treasurer shall be the treasurer for said
district and hold said taxes, as collected, in a separate fund
to be disbursed by him upon warrants drawn by the trustees,

at least two of whom shall sign any warrant for the disbursement
of such funds by the county treasurer."

Section 7. Section 7-13-2529, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:
"7-13-2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpayers. (1) The
taxpayers in the television district who do not receive the
signal of the television translator station or who receive
direct reception from the television station from which the
television translator repeats a signal or receive service
through the medium of a community antenna system on which
they are a subscriber in good standing will be exempt from
the payment of the tax for the support of the television
services of the television district, provided they flle an
affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above mentioned.
The affidavit shall be filed with the board of trustees,
who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit have the names
of such persons so exempted from the tax for television
services stricken fram the list of taxpayers certified to
the board of county commissioners. The exempted persons
shall not be liable for such tax.

(2) A similar exemption is available with respect to FM
translator services, The procedure provided In subsection (1)
shall be utillized for the FM exemption.

Any person or persons who shall make a false or
fraudulent claim for exemption as provided in this section
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.""

Renumber: all subsequent sections

9, Page 8, line 9.
Following: 1line 8
Insert: "Section 10. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS:
Authorization for FM translator. (1) A
television district may construct and operate a broadcast
FM translator facility (88 to 108 Megahertz) as provided in
this section.

(2) (a) A request to provide FM translator services may be
initiated by a petition signed by at least 51% of the registered
electors who are residents of the television district and
presented to the board of county commissioners which initially
established the district. The petition, its filing, and its
processing are governed by 7-13-2503, 7-13-2504, and 7-13-2505.

-
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(b) Upon receiving a certified petition, the board of county
commissioners shall give notice and hold a hearing as provided
in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-2507. After the hearing, the board of
county commissioners shall approve or deny the petition by
resolution. If the decision is to approve the petition, the
resolution shall authorize the board of trustees of the district
to provide the requested services and shall describe the proposed
system, including the type of construction, proposed location,
and estimated costs.

Section 11. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS:
Codification. It is intended that section 10 be codified as
an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13, part 25, and the
provisions of Title 7, chapter 13, part 25, apply to section 10.

Sectjion 12. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS:
Repealer. Chapter 13, Laws of 1979, is repealed."



