
January 27, 1979 

February 2, 1979 

February 3, 1979 

February 5, 1979 

February 6, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 9, 1979 

February 10, 1979 

February 12, 1979 

March 14, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 20, 1979 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 424 

INTRODUCED BY YARDLEY 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 
On motion taken from engrossing 
and referred to second reading. 

Second reading, do pass 
as amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 



March 21, 1979 

March 22, 1979 

March 29, 1979 

March 30, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

On motion consideration 
passed until the 7lst 
Legislative Day. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY ~ 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEOI •AN ACT TO REVISE THE 

TELEVISION DISTRICT LAWS; PERMITTING THE CREATION• 

ALTERATIONo OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE RESIDENTS, 

CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BONDS, 

ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP OF TELEVISION 

SETSo AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-2503, 7-13-2510· 7-13-2522• 

7-13-2523, 7-l3-2S27o 7-13-2529, 7-13-2541• AND 7-13-2542, 

HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-2503, MCAo is aaended to reads 

•7-13-2503. Petition to create district. (lt " 
petition to fore a district shall be presented to the county 

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any 

portion of the area is situated• Petitions shall be signed 

by e.ne~-~-te~eYisieft-w~-within the proposed dlstr+et. 

~qtte+-.-n-ttttlaber-to not -+~-ttten at leait 5111. of the 

registered electors who are owners of tele•ision-sets-w+th+n 

resjdents of the proposed district. 

(21 The petition shall state the objects of the 

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and 
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the approxi.ate nu•ber of people to be benefited thereby and 

shall contain a brief description of the proposed systee, 

Including type of construction• location, and approxl.ate 

cost of the installation• It shall also state that the 

proposed district will be conducive to the public interest• 

convenience1 and necessity. It shall request that it be 

organized as a television district.• 

Section 2. Section 7-13-2S10o MCA• is aeen~d to read: 

•7-13-2510. Powers of district. A television district 

organized under this part. acting through its board of 

trustees herein provided for, eay: 

(lt perfore all the acts and take all the necessary or 

proper steps to assure that there will be a fair, efficient, 

and equitable distribution of television services within the 

area in order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supplied by aeans of an appropriate electrical or 

electronic syste. for television progra• distribution, such 

authorized systea to proYlde such flexibility as to per•lt 

radical iaproveaents in technical quality without rendering 

inoperative receivers therein• but discontinuance of service 

by the district for ieproveeents or repairs for a ·teaporary 

period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative; 

CZt if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the 

objects of this part, acquire, build. construct, repair, 

own, •aintain, and operate any necessary stations 

-2- fj 13 L/ d. .. l 
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trans•lttlng siMultaneous visual and aural signals Intended 

to be received by the general publico relay stations, pickup 

stations. or any other necessary electrical or electronic 

syste•; 

(3t .ake contracts to c~pensate any owner of land or 

other property for the use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

(olt) •ake contracts with the United States, any state 

or ~nlcipality 0 or any depart.ant or agency of those 

entitles for carrying out the general purposes for which the 

district is for-ad; 

(5) acqulre, by 

purchase, real and 

Intangible, Including 

gifto devise. bequest, lease. or 

personal property, tangible or 

landso rights-of-way. and easeeentso 

necessary or convenient for Its purposes; 

(6) to .aka contracts of any lawful nature (including 

labor contracts or those for eeployees• benefits) and .. ploy 

englneerso laboratory personnelo attorneys, other technical 

or professional assistants, and 

eeployees necessary to carry 

part; 

any 

out 

other assistants or 

the provisions of this 

(7) issue warrants, payable at the tiee stated 

thereino to evidence the obligation to repay eoney borrowed 

or any dther obligation incurred by the district, warrants 

so Issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the board• ~ 
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~-eMeeed--s•-peP~ payable annually or semiannually as 

the board eay prescribe; 

(8) contract indebtedness or borrow 1110ney for 

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be 

rP.paid fro• rates and charges. bearing interest at a rate 

not exceeding 6• I1 per annum payable semiannually. the 

bOnds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest; 

t9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services 

throughout the area in accordance with the provisions of 

this part; 

(10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

charges to be used for any costs connected with preparation• 

acquisitiono or construction of the system; and 

(11) apply foro accept. and be the holder of any permit 

or license issued by or required under federal or state 

la~.· 

Section 3· Section 7-13-252Zo HCAo is a•ended to read: 

•7-13-2522• Qualifications for trustee. Each of satd 

trustees shall be a resident end-~~ of e-te+e•+s+on-set 

+roe-w~" the district.• 

Section ~. Section 7-13-25Z3o HCAo is amended to read: 

•7-13-2523. Ter• of office. (l) The trustees so 

appointed upon creation of such district shall be appointerl 

f~r staggered terms of lo 2o and 3 years. If more than on~ 

county is Involved, one of said trustees shall be appoir~ed 

-4-
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from the county ft&wift§ t~ lees~ ••~er ef ~etewision aeta 

~~--w+++--&e--ben~ed--By--saeh distri~ containing that 

portion of tbe district with the fewest res!dggtso and such 

trustee shall be given the 3-year ter•• Said trustees so 

appointed shall hold office for tt~ ter• of their respective 

appoint.ant or until their successors are appointed and 

qualified. 

(2t At the end of the respective ter•s of said 

trusteeso the board of county co .. issloner5 shall appoint a 

new trustee for a 3-year ter•·• 

Section 5. Section 7-13-ZS2lo MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•7-13-2527. List of cwnars or 

residences or propart¥ ownars. (1) A copy of the order 

creating the district shall be delivered to the county 

assessor of each county within the district. 

(21 The assessor shallo on or before August 1 of any 

given year, prepare and certify a list of all persons e•ftiftg 

~e+ev+~+e~~~ gwoeC$ Qf C@$jdeQCeS within the djstrjctw jf 

ascertainabJs, pr. Jf ngt •'G•rtainabl•• all property gwnars 

within such district and deliver a copy of such list to the 

board of trustees of said district.• 

Section 6. Section l-13-2529, NCAo Is aaended to read: 

•7-13-2529. Exeeption for oonbenefited taxpayers. (1) 

The taxpayers in the television district who do not receive 

the signal of the television translator station or who 

-5-
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receive direct reception froa the television station fro• 

which the telewis!on translator repeats a signal or receive 

service through the •ediu• of a co.eunity antenna syste• 

wtJI,n dQes opt rw:alya IU signals frp the t;elcvision 

translator statlgn apd on which they are a subscriber in 

good standing will be exeept fro• the payeent of the tax for 

the support of the television district• provided they file 

an affidavit satting forth any of the grounds above 

.. ntloned. The affidavit shall be filed vlth the board of 

trustees, who shall upon the receipt o~ such affidavit have 

the naees of such persons so exe•pted fro• the tax stricken 

froa the list of taxpayers certified to the board of county 

co .. issioners• The exe.pted persons shall not be liable for 

such tax. 

{2) Any person or persons vho shall eake a false or 

fraudulent clai• for exeaptlon as provided In this section 

shall be guilty of a •lsdaaeanor.• 

Section T. Section l-ll-25~1. "'A• Is aaended to read: 

•7-13-25~1. Procedure to annex contiguous areas. The 

boundaries of a television district created by authority of 

this part eay be altered and outlying areas be annexed fro• 

territory contiguous thereto in the following eanner: 

(l. A petition shall be signed by -~-of'-t:e~on 

~~ wit:hin t:he p9'0pesed ___.eqae+-+rt-m:teber-t:o--nM--+eS\1 

t"an at least 51~ of the registered electors who are ~ 

-6- H/3 l/:J.i 
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&f~~e¥+si&ft sets-~+n residents -At the area to be 

annexed. 

12) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the 

contiguous area to be annexed and ask thdt it be annexed to 

the existing television district. 

13) The petition shall be trans•itted to the clerk and 

recorder• and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the 

sa.e as provided by 7-13-250~ through 7-13-2507. 

(") After the hearing. the board of county 

10 co••issioners shall adopt a resolution either annexing the 

11 area to the existing television district or denying the 

12 petition.• 

13 Section a. Section 7-13-25~2, MCAo is a.ended to read: 

1" •7-13-25"2· Procedure to abandon district. (1) If at 

15 any ti.. a petition for abandon•ent of the television 

16 district, signed by OWftars ef -ft+eri-a+___...,_-~Mft--i:M 

1T -v~----rn n••~ar te ~~~ at least 51~ of 

18 the registered electors who are OWfterS--of- televl•i8ft--,.._ 

19 rasldents of tbe diatrlct, Is filed vith the bOard of 

20 trustees, the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the 

21 board or boards of county co .. issioners which created the 

22 district. Such board or boards of county ca.eissioners shall 

23 by resolution l .. edlately declare the district abandoned. 

2" 121 All propel'tiea and noon..,, re•a&ninq after the 

25 satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned 

-7-
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1 district shall be deposited to the credit of the general 

2 fund of the county. If the abandoned district e•braced areas 

'I in ~ore th~n one countyo properties and money remaining 

" dfter the satisfa~tion of all debts and obligations of such 

s abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the 

6 <;eneral funds of such counties in proportion to the nulltfter 

7 &f~ef ... ~ets QOpulation of tbe portjon of the djst~ 

8 located in each county wh+e~were-s~-by-~he-d*~tr*ct.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. ~24 

INTRODUCED BY YARDLEY 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED! •AN ACT TO REVISE THE 

TELEVISION DISTRICT LAWS; PERMITTING Ti-lE CRE.t.TION, 

ALTERATION, OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE RESIDENTS, 

C"IANGI"'G THE INTEREST LI~ITS ON WARRANTS AND BONOSo 

ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP Of TELFVISION 

SETS, AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FRO~ DISTRICT TAXES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-2503, 7-13-2510. 7-13-2522. 

7-13-2523o 7-13-2527o 7-l3-2529t 7-13-254lo AND 7-13-2542, 

MCA." 

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-2503, MCAo is amended to read: 

"7-13-2503. Petition to create district. { l) A 

prtition to form a district shall be presented to the county 

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any 

portion of the area is situated. Petitions shall be signed 

by owfte~~--ef-~e~ev+~+~"-se~~-w+~h~ft-~he-p~ope~ed-e+~~~+et? 

e~~e+-+"-"cMbe~-~o--ft~~--~e~~--~haft at __ l~~ 5ll of the 

registered electors who a~e ~"~~-~-~~+~v~s~o"-~e~~-w+~~+" 

~~i~~Qf the proposed district. 

(2) The petition shall state the objects of the 

dist~ict and designate the boundaries the~eof by section ~nd 
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the approximate nu•ber of people to be benefited th~reby and 

shall contain a brief description of the proposed system, 

i ncludinq type of construction, location, and approxiMate 

cost of the installation. It shall also state that the 

proposed district will b@ conducive to the public interest. 

convenience. and necessity. It shall request that it be 

o~ganized as a television district.• 

Section 2. Section 7-13-2510• HCA, is amended to ~ead: 

•J-13-2510. POW@rs of district. A television district 

organized under this part, acting th~ough its board of 

trust~es he~ein provided for• may: 

{1) perfor• all the acts and take all the necessary o~ 

proper steps to assure that there will be a fairo efficient• 

ana equitable distribution of television services within the 

a~ea in order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supplied by ~eans of an appropriate electrical or 

electronic systea for television proqrae dist~ibution. such 

authorized syste• to provide such fle~ibility as to permit 

radical iep~oveaents in technical quality without rendering 

inoporative receivers therelno but discontinuance of service 

by the district for iep~oveeents or repairs for a temporary 

period shall not be construed as renderinn inoperative; 

I Z) if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the 

objects of this pa~t. acqui~e. build, construct• repair, 

own .. "ndintain, and operate any necessary stations 

-z- HB 't24 
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transMitting siaultaneous visual and aural signals intended 

to be received by the general publico relay stations, pickup 

stations. or any other necessary electrical or electronic 

systeOt; 

13) •ake contracts to co•pensate any owner of land or 

other property for the use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

(4) •aka contracts with the United Stateso any state 

or •unicipalityo or any depart.ent or agency of those 

entities for carrying out the general purposes for ~hich the 

district is foreed; 

(5} acquire. by gift, devise, bequest• lease, or 

or purchase. real and personal propertyo tangible 

intangible, Including landso rights-of-way, and easeeentso 

necessary or convenient for its purposes; 

(b) to eake contracts of any lawful nature (including 

labOr contracts or those for eeployees' benefits) and eeploy 

engineers• laboratory personnel, attorneys• other technical 

or professional assistants. and any other assistants or 

e•p1oyees necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

part; 

(1) issue warrantso payable at the tiee stated 

thereino to evidence the obligation to repay •oney borrowed 

or any other obligation incurred by the district. warrants 

so issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the board. ne~ 

-3- HB 424 
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~o--eweeee--s•-~~-yee~T payable annually or seMiannually as 

the ooard may prescribe: 

(8) contract indebtedness or borrow money for 

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to b~ 

repaid fro• rates and charges, bearing interest at a r~te 

not exceedinQ &~ I1 per annuM payable semiannually, the 

bonds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest; 

(9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services 

throuohout the area in accordance with the provisions o~ 

this part; 

(10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

charges to be used for any costs connected with preparation, 

acquisition• or construction of the system; and 

(11) apply foro accepto and be the holder of any permit 

or license issued by or required under federal or state 

la~.· 

Section 3. Section 7-13-2S2Zo MCA, is amended to redd: 

"l-13-2522. Qualifications for trustee. Each of said 

trustees shall be a resident snd-ewne~ of e-~~+ev~~~on-~~~ 

~~o•-•+~"+n the district.• 

Section 4. Section 1-13-2523• MCAo is amended to read: 

"7-13-2~23. Term of office. (1) The trustees so 

appointed upon creation of such district shall be appointed 

for staQgered terms of lo lo and 3 years. If more than one 

county is involved, one of said trustees shall be appointed 

_.,_ 
H!l 't24 
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f~om th~ county ftO¥fft~-~he-~~e~~~Mb~-e~--~e+~¥+~+~-~~t~ 

~~e~--w+~+--he--befte~+t~--hy--~eft-df~+¥+~ ~tajnin~ that 

~jon of the djst~jct wjtb the fewest resjdeots. and such 

t~uste~ shall be given the 3-y~•~ ter~. Said trustees ~o 

appointed shdll hold office for the term of their respective 

~pQointment or until their successors are appointed and 

qualified. 

(2) At the end of the respective terms of said 

trustees, the board of county coM~issioners shall appoint a 

new trustee for a 3-year ter••" 

Section 5. Section 7-13-2527• HCAo is a.ended to read: 

"7-13-2527. List of ~e+eY+~+en--ewn~r~ owners of 

rvsjdgnc~ er=or&Qerty-ewfter,. (11 A copy of the order 

creating the district shall be delivered to the county 

asscsso~ of each county within the district. 

(2) The assessor shall, on or before Auqust 1 of any 

•iven year. ~rbpare and certify a I ist of all p~r~Oft~ewn~~ 

+e~~v+s+en-~e+~ ~oers of rgsjdences x±thtn-~%tri~ 

~rtAtnob+ey=ory-if=not-o3Ct'totnatttr=Att~Qertr=owncrs 

within ~~eft IHf district and deliver a copy of such 1 ist to 

the board of trustees of said district.• 

Section bo Section 7-13-2529, MCA, is a•ended to read: 

"7-13-252q. ExeMption for nonbenefited taxpayers. (l) 

Th~ taxpayers in ~no television district who no not receive 

the signal of the television translator station or who 
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receive direct reception froa the television station fro~ 

which the television translator repeats a signal or receive 

~ervice through the eediu• of a ca.-unity antenna syste• 

lllb~®tl:O-DilL. [ecelve IU si,Jnah {[O• the tealtlli.o.D 

tL~:.l~~tion aod on •hich they are a subscriber in 

good standiny will be exeapt froa the payment of the tax for 

the support of the television district• provided they file 

an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above 

~entionedo The affidavit shall be filed with the board of 

trustees. who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit have 

the naaes of such persons so exeepted fro• the tax stricken 

froa the list of taxpayers certified to the board of county 

co.-issioners. The exeapted persons shall not be liable for 

such tax. 

12) Any person or persons who shall aake a false or 

fraudulen• clai~ for exe-rtion as provided in this section 

shall be guilty of a aisde.eanor.• 

Section 7. Section J-13-2541• MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•7-13-2541. Procedure to annex contiguous areas. The 

boundaries of a television district created by authority of 

this part aay be altered and outlying areas be annexed from 

territory contiguous thereto in the following •anner: 

(1) A petition shall be signed by OWfter,-e~-te~Y+~+o" 

'~t~-••t~•n-t~~-~¥epo~ed-oreo.-e~uo+-in-ftuaber-te--not--+e~' 

+fton at-~ '51~ of the registered electors who are owne¥, 

-b- H~ lt2to. 
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e4-~e+ev+~+Oft-~e~--·+~h+n L§sjdenti gf the area to be 

annexed. 

121 The p~tltion shall designate the boundaries of the 

contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be ~nnexed to 

the existing television district. 

(31 The petition shall be transeitted to the clerk and 

recorder. and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the 

sa•e as provided by 7-13-2504 through 7-13-2507. 

(41 After the hearing, the board of county 

annexing the co .. issioners shall adopt a resolution either 

11 area to the existing television district or denying the 

12 petition.• 

13 Section 8. Section 7-l3-Z542o ~CAo is aaended to read: 

14 •7-13-ZSo\2. Procedure to abandon district. (1) If at 

15 any time a petition for abandon.ent of the television 

16 district, signed by owne~~-o~--~+ev+~+on--se~s--w+th+n--~he 

17 d+~~~+et--e~•e+--+n--n•.eer-~-not-+e~s-then at-lA~ 5ll of 

18 the registered electors who are owner~--o~--~+ev+s+~--~~' 

19 LeSjdents _gf__toe_ distrjcto is filed with the board of 

20 trusteeso the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the 

21 board or boards of county co-.issioners which created the 

22 di~trict. Such boar~ or boards of county co .. issioners shall 

23 by resolution ienediately declare the district abandoned. 

24 121 All properties and eoney reeaining after the 

25 satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned 

-1- HB 424 
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district shall be deposited to the credit of the general 

fund of the county. If the abandoned district ~mbraced ar~as 

in eore than one county. properties and money remaininq 

after th~ satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such 

abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of th~ 

yeoeral funds of such counties in proportion to the n~mb~~ 

o+-~e+eyf~+on-s@~~ ~atjon of tbe_u~uo_Qf_~~i~1ri~1 

located in each county wh+eh-were-served-by-the-d+~t~+et." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. lt21t 

INTRODUCED BY YARDLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE 

TELEVISION DISTRICT LAWS; PERMITTING THE CREATIONe 

ALTERATION, OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE RESIDENTS, 

CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BONOSe 

ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP Of TELFYISION 

SETS, ANO CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES; 

AHENOING SECTIONS 7-13-2503, 7-l3-2510o 7-13-2522. 

7-l3-2523o 7-13-2S27o 7-13-2529e 7-13-2Sitlo AND 7-13-2S42e 

MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-2S03o M(A, Is aaended to read: 

"7-13-2503. Petition to create district. {1t A 

petition to for• a district shall be presented to the county 

clerk and recorder of each of the counties In which any 

portion of the area is situated. Petitions shall be signed 

by ewne~s--ef-~e~eY+sieft-se~s-w+eh+n-ehe-p~eposed-d+s~r+e~. 

eqttef--+ft-nlllltH!~-~e--fto~--"ss--eh.,. at. least S1~ of the 

~egistered electors who are own~s-of~e~ewis+Oft-sets-w+~hin 

~dents of the proposed district. 

(2) The petition shall state the objects of the 

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and 
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the approxiaate nu•ber of people to be benefited thereby and 

shall contain a brief de&eription of the proposed syste•• 

including type of construction, location• and approxl.ate 

cost of the Installation. It shall also state that the 

proposed district will be conducive to the public Interest• 

convenience, and necessity. It shall request that It be 

organized as a television district.• 

Section 2. Section 7-13-2510• MCAe Is aeended to read: 

•7-13-2510. Powers of district. A television district 

organized under this part• acting through its board of 

trustees herein provided foro •ay: 

(lt perfor• all the acts ~d take all the necessary or 

proper steps to assure that there will be a faire efficient• 

and equitable distribution of television services within the 

area in order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supplied by •eans of an appropriate electrical or 

electronic syst .. for television progra. distribution, such 

authorized syste• to provide such flexibility as to per•it 

radical i~rove .. nts in technical quality without rendering 

inoperative receivers therein, but discontinuance of service 

by the dist~ict for i•prove .. nts or repairs for a te~orary 

period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative; 

(2t If necessary or proper in the furtherance of the 

objects of this part, acquire• build, construct• repair, 

own, •aintaino and operate any necessary stations 
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trans•ittlng si.ultaneous visual and aural signals Intended 

to be received by the general publico relay stations, pickup 

stations, or any other nec~ssary electrical or electronic 

syst .. ; 

13) •ake contracts to coepensate any owner of land or 

other property for the use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

14) .. ke contracts with the United Stateso any state 

or -unicipalityo or any depart .. nt or agency of those 

entitles for carrying out the general purposes for which the 

district is for-.d; 

(S) acquire. by 

purchase. 

intangible, 

real and 

glfto devlseo bequesto leaseo 

personal propertyo tangible 

or 

or 

Including landso rights-of-way. and ease .. ntso 

necessary or convenient for its purposes; 

(6) to .ake contracts of any lawful nature Clncludlng 

labOr contracts or those for e•ployees• benefltst and .-ploy 

engineers• laboratory personnelo attorneyso other technical 

or professional asslstantso and any other assistants or 

eeployees necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

part; 

(7) issue warrantso payable at the tiee stated 

therelno to evidence the obligation to repay •oney borrowed 

or any other obligation incurred by the districto warrants 

so issued to draw interest at a rate fiKed by the boardo not 
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~-e.eeed--..-per-yeeP? payable annually or seeiannually as 

the board •ay prescribe; 

(8) contract indebtedness or borrow 110ney for 

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds therefor to be 

repaid froe rates and chargeso bearing interest at a rate 

not eKCeeding 6• Il per annue payable seeiannually, the 

bonds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest; 

(9) prescribe taK rates for the providing of services 

throughout the area In accordance with the provisions o~ 

this part; 

{10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

charges to be used for any costs connected with preparation, 

acquisition, or construction of the system; and 

(11) apply foro accepto and be the holder of any permit 

or license issued by or required under federal or state 

law.• 

Section 1. Section 7-13-2522. MCAo is amended to read' 

•7-13-25Z2o Qualifications for trustee. Each of said 

trustees shall be a resident oftd-ew~e~ of e-~e~e.~s~o~-set 

~rae-w+t~+n the district.• 

Section "• Section 7-13-2523, MCAo is amended to read: 

•7-l3-25Z3o Term of office. (l) The trustees so 

appointed upon creation of such district shall be appointed 

for staggered terms of lo 2o and 3 years. If more than one 

county is involvedo one of said trustees shall be appoint~d 
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from the county he¥~fte-~~.-n~•be~ of _._.e¥+s+on--~s 

~~--w+~~--ee--een~ee--by--~-~~~ containing that 

portjon of the district wjth the fewest residents• and such 

trustee shall be given the 3-year ter•• Said trustees so 

appointed shall hold office for the ter• of their respective 

appoint•ent or until their successors are appointed and 

qualified. 

(2) At the end of the respective ter•s of said 

trustees, the board of county ca..issioners shall appoint a 

new trustee for a 3-year ter•.• 

Section 5. Section 7-13-2527, MCAw Is a.ended to read: 

•7-13-2527. List of ..,.,. gf 

residences "t=&H'Oll•ru=ellftttn• 11) l copy of the order 

creating the district shall be delivered to the county 

assessor of each county within the district. 

(2) The assessor shall, on or before August 1 of any 

given year, prepare and certify a list of all ~sons-own~ 

~e•~v+s+on-s~ owners of residepces w±tbtn-tbt=dlatricty=tt 

~terinobtew=on:-H=net:-ucut:ofnab le • et I =stropert r a•n• ~ • 

within s~ch IHf district and deliver a copy of such list to 

the board of trustees of said district.• 

Section 6. Section 7-13-2529, MCAe Is a .. nded to read: 

•7-13-2529. Exe•ptlon for nonbeneflted taxpayers. (1) 

The taxpayers in the television district who do not receive 

the signal of the television translator station or who 
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receive direct reception fro• the television station fro• 

which the television translator repeats a signal or receive 

service through the •ediu• of a coaaunlty antenna syste• 

which dpes not receive Its $ignals frg• the teleyjsiQQ 

translator lt•tigo apd on Mhich they are a subscriber in 

good standiny will be exeapt fro• the payaent of the tax for 

the support of the television distrlcto provided they file 

an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above 

• .. ntioned. The affidavit shall be filed with the board of 

trustees, who snall upon the receipt of such affidavit have 

the naaes of such persons so exa.pted fro• the tax stricken 

froa the list of taxpayers certified to the board of countr 

co .. issloners. The ex .. pted persons shall not be liable for 

such tax. 

(2) Any person or persons who shall .. ke a false or 

fr.udulent claia for exeaptlon as provided In this section 

shall be guilty of a •lsdeaeanor.• 

Section 7. Section 7-13-25itl, MCA, Is a .. nded to read: 

•T-13-2541• Procedure to annex contiguous areas. The 

boundaries of a television district created by authority of 

this part •ay be altered and outlying areas be annexed fro• 

territory contiguous thereto in the following •anner: 

(11 A petition shall be signed by owners-of-tetev+s+on 

sets-w•th•n-the-proposed-ereay-e~aa+-+n-n~•ber-to--net--tess 

than 4t_~ 51~ of the registered electors who are owners 
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84'~-·h+-eft--~+n rea I dentl of the area to be 

annexed• 

(2) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the 

contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be annexed to 

the existing television district. 

(3) The petition shall be transeitted to the clerk and 

recorder. and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the 

sa .. as provided by 7-13-2501t through 7-13-2507• 

(It) After the hearing. the board of county 

co .. •issloners shall adopt a resolution either annexing the 

area to the existing television district or denying the 

petition.• 

Section a. Section T-13-ZSit2t "CAw Is a .. nded to read: 

lit •T-13-2542. Procedure to abandon district. (l) If at . 
15 any ti.. a petition for abandon.ent of the television 

16 district. signed by ewft&Pe-of--~4-.+e+on--ee~e--w+tft+n-~he 

17 _._.•+~-~--+n-~~-ne~-4eee-~n at least 51' of 

18 the registered electors ~ho are own&Pe--of--~+e.+e+en--ee~e 

19 retld&ots. gf tba district• Is filed ~ith the bOard of 

20 trustees, the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the 

21 board or boards of county co .. issloners which created the 

22 district. Such board or boards of county co .. issioners shall 

23 by resolution i ... dlately declare the district abandoned. 

Zit (2) All properties and eoney reeaining after the 

2'S satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned 
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district shall be deposited to the credit of the general 

fund of the county. lf the abandoned district embraced areas 

in eore than one countyw properties and coney remaining 

dfter the satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such 

abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the 

general funds of such counties in proportion to the naebe• 

ef-te+ev+s+eft-se~s popylatjoo gf the portion gf tbe diittikt 

located in each county wh+eh-we•e-serwed-hy-~he-d+s~•+e~.· 

-End-

-8- HB 424 

,. ... 1 ~ .. .. .. <II ... 
"' 



,• 

.. .. -. ~ 

46th legislature HB 0424/03 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

zz 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 424 

INTROOutEO 8Y YARDLEY 

A BILL fOR AN ACT 

TELEVISION DISTRICT 

ENTITLED: •AN ACT 

LAWS; PEIU'IITTING 

TO REVISE THE 

THE CREATION, 

ALTERATIONo OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE RESIDENTS, 

CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS AND BONDSt 

ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP OF TELEVISION 

SETSo AND CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 7-U-2503, 7-13-2510o 'r-13-2522. 

7-13-Z523o 7-13-252Tt f-~~-l5~9y T-13-2541t AND 7-13-2~2, 

MCA.• 

BE rT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. 

•7-13-2503. 

Sec~ion 7-13-2503, MCAo is ..ended to read: 

Petition ~o create district. (lJ • 
petition to fore a district shall be presented to the county 

clerk and recorder of each of the counties in which any 

portion of the area Is situated. Petitions shall be signed 

by owfters--af-~e+ev+s+aft-se~s-w+~+ft-t~e-~rape9ed-~~r+e~. 

equs+-+ft-ftUM&er-~--net--+ess--~ at Jeast 51~ of the 

registered electors who are owners-&f-~e+ev+.+an-sets-w+~~" 

~sjdents of the proposed district. 

(2) The petition shall state the objects of the 

district and designate the boundaries thereof by section and 
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the approxi.ate nueber of people to be benefited thereby and 

shall contain a brief description of the proposed systeeo 

including type of construction, location, and approxl•ate 

cost of the installation. It shall also state that the 

proposed district will be conducive to the public interesto 

convenience. and necessity. It shall request that it be 

organized as a television district.• 

Section z. Section 7-13-ZS10w MCA. Is aeended to read: 

•t-13-2510• Powers of district. A television district 

organized under this parto acting through Its board of 

trustees herein provided foro eay: 

(1) perfor• all the acts and take all the necessary or 

proper steps to assure that ~here will be a fair, efflclento 

and equitable distribution of television services within the 

area In order that all persons within such service area 

shall be supplied by .. ans of an appropriate electrical or 

electronic syst~ for television pro9ra• distrlbutionw such 

authorized syste• to provide such flexibility as to pereit 

radical l•prove .. nts In technical quality without rendering 

inoperative receivers therein, but discontinuance of service 

by the district for iaprove•ents or repairs for a teaporary 

period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative; 

(2} if necessary or proper In the furtherance of the 

objects of this parto acquire, build, constructo repalro 

own, aalntalnw and operate any necessary stations 
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transaitt.ing siault.anaous visual and aural signals intended 

to be received by the general publico relay stations. pickup 

stations, or any other necessary electrical or electronic 

systea; 

(3) aake contracts to coapansate any owner of land or 

other property for the use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

(It) .. ._ contracts with the United States, any state 

or aunicipalityo or any departeent or agency of those 

en~itles for carrying out the general purposes for which the 

district Is foraed; 

(S) acquire, by 

purchase. real and 

intangible, including 

gifto devlseo bequest., leasee or 

personal property, tangible or 

lands• rights-of-way. and eas ... nts. 

necessary or convenient for Its purposes; 

(6) to aake contracts of ~y lawful nature {including 

labor contracts or those for eaployaes• benefits) and eeploy 

engineers. laboratory personnel, attorneys, other technical 

or professional assistants. and 

eeployees necessary to carry 

part; 

any 

out 

(7) issue warrants. payable 

other assistants or 

the provisions of this 

at the tiee stated 

therein, to -i dance the obligation to repay -nay borrowed 

or any other obligation incurred by the district, Narrants 

so Issued to draw interest at. a rate fixed by the board• n~ 
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ee--eweeed--st-per-,.er• payable annually or se•iannually as 

the board •ay prescribe; 

{8) contract indebtedness or borrow eoney for 

corporate purposes and issue revenue bonds there·tor to be 

repaid froa rates and charges, bearing Interest at a rate 

not exceeding ._ II per annua payable seaiannually, the 

bonds not to be sold for less than p~ and accrued interest; 

(9) prescribe tax rates for the providing of services 

throughout the area In accordance with the provisions of 

this part; 

(10) prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

charges to be ~sed for any costs connected with preparation. 

acquisition. or construction of the systea; and 

(11) apply for• accept• end be the holder of any permit 

or He-•• Issued by or requl red under federal or state 

law.• 

Section 3e Section l-13-25Z2, MCA• is a-nded to read: 

•l-13-2SZ2· Qualifications for trustee. Each of sal' 

trustees shall be a resident end-ewner of e-~e+ev+~+en-~e~ 

~~ the district.• 

Section It• Section l-13-2523, MCAo is amended to read: 

•7-13-2523· Tar• of office. (1) The trustees so 

appointed upon creation o~ such district shall be appointed 

for staggered terms of lo 2• and 3 years. If more than one 

county is involvedo one of said trustees shall be appointed 
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from the county he•+n~-~~+eee~.r-of--~••••+-+on--aets 

~he~--w+++--he--benef+~ed--by--saeft-d+~+et cgotajnjng that 

~n_gf_tbe distrjct with the fewest resjdents• and such 

trustee shall be given the 3-year ter•• Said trustees so 

appointed shall hold office for the tere of their respective 

appointment or until their successors are appointed and 

qualified. 

(21 At the end of the respective teres of said 

trustees, the board of county coe.Jssioners shall appoint a 

new trustee for a 3-year tere.• 

Section s. Section 7-13-2527• MtAo is aeended to read: 

•7-13-2527. List of ~·+on--- gwnan of 

ulid.e~ or-~ru•rt:r-ownua. UJ l copy of the order 

creating the district shall be delivered to the county 

assessor of each county within the district. 

(2) The assessor shall• on or before August 1 of any 

given yearo prepare and certify a list of all pereona-own+n~ 

te~e•+•+on-aeta awoecs of cesjdences wttbift-tbt-dtatrtct•-if 

~rtotnob~ey-ory-*f-aot=atcerta+oobtes-att=propcrty=own•ra 

within •~h IUf district and deliver a copy of such list to 

the board of trustees of said district.• 

Seetfon-6w--See~+on-~-t~~§f9y-M&A.-+a o .. nded-to-peod• 

•J-~3-~Si9w--E•eeptien-for~benefi~od~ .. poyer,.--t~t 

~~e-toMpeyera-~n-t~e~e+e•~+on-d+s~iet-whe-do-n.---reeef¥e 

the--si~no+--ef-~ho--te+e.iaion--~~~--sto .. on-er-who 
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receiwe dlree~ reee,~ien fro• ~he tete•i•left •••~len -#r .. 

lfti:renat •~•• _,.at• • ·~t-or-eeriYO 

ae,..lee thro11t111 the -dl- ef - •-•In ottteftftll _.,n-

~Mftdift~ wln-tte-e....--ftoee-i:h«-'e'-"t ef' the •••-*­
ttte--aeppert--of~flttftie ion dfe~rle~w ,row I ded they-H4e 

-•ffide.,it J.fttiM ferth .,., ef the er-a-eltewe 
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-. .. ••••• ~ ~ell .,en the reeeipt ef a.eh effideYit hewe 

frM ~he Uat ef teKDeYera certified to the beerd of e-tr 

~"•"•••• -l'he-~~~e .. ll"ted oen•• .... tt-Mt tte u elt1e 'fOP 

t~t--"""-peraon-or-per,_,-who-she+t--~-f'Mae-ot" 

f._.tent cleie -• .. •••et:i on ea pt'OYided in ttt+a-seet+ot1 

sltel+-be-!ltl++ty-ef--Hcfeee.,._.• 

Section 6. Section 7-13-2541• MCA• is aeended to read: 

•7-13-2541. Procedure to annex contiguous areas. The 

boundaries of a television district created by authority of 

this part eay be altered and outlying areas be annexed fro• 

territory contiguous thereto in the following eanner: 

{l) A petition shall be signed by --•• of te+eris+en 

aet;a--w+th+n--t;he-~roposed-eree.~+-in n11eeer~o-not-+ess 

~ at least 51' of the registered electors who are OWfteP8 
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ef ~ete~IBien -.eB •Jt~fn residents of the area to be 

annexed. 

(2) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the 

contiguous area to be annexed and ask that It be aMexed to 

the existing television district. 

(3) The petition shall be trans•itted to the clerk and 

recorder. and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the 

saee as prowlded by T-13-2504 through T-13-2507• 

C~J After the hearing, the board of county 

coa•lsaioners shall adopt a resolution either annexing the 

area to the existing tel-lalon district or denying t.he 

petition.• 

Section T. Section T-13-2542• HCA• is -nded to read& 

•T-13-2542. Procedure to abandon district. (1) If at . 
any ti- a petition for aband-nt of the television 

dlstricto algned by .-Rere -84 eetefie+ew-sees •••~in the 

dletrlee ._ .. , In n•.-•r ee net Ieee theft at least 51' of 

18 the registered electors who are _, .. ,a ef eet-*aie~s seta 

19 residents of the district• is filed Mith the board of 

20 trustees. the ~rd of trustees shall forthwith notify the 

21 board or boards of county c-issl-rs .teich cr .. ted the 

22 district. Such board or boards of county co .. issioners shall 

23 by resolution l ... diately declare the district abandoned. 

2~ (2) All properties and aoney reaaining after the 

25 satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such abandoned 
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district shall be deposited to the credit of the general 

fund of the county. If the abandoned district eebraced areas 

in eore than one countyo properties and MAney reMaining 

after the satisfaction of all debts and obligations of such 

abandoned district shell be deposited to the credit of the 

general funds of such counties In proportion to the na•ber 

.,._. .......... ,.._ set11 popylat-jgn gf tbs pocUgn of the dj~ 

Jac•tad in each county w~+eh-were-~ved-by--the--d+str+e~.· 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NCo 424 

I~TROOUCED BY YARDlEY 

A ~Ill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO 

TELEVISIO~ DISTRICT LAWS; PERMITTING THE 

ALTERATION, OR DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT BY THE 

CHANGING THE INTEREST LIMITS ON WARRANTS 

ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO OWNERSHIP OF 

REVISE THE 

CREA liON, 

RESIDENTS, 

ANO BONOS, 

TELEYISION 

SETS, AND e~ARIF¥1N6--fHE--E~EMPf~&NS--FR9M-8fSfRfEf-fA*E5 

A!Jl.ti!JBlll.tl!o_.LJU.liBll.I TO fROYIDf AND FIN&NCf_f!L_l&Atill&IQB 

~&Xl,~ _ _upoN PEilllQM; AMENDING SECTIONS l-13-2503, 

7-13-25.27, 1::11~~u~ 7-13-2510. 7-13-2522. 7-13-2523t 

~-\3-~S~~y I-13-2529• 7-13-254lo 

Rfl'.E!UH~t.!:l&flf.B_J.l.LJ.!HS Of 1979.• 

AND 7-13-2542, MCA~bQ 

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section lo Section 7-13-2503, MCAt is a~ended to read: 

•7-13-2503. Petition to create district. {1) A 

petition to for• a district shall be presented to the county 

clerk and recorder of each of the countie~ in which any 

portion of the area is situatedo Petitions shall be signed 

by ewner~--e~-~e+e•?~~en-se~~-·T~h+n-~he-prepo~~~-d+~tr+et• 

eqttet-~n-nttmber-~o--ne~--+ess--~hen ~-le4~ 51~ of the 

registered electors who are owner~-e~-tefevt~+en-sets-w+th~n 

~~ue~_Qf the proposed district • 
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(.2) The petition shall state the objects of the 

district and de~ignate the boundaries thereof by section and 

the approxi•ate nueber of people to be benefited thereby and 

shall contain a brief description of the proposed syste•• 

including type of construction, location, and approxi•ate 

cost of the installation. It shall also state that the 

proposed district will be conducive to the public interest• 

convenience, and necessity. It shall request that it be 

or~anized as a television district.• 

Section 2. Section 7-ll-2510• MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•7-ll-2510. Powers of district. A television district 

orqanized under this parto acting through its board of 

trustees herein provided for, •ay: 

111 perfor• all the acts and take all the necessary or 

proper steps to assure that there will be a fairo efficient. 

and equitable distribution of television services within the 

area in order that all persons within such service area 

shall be \upplied by ~ean~ of an appropriate electrical or 

electronic syste~ for television prograe distribution. such 

authorized syste~ to provide such flexibility as to permit 

radical improveeents in technical quality without rendering 

inoperative receivers therein, but discontinuance of service 

by the district for ieprove•ents or repairs for a temporary 

period shall not be construed as rendering inoperative; 

(2) if necessary or proper in the furtherance of the 
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ob;ect~ of this part, acquire. build, construct• repair. 

own. .adtntdin., and operate 

transaittinq simultaneous visual 

.~ny nec'!s s.-r y 

and aural siQnals 

st.otiono; 

intended 

to be received by the general public, relay stations. pickup 

st1tionso or any other necessary electrical or electronic 

systea; 

(3) •ake contracts to co•pensate any owner of land or 

other property for th<! use of such property for the purposes 

of this part; 

(4) •ake contracts with the United States. any state 

or •unicipality, or any departRent or agency of those 

entities for carrying out the general purposes for which the 

district is for•ed; 

(~I acquire. by 

purchase, real and 

glfto devise. bequest. lease, or 

or personal property, tangible 

intanQible, includinq landso rights-of-way, and easeMents• 

necessary or convenient for its purposes; 

(bl to •ake contracts of any lawful nature (including 

labor contracts or those for e•ployeeo;' benefits) and e~ploy 

engineers, laboratory personnel. attorneys• other technical 

or profes~ional assistants, and any ~ther assi~t~nts or 

employees necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

~art; 

Pl ossue warrants, payabl~ at the tj~ne ~tated 

therein, to evidence the o~l iy~tion to rPp~y money borrowed 

-~- HB 42't 
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or any other obligation incurred by the district• warrants 

~n issued to draw intere~t at a rate fixed by the board• not 

to--eweeed--,•-per-yeary payable annually or se•iannually as 

the board •ay prescribe; 

(61 contract indebtedness or borrow money for 

corporate purpo~e~ and is~ue revenue bonds therefor to be 

repaid fro• rates and chargeso bearing interest at a rate 

not exceeding b• 11 per annu• payable semiannually. the 

bonds not to be sold for less than par and accrued interest; 

(9) prescribe tax rate~ for the providing of services 

throughOut the area in accordance with the provisions of 

this part; 

(101 prescribe such installation or ready-to-serve 

charges to be used for any costs connected with preparation. 

acquisition, or construction of the system; and 

(11) apply for. accept, and be the holder of any p~rmit 

or license issued by or required under federal or state 

laww~_AHQ 

ilZl __ f&O~lUf-E!LIRA~LAIQR-S~~Ei_lf __ AUltiQBlLfll-_AS 

e.&llUQflLliLLliLllQf:LlQ.J.a." 

Section 3o Section 7-13-2522, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-2'522. Uua1ifications for trustee. Each of said 

trustees shall be a resid~nt and-owner of a--te~ev+s+on--~et 

f~aM-w+th+n the district." 

Section 4. Section 7-13-2523, MCAo is amended to read: 
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"7-13-2523. Ter• of office. (l) The trustees so 

aopointPG upon creation of such district shall be appointed 

for staygered ter•s of lt 2• and 3 years. If •ore than one 

county is involved, one of said trustees shall be appointed 

from the county hev~nq-~he-~ee~~-na•ber-of-~e+e•~s+e"-se~s 

the~--~++-be-benef+~ed--by--saeh--d~$l.~e~ ~at4ining __ ~ 

ll.Qt.t..i.Dll--o.f_~_gullllt-.it.bJ.b!L!.ewe s t re $.llle.QU, and such 

trustee shall be qiven the 3-year ter•• Said trustees so 

appointed shall hold office for the ter• of their respective 

appointment or until their successors are appointed and 

qualified. 

{2) At the end of the respective terms of sairl 

trustees, the board of county co .. issioners shall appoint a 

new trustee for a 3-year ter••• 

Section 5. Section 7-13-2527• MCA, is amended to re~d: 

"7-13-2527. list of te+ev+s+on--ownrrs .Qlt.Q~!i.--.of 

U:!i.ill~D~~ ~tt=~QDUb=mmcU• I 1) A copy of the order 

creating the district shall be delivered to the county 

assessor of each county within the district. lE-A-~~1~1~1 

li_AUltiQ&lLfa_ro_f&~f_fH_!BANSLAIOS-S~ll~fi•-A--~UfY __ Qf 

ltlf _ _&fSOLUIION _AUIHC&lL1HG_ltif_1fBVltfi_iH!LL_af_OELlYERf0 

LQ_ltlf-~OUH!l-ASifiSQR_Qf_EALtl_tOUtilY_.lltll~-l~t __ QlSI&lCI. 

{2) The assessor shall, on or before Au~ust 1 of any 

given yearo prepare and certify a list of all prr~ons-owninq 

~e+ev+s+on-se~s ~oe~_.of_r.e~d£D~~ •±xbin=the=d±1t~ictx=if 
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~UAillll~~if=.a.oi:.::ut:erteinabtey-att-prop1!!rt:,.-~ 

within ~aeh 1Hf district and deliver a copy of such list to 

the board of trustees of said district.• 

See~+on-6•--Seet+on-~-~~~~•·-~~••-+s-eeeftd.O-~o-~eed• 

•i-t~-~~29e--Exeep~+on-for-nonbene•+~d-~expayersw--ttt 

fhe--~expeyer~-~n-the-~eteyis+on-d+~~r+et-~e-de-no~-reee+ve 

the-~+gna+-ot--~he--te+ev+s~on--~rans+a~or--s~o~~en--or--who 

reee+we--d+ree~--reeept+en--•rea-tft&-tete•+s+en-ste~+on-fr.­

wh+eh-~he-~e+ev~sion-trons+e~or-repea~s-a-s+gne+-er--reee~we 

ser•+ee--~hreagh--the--.. d+aa--ef-e-eo .. an+~y-en~enna-sys~e~ 

Eb~h=doas=nRt==Lece±xa=-ita--si~nata--troe--tbc--tctextston 

~an21otar==~~~D~ad--on--wh+eh-they-ere-e-sabser+ber-+n 

good-s~and•"g-w+++-be-ew .. pt-fra.-~he-pey .. n~-of-~he-~ax-for 

~e-sappor~-ef-~he-te+ew+s+en-d+str+e~v-prev~ded--~bey--f++e 

en---aff+dew+t--s~tt+ng--far~h--eny--ef--the--greands--nbe.e 

••n~+o"rdw-fhe-nff~daw~t-shs+~-be-f++ed-w+~b--~he--beard--ef 

~ras~eesy--whe-she+~-a~on-the-reee+p~-ef-saeh-aff+daw+t-bnye 

the-no~rs-of-saeh-persons-so-ex~ted-fro•-the-taw--str+eken 

fro•--~he-t+s~-of-texpoyers-eer~~f+ed-~o-tbe-boord-of-eean~y 

ea••+ss+eners•-~be-exe•~~•d-persons-she+~-not-be-++ebte--for 

sweh-tex• 

trt--~ny--persen--or--persons-whe-she++-•eke-e-fe+se-or 

froada+rn~-e+o+~-for-ewe•p~~on-es-pro•+~ed-~n--~b+s--see~~en 

shn+t-be-qa++ty-of-o-~+~deMeenorw• 

~tLllDM-~---~fLIIQM_l=ll=l~a._~cA~-lS-~~~-IO_BfAO~ 
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•7-13-2S28. Financial ad~inistration of district. (1) 

The board of trustees shall, froa saTd <Ill¥ list so prepared 

by the county ass~ssor ~-LRQYiLCd-~_l=li=~Zl• re.ovP the 

naaes of any persons who have c13i~ed exeftption under this 

part and shall prepare a budget for the expen\es for thP 

next year. 

(2) The budqeto together with the list of such persons 

residing in the district and subject to the special tax 

after all exeaptions hav~ been allowed a~ provided in this 

parto shall be presented by Septeaber l to the board of 

county coaaissionerso who shall levy the tax requested by 

said trustees. The board shall levy such tax in accordance 

with the request herein .entioned. ln-gLe~_tbc_hyd~ 

tb&-badLd_g!_tLu~ec~$b4l~~-~gllrate budget• ~ 

Uletii~-•eclt.l U:L4DlL!oLf!L U.tn.i l4t.aL _.a.[Jtllti--l1nD__w4ll 

~il¥--11liL_UL-1ILJli:_l£:tiJ:ILQlLD[.!UlU.~.Il~U_fQL-1;h.i:U 

~~~The tax shall be certified to the county clerk and 

recorder and entered on the assess•ent books as aqainst ~uch 

persons and collected by the county treasur~r as all other 

taxes are collected. 

{l) The county treasurer shall be the treasurer for 

said district and hold said taxes, as collected, in a 

separate fund to be disbursed by hi• upon warrants drawn by 

t~e trustees, at least two of whom shall si~n any warrant 

for the disburse~ent of such funJs ~y the county treasurer.• 
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~ftllWil_l.L-~fUlmLI=.ll=lllh-!!.t..b_.lLA!!EltllfiLI.O_!!UJl.l 

"7-13-2S29. Exe•ption for nonbenefited taxpayers. (11 

The taxpayers in the television district who do not receive 

the signal of tne television translator station or who 

receive direct reception from the television station fro~ 

which the television translator repeats a siqnal or receive 

service through the .. diua of a coamunity antenna system on 

~hich they are a subscriber in good standing will be exempt 

from the payment of the tax for the support of the 

Ula~iQQ~~es gf the television districto provided 

they file an affidavit setting forth any of the grounds 

above •entioned. The affidavit shall be filed with the board 

of trustees. who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit 

havP. the naaes of such persons so exempted from the tax fQL 

telelt.iiion__~L~ei stricken from the list of taxpayers 

CPrtified to the board of county commissioners. The exempted 

persons shall not be liable for such tax. 

.Lil-A-iLI!llA.J:._jUI~o._.u_auil.aba-Xilb._-Lullf:.U---t.a 

Ee_-1;uo•la tar •euue•----Ib~-~'-tuluc..e_--'1Lwti.dw1 __ in 

WU~U;.t.iDD_il.L~l.Lbi:_IU.il.lze~_!.D!LEM_u~ti.ata 

titill Any person or persons who shall make a false or 

traudulent clai• for exeaption as provided in this section 

shall be guilty of a misdeaeanor.• 

.. 

Section A. Section 7-13-2S4lo ~CAo is amended to re3d: 

"7-13-2541. Procedure to annex contiguous areas. The 
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boundaries of a television district created by authority of 

this part may be altered and outlying areas oe annexed fro• 

territory contiguous thereto in the foltowin~ aanner: 

(l) A petition shall be signed by OWfters-of-~e+ew+s+en 

~~~s-w+~h+n-~he-proposed-ereew-e~ae+-+n-~aber-~o--no~--~ess 

~hen ~1~ 51' of the registered electors ~ho are owners 

of-~e~ew+s+on-se~s--w+~h+n LA~~_gf the area to be 

annexed. 

(2) The petition shall designate the boundaries of the 

contiguous area to be annexed and ask that it be anneKed to 

the existing television district• 

(3) The petition shall be transmitted to the clerk and 

recorder, and the hearing and notice thereof shall be the 

sa~e as provided by l-13-2504 through l-13-2501. 

(4) After the hearing. the board of county 

commissioners shall adopt a resolution either annexiny the 

area to the existing television district or ~enying the 

petition.• 

Section 9. Section 7-13-2542o ~CAt is amended to read: 

•7-13-2542. Procedure to abandon district. {1) If Cit 

any time a petition for abandonment of the television 

district, signed by owners-ef--~e+ew+s+on--se~s--w+~h+n--~he 

e+str+et--e~ae+--+n--naaber-~0-~~-~ss-~hen ~t_l~Q~t 'il\ of 

the registered electors who are own~s--of--te~ev+s+on--se~s 

u:~i®au __ gL_t.M_--illUr..is:.l.• is f i 1 ed with the board <>f 
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t~usteeso the board of trustees shall forthwith notify the 

bodrd or boa~d~ ~f ~ounty commissioners which created the 

district. Such boa~d o~ boards of county co .. issioners snail 

by ~~solution iaaediately declare the district abandoned. 

121 All p~op~rties and aoney reaaining after the 

satisfaction of all debts and obligatoons of such abandoned 

dist~ict shall be deposited to the credit of the qeneral 

fund of the county. lf the abandoned district eabraced areas 

in aore than one county. properties and money re•alnlng 

after the satisfCJction of all debts and obligations of such 

abandoned district shall be deposited to the credit of the 

9eneral funds of such counties in proportion to the n .. ber 

of-~e~ev~s•en-se~s ~~o of tbe portjgo of the dj~ 

lD~~Q in each county wh+ch-were-served-by-~he-e+s~r+e~.· 

iECllQN_lQ~ __ ltl~f_lS_A_NfH_~A-iEtllQU-ItlAl_RfAOii 

Authoriz~tion for F~ translato~. (1) A television 

district •ay construct and operate a broadcast FM translator 

facility (86 to 106 Megahertz) as provided in this section. 

12) (a) A request to provide. FH tran~1CJtor services 

way be initiated by a petition si1ned by at least 51' of th~ 

re~istered electors who are residents of the television 

district and presented to the board of county coaaissioners 

~hich initially established the district. The petition, its 

filing, and it~ processing are governed by 7-13-2503, 

7-l3-2S04. ann 7-lJ-2505. 
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1 (b) Upon receiving a certified petition, the board of 

Z county coemissioners shall give notice and hold a hearing as 

3 provided in 7-l3-2SOb and 7-l3-2S07. After the hearing, the 

It board of county cae~issioners shall approve or deny the 

S petition by resolution. If the decision is to approve the 

6 petition, the resolution shall authorize the board of 

1 trustees of the district to provide the reQuested services 

8 and shall describe the proposed systeeo including the type 

q of construction. proposed location. and estieated costs. 

10 S~lQ~l. CDU1EltA11Cti• I) IS INTENOEO THAI SE~ 

11 l.ILILr.WU.f.lfU AS AN INI~&!LPARI DE IllLLh_tHAfl.EIL-ll.a 

12 f.A&I_~l'iQ.-lJ:iE_UQUllllPJLilLlliLE lo CHA PlfL..u.._U&L~ 

13 &fl.LLIILUf.llWLlQ.a 

U Sli.llll!f_lu.__llUfALU£__t..tiAfllfL_lh__LAU_IlL1919o IS 

1'> &Ell~ 

-End-
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March 14, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Business and Industry) 

That House Bill No. 424 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 9. 
Following: "AND" 
Strike: "CLARIFYING THE EXEMPTIONS FROM DISTRICT TAXES" 
Insert: "AUTHORIZING A DISTRICT TO PROVIDE AND FINANCE FM 

TRANSLATOR SERVICES UPON PETITION" 

2. Title, line 11 . 
Following: "7-13-2527," 
Insert: "7-13-2528," 
Following: "~-l~-i5i9T" 
Insert: "7-13-2529," 

3. Title, line 12. 
Following: "MCA" 
Insert: "~ AND REPEALING CHAPTER 13, LAWS OF 1979" 

4. Page 4, line 13. 
Following: "system:" 
Strike: "oiiRQ" 

5. Page 4, line 16 . 
Following: "law" 
Strike: "." 
Inaert: "; and" 

6. Page 4, line 17. 
Following: line 16 
Insert: "(12) provide FM translator services if authorized 

as provided in [section 10]." 

7. Page 5, line 15. 
Following: "district." 
Insert: "If a district is authorized to provide FM translator 

services, a copy of the resolution authorizing the services 
shall be delivered to the county assessor of each county 
within the district." 

8. Page 6, line 18. 
Following: line 17 
Insert: "Section 6. Section 7-13-2528, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"7-13-2528. Financial administration of district. (1) The 
board of trustees shall, from eai~ any list se prepared by the 
county assessor as reruired by 7-13-2527, remove the names of 
any persons who have c aimed exemption under this part and shall 
prepare a budget for the expenses for the next year. 

(2) The budget, together with the list of such persons re­
siding in the district and subject to the special tax after all 
exemptions have been allowed as provided in this part, shall be 
presented by September 1 to the board of county commissioners, 
who shall levy the tax requested by sa.id trustees. The board 
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shall levy such tax in accordance with the request herein 
mentioned. In preparing the budyetl the board of trustees shall 
maintain separate budgets !or te ev sion services and for FM 
translator services and shall specify the tax to be levied on 
property owners for these services. The tax shall be certified 
to the county clerk and recorder and entered on the assessment 
books as against such persons and collected by the county 
treasurer as· all other taxes are collected. 

(3) The county treasurer shall be the treasurer for said 
district and hold said taxes, as collected, in a separate fund 
to be dis.bursed by him upon warrants drawn by the trustees, 
at least two of whom shall sign any warrant for the disbursement 
of such funds by the county treasurer." 

Section 7. Section 7-13-2529, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 
"7-13-.2529. Exemption for nonbenefited taxpayers. (1) The 
taxpayers in the television district who do not receive the 
signal of the television translator station or who receive 
direct reception from the television station from which the 
television translator repeats a signal or receive service 
through the medium of a community antenna system on which 
they are a subscriber in good standing will be exempt from 
the payment of the tax for the support of the television 
1ervices of the television district, provided they file an 
affidavit setting forth any of the grounds above mentioned. 
The affidavit shall be filed with the board of trustees, 
who shall upon the receipt of such affidavit have the names 
of such persons so exempted from the tax for television 
services stricken from the list of taxpayers certified to 
the bOard of county commissioners. The exempted persons 
shall not be liable for such tax. 

make a false or 
in this section 

9. Page 8, line 9. 
Following: line 8 
Insert: "Section 10. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION 

Authorization for FM translator. 
televiaion district may construct and operate a 
rM translator facility (88 to 108 Megahertz) as 
this section. 

THAT READS: 
(1) A 
broadcast 
provided in 

1 

(2) (a) A request to provide FM translator services may be 
initiated by a petition signed by at least 51% of the registered 
electors who are residents of the television district and 
presented to the board of county commissioners which initially 
established the district. The petition, its filing, and its 
processing are governed by 7-13-2503, 7-13-2504, and 7-13-2505. 
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(b) Upon receiving a certified petition, the board of county 
commissioners shall give notice and hold a hearing as provided 
in 7-13-2506 and 7-13-2507. After the hearing, the board of 
county commissioners shall approve or deny the petition by 
resolution. If the decision is to approve the petition, the 
resolution shall authorize the board of trustees of the district 
to provide the requested services and shall describe the proposed 
system, including the type of construction, proposed location, 
and estimated costs . 

Section 11. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS: 
Codification. It is intended that section 10 be codified as 
an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13, part 25, and the 
provisions of Title 7, chapter 13, part 25, apply to section 10 • 

Section 12. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS: 
Repealer. Chapter 13, Laws of 1979, is repealed." 


