CHAPTER N0, 2

HOUSE BILL NO. 406
INTRODUCED BY CONROY, MARKS, IVERSON, DAY, SMITH,
ERNST, KROPP, SEIFERT, BURNETT, ROTH, FEDA, HAND,
WYRICK, VINGER, LIEN, SCHULTZ, GOULD, JOHNSTON
IN THE HOUSE

January 25, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Natural Resources.

January 29, 1979 Rereferred to Committee on
Agriculture, Livestock, and
Irrigation.

February 15, 1979 Committee recommend bill do
pass as amended. Report
adopted.

February 17, 1979 Printed and placed on members'
desks.

February 19, 1979 Second reading, do pass.

February 20, 1979 Considered correctly engrossed.

February 21, 1979 Third reading, passed.
Transmitted to second house.

IN THE SENATE

February 22, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Natural Resources,.

March 3, 1979 Committee recommend bill
be concurred in. Report
adopted.

March 6, 1979 Second reading, concurred in.

March 8, 1979 Third reading, concurred in.

IN THE HOUSE

March 9, 1979 Returned from second house.
Concurred in. Sent to
enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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v 1 to rules adopted by the boarde

2 {2y In addition to the backfilling and grading

3 requirementss the operator®s method of operation on steep

4 4
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: w8 SCT TO ALLOW USE OF ’I"p
stopes may be regulated and controlled occording to rules

&
3 INTRODUCED SPECIES 1IN REVEGETATION OF AREAS DISTURBED BY
by 5 adopted by the boarde These rules may require any measure
] COAL OR URANIUM MINING; AMENDING SECTIONS 82-4-232 AND/ Jeyr
6 whatsoever to accomplish the purpose of this parte
7 82-4-233¢ MLAL™
1 {3) A1l avaiiable topsoil shal) be removed in a
8
B separate layere guarded from erosion and polluticns kept in
9 BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
9 such a condition that it can sustain vegetation of at least
10 Section le Section 82-4-232¢ MCAy is amended to read:
10 the quality and variety it sustained prior to removals and
il "§2-4-237« Area mining required -- bond -- alternative
11 returned as the top 1ayer after the operation has been
1z plans (1) Area strip minings 3 wmethod of operation which 12 backfilled and gradeds provided that the operator shall
i3 does not roduce a bench or fill b he 3 i
p ° ! enchs is required where 13 accord substantially the same treatment to any subsurface
14 strip mining is proposede All highwalls must be reduced and 14 deposit of matarial that is capables as determined by the
15 the =t ¥ hi
e steepest slope of the reduced highwall shall be ne 15 department, of supporting surface vegetation virtually as
16 greater than 20 degrees from the horizontals. Highwall 16 well as the present topsoil
-
17 reduction shail be commenced at or beyond the top of the 17 (%) As determined by rules of the boards time limits
18 higtiwall and sloped to the graded spoil banke Reductions 18 shalil be established requiring backfillings gradings
19 backfillings and grading shall eliminate all highwalls and 19 subsidence stabilizations water controle highwall reductions
20 spoil peakse The area of land affected shall be restored to 20 topscilings plantings and revegetation to be kept current.
21 the approximate original contour of the land. When directed 21 A11 backfillinge subsidence stabilizations sealings gradings
22 by the departments the operator shall construct in the final 22 and topsciling shall be completed before necessary equipment
23 grading such diversion ditchess depressionse. or terraces as 23 is moved from the operation.
24 will accumulate or control the water runoff. Additional 24 (5) wWhen the backfillings grading subsidence
’
25 restoration work may be required by the department according 25 stabilizatione water controlse and topsoiling have been
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cowpleted and approved by the Jdepartments the commissioner
wmay release so much of the bond which was filed for that
portion of the operation as the commissioner way determince
provided that no less than %200 per acre shall be retained
by the department until such tise as the planting and
revegetation is done according to law and approved by the
departments at which time the commissioner shall release the
bond in the remaining amount.

(6} An operator may propose alternative plans other
than backfitlings gradinge highwall reducticne or
topscilings__or seedipg to o permanent diverse vegetatiwve
gover if the restoration will be consistent with the purpose
of this parts These plans shall be subwitted to the
departamente and after consultation with the landowners if
the plans are approved by the board and coaplied with within
the time limits as may be determined by the board as being
reasonable for <carrying out the planss the backfillings
gradings highwall reductions or topsoilings or _reyegetatiop
requirements of this part may be modified by the boarde An
operator who proposes alternative plans that will affect 2n
existing permit shall comply with the notice requirement of
82-4-222(1lj{k).
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altrcrnate postmining land use can be achieveds Any plan gust
ceaui ; -

affected to a condition capable of supporting the use which
it__was capable of supporting prior to any mining gperation
or_to a bigher or better usga™

Section 2. Section B2-4-233¢ MCAy is amended to read:

ng2-4-233. Planting of vegetation following grading of
disturbed areae. (1) After the operation has been backfilled,
gradeds topscilede and approved by the departments the
cperator shall prepere-the——-3soit-—and--plent-—such--tequmesy
gressesy-shrubsy-esnd-trees—upon—the-arzeo-of-tand-affected-os
are~-necessery—to--provide-—a--suitabte--permanent-—diverse
vegetative-cover—copablte—oft gstphlish on the regraded areas
apd_all other ‘tands affected a diverses. effectives and

t Li £ I 2 R

pative 1o the area of land to be affected and capable of
self-regenaration and plart  succession. ak least equal in
extent of cover o the paturol} yegetation of the area excep
process  where desirable and pecessary to achieve the
approved postmining land yse plane  The vegetative _cower
pust _be capable of:

(a} feeding and withstanding grazing pressure from a
quantity and mixture of wildlife and 1livestock at least

comparable to that which the 1and could have sustained prior

-y
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to the operation;

(b) regenerating under  the natural conditions
prevailing at the sites including occasional droughte heawvy
snowfallse and strong winds; and

{c) preventing soil erosion to the extent achieved
prior to the operatione

{2Z) The seed or plant mixturess guantitiess msethod of
plantings type and amount of lime or fertilizers mulchings
irrigations fencings and any other measures necessary to
provide a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover shall
be defined by rules of the boarde

{(3) A1l underground shaftse tunnelss or other
excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection
(1) of this section.™

~End-
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Approved by Cogmittee
on Agrisulture Livestock
& Irrigation

HOUSE BILL NO. 406
INTRODUCED BY CONROYs MARKSs IVERSONs DAY SMITH.
ERNSTy KRGPPy SEIFERT, BURNETTe ROTHe FEDAy HAND,

WYRICKs VINGERs LIENs SCHULTZy GOULDs JOHNSTON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLDW USE OF
INTRODUCED SPECIES 1IN REVEGETATION OF AREAS DISYTURBED BY

COAL OR  URANIUM MINING; AMENDING SECTIONS B82-4-232 AND

82-4-233, MCAe™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section ls Section B2-4-232y MCAs is amended to read:
"82-4-232« Area mining required ~- bond -- alternative

plane. (1) Area strip minings a3 method of operation which

does not produce a bench or fill benche is required where
strip mining is proposeds All highwalls must be reduced and
the steepest slope of the reduced highwall shall be no
greater than 20 degrees from the horizontal. Highwall
reduction shall be commenced at or beyond the top of ¢the
highwal?' and sloped to the graded spoil bank. Reductions
backfillings and grading shall eliminate a1t highwalls and
spoil peakse. The area of land affected shall be restored to
the approximate original contour of the land. When directed
by the departments the operator shall construct in the final

grading such diversion ditchess depressionss Or terraces as

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0406702

will accumulate or control the water runoffe Additional
restoration work may be required by the department according
to rules adopted by the boarde

{2) In addition to the backfilling and grading
requirementss the operator's method of operation on steep
slopes way be raqulated and controlled according to rules
adopted by the boards These rules may require any measure
whatsoever to accomplish the purpose of this parte

{3) All available topseil shal)l be removed in a
separate layers guarded from erosion and pollutions kept in
such a condition that it can sustain vegetation of at least
the quality and variety it sustained prior to removaly, and
returned 4s the top layer after the operation has been
packfillied and gradeds provided that the operator shall
accord substantislly the same trestment to any subsurface
deposit of material that is capables as determined by the
departeents of supporting surface vegetation virtually as
well as the present topsoile.

{4) As detaermined by rules of the boarde time 1limits
sthall be established requiring backfillinge gradings
subsidence stabilizations water controly highwall reductions
topsoilings plantings and revegetation to be kept currente
ATl packfillings subsidence stabilizations sealings gradinge
and topsoiling shall be completed before necessary equipment

is moved from the operation.

HB 406
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{5}y when the backfillinge gradings subsidence
stabilizations water controlse and topsoiling have been
completed and approved by the departments the commissioner
may release so much of the bond which was filed for that
portion of the operation as the commissioner may determines
provided that no less than $200 per acre shall be retained
by the department until such time as the planting and
revegetation is done according to law and approved by the
Jdepartments at uhicﬁ\tine the commissioner shall rolease the

bond in the remaining amount.

{6) An operator may propose alternative plans other
than backfiltlinge gradings highwall reductions er
topsoilings__or _seeding to a pearmanent diverse vegetative
co¥ser if the restoration will be consistent with the purpose
of this part. These plans shall be submitted to the
departe@nts and after consultation with the landowners if
the plans are approved by the board and complied with within
the time Jimits 3s may be determined by the board as being
reasonable for carrying out the planse the backfillings
gradings highwall reductions or topsoilings_or _revegetation
requirements of this part may be modified by the boards An
operator who proposes alternative plans that will affect an

existing permit shall comply with the notice requirement of
B2-4-222(1){Kk)»
41} __Lf  _2lterpate _ revegetation . is _proposeds A

-3 HB 406
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a2pagement. _plan pust be submitted showing how the area will
be utilized aod.  any _data pecessary _to show _that _the
algerpate postmining land use can be achievede Apy plao oust
reguire the oparation as a mioimun to:

{A} restore _the Yaod affected to a cooditign capable
af supporting the use which it was _capable of _supporting
nL19:._:9._anx_linln9_nﬁaxa&inn_nc.:n_a_higue:_nz-hgttgz_uag
QF_WHICH YHERE IS A REASONARLE LIKELIHOOO. IF JHE _USE QR
USES__00__NOT PRESENI ANY ACTUAL OR_PROBABLE THREAY OF WATER
DIMINUTION OR POLLUTION: _AND _IF THE PERMIT _APPLICANT®S
BPRQPOSED _LAND USE FOLLOMWING SECLAMATION 1S NOT DEEMED YO BE
IMPRACTICALs UNREASOMABLE: OR INCONSISTENT WITH APELICABLE
LANO_USE POLICIES AND PLANSs WOULD NOT INYOLVE JUNREASONABLE
DELAY IN IMPLEMENTATION. _AND WOULD NOT VIOLATE FEDERAL.
STATE. DR _LOCAL LAWZ AND

£8) PREVENI _SQIL EBOQSION JO THE EXTENT ACHIEYED PRIQR
IO _MINING.™

Section 2. Section B2-4-233, MCAs is amended to read:

"g2-4-233. 9lantipg of vegetation following grading of
disturbed areae (1)} After the operation has been backfilleds
gradeds topscileds and approved by the departments the
operator shall prepare-the--so+}--snd--piant--such--tequmesy
grossesy-shrubsy-and-trees-upon-the-area-of-Iond-affected-as
are-—necessary--to--provide--a--suitablte--permonent--diverse

vegetative-cover-copabte-of+ PREPARE THE SQIL AND PLANY SUCH

4= H8 406
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LEGUMESs GRASSESs SHRUBS. AND TREES AS ARE NECESSARY ID
establisb_on ihe regraded areas and all other lands affected
a__diverses effectives and permageot _yegetative cover af the
same_seasonal variety opative to the area of laod to he
affected _apd _capable _of _self-regeneration. _and _plant
successiop at least equal jo exteot of cover to the natucal
yegetation of the area except that introduced species. say he
used___in__the revegeiatioo . process  where desirable. and
necessary Lo achieve the approved posteining land use plane
Ihe vegetative cover must be capable ofs

{a) feeding and withstanding grazing pressure from a
quantity and mixture cf wildlife and livestock at least
comparable to that which the land could have sustained prior
to tne operation;

(b} regenerating under the natural conditions
prevailing at the sites including occasional drought. heavy
snowfallsy and strong winds; and

(c} preventing soil erosion to the extent achieved
prior to the operation.

{2) The seed or plant mixtures, quantitiess mathod of
plantingy type and amount of lime or fertilizer, mulchings
irrigations fencings and any other measures necessary to
provide a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover shaill
be defined by rules of the board.

(3} AWl wunderground shaftss tunnelsy or other

—-5- HA 406
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excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection

{1} of this section.”

-f-

-End~-

HB 406
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HOUSE BILL NOe 406
INTRCDUCED BY CONROYs MARKSs IVERSONe DAY, SMITHe
ERNSTy KROPPs SEIFERTs BURNETT: ROTHe FEDAs HANDs

WYRICKs VINGERs LIENs SCHULTZ» GOULDe JOHNSTON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN ACT TO ALLOW USE OF
INTRODUCED SPECIES 1IN REVEGETATION OF AREAS DISTURBED BY

COAL DR URANIUM MINING; AMENDING SECTIONS 82~4-232 ANO

82-4-233s NCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section B82-4-2324 MCAs is amended to read:
ng2-4-232. Area mining required -- bond -~ alternative

plane (1) Area strip minings 8 method of operation which

does not produce a bench or fill benchs is required where
strip mining is proposede A1l highwalls must be reduced and
the steepest slope of the reduced highwall shall be no
greater than 20 degrees from the horizontale Highwall
reduction shall be commenced at or beyond the top of the
hiyhwall and sloped to the graded spoil bank. Reductions
backfillings and grading shall eliminate all highwalls and
spoil peakss The area of land affected shall be restored to
the uspproximate original contour of the land. When directed
by the departments the operator shall construct in the final

grading such diversion ditchess depressionsy or terraces as
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will accumulate or control the water runoff. Additional
restoration work may be required by the department according
to rules adopted by the boarde

{2y In addition to the backfilling and grading
requirementss the operator's method of operation on steep
slopes may be regulated and controlled according to rules
adopted by the boarde. These rules may require any measure
whatsoever to accomplish the purpose of this part.

{3} A1l availadble topsoil shall be removed In a
separate layery guarded from erosion and pollutions kept in
such a condition that it can sustain vegetation of at least
the quatity and varlety it sustained prior to removals and
returned as the top layer after the operation has been
packfilled and gradeds provided that the operater shall
accord substantially the same treatsent to any subsurface
deposit of material that Is capables as determined by the
departsents of supporting surface vegetation virtually as
well as the present topsoll.

{4) As datermined by rules of the boards time Jimits
shall be established requiring backfillings grading,
subsidence stabilizations water controley highwall reductions
topsoilings plantings and revegetation to be kept currents
A1l packfillinges subsidence stabilizations sealings gradings
and topsoiling shall be completed before necessary equipment

is moved from the operations

-2- HB 406
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(5} HWhen the backfillings gradings subsidence
stabilizations water controisey and topsoiling have been
completed and approved by the departments the commissioner
may release 50 much of the bond which was filed for that
portion of the operation as the commissioner may determines
provided that no 1ess than $200 per acre shall be retained
by the departsent until such time as the ptanting and
revegetation is done according to law and approved by the
departmentes at which time the commissioner shall release the

bond in the remaining amount.

(6) An operator wmay propose alternative plans other
than backfillings gradings highwall reductions or
topsoilinga__or _sseding _to a persaoept diverse vegetative
coNar If the restoration will be consistent with the purpose
of this parte These plans shall be submitted to the
departsents and after consultation with the landowners if
the plans are approved by the board and complied with within
the time limits as may be determined by the board as being
reasonable for carrying out the planse the backfillings
gradings highwall reductions er topsoilingy _or . revegetation
requirements of this part may be modified by the boarde. An
operator who proposes alternative plans that will affect an
existing perwmit shall comply with the notice requirement of
82-4-222(1} (k).

i1} __1f__ alternats _ revegetation  is___proposeds a2

-3- HE 406
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aanagement  _plan sust be subsjtted showing how the area will
be_ _wtilized and _aay data necessary .to_ show _that the
alternate postmining laod use <an be achieweds Any plan must
require the operation as 3 minimus to:

LA} _restore the lYand affected to a condition capable
of _supporting the use which it _was capable _of _supporting
prigr _to _any mining operation er te.a higher gr betier use
Of _WHICH YHERE IS A REASONABLE LIKELINOOD. XF THE _USE_OR
USES__DO__NOT PRESENT ANY ACTUAL OR PROPABLE THREAL QF WATER
DIMINUTION OR POLLUTIONs _AND IF THE PERMIT _APPLICANY®S
PROPOSEN _LANG USE FOLLOWING SRECLAMATION IS NOT OEEMED T1Q EE
IMPRACTICAL s UNREASOMABLE: OR INCONSISTENT WITH _APELICADLE
LAND _USE POLICIES AND PLANS. WOULD NOT INVOLVE UNREASOMABLE
DELAY IN IMPLEMENTATION. AND WOULD NOT VIDLAYTE FEDERAL.
SIATEs OB _LOCAL LAWE AND

£8)__PREVENY _SOXL_ERQSION TQ THE EXTENT ACHIEYED PRIOR

IO _MINING.®
Section 2. Section B82-4-233¢ MCAs is amended to read:

*82-4-233. Planting of vegetation following grading of
disturbed areas (1} After the operation has been backfilleds
gradedsy topscileds and approved by the departments the
operator shall prepere-the--soil--and--plant--sueh--tegumesy
grassesv-shrubsv-and-trees-upon-the-aree-of-iond-affected-as
are--necessary--to-—provide--a--suirtabie-—permanent--diverse

vegetotive-cover-capabte-of+ PREPARE THE SQIL AND PLANT SUCH

~f~ HB 406
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LEGUMESs GRASSESs SHRUBS, AND _JREES _AS ARE NECESSARY YO
astablisb on ihe_regraded areas and all other lands affected
a_.diverses sffectives and parmanent vegstative cover of the
sape_seasoaal waciely pative.to _the _area__of _land _ta be
affected . _and __capable _of self-regeneratics _and _glaat
successiop at least aequal_in extest of cover to the _patural
¥egetation of the area except that introduced species say he

Ibe yegelative cover must be capable of:

(a) feeding and withstanding grazing pressure from a
quantity and mixture of wildlife and livestock at least
comparable to that which the land could have sustained prior
to tne operation;

(b) regenerating under the natural conditions
prevailing at the sites including occasional drought, heavy
snowfallsy and strong winds; and

(c) preventing soil aerosion to the extent achieved
prior to the oper3tions.

(2) The seed or plant mixturess gquantitiess method of
plantings type and amount of lime or fertilizer, muichinge
irrigations fencings and any other wmeasures necessary to
provide a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover shall
be defined by rules of the board.

{3) A1l wunderground shafts,y tunnelsy or other

—5- HB 406
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excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection

(1} of this sectiona."

-~-

~End-~

HB 406
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HOUSE BILL NOe. 406
INTRODUCED BY CONROYe MARKSy IVERSONs DAYe SMITH,
ERNSTs KROPPs SEIFERTs BURMNETTs RUTHe FEOAs HANDe

WYRICKe VINGERe LIENe SCHULTZ.s GOULDe JOHNSTON

A BILL FOR AN ALT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TQO ALLOW USE OF
INTRODUCED SPECIES 1IN REVEGETAYION OF AREAS DISTURBED BY
COAL OR URANIUM  HMINING; AMENDING SECTIONS 82-4-232 AND

82-4-2334 MCA.™

BF 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE DOF MONTANA:
Section ls Section 82-4-232, MCAy is amended to read:
"g2-4-232. Area mining required -- bond -- alternative

plan. {1) Area strip minings a2 method of operation which

does not produce a bench or fill benche is required where
strip mining is proposeds A1l highwalls must be reduced and
the steepest sliope of the reduced highwall shall be no
yreater than 20 degrees from the horizontale Highwall
reduction shall be commenced at or beyond the top of the
highwall oand sloped to the graded spoil banks. Reductions
packfillinges and grading shall eliwminate all highwalls and
spuil peaks. The area of land affected shall be restored to
the approximate original contour of the land. When directed
by the departments the operator shall construct in the final

grading such diversion ditchessy depressionss or terraces as
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will accumulate or control the water runoffs Additional
restoration work may be required by the department according
to rules adopted by the board.

{2} 1In addition to the backfilling and grading
requirementss the operator®s method of operation on steep
slopes ®may be regulated and controlted according to rules
adopted by the boarde These rules may require any aseasure
whatsoever to accomplish the purpose of this parte.

{3) Al available topscil shall be removed in a
separate layery guarded from erosion and pollutions kept in
such a condition that it can sustain vegetatlion of at least
the quality and vafiety it sustained prior to removaly and
returned as the topr layer after the operation has been
backfilled and gradeds provided that the operatar shall
accord substantially the same treatment to any subsurface
deposit of material that is capabley as determined by the
departments of supporting surface vegetztion virtually as
well as the present topsoil.

(4) As determined by rules of the bosrds time liwits
shall be established requiring backfillings gradings
subsidence stabilizZations water controls highwall reductions
topsoilings plantings and revegetation to be kept current.
A1} backfillingsy subsidence stahilizations sealingy gradings
and topsociling shall be completed beforc necessary equipment

is moved from the operation.

-Z2- HB 406
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(5) MWhen the backFillinge qradings subsidence
stabilizations water controlss and topsociling have been
completed and oapproved by the departments the commissioner
may release so much of the bond which was filed for that
portion of the operation as the commissioner may determines
provided that no less than $200 per acre shall be retained
by the department until such time as the planting and
revegetation is done according to law and approved by the
departments at which time the commissioner shall release the
bond in the remaining amount.

(6} An operator may propdse alternative plans other
than backfillings gradinge highwall reductiony or
topsoilingse__or _seeding Lo 3 pesrmapent diverse vegetative
cover if the restoration will be consistent with the purpose
of this part. These plans shall be submitted to the
departwments and after consultation with the Yandowners if
the plans are approved by the board and complied with within
the time limits as may be determined hy the board as being
reasonable for carrying out the planse the backfillings
gradings highwall reductions eor topscilinge or_ _revegetation
requirements of this part may be modified by the boarde. An
operator who proposes alternative plans that will affect an
existing permit shall comply with the notice requirement of
B82-64-22241)(K)»

11y __Ekf_ alteroste __revegetdtion __is__proposeds 3

-3~ HB 406
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papageaeot._plan must be submitted showing how the area will
be _utilized _and _any__data  pecessary . to  show _that _the
alteroate postmining land use can be achieveds. Apy plan amust
require the gperation as_a minimum to:

{Al__restore _the laod affected to a condition capable
aof supporting the use which it _was _capable _of supporting
prigr__to__aoy aining operatigo.oc to_a higher qr better use
QF _MBpICH THERE IS A BEASONARLE LIMKELIHOOQ, IF _THE USE OR
\USES 00 _NOX _PRESENT ANY ACTUAL OR PROBABLE THREAT QOF WATER
QISINUIION OR _POLLUTION. AND IF TYHE PERMIT _APPLICANT'S
EROPGSED.  LANO USE FOLLOWING RECLAMATION 13 NOT DEEMED TQ BE
IMPRACTICALs UNREASONABLE. QR _INCONSISYENT WITH _APPLICABLE
LAND__USE_PQLICIES AND PLANSs WOULD HNOT INYOLYE UNREASONABLE
DELAY IN_IMPLEMENIATIONs _AND WQULD NOT YIQUATE FEDERAL.
STAXE. OR LOCAL LAM: AND

1B)__PREYENT SQIL EROSION IQ THE EXTENT ACHIEVED PRIOR
IQ0_MINING.™

Section 2. Section B2-4-233, MLAs is amended to read:

"82-~4-233. Planting of vegetation following grading of
disturbed areae. (1} After the operation has been backfilleds
gradeds topsoilede and approved by the departments the
operator shall prepare-the-—-se+i--and--plant--such--}egumesy
gressesy-shrubsy-snd-trees-vpon-the-area-cf-tand-affected-as
sre--necessary~-to--provide--a~--suitabite--permanent--diverse

vegetative-cover-capabie-of+ PREPARE _THE SOIL_AKD PLANTY SUCH
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LEGUMESs GRASSESa SHRUBS. AND TREES AS _ARE _NECESSARY _TQ
establisb co the regraded areas_and all other lands affected
a__diverses effectives and permapent yegetative cover.of_the
same_segsonal variely pative to the area _of _laagd to _be
affected _aod __capable . of self-regececation__apd .plaot
succession_at least eguel 1o extent of cower to the _patural
vegetation of the area except.that introduced species may_be
used . _io__the _feyegelation _process _where _desizebl: _apd
pecessary_to achieve the aporoved posteioing. land use. plans
Ihe_xegetative cover sust be capable of:

{a) feeding and withstanding grazing pressurc from a
guantity and mixture of wildlife and 1livestock at least
comparable to that which the land could have sustained prior
to the operation;

{b) regenerating under the natural conditions
prevailing at the sitees including occasional droutdhts theavy
snowfallse and strong windsi and

{c) preventing soil erosion to the extent achiaved
prior to the operations

{2) The seed or plant mixturess quantiticss mothad of
plantings +type and amount of lime or fertilizery mulching,
irrijations fencings and any other measures necessary to
provide a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover shall
be defined by rules of the board.

t33 A1l wunderground shaftse tunnels, or other
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excavatians &re excluded from the provisions of subsection

{1) of this section.™

-5

-End-
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