January 24,

February 7,

February 8,

February 9,

1979

1979

1979

1979

HOUSE BILL 39

IN THE HOUSE

0

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill,
as amended.

Printed and placed on membpers'
desks.

Second reading, do not pass.



46th LegisTature 1C 7381701 LC 0381701

1 1 any other body having the power to issue subpoenas for
2 Ny ODHFED BY 2 refusing to disclose the source of any information or for
3 ; ° p g 3 refusing to disciose any information obtained or prepared in
4 ;‘:;E?;;E;AN ACY ENTITLED:" '™AN ACT TO amtND SE L gatharings receivings or processing information in the
5 26~1-902¢ MCAy TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION TO THL REPORTERS® 5 course of his employment.

6 CONFIDENCE ACT» POPULARLY KNDWN AS THE *SHIELD LAN's ma 6 {3} Subsections (1) and {2} dao not apply to crisinal
7 CRIMINAL CASESe" ”/ T proceediagss 2nd in  such _proceedings a gerson engaged as
& w 8 gdescribed in subsection {1) eay be sexamiped as to and
9 3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAS M 9 required to disclose aoy inforsation described in subsection
10 Section ls Section 26~1-902¢ MCAy is amended to read: 10 £11 or the source-af such joformations™
11 "26—-1-902. Extent of reporters® privileges (1) Without -End=~

12 Except s provided in subsection {3)s without his consent no

13 person engageds or who was so engaged at the time the
14 information sought was procureds in the work of or connected
15 with or employed by any newspapers naws servicey radio
16 stations television stations or community antenna television
7 service for the purpose of gatherings writing, editinge or
13 disseminating news may be examined as to or may be required
19 to disclose any information obtained or prepared or the
20 source of that information in any legal proceeding if the
21 information was gathereds receivedy or processed in the
22 course of his employmente.

23 (2) & Except as provided ja subsactiop {23)s 2 person

24 enyaged as described in subsection (1) may nct he adjudged

25 in contempt by @ judiciale legislatives administrative. or
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Approved by Committee
on Judiciary
HOUSE BILL NOe 390
INTRODUCED BY TEAGUEs KEYSERsy STAIGMILLERs
PISTORIAy CONROYs DOZIER, MENAHANs PAVLOVICH.
FEDAs MANMINGy ANDERSONe Xe ROBBINSy DAILYs

ROTHy WYRICKs GOULDs BENNETY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®aN  ACT TO AMEND SECTIONM
26-1-902s MCAy TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION TO THE REPORTERS®
CONFIDENCE ACTy POPULARLY KNOWN AS THE “*SHIELD LAW®s IN

CIIMINAL CASES."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 26~1-902¢ MCAs is amended to read:
#26-1-902. Extent of reporters?® privilege. {1) Withoue

Except as provided in subsection (3} without his consent no

person engegeds Or who was so engaged at the time the

information sought was procurede in the work of or connected
with or employed by any newspapers news services radio
stationy television stations or community antenna television
service for the purpose of gatherings writinge editings or
disseminating news may be examined as to or may be required
to disclose any information obtained or prepared or the
source of that information in any legal proceeding if the
information was gathereds receiveds or processed in th2

course of his employments
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(2) » £xcept as provided jo subsection (3)s a person
engaged as desaribed in subsection (1) may not be adjudged
in conteapt by a judicials legislatives, adaministrativer or
any other body having the power to issue subpoenas for
refusing to disclose the source of any information or for
refusing to disclose any information obtained or prepared in

gatheringe receivings or processing information in the

course of his employments.

IBNQCENCE OR GUILY OF A _DEFENDANY. AEFORE _THE. COURT HAY
BEQUIRE THE DISCLOSURE OF THE INFORMATION OR THE SOURCE IN
OPEN LOURT« IHE COURT SHALL HOLD AN __IN _LAMERA HEARING 1O
DETERMINE THE EVIDENTIARY STATUS OF THE INFORMATION SOUGHT
IO BE_QISLLOSEQa AN INDIVIDUAL SUBJECT IO JHE. OISCLOSURE
SEQUIREMENIS _ANO _MIS ATTORNEY OR__A REPRESENTAVIVE QF A
BERSON SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTIs OTHER THAN AN
INOQIYIDUAL. AND HIS AYTORNEY ARE ENTITLED TO 8F _PRESENT AJ
THE _HEARINGs NQ OTHER INDIYIOUALs OTHER YHAN THE JUDGEs MAY
BE_PRESENT."

~End-
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