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1 any other body having the power to issue subpoenas fo~ 

2 2 refusing to disclose the source of any infor•ation or for 

3 j refusing to disclose any lnforwation obtained or prepared in 

4 .. gatharing. receiving, or processing information in the 

5 26-l-902, MC.Ao TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION TO H1l R~PORTEPS' '5 course of his e•ployment. 

6 CONFIOENC.E AC.To POPULARLY KNO~N AS THE •SHif:LO LAW'o 

/J/~ 

~ 
7 CRIMINAL CASES.• 

8 

9 3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

6 Cl! Sybsect!oos 111 aod 121 dp not applr to cri•fnal 

7 QLoce&dlngs. and in sych proceedings a person engaged as 

8 dv$crjbcd jn iubl@ctjpn 111 eav be examined as to and 

9 required to dliclpse anr lnfprwatiQO described jn subsection 

10 Section l• Section Z6-l-90Z• Ht4, Js a-ended to read: 10 11) or the source·gf sycb lgfprwatlgn,• 

11 •26-1-902. Extent of reporters• privilege. (1) W+~ -End-

12 Except as groyided jn sybsection (3), vitbgyt his consent no 

13 person engaged, or who vas so engaged at the time the 

14 information sought was procured, in the work of or connected 

15 with or employed by any newspapero navs service, radio 

16 station, television station, or co .. unity antenna television 

17 service for the purpose of gathering, writing, ertitingo or 

la disseminating news may be exa•ined as to or may be required 

19 to disclose any Information obtained or prepared or the 

20 source of that infor•ation in any legal proce.,ding if the 

21 information was gathered, received, or processed in the 

22 course of his e~ployment. 

23 (21 A Except as proyldgd fo subs~ctlon (l)a a person 

24 enyaged as dgscrjbed in subsection (1) ~ay not he adjudged 

25 in contempt by a judicial. legislative, adainistrativeo or 

-2- ~-~~~~it\ 
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I l L 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE BILL NO. 390 

INTRODUC~D BY TEAGUEt KEYSERt STAIGMlllERo 

PISTORIA, CONROY, OOZIER, MENAHANt PAVLOVICH, 

FEDAo MANNING, ANDERSON, K. ROBSINSt 'lA1lYt 

ROTHt WYRICK, GOULDt SENHETT 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

26-1-902, MCAo TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION TO THE REPORTERS' 

CONFIDENCE ACTo PnPUlARLY KNOWN AS THE •SHIELD lAW'o IN 

C~IMINAL CASES.• 

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-1-902, MCAo is a•ended to read: 

wz6-l-902. Extent of reporters• privilege. (1) w+~ 

Except as proyjded jo subsection l3lo wltboUt his consent no 

person engaged, or who was so engaged at the ti•e the 

information sought was procuredo in the work of or connected 

with or employed by any newspaper, news service, radio 

st~tiono television stationo or co•ftunity antenna television 

s~rvice for the purpose of gathering• writingo editing• or 

uisseminating news may be exa•ined as to or may be required 

to disclose any infor•ation obtained or prepared or the 

source of thdt information in any legal proceeding if the 

information w~s gathered, received, or processe1 in th~ 

course of his e~ploy .. nt. 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ll 

u 

H 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

2'5 

H8 0390/02 

(2) • Except aa prqyid@d in subsection lllo a person 

engaged a~ descrjbad in ~ub&ection (11 .ay not be adjudged 

In conteapt by a judicial• leqlslatlveo ad•ln!strativeo or 

any other body having the power to Issue subpoenas for 

refusing to disclose the source of any inforaatlon or for 

refusing to disclose any lnforaation obtained or prepared in 

gathering• receivlngo or processing lnfor•ation in the 

course of hi$ .-ploy-nt. 

111 Sybsactlqos 111 apd «ZI do not apply to GriainaJ 

arocetdfnoax--eftd=-tn-=awch-=proeatdtnoa-•-person=eftiO;ed=o• 

dS&C~ibed-to=aab•ecttoo--tji--.. y--ba--•xowtoed-=aa--to--aftd 

r«QM+rtd-te=dtactoaa=aar PR~fEDlNGS NHENEYE& IHf DISCLDSUBE 

~ jofMMt.itlD d!ISCri!Md lp iUbUGtiAO UJ or the spurn 

gf iUGb iofgr .. tiAO• MOULD RESULT IN EYIQENCE THAI• IN IH£ 

DPINIQN Qf Iij£ CQUBTs CQULQ PBQBABLY BE DEIERMINAIIYE DE THE 

lltltllUNCE QB GUit.I_DE_L-D£fi.81l4ltl._ aEFQRE Tt:IE COURT _till 

&fQUl&f__JHE DISCLQ$URE QF lt:IE IHFQ8MATIQN QR THE SQURCE lN 

QPEN CQU&Ia THE CDUBI SHALL HQLD AN IN CAMERA HEAliNG TO 

DflERHlNE THE EYIDENIIARY S!AIUiJOE lt:IE INFORM~~ 

liLI.ILQllllQlllla...AlLDIUUWAL SUBJECt _l.U_IH£ QlSC.:LOSU&f 

&UlUl!E.I!.utl.L-AlfiL_HIS AIIOBNfL_11L-A.__BUBfSE~UIIVE DE A 

lttQ.U.lQ1161.£--ANQ HIS AIIORNEX_A!LfliillLfU_!O_jlf_ PRESENT ,U 

lliL_tlfM.lliii.._mLO!I:ifiLl!WU.lOUAI...t.J:lTHER IHAI:Lltl~UJ!Al: 

llf..fBESEtU," 

-End-
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