
CHAPTER NO. -~_;._W_I -. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 365 

INTRODUCED BY KESSLER, FAGG, AZZARA, 
DOZIER, KEMMIS 

January 24, 1979 

February 5, 1979 

February 6, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 8, 1979 

February 9, 1979 

February 10, 1979 

March 22, 1979 

March 24, 1979 

March 27, 1979 

March 28, 1979 

March 31, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
rejected. 

On motion Joint Conference 
Committee requested. 



April 2, 

April 12, 

April 13, 

April 16, 

April 17, 

April 18, 

1979 

1979 

1979 

1979 

1979 

1979 

Joint Conference Committee 
appointed. 

Joint Conference Committee 
reported. 

Second reading, adopted. 

Third reading, adopted. 

Second house, adopted. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

I~ BILL NO.~ 
-~-An*-"'=~ . -4"·~ 

A BILL ~OR 4N ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO STREAI'IllNE 

ANNFXATION oY PETITION BY EliMINATING THE ELtCTION IN 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; TO EXTEND THE PROCEEDING TO ALL 

MUNICIPALITIES; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-2-4609• I'!CA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEH SE,TION. Section 1. When annexation election not 

needed. (1) The governing body of a .unlcipalityw upon 

receiving a written pet.ition containing a description of 

territory requested to be annexed and signed by so~ or .ore 

of the resident freeholder electors of the t~rritory to be 

annexed. need not su~it the question of annexation to the 

qualified electors as provided in 7-2-~601. The governing 

body may approve or disapprove the petition upon its Merits. 

When the governing body approves the petition• it shall pass 

a resolution providing for the annexation. 

(2) The resolution •ust Include: 

(a) a statement that a petition has been filed with 

the governing body containing the signatures of '50~ or eore 

of the resident freeholder electors of the territory to be 

24 annexed; 

2'5 (b) a description of the boundaries of the territory 

2 

3 

~ 

') 

6 

1 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14t 

1'> 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

zz 

l..C 1057/01 

to be annexed; and 

(c) a state•ent -that "the ;,oundaries of the 

municipality are to be gxtended to include the territory 

described in the petition for annexation. 

{3t The resolution shall be incorporated in the 

ainutes of the governing body. 

(~) upon Incorporation in the alnutes• the resolution 

aust be filed and becoaes effective as provided in 7-2-~607. 

Section 2. Section 7-2-~609w I'!CA, Is aaended to read: 

•7-2-~09. Applicability of part. {1) This part~~ 

1!M-h_st ~reeedift!l federal eefts~tsw ef lees than ltftd 

she+~ ~ not repeal parts ~3 and ~5 having reference to 

extension of the corporate liaits of cities of the first, 

second, and third classes to include contiguous land but is 

intended and does provide an alternative .ethod for the 

annexation of territory or territories to aunicipal 

corporations. 

(Z) When any proceedings for annexation of territory 

or territories to any aunicipal corporation are coaaenced 

under this part. the provisions of this part and ·no other 

shall apply to such proceedings.• 

-End-

-z- tl 1:1 ? / ~-~ PI ~ . ..,,_ '- __, 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE BILL NO. 365 

INTRODU~EO BY KESSLER. FACG• AZZARA• 

DOZIER• KEMMIS 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN A~T TO STREAMLINE 

ANNEXATION BY PETITION BY ELIMINATING THE ELE~TION IN 

CERTAI~ ~IRCUHSTAN~~S; TO EXTEND THE PROCEEDING TO All 

MUNICIPALITIES; AND AMENDING SE~TION 7-2-,609, MCA.• 

BE IT ENA~TEO BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. When annexation election not 

needed. (1) The governing body of a •unicipality• upon 

receivin~ a written petition containing a description of 

territory requested to be annexed and signed by HQE\L__ll:iA!l' 

50% oP--ae~e of the resident freeholder electors of the 

territory to be annexedo need not subeit the question of 

annexation to the qualified electors as provided in 

7-Z-4601. The governing body eay approve or disapprove the 

petition upon its •erits• When the governinq body approves 

the petition, it shall pass a resolution providing for the 

annexation• 

(2) The resolution eust Include: 

{a) a state~ent that a petition has been filed with 

the governing body containing the siqnatures of au&~ _ _IH&N 

50t er--eor~ of the resident fre~holder elector~ of the 
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territory to be annexed; 

(b) a description of the boundaries of the territory 

to b~ annexed: and 

(c) a state-nt that the boundaries of the 

.unicipality are to be extended to include the territory 

:Jescrl bed in the petition for annexation• 

(3) The resolution shall be Incorporated in the 

•lnutes of the governing body. 

[~) Upon incorporation In the einutesw the resolution 

eust be filed and becomes effective as provided In 7-2-~607• 

Section 2. Section 7-2-,609• ~CA• is aeended to read: 

•7-Z-~609. Applicability of part. (1) This part she++ 

~-~-epp++e~to-e+~+e,-hev+ng-e-popa~~-~~owft-~Y 

~-•es~--pPeeed+ft1r~ed••~+-een~~-o+-+e''~n-~T869-ond 

9he++ ~ not repeal parts ~3 and '5 having reference to 

extension of the corporate lieits of cities of the first. 

second• and third classes to Include contiguous land but is 

Intended and does provide an alternative eethod for the 

annexation of territory or territories to •unicipal 

corporations. 

(2) ~hen any proceedings for annexation of territory 

or territories to any municipal corporation are co•menced 

under this part, the provisions of this part and no other 

s~all apply to such proceedings.* 

-End-

-2- HB 365 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 365 

INTRODUCED BY KESSLER, FAGG, AZZARA, 

DOZIER, KEMMIS 

STREAIU.INE 

ELECTION IN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO 

ANNEXATION BY PETITION BY ELIMINATING THE 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; TO EXTEND THE PRaCEEOlNG TO ALL 

MUNICIPALITIES; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-2-4609, MCA.• 

Bt IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION• Section 1. When annexation election not 

needed. (1) The governing body of a •unlcipality, upon 

receiving a written petition containing a description of 

territory requested to be annexed and signed by agRE THAN 

50~ or--~e of the resident freeholder electors of the 

territory to be annexed, need not su~it the question of 

annexation to the qualified electors as provided in 

7-2-4601. The governing body •ay approve or disapprove the 

petition upon its •erits. When the governinq body approves 

the petition. it shall pass a resolution providing for the 

annexation• 

(Z) The resolution must Include: 

(a) a state•ent that a petition has been filed with 

the qovernin9 body containing the signatures of MOBf__ltlAB 

50~ or--acre of the resident freeholder electors of the 
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territory to be annexed; 

(b) a description of the boundaries of the territory 

to be annexed; and 

(c) a state-nt that the boundaries of the 

.uniclpality are to be extended to include the territory 

~scribed In the petition for annexation• 

(3) The resolution shall be Incorporated In the 

•fnutes of the governing body. 

(~) Upon Incorporation In the •lnutes, the resolution 

aust be filed and beco•es effective as provided In 7-2-4607. 

Section z. Section 7-2-4609, ~CA. Is a.anded to read: 

•7-Z-4609. Applicability of part. (1) This part ~++ 

ftOt:-&e-epp++~to-e+t~-tlcw+ttg-e~'h-t<f.ottY-e,-,.,owrrl!ly 

tM--+efl:- -preeecfi ....- f'edere1 eeftS-.~e--tfteft-Hri&9-1H'I~ 

~+ ~ not repeal parts ~3 and ~5 having reference to 

extension of the corporate ll•lts of cities of the first, 

second• and third classes to include contiguous land but is 

intended and does provide an alternative •ethod for the 

annexation of territory or 

corporations. 

territories to eunicipal 

(2) When any proceedings for annexation of territory 

or territories to any .unlclpal corporetlon are co~•enced 

under this part, the provisions of this part and no other 

shall apply to such proceedings." 

-End-

-?- HB 365 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 365 

INTRODUCED BY KESSLER• FAGG• AZZARA, 

OOZIERo KEMMJ S 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO 

ANNEXATION BY PETITION 8Y ELIMINATING THE 

STREAMLINE 

ElECTION IN 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCESi TO EXTEND THE PROCEEDING TO ALL 

KUNICIPALITIESi AND AMENDING SECTION 7-2-~609• MCA.• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

«~SECTION. Section l• When annexation election not 

needed. (1) The governing body of a .unicipalityo upon 

receiving a written petition containing a description of 

territory requested to be annexed and signed by MBBf--JHtN 

50t er--.ore QR MQRE of the resident freeholder electors of 

the territory to be annexed, need not submit the question of 

annexation to the qualified electors as provided in 

7-2-~601. The governing body aay approve or disapprove the 

petition upon its eerits. When the governing body approves 

the petition, it shall pass a resolution providing for the 

annexation. 

(2) The resolution .ust include: 

(a) a statement that a petition has been filed with 

the governing body containing the signatures of H9&E-fH6N 

50~ er-~re OR MORE of the resident freeholder electors of 
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the territory to be annexed; 

(b) a description of the boundaries of the territory 

to be annexed; and 

(c) a state-nt that the boUndaries of the 

eunicipality are to be extended to include the territory 

described in the petition for annexation. 

(3) The resolution shall be incorporated In 

elnutes of the governing body. 

the 

(4) upon l~orporetion In the elnutes, the reaolutlon 

eust be filed and becoees effective as provided In 7-2-4607. 

Section 2. Section l-Z-4609, MCAo Is ... nded to read: 

•7-2-4609. Applicability of part. (1) This pert~ . . 
~-be-itp~~en+--IMIY+ttt-•-,..,_.eNett .. -..-.ttewft-lty 

.,.e-'1-afl:-preeed+n,-fetl-•~-e-n.-ef-....-•~w~-•e..eee--ltftd 

she+• ~ not repeat parts ~3 and "5 having reference to 

extension of the corporate lieits of cities of the first, 

second, and third clas5es to Include contiguous land but is 

intended and does provide an alternative eethod for the 

annexation of territory or territories to euniclpal 

corporations. 

(2} When any proceedings for annexation of territory 

or territories to any eunicipal corporation are c~nced 

under this parto the provisions of this part and no other 

shall apply to such proceedings." 

-End-

-2- HB 365 

R E F E R E N C E B I L l 



~6th Legislature HB 0365/0" 

2 

3 

4 

') 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

l1 

12 

B 

14 

15 

16 

11 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

.25 

HOUSE BILL ~o. 365 

INTRODUCED BY KESSLERt FAGG, AZZARA, 

DOZI ERt KEI'IIH S 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO STREAMLINE 

ANNEXATION SY PETITION BY ELIMINATING THE ELECTION IN 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; TO EXTEND THE PROCEEDING TO All 

MUNICIPALITIES; ANO AMENDING SECTION 7-2-.. 609t MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF I'IONTANA: 

HEH_5ECIION. Section 1• When annexation election not 

needed. (1) The governing body of a municipality, upon 

receiving a written petition containing a descrlptian of 

territory requested to be annexed and signed by MBftf-=fHtN 

HO&f__lHAH 50% ~--aore BR-Mftftf of the resident freeholder 

electors of the territory to be annexed, need not sub•it the 

question of annexation to the qualified electors as provided 

in 7-2-.,601. The governing body •ay approve or disapprove 

the oetition upon its •erits. ~hen the governing body 

approves the petition, it shall pass a resolution providing 

for the annexation. 

(2) The resolution •ust include: 

(a) a statement that a petition has been filed with 

the governing body containing the signatures of KeftE--iH&H 

MQRE~ 50% er--~re Bft-1'188£ of the resident freeholder 

1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l<t 

15 

16 

17 

l8 

19 

20 

21 

2.2 

23 

2'• 

HB 0365/0 .. 

electors of the territory to be annexed; 

(b) a description of the boundaries of the territory 

to be annexed; and 

(c I a state•ent that the boundaries of the 

municipality are to be extended to Include the territory 

described in the petition for annexation• 

(3) The resolution shall be Incorporated in the 

•lnutes of the governing body. 

(It) Upon Incorporation in the •lnutes, the resolution 

aust be filed and becoees effective as provided in 7-Z-.,607. 

Section 2. Section 7-2-.,6D9, MCA, Is a.ended to read: 

•7-Z-<t609. Applicability of part. (lt This part ~a++ 

~-be-ap~+eab~e-~e-e+~..-hav~~-a-~ep~~a~+en~-as-shewn-ey 

~~e--~8'~--p~ee~tft~~ere+-e~~~-of-~~,-~hen-i8y&ee-end 

sh&+t ~ not repeal parts .,3 and ~5 having reference to 

extension of the corporate ll•its of citles of the first, 

secondt and third clas5es to include contiguous land but is 

intended and doe~ provide an alternative .ethod for the 

annexation of territory or territories to IIUnicipal 

corporatIons. 

(21 When any proceedings for annexation of territory 

or territories to any •unlcipal corporation are co••enced 

under this part, the provisions of this part and no other 

shall apply to such proceeoings.• 

-End-

REFERENCE BILL: INCLUDES JOINT 
CONFERENCE~TTEE REPORT. 
DATED ¥J-'9' 

-2- HB 365 



March 22, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Local Government) 

That House Bill No. 365, third reading bill, be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 14. 
Strike: "MORE THAN" 

2. Page 1, line 15. 
Following: "50%" 
Insert: .. or more" 

3. Page l, line 24. 
Strike: "MORE THAN" 

4. Page 1, line 25. 
Following: "50%" 
Insert: 11 0r more" 


