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HOUSE BILL NO. 364

INTRODUCED BY UHDEs KEEDY

A 8ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO ALLOW THE USE OF

BLUE LIGHTS ON AMBULANCES; AMENDING SECTION 61-9-402y MCA.™

3F IT ENACTED 2Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Section 61~9-4024 MCAs is amended to read:

"51-9-402. Audible and visual signals on vehicles. (1)
A police wvehicle gy _ambulance shall be equipped with a siren
capable of giving an audible signal and mays but need note
be equipped with alternately flashing or rotating red or
blue lights as specified hereins The use of sianal equiprent
described herein shall impose upon the drivers of other
vehicles the cobligation to yield right-of-way and/or to stop
and to proceed past such signal or light only with caution
and at a speed which is no areater than is reasonabtle and
areper  under the conditions existina 2t the point of
operationa

(2} Every authorized emergency vehicle shalle in
addition to any other equipment and distinctive warkings
required Sy this chaptere be equipped with a siren and an
alternately flashing or vrotating red light as specified
hereine

{3) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in
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addition to any other equipment and distinctive wmarkings
requirad by this chapters be equipped with signal lamps
mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as
practicables which shall be <capable of displaying to the
front two alternately flashing red 1lights 1located &t the
same  level and to the rear two alternately flashing red
lights located at the same levels and thase 1lights shall
have sufficient intensity to bhe vwvisible at 500 feet in
normal sunlight.

(4) Every bus used for the transportation of school
children shalle in addition to any other equipment and
distinctive markings required by this chapters be equipped
with signal lamps wmounted as high and as widely spaced
Taterally as practicabley displaying to the front two red
and two asber alternating flashing lights and to the rear
two red and two amber altternating flashing lightse These
lizhts shall nave sufficient intensity to bte visible at 500
fect in normel sunlighte The warning lights sh31l be of a
type and located on each bus as prescribed by the state
board of education and approved by the divisione

{5) Police vehicles and authorized cmergency wvehicles
mays and emergency service vehicles shalle in addition to
any other eguinment and distinctive wmarkings required by
this chapter be equipped with 2lternately flashing or

rotating amber liahts 2a3s specified hereine The wuse of
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signal equipment described herein shall iapose upeon the
drivers of other wehicles the oblingation to yield
right-of-way and/or to stop and tn procead past such signal
or Vight only with caution and at 3 speed which is no
greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions
existing at the point of operation.

{6) Bluese reds and amher Tiqghts required in
subsections (1) (2)¢ and (3} of this section shall be
mounted as high as and as widely spaced laterally as
procticable and capable of displaying to the front two
alternately flashing lights of the specified color 1located
3t the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing
1iahts of the specified color located at the same tevel or
as an alternativee one rotating Vight of the specified
colore mounted as high as is practicable which shall be both
visible front and rear« These lights shall have sufficient
intensity to be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlights The
use cf Llue lights as reguired in subsection (1) of this
section shall be restricted to police vehicles as defined in
61-i-118 and 2mtulascgs.™

~End~

-3- HE 364



