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CHAPTER NO. ----l.t1J~5--. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 350 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Adminis­
tration. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading do pass as 
amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Adminis­
tration. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Hotion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred 
in as amended. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 
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IN THE HOUSE 
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Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

On motion consideration passed 
until the 7lst Legislative Day. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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4 A 3Ill FOP A:'>< ACT E~TITL~rJ: •AN ACT TO AOOI'T A CODE Cl' ~AIR 

5 CAMPAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR All 

b CANDIDATES TO SUBSCRIBE TO THAT CODE.• 

"1 

2 ~l IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH~ STATE OF MONTAhA: 

9 Section 1. Adoption of code of fair caa;:>ilign 

10 practices. The followiny code of fair caapaign practices is 

ll adopted by ~ontaoa: 

12 There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and 

13 f~ir nlay that ~very candidate for public office in the 

14 Unit-"u States h3s a moral obligation to ooserve an<l upi'Ll<:l, 

1'> in order that, after vigorously contested but fairly 

16 conducted campaigns, our cit i Zf!ns 11ay exercise t.he i r 

l1 constitulie>nal ri 'ht to a freoo and untr.~nLneled choice dn·r 

l~ th~ will of thu puople may be fully and clearly express~j on 

i9 th~ is~ues before the country. Therefore: 

2lJ shall conduct my campCJiOjn in the best A:neric .. n 

2l tr.a-~itiollt di scussin-~ the is.$U :s as. I se·~ the-'TI, pr .... s~~ntin:' 

<:2 my r~cord and policies with sincerity and frankness, and 

23 criticizing without te~r or fnvor the record and pol ici~~ of 

~4 ~y opponent dn~ his party ~hich merit such c~iticism. 

25 I shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified 
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LC 0571/01 

~mericdn v-ot\.~r to fvi1 and ~qu-d p.a.rtic-ip.:Jtinn in th~ 

el~ctoral ;Pro<:ess. 

I shal, condemn thg use of r'~f"SOn.:tl vilific~tiofl~ 

c~aracter defamation, whispering ca~paigns, libel, slander 9 

or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his p~rsonal or 

famll'l life. 

shall condemn the use "'f ca•palgn 11aterial of .~ny 

sort which •isrepresentso distortso or otherwise falsifius 

the facts reyarding anr candidateo as well as the use of 

aalicious or unfounded accusations against any candidate 

which aim at creating or cx~loitlng doubtso without 

justification, as to his loyalty and patriotis~. 

I shall conde•n any appeal to prejudice based on race. 

~ext c~eedt or n~tional origin. 

shall conde•n any dishonest or unethical practice 

which tends to corrupt or under•lne our Aeerican system of 

free elactions or which ha•pers or prevants the full and 

freo expression of the will of the voters. 

I shall im~~diately and publicly repudiate suvvort 

JP.ri linq from any individual or ~roup which rese>rts, ''n 

oehalf of •y candidJcy or in apposition to that of ~v 

opponent, to th" '''"thods and tcJctics. that I condemn. 

Section 2. C~ndidates to be given opportunity to 

s.u..;scribe to carr·~.?ot JO ;.JrdcticC'5. code-- publicity. {l) Th., 

commissioner vf ca•paign practices shall prepare ~ for~ 

-2- I LJ3 .... 2 .:'::' D rr -""~ 
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1 which contains the code of fair ca~poign proctices p~ovided 

2 for In [section 1] and d place for a candidate to sl~n the 

3 form and to indicate that the candid~te endors~s, suhscribes 

~ to, ~nd pledges to abide by th~ code. 

5 IZJ Eac,., c • .>ndidat<> required to file state•ents or 

6 reports with the co~mlssioner shall be s~nt a copy of this 

7 for•• Sl~ning the for• Is voluntary, and a failure or 

6 refusal to sign is not a violation of the election laws. A 

9 form shall be sent for each election as soon as f~asib1e. 

10 The signed for• shall be returned to the coemissioner. 

11 f3) The comaissioner shall supply the secretary of 

12 stateo the county registrars• and the city and town clerks 

13 with for•s• Any candidate not required to file with the 

1~ coaaissioner but wishing to subscribe to the code aay obtain 

15 the for• fro• the CODmissioncr, the secretary of st~te, a 

lC:. county reo,Ji5trar, or a city or town clerk <1nd "'"'Y sign the 

17 for• and deliver it to the co•~issioner. 

18 (41 The co11111 iss i cner sh.>ll publicize the code and it» 

19 contents and shall inform th~ public of th~ names of all 

20 candidates who hav~ signed th~ form and subscrine to th~ 

21 code. 

-EnJ-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 146-79 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·J5 

In compliance with a written request received January 26 , 19 Zi._, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House B i 11 350 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 
" - - _____ ..... -
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
. 

House Bill 350 provides for the adoption of a Code of Fair Campaign Practices and provides 
an opportunity for all candidates to voluntarily subscribe to that code. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Proposed legislation can be administered through current level FTE of the 
Office of Commissioner of Campaign Finances and Practices. 

2. Form required for distribution to candidates can be reproduced on front 
and reverse side of a single 8! x 11 sheet. 

3. Each candidate will have to be furnished with 3 copies of the oath--those 
desiring to voluntarily subscribe to the oath will file a copy with the 
Commissioner and their county clerk and will maintain a copy for their 
own record. 

4. Printing of Code for all candidates participating in elections during 
FY 80 and 81 will be printed In FV 80. 

EXPENDITURE IMPACT: 
FV 80 

Printing cost under current law $ 0 

Printing cost under proposed $ 155 

Increase in printing cost $ 155 

The additional cost must be funded from the State General Fund. 

FV 81 
$ 0 

$ 0 

$ 0 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 1/1>~/?1 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Admini~tration 

_ ~J.J..&w £. BILL NO. .!t$0 
I NTROOUC EO 3Y 

A BILL FOP. AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT TO ADOPT A CODE {]f FAIR 

CA~PAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FO~ All 

CANDIDATES Tu SUBSCRIBE TO THAT CODE." 

oE IT EN.r.CTEO BY THE l!':CISLUURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Adoption of code of fair C<llllj.JC>Ign 

practices. The following code of fair ca11paign practices is 

adopted by Montana: 

The~e a~~ basic princiRles of decency, honesty, and 

fnir Dlay that eve~y candidate for public office in the 

United States has a moral obligation to observe and uphold, 

in 0~der th.:lt• after v i.gorou:oly__ contested but f<li rly 

c~Jnduct~j caonpaigns, o~~ citizens may exercis~ th~i~ 

ccr>stitut.ional right to a f~ee ancl untr<JII~J,eled choice dn1 

th2 will of th~ people •ay be fully and clearly expres~ed on 

Lh~ issues before the country. Ther~for": 

shall conduct •Y campai1n in the best American 

tr-nditioll• discu~si"ny the iss.u12s a.s I s.e~ the11., prc~-:ntjnn 

my r·-cord and policies with sin~erity and f~ankness. and 

criticizing without fear or favor the record and pol icie~ of 

my opponent dOd his party which merit such c~iticism. 

I shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified 
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A.erican voter to full and equal participation In the 

electoral process. 

I shall conde•n the use of personal vilification, 

ctoor~ter defa•ation, whispering ca•paigns, 1 ibelo slander, 

or scurrilous attacKs on any candidate or his personal or 

family life. 

shall condemn th~ use of ca.paign •aterlal of any 

sort which •isrepresents, distorts, or otherwise falsifies 

-the facts regarding any candidate, as well as the use of 

.aliclous or unfounded accusations against any candidate 

which ailll at creating or exploiting doubts, without 

justification, as to his loyalty and patriotis•• 

I shall conde•n any appeal to prejudice based on race, 

sex, creeo, or national origin. 

~hall condemn any dishonest o~ unethical practic€ 

which tends to corrurt or under•lne our AS€rican systc~ of 

free el~ctions or which ha~pers or prevents the full and 

free ~A~ression of the will of the voters. 

I shall i81>~ediately and publicly repudiate sup:1ort 

deri~ing fro~ any individual or ~roup which resorts. no 

ueh.>lf of my canuicHcy or in opposition to that of .. y 

opponent, to the ~~thous and tdctic5 that I condemn. 

Section 2. Candidates to be given opportunity to 

su~scribe to ca~pai1n ~rdctices code-- publicity. (1) Th~ 

co~issioner vf ca-vaiqn practices sha11 prepare a form 

-2-
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l which contains the code of fair caapaign practices provided 

Z for in [section 1} and a place for a candidate to sign the 

3 fore and to indicate that the candidat~ endors~s, suhscribes 

~ to, and plcdqes to abide by the code. 

5 tZJ Each candidate required to file state-.nts or 

6 re~orts with the co•aissioner shall b~ sent a copy of this 

7 for•• Signing the for• Is voluntary, and a failure or 

8 refusal to sign is not a violation of the election laMs• A 

9 for• shall be sent for each election as soon as f~asible. 

10 The signed for• shall be returned to the coe.lssioner. 

11 (3) The coa.lssioner shall supply the secretary of 

12 statee the county registrars. and the city and town clerks 

13 with for•s• Any candidate not required to file with the 

1~ co.,.issioner but wishing to subscri.be to the code •ay obtain 

15 the fore fro• the co .. lssloner. the secretary of state, a 

16 county registrar. or a city or town clerk and aay sign the 

17 fora and deliver it to the coealssioner. 

16 (~) The co .. issioner shall publicize the code and its 

19 contents and shall infor~ th~ public of the naaes of all 

20 candidates who have signed the for• and subscribe to the 

21 codeo 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 350 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT 

~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ADOPT A COO£ OF FAIR 

CAMPAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR All 

CANDIDATFS TO SUBSCRIBE TO THAT CODE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Adoption of code of fair ca•paign 

practices. The following code of fair caMpaign practices is 

adopted by Montana: 

There are basic principles 

fair play that every candidate for 

of decency, honesty, and 

public office in the 

United States has a •oral obligation to observe and uphold, 

in order thato after vigorously contested but fairly 

conducted ca11paignso our citizens may exercise their 

constitutional right to a free and untra .. eled choice and 

the will of the people 11ay be fully and clearly expressed on 

the issues before the country. Therefore: 

shall conduct 11y ca11paign in the best A11erican 

trdditiont discussing the issues as I see the•• presenting 

my record and policies with sincerity and frankness. and 

criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of 

my opponent and his party which 11erit such criticism. 

l shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified 
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A•erlcan voter to full and equal participation in the 

electoral process. 

I shall conde•n the use of personal vilification, 

character defa•atlont whispering ca.palqns. 11Del• slander• 

or scurri,ous attacks on any candidate or his personal or 

fa•lly life. 

shall conde.n the use of caMpai9n ftaterial of any 

$0rt which •lsrepresents, distorts. or otherwise fa1sifi9S 

the facts regarding any candidate• as well as the use of 

.allcious or unfounded accusations against any candidate 

which ai• at creatiAg or exploiting doubts. without 

justification. as to his loyalty and patriotism. 

I shall conde•n any appeal to prejudice b~sed on race. 

sex. creed, or national origin. 

shall conde•n any dishonest or unethical practice 

~hlch tends to corrupt or under•ine our A•erican syste• of 

free elections or which ha11pers or prevents the full and 

free expression of the will of the voters. 

l shall iaaedlately and publicly repudiate support 

deriving from any individual or group which resorts, on 

beh3lf of •Y candidacy or In opposition to that of my 

opponento to the methods and tactics that I conde•n• 

Saction 2. Candidates to be given opportunity to 

subscribe tc ca11paiqn practices code-- publicity. (1) The 

co•missloner of ca.paign practices shall prepare a for• 

-z- HB 350 
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1 which contains the code of fair campaign practices provided 

2 for in [section 1) and a placP. for a candidate to sign the 

l for• and to indicate that thP. C3ndid•t~ ~ndors~s. subscribes 

~ too and pledges to abide by the code. 

5 (2) Each candidate required to file state•ents or 

6 reports with the co .. lssioner shall be sent a copy of thl$ 

1 for•• Signing the for• Is voluntary• and a failure or 

8 refusal to sign Is not a violation of the election laws. A 

9 fore shall be sent for each election as soon as feasible. 

10 The signed fore shall be returned to the coealssioner. 

11 (3) The co .. lssloner shall supply the secretary of 

lZ st~•• the county registrars. and the city and town clarks 

13 with fores. Any candidate not required to file with the 

t• co .. issioner but wishinq to subscribe to the code eay obtain 

15 the fora fro• the co .. lssionero the secretary of state, a 

16 county registrar• or a city or town clerk and aay sign the 

17 fora and deliver It to the coaaissioner. 

18 t~t--f~e-ee..+.,+Oft8r-~t-pab++e~2e-t~-eede-end--+ts 

19 e~en~--·~-~++--+nfer.--the-p~b++e-of-the-neees-o+-e++ 

20 ee~+detes-whe-h-.e-s+9ned-the-f~M--end--s~bseP+be--te--t~ 

21 eodew 

-End-

-3- HB 350 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 350 

INTROOUCEO BY VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ADOPT A CODE OF FAIR 

CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ANO TO PROVIOE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL 

CANDIDATES TO SUBSCRIBE TO THAT CODE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Adoption of code of fair ca,.,p<Jiqn 

practices. The following code of fair campaign practices is 

adopted by Montana: 

There are basic principles of decency, honesty. and 

fair play that every candidate for public office in the 

United States has a eoral obligation to observe and ~pholdo 

in order that. after vigorously contested but f.:.irly 

conducted campaigns, our citizens eay exercisE their 

constitutional right to a free and untrammeled choice an~ 

the will of the people •ay be fully and clearly expressed on 

th~ issues before the country. Therefore: 

~"ef+ H~L conduct ey caepaiqn in th~ best A~erican 

trddition. discussing the issues as I see thP~o presentinq 

my record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and 

criticizing without fear or fa11or the record an<l pol icie~ of 

my opponent and his party which merit such critici~m. 

I ~hell ~lLL defend and uphold the rig~t of ellery 
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qualified American voter to full and equal participation in 

the electoral process. 

I ~"e+l-~ond~mn H~L-~~QUkl-~-~!H£Al~--aliHOUI the 

use of personal 11i 1 ification• character defamation, 

whispering campaigns• libel, slander. or scurrilous attacks 

on any--~endYdete ~-~illlQH or his personal or family 

life. 

~he++-~onde•n--t"e--use--of ~LL__KQI__uif campaign 

•aterial of any sort which misrepresents. distorts, or 

otherwise falsifies the facts-rego~dtng--any--cendtdate.--e~ 

we++--e~--the--u~e-ef£_~QA_wlL~-l-~E •alicious or unfounded 

accu~ations &9&fn~t-eny-cendfdete which aim at creating or 

exploiting doubtso without justification, as to h+~ Itif 

l~yalty and patriotism Df_~_QffQSlllQH• 

1 ~hall-eendemn WlLL-HDI-HA~ any appeal to prPjudice 

based on race, sex, creedo or national origin. 

~"e++--cendemn WlLL __ HQI _ _u~QEBIA~E--OB~OMUObt any 

dishonest or unpthical practice which tends to corrupt or 

undermine our A~erican system of free elections or which 

ha~pers or prevent~ the full and free expression of the will 

of the vot.(• r ~. 

+-~ne++ ltl~OEAR-Ai_lS_fUSil~Lf£_l_~lLL im~ediately and 

publicly repudiate support deriving from any individual or 

-,~roup whict. rcsortso on behalf of my candidacy or in 

oppo>ition to that of my opponent. to the methods ~nd 

-2- H!'l 350 
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tactics that t ~o"de~n ~~fL~ID-Mal_IQ_uif __ o& __ ~UD~f· 
2 Section z. Candidates to be given opportunity to 

3 subscribe to caNpaign practices code-- publicity. (1) Th~ 

~ coMmissioner of ca•paign practices shall prepare a for• 

S ~hich contains the code of fair ca•paign practices provided 

6 for in [section 11 and a place for a candidate to siqn the 

7 tor• and to indicate that the candidate endorses• subscribes 

B tot and pledges to abide by the code. 

9 (2) Each candidate required to file state•ents or 

10 reports with the co .. issioner shall be sent a copy of this 

11 for•• Signing the fore is volunlaryo and a failure or 

12 refusal to siqn is not a violation of the election laws. A 

13 forN shall be sent for each election as soon as feasible. 

1~ The signed for• shall be returned to the co••issloner. 

15 (l) The co101•i ssioner .ohall supply the secretary of 

1b state, the county registrars. and the city and town clerks 

17 with forrs. Any candidate not required to file with the 

lB co••issioner but wishing to subscribe to the code ~ay obtain 

19 the for~ fro• the coaMissioner. the secretary of state. a 

20 county registrar, or a city or town clerk and •ay sign the 

21 form and deliver it to the com101issioner. 

22 t~t--f~e-~oNftfss+oner-s~otl-~abl+~+re-~~-~ode-ond--+ts 

23 ~ontent~--ond--~he+f--fnfor•--t~e-pab+~~-of-th~-ne•e~-of-of+ 

2~ ~ond+dete~-whe-heve-s+gned-t~e-for•--end--sab~er•be--to--the 

25 ~ode• 

-End-
-3- HB 350 



March 15, 1979 

SENATE S'l'ANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(State Administration) 

'I'h<1t House: Bill No. 350, third reading bill, be amended as follows: 

l. Page 1, line 20. 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "shall" 
Insert: "will" 

2. Page 1, line 25. 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "shall" 
Insert: "will" 

3. Page 2, line 3. 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "shall condemn" 
Insert: "will conduct my campaign without:" 

4. Page 2, line 5. 
Following: "on" 
Strike: "any candidate on" 
Insert: "my opposition" 

5. Page 2, line 7. 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "shall condemn the use of" 
Insert: ''will not use" 

6. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "Facts" 
Strike: "regarding any candidate, as well as the use of" 
Insert: ", nor will I use" 

7. Page 2, line 10. 
Following: "accusations" 
Strike: "against any candidate" 

8. Page 2, line 12. 
Following: "as to" 
Strike: "his" 
Insert: "the" 
Followiny: "patriotism" 
Insert: "of my opposition" 

9. Page 2, line 13, 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "shall condemn" 
Insert: "will not make" 

10. Page 2, line 15. 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "shall condemn" 
Insert: "will not undertake or condone" 



Page 2 
March 15, 1979 
House Bill No. 350 

11. Page 2. line 19. 
Following: line 18 
Strike: "I shall" 
Insert: "Insofar as is possible, I will" 

12. Page 2, line 22. 
Following: "condemn .. 
Insert: "have pledged not to use or condone" 



March 21, 1979 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 350, third reading bill, be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 22. 
Following: "I" 
Strike: "condemn" 


