. CHAPTER NO. #9 .

HOUSE BILL NO. 350
INTRODUCED BY VINCENT
IN THE HOUSE
January 24, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on State Adminis-
tration.
February 9, 1979 Committee recommend bill
do pass. Report adopted.
February 10, 1979 Printed and placed on members'
desks.
February 12, 1979 Second reading do pass as
amended.
February 13, 1979 Correctly engrossed.
February 14, 1979 Third reading, passed.

Transmitted to second house.

IN THE SENATE

February 15, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on State Adminis-
tration.

March 16, 1979 Committee recommend bill

be concurred in as amended.
Report adopted.

March 19, 1979 Motion pass consideration.
March 20, 1979 Motion pass consideration.
March 21, 1979 Second reading, concurred

in as amended.

March 23, 1979 Third reading, concurred in
as amended.



March 24,

March 26,

March 28,

March 29,

1979

1979

1979

1979

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from second house.
Concurred in as amended.

On motion consideration passed
until the 71lst Legislative Day.

Second reading, amendments
adopted.

Third reading, amendments
adopted. Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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é@ié BILL No. 390
INTRUDUCED 3Y M

A BILL FOP AN ACT ENTITLER: ®AN ACT TO ADGPY A CODE OF CFAIR

CAMPAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PROVIODE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

CAWDIDATES TU SUBSCRI3BE TO THAT CODE."

2t IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTANMAC

Section le Adoption of code of fair campaign
practicess The following code of fair campaign practices is
adopted by Montana:

There are basic principles of decencys honestys and
fair notay that every candidate for opublic office in the
Unitsd States has a moral obligation to observe and uphcid,
in order +thate after wigorously contested but fairly
conducted campaignsy our citizens may exercise their
constitutional ritht to a free and untramaeled choice and
th: will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on
th2 issues before the countrye. Therefore:

1 shall conduct @y campaign in the best Americon
tralitions discussing the issu:s as [ see themy presanting
my record and policies with sincerity and franknessy and
criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of
my opponent and his party which merit such criticisme

1 shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified
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Americen voter to  fuil and equal  participation in the
2lectoral processs.

i shall condemn the wuwse of personal wiltificotions
character defamations whispering campaignss 1ibely slanders
or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his personal or
family lifee

I shall condemn the use of campaign material of ~ny
sort which misrepresentsy distortss or otherwise falsifiuvs
the facts regardﬁng any candidates as well 3s the use of
malicious or unfounded accusations against any candidate
which aim at creating or c¢xploiting doubtses without
justifications as to his loyalty and patriotisme

I shall condemn any appeal to prejudice based on races
saxy creeds or national origine

I shall condemn any dishonest or unethical practice
which tends to corrupt or undermine our Amwerican system of
free elactions or which hampers or prevants the full and
free expgression of the will of the voterss

I shal® immediately and publicly repudiate suprort
deriving from any individual or ~roup which resartsy on
behalf of my candidiycy or in apposition to thét of wmy
opponents to the methods and tactics that 1 condemne

Section 2. Candidates to be qiven opportunity to
sUssSCribe to campadigyn practices code -- publicitye (1) The

commissioner of campaign practices shall prepare & forwm
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which contains the code of fair campaign proctices provided
for in [section 1] and & place for a candidate to siyn the
form and to indicate that the candidate endorsesy subscribes
tos and pledges to abide by the code.

{2) Each candidote required to file statements or
reports with the commissioner shall be sent a copy of this
forms Siuning the fora s voluntarye and a failure or
refusal to sign is not a vioclation of the election Tawse A
form shall be sent for each election as socon as feasible.
The signed foram shall be returned to the commissionere

{3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of
states the county registrarsy and the city and town clerks
with formse Any candidate not rcquired to file with the
commissioner but wishing to subscribe to the code may obtain
the form from the commissionery the secretary of statey a
county registrars or a city or town clerk and may sign the
fors and deliver it to the commissionere

{4} The commissicner shall publicize the code and its
contents and shall infors the public of the names of all
candidates who have signed the form and subscrihe to the
codes

~tni-



STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. 146-79
FISCAL NOTE ‘

Form BD-15

‘In compliance with a written request received January 26 ,1979 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for __House Bill 350

pursuant to Chapter 63, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
kéa_ck_g'round information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legistature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

House Bill 350 provides for the adoption of a Code of Falir Campaign Practices and provides
an opportunity for all candidates to voluntarily subscribe to that code.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Proposed legislation can be administered through current level FTE of the
Office of Commissioner of Campaign Finances and Practices.

2. Form required for distribution to candidates can be reproduced on front
and reverse side of a single 8% x 11 sheet.

3. Each candidate will have to be furnished with 3 copies of the ocath--those
desiring to voluntarily subscribe to the oath will file a copy with the

Commissioner and their county clerk and will maintain a copy for their
own record.

L. Printing of Code for all candidates participating in elections during
FY 80 and 81 will be printed in FY 80.

EXPENDITURE IMPACT:

FY 80 FY 81
Printing cost under current law .5 0 § 0
Printing cost under proposed $ 155 $ 0
Increase in printing cost - T $ 0

The additional cost must be funded from the State General Fund.

BUDGET DIRECTOR

Oﬂic-:e'of.éudget and Progéém Planning

Date: /,/3///77
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Approved by Committee
on State Administration

M BILL No. 390
INTRGDUCED 3Y W

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ADOPY A CODE GF FaIR

CAMPAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE AN DOPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

CANDIDATES T4 SUBSCRIBE TO THAT CODE."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAbA:

Section l. Adoption ‘of code of fair campaign
practicese The fol?ouiﬁg code of fair campaign practices is
adopted by Montana:

There are basic principles of decencyy honestys and
fair nlay that every candidate for public office in the
United States has a moral cbligation to observe and uphclids
in order thats after vigorously  _contested but fairly
conducted campaignse odr citizens may exercise thelir
ccostitutional riaht tc a free and untrameeled choice and
th2 will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on
th2 issues before the countrye Thercfora:

I shall conduct my campaign in the best American
traditions discussing the issues as 1 see thens preseatinag
my r-cord and policies with sincerity and franknesse and
criticizing without fear or favor the record end policies of

my opponent and his party which merit such criticisme

I shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified
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American voter to full and equal participation in the

electoral processe

1 sh?1l condemn the use of personal vilificatlSn.
character defamations whispering campaignse libel, standers
or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his personal or
family lifee

I shall condemn the use of campaign material of any
sort which misrepresents, distortse or otherwise falsifies
-the facts regarding any candidates as well as the use of
malicious or unfouéded accusations against any candidate
which aim at creating or exploiting doubtses without
justifications as to his loyalty and patriotisme

I shall condemn any appeal to prejudice based on races
sexs creedy or national origine

i shall condemn any dishonest or unethical practice
which tends to corrupt or undermine our Aserican system of
free elactions or which hampers or prevents the full and
free capression of the will of the voters.

1 shall  immediately and publicly repudiate support
deriving froe any individual eor “Jroup which resortss on
uehalf of my canvicacy or in opposition to that of my
opponents to the methods and tactics that I condemns

Section 2. {Landidates to be given opportunity to
sudscribe to campaiign practices code -- publicityes (1) The

commissioner of campaign practices shall prepare a form

o3 ;o Lt B R
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which contains the code of fair campaign practices provided
for in [section 1} and a place for a candidate to sign the
form and to indicote that the candidat: endorsesy subscribes
tos and pledges to abide by the code.

{2) Each candidate required to file statements or
regorts with the commissioner shall be sent a copy of this
forss Signing the form s wvoluntarys and a failure or
refusal to sign is not a violation of the election lawse A
form shall be sent for each election as soon as feasible.
The signed fors shall be returned to the commissioners

(3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of
states the county reglistrarse and the city and town clerks
with formse. Any candidate not required to file with the
commissioner but wishing to subscriba to the code may obtain
the form from the comaissioners the secretary of stéie. a
county registrare or a clty or town clerk and may sign the
form and deliver it to the commissionere

(4) The commissioner shall publicize the code and its
contents and shall inform the public of the names of all
candidates who have signed the form and sub§cribe to the
codes

~End-—
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HOUSE BILL NO. 350

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT

A BILL FOR AN ACY ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO ADOPT A COOE OF FAIR
CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ANO TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

CANDIDATES YO SUBSCRIBE TO THAT COOE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MWONTANA:

Section le« Agoption of code of fair campaign
practices. The following code of fair campaign practices is
adopted by Montana:

There are basic principles of decencys honestys and
fair play that every candidate for public office in the
United States has a moral obligation to observe and upholde
in order - thate after vigorously contested but fairly
conducted campaignse our citizens may exarcise their
constitutional right tc a free and untrasmeled choice and
the will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on
the issues before the countrye Therefore:

I shall conduct my campaign in the best American
traditiony discussing the issues as I see thems presenting
ay record and policies with sincerity and franknesss and
criticizing without fear or favor the record and poticies of
my opponent and his party which merit such criticisme

I shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified
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American voter to full and equal participation in the
electoral processe

I shall condemn the use of personal vilifications
character defamatione whispering campaignse libels slanders
or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his personal or
family lifeo

I shall condemn the use of campaign material of any
sort which misrepresentss distortse or otherwise falsifies
the facts regarding any candidates as well as the use of
malicious or unfoﬁnded accusations against any candidate
which aim #t creating or exploiting doubtss without
justifications as to his loyalty and patriotisme

I shall condemn any appeal to prejudice based on races
sexe creads or national origin.

I shall condemn any dishonest or unethical practice
which tends to corrupt or undermine our American system of
free elections or which hampers or prevents the full and
free expression of the will of the voters.

1 shall immediately and publicly repudiate support
deriving from any individual or group which resortss on
benalf of my candidacy or In opposition to that of wy
opponents to the methods and tactics that I condemna

Saction 2« Candidates to be given opportunity to
subscribe t¢ campaign practices code -- publicitye (1) The

commissioner of campaign practices shall prepare a form

-2- HB 350
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which contains the code of fair campaign practices provided
for in ([section 1] and a place for a candidate to sign the
form and to indicate that the candidite cndorsass subscribes
tos and pledges to abide by the code.

{2) Each candidate required to file statements or
reports with the commissioner shall be sent a copy of this
forae. Signing the form is voluntarys and a failure or
refusal to sign is not a violation of the election 1awse A
form shall be sent for each election as soon as feasibles
The signed fora shall be returned to the commissioner.

{3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of
states the county registrarse and the city and town clerks
with formss Any candidate not required to file with the
commissioner but wishing to subscribe to the code may obtain
the fore from the commissioners the secretary of staieo a
county registrares oOr a city or town clerk and may sign the
form and deliver it to the commissionere

té)—-Fhe-commissionar-sheld-poblicize-the—code-and~-+ts
eontents--and-—-shali--inforu—the-pubiic-of-the-names-of-oit
candidetes-who-have-signed-the-form-end--subscrive--to--the
codes

-End~

-3- HB 350
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HOUSE BILL ND. 350

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACY TC ADOPT A CODE OF FAIR
CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ANO TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

CANDIDATES TO SUBSCRIBE TO THAT CODE.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAT

Section 1. Adoption of code of fair campaign
practicess The following code of fair campaign practices s
adopted by Montana:

There are basic principles of decencys honestys and
fair play that every candidate for public coffice in the
United States has a moral obligation to observe and upholds
in order thats after vigorously contested but foirly
conducted Campaignss our citizens may exercise their
constitutional right to a free and untrammeled choice and
the will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on
the issues before the country. Therefore:

1 shed¥tr HILL conduct my campaign in the best American
traditions discussing the issues as I see themy presenting
my record and policies with sincerity and franknesss and
criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of
my opponent and his party which merit such criticisne.

I shett YlLL defend and wuphold the right of every

10
11
12

13
1a
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0350703

qualified American voter to full and equal participation in
the electoral processe

1 sheti-condemn HILL CONDUCT MY CAMPAIGN _WITHOQUYI the
use of personal viltifications character defamations
whispering campaignse libely slanders or scurrilous attacks
on sny--eandidate MY _QOPPOSITIQN or his personal or foamily
life.

1 shati-condemn-—-the--use--of MILL NDI _USE campaign
material of any sort which misrepresentse distortsy or
otherwise falsifies the facts-regerding--sny--candidoter--a9

welti--as—-the--use-afs NOQR WELL I USE walicious or unfounded

accusations egaimnst-any-candidate which aim at creating or
exploiting doubtss without justifications as to his THE
loyalty and patriotism Df_MY _QOPEQOSITION.

1 shatt-condemn HILL HOI MAKE any appeal to prejudice
based on races sexs creeds or national origine.

I shold--eondemn WILL _NOI _UNDERYAXE _OR_CONDONE any
dishonest or unethical practice which tends to corrupt or
undermine our American system of free elections or which
hampers or prevents the full and free expression of the will
of the voterse

$-shotd INSCOFAR_AS_ 15 POSSIBLEs I _WILL immediately and
publicly repudiate support deriving from any individual or
group which resortsy on behalf of my candidacy or in

opposition to that of @y opponente to the methods and

-2- HB 350
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tactics that 1 econdemn HAYE PLEDRGED NQI _I0 USE _(OR__CONDONE.

Section 2. Candidates to be given opportunity to
subscribe to campaign practices code -- publicitye (1) The
commissioner of Eaapaign practices shall prepare a form
which contains the code of fair campaign practices provided
for in [section 1) and a place for 3 candidate to sign the
form and to indicate that the candidote endorsesr subscribes
tor and pledges to abide by the codee.

{2) Each candidate required to file statements or
reports with the commissioner shall be sent 3 copy of this
forme Signing the form is voluntarys and a failure or
refusal to sign is not a violation of the election laws. A
form shall be sent for each election as soon as feasible.
The signed form shall be returned to the commissioner.

t3) The commissioner shall supply the secretary of
state, the county registrarss and the city and town clerks
with forms. Any candidate not required to file with the
commissioner but wishing to subscribe to the code may obtain
the form from the commissioners the secretary of states a
county registrares oOr a city or town clerk and may sign the
form and deliver it to the commissioner.

143~ -Fhe-commissioner-shati-pubiicize-the-code-and--its
contente--and--shati--inform-——-the-pubiic-of-the-names-of-at
candidates-who-have-signed-the-form—-and--sabscriba--to—--the
codes

-End-
Zal HB 350



That House Bill No. 350, third reading bill, be amended as follows:

1. Page 1,

Following:
Strike: "
Insert:

2. Page 1,

Following:
Strike: "
Insert: "

3. Page 2,

Following:

March 15,

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(State Administration)

line 20.
"III
shall"
will"
line 25.
"Ill
shall"”
will"

line 3.
“I"

Strike: "shall condemn”

Insert: "will conduct my campaign without"
4. Page 2, line 5.

Following: "on"

Strike: "any candidate on"

Insert: "my opposition"

5. Page 2, line 7.

Following: "I"

Strike: "shall condemn the use of"

Insert: "will not use"

6. Page 2, line 9.

Following: "Facts"

Strike: '"regarding any candidate, as well as the use
Insert: ", nor will I use"

7. Page 2,

Following:

line 10.
"accusationsg"

Strike: "against any candidate"
8. Page 2, line 12.

Following: "as to"

Strike: "his"

Insert: "the"

Following: ‘"patriotism"

Insert: "of my opposition”

9. Page 2, line 13,

Following: "I"

Strike: "shall condemn"

Insert: "will not make"

10. Page 2, line 15.

Following: "I"

Strike: "shall condemn"

Ingsert: "will not undertake or condone"

1979

ofll



Page 2
March 15, 1979
House Bill No. 350

11. Page 2, 1line 19.

Following: 1line 18

Strike: "I shall"

Insert: "Insofar as is possible, I will"

12. Page 2, line 22.
Following: "condemn"
Insert: "have pledged not to use or condone"



March 21, 1979

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

That House Bill No. 350, third reading bill, be amended as follows:

1. Page 2, line 22.
Following: "I"
Strike: "condemn"



