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HOUSE BILL 34

IN THE HOUSE
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Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill,
do not pass.

Report adopted. Objection.
On motion, taken from printing

and referred to Committee on
Judiciary.
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BILL NO. 3££

INFTRODUCED BY r

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN A"T TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
GPEN MEETING LAW; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-3-202s 2-3-203y AND

2-3-212+ HCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW _SECTICHe Section le Noticee The public and
governmental bodies referred to iIin 2-3-203 shall give
reasonable notice to the public of all regular and special
meetingse Such notice shal} be designed to inform the public
of the dstes timesy and place of the meeting and shall
inctude a general description of the items to be considered
at the meetinge

Section Z2e Section 2-3-202s MCAy is amended to read:

"2-3-202. Meeting definedse As used in this parte
"neeting™ means the convening of 3 quorum of the constituent
membership of a public agencys logluging  _commitiesss
aubcommittees or _agdepts of the agencys whether corporal or
by means of electronic equipments to hears discusssy or act
upon a3 matter over which the agency has supervisiony
controls jurisdictions or advisory powere”

Section 3. Section 2-3-203y MCAs is amended to read:

"2-3-203. Meetings of public agencies to be open to
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public -- axcepticnse (1} All meetings of public or
governmental bodiess boardses bureause Ccommissionss or
agencies of the state or any political subdivision of the
state or organizations or agencies supported in whole or in
part by public funds or expending public funds shall be cpen
to the publice

{2) Provideds howevers the presiding officer of any
meeting may closc the meeting during the time the discussion
relates to a wmatter of individu2l privacy and then if and
only if the prasiding officer determines that the demands of
individual privacy clearly exceed the merits of public
disclosure. The right of individual privacy may be waived by
the individual about whom the discussion pertains ande in
that events the meeting shall be opene

{3) Howevers a meeting may be closed to discuss a
strategy to be folloded with respect to collective
bargaining or litigation when an open meeting would have a
detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position
of the public agency.

{31 The public body may not appaint 8 cosmittees
thereby ayoid the requiresepts of this seclions®

Section 4« Section 2-3-212y MCAs is amended to read:

*2-3-212. HMinutes of meetings -- public inspection.
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(1) Appropriate minutces of all meetings required by 2-3-203
to be open shall be kept and shall be available for
inspection by the publice

(2} Such minutes shall include without liwmitation:

(2} datesy timee and place of meeting;

(b) & 1list of the individual members of the public
bodys agencyv or organization In attendance;

{c} the substance of all mctters proposeds discusseds
or decided; end

{d) at the reqguest of any eembers a rvecord by
individual wembers of any votes takenwi_and

{a) the name of the movants the wvotae thersons and the

of wpethar the seeting was gropecly closed is subsitted to g
sourta®

NEH SECTI{N. Section 5« Right of privacys A meeting
may be closed under the right of privacy as provided in
2-3-20312) only when the individual concerned asserts the
right of individual privacye. A  body may not assert the

right of privacy on behalf of the individuale The right of

-3
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whom the discussion pertains ands

»hall be opens
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may be waived by the individual about

~End-
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in that evente the meeting



