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INTRODUCED BY 

It, J/..rn.u f.. BILl NO • ..3..!i.£ 
IM~I.Mr ...----

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN A-T TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

OPEN MEETING LAW; AKENOING SECTIONS 2-3-202o Z-3-203o AND 

.2-3-212t HC.A.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Notice. Tlw public and 

governmental bodies referred to In 2-3-203 shall give 

reasonable notice to the public of all regular and special 

meetings. Such notice s~all ba designed to infor• the public 

of the date, time, and place of the •eeting and shall 

include a general description of the items to be considered 

at the "'eetlng. 

Section 2. Section Z-3-ZOZo KCAo is a.anded to read: 

"2-3-202. Meeting defined. As used in this parto 

·~eeting• seans the convening of a quorus of the constituent 

memb~rship of a public agency, lru;l yd I n g -"M.i.UIUU..t. 

subcommittees or agents of the agency. whether corporal or 

by ~eans of electronic equipment, to hear. discuss, or act 

upon a matter over which the agency has supervision, 

control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.• 

Section 3. Section 2-3-203, MC.Ao is asended to r~ad: 

"2-3-203. Heetings of public agencies to be open to 
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public -- exceptions. 

govern.antal bodieso 

(l) All .aetings of public or 

boards• bureaus• co.-issionso or 

agencies of the state or any political subdivision oT the 

state or organizations or agencies supported in vhole or in 

part b~ public funds or expending public funds shall be open 

to the public. 

(2) Provided. however, the presiding officer of any 

weeting aay closE the eeeting during the ti•e the discussion 

relates to a ·~tter of individual privacy and then If and 

only if the presiding officer deter~lnes that the de.ands of 

individual privacy clearly exceed the aerits of public 

disclosure. The right of individual privacy •ay be waived by 

the individual about whoa the discussion pertains ando in 

that event. the .eeting shall be open. 

(3) However, a .aeting •ay be closed to discuss a 

strategy to be followed with respect to collective 

bargaining or litigation when dO open aeeting would h~ve a 

detrieental effect on the bargaining or litigating position 

of the public agency. 

Ill Ihe publ iL-lU!d.):_ti.)' ___ nQL_.aflp_ainL a c.ouitte.t!• 

sybco .. jtte.eo or agent for~ purpose of conducting 

~oess which is within the jurisdiction of the agenc1 _and 

the reb Y avqid t.b e reQ . ytteJtents 

Section It• Section Z-3-212o HCAo is a•ended to read: 

"2-3-212· Minutes of ~eetings public inspection• 

-2- H T3 3-1:: 
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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(1) Appropriate minutes of all ~tlngs require~ by Z-3-203 

to be open shall be k~pt and shall be available for 

inspection by the ~ublic. 

(2) Such ainutes shall Include without lieitation: 

(a} dateo tiDeo and place of eeetlng; 

(b) a list of the individual ~•ber& of the public 

1 bodyo agencyy or organization In attendance; 

8 (c) the substance of all ~tters proposed• discussed, 
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or decided; eftd 

(d) at the request of any ~•bero a record by 

individual eeabers of any votes takenw~ 

rei the na .. gf the eovant• the ypta tber•on• Aftd th• 

reasgns given for clgsing any -eating within the exceptions 

of this chapter, 

!3l In the ey@Ot a aeetiog Is closed within _thu 

exceptipns proyidgd jn this chapter• elnutvs $hall be kept 

In the $181 waoner as fgr open Re@tjnga. Sych eioutas aay 

ba yiewed bJ a court. In CAMrae jn the ey@Ot the question 

of whether tbe •eeting was prgperly clgsed is $Ubajtted to a 

~· 
NEW SECTION. Section 5. Right of privacy. A aeetlng 

ZZ aay be closed under the right of privacy as provided in 

23 Z-3-203121 only when the individual concerned asserts the 

Zit ri~ht of individual privacy. A bcdy may not assert the 

25 right of p~ivacy on behalf of the individual. fhe right of 
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lndivi~ual privacy aay be waived by the Individual about 

~hoe the discussion pertains ando in that evento the meeting 

:.l1all be open. 

-End-
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