
January 23, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 339 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 
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~ 81LL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: cAN ACT TO EXEMPT THE 

R£SlOENCES OF CERTAIN RETIREOo WJOOWEO• OR DJSABLEO PERSONS 

FROM PROPERTY TAXATION; AMENDIHG SECT IONS 1'5-6-121. 

15-7-121 0 AND 15-8-lllo MCA; REPEAlHlG SECTION 1'5-6-llbo 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECT'ON. Section 1. Certain residences exeept 

procedure for application for exe.ption. (1) There is exe•pt 

from property taxation so .uch of the market value of any 

improveR~nt on real property, a trailer affixed to land, or 

mobile home and appurtenant land not exceeding '5 acres as 

does not exceed S3s,ooo. ~hen such d~elling and land are 

o~ned or under contract for deed and are actually occupied 

for at least 10 months per year as the primary residential 

d~ell ing of: 

(a) a wido~ or wido~er 62 years of age or older ~ho 

qualifies under the inco~e limitations of (c) of this 

subsection; 

(b) a ~ido~ or ~ido~er of any age with dependent 

children who qualifies under the income li•itations of (c) 

of this subsection; or 
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(c) a recipient or recipients of retire-ant or 

disability benefits whose total inco•e fro• all sources is 

not •ore than s7.ooo for a single person or se,ooo for a 

married couple. 

(2) A person applying for this exe~tion •ust co~plete 

and sign a for•• provided by the depart.anto sho~ing: 

(a) his inc0111e; 

(b) his retirement benefits; 

(c) his earital status; 

(d} his prieary residence address; and 

(e) other inforeation the departaent considers 

necessary. 

(3) Application •ust be •ade before March 1 of the 

year in which the exeaption is sought. 

(It) The signed application shall be treated as a 

state~ent under oath for the purposes of (o5-l-202. 

Section 2. Section 1'5-6-lZl • ~CA, is aeended to read: 

•tS-6-121. Class t~enty property description --

taxable percentage. (1) There Is a class of property which 

includes a pickup ca•per, travel trailer, including a fifth 

wheel trailer. or •otor home ~hich is owned by and is 

actually used pri•arily by a person 60 years of age or older 

~ho Is retired from full e.ploy.ent and Nhose total incoae 

each year froM all sources does not exceed the incoMe 

limitations set in el~s-++~~eeft (section 1J for a single 
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person or aarried couplew whichever is applicable. 

(2) A person who applies for this classification ~ust 

fil;, en--efff.d.,...+t a :;jgned appljcatioo with the depart111ent 

of revenue as to his incoeew as set forth in e+es,--fift~n 

I sgc:t I on 1 )• 

(3) This class of property is taxed at 6l of market 

value.• 

Section 3• Section 15-7-12lw MCAw is aeended to read: 

•15-1-121. Reappraised real property-- lleitation on 

I nc.~eased value. ( 1) The director of revenue shall certIfy 

to the governor. before June 30• 1978. the percentage by 

which the •arket value of all property In the state 

classified under 15-6-lln-~6 U6t'tfbt'Y and 

15-6-119(1)(a) as of January lw 19l7w has increased due to 

the revaluation conducted under 15-7-111· This figure Is the 

•certified statewide percentage Increase•. 

(2) The taxable value of property in these three 

classes Is deter•lned as a function of the certified 

statewide percentage increase in accordance with the 

following table: 

Certified statewide 15-6-112 2S~6t~ttbt 15-6-119(l)(a) 

percentag~ increase 
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.28% 9.61t 

2 291: '1.57 

3 30% '1. ~1 

4 31% 9.44 

5 3.2% 9.38 

6 33X 9· 3.2 

7 34% 9t26 

~ 3'5% 9o20 

9 36% 9.14 

10 37% 9.08 

ll 38% 9.03 

1.2 39% e.97 

13 40% 8.91 

14 41% 6.86 

15 42X 8.81 

16 43% 8.75 

17 44% e.7o 

18 45% 6.6'5 

19 46% 8.60 

20 41% 8.55 

21 48% e.so 

22 't9% 6e45 

23 50% e. ~to• 

Zit Section 4. Section 15-8-111• MCA• 

25 "15-8-111. Assess•ent - •arket 
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is aaended to read: 

Yalue standard 

LC O't98/0l 

1 eKceptions. 11) All taxable property .ust be assessed at 

2 100% of its aarket value eKcept as provided in subsection 

3 (5) of this section and in 15-7-111 through 15-1-114. 

4 IZl Harket value is the Yalue at ~hich property ~ould 

5 change hands bet~cen a willing buyer and a willing seller. 

6 neither being under any co•pulslon to buy or to sell and 

7 both haying reasonable knowledge of relevant facts. 

8 (3) The departaent of revenue or its agents aay not 

9 adopt a lower or different standard of Yalue froe aarket 

10 Yalue In aakin9 the official assessaent and appraisal of the 

11 value of property in class one£ ena classes seven through 

12 

13 

fpurteen• and classes sixteen tbrpygb eighteen. For 

purposes of taxation. assessed value Is the saae as 

14 appraised value. 

15 (It) The taKable value for all property In class one£ 

16 e~ classes seven through fourteen• and classes sixteen 

11 throuab eighteen is the percgntage of •arket value 

16 established for each class of property in 1'5-6-102£ eftd 

19 15-6-108 through 15-6=115, and 15=6-117 through 15-6-119. 

20 (5t The assessed value of properties in 15-6-103 

21 through 15-6-107 and 15-6-120 is as follo~s: 

22 (a) Property in 15-6-106• under class fiveo is 

23 assessed at 100% of book value by the method established in 

Z4 15-6-106 and the sections cited therein. 

Z5 (bJ Properties in 15-6-103o under class t~o. are 

-6- t/-8 :$39 



l( 0<,98/01 

1 assessed at 100% of the annual net proceeds after deducting 

2 the expenses specified and allowed by 15-23-503. 

3 (c) Properties in 15-6-104• 15-6-105, and 15-6-120, 

4 under classes three, four, and nineteen ara assessed at lOOt 

5 of the annual gross proceeds. 

6 (d) Properties in 15-6-107, under class six, are 

1 assessed at lOOt of the productive capacity of the lands 

8 when valued for agricultural purposes. All lands that -set 

9 the qualifications of 15-7-202 are valued as agricultural 

10 lal,'ds for tax purposes. 

11 (6) land and the i•proveaents thereon are separately 

12 assessed when any of the following conditions occur: 

13 (a) ownership of the improve•ents is different fro• 

14 ownership of the land; 

IS (b, the taxpayer •akes a written request; or 

16 (c) the land is outside an incorporated city or town. 

17 (7) The taxable value of all property in classes two 

18 through six is the percentage of assessed value established 

19 in 15-6-103 throuoh 15-6-107 for each class of property.• 

20 Section 5. Repealer. Section 15-6-116, ~(A, is 

21 repealed. 

22 Section 6. Effective date. This act is effective on 

23 passage and approval and applies to taxable years heginninq 

24 after Oece~ber 31, 1978. 

-End-
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