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Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 
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INTRODUCED BY ~;;;;r 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ESTABLISHING A PILOT 

PROGRAM TO PROVIDE RECIPIENTS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE THEIR EFFORTS TO SOCIETY IN RETURN 

FOR ASSISTANCE RECEIVED AND TO EXPLORE THE FEASIBILITY OF 

ESTABLISHING SUCH A PROGRAM PERMANENTLY.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Purpose. The purpose of [this act] Is to 

establish a pilot ~ork prograe to be applied in lieited 

areas of the state to provide recipients of public 

assistance an opportunity to contribute their efforts to 

society and to explore the feasibility of expanding this 

progra• to cover the entire state. The goal of the progra• 

is to avail a person vho is able to Norko but for Nhatever 

reason cannot worko of the opportunity to contribute his 

efforts on a constructive ~ork project in return for public 

assistance received. 

Section z. Oepart.ent of social and rehabilitation 

services to establish pilot ~ork prograe. The depart•ent of 

social and rehabilitation services shall establish a pilot 

program Nherein an e•ployable or potentially eMployable 

person may be required to participate in a ~ark progra~ to 
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be eligible to receive public assistance. In establishing 

this prograao the department eay enter into agreeeents vlth 

any governeental unit or agency or any nonprofit agency in 

the establlsn.ent of ~ork projects• The pilot project shall 

be established in at least six counties In the state. The 

department aay adopt rules necessary for the adelnlstration 

of the progr-. 

Section 3. Deteralnatlon of ability to work. The 

depart .. nt shall establish rules for deterelnatlon of 

eapl oyablll ty. A person shall be considered e.ployable If 

not rendered unable to work by: 

(1) i 11 neu or significant and subst:anti a 1 

incapacitation t.o t:he extent that the Illness or 

incapacitation prevents the person froe perforaing services; 

(Z) advanced age; or 

(3J t:he need of the person to provide full-t.iae care 

for other meebers of the person's household vho are vholly 

incapacitated or vho are children and for ~hoe required care 

is not otherwise reasonably available notwithstanding 

diligent efforts by the person to obtain others to provide 

care. 

Section 4. Work prograa not to interfere with other 

progra•s• (1) The vork prograas established under this act 

aay not be used to supplant or perfora any ~ork ordinarily 

and actually perforaed by 

-l-

regular employees of any 

'li? ... ,- ~--- ";) f' ,;. ___ ~ r;.j' ~-~.~ ~--_; 
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govern.ent departeent or to replace or perfore any work 

ordinarily perforMed by crafts~en or trades•en in private 

e•ploy.ent. Work perfor•ed for a nonprofit agency MUSt not 

result in the displace•ent of regular ~ployees of the 

agency. 

(2t No person aay be required to participate in a work 

project if such participation would interfere with his 

participation in an approved training prograa designed to 

iaprowe his eaployability and In which he would otherwise 

participate. 

(3) If any portion of the prograa is found to conflict 

12 with federal law or rules. that portion aay be suspended. 

I3 The reason for suspension shall be reflected In the report 

14t 

15 

16 

required under {section 6]• 

Section s. Ll•ltatlon on days of work 

person participating In a work prograa aay not 

required. A 

be required 

17 to work .ore than the nu-ber of days necessary to earn the 

18 aaount to which he is eligible under the public assistance 

19 laws of the state. The equivalent rate of rei•burse .. nt way 

ZO not be less than the •lniaua wage. 

21 Section 6• Oepart.ent to report results and aake 

ZZ rec~ndatlons. The depart-nt of social and rehabilitation 

23 services shall report to the .,7th legislature the results of 

z• the pilot prograa established under [this act] and .ake 

25 reco ... ndations as to the feasibility of continuing the work 
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prograa and expanding It throughout the state. The 

departaent•s report shall be accoapanied by legislation 

necessary to iapleaent reco ... ndations made. 

Section 7. Expiration of [act]• [This act] expires 

June 30• 1981• 

-End-
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