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HOUSE BILL 326 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transporation. 

Committee recommend bill, as 
amended, do not pass. 

Report adopted. Objection. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, as amended, 
do not pass. 
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INTRODUCED BY ~~A/ ~ /~a , 
A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCLUDE ONE-WAY 

IHNDa.l PICTURES IN THE STATUTE I'ROHllliTING THE OBSTRUCTION 

OF A DRIVER'S VIEW ANO TO REQUIRE UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS FROM 

OUTSIDE TU WITHIN THE VEHICLE; PROVJOING A PENALTY FOR 

VIOLATION OF THAT STATUTE ANO PROVIDING FOR OISPOSITION OF 

FINES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2D-7-504o 53-9-109• 61-9-405, AND 

&l-9-Sllo MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATUR~ OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, HCAo is a.ended to read: 

"&1-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers. (1) No person shall drive any aotor vehicle 

with any sign, poster, gjctyres or other nontransparent 

mate~ial upon the front windshield, side wings, or side or 

rea~ windows of such vehicle which obstructs the driver's 

clear view of the highway or any intersecting highway QL 

wbjch obstructs the clear yjew jato the yebjcle frpm puts!~ 

tbe yehjcle. 

(21 The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be 

equipped with a device for clearln~ rain, snowo or other 

moistu~e from the windshield, which device shall be so 

constructed as to be controlled o~ operated by the d~ive~ of 
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LC 0526/01 

the vehicle. 

(3) Every windshield wipe~ upon a eotor vehicle shall 

be •aintained in good working order.• 

Section 2• Section 61-9-511• MCAo is aaended to read: 

•61-9-511. Violation of chapter -- penalty. (1) It is 

d •isdeaeanor for any person to violate any of the 

provisions of this chapter unless such violation is by this 

chapter o~ other law of this state declared to be a felony. 

(2) Every person convicted of a •lsde~anor for a 

violation of any of the provisions of this chapter for which 

another penalty is not provided shall for a first conviction 

thereof be punished by a fine of not less than 110 or eore 

than SlOO or by ieprisonment for not .ore than 10 days. For 

a second conviction within 1 year thereafter such person 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than 125 or .are 

than 1200 or by imp~isoneent for not .ore than 20 days or by 

both such fine and lmprisonaent. Upon a third or subsequent 

conviction within year after the fi~st conviction such 

person shall be punished by a fine of not less than sso or 

aore than 5500 or by iaprisoneent for not more than 6 •onths 

o~ by both fine and ieprlson.ant. 

(3! A person convicted pf a yjglatjon of 61-9=4Q5fll 

~all be fined opt Jess tban 150 or agre tbop 1500. 

t3i~ On failure of payment of fines, the offender in 

cases of eisdeaeanor shall be imprisoned in the county jail 

-2-
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In the county in which the offense has been co•aitted• and 

said i~risoneent shall be computed upon the basis of S2 of 

sa•d fine for each day's incarceration. 

t+t~ Upon conviction the court costso or any part 

thereof, •ay also be assessed against the defendant in the 

discretion of the court.• 

NEW SECTIQHe Section 3. Disposition of fines for 

windshield violations. After deduction of justices• court 

costs as provided in 3-10-603, if applicable, the balance of 

all fines and forfeitures for a violation of 61-9-'t05(1) 

.ust be forwarded to the state trea5urer for deposit in the 

general fund. 

Section 4. 

•zo-7-501t. 

Section 

State 

20-7-504, MCAo is aDended to read: 

traffic education account and 

proceeds ear~arked for the account. {1) There is hereby 

established a traffic education account in the treasury of 

the state of Montana. There shall be paid into this account 

a portion of the fines assessed and bails forfeited on all 

offenses involving a violation of a state statute or a city 

ordinance relating to the operation or use of aotor 

vehicles, except offenses relating to parking of vehicles 

aod offenses yoder 61-9-405fllo in the following aaounts: 

(a) where a fine is i•posedo 20~ of the fine Imposed; 

(b) where multiple offenses are involvBd• 20~ of the 

25 total su• of all fines i•posed; 
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(c) where a fine is suspended, in whole or in part• 

the portion paid to the traffic education account shall be 

20~ of the fine actually paid; and 

(d) when any deposit of bail is made for an offense to 

which this section applies and the bail is forfeited, 20% of 

the forfeited bail. 

(Z) five percent of all moneys received by the state 

of Montana fro• the collection of the motor vehicle driver's 

license fee provided for under the laws of Montana shall be 

contributed to the traffic education account." 

Section 5. Section 53-9-109, He~. is amended to read: 

"53-9-109. Crime victims compensation account. There 

is created a crime victims compensation account in the 

earmarked revenue fund. There shall be paid into this 

account 6~ of the fines assessed and balls forfeited on all 

offenses involving a violation of a state statute o~ a city 

ordinance relating to the operation or use of ffiOtor 

vehicles, except offenses relating to parking of vehicl•. 

and offenses yoder 61-9-405t1l." 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE Bill MOe 326 

INTRODUCED BY HOOREo HANLEY, KEYSER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCLUDE ONE-WAY 

WINDOW PICTURES IN THE STATUTE PROHIBITING THE OBSTRUCTION 

OF A DRIVER'S VIEW AND TO REQUIRE UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS FROM 

OUTSIDE TO WITHIN THE VEHICLE EXCEPT WHERE ALLOWED ii_4 

UHlT~Q ~~A~AlUii-D& BE&ULAIION QB IN OTHER LIMITED 

tlfttuai!AHt£Si PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THAT 

STATUTE AND PROVIDING FOR DISPOSJTJON Of FINES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-7-5~, 53-9-109w 61-9-~05w AND 61-9-511o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-•05, MCAo is a.anded to read: 

•61-9-'t05. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers. Ill No person shall drive any aotor vehicle 

with any sign, poster, pjctuceo or other nontransparent DR 

ifallRANSPARENI eaterial upon the front windshield. side 

wings. or side or rear windows of ~uch vehicle which 

obstructs the driver's clear view of the highway or any 

intersecting highway~~ wbicb gbstructs_tbe clear ~~-in~ 

tht-~~· fro• outside tba web!clas OR WHICH fREif~& 

l!flAU.lLDB ttiRRaRED APPfAU!tCE WEN Y~f&lllLDUIUDLliiE 

~~~-EX,EPT FOR ~QJOR VEHICLES EQUifPfg_Q&_fRO~lDEU_~ 

~ftllWLLli• 
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(Zt The windshield on every .otor vehicle shall be 

equipped with a device for clearing rain• snowo or other 

aoisture fro. the vlndshieldo •hich device shall be so 

constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driver of 

the vehicle. 

(3) Every vindshield viper upon a .ator vehicle shall 

be .. lntelned in good working order. 

(!l ANY NQN(QeftE~IAl QB BEtREAIIQNAL PICAUP IBytK. 

YAH• plNELo QB TRucK WITH ANY SI&Na PQSTEB, PltiUBEt DB 

OIUE& NQNT86NSf68ENT 08 SEMITIAHiPA&ENJ MATE&IAL PI A BE6B 

Ql lEAR SIDE MINDQW JH&T Q8SIIU£JS THf QRIVER•S CLEAR YIEM 

Qf THE HIGHWAY 08 4al_ INIE&SECIIMG HlfiHMjY Ql ANY NQTQ8 

vEHICLE THAT HA$ NO &fiR MIHDQM QB BEAR $IDE MINDQW SHALL BE 

CQUl£P~D WITH AN EXIE8IQB MIBBQB QN EACH $IDE THAI COMPLIES 

WITH THE YlSIBILIIY &EQUIREMEMIS Of 61-9=4Qt, 

Lil__!HlS $Etl1QH_DQf$ NQI APPLY IQ THE QPEBATIOH Ql 

SALE Of ANY MOJQB VEHICLE THAJ H6$ _AtiX SIGHt POSTER, 

flt!UBE• 08 OIHE'-UQM1&6bS£A&EK!_Q&_$EMIIBAN$P6REHI MA~ 

UPON THE MiNQSHIELQ OB_KlbOQMS WITH WHICH THE MQTQB V~ 

~Q__~_B~~~-_Q&__EQUlEPED FOB SALE WHEN NEW OR 

i!A!UA&Q_D& QPIIO~!L-_EQU1£~NJ UNDER &NY UNITED S~ 

11&IUIE OR &EGUL!I~-~OYEBNING THE $&LE &J THE TIME OF THE 

tU11./fACTUB£,• 

Section 2. Section 61-9-511• ~(Ao is a.ended to read: 

•bl-9-511• Violation of chapter -- penalty. (1) It is 

-
2
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a •isde .. anor for any person to violate any of the 

provisions of this chapter unless such violation Is by this 

chapter or other law of this state declared to be a felony. 

{21 Every parson convicted of a eisdeaeanor for a 

violation of any of the provisions of this chapter for which 

another penalty is not provided shall for a first conviction 

thereof be punished by a fine of not less than SlO or eore 

than 1100 or by iaprlson .. nt for not .ore than 10 days. For 

a second conviction within 1 year thereafter such person 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than S25 or .are 

than 1200 or by iaprlson .. nt for not .ore than 20 days or by 

both such fine and l~rison .. nt. Upon a third or subsequent 

conviction within 1 year after the first conviction such 

person shall be punished by a fine of not less than 150 or 

.are than 1500 or by i~rlsoneent for not eore than 6 .anths 

or by both fine and i•prisoneent. 

131 A person cgovjcted of a viQlatjoo of 61-9-~05111 

shal 1 btl fi!Md not. leu than no gr -or• thaq noo. 

f~iil On failure of pay .. nt of finest the offender in 

cases of •isdeaeanor shall be i~prisoned in the county jail 

in the county in which the offense has been co .. ittedt and 

said iaprisonMent shall be coeputad upon the basis of 12 of 

said fine for each day's Incarceration. 

f~till Upon conviction the court costs, or anr part 

thereof, .. , also be assessed against the defendant In the 

-3- H8 326 
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HB 0326/02 

discretion of the court•• 

NEW SEtiiPN• Section 3. Disposition of fines for 

windshield violations. After deduction of justices• court 

costs as provided in 3-10-603• if applicable, the balance of 

all fines and forfeitures for a violation of 61-9-~05{1) 

.ust be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the 

general fund. 

Section ~. Section 20-7-50..,, ~CAt is aaended to read: 

•20-7-50~. State traffic education account and 

proceeds earaarkad for the account. (1} There is hereby 

established a traffic education account In the treasury of 

the state of Montana. There shall be paid into this account 

a portion of the fines assessed and bails forfeited on all 

offenses involving a violation of a state statute or a city 

ordinance relating to the operation or use of motor 

vehicles, except offenses relating to parking of vehicles 

4Qd_g{Lgoses under 61-9=405(1,. in the following a.aunts: 

cat ~here a fine is l•posedt 20~ of the fine imposed; 

(b) where multiple offenses are involved, 20~ of the 

total su• of all fines l•posedJ 

(CI where a fine is suspended• in whole or in part• 

the portion paid to the traffic education account shall be 

20& of the fine actually paid; and 

{d) when any deposit of ball is •ada for an offense to 

which this section applies and the bail is forfeited, zo' of 

-~- HB 326 
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1 the forfeited bail. 

2 (2) Five percent of all .oneys received by the state 

3 of Montana froa the collection of the aotor vehicle driver's 

~ license fee provided for under the laws of "ontana shall be 

5 contributed to the traffic edUcation account.• 

6 Section 5. Section 53-9-109• KCA• Is aMended to read: 

7 •53-9-109. triee vlctl•s coapensation account• There 

8 is created a crl~e victias coapensation account in the 

9 ear•arked revenue fund. There shall be paid into this 

10 account 6' of the fines assessed and bails forfeited on all 

11 offenses involving a violation of a state s~tute or a cltJ 

12 ordinance relating to the operation or use of aotor 

13 vehicles, except offenses relating to parking of vehicles 

14 ~Q_2ffeoses uoder 61-9-405Clt.• 

-End-
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