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HOUSE BILL NO. 322 

INTRODUCED BY HARRINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY 
If 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING A LICENSED 

WRECKING FACILITY TO MAKE THE REQUIRED SEARCH FOR THE OWNER 

UF AN ABANDONED VEHICLE; AMENDING SECTION 61-12-4D2o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-12-402• MCA• is aaended to read: 

"61-12-402. Notice to owner. (1) Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is removed and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol or the city police, they shall 

notify the sheriff of the county in which the vehicle was 

located at the ti~e it was taken into custody and the place 

where the vehicle is being held. In addition the Montana 

highway patrol or the city police shall furnish the sheriff 

a coMplete description of the vehicle to Include year, aakeo 

JIOdelo serial nu11bero and license number if avai1ableo any 

costs incurred to that date In the reaoval, preservation, 

and custody of the vehicle, and any available information 

concerning its ownership. 

(21 The sheriff shall make reasonable efforts to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

per5on entitled to possession of the vehicle. If such name 

and address are ascertained, the sheriff shall notify such 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Zl 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1039/01 

owner and lienholder or person of the location of the 

vehi cle• 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of actor vehicles of this state, notice shall be 

deeaed given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, if 

any, at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division. return receipt requested and postage 

prepaid thereon, is •ailed at least 30 days before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

{~} If the Identity of the last registered owner 

cannot be deterained, or if the registration contains no 

addre•s for the owner, or If It is laposslble to deteraine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in the county where the aotor vehicle 

was abandoned shall be sufficient to .eet all requirements 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such notice by publication 

can contain aultiple listings of abandoned vehicles. Any 

such notice shall be within the tiae require .. nts prescribed 

for notice by certified or registered •ail and shall have 

the Sd~ contents required for a notice by certified or 

registered •ail. 

151 If the abandoned yehjcle js jn the pgssessjoo gf a 

~otor yehjcle wreckjog facjlitx ljcensgd yndgr 75-10-511• 
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the wrecking facjlity may •ake the required search to 

Z ascertain the oagg and address gf the owner, Jjenbolder, or 

3 . ~on eat i t.J ed to PO -$SeSS&OQ of th 4e yeh!cle and shall · 

.tJl.e_ notices reqyj red . -~ •n subsections CZJ tb rough (4h The 

5 wrecking facjljty shall d&liyer to the sheriff a certificate 

6 describing the efforts wa de to ascertain the nawe 

7 address of the . ~ owner. l•eoholder ' or person entitled tg 

8 pgssassjon of tba y9hicla and shall del!yer to tba shllriff 

9 grQQf of tbe notice giyen. 

10 tst!Rl A vehicle found by Jaw enforcewent officials to 

11 be a •junk vehicle• as defined by 7s-1G-501 and certified as 

12 having an appraised value of 1100 or less as deterwined by 

13 the county assessor In accordance •ith the rules of the 

14 depart.ent of revenue .ay be directly subwitted for disposal 

15 in accordance •lth the provisions of part 5 of chapter tOo 

16 Title 75o upon a release given by the sheriff. In the 

17 release the sheriff shall include a description of the 

18 vehicle including yearo eakeo wodalo serial nuwbero and 

19 license nueber if available. A release provided by the 

20 sheriff under this section shall be transeitted to the eotor 

21 vehicle •reeking facility and shall be considered by that 

22 facility to eeet the require.ents for records under 

23 75-lD-512 and 75-1D-513e Vehicles described in this section 

24 way be subeitted •itbout notice and without a required 

25 holding period.• 

-End-
-3-
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r £...BILL NO. ~ 

~··· ~ -- - -, 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING A LICENSED 

WRECKING FACILITY TO MAKE THE REQUIRED SEARCH FOR THE OWNER 

UF AN ABANDONED VEHICLE; AMENDING SECTION bl-12~02, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-12-~2• MCA• is a.ended to read: 

"61-12-402. Notice to owner. (11 Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is re.oved and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol or the city pollee• they shall 

notify the sheriff of the county in which the vehicle was 

located at the time it was taken Into custody and the place 

where the vehicle is being held. In addition the Montane 

highway patrol or the city police shall furnish the sheriff 

a complete description of the vehicle to include year, 5ake, 

~odelo serial nuaber, and license nu-ber if available, any 

costs incurred to that date in the reaovalo preservation• 

and custody of the vehicle, and any available information 

concerning its ownership. 

(2) The sheriff shall make reasonable efforts to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle. If such name 

and address are ascertained, the sheriff shall notify such 
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owner and lienholder or person of the location of the 

vehicle, 

13) If the vehicle is regi stared in the office of the 

division of .otor vehicles of this state, notice shall be 

de~ed given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, if 

any, at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division, return receipt requested and postage 

prepaid thereon, Is aalled at least 30 days before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

(-\) If the Identity of the last registered owner 

cannot be deteralnedt or if the registration contains no 

address for the ovner, or ff it ls impossible to deteraine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in the county l·Jhere the cotor vehicle 

was abandoned shall be sufficient to lll€"t all requirements 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such notice by publication 

can contain aultiple listings of abandoned vehicles. Any 

such notice shall be within the time requirements prescribed 

for notice by certified or registered mail and shall have 

the sa .. contents required for a notice by certified or 

registered aail. 

!51 If the abandoned yahjcle js in the possessjoo of~ 

.otor vehjcle wrecking facility ijceosed under 15-10 511• 

-2-
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1 ~-~"1"'Cklng f.Jr:U lty may Ja!!:L_tM ~-<1 _s<?a.Lt.b __ tQ 

Z ascertain the name and addrg$5 of the pwner• llenbplder. or 

3 Pe£ 500 entitled to . possession of the_yebjcle . 
~ t.hiL notjces uqulred . _aruL~.hall g.J..U 

ID subaeGtioos 12) th rough 14) • The 

5 wrQGklpg fQGillty shall deliyer to the $heriff a Gertif!cate 

6 descrjbing tb• gffgrt$ wade to ascertain the na•e and 

1 address of the owner. Jjenbplder. pr per$00 entitled to 

8 pPI$8$iiQO pf the yebicla apd $ball d9llyer to the sbarlff 

9 proof of U.e oot I ca g i yen. 

10 tstLQl A vehicle found by Jaw enforceaent officials to 

11 be a •junk vehicle• as defined by 75-1G-501 and certified as 

12 having an appraised valua of 1100 or less as deterained by 

13 the county assessor in accordance vlth the rules of the 

1~ depart-nt of rev- .. y be direct.Jy subllitted for disposal 

15 in accordance with the provisions of part 5 of chapter 10o 

16 Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff. In the 

17 release the sheriff shall Include a description of the 

18 vehicle including year, •akeo •odelr serial numbero and 

19 license nueber if available. A release provided by the 

zo sheriff under this section shall be trans•ltted to the aotor 

21 vehicle wrecking facility and shall be considered by that 

22 facility to .. et the require•ents for records under 

23 75-1o-512 and 75-lo-513• Vehicles described In this section 

2~ May be sub•ltted without notice and without -a required 

25 holding period.• 

-End-
-3-



46th Legislatu~e LC 1039/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

l'; 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

l& 

17 

lZ 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2.5 

INTRODUCED SY ~~~-
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING A LICENSED 

WRECKING FACILITY TO KAKE THE REQUIRED SEARCH FOR THE OWNER 

UF AN ABANDONED VEHICLE; AMENDING SECTION 61-12-402• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-lz-.az, MtAt is a.ended to read: 

"61-12-402. Notice to owner. (11 Within 72 hours after 

any vehicle is reao~ed and held by or at the direction of 

the Montana highway patrol or the city pollee, they shall 

notify the sheriff of the county in which the ~ehlcle was 

located at the time it was taken into custody and the place 

where the vehicle is being held. In addition the Montana 

hi~hway patrol o~ the city police shall furnish tha sheriff 

~ co~plete description of the vehicle to include year. sake, 

,11odel• serial number, and license nu11ber if available, any 

costs incurred to that date In the resova1, preservation. 

and custody of the vehicle, and any available information 

concerning its ownership. 

(2) The sheriff shall make reasonable efforts to 

ascertain the n~mc and address of the owner, licnhold~•• vi 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle. If ~uch name 

and address are ascertained, the sheriff shall notify such 
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owner and lienholder or person of the location of the 

vehicle. 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of sotor vehicles of this state, n~ice shall be 

da ... d given when a registered or certified letter addressed 

to the registered owner of the vehicle and lienholder, If 

any• at the latest address shown by the records in the 

office of the division. return receipt requested and postage 

prepaid thereon, is •ailed at least 30 days before the 

~ehicle is sold as hereinafter pro~Jded. 

(~I If the Identity of the last registered owner 

cann~ be deter•ined, or if the registration contains no 

address for the owner. or if it Is !•possible to deter•ine 

with reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 

lienholders. notice by one publication in one newspaper of 

general circulation in th~ county where the motor vehicle 

was abandoned shall b~ sufficient to aeet all requireMents 

of notice pursuant to this part. Such notice by publication 

can contain ~ltiple listings of abandoned ~ehlcles. Any 

such notice shall be within the tiMe require.ants prescribed 

for notice by certified or registered mail and shall have 

the sase contents required for a notice by certified or 

regi~t~r~d ~~il. 

f5) If the abandoned yebjcle js in the possessjoo pf_g 

agtor yehjcle wrecking facility licensed yoder 75-10-511, 

-2- r \3 3 ~.:2.. 
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1 the wrecking fad] jty 11ay aake _1_h1L.~J.Ied_seau;b to 

2 ascertajn the nape and address of the ovngr. Jjenbolder, or 

3 pctson entitled to~~~~O-Qf-~~~~le ~cd ~11-~l~ 

~ ~ notices required jo subs»ctjops 121 t;hrgugb l4Je The 

5 wrecking facjljt;y sba)J deliyer tg t;be sberlff a cgrt;jficat;e 

6 describjpg tb• gffort;s made f;g ascgrtaip t;be poae apd 

1 ad4cess of tbc owner. JienboJderr or persgp entitled to 

8 gossauipo of t.lw vehicle apd shaH dgHver to t-bs sheriff 

9 ~oof gf the ngticg giyen. 

10 tst~ A vehicle found by Jaw enforceeent officials to 

11 be a •junk vehicle• as defined by 75-lG-501 and certified as 

12 having an appraised value of S100 or les.s as deter a.! ned by 

13 the county assessor In accordance with the rules of the 

1~ depart.ent of revenue eay be direc~ly s~itted for disposal 

15 in accordance with the provisions of part 5 of chapter 10, 

16 Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff. In the 

17 release the sheriff shall include a description of the 

18 vehicle Including year, aakeo eodelo serial nuabero and 

19 license nuaber if available. A release provided by the 

20 sheriff under this section ~h~ll be tr~ns~itted to thP ~otor 

21 vehicle wrecking facility and shall be considered by that 

22 facility to aeet the requirements for records under 

23 75-1G-512 and 75-10-513. Vehicles described in this section 

24 may be submi~ted without notice and without a required 

Z5 holding period.• 

-End-
-3-
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HOUSE RILL NO. 322 

INTRODUCED BY HARRINGTO~ 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING A LICENSED 

W~ EC K lNG FAC!l ITY TO MAKE THE REQUIRED SEARCH FOR THE OWNER 

UF A~ ABANO~NED VEHICLE; AMFNOING SFCTION 61-1?-402, MCA. • 

~E IT ENACTED 9Y THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STAT~ OF MUNTAHA: 

Section 1. ~ection 61-12-~0Zo MCAo is 4~ended tc read: 

"61-12-402. Notice to owner. (1) Within 72 hours after 

dny vehicle is re~oved and held by or at the direction of 

the Montand highway patrol or the city police, th~y shall 

notify th~ sneriff of the county in which the vehicl~ was 

loc~ted at th~ time it was taken into custody and the place 

where the venicle is being held. In addition the Montana 

hi"hway patrol or the city police shall furnish the sheriff 

a complete description of the vehicle to include year. ~akeo 

mouel.. serial number, and license nu~her if availabl~, any 

co~ts •ncurre~ to thdt date in the r~movalt pr~servutian, 

and custody of the vehicle. an~ any availdblP inform~tion 

concerning its o~nershtp. 

( 2) The sheriff shall aake reasonable efforts to 

ascertain the name and address of the owner, lienholder, or 

person entitled to possession of the vehicle. If such n.1me 

and address are ascertained, the sheriff shall notify such 
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HB J322/02 

owner and lienholder or person of the location of the 

vehicle. 

(3) If the vehicle is registered in the office of the 

division of .ator vehiCles of this state• notice shall be 

dee•cd qiven when a reqlstered or certified letter addressed 

to the r.aqistered owner of the Y<'hicle ,md lienholder, if 

any, at the late'!Ot address shown by the record" in th.-, 

office of the division, return receipt rer,uested anrl postag~ 

prepaid thereon, is •ailed at least 3~ ~~ys before the 

vehicle is sold as hereinafter provided. 

141 If the identity of the 1 ast r~gtstAred ownP.r 

cannot be det.erwoi nedo or if the r~gistration contain,. no 

.addres~ tor the owner, or iif it ts imposs.ibTr- to det(~r"'ine 

with reasonable certainty the i~entity and addresses of all 

1 i~nt~olt1er~, not~ce by one pub1 ication in on'~ newspape~ of 

:Jellf>f"\ circul.J:tion in the county wh"re th~: ~otor v~htcle 

was ahan<Joned st..Jl 1 be sufficient to roe<'t all requirem~nts 

of notice pursuant to this part. Sue~ notice ~y puhlicatlon 

can contain multiple listings of ab~ndonrd vehicles. Any 

StJ~h not~c~ s~all b~ within the ti~~ requ~r~~i~nt~ prescribed 

for notice by certified or reqi,.tered ~•il and shall hdve 

the sa.e contents required for a notice by certified or 

rP~istercl1 ~ail. 

1~1--lf-tue_au~oo~-x~bi~l~-i~io_tb~_au~~c~~iun_gf_a 

~otoL--~ebi~le--~te~kiu~ __ fa~ilit~_lL~~n~cd_~od~t-12=LQ~l~ 

-7- H!' 327 
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1 UiLIU.KkilljJ.._fK.ilit..¥--lbl):_Jiilh-_t.be __ UQ!,I i.Lttd-UilU.tL-t..o 

Z ~~L~iu_-1ba_nd8~-dD~-ad~L~~_gf_the_QwneLL-li~onaid~L•-QL 

3 ~~gn_aotltlea_tg_go~~e~~loo_of_tb~-~~~1~-il~-~hilll __ gl~ 

~ thL-DQtl~~--Le~lLea __ io __ ~~b~~tioo~-iZl_lbLQugh_iila_lhe 

5 ~kiog_fa~ili1¥-~hdll-~li~eL-to-1bL~beLiff_a~e~i~a~ 

6 llnr.Llll.ioO-tbe:--t.Ua.U.L_eaae __ t.g __ ll~.UaiiL-tbL_oiliiL~ 

1 ~~-gt__tbe __ QMotL•--ll~boldeL£-_Q£_~~gn_eatitlea_to 

a gg~~QQ_Qf_~¥e~le_QQa_~b~ll-aat~eL-ta-_tne_~beLiff 

9 gLQQf_gf_tne_ogllu:_giaD..o. 

10 tSt~ A vehicle found by law enforcement officials to 

11 be a •junk vehicle• as defined by ~5-10-501 and certified as 

12 having an appraised value of S100 or less as determined by 

13 the county assessor in accordance with the rules of the 

14 depart.ent of revenue •ay be directly subMitted for disposal 

15 in accordance with the provisions of p~rt 5 of chapter lOt 

16 Title 75, upon a release given by the sheriff. In thP 

11 release the sheriff shall include a 1escription of the 

18 vehicle including year, •aket •odel, serial nu•ber, an~ 

19 license nu•ber if available. A release provided by the 

20 sheriff under this section shall be trans•itted to the motor 

21 11ehi c1 e wrecking f dC i 1 it y and shall be considered by that 

22 facility to aeet the require~nts for records under 

23 75-10-512 and 75-10-513. Vehicles described in this section 

24 aay be subaitted without notice and without a required 

25 holding period.• 

-End-
- 3- HB 322 


