— CAAPTER NO. _zo

HOUSE BILL NO. 301
INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, LORY, KOLSTAD, TOWE

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE CONSUMER COMMITTEE

IN THE HOUSE

January 22, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Appropriations.

February 6, 1979 Committee recommend bill
do pass. Report adopted.

February 7, 1979 Printed and placed on members’
desks.

February 8, 1979 Second reading, do pass.

February 9, 1979 Considered correctly engrossed.

February 10, 1979 Third reading, passed.

Transmitted to second house.

IN THE SENATE

February 12, 1979 Introduced and referred to

Committee on Finance and '
Claims.
March 5, 1979 Committee recommend bill be

concurred in as amended.
Report adopted.

March 7, 1979 Second reading, concurred in.
March 9, 1979 Third reading, concurred in
as amended.
IN THE HOUSE

March 10, 1979 Returned from second house.
Concurred in as amended.



March 14, 1979 Second reading, amendments
adopted.

March 15, 1979 Third reading, amendments
adopted. Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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BaLL NO.

INTRODUCED BY

BY REQ T GF THE LEGISLATIVE CONSUMER COMMITTEF

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY
THE MANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE QOFFICE OF THE CONSUMER

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-1-223 AND 69-1-224+ MCA.™

3E IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Section 69-1-223s MCAs is amended to read:

"59-1-223« Funding of office of consumer counsels (1}
There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which
all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and from
which a'l appropriations to the office of the consuzer
counsel shall be paide An appropriation to the office of the

1 iss ¢ i s £
£ t tici 4 1 '

{2) 1In addition to al)l other licensesy fees, and taxes
imposed by laws 311 regulated compznies shall:

(3) within 90 days after the close of each calendar
quartery file with the department of public service
regulation and the department of revenues & statementy in
such form as the commission may determines showing the gross

operating revenue from all oactivities regulated by the
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LC 0858/01

commission within the state for that calendar guarter of
operation or portion thereof; and
(b} at that time pay to the department of revenue a
fee based on a frectien percentage of the gross operating
revenue reporteds as determined by the department of revenue
under 69-1-224t¥3.
3 1 £ hict L - { by the
: i i . uri £i 1 £ ¢
| £ : i {a_includi hath t
i ti iati by the legislat £ that
£i 1 . sditi 1 . i £ - £

ether sources in a manper autborized by the legislatures.™

Section 2. Section &69-1-224+ MHCAy is amended to read:

"59-1-224« Determination of fee« (1} Within 30 days
following enactment of the legislative appropriation for the
office of the consumer counsels the department of revenus
shall:

{a) determine the total gross operating revenue
generated by all regulated activities within this stete for
all regulated companies for the previous fiscatl yeér:

(b} compute the percentages subject to _rewvision as
pravided in  subsection {3)s of the amount determined in
subsection (1){a} which will produce an amount equal to the

base appropriation to the gffjce of the consumer counsel for

HE 30|

INTRODUCED BILL
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emeh the fjrst year of the appropriaticns except that no
regulated company owned and operated hy ny wmunicipal
corporation within this state shall be required to pay 3 sum
in excess oOf «06 of 1% of its gross aperating revenue; and

(c) give notice by mail to each reyulated company of
the percentage determined in subsections (1)}{2) and (D) to
be applied to the gross operating revenue reported under
69-1-223{2) to determine the amount of the fee to be paid in

eseh the first year of the appropriation.

i0
11
12
13
14

i35

LC 0858701

{ce af | g Ltigli

1+234[4) In the event the fee charged in any one year of
the-biennium is in excess of the amount actually expended in
that years the excess shall be deducted from the amount
required to be ralsed by the fee for the first pext year of

the~next—bienniet-appropriotion before the determination for
that--yeer required by subsection [(1)ts} is made. Money io
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BILL NO. (Y1
INTRODUCED BY . M,AA/V /@ &

BY REQ T OF THE LEGISLATIVE CUNSU'JR COMMITTEF

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY
THE MANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CONSUMER

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-1-223 AND 65-1-224y HCA."™

3E IT ENACTED 3¥ THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section ls Section 69-1-223, MCAs is amended to read:

"59-1-223. Funding of office of consumer counsels (1}
There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which
all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and from
whicn all appropriations to the office of the consumer
counsel shall be paide An_appropriation to the office of the
consumer counsel _pay consist. of a2 base apprepriation for
reyular operating expenses and a <contingency _aparopriation
for expenses due to ap upanticipated caseloade

t2} In addition to all other licensess fecss and taxes
imposed by lawy all regulated companies shall:

(a} within 90 days after the close of each catendar
quartery file with the department of public service
ragulation and the department of revenue a statement, in
such form as the commission may determines showing the gross

operating revenue from all activities regulated by the
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for that calendar quarter of

operation or portion thereof; and

fb} at that tiae pay to the department of rewvenue a

fee based on a freetion percentage of the gross operating

revenue reporteds as determined by the department of revenue

under 69-1-22443%.

Section 2e Section 69-1-22%¢ MCAs is amended to read:

"59-1-224. Determination of feee (1)} MWithin 30 days

following enactment of the legislative appropriation for the

office of the consumer counsely the department of revenue

shall:

{a} deterwine the total

gross operating revenue

generaled by all regulated activities within this state for

all regulated companies for the previous fiscal year;

{b) compute the percentages _subject to revision _as

of the amount determined in

subsection [(1){a) which will produce an amount equal to the

base appropriation to the gffice of the consumer counsel for

-2

SECOND READING
Heao 32/
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esch the fjrst year of the appropriations except that no
regutated company owned and opersted by any municipal
corporation within this state shtall be rcquired to pay a sum
in excess of <06 of 1X of its gross operating revenue; and

{c) give notice by wmail to each regulated company of
the percentage determined in subsections (1}(a) and (b) to
be applied to the gross operating revenue reported under
69~-1-223{2) to determine the amount of the fee to be paid in

ensch the first year of the appropriations

-3=
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+2318) 1In the event the fee charged in any one year of
the-biennivm is in excess of the amount actually expended in
that yeare the excess shall be deducted from the amount
required tg be raised by the fee for the first pext year of
the-next—bianninl-approprietion before the determination for

thet~-yeer required by subsection {(l}te} is made. Mongy in

—y—



46th Legislature

10
il
12
13
14
15
16
%
18

19

LC 0B58/01

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REVISE ANMD CLARIFY

THE MANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CONSUMER

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-1-223 AND 69-1-224, MNCA."™

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 69-1-223s MCAs is amended to read:
"59-1-223. Funding of office of consumer counsels (1)
There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which
all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and from
which all appropriations to the office of the consumer
counsel shall be paide An appropriation to the office of the
1 - ¢ ¢ iati £
regular operating expenses and 2 _contingency  appropriaticn
¢ i icipated 1 )
(2) In addition to 311 other licensess feess 2nd taxes
imposed by laws all regulated companies shall:z
{a} within 90 days after the close of each calendar
quarters file with the department of public service
requlation and the department of revenue a statement, in
such form as the commission may determines showing the gross

operating revenue from all activities regulated by the
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commission within the state for that calendar quarter of
operation or portion thereof; and

{b) at that time pay to the departwent of revenue a
fee based on a freetdon pergeniage of the gross operating

revenue reporteds as determined by the department of ravenue

under 69-1-22443%.

Section 2. Section 69-1-224%¢ MCAs is amended to read:

®59-1-224« Determination of feee (1) MWithin 30 days
following enactment of the lTeqislative appropriation for the
office of the consumer counsely the department of revenue
shall:

{a) determine the total gross operating revenue
senerated by all regulated activities within this state for
all regulated companies for the previous fiscal year;

(b} compute the percentagesx .  _subject to _revision _as
provided in  subsection {33s of the amount determined in
subsection {l1){a) which Wwill) produce an amount equal tc the

base appropriation to the gffice of the consumer counsel for

-2- 1«* 153 j;; L f
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each the first year of the appropriations except that no
requlated company owned and operated by any wmunicipal
carperation within this state shall be required to pay 2 sum
in excess of <06 of 1% of its gross operating revenue; and

{c) yive notice by wmail to each requlated company of
the percentage determined in subsections {1}{3) and (b} to
He applied to the gross operating revenue reported under
69-1-223(2) to determine the amount of the fee to be paid in
ench the first year of the appropriatione.

42} _On or  before May 30 of the first vear of the
Licnoiuws the department of revenue shall repeat the _steps

-3
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+2¥141 In the event the fee charged in #ny one year of
the-biennins is in excess of the amount actually expended in
that yeary the excess shall be deducted from the asmount
required to be raised by the fee for the firet pext year of
the-next-biennial-appropriation before the determination for

thet--yesr required by subsection (l)te} is mades Money in
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HOUSE BILL NO. 301
INTROCDUCED BY QUILICI+ LORY, XOLSTADs TOWE

BY REQJQUEST JF THE LEGISLATIVE CONSUMER COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE AND CULARIFY
THE MANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CONSUMER

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69~1~223 AND 65-1-22%+ MLA.*®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE (OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 69-1-223s MCAs is amended to read:
"69-1-223. Funding of office of consumer counsels (1}

There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which
all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and from
which a1l appropriations to the office of the consumer
counsel shall be paide. Ag_appropriation to the office of the
consumer_.Sounsel _may _consist__of g base appropriatign_for
regular_operating expenses_aod o__contingeocCy _appropriation
for _expenses due o ao_upanticipated caseloads

(2} 1n addition to 3l other licensesy feesy and taxes
imposed by Yaws all regulated companies shall:

{a} within 90 days after the close of each calendar
quartery file with the department of public service
regulation and the department of revenue a statement,s in
such form as the commission may determines sho#ing the gross

operating revenue from all activities reguiated by the
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commission wWithin the state for that calendar quarter of
operation or portion thereof; and
(D) at that time pay to the department of revenue a
fee based on a fraectrom percentage of the gross operating
revenue reporteds as determined by the department of revenue
undger 69-1-224¢%%.
£3)__Ibe_amouot of mopey whicCh may be raised by the fec
on_tne_regulated companies durioy a fiscal yedc say not__he
increased _from the amount appropriateds including both hase
and. contipgenty appropriationss by the legistature for  that
fiscal _yeara Any additional money reguired for cperatiaa gof
the gffice _of the consumer counsel _suat _be_  obtained fron
QLDELuﬁﬁulﬂﬁi.iﬂ—ﬂ;lﬁDDBI_ﬂﬂxhﬂlilgﬂ-hi—ihﬁ_lﬂﬂiﬁlﬂiulﬁn'
Section 2« Section 69-1-224y MCAe is amended to read:
"p3-1-224. Determination of fecs (1) Within 230 days
followiny enactment of the legislative appropriation for the
office of the consumer counsele the department of revenue
shall:

fal determine the total qross operating revenue

generated by all regulated activities within this state for

all regulated companies for the previous fiscal year;

{b} compute the percentages__subject Lo _reyision. _as
praovided _in__aubsectign__A3lr of the amount determined in
subsection (l){a} which will produce an amount equal tc the

base appropriation to the gffice of the consumer counsel for

—2- HE 301

REFERENCE BILL
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eseh tha first vyear of the appropriations except that no
regultated company owned and operated by any municipal
corporaticn within this state shall be required to pay 3 sum
in excess of U6 of 1% of its gross operating revenue; and

{c) give notice by mail to each regulated company of
the percentage deterained in subsections (l}(a)‘and {b) to
be applied to the gross operating revenue repo;ted under
69~1-223{2) to determine the amount of the fee to be paid in
esech the _first year of the appropriatione

{2} _0n_ _or _before _May 30 of the first vear of the
Rienpiums_the departeent of cevenuve shall repeat the _steps
required Dy _subsection (1) aod coppute _the _percentage
sultiplier for _the _secood.  years  giving. _ootice. ta__the
regulated coppdnitsa

L3l _(a} Ibe _degartesot _of _(eysoue. may _2djusk _tbe
mercentage sultiplier quarterly if the departmsent _considers
a_chapge necessary_to meetl Of Lo pot excged the asount._to hbe
raised by the fee because ofi

Lid-_fluctuations in. the actual gross opecating rexenue
subject to the feei or

{ii} _submission _and _approval _of _a _hudget amendaeoi
authgrizing. the _spending..of mopey _from. ._a _ _contiongeocy
appropriation _iocluded in the agpropriation seasuge for the
office_of the consuser cowunsel and autberifed to_ _be _raised
by _means Qf the feea

-3 HB 301
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ib)_ _Adjustsents __of _the perceptage multiplier _are
subject_to the_ exception provided in subsection  (ligb) _for
municipally owned and.gperated regulated compapiess

fc}__Beygulated cospanies must ba_given at least 30 days
potice of any change_in the percentage aultiplicrs

+2414) In the event the fee charged in sny one year of
the-bienntum is in excess of the amount actually expended in
that yeary the excess shall be deducted from the amount
required to_ be raised by the fee for the first pngxt year of
the-next-bienntat-appropriation before the determination fer
thet--yeesr required by subsection {(l)te} is made. Mopey_ in
the account rewdining unspent_at the close of a fiscal year
carries--forward--to--the--foltowing--fiacal-years_end-money
remoining-unapent-ot--the-—ctoae-—of--—the--—biennium--carries
forward--to--the-foliowing-bienniums SHALL_BE USED IO REDULE
IHE PERCENIAGE CALCULATED _IN ©9-1-224 _IN THE _SUBSEQUENT

E1SCAL _YEARS™
-End-

-t HB 301



March 5, 1979

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(Finance and Claims)

That House Bill No. 301 be amended as follows:

l. Page 4, line 13.

Strike: 1lines 13 through 15 in their entirety

Insert: "shall be used to reduce the percentage calculated in
69-1-224 in the subsequent fiscal year."



