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HOUSE BILL NO. 301 

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, LORY, KOLSTAD, TOWE 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE CONSUMER COMMITTEE 

January 22, 1979 

February 6, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 8, 1979 

February 9, 1979 

February 10, 1979 

February 12, 1979 

March 5, 1979 

March 7, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 10, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claims. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 



March 14, 1979 

March 15, 1979 

-2-

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

' 
Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 BY REO 

4 

5 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ~AN ACT TO REVISF AND CLARIFY 

6 THE MANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CONSU"ER 

7 COUNSfl; AMENDING SECTIO~S 69-l-223 ANO 69-l-ZZ~, MCAo• 

8 

9 aE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section lo Section 69-l-223, MCAo is amended to read: 

ll ~69-l-223. Funding of office of consumer counsel. (It 

12 There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which 

13 all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and fro• 

14 which a1! appropriations to the office of the consu•er 

15 counsel shall be paid. An apprpprjatjon to the pffica of tbe 

16 consumer counsel ear cgnsjst of a base appropriation for 

17 re~ylar operating expenses and a contingency ~pprgprjatiQD 

18 for expenses due to an unantjcjpated caselpad. 

lq (2) In addition to all other licenses, fe~s. and taxes 

2U imposed by law, all regulated companies shall: 

2l (a) within 90 days after the close of edch calendar 

22 quarter, file with the department of public servic-e 

23 r"gul ati on and the depart•ent of revenu<> a s t.lte.,..nt • in 

24 such forM as the comnission may det~r•ineo showing the gross 

25 operating revenue from all activities regul~ted by the 
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co~ission within the state for that calendar quarte~ of 

operation or portion thereof; and 

(b) at that ti•e pay to the departaent of revenue a 

fee based on a f~ae~~~ oercentage of the gross operating 

revenue reported, as determined by the depart~nt of revenue 

under b9-1-22+ftt. 

131 The awguot of aoney whjch aay bft raj$ed by the tee 

on the regulated to•paoje$ durjng a fl$cal year way not be 

lpcrea$ed frgw the aaguot a~roprlated. jncludjqg bgtb ba$e 

apd cootiogepcy appropriations. by the legjslature for that 

fi$caJ rear. Any additional .ppey reqyjred fpr pgeratjpn gf 

tb@ office gf the cOQ$uwer coygseJ aU$t be obtajped frg• 

other spyrc:.e$ jo a •apner aytbprl zed b~ __ leois1at.ur_e.• 

Section z. Section 69-1-22.1o, MCA, is aMended to read: 

•b9-1-22~. Oetereination of fee. (1) Within 30 days 

following enact~ent of the legislative appropriation for the 

office of the consumer counsel, the depart.ant of revenuP 

Sh-311: 

(a) determine the total gross operating revenue 

;;;e.,erated by all regulated activities within this state for 

all reyulated coepanies for the previous fiscal year; 

(b) compute the percentage. subject tg rgyjsjgn as 

~jded in subsgctjpn 13lo of the a.aunt deter•ined in 

subsection (1)(a) which will produce an aMount equal to the 

~appropriation to the gffjce pf the consu•er counsel for 
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eee~ the fjrst year of the appropriation. e~cept that no 

regulated coepany owned and operdted by my aun ic i pal 

co·rporati on with in this state s,.,all be r••qu i r<>d to pay a sua 

in excess of o06 of 11 of its gross operating revenue; and 

(c) give notice by wail to each reyulated coapany of 

the percentage deter~ined in subsection~ (l)(aJ and (b) to 

be applied to the gross operating rev~nue reported under 

69-l-223(2) to deter•ine the ahOunt ~f the fee to be paid in 

e~~ the fjrst year of the appropriation. 

121 Do or befpre May 30 of the first year of the 

bjeonjyw. tbe departaent of reyenye shall repeat the steps 

reqyjced by sybsectjon rll and cpmpyte the percentage 

ayltigljer fpr tbe second year~~tjce tp the 

regulated cpwpdojes 8 

UJ fa! The degertent pf revenue •ax ediust the 

percentage wyltjp!ier qyarterly jf the depart•ent cpnsiders 

11 a change ngcessarv tg meet or to not exceed the aagynt to be 

18 rajsed by the fee because pf; 

19 (jl flyctuatjons jn the actyal gross gperatjng rgyanye 

ZO subject to the fee; gr 

21 ljj! subeiSiiOP apd apprpyal of a budget amendwent 

22 authorizing the spagdjgg pf •oney fro• a conti~ 

23 appropriation included jo the appropriation measure for the 

Zit offjce 0 f the cpnsymer counsel agd av~horized to be ~ 

25 by -ean• of the tee. 
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!bl AdiYitaents of tbe percentage multiplier are 

~qct to the exceptipn provided jn sybsectjop !l!!bl for 

muoicipally pwped and operated regylated compaoies. 

fc) Regulated co•panjes mu$t be giyeo at least JO days 

ootice of any chagge jn the percentage syltjplier• 

trtLil In the event the fee charged in ~y one year e+ 

~~e-&+eftft+~ Is in excess of the awount actually expended in 

that yeart the excess shall be deducted from the amount 

required to pe raised by tbe fee for the ++r~ ~ year e+ 

determination fer 

~~~-yeer required by subsection (1Jt8t is Rade. ftone¥-in 

the account reaalnlng unspent at the close of a fiscal vear 

carries forward ta the fpllowjng fjscal year. and money 

rewaining unspent at the close gf the bjennjum carries 

forward to the fgllpw!og bienoium.• 

-End-

-4-



46th Legislature LC OSSB/01 

1 

2. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

3 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

1'i 

16 

11 

lD 

19 

2ll 

2t 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Approved by Comm. 
on Appropriations 

INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

THE HANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE Of THE CONSUMER 

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-1-223 AND 69-1-224, MCAo• 

3E IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section 69-l-223, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•69-l-223. Funding of office of consueer counsel. {lt 

There is an account in the earmarked revenue fund to which 

all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and fro• 

whicn all appropriations to the office of the consumer 

coun~el shall be paid• An approprjatjoo to the~~~ 

~~ counsel aay consjst of a base appropriation for 

re.,ylar operating expenses and a contingency _appropriatiOD 

[QL_expeoses dye tp an ynaptjcipated caselpa~ 

[2) In addition to all other licenses, fe~s. and taxes 

imposed by law, all regulated compdnies shall: 

(a) within 90 days after the close of each calendar 

quarter, file with the depart.ent of publ i c service 

ro'_)ul at ion and the depart~~~ent of revenu<> a st,,tement, in 

such form as the commission may det~r~ine, sho~ing the gross 

operating revenue from all activities regulated by the 
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co .. ission within the state for that calendar quarter of 

operation or portion thereof; and 

(b) at that tiae pay to the depart.ent of revenue a 

fee based on a fr~eft percentage of the gross operating 

revenue reported, as deterained by the department of revenue 

under 69-l-2241lto 

13' The awount of appey which aay be rajsed by the fee 

on thg regulated co•pap!gs during a fiscal year aaY pot be 

•lncrgasgd frge the a-aunt appropriatgdw joclyd!pg both base 

AQd_cootlngeocx appropriationS• by thg Jgg!slatyre for that 

flscel year. Any additional -anex rgqyjrgd for operation gf 

the office gf the cgnsy-er counsel •yst be obtained fro• 

other spyrcgs jn a wanner autborlzgd by the leglilatyre.• 

Section 2. Section b9-l-Z24o MCA, is ~Mended to read: 

•69-1-224. Oeterainatlon of fee. (1) Within 30 days 

following enact~ent of the legislative appropriation for the 

office of the consuMer counselo the department of revenue 

shJll: 

(a) deteraine the total gross operating revenue 

~e~er3led by all regulated activities within this state for 

all regulated coapanies for the previous fisc~l year; 

(b) compute the percentage. subject ~ revision ~ 

~QXLded in subsection C3ls of the amount determined In 

subsection (lt(a) which will produce an amount equal to the 

~appropriation to the offjce pf the consumer counsel for 

-2- S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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~ tbe fjrst year of the appropri~tion, except that no 

regulated coepany owned and operated by any Municipal 

corporation vith in thl s state shall be requ i r<''J to pay a suM 

in excess of .06 of lZ of its gross operatinq revenue; and 

(c) give notice by eall to each re~ulated coMpany of 

the percentage deter•lned in subsections (1l(a) and (b) to 

be applied to the gross operatiny rev<cnue reported under 

69-1-223CZ) to detereine the a.ount of the fee to be paid in 

e~ tbe fjrst year of the approprintion. 

12) On pr bgfprs May 30 of the fjrst year gf th• 

Aiaooiye. tba departeent gf revenue shall repeat the &teps 

~iced by $Ubsectjpn Cl) apd cgapute the pgrceotage 

.yltjpljer fpr tbe SftGQQd years Wiving ogtice to the 

regui•Sed coaganjes. 

lll raJ The departeent of reyeoue aay adJust the 

percentage ayltiglier quarterly jf the depart-eat CQD$ider$ 

17 a change necessary to ... t qr to not exceed the aMpunt to be 

18 raised by tba fee beGause of: 

IY rjJ · fluGtuatioos jn tbe actual Q£05$ pperatjog rcyenue 

20 sybieGt to the fee: or 

21 Cijl $Ybejasign and aggroyal gf a budget aweodaent 

Z2 aut.hor iz.ino__t.be __ soend.ina __ of" •ooelt __ .fr-oJII __ a .cant.inoenc.v 

23 apprpprja•lgp inGluded jn the apprgpriatjop ega$ure fpr the 

l~ offjce of the coosuaer cgynsgl and authorized to be rajsed 

2S by •eans gf tbe fee. 

-3-
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Lbl- Adjusteents gf the percentage aultjplier are 

~e't to tbe gx,eptjpn prgyjded jn subsectiPO ll)lbl fgr 

aunjLjgaJJy QWORd and ppgrated regulated CQMpaojeSe 

lcl Regylated cgepanj«$ 8U't be gjyen at least 30 days 

OOtjC& Of aor Gbdoge jo the percentage myJtjpJiete 

~~Lil In the event the fee charged in ftftY one year e~ 

tfte-~eftft~.a is in excess of the aeount actually expended in 

that year. the excess shall be deducted from the amount 

required tg be rajsed by the fee for the f+r~ ~ year of 

tfte-ne•t-~enn+al eppropr+et+on before the determination ~or 

~-year required by subsection (lltat is eade. Kgoey in 

tbg accpunt re•ajojng unsoent at the close of a fjscal year 

'~[rjes forward to the fpJlpwjog fjs,al ¥ear. and mpney 

[ftWajojng UO$QGO\ at thft cJqse pf tbe bjeonjuw carrjes 

tgrward to the fgllgwing bjenniye.• 

-End-

-it-
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INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ~T TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

THE HANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CONSU~ER 

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-1-223 AND 69-1-22~, MCA.• 

aE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-1-223• MCA• is .-ended to read: 

•69-1-223. Funding of offi~e of ~onsu.ar ~ounsel. (lJ 

There is an a~count in the ear•arked revenue fund to which 

all fees collected hereunder shall be deposited and froe 

which all appropriations to the office of the consu.ar 

counsel shall be paid. An apprgprjatiQQ tg the offica of the 

consymer coyosel •ay consjst of a base apprpprjation fpr 

re~ular operatjog expenses and a contipgencr agprapr!atigo 

{QC expeosgs due to an ynaqtjcjpatgd caselpad. 

(21 In addition to all other licenses, feeso and taxes 

impos9d by law, all regulated co•panies shall: 

(a) within 90 days after the close of each calendar 

quarter. file with the depart~nt of public service 

r~gulation and the departaent of revenue a stateaent, in 

such form as the com•ission eay deteraine, sho~ing the gross 

operating revenue from all activities regulated by the 

LC 0858/01 

1 co .. ission within the state for that calendar quarter of 
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operation or portion thereof; and 

(b) at that tiee pay to the departeent of revenue a 

fee based on a ~~~ percentage of the gross operating 

revenue reported, as deter•ined by the depart.ent of revenue 

under 69-1-224f+t• 

131 The a.pynt of WOOl¥ which •aw be raised by the fee 

00 the regylatad Gowpanlas during a flsGal year aa¥ nat be 

·Increased frOM the MQUnt apprgpciated. lnclgdi"' bpth bau 

and Gontingeocy appropriations. b¥ the legislature f 0 r that 

fisGal wear. An¥ additional wgney reguired for qperatiog gf 

tbe office of tbe consyecr GQV»sel •ust be obtained fro• 

other $9YCGeS io A aaQOftr aytbqrizgd by the legi&laturee• 

Section 2. Section 69-1-224, HCA• Is .. ended to read: 

•69-1-22~. Oeter•ination of fee. (1) Within 30 days 

following enacteent of the legislative appropriation for the 

office of the consumer couns~lt the departaent of revenue 

shall: 

Ia) detereine the total gross operating revenue 

~enorated by all regulated activities within this state for 

all regulated coapanies for the previous fiscal year; 

(b) coapute the percentages subject to revision as 

ucovjded jn subsection !3lo of the amount deterained in 

subsection l1)(a) which will produce an aeount equal to the 

~ appropriation to the 0ffjce of thg consuaer coun~el for 
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eaeh tba fjrst year of the appropriation, ex~ept that no 

reyulated coapany owned and operated by .Jny municipal 

corporation within this state s,.,all be r<•quir<''l to p'ly a ~u11 

in exce5s of .06 of l~ of its gross operatiny revenue; and 

(c) yive notice by aail to each regulated company of 

the percentage deterained in subsection~ (ll(a) and lbl to 

b•~ applied to the gross operat i nq revenue CPpurted under 

69-1-223(2) to deteraine the aaount of the fee to be paid in 

e&eh tbe fjrst year of the appropriation. 

CZl Qn gr befgre May 30 of the first~~ 

bjgonjuw. tbe departaent gf reyenye shall repeat _the_~ 

required by sybsgctign Cll agd cg•pute the percentage 

aultlpHer fgr t:h@ d • · secon years ~·v•ng notjce to the 

regulated coapanies. 

131 Cal The d t epar aent of reyanye •a~ adJust the 

percentage auJtigJier qyarterlJ jf the dgpartacnt cgnsiders 

17 a cbgng• nasel$0( tg r aeat QC tO DQt CJCBCd tb • e aSQynt to be 

16 ra.sed by tba fge betause of: 

19 fi) fluctuatjgos jn the attual grgss operating reyenue 

20 :;ybJett t.o t.he fee; qr 

budget awgpd•ent • . d apgrgyaJ of a ljjl SUbw!SS!QQ an . 

21 • og frpll a cogtongency . . tbe sgegdoog pf IIQ Y 22 
auihor•z•ng fpc the 

.. t:"on .ea1ure d ·a the agprgpr•a 1 • inc;lyde ' 23 appropriat,tQO . bg ~ 
1 and aythgrtzed tg .. f tbe COD$UB@C counse l't pff1C8 Q 

25 by aeaos gf tbe fge. 
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(b! Adjustaeot.s gf tbg pecc;eniage sultiplier are 

subjec;t tg the exc;ept,jop proyjded jn subsection 11!1b) fQL 

munjs:.i pally owogd and operated regulated cg11pa~ 

!cl Begylated cowpanjes •u5t be given at least 30 d~ 

ootjce pf any c;booge lg t:he perc;eat.age ll!!Jtjpl jec. 

t~~ In the event the fee charged in aftY one year of 

~he-~eoo•~ is in excess of the awouot actually expended in 

that yearo the excess shall be deducted fro~ the amount 

required to be rajsed by the fee for the f•r~ ~ year of 

~fte-ne•~b+eOftfe+-sppropP+~•on before the determination for 

~~--year required by subsection (1)tet is made~ ~~ 

tb& a£CQUDt rewajnjog UOspent at the C)OS@ Of a fiscal year 

carrjes forward to the foJJgwiog fjsca) year. and monev 

rawajning UD$pent at the close gf the bjennjum carrjes 

forward t,o t:be fgllgwipg bjgpqjyw.• 

-End-

_,_ 



46th Leqislature HB 0301/02 

2 

3 

4 

<; 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

lJ 

14 

1~ 

16 

l7 

1'1 

19 

20 

21 

l2 

23 

24 

2S 

HOUSE BILL NO. 101 

INTRODUCED BY QUILICit LORY, KOLSTAOo TOWE 

BY REQUEST ~F THE LEGISLATIVE CONSUMER COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE 

THE MANNER OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE Of 

AND ClARIFY 

THE CONSUMER 

COUNSEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-1-223 AND o9-1-224t KCA." 

BE IT ENA(TED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-1-223• MCAo is ~mended to read: 

"69-1-223. Funding of office of consuaer counsel. (1) 

There is an account in the ear•arked revenue fund to which 

all feE>s collected hereunder shall be depo~ i ted and fro• 

~hich all appropriations to the office of the consu•er 

counsel shall be paid. Aa_apgLQgLi~LQQ_~g-~ua-gLti,e_Qf_tb~ 

~O~~~( __ ,QWQ~~l--aa¥--~~l~--gf_~~d~~LQ~LlatiQQ_fgL 

ce~ulac_ggeca~iag_~~~aod_a_ contiogeo'X--dPPLQQLiatioo 

fQL.u~a~u_sbl~-tg_ao_WlAQt~iQat.til~aiil1s 

(2) In addition to all other licenses, feE>so and taKes 

imposed by lawo all regulated co•panies shall: 

{a) within 90 

quarter, file with 

regulation and the 

days after the close of each calendar 

the departMent of public service 

depart.ant of revenue a st~temento in 

such form as the co•mission •ay deterMine. sho~ing the gross 

operating revenue fro• all activities regulated by the 
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com•ission within the state for that calendar quarter of 

operation or portion thereof; and 

(O) at that tiMe pay to the department of revenue a 

fee based on a f~ee~YOft ~~ of the gross operating 

revenue reported, as deter•ined by the departMent of revenue 

under b9-l-224t~t. 

ill-_lb~aaauot-21-RQ~-•bi'h •aw be-Lal~a-~_tne_fe~ 

iO{.~~~ea __ ~tb& a•ouo1-AQQ1Qpriateds~~iug_Q~b~ 

4Dl1-,2U1iO~~¥-~PLQPLi41i~~_QX_lb~e~~~~far __ tbat 

liru:ril __ ):llllf.._!!U_.ukfilicmaJ eoQU CeQUj red UlL-~C.sl.ti.an-'lf. 

we_ oft i' e_QLtbe_,~uau_,gyo ~e I •w.!.-la:--'1 bt..tioe~L.J.t.WII 

Qttlll L __ :OllJ.iC.!;.t.L.iD _il_ll<lODiU:_JWt.llQti~~-'Lb¥-UliL~ .Uatu.r.e.a" 

S~·rtion 2. Section b9-1-l2'oo MCAo is am.,nded to rea·1: 

"bQ-1-224. D~ter~ination of fee. 11) Within 30 days 

follow•n~ ~nact~~nt of the legislative appropriation forth~ 

office of the consumer counselo the dep~rt•cnt of rev~nue 

j;hdll: 

l••l detero1in., the total gross operatin'J rev~nuP 

generrlted by all regulated activitiE>s within this state for 

all r~~u1Htod companies for the previous fiscal year; 

{Ol compute the percentageL-~~{.1--~ __ Le~i~iau __ ~ 

PJ:Q~l.ds:d __ !.Q_~Ub!iO::{.i.iDQ _ _j_l~ of the a•ount determined in 

subsection {1)(a) which will produc.- an amount equal t0 th<' 

b~!ie appro~r•ation to the affi{.e_gf_t.tl~ consumer counsel for 

-2- H:< 301 
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eeeh tbL_fiL~t year of the appropriation, e•cept that no 

regutated co~pany owned and operated by any •unicipdl 

corpuration within this stat., ~hall be required to pay;~ sum 

in e•cess of .u& of 1t of its Jross operating revenue; and 

(c) give notice by •ail to each regulated co•pany of 

the percentage deter•ined in subsections (l)(a) and (b) to 

be applied to the gross operating revenue reported under 

69-1-221(2) to deter•ine the aeount of the fee to be paid in 

eeeh ~tiL~ year of the appropriation• 

!ll_lln_QL_QCUu--l!aL_ll_llL the fi rU YULQf.J.b.c 

IU.A!Ia.iW~&-UIL.~~tlKilt..OLUlltCilllll...ah4l.LLtilll4L.-tbL-lle.IU 

~i.U~-~IUIU&tliQD__Lli.-..llWL~~ the I)MU.AO.UQC 

t.eQl.lljiUd~gag.aois: .:;. 

1ll-J.llLlllL _I111Qj1Lf.81UlL..QL_L~-IUX--411.ULiL_!.Oi: 

ae;cs;.tlotage aullillliC.LQllilLU.c.l.X-.H tbt dei)4CtMnt s;.antiJ1e.Li 
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Zlo Qff.is;.c..QL.l..bL~D.lWHU:~Jll-.:tO!La~UlLt.a-bc--LJlllcD 

z 5 Qx_.unL~c-t.ec. 

-3- HB 301 

2 

3 

4 

5 

, 
7 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

u 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

HB 0301/02 
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March 5, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Finance and Claims) 

That House Bill No. 301 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 4, line 13. 
Strike: lines 13 through 15 in their entirety 
Insert: "shall be used to reduce the percentage calculated in 

69-l-224 in the subsequent fiscal year ... 


