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INTRODUCED BY -..., 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ••·N "CT TO PERMIT SCHOOL 

TRUSTEES TO RECEIVE AND USE FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDS TO 

SUPPLEMENT THE GENERAL FUND 3UDGET WITHOUT A VOTE OF THE 

ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-9-315 

AND Z0-9-353o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATU~E OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2o-9-~15w HCAo is aeended to read: 

"20-9-315. Maxi.u• general fund budget and exceptions. 

The total aaount of the general fund budget of any district 

shall n<·t be greater than the general fund budget a110unt 

soecified in 2D-9-316 through 20-9-321o except when a 

district has adopted an e•ergency general fund budget under 

the provisions of Z0-9-165 or when a district hes-~d-en 

~ftft+~+&fte+--~--~~--~he- preols+efts--e~ satl$fjes the 

reQuireaents of 20-9-353.• 

~ection 2. Section 20-9-353, MCAo Is amended to read: 

•zo-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

election for authorization to i•pose. (1) lhe trustees of 

any district may propose to adopt a general fund budget in 

excess of the general fund budget a•ount for such district 

as established by the schedules in 20-9-316 through zo-~-321 
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for any of the following purposes: 

(a) building. altering. repairingw or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of the district; 

(b) furnishing additional school facilities for the 

district; 

(c) acquisition of land for the district; 

{d) proper •aintenance and operation of the school 

progra•s of the district. 

(2) However, when the trustees adopt a total general 

fund budget which exceeds 110' of the general fund budget 

for the preceding year• they shall file a notice of this 

increase with the superintendent of public instruction. 

setting forth the specific reasons for increasing the 

budget. 

(3) When the trustees of any district deter•ine that 

an additional amount of financing is required for the 

general fund budget that is in excess of the statutory 

schedule amount, the trustees shall sub•it the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise such excess aaount of general 

fund financing to the electors who are qualified under 

20-20-301 to vote upon such proposition except that ~-l'rin 

&r i-ii~--hl gft--sei'\eo+-<t+st:~+~ aey-fl>~--Hs-«)ettet"ft+-~ttftd 

IHHt§~-as-es~~Hied-l!ty-~:t+-6--Ntt--.,h--i!~l---by--t:M 

&at>Hn~--of--~H+~+en--pe?d--~fte-ft+s~~~he-p~Y+ous-ye&r 

. ere jred to ger•it tbe ttnde~-~9-S-'HS ng elect!QO shal 1 b q.u t1 f..) ;;;). CJc;, 
-2-
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school trustees tp use federal or state fynds to sygplewant 

the general fynd bydget. Such special election shall be 

called and conducted in the eanner prescribed by this title 

for school elections. The ballot for such election shall 

state the a.aunt of .aney to be rdi~ed by additional 

property taxation. the approxlaate nuaber of aills required 

to raise such aoneyo and the purpose for •hich such aoney 

will be expended, and it shall be In the follo~ing for.at: 

•PROPOSITION 

Shall a levy be aade in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such number of aills as aay be 

necessary to raise the sue of (state the a.ount to be raised 

by additional tax levy)o and being dpproxiaately (give 

lit nuaber) aillso for the purpose of {insert the purpose for 

15 which the additional tax levy is .ada)? 

lb 

11 

18 

£:] FOR the additional levy. 

[] AGAINST the additional levy.• 

(Itt If the election on any additional levy for the 

19 general fund is approved by a aajority vote of those 

20 electors voting at such election, the proposition shall 

21 carry and the trustees aay use any portion or all of the 

22 authorized a.ount in adopting the prelieinary gener~l fund 

23 budget. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

24 aaount authorized by such a special election on the budget 

25 fora that is subaitted to the county superintendent• and the 
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county co .. lssloners shall levy such nuaber of eills on the 

taxable value of all taxable property within the district• 

as prescribed in 20-9-14le as are required to raise the 

a•ount of such additional levy. 

{5) Authorization to levy an additional tax under the 

provisions of this section shall be effective for only 1 

school fls~al year and shall be authorized by a special 

election conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year 

for which it is effective. Only one such additional levy for 

the aaintenance and operation of the school programs of a 

high school district aay be imposed by a high school 

dlitrict In a given school fiscal year.• 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED ~y COMM. ON 
EDUCATION & CUI,TURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 296 

INTRODUCED SY LUND 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PER~IT SCHOOL 

TRUSTEES TO RECEIVE ANO USE FEDERAL ~N9-5~~~E FUNDS TO 

SUPPLEMENT THE GENERAL FUND BUDGET WITHOUT A VOTE Of THf 

ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-9-315 

AND 20-9-353, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-315• MCA, is a~nded to read: 

•zo-9-315. Maxi•um general fund budget and exceptions. 

The total amount of the general fund budget of any district 

shall not be greater than the general fund budget amount 

specofied in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321, except when a 

Jistrict has adopted an emergency g~ner~l fund budget under 

the provisions of 20-9-165 or when a district hes-veted-en 

edd~t~one+--+ewy--unde~--the--p~ow~s+ons--of ~t~i£~--th& 

~~iL~m~ots of 20-9-353.• 

Section 2. Section 20-9-353, MC•• is amended to read: 

"20-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

election for authorization to iapose. (11 The trustees of 

any district may propose to adopt a general fund budget in 

8KC~ss of the general fund budJet dmount for such district 

as established b~ the schedules in 20-9-316 throu1h zo-~-321 

HB 0296/02 

for dny of the following purposes: 

2 Cat buildinqo altering, repairing• or enlarging any 

3 schoolhouse of the district; 

.. lbl furnishing additional school facilities for the 

s district.; 

6 Ccl acquisition of land for the district; 

1 ldl proper aaintenance and operation of the school 

8 proqraas of the district. 

9 l2t Ho~ever, ~hen tne trustees adopt a total general 

1'l fund budget ~hich exceeds 110~ of t.ha general fund budget 

11 for the preceding year, they shall file a notice of this 

12 increase with the superintendent of public Instruction, 

13 setting forth the specific reasons for increasing the 

14 budget. 

15 13) Wh~n the trustees of any district determine that 

16 an additional a~ount of financing is required for the 

17 general fund budget that is in e~cess of the statutory 

18 schedule aMount, the trustees shall sub~it the proposition 

1q of an additiondl levy to raise such excess a•ount of general 

.10 fund financinq to the electors ~ho are qualified under 

21 l0-20-301 to vote upon such proposition eKcept that tfte-~•+n 

22 8r~d9es--~T,~--sc~oof-d?str+ct-~y-+ne~ee~e-+ts-gene~a+-f~nd 

23 budget-as-estab~~shed-by-~&-9-~l6-tft~ee~h--~&-9-~~l--~y--the 

24 o~o~nt--of--t~ition--pe+d--to-t~-distr+ct-t~e-~rew+ous-yea~ 

25 t~nder-i!&-5-315 D£L~lgt.l~I::UllL~~iLiil~~~ml:L....tbe 
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Kbolll _ _tut.5J&&~_1;~,Usl£Uil SU:=-1Utt!-fUnd:t-t;O-BI2l!l~ 

til.: tl!!ill~J.li.tlYf.D_I!Wlf.B_!llLLL2f._fiJBJ.lL.J.AH-ll~I.L_l!J: 

l~klil.AiL_ll:IL SLHDOL _lllilllt.I~ ~ou.li __ f.uwL.m.u1gat Ai 

UIUl.UtlfiLllf 20-9-~16 IHBOI.!GH 20-9-321 BY _ltlf__A!!C!J~L-Cf 

~fif__fUHQl. Such ~pecial election 5hall be called and 

conducted in the •anner prescribed by this title for ~chool 

elections. The ballot for such election shal 1 st.•te the 

a.aunt of .oney to be raised by addition~! property 

taxation, the approxi•ate nu~er of •ills required to raise 

such eoney, and the purpose for .. hich such •oney ,.; 11 be 

expended, and it shall be in the following forMat: 

•PROPOSITION 

Shall a levy be .ade in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such nu~er of eills as eay be 

necessar1 to raise the su• of (state the aeount to be raised 

by additional tax levy)o and bein9 ~ppro-iltately Cqiv" 

17 nu•ber) eills, for the purpose of (Insert the purpose for 

18 "hich the additional t•x levy is .ade)7 

19 []FOR the additional levy. 

20 []AGAINST the additional levy.• 

21 l't) If the election on any additional levy for the 

22 general fund is approved oy a •ajority vote of those 

23 electors votinq at such election• the proposition shall 

21t carry and the trustees •ay us~ any portion or all of the 

25 authorizert a•ount in adopting the preliMinary general fund 
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budqet. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

aeount authorized by such a special election on the ~udget 

form that is sub•itted to the county superintendent. 1nd th~ 

county co .. issioners shall levy such number of mills on the 

taxable value of all taxable property .. ithin the ~istrict. 

d~ pre~cribed in 20-9-11tl, as are required to raise the 

amount of ~uch additional levy. 

(51 Authorization to levy an additional tax under the 

provisions of this section shall be effective for only 

scho~l fiscal year and shall be authorized by a special 

election conducted before August l of the school fi~cal year 

for "hich it is effective. Only one such additional levy for 

the •aintenance and operation of the school pro~rams of a 

high school district •ay be imposed by a high school 

district in a ~iven ~chool fiscal year.• 

-End-

-4- Hfl 296 
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A SILL FOR AN 

TRUSTEES TO 

HOUSE Sill NOo 296 

INTRODUCED BY LUND 

ACT P.ITlTLED: 

RECEIVE AND USE 

'"AN ACT 

FEDERAl 

TO PERMIT SCHOOl 

AN&-SfAfE FUNDS TO 

SUPPLEMENT THE GE~ERAl FUND BUDGET WITHOUT A VOTE OF THF 

ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; A~ENDING SECTIONS 20-9-315 

AND 20-9-353o MCAo 10 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-315o ~tAo is amenderl to read: 

"20-9-315. ~axi•um general fund budget and exceotions. 

Th~ total amount of the general fund budqet of any district 

s~all not be greater than the general fund budget a~ount 

&oecified in 20-9-316 through Z0-9-321o except when a 

di&trict has adopted an emergency gener~l fund bud~et under 

the provi~ions of Z0-9-165 or when a district hns-yoted-eft 

edd~t+ofto+--+e•y--onde~--the--p~eyfsfon~--o+ ~~i~ies the 

~QYiLem~~ zo-9-353.• 

Section 1'. 

"20-9-353. 

Section 20-9-353o MCAo is amended to read: 

Additional levy for general fund 

election for authorization to impose. (1) The trustees of 

any di~trict •ay propose to adopt a general fund budget in 

excess of the general fund bud~et amount for ~uch di~trict 

as e~tabli~hed bV the schedules in 20-9-316 throu1h 20-9-321 
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for any of the following purpose~: 

Cal buildinqo altering, repairingo or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of the district; 

(b) furnishing additional ~chool facilities for the 

district; 

(cl acqui~ition of land for the district; 

Cdl proper ~aintenance and operation of the school 

proqraas of the district. 

(2) However, when the trustees adopt a total general 

fund budget which exceeds 110~ of the general fund budget 

for the preceding yearr they ~hall file a notice of this 

increase with thP. superintendent of public Instruction. 

setting forth the specific reasons for increasing the 

bujqet. 

an 

(3) When the tru~tees of any district 

aduitional amount of financing is 

deter•i ne that 

general fund bud~et that is in excess 

required 

of the 

for the 

statutory 

~ctoedule amount, the trustees shall submit the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise such excess a.aunt of general 

fund findncinq to the electors who are qualified un1er 

20-20-301 to voto upon such proposition except that the-fw+n 

S~+dges--high--se~oo+-d+str+et-.ay-+ne~eese-+ts-genere+-fond 

bodget-es-estob~ished-by-i8-9-3l6-th~oa~h--i&-9-3it--&y--the 

emount--of--to+tioft--po+d--to-the-dfst~+et-the-~~eY+e~~-yee~ 

onde~-~8-5-3t5 og_el~~~QQ_~~ll be regulLea_tg_ permit the 
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tbc EUtiQi_BECEIYED_y~_l1lLf_l Qf PUBL{~ _ _L!H~~li--~ 

l~~!SL-l.UL SLHOOL -lllll..!lU!.S ~i:L.ll __ f.uwl __ O.I.iiJ!liU AS 

Ei!AALISHEQ IN 20-9-316 IHRQUGH 20-9-321 BX -ltif--A~UUU!__Of 

ltiESL_f~ai· Such spacial election sh311 be called and 

conducted in the aanner prescribed by this title for school 

elections. The ballot for such election shall state the 

amount of aoney to be raised by addition~l property 

taxationo the approxiaate nu•ber of mills required to raise 

such aooeyo and the purpos~ for •hich such •oney will be 

expendedo and it shall be in the following foraat: 

•PROPOS I TI ON 

Shall a levy be aade in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such nuaber of allls as ~ay be 

necessary to raise the su• of (state the aaount to be raised 

by additional tax levy)o and being ~pproxiaately Cqive 

17 nuaberJ aillso for the purpose of (insert the purpose for 

lB ~hich the additional tax levy is aade)? 

19 £:)FOR the additional levy. 

ZO []AGAINST the additional levy.• 

Zl ('t) If the election on any additional levy for the 

ZZ general fund is approved by a aajority vote of those 

Z3 electors voting at such election• the proposition shall 

24 carry ana the trustees •ay use any portion or all of the 

Z5 authorized aaount in adopting the prel iainary general fund 

-3- HR 296 
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budqet. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

a•ount authorized by such a special election on the hudget 

form that is submitted to the county superintendent• ~nd the 

county commissioners shall levy such number of mills an the 

taxable value of all taxable property within the district, 

as prescribed in Z0-9-141• as are required to raise the 

amount of such additional levy. 

15) Authorization to levy an additional tax under the 

provisions of this section shall be effective for only 

school fiscal year and shall be authorized by a special 

election conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year 

for ~hich it is effective. Only one such additional levy for 

the maintenance and operation of the school programs of a 

high school district aay be imposed by a high school 

district in a given school fiscal year•" 

-End-

-4- HP. 296 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 296 

INTRODUCED BY LUND 

A olLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PE~MIT SCHOOL 

TRUSTEES TO RECEIVE ANO USE FEDERAL 

SUPPLEMENT THE GENERAl FUND BUDGET WITHOUT 

AN9-5JAJE FUNDS TO 

A VOTE OF THE 

ElECTORS JF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIDNS 20-9-315 

AND 20-9-353, MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-315, MCA, is a.ended to read: 

"20-9-315. ~axi•um general fund budget and exception~. 

The total amount of the general fund budget of any district 

shdll not oe qreater than the general fund budget aMount 

specified in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321• except when a 

district hds adopted an e~ergency general fund budget under 

the provisoons of 20-9-165 or when a district he~-•oted-en 

edd+t~onel--feyy--uftder--the--pro•+s+on~--of ~a~i~fi~--~be 

ceQYicw.en~_nt 20-9-353.• 

Section z. Section 20-9-353, MCAt is amended to read: 

"20-9-353. Additoonal lev1 for qeneral fund 

election for authorization to i•pose. (1) The trustee~ of 

any district may propo~e to adopt a general fund budqet in 

excess uf the general fund budget a~ount for such district 

as established by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 20-Q-321 
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for any of the followinQ purposes: 

[a) building, altering, repairing. or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of the district; 

(b) furnishonq additional school facilities for the 

district; 

(c) acquisition of land for the district; 

[d) ~roper •alntenance and operation of the school 

progra~s of the di~trict. 

(2) However. when the trustees adopt a total ~eneral 

fund budget which exceeds 110~ of the general fund budget 

for the preceding year. they shall file a notice of this 

increase with tne superintendent of public instruction, 

setting forth the specific reasons for increasing the 

budget. 

(3) When the trustees of any district deter•ine that 

an additional amount of financing is required for the 

yeneral lund bu~yet that is in excess of the statutory 

schedule amount, the tru~tees shall sub••t the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise ~uch exce~s a.aunt of general 

fund fondncinq to the electors who are qualified under 

£0-20-3n1 to vote unon ~uch proposition except that t~e-~w+ft 

cr~d9es--~+~h--sehoo+-d+~tr+et-•ey-~ne~eese-~ts-~enere+-fund 

b~dqet-n~-esteb++~hed-by-l9-9-3l&-~hreuq~--?&-9-3li--by--t~e 

e•~~nt--~f--t~~t~e"--peid--te-t~e-d+st~+et-t~e-preY+o~s-yeer 

~nder-~B-~-3i~ og_~le~tlao~ball-~~-I~~~d-~--uetmit __ tb~ 
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!Hfif_~. Such special election shall be called and 

conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school 

elections. The ballot for such election shall state the 

a•ount of money to be raised by additional property 

taxation. the approxi~ate number of ~ills required to raise 

such •oneyo and the purpose for which such •oney will be 

expendedo and it shall be in the follo~inq for•at: 

•PROPOSITlO~ 

Shall a levy be .ade in dddition to the levies 

authorized by law in such nu•ber of mills as may be 

necessary to raise the sum of (state the a-aunt to be raised 

by additional tax levy], and being approxirately (give 

nu•b~r) •ills, for the purpose of {ins~rt the purpose for 

18 which the additional tax levy is made)? 

19 FOR the additional levy. 

20 AGAINST the additional levy.• 

21 {It) If the election on any additional levy for the 

ZZ general fund is dpproved by d ~dJOrity vote of those 

23 electors votinq at such election. the proposition shall 

Zit carry and the trustees may use any portion or all of the 

25 authorized a•cunt in adopting the preliminary general fund 
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buoqet. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

amount authorized by such a special election on the bud~et 

form that is sub•itted to the county superintendent, and the 

coun•y <omaissioners shall levy such number of mill> on the 

taxable value of all taxable property within the districto 

as prescribed in Z0-9-lltl. as are required to raise the 

Jmount of such additional levy. 

(5) Authorization to levy an additional tax un~er th~ 

provisions of this section shall be effective for only 

~chool fiscal year and shall be authorized by a ~pecial 

elaction conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year 

for which it is effective. Only one such additional levy for 

the maintenance and operation of the school programs of a 

hi~h school district may be imposed by a high school 

district in a given school fiscal year.• 

-End-

-4- HB 296 


