HOUSE BILL 275
IN THE HOUSE

January 19, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Taxation.
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& BILL NO. J’J

>

A 8ILL FOR AN ACY ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TN PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX

INTRODUCED BY

QELIEF IN THE CASE OF A RESIDENCE DESTROYED B8Y A  NATURAL
DISASTEP; PROVIDING THAT THE COUNTY TREASURER SHALL ADJUST
FHz TAX ON THE DESTROYED RESIDENCE ON TFHE BASIS OF THF
NUABER OF DAYS THE RESIDENCE EXISTED BEFORE ITS OESTRUCTYION;

AMENJOING SECTION 15-16-601s MCA."

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEYW SELTIONe Section le« Reduction of proparty tax for
rasidence destroyed by a3 natural disasters (1) The county
treasurer shalls upon written application by & taxpayer
staoting that his residence has been destroyed as the rasult
of a natural disasters adjust the tax due and pay~ble for
th:e <current year on the residence under 15-16-102 es
grovided in subsection {2} of this section.

{2} To determine the amount of tax due for a destruyed
resigences the county treasurer shall msultiply the amount of
tax levied and assessed on the residence for the year Ly the
ratio that the number of days in the year the residence
2xisted before destruction bears to 365.

{3) This section does not apply to delinguant taxes

ow2d on a destroyed residence for a year prinr to the year
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in which the property was destroyede

(4) For the purposes of this sections “naturel
disaster®™ includes but is not limited to firey floods
carthquakes or winde

HBE® SECTIOMe Section 2. Refund of tax paide (1) If
the residence is destroyed after the property taxes have
be:n paid for the current yearsy the taxpayer is entitlecd to
a rafund of the amount of tox paid in excess of the adjusted
amount required by [section 1l].

{2) A refund shall be wmade as provided for in
15-16-601.

Section 3. Section 15-16-601¢ MCAy is amended to read:

®15-16-601« TYaxes or penalties illegally collected to
be refundedas {1) Any taxesy per centume and costsy paid npore
than once or erroneously or illegally collected Qr _any
awount_ of tax poaid for which a taxpayer js entitled to 2
refupd under [ scction 2] end gr any part or portion of taxes
paid which were mistakenly computed on government bonus or

subsidy received by the taxpayer mays by order of the board

of county commissioncrse be refunded by the county
treasurcre  Hhoencvoer any payment shall have beon warde to the
state tredsurer as  provided in 15-1-%64 and it shall

afterwards appear to the satisfaction of the board of county
commissionurs that a pnrtion of the money so paid should be

refunded as herein provided, said board of county
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commissioners may refund such portion of said taxese
s2naltiess and costs so paid to  th: state  treasurers and
upon the rendering of the report roguired by 15-1-505 the
county clerk and recorder shall certify to the state
auditors in such form as the state suditor may prescribes
all amounts so refundeds and in the noxt scttlemeat of the
county treasurer with the stat:e the state auditor shall
Jive the county treasurer credit for the state®s portion of
the amounts so refundedes

{2) vhen any part of the taxess penaltiess or costs
hereinbefore referred to were levied in behalf of any school
district or municipal or other gublic corporation and
collected by the county treasuraers the same may be refunded
upon the order of the board of county commissionerse.

(3) No order for the refund of any taxess per centume
or costs under this section shall be made except upon a
claim therefore verifiad by the person who bhas paid such
taxs penaltye or costs or his guardian ors in case of his
deaths by his executor or administrators which claim must be
fited within 10 years after the date when the second half of
such taxes would have become delinquent if the same had not
been paide

(%) A1l refunds ordered to he paid by the board of
county commissioners shall be paid by the county treasurer

out of the general fund of the countys and the county

tc 0543,01

tressurer shall then make such transfers from other county
fundsy and  from states school districts and other public
corpuration funds in his possession 3as may be necess:ry to
rcinburse the county general fund for payments made
therafrom on account of such other fundse”

-End-
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