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HOUSE BILL 199 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Govern­
ment. 

Committee recommend bill, 
do not pass. 

Report adopted. Objection. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do not pass. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN •cT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

ELECTION OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS BE FROM SINGLE-MEMBER 

DlSTRIC.TS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-~12o 7-3-~17o 7-~-2102o AND 

7-4-2104o MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA~A: 

Section 1. Section 7-3-412• MCAo is a .. nded to read: 

•7-3-412. Selection of co .. isslon -ltbers. The 

commission shall be+ 

t~t--e+ee~ed-e~~~et 

trt elected by districts In ~hich candidate~ must 

reside and ~hich are apportioned by population~. 

t't--e+eeftd--llti:--tttf'ge--mtd- noai nei:ed by--e- -p+on-fl' 

nom+no~+&n-t~~-•oy-ftet--~~de--i:~-~o~~+&+~+ty--e~--~~~ 

.- ,. ... _tine eelldtdne.--H..-i:he 

aojOP+~--e+--~fte--,ee~--...--.he--ea .. les+on--F...--~~~• 

re~+d+~-+rt-1:he-d+!tfl"+H-er-i!l+~~1:~o~-oj-+t'y-e+ 

~~e-e+~e~ors-res+de~-or 

t4t--e+eeted-by-a~-eoeb+na1:+on-ef-d+str+~,.-+ft--wh+~ 

eend+1tetes----fl:---res+ft--ttt'ld-wtrieh--ere--eJ»~+OI'Ift--by 

popa+e~+ony-end-et-+ergew• 

Section 2. Section 7-3-417o MCAo is a~ended to read: 
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LC 0606/01 

•7-3-417. Size of co .. lssion and co.-unity councils. 

The size of the coaaissiono which shall be a nuaber not less 

than threeo shall be established when the for• is adopted by 

the voterso and: 

Cl) coaaunity councils of at least three •eebers .~~ 

.ax be elected within vach district to advise the 

co-lssioner fro• that district .. ~ reee+- geoern .. nts 

eond•eti~e~~wt-+er~ ehe1~ d+~triet eeeer~ln~ to 

pepr~ott--~ot"--the~t"J"t•e-81'-e+eet-tn~ ee-f'l+ty-e-ne l't •• 

or 

(2) co.-unity councils to advise co .. lssioners •ay be 

authorized by ordinance.• 

Section 3. Section 7-4-Z102o KC~. Is a.anded to read: 

•7-4-2102. Division of county into co .. issioner 

districts. (1) In every county of the stateo follONing each 

federal decennial census. the board of county co .. lssloners 

shall divide their respective counties into three 

co .. issloner districts, as coepact and equal In population 

and area as possible. Such apportioneent •ay take place at 

any tiae for the purpose of equalizing in population and 

area such co-.issioncr districts. However. no commissioner 

district shall at any tiae be changed to affect the tera of 

office of any county co .. lssloner who has been elected. No 

chanqe in the boundaries of any coMmissioner district shall 

be made within 6 months next preceding a general election. 

Ll (] \ :) r'c 
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(2) The district judge or judges of the county shall 

review the action of the co~lssioners to determine whether 

or not such action .eets the requirements of this s~'tion. 

t~t--see~iens l ~ ztez ~re~~h f-+-e*64-sfte+t-ft~-epp+y 
6 ~-.,euttt+-~+.,.--en eet:~--ot"-eH:fl'nenve-hr.-of' 

7 ~ev~rn~ft~-e~+~ed-by~• 

8 Section lt. Section 7-+-210/to MCAe is aaended to read: 

9 •7-lt-21~. co .. Jssioners to be elected by district. 

10 (1) At each general election, the aeaber or eeabcrs of the 

11 board of county co .. issioners to be elected shall be 

12 selected *re. b¥ the residents and electors of the district 

13 or districts in which the vacancy occurs.-b•~ ~he eleet:fen 

lit ef'-saeh-_..,. r ._....,_e-ef-t"-beet'd-she+t-tte-..tl1rit:~-H 

15 ~entire electorate ef ~he ee•ntt• 

16 (21 No one shall be elected as a ... ber of said board 

17 who has not resided In said district for at least 2 years 

18 next preceding the ti .. when he shall beco88 a candidate for 

19 said office.• 

20 Section 5. Transition. (1) co .. issioncrs holding 

Zl office on July le 1979o shall hold office for the coaplete 

22 tera for which they were elected or until a qualified 

23 successor is elected. 

Zit (2) co .. issioners elected in 1980 shall serve a ter• 

25 of It years. 

26 {l) co .. issioners elected in 1982 shall serve a tera 

-3-
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1 of 2 years. 

2 (It) Beginning in 1984 all coealssioners must be 

3 elected by district as provided in 7-3-412 or l-4-2104. The 

It three commissioners elected in 1984 shall draw lots for a 

s tera of 2 years, a ter• of 4 years, or a full term of 6 

6 years in order to insure staggered election of county 

1 coa~issioners. Thereafter co~issioners shall be elected to 

8 a tera of 6 years• 

9 Section 6. Effective date. Sections 1 throu<Jh 4 are 

10 effective January 1, 1984• 

-End-

-4-
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Local Government 

Objection Raised to 
Adverse Committee Report 

~l, BILL NO. J!J!i 
INTRODUCED 3Y ~~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

ELECTION OF C.OUNTY COMMISSIONERS BE FROM SINGLE-MEMBER 

OISTRIC.TS; AMENDING SECTIONS T-3-412• T-3-41To T-4-210Zo AND 

T-4-2104, MCAi AND PROVIDING AN EFFEC.TlVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-3-412, MCA• is aeended to read: 

•7-3-412. Selection of coeeisslon -llbers. The 

commission shall be+ 

t~t--e+ee~ed-e~~~~ 

trt elected by districts Jn which candidates .ust 

reside and which are apportioned by populatio~a 

t~t--e+eefld--~~-ge--eM--ftettHM+M--br--""P+~ 

m~ot+nl'tt+Oft-i:~-eey-_._ j!lreeJIII!Ie ~tte-~~ay-_,._~e 

~·j~~y--ef--~e--e•ec~ers -ftee+~ft~-e.nd+de~-+&r-tfte 

lllet-+~--ef--tfte--~----i:M--ee~er.--f--~-~ 

res+d+~-+ft-tft@-d+~~·~-er-d~~~·-~~e-eejor+~ref 

~~e-eleetor~-res+det-er 

t4t--e+ected-by-eny-eoeb+n~+et~-of-d+s~r+ets.-~-wn+eh 

eend+~es---eust---re~+de--snd--wh+eh--ere--sppor~+ened--hy 

pej!~u+et+en.-end-st-+~ew• 

Section 2. Section 7-3-417• MCA, is amended to read: 

LC D606/01 

l •7-3-417. Size of co .. ission and co.-unity councils. 

z The size of the co••issiont which shall be a nu•ber not less 

3 than three, shall be established when the for• Is adopted by 

4 the voters, and: 

~ {1) coeeunity councils of at least three •eabers she++ 

6 aax be elected within each district to advise the 

7 co .. issioner r..-o• that districtw.,;. ~~-gevern•en~s 

a 1t ler- shell 61-str+n-eeor~-" 

9 

10 or 

11 {2) co .. unity councils to advise co .. issloners •ay be 

1Z authorized by ordinance.• 

13 Section 3. Section 7-4-2102• HCA• Is aeended to read: 

1"' •7-"'-2102. Division of county into co .. issioner 

~~ districts. (1) In every county of the state, ~ollowlng each 

16 federal decennial census~ the board of county co .. issioners 

17 shall divide the I.- respective counties into three 

16 co-issioner districts. as co•pact and equal in population 

}q and a..-ea as possible. Such apportionment •ay take place at 

20 any tlae for the purpose of equalizing in population and 

21 a~~a su~h commission~r dist~icts. How~ver, no com.issio~~r 

22 district shall at any tl•e be chan~ed to affect the ter• of 

23 office of any county coma:lsslone..- who has been elec,.ed. No 

24 chdnge in the boundaries of any coMmissioner district shall 

2<; l>e .... a.1e within 6 111onths next preceding " gen.,ral el €'cti on. 

-2-
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1~1 The district judge or judges of the county shall 

review the action of the coamissloners to determine whether 

or not such action meets the require•ents of this section. 

t!i- Section• ~ ~ ~~8~ ~robqh ~ 4 ~~~~o++~opp+y 

6 ~-~--~+ttg- en eettcme+-----e~-t:fl'ttefl-ve-#o~.-ef' 

7 ~ern.ent eatherieed ~Y lew.• 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Section It• Section 7-~-ZlO't, MCAt is amended to read: 

•7-+-210... co .. lssionars to be elected by district. 

(lt At each general election, the .saber or .e•bers of the 

board of county co .. lssioners to be elected shall be 

12 selected~ kx the residents and electors of the district 

13 or districts in which the vacancy occurs.-bat the eleetlen 

l't o~aeh--e~er --~' ef the beet-d-she~,.-e..-satnri~i:ed-t:e 

15 the-entire eleetorete ef the eoanty. 

16 (2) No one shall be elected as a ... ber of said board 

17 who has not resided In said district for at least Z years 

lB next preceding the tiee when he shall becoee a candidate for 

19 said office.• 

20 Sect-1 on 5. Transition. (1) co-issioners holdin9 

21 office on 4uly lo 1979, 5hall hold offic~ for ~he co•plete 

22 ter• for which they were elected or until a qualified 

23 successor is elected. 

2't (2} co .. issioners elected in 1980 shall serve a tere 

~5 of 4 years. 

26 (3} Co..issioners elected in 1982 shall serve a terM 

-3-
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of 2 years. 

(Itt Beginning in l98't all co .. issiooers must be 

elected by district as provided in 7-3-412 or 7-4-2104. Tn~ 

three co .. issioners elected in 1984 shall draw lots for a 

ter• of 2 years, a ter• of It years. or a full term of 6 

6 years in order to insure staggered election of county 

1 co .. issloners. Thereafter co .. issioners shall be elected to 

8 a tere of 6 years. 

9 

10 

Section 6. Effective date. Sections 1 through 4 are 

effective January 1t 198't. 

-End-

-It-


