
January 15, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

March 1, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 24, 1979 

March 27, 1979 

March 28, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 174 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rules. 

Committee recommend bill, 
as amended. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Adminis­
tration. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Second reading, concurred. 

Second reading, not concurred, 
as amended. 

On motion, rules suspended. 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading this day. 

Third reading, as amended, 
not concurred. 

Returned from Senate, 
not concurred. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SU~MIT TQ THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Vo 

SECTION b, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PRUYIOE THAT THf 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIO~S AND TO PROVIDE 

LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN 

EVEN-NUKBEREO YEARS; AND PROVIOlN~ A~ EFFECTIVE OAT~.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~CNTANA: 

Section l• Article Vt section 6, of the ~ontana 

constitution is a•ended to read: 

•section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall .eet--e&e~ 

15 odd-~aab~~--yeer--~~--~~~--~~~~ef-~-·&Pe~h&n-9& 

16 +e~~~+~~•e-dey~ be a 'ootjnuoys bodw for z-wear perjo~s 

17 ~onjog when the oewlx elgcted •e•bers take gffice. lbe 

18 Jeg!ilature shall •eet pace 4 xear !o a re~ulaL_ sgssjon gf 

19 nat_ apre than 60 leglslatjye daxs jn odd-~~ years ana 
20 of not agre than 40 Jegi~4tiwe davs jn eyen-numbgred yedf§• 

21 ~gular session jn cveo-nuabergd years shall be li•lted 

Zl tQ Jegjsl4tion relating to the bydget and fjnancjog and all 

~3 ~bee legjslatjgo whiCQ ba$ been apprpyed_-LQL _ _in1L~QD 

l4 bX a two-thirds vote gf the pgmber• pf eitheL-~ Any 

zs legislature •ay increase tbP. li~it on the length of ~ny 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

LC 0154/01 

subsequent session. The legislature way be convened in 

special sessions by the governor or at the written requ~st 

of a majority of the members•" 

Section 2. Effective date. If approved by the 

elector3teo this a•end•ent shall be effective January lo 

1980. 

Section 3. SubMission to electorate. This amendment 

shall be submitted to the electors of the state of ~ontana 

at th~ general election to be held November 6o 1979, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

fo 11 owing: 

[] fOR annual sessions• 

[] AGAINST annual sessions. 

-End-

-z- dj:_;, /7£/ n . ..,.~ 
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I l l 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
Request No. 441-79 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

ln compliance with a written request received March 1, 1979 , there is hereby 
submitted a Fiscal Note for House Bill 174 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 
1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. Background information used in developing 
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Hill 174 would submit a constitutional referendum to establish a 60 day legislative 
session for budget and financing bills and a 60 day session for general bills. The 

~ two sessions would constitute one complete Legislature. The first sessions under 
the provision would be in 1981 and 1982. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. 90 day costs for 1981 were assumed to be the same as 1979 anticipated costs. 

2. 60 day estimates were based on current rates of pay. 

3. Very few substantive bills (non-budget) would be approved for introduction in 
1981. 

4. Only one pre-session caucus would be held, that in 1980. 

5. Only one set of journals and session laws would be published, in 1982. 

6. Roth sessions would run the full 60 days authorized. 

7. Legislators would be authorized two round trips home each session. 

8. The Legislature would continue to meet 6 days a week. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The cost of submitting the proposed amendment to the electors in November, 1980, is 
minimal. If the amendment is adopted, there will be the following fiscal impact. 

Personal services 
Operaling expenses 
Equipment 

Total 

FY 81 FY 82 
--···------·----·-----·----

Net Additional Cost 
of one complete 

Legislature 

$2,312,611 
892,510 

10,000 
$3,2~_5,121 

$1,452,243 
456' 722 

___ ~--~_goo 
~.L2__13 , 965 

Decrease Proposed law 

$(860,368) $1,559,527 $699,159 
(435,788) 682,080 246,292 

(5,000) 5,000 0 
fu , 30 I, !56) . $3246:101 $945,451 

----::fl,~ ~- :=, ~ (. . , ' 
BUDGET DIRECTOR ~ ~ 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date : ) 1 P ( l f , 

·--~-----~-------·---------------------



~6th Legislature Hll 11174/0Z 

2 

4 

5 

6 

1 

~ 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Approved by Comm. 
on Rules 

HOUSE BILL NO. 174 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ·~N ACT TO SUBMIT TO THe 

~UALIFIED ELECTORS OF ~ONTANA AN AHENOHENT TO ARTICLE Yo 

SeCTION 6t OF THE ~DNTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVInE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURt SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS ANO TO PROVIDE 

liMITATION~ ON THE BUSINESS THAT MAY 8E CONDUCTED 1"1 

cVi~-NU~BERFD YEARS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT HIACTEO BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6o of the Hontan~ 

constitution is a~ended to read: 

·~~ction 6. Sessions. The legislature shall ... ~--eae~ 

1~ odd-ndmbe~ed--yea~--+~--~e~dle~--sess+eft-ef-fte~-ae~e-t~eft-qe 

1~ teg~s+et~ve-dey~ ~~~~o1io~ys bpdy fQL _ _2-year g~~ig~ 

11 oeviaoin~--~Ueo _ _to~--oewl~~ected •e•h~-~e office. !be 

l R ll:Oiili.ai.u.~iL.ihi1lL~~~JL :r:ea r in LU~LlLJ.UllQ.Q__gf 

l 9 021.-_IIW~~---tOJJIL._fU! _ _l!UZl.~llll.IUL_ILl~:.--iD !Uill=mlm.l1!:~ 

<'l ~'l~~=l:!Utl!iU.f.ll .te.U..Lilll~~WlL.II~ULi.h.m ~ ~ l~~HJU:. 

£ 1 ~;r:s. ___ io e~=llllml:u~.eASI ~l:l=tiiU!illf.!f.ll :u:.u.u __ lbe._...r:.~u.l.u 

i2 !l.~.;.~lSIIL.l.o ~naii!Dcud O~IJPlllEBfo :tUU-UA!LllL!i.ai.t.llil 

2 3 ~-ll!gis.l.2ti.QO_ul.a!.l.O~i.PJilc~.t.-MJ:Lti~o~LoSO-.ao~ll 

24 .Ql.lli:L_l~i,;,l.ati~---lfbis;ILllas llgen apgro:a>LfoLiDtHI.!.l~Hoo 

.: ~ t;u_iLt.llt2=.t.nlL.d.L:tSU.5L.il:f_:t.!J.e._em~.t.L-.QL-ll~L-lloY~.o. Any 

HB 017'</0Z 

le~islature •ay increase the li•it on the length of any 

l subsequent session. The legislature •ay be convened in 

3 spacial sessions by the governor or at the written request 

.. of a majority of the .a•bers.• 

s Section z. Effective date. 1f approved hy the 

6 eltctorate. this aaendaent shall be effective January lo 

1 t~"e llll· 

8 Section 3. Sub•ission to electorate. This a.end•ent 

9 shall be sub•itted to the electors of the state of Montana 

10 at the general election to be held Nove•ber 6y-t~~9 ~0• 

11 by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

12 followiny: 

13 FOR annual sessions. 

14 AGAINST annual sessions. 

-End-

-l-
SECOND 

•• '3 l1't 

READING 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 174 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT 

ENTITLED: •AN ACT To SUBIIItT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN ~MENONENT TO ARTIClE Yo 

SECTION bo OF TK; MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVJOE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURt SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS AND TO PROVIDE 

LIMITATION~ ON THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED lN 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE JT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAt 

Section 1. Article Yo section 6o of the Montana 

constitution is a.ended to read: 

"S~ction 6. Sessions. The legislature shall ~--~ee~ 

1~ odd-~u•be~ed--ye.r--+ft--~ter--...-~ef-~--.re-theft-9& 

16 ~~gfs~e~+we-dey~ be a coptjpupys bgdr fQ[ 2-rea[ ~~ 

17 Qi:~llDiUU--11t~ll-.-10it-wt~SUJULII!,':Wbeu_t,akJ:_Ill.f.ll.Jl• !he 

18 l..e~liQt.w:L.\h.ULJ~tiU._opce a xear jo a rg~U~L~iJ.ga__Qf 

19 ogt.__~WcL-~iiD--611-~htlve ~r.__in a.dCI-na•tter~ 

20 ~ll.f.t:l=tll.IHllUf.U t.Bolll-~~om._IIQLL.J;bMI ~ fU1 lllglll.llilt.l! 

21 >l.i!u _ _in ~GilOAUd ~l::IUHBEBEQ U.U.U-lbi:.._.J:~ul.u 

22 sgssjon jo excn-ne-b«rad ODQ=MUMBEBED ~~~lait~ 

23 t.Q-llgU.l.4llgc_t.JUrat.ing_:tLJ;be budget and fi DilDC I ng an4-..4ll 

24 gtheL__llgj..iLlUQO_..JII~b .. Jlii.Lbeeo apprgvcd !QL..i.o:UQ!htr.Uan 

25 Q¥_a_t.d=.tb..i.u1~e of the IIJ:II~-OL~L_bQUHs Any 
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legisl.ture way on,rease the li•it on the length of any 

sub$equent session. The legislature •ay be convened in 

special sessions by the governor or at the written request 

of a aajority of the .. ebers.• 

Section z. Effc,tive d3te. 

electorate, thi$ a.andaent shall 

t9o& lial· 

If approved by the 

be effective January lo 

Section 3. Sub•ission to electorate. This aeend•ent 

s~a11 be sub8ftted to the electors of the s~ete of ~ana 

at the general election to be held Nova-bee 6y-~9~9 !• 1280, 

by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

FOR annual sessions. 

A~AINST annual sessions. 

-End-

-l-

T H I R D 
H'l 174 

R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE SILL NO. 174 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMlT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE v, 

SECTIO~ 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS AND TO PROVIDE 

LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS THAT HAY BE CONDUCTED IN 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v. section 6, of the Montana 

constitution is amended to read: 

"Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall ee~--eseh 

edd-"HMbered--yesr--?"--re~~sr--~e~~feft-ef-fte~-mere-~he"-99 

~eg+~~e~fve-dey~ ~_a_,ontjnuou~~__tac_~~c_~cioa~ 

blil~.innio>!_....lt~n _ _1;bfL-llilllll¥.-ll~•1lmhe.J:~e_gftU;e • lhe 

le~i~ature_~all_me~~!L~~~n a regula~-s~~Qo __ af 

ll!lL_mDL.e-_tJhln !zil Z2 ilgllla.t.l~te_.JiUL_.in s:uili=rua~lltttcd 

f~f~.::HUMAEB.EU xeacs and of not •are _1;ban iii !zll n 
l.e~U<ltll~XL_in cnn-nub.Ucd ~uti&!i.Eil xe~ua.Jile 

u~l.AL~s.s.inn_in ~aumua aaa=NtfHaH.Ea ¥-C~:s.=sboll.::bs: 

23 liai~li=~a=l~2±~toa~~ot+n#=t~bc.::b~~e~=aad.::.::fin~ng 

24 And.::~il==a~~==lcA%21At±aG==•bicb==hA~==bccn.::.::o~Dt~s:d=f~r 

25 intcas:lucttaa=~~=~•~tbitd~=xate=ot=~~me~~ecs.::.::~f~~eith~ 
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~Was~ U~!!IWUlfi!.fiL._tlABS SHALL BLll!UI.fiLIO LE!iiSI.AllQH 

&efBOVEQ FQR INIRQ~IIQH BY A _l¥D=1Hl&Qi_ ~QIE Of TH~ 

!if.f:lllll_ Of E III:lf.i._ HOUSE -ll!L.-llUliL.AllmL~lfli.AI.l..Y 

li.EWf.iifiLdL.ll:if.JiO.fi.&tiCL.-llllSUllQILliiliUJDUtf.ILQ!J RING THE 

IS=DAY SESSIQ~Wtllttl IS fl~ALLY-&~IED OR poSIPQNEil AS 

ilf._A!LI~NI HAY tillLJlf_(.!RBllQ_Q'i.fB_1.1LltlLli=llU-.SUll!l~ 

UtH .. U.Lll:iULlL.A._!SAJOBUX YOU BX BQIH t:IQllifi TO PO SO.. Any 

legislature May increase the li•it on the length of any 

subsequent session. The legislature •ay be convened in 

special sessions by the governor or at the vritten request 

of a •ajority of the •embers.• 

Section z. Effective date. If approved by the 

electorate. this amend•ent shall be effective January l• 

l989 l.i.IU· 

Section ). Submission to electorate. This a.end•ent 

sh~ll be submitted to the electors of the state of Montana 

at the general election to be held Nove~bcr 6y-~9J9 ~~-12~~· 

by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

[]FOR annual sessions. 

[] AGAINST annual sessions. 

-End-

-2- HB 174 

R E F E R E N C E B l L L 



March 22, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(State Administration) 

That House Bill No. 174, third reading bill, be amended as follows: 

1. Page l, line 19 
Following: "than" 
Strike: "60" 
Insert: "25" 

2. Page l, line 20 
Following: "than" 
Strike: "60" 
Insert: "7 5" 

3. Page l, lines 22 through 25 
Following: "even-nttmberoee" 
Strike: the remainder of line 22 through "house" on line 25 
Insert: "even-numbered years shall be limited to legislation 

approved for introduction by a two-thirds vote of the mem­
bers of either house or legislation specifically requested 
by the governor. Legislation introduced during the 75-day 
session and which is finall~ rejected or postponed as of 
adjournment may not be carr~ed over to the 25-day session 
unless there is a majority vote by both houses to do so" 


