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A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHORIZING OPEN 

BLANKET PRIMARIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-I0-40lo 13-17-!0bo 

ANU l3-l8-103o ~CA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS l3-10-Z09o 

13-lQ-301. 13-!G-311 THROUGH 13-10-314• 13-10-317o AND 

13-1Q-316t MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

NEW SECTIQN. Section le Open blanket priaary 

authorized. (1) At a prlaary elec~lono a properly regis~ered 

voter aay vote for a candidate for each office without 

regard to the candidate's political affiliation. 

(Z) At ~he prlaary, there shall be a ballot in a fore 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

NEW SECTION. Section z. Conduct of prlaary election. 

11) Unless otherwise specifically provided. all provisions 

regarding the conduct of a general election shall govern the 

conduct of a priaary election, including. but not liaited 

to: 

(a) provisions concerning voter qualification; 

(b] provisions r~ardinq the duties, powers. riahts, 

and obliya~ion~ of the sec~eta~y of state and uther election 

officials; 
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(c) provision fo~ notification of the election; 

(d) provisions regardina pay~ent of ~lection expensPs; 

(e) p~ovisions for the counting, canvassinq. and 

certification of returns; and 

( f l provisions for the determination of tie votes anc 

of recount contests and appeal. 

Section 3. Section 13-10-40Z, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-lQ-402. Ballot. The reyular ballots provided for 

in ~3-T&-~99 {sectjon _lilij shall be used for th~ 

presidential preference pri•ary election. The presidential 

section of the ballot shall be placed before any othe~ 

section. national9 state, or local." 

Section 4. Section 13-17-!06, ~CAt is amended to ~ead: 

•13-17-ZO&. Arrangement of ballot~ (1] yn--p~~~~y 

e~~t•~-e-~pe~te-r&W-e~ee+~en~h~ee-~~~ned-~e-eaeh 

pel+t+ee+-pe~-&nd-at-+~~efte-~&W-~~++-~~erete-tne-rew~ 

~~~ned-te-the-twe-mejer-pe~+t~ee+-p~t+e~•-fh+~-rew--~he~+ 

et!--~-~r-the-nCl't'pert+ ~jtl1f+efe+-bt!l+tetw---fhe-p+e ee111ent 

e~he-ftftnpert~~an-jttd+e+e+-ee++et-~he++-ee--~aeh--tnet-~he 

ee++~~eh-pe+~t+ee~erty-eppeer~+n-en-unereken-rew-er 

ee+a11ftW 

f~t The c~ndidates for p~esident and vice president 

shall appear on the ~achine ballot. Presidential electors 

shall not appea~ on the ~achine. 

t3t~ In primary and general elections the b'llot 
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shall be arranged and the na~es of the candidates rotated to 

conform as nearly as possible to the require~nts for paper 

ballots. 

t~--Eendidete~-of--the--two--.ejor--p~t~s--s~-e. 

rototed--betweeft--the--f+r~-two-hor+~~of-r~-er-~a+ 

eo+u.rt~y-~l!tftd+det<n-~--.tnor-~+es--end--+ndependent 

eftnd+dete~-~hef+--be--roteted--b~~n--~ee~~g--r~-~ 

ee+tte~ 

t5t~ The party designation of each candidate shall 

appear below his na8e in type as large as machine design 

will allow. 

t6t~ The judicial ballot shall appear ~--t~fT~ 

two--~orTr~---v~ee+-row~-or-eo+o.ns as prescribed by 

14 13-12-207.• 

15 Section 5. Section 13-18-103• HCA• is aeended to read: 

16 •t3-1B-103o Use of electronic voting syste•s· t~t 

17 Electronic voting systees way be used in elections. after 

18 approval as provided by law, provided that: 

19 tet~ such syste•s enable the voter to cast a vote in 

ZO secrecy for all offices and all measures on which he is 

21 entitled to vote; and 

ZZ tb-t.LZJ. the auto•atic tabulating equip•ent may be set 

Z3 to reject all votes for any office or •easure when the 

24 nuwber of votes therefor exceeds the nuaber which the voter 

25 is entitled to cast or when the voter is not by law entitled 
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to cast a vote for the office or weasure. 

t~--f+oet~ie wetin~~~-eey-be-o~~-ot--~r~er? 

e+oetiftft~-p_,.d~ 

tet--t~-voter-eftft ~•eret+y-se+oet-~e-p~ty-for-wA+eh 

h~ ·· w+~+oe~ -to-votet 

tbt-~he eotewetle te~olet+ft~ eqoipeent-w++l eeont &n+y 

Yote~-for-t~cendidet..-ef-one-p&?tyt-end 

t~--the-eoteeet•c te~1etl"~ e~olp•e"t-w+++-reje~-s++ 

yote~-fe~-8n--~~+ee--When-~e--ftfteb~--of--~,--the~~or 

e1te-d---ttte- naeeer •hi eh t:he 'II'OtiH"-+s-eftt+t+ed-to-e<t!rl:-e-nd 

w+H-~~-fri+-~~--~·r-e-t-~or-eltftd+det~-of-..,re 

tA8n---~· 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 172 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTROO~CEO oY KEYSER, BERTELSE~t NATHEo FtOAt VJNGERt 

HEMSTAOo UHOEt TROPILA 

A biLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHDRlliNG OPEN 

BLANKET PRI~ARIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-10-~0Zt 13-17-206t 

ANO 13-18-103, ~CA; ANO REPEALING SECTIONS 13-10-209, 

13-10-30lt 13-10-311 THROUGH 13-10-314o 13-10-317, AND 

l3-l0-3l6t HCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

tif.lLllt.llllli.a Sect i on 1. Open blanket priaary 

authorized. (1) At a pri•ary election, a properly registered 

voter may vote for a candidate for each office without 

regard to the candidate's political affiliation. 

121 At the primary, there shall be a ballot in a form 

prescribed by the ~ecretary of state. 

ti~_itt.IlUH• Section 2. Conduct of priaary election. 

(1) unless otherwise specifically provided, all provisions 

re~~rding the conduct of a general election shall govern the 

conduct of a primary election, including, but not l laited 

tO! 

(a) provisions concerning voter qualification; 

(b) provisions regarding the duties, powers, rights. 

and obligations of the secretary of state and other election 
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officials; 

(c) provision for notification of the election; 

{d) ~rovisions regarding payaent of election expenses; 

(e) provisions for the counting, canvassing, and 

certification of returns; and 

(f) provisions for the deteraination of tie votes and 

of recount contest~ and appeal. 

Section 3. Section 13-10-402, MtAo is aaended to read: 

•tJ-10-402. Ballot. The regular ballots provided for 

in t!-t6-i89 L~ktian__lLllJ shall be used for the 

presidential preference primary election. The presidential 

section of the ballot shall be placed before any other 

section, national, state, or local.• 

Section "oo Section 13-17-206, NtAt is aaended to read: 

•13-17-206. Arranqeaent of ballot. (1) +ft--pr+•ary 

e~eet+ofts-e-seperate-row-ar-ea•~-•ha++-be-ess+9fte4-~o-eaeh 

pa++t+ee+-perty-aftd-et-•eas~-~e-row-sha+•-•eparete-~he-rows 

ees+gfted-to-the-twa-aolor-pa++t+ee+-per~+esw-~h+e-ro.--eha++ 

be--~sed--for-the-noftpert+saft-Jad+c+e+-be++otw-~he-p+aceaeftt 

af-the-ftaftpar~+san-jad+e+a~-be++at-sha+•-be--saeh--the~--~he 

&a44at-of-eeeh-pa++tTee+-perty-ep~ars-+n-en-anbra•en-row-&r 

eoh•-· 

tit The candidates for president and vice president 

shall appear on the machine ballot. Presidential electors 

shall not appear on the machine • 
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~Joi.l. La, !Mi•uv aut ~.-ot,l el~~Ct~ons t.h_. ba.lloJ; 

shall be arranged and the na~es of the candidates rotated to 

conform as nearly as possible to the require.ents for paper 

ballots. 

t4t--Eand~do~es-ef--~~--~wo--~eje~--pe•~~es--shell--~e 

~e~o~ed--be~ween--the--f~~,~-~.e-~~•ren~a+-•e•s-e~-ye~t+eel 

ee+~.ns.-and-eand+detes-ef--•+ner--pertfes--aftd--+ndependen~ 

eend+dotes--s~e++--~e--•~eted--b~ween--saeeeed~~-r~-~ 

ee+a-•• 

t~tLli Tne party designation of each candidate shall 

appear below his na.e in type as large as aachine design 

vi 11 allov. 

t6tL!l The judicial ballot shall appear +n--the--f+•st 

twe--~o~fronte+-er-~e~t+ee+-rews-er-ee+a.ns as prescribed by 

13-12-207.• 

Section 5. Section ll-18-103o MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•tl-18-103. Use of electronic voting syste•s• ftt 

18 Electronic voting systees may be used in elections• after 

19 approval as provided by lawo provided that: 

20 tetill such systems enable the voter to cast a vote in 

21 secrecy tor all offices and all measures on vhich he is 

22 entitled to vote; and 

23 t~tLZl the automatic tabulating equipeent eay be set 

'4 to reject dll votes tor any office or measure when the 

25 nueber of votes therefor exceeds the number which the voter 
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is entitled t.o cast o.- lolben the y_oter is not b,y la111 anti t 1 ed 

to cast a vote for the office or ~asure. 

ttt--e+ee~•Oft•e-~o~fng-systees-•ey-be-ased--et--p~+me~y 

e+eet+Ofts-p~ov+ded+ 

tet--the--~•~•~-eon-•eePe~+y-se+eet-~~e-~or~y-fe~-•h+e~ 

ne-w+shes-~o-~_. 

tbt--~he-ea~eaet+e-~eb~••t+n~eq~+p•ent-wf++-ee~nt-on+y 

wo~es-fer-~he-eend+ft&tes-of-one-pa•tyt-end 

tet--~he-oo~o .. t+e-teba~et+n9~0+peent-w+++-rejeet-e++ 

votes-fo~-•n--e~f+ee--•hen--the--nu~e~--ef--ye~es--there~or 

e•eeeds--tne--noabe~-•h+eh-the-yeteP-+s-ent+~+ed-to-eest-ene 

w+++-•ejee~-e++-Yo-..-o~-e-vo~e•-eest-fo~-eond+detes-ef-mo~e 

theft-ene-~Ptyw• 

UGI IDN 6. U.P£6LE8e~!; . .ll!HiL-ll=UI::Z.!l:i.t.-.U=-l.!l~ 

.U=l!l=lU--IHR.QU!iH U-10-3 l.lu 13-10-ll~-AWl-..ll=l..!l::.llJU._tiC.,U 

ABLBEf..EAI.J;tl.a 

-End-
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