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BILL No. /7o
st NATH~

INTYRODUCED BY

Yl ) ool W T o

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT AUTHORIZING OPEN
BLANKET PRIMARIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-10-402s 13-17-206,
AND 13-18-103+ MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 13-10-209,
13-10-301, 13-10-311 THROUGH 13~10-314+¢ 13-10-317+ AND

13-10-318y MCA.™

BE TIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEE SECTIONG Section le Open blanket primary
authorizede (1) At a primary elections a properly registered
voter may wote for a candidate for sach office without
regard to the candidate®s political affiliation.

{2} At the primarys there shalii be a ballot in 2 fore
prescribed by the secretary of state.

NEW SECTIONs Section 2. Conduct of primary elections
(1} Unless otherwise specifically provideds 911 provisions
reqgarding the conduct of a general election shall govern the
conduct of a primary elections includings but not limited
to:

(a} provisions concerning voter qualification]

{b) provisions regarding the dutiesy powerss riaghtse
and obligations of the secretary of state and other election

officials;
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tc} provision for notification of the election;

{d} provisions regarding payment cf election expenses;

{e) provisions for the countinge canwvassings and
certification of returns; and

{f) provisions for the determination of tie wotes anc
of recount contests and appeals

Section 3. Section 13-10-402s MCAs is amended to read:

"13-10-402. Ballot. The regyular balliots provided for
in #¥3-+6-269 [sectign _1i23} shall be used for th=
presidential preference primary etections The presidential
section of the ballot shall be placed before any other
sectiony nationale states or locala®

Section 4« Section 13-17-206y HMCAr is amended to read:

"13-17-206. Arrangement of ballot. (1) 3In--prisnry
elections-s-separate—row-or-coltvm-shali-be-assigned-to-each
potitical-poerty-ond-at-teose—one-row-shoti-separeate—the-rows
ssgigned-to-the-two—major-poki+ticat-particsv—Fhis—row—-shnid
be--geed--for—the—nonpartisen—judiciet-bottotyr—Fhe—placement
of—tche-—nonportrssn-judicial—bottot-sheli—be-—speh——that——the
setiot~of-ench-potiticat-narty-appenrs-in-en—unbroken-row—or
ecolumny

t2¥ The candidates for president and vice president
shalil appear on the machine ballots Presidential electors
shall not appear on the machines.

+33412)} In primacry and general elections the baliot

-2- f‘f f) /r f"'
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shall be arranged and the names of the candidates rotated to
conform as nearly as possible to the requirements for paper
ballotse

+4)--Condidates-of-—the—-two—-mojor-—porties—shelti-—be
rototed——between——the——first—two—horizontel-rows-or-verticed
columnsy—end-candidetes-of-—miner-—perties -and-—independent
enndidetes-—shati--be- ~roteted--—between—~speceeding —rows—or
cotumnsey

45413} The party designation of each candidate shall
appear below his name in type as large as machine design
will allowe

t63{4) The judicial ballot shall appear tn—the—Ffirst
two——horirontel-or-verticet-rows-or-cotumns as prescribed by
13-12-207."

Section 5. Section 13-18-103+ MCAs is amended to read:

®13-18-103. Use of electronic voting systems. +t1}
Electronic woting systems may be used in electionss after
approval as provided by laws provided that:

to¥{l} such systems enable the voter to cast a vote in
secrecy for all® offices and all measures on which he is
entitled to vote; and

t01{Z]1 the automatic tabulating equipment may bLe set
toc reject all votes for any office or waeasure when the
number of votes therefor exceads the number which the voter

is entitled to cast or when the voter is not by law entitled

-3~
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to cast 3 vote for the office or measures

{+23-—£}ectronic—voting—systenms-mey-be-psed- —at--primary
elections-provideds

to}-—the-—voter-can-secretiy-seteet—the-party-for-which
he-wishea-to—votes

t51--the—egtosstic—tabuieting—equipment —wiit-count—onty
votes-far—thecondidates—of-one—partys-end

fey--the-sutenntic-tebulet ing-equipment-witi-reject-adt
votes-for-an-—office-—when —the-—nusber—-of--votes-—therefor
exceeds-~the-—nuwber—which—the-voter-is—entitied—to-east-ond
witl-reject-ait-votes-of-e-voter—eest—for—ecandidates-of-sore
than~one-partys”

~-End-
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Approved by Committee
on Judiciary

HOUSE BILL NOe. 172
INTRODUCED 3Y KEYSERe BERTELSENs NATHEs FEDAs VINGER,

HEMSTADs UHDEs TROPILA

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT AUTHORIZING OFEN
BLANKET PRIMARIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-10-402y 13-17-206
AND 13-18-103y MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 13-10-209,
13-10-301y 13-10-311 THROUGH 13-10-314s 13-10-317, AND

13-10-318+ MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW_SECIIONe Section le. Open blanket primary
authorizede (1) At @ primary elections a properly registered
voter may vote for a candidate for each office without
regard to tha candidate's political affitiation.

{2} At the primaryes there shall be a ballot in a form
prescribed by the secretary of states

NEW_SECTIONe Section 2. Conduct of primary elections
(1) unless otherwise specifically providedes all provisions
regarding the conduct of a general election shall govern the
conduct of a primary electiony includings but not limited
to:

{a) provisions concerning voter qualification;

{b) provisions regarding the dutiesy powerssy rightse

and obligations of the secretary of state and other election
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officials;

{c} provision for notification of the election;

{d) provisions regarding payment of election expenses;

{e) provisions for the countings canvassings and
certification of returns; and

{f) provisions for the determination of tie votes and
of recount contests and appeals

Section 3. Section 13-10-402+ MCAy is amended to read:

®13-10-402. Ballote The regular ballots provided for
in  13-16-209 [séction _1l{2})]) shall be used for the
presidential preference primary @lection. The presidential
section of the ballot shall be placed before any other
sectiones nationals states or local.”

Section 4« Section 13-17-206y MCAes is amended to read:

®13-17-206. Arrangement of ballote (1) #n--primary
eteetions-a-separate-row-ar-column-shati-be-assigned-to-each
politicat-party-and-ot-teost-one-row-sheii-separate-the-rows
assignad-te-the-two-major-potiticai-partiesv-Fhis-row--shaid
be--used--for-the-nonpartisen-judiciat-battote-Fhe-placesent
of-the-nonpertisan-judierat-batiot-shait-be--sueh--that--the
pattot-of-each-potrtreat-party-appesrs-in-an-onbroken-row-or
cotumns

¢2¥ The <candidates for president and vice president
shall appear on the machine ballote. Presidential electors

shall not appear on the machines

-2- HB 172
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2l 1o guimasx._ aRgd gaensral elections the ballat
shall be arranged and the names of the candidates rotated to
conform a4s nearly as possible to the requirements for paper
ballotse

téy--€ondidaotes-of--the--two--majer--parties--sheti--be
roteted--betwesn--the--first-two-horirontet-rows—or-verticet
coltumnav-and-candidetes-of- -atnor—-parties- -and--independent
candidotes-—-shalti--be--rotated-—between--succeeding—rows-or
cotumnse

+5%43) The party designation of each candidate shall
appear below his name in type as large as machine design
will allow.

t6¥{4) The judicial ballot shall appear im—-the--first
two-~horizentat-or-verticot-rows-or-cotumns as prescribed by
13-12-207.%

Section 5. Section 13-18-103, MCAe is amended to read:

*13-18-103« Use of electronic wvoting systems. <ti}
Electronic voting systems may be used in electionss after
approval as provided by lawe provided that:

f84{l)l such systems enable the voter to cast a vote in
secrecy tor all offices and all measures on which he s
entitied to vote; and

tb+[2] the automatic tabulating equipment may be set
to reject ol vates for any office or measure when the

number of votes therefor exceeds the number which the voter

-3~ HB 172
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is entitled to cast or when the voter is not by law entitled
to cast a vote for the office or measure.

t2)--Eectronre-voting-systems-may-be-used--ot-—primary
elections-provideds

ta)--the--voter-can-seeretiy-setece—the-party-for-which
he-wishes-to-votet

th)--the~sutemstie~tobutat ing-equipment-witi-count-onty
votes-for-the-cendidotes-of-one-partyt-and

tey-—the-sutomatic-tabulnting—equipment-witt-reject-att
votes-for-en--offrce--uhen--the--number--of--votes--therefor
exceeds--the--nuaber-which-the-voter-is-entitied-to-cast-and
witt-reject-ati-votes-of-a-voter-cest-for-condidotes—of-more
than-ane-partys™

SECTION 6o REPEALER. SECTIONS 13-10-209. 13-10-301s
13-10-314_ _THRQUGH 13-10-31%e 13-10-317s AND 13-10-2310. MCAs
ARE_REPEALEDS

-&nd-
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