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HOUSE BILL 136 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services. 

Committee recommend bill, 
do pass. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill, 
not concurred. 

Returned from Senate, not 
concurred. 
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HHRODUCEO 

~biLL NO.~ 
BY~ 

BY REQUESf'OF THE ATTORNfY GENERAL 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •A~ ACT TO PROVIDE A PROCE~IRE 

FOR lNVESTIGA TION OF SUSPICIUU~ DEATHS IN SPECIFIC 

CIRCUMSTANtES> REQUIRING THAT A REPORT BE HADE TO THE STATE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER; CLARIFYING THE AU1HOR ITY OF TH~ STATE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER TO ORDER AN AUTOPSY OR OTH~R fXAMl~ATJO~; 

AND AMENDING SECTION 46-4-102o KCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA~A: 

Section 1. Section 4&-4-102o HCAo Is amend~d to read: 

•46-4-102. Investigation of suspicious deaths. (1J 

Whe~---eer-.--H-+n•or•ed th~~~-·--eeu~---, 

ett.~r-the..-net:ttret-eeto se 11 cr thet:-e~~-eeettrt""e<l-trftf!er 

eireu.steftees-wueh-es--~o--efferd e reese~~-~&U~-te 

~us~eet--thet-the-deeth-+~tfte-~-ef-er+a+net-ec~~t-cr 

when-no-phys+efeftr-cr--sur~-+re~ed--+n--the--ste~--e+ 

Mentene--w+++--s~n--e--~h-e~~.-~e-eor~er-sh~t 

-Ire-en tnweat~et:~en thereon B«fore a bod:r _is ccbalftd• 

~epatedt _QL_ dis$ecteda the coroner shall, ~- hjs own 

ini1idtjve or ypoo tbe regyest of the 4ttaroe:r ~ener~l gr 

the cqunty attorney. conduct, or haye conducted QO 

!nyest!gatlon whenever; 
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fa! the body is brought jato the state without ~ 

aedical certjficatjoo: or 

~ccurred or th> body js found in the 

cmtnty and tbg death appears t.o haye rq;curred; 

(jl b:r cri•inal ylgJencej 

Iii) b¥ accident; 

tjjjJ syddgol:r• when the deceased was 'n appaL~nt good 

heal tho 

~ by suj,ide: 

1li.L when the dec~JL:.tas unattended b)' a pract i c i Dll 

phfSjciani 

~~-LD ao:r prjsoo or penal i~~ 

.LlU..i..L.ltllil.a.. the de,-f•ased was i.ll-1ile custody pf <L.Lu; 

entorc. ... nt. agency; 

tyijil in dJl¥-Suspjcjgus o.r: unusual cjrcumstan<:es; 

l i x 1 by c r i lll.ioaL~ t.l.nn..i. 

LXL-ll:r~s.c :\.i 

.U.UJa.....J2il!ot<l£>: -~iluli.og a t~____t.o__i.he__pu.b]_li: 

health; pr 

iXlll...tl¥-.-~l.:;.tas.e. In~- or a tgx~DL_Uu>~ 

fro- e-oJo:reent. 

Ll.l Afte~s_jnjtjal examinatjon and investjgatjon 

the corgner sha}) immediate]¥ prepare a written report of 

bjs fio4ings and provide capjes tp tGe investigating Jaw 

eoforcewent agenc:r• tbe county attorney. and the state 

H f3 ) 3 (, 
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1 •edical exa•jpera 

2 t~Lll It shall be the duty of every person acquiring 

3 knowledge of such a death to report ~he-se.a-fo~t~ 11 to 

4 the coroner of the county in which tbe death apparently 

5 occurred. 

6 t~~ In cases where crlainal conduct is suspected. 

7 the coroner shall notify the state aedical exa•iner and one 

8 or .ore law enforceaent agencies having jurisdiction. The 

9 law enforceaent agencies so notified shall have the 

10 responsibility to investigate the case.• 

11 NEW SECIIQN. Section 2. Authority to order or 

1~ perfora autopsy. Whenawer a death occurs under any of the 

13 circuastances enuaerated In 40-4-lOZ(l)t the state aedlcal 

14 exaainer aay perfora or have perforaed an autopsy or any 

15 other laboratory exaainatlon he considers necessary or In 

16 the public interest. 

11 Section 3. Codification. Section Z of this act shall 

18 be codified in Title 44, chapter 3t part z. All references 

19 to such chapter 3 or part Z In the "CA include section z. 

-End-

-3-
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~ E,. BILL NO. ~ 
INTRODUCED BY 

BY OF THE ATTORNFY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE 

FOR INVESTIGATION OF SUSPICILJU~ DEATHS I~ SPECIFIC 

CIRCUMSTANCES; REQUI~ING THAT A REPORT BE HADE TO THE STATE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER; CLARIFYING THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER TO ORDER AN AUTOPSY OR OTHER EXAMINATION; 

AND AMENDING SECTION 46-4-102o HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA~A: 

Section 1. Section 46-4-102• MCAo Is aMended to rean: 

•46-4-102. Investigation of suspicious dedths. (1) 

W"ene~--e--ecroner--~-+nfor•ed ~et e &eeth-wes-eeu~-~ 

ot"er-then-noture~-eeu~s-or-t~-e-d~~-hes-eeeurre<t-~~~ 

ei-re tlllstenees-sueh-es--to--efferd--e--ree=ntrl!IT<!!- -<Jr""'" ,.._ -to 

suspeet--tnet-the-deeth-+s-tfte-resu+t-ef-er+•+ne+-eoneuet-or 

when-no-~hys+e+eft--or--sergeon- 11eensed -+n--the--stete--&f 

H~ene--w+++--s~n--e--deeth-eert++~y-the-eorc~r-s"~+ 

~eke-en-i-nyest~ot+on-t"erecfw Before a ~_i~~~~ 

~emated, pr dissected, the ~Droner shall. _gn_ bjs qwo 

ifiitiatjyc or uppo the reguest pf the attoroe~ ~~~~l _ _u( 

~county attproey. conduct or ~~~~~-~0 

investjgatjoo whenever: 
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lal the body js brought into the state wjthDut proper 

WQdjcaJ certjfjcatjon; or 

lbl the death bas pccyrred pr the bod¥ is fpund in the 

~ and the death appears to baye De<:urced: 

(II by cri•inal yiglence: 

till by accjdent: 

fijJJ suddenlr• when the deceased was jn aggargnt good 

health; 

liyl by sujcide: 

fyl when tbe deceased was unattended by a precticina 

physic jan; 

(vi) in any prison or penal iOitlt•ttiDn; 

(yii, when the deceased was in the custody of a Jaw 

enLQrce•ent agency; 

fyjji) in any SY$picipy$ pr uou:;ydl c.ircuastances: 

liXl by crj•jpal aborti 0 o; 

.LxL by Pai!ilUU 

«xi l by dUeiUJ:J;.nnliil.ut.ing a threat to the l'ubl ic 

health: or 

(xiil b¥ ~se. injury. or a tDxit agent resulLing 

teo• ewpl o~ 

CZJ After his initial examination and investigation 

the_ cproner sha11__lmmedjately prepare a written report of 

hlL f I ad i n 11 s_nruL~lLOlili£-'-.llllle.L.-t..Q~ i n vest i gat i n 11 1 aw 

enigrceceot _4gency. _Lh~~ attorogy. and tbg state 

J-l ; ..; / ·:7' I 
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1 Medical e•••lnere 

Z t~LJl It shall be the duty of every person acquiring 

3 knowledge of such a death to report ~he-~eae-~or~~ it to 

~ the coroner of the county In ~hich tbs death apparently 

5 occurred. 

6 t3t111 In cases ~here crielnal conduct is suspected• 

7 the coroner shall notify the state eedical exa•iner and one 

8 or eorc law enforceeent agencies having jurisdiction. The 

9 law enforceeent agencies so notified shall have the 

10 

11 

responsibility to investigate the case.• 

NEW SECIIQN. Section z. Authority to order or 

12 perfor• autopsy. Whenever a death occurs under any of the 

13 circu•stances enu.erated In ~6-4-IOZ(l)o the state eedical 

1~ exaelner eay perfor• or have perforeed an autopsy or any 

15 other laboratory exa•fnetlon he considers necessary or In 

16 the public Interest• 

17 Section 3. Codification. Section z of this act shall 

18 be codified in Title ~~. chapter 3o part z. All references 

19 to such chapter 3 or part Z In the ~CA include section z. 

-End-

-3-
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<::--~ £,. BILL NO. i.2JL 
INTRODUCED BY -c~~~~~~~--------------------------------

BY OF THE ATTORNFY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE 

FOR INVESTIGATION OF SUSPICIOU!> DEATHS IN SPECIFIC 

CIRCUMSTANCES; REQUIRING THAT A REPORT BE MADE TO THE STATE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER; ClARIFYING THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER TO ORDER AN AUTOPSY OR OTHER EXAMINATION; 

ANO AMENDING SECTION 46-4-102, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 46-4-102• MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•46-4-102. Investigation of suspicious deaths. (1) 

Whene,er e-eot"eft---H fnf111 ••d thet e deed~ ••• e•sed "'" 

e+~eu•s~enees-sueh-es--to--effe~----~~~~-~Peend ~e 

sus~ee~--thet-the-deetft-H-~esatt o#-~+-+ne+-eoftd~~-cr 

·~-no-l'f'tys+e+ett--ot'--!ltiPt~eon 11 eet~sed--+n--the- !ltete -of 

Mentene--w+++--s..,n--e--ftftft-e~+eeter-the-ecron--sl'lfl'tt 

meke-e~+~est~et+en-tl'lere~ Befgre a b0 dy i~ gabal•edr 

crewateda or djs$ecteds the cgrgner shall. go bjs own 

jojtjatjve or ypgn the reQuest of the attorney general -PL 

the c 0ynty attorneys condyct or baye conducted _ao 

joyestjgatjgn wheneyer; 
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tal the body js brgught jnto t;he state vjthoyt groper 

8@djcal certjfjcatiDOi or 

Cbl the d8ath bas pccurred or tbe bpdy js fpund jn the 

countr and the death appear$ to have occurred: 

Cil by crlainal ylgleocei 

fill by accidant: 

f!ijl suddenly• when the deceased wa5 jn apparent g00d 

health: 

Ciyl by suicide:. 

lyl when tbe decea&ed was ynattended by a practicjng 

physician: 

Cyil fa any prison or papal ln~tituti 0ni 

Cyjil when the deceased wa:;. jo the custgd¥ pf a law 

£Dfgccewent agency: 

lyiill in any sy&plcioui gr unusual c.irGn•stancesj 

Cjxl by crlwinal abgrtiQOi 

Cx) by polson; 

fill by dlsgau C:QMtltutjgg a threat to tbe pub] ic 

healthi or 

lxjil by djiMasge jnJyry. or a toxic agent resulting 

frgw e.ployeent. 

(2) After his Initial exawioation and igve5tigation 

the coroner 5hall !•mediately prepare a written report gf 

bil_findjqgs and prgy!de copies to the jqye~tlgatjng Jaw 

enfprce•ent agency. the county attorney. Ff'"jg"he ~t~ G> 
-z- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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1 wedjgal exawlner. 

2 t~Lll It shall be the duty of every person acquirinq 

3 knowledge of such a death to report the-,...-•o~thw+~ it to 

4 the coroner of the county in which 1ba death apparently 

5 occurred. 

6 t3tiil In cases where cri•inal conduct is suspected, 

J the coroner shall notify the state •edical exa•iner and one 

8 or •ore law enforce.ant a9encles having jurisdiction. The 

9 la~ enforce.ent agencies so notlfied shall have the 

10 res~onslbility to Investigate the case.• 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 2• Authority to order or 

1~ perfor• autopsy. Whenever a death occurs under any of the 

13 circu•stances enueerated in 46-+-102(1)• the state •edical 

14 exa•iner eay perfor• or have perfor .. d an autopsy or any 

15 other laboratory exa•lnation he considers necessary or in 

16 the public interest. 

1J Section 3. Codification. Section l of this act shall 

18 be codified in Title 44• chapter 3• part 2. All references 

19 to such chapter 3 or part Z In the MCA include section z. 
-End-

-3-
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