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4oth Leqislatu~e LC 0153/01 

l 

t INTRODUCED BY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PR~HIRIT THE PUBLIC 

5 SERVICE COMMISSION FROM APPROVING STANDBY CHARGES FJR 

6 CUSTO~ERS WHO USE FORMS OF RENEWABLE' fNERGY LITHER THAN THOSF 

1 PROVIDED BY REGULATED UTILITIES; REQUIRING UllllllfS TO 

B PROVIDE STANDBY SERVICE AT REGULAR R.\F5 TO All COf!SUI'~'RS 

q WHO REQUEST IT; AND PROVIDING AN IMMeDIATE EFFECTIVF DATI .• 

10 

ll BF IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

12 Section 1• Definitions. As used in [this act]o the 

13 following definitions apply: 

l't ( 1) •Standby charge• •eans a cha~qeo d i ffer-->nt than 

15 those charges qenerally authorized for se~vice under a 

lc utility•s tariffs. imposed when: 

l7 (a) utility service is provided only when any other 

18 form or source of energy fro~ any supply which is 

1Q p~2do,.i nant 1 y relied upon by the uti 1 i ty custom,.., is not 

lO available to that customer; or 

21 (b) utility service is provided on 1 ~e1ular basis as 

Z,' the customer's prPdomindtC encr~y sourer ~'Ut i~ suhj~ct t~ 

23 ~,l·r • oo i' j.J..Jrtiul or con1pl(~t(· cur1 ~•rr1_•nt, .Jt t'hc,_ cu~l-torr.~·r-•s 

l4 option. and rcpl accm2nt by another form or source of eow~qy. 

25 {21 •standby service• ~eans utility service provi~e~ 
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as an alternative or backup fo~• or source of energy to the 

for~ or sou~ce of renewable energy predominantly relie~ upon 

by a custome~. 

Section 2. App~oval of standby cha~ges prohibited. The 

public service commission may not approve standby charoes 

that penalize customers who use forms of renewable energy 

from sources other than those provided by r e'o~u 1 a ted 

utilities. 

Section 3. Utilities to provide standby service upon 

reauest. Unless specifically ~equired by order of a federal 

re~ulatory agency 9 no utility may refuse service to a 

requestinq customer solely on the grounds that the request 

is fo~ standby service. 

Section 4o Application industrial customers 

exempted. The p~ovisions of [this act) apply to all requests 

for standby charges and standby service for resi~ential and 

commercial classes of custo~ers but do not apply to requests 

for standby charg~s and standby service for industrial 

custnmer-s. 

Section 5. fffecti~e date. This act is effective on 

passa~e and approval. 
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