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HOUSE BILL 105 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Corruni ttee recommend bill, 
do not pass. 

Report adopted. Objection. 

Second reading, as amended, 
do not pass. 
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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REVISING THE MINIMUM 

STANDARDS FOP SCHOOL BUSES; AMENDING SECTION ~0-10-111o 

M~A.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ~G-10-111• MCAo i~ a•~nded to read: 

•2o-1o-111. Duties of board of public education. {1) 

The board of public education• by and with the advice of the 

~ontana division of motor vehicles and the sup~rlntendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

Inconsistent with the .ator vehicle tavso to provide unlfor• 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, ~nd 

operation of school buses in the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe einieue standards for the design ~nd 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(I) •lni•u .. standards adopted oy the national 

coeeission on safety education; or 

(ii) einimue standards adopted by the national hiohw~y 

_safety bureau; 

(b) prescribe standards and syecific~tions for the 

lighting equipment and special warning devices to~ carried 
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by school buses in confor•lty with: 

(i) current specifications approved by the society of 

autoaoblle engineers; 

(il) •otor vehicle laws; and 

(iii) the requlreeent that all school buses shall h~ve 

an alternately flashing prewarning lighting syste~ of four 

aaber signal laeps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately flashing warning lightinq systea of four red 

signal la•ps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

6l-9-40Z; 

(c) establish any other driver qualifications that may 

be dee•ed necessary in addition to the qualifications 

required in ZD-10-103; 

(d} prescribe criteria for the establ i sh•ent of 

transportation service areas for school bus purpos~s by the 

county transportation coemittee which shall allow for th~ 

astablish•ent of such areas without regard to the district 

boundary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the deter•in~tion 

of the residence of a pupil that aay be deeaed nec~ssary in 

addition to the criteria established in l.O-lG-105; 

If] prescribe any other policies for the operation of 

school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

(i) ~otor vehicle laws; 

(il) elni•u• standards adopted for school bus operation 
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by the national com~ission on s~fPty educdtion; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the transportation provisions of this title; 
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1\ll prescribe standards for the ''"'''surem"nt of th., 

child seating capacity of school buses, to be kno~n as the 

•rated capacity•. 

..l::L___Ibe_____board __ of_ nublic education_ shall acant 

6 peraisajpn t.g the trustees of any district to "$2 a schogl 

9 bY$ tb4t dpes OQt Meet the •inimyM Standards pf $Uh$@Ctloas 

10 f1)fa)(il and fiil when: 

11 ..lal-~ trustees of a district. the patcpn~ of an 

12 affeGted scbgol by$ rgu\e• and the scbpgl bus cgntraGtor ljf 

13 goe exis~sl of an affected $Chpg1 by5 rgute declares in 

1~ writing. that a modification in the einiMU• ~tandard$ i$ 

15 necessarv and the aost practical solytjpo to aaet eaergeocv 

16 cpoditioosj 

17 (bl the scbopl bys tp be esployed will not be used on 

18 routes that transport-more than 8 pupils dally; aod 

19 fc) the scbool bus 4esignated by the district trustees 

zo fqr use on such routes Mill be inspected and approved for 

21 safety bX the ~ontana higbwax patrol in ac<ordaoce with 

2 2 .aot.or ·-!n!h ;<:.~:e 1 Dh 

23 (l! When a $Cboo1 buS QYAijfies ypder the prgy;sions 

Z4 of sybsection (Zh reistwueunts to districts shaJJ be the 

Z5 ~ as proyjdgd for jn 20-l0-14l(l)IG)• 
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t~~ The board of public education sh~ll prescrib~ 

dny oth<'r pol icy necessary for the proper ••d111i ni strati on ;,nd 

operation of individual transportation programs that are not 

inconsistent with the transportation provisions of this 

title.• 

-End-

-4-

• • • ; .. 


