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HOUSE BILL 101 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill, 
do not pass. 

Report adopted. Objection. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, Live­
stock and Irrigation. 

On motion, bill be taken from 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation, as 
amended, and referred to second 
reading. Motion adopted. 

Motion, pass consideration. 

Second reading, indefinitely 
postponed. 

Returned from the Senate, 
indefinitely postponed. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN A~T TO PROHIBIT NONRESIDENT 

ALIENS FROM A~QUIRING ~ERTAIN AGRI~ULTURAL LANDS AND TO 

REQUIRE PUBLI~ SALE OF LAND HELD IN VIOLATION OF THIS ACT 

FOR MORE THAN 2 YEARS.• 

BE IT ENA~TED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [this actJ• the 

follONing definitions apply: 

(1) •Agricultural land• -ani land -etil)g the 

qualifications i•posed In 15-7-ZO!(l)(a). 

(2) •Director• .. ana the director of the depart .. nt of 

agriculture. 

C3J •Foreign business• .. ans any business entity 

including but not liaited to corporations. partnerships• and 

associations, In which a controlling Interest Is owned by 

aliens. 

(oft) •Nonresident allen• aeans any person who Is not a 

citizen of the United States and who is not a resident of 

the United States or of soae state. territory• trusteeship• 

or protectorate of the United States. 

(5) •Residence• aeans a person•s principal residence 

where he lives for any extended period of tiaa. 
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Section z. Nonresident allen ownership of agricultural 

land prohibited -- exceptions. 

(1) No nonresident alien or foreign business eay 

acquire by grant, purchase, devise. or descent agricultural 

land in this state. 

(2) No person aay hold agricultural land as an agent. 

trustee, or other fiduciary for a nonresident alien or 

foreign business. 

(3) Any nonresident alien or foreign business that 

obtains a lease on agricultural land for a tere of 10 years 

or longer or a lease renewable at his option for ter~s that 

total 10 years has acquired agricultural land within the 

aeaning of this sec~lon. 

{It) This section does not apply to nonresident aliens 

and foreign businesses owning or leasing agricultural land 

in this state before July 1• 1979. 

{5) Any allen •aking his residence in the United 

States aay acquire and hold agricultural land on the saee 

ter•s as an A•erican citizen during the period of his 

residency. 

Section 3. Ad•inistration penalty for continued 

violation. {1) Upon receiving any report of foreign land 

ownership in the state fro• the u.s. secretary of 

agriculture under the provisions of 7 u.s.~. 3505• the 

director shall report any suspected violation of [section Z] 
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1 to the state attorney general. 

2 (2) The attorney general shall bring suit in district 

3 court against any person violating [section 2). 

" (3) The attorney general shall file notice of the suit 

5 with the county clerk and recorder of each county in which 

6 any portion of the agricultural land alleged t.o be ill~lly 

7 held is located. 
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l"J If the court finds that the land has been acquired 

in violation of (section 21• it shall: 

tat order the owner t.o divest. hilnelf of t.he land 

within 2 years; 

(b) n le notice of the order with the clerk and 

recorder of each county in which the land is located; and 

(c) order the sheriff of each county In which the land 

15 is located to sell the land at a public sal•• according to 

16 the procedure established in Title zs, chapter 13, part a, 

17 if the owner has not divested hi•self of the land within 2 

18 years after the date of the judgaent• 

19 Section "• Severability. If a part of this act. is 

zo invalid, all valid parts that. are severable fro• the Invalid 

21 part. re•ain in effect. If a part. of this act is invalid in 

22 one or .ore of its applications, the part. re.ains in effect. 

23 in all valid applications that are severable fro• the 

24 invalid applications. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY J{I7~]!L~ ~~~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT NONRESIDENT 

ALIENS FROM ACQUIRING CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL LANDS AND TO 

REQUIRE PUBLIC SALE OF LAND HELD IN VIOLATiON OF THIS ACT 

FOR MORE THAN 2 YEARS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Definitions. As used in [this act], the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •Agricultural land• .. ans land -eting the 

qualifications l•posed in 15-7-lOZ(1)(a). 

(Z) •oirector• •eans the director of the depart~nt of 

agriculture. 

(3) •Foreign business• -ans any business entity 

including but not li•ited to corporations, partnerships, and 

associations, In which a controlling interest Is owned by 

aliens. 

(4) •Nonresident allen• •eans any person who Is not a 

citizen of the United States and who is not a resident of 

the United States or of soae state, territory, trusteeship, 

or protectorate of the United States. 

(5) •Residence• .. ans a person's principal residence 

where he lives for any extended period of ti ... 
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Section z. Nonresident allen ownership of agricultural 

land prohibited -- exceptions. 

(1) No nonresident alien or foreign business eay 

acquire by grant, purchase. devise, or descent agricultural 

land In this state• 

(Z) No person aay hold agricultural land as an agent• 

trustee, or other fiduciary for a nonresident alien or 

foreign business. 

(3) Any nonresident allen or foreign business that 

obtains a lease on agricultural land for a ter• of 10 years 

or longer or a lease renewable at his option for teres that 

total 10 years has acquired agricultural land within the 

.. ening of this section. 

(4) This section does not apply to nonresident aliens 

and foreign businesses owning or leasln9 agricultural land 

in this state before ~uly 1• 1979• 

(5) Any alien •eking his residence in the United 

States .ay acquire and hold agricultural land on the sa .. 

ter•s as an A•erican citizen during the period of his 

residency. 

Section 3. Ad•inistratlon penalty for continued 

violation. (1) Upon receiving any report of foreign land 

ovnership in the state fra. the u.s. secretary of 

agriculture under the provisions of 1 u.s.c. 3'505• the 

director shall report any suspected violation of [section 2] 
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1 to the state attorney general. 

l (Z) The attorney general shall bring suit In district 

3 court against any person violating [section Z)• 

... {3) The attorney general shall file notice of the suit 

5 Mith the county clerk and recorder of each county In which 

6 any portion of the agricultural land alleged to be Illegally 

1 held is located. 

8 (~l If the court finds that the land has been acquired 

9 In violation of [section Z], it shall: 

10 (a) order the owner to divest hl•self of the land 

11 within l years; 

12 (bl file notice of the order Mith the clerk and 

13 recorder of each county in which the land is located; and 

lit (cl order the sheriff of each county In Mhich the land 

15 is located to sell the land at a public salet according to 

16 the procedure established in Title ZSo chapter 13o part 8o 

17 if the oMRer has not divested hi•self of the land within Z 

18 years after the date of the judg .. nt. 

19 Section It• Severability. If a part of this act Is 

zo invalido all valid parts that are severable fro• the Invalid 

Zl part re.ain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

zz one or .are of its applications. the part ra.ains in effect 

Z3 in all valid applications that are severable fro• the 

Zit invalid applications. 

-End-
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March 15, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Agriculture, Livestock & Irrigation) 

'l'hJ. t Ilouse Bill No. 101 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2. 
Following: line 13 
SLrikc: lines 14 through 16 in their entirety 
Insert: "(4) This section does not apply to any ownership or 

leasehold of agricultural land by non-resident aliens or foreign 
businesses acquired prior to July 1, 1979; to leases granting 
the right to explore for and produce minerals from the land; to 
miner.ll or royalty interests; to casements and tracts of land 
acyuircd in cot1ncction with tho extraction, refining, processing 
or tr.tnsportation of minerals; or to any lands located within 
the boundaries of any incorporated city, town or village." 


