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L M‘ bite no. 7 . .
i 2/ 1 [Sections 1 through 18 of this act] apply to lands owned by
¢ IMTRODUCED »Y w N - 7r——— I4 the state.

F} NEW SECTIUMNg Section 3. Kcdent control districes
4 A BILL FCR AN ACT ENTLlTLED: “AN ALY 1S PkOYICE Fk IHE
4 authorizeds The governing body of 3 county may create a
S CREATION AMD UPERATIUN OF RODENT CONTROL DISTRICIS; ANMENGING . . . ]
S district as provided in [sections 1 through 18 of this actj.
] SeCTIUN TT-6=-1llae MCAL™
& A district may aot countain any City or towne
1
f NEW SECIIUNe Section 4. Petition to create district
8 BE IT ENACTED BY THL LEGISLATUKE OF THE STAVE OF MUNTANA:
8 -~ hearinge (1) The creation cf a district may be initiated
9 Nid. SECYIUNS osecticn le Uefinitionse AS used in
9 only by 2 petition:z
10 [sections ) tnrouah 18 of this actje unless the context
1Y {a) signed by at least 2% ot the owners of land
11 indicates otherwises the following definitions apply:
11 within the proposed districty
12 {1} %coard*® means the rodent <contro)l board for a
12 (b} submitted to the governina body of the county; and
13 districte
13 {c} cccompanied by sufficient funds to defray the cost
14 (2) “Department™ means the department or livestocke
14 of giving notice as required by {section 5 of this act]}.
15 {3) ™District® means a rodent control district created
15 {2) The petition shall set ferth the houndaries of the
16 under the provisions of [sections 1 through 18 nf this act]e
16 proposed districte
11! {4) "tund® means the rodent contrel district fund
17 {3) Upon receipt 3t the petitions the governinc body
18 autherized by [section L0 of this act]e . o .
18 shall set a date for a hearing on the petiticne. The hearing
9 {5} *“GSoverning body® means the qgoverninn  body . .
13 must be held within 3 weexs of receipt of the petition.
20 specified in the alternative fore of goverrment adcoted by a i ) .
23 NEM _SECIIUNe Stctivn Se HNotice of hearini. tUpon
21 nt i
countye 21 settine a date for the hcurings the governing body shall
mRiodent™ ean Columbia and Richargscn around
e 16 Rode Feans ‘ 22 give notice of the hearinj in the following manners
g i 1 ket ophurs rairi:- dogss striped conhnrs
€3 squirrelss  pos o * F K P * 23 (@] notice is to ove sent by certified or reqistered
& ickertail nophersy fivld micey OFf dcadow mice i . ) . R
N flickertad o voeme ' - 24 m3il to each owner of land within the proposed district at
NEW_SECILQ Section 2. application to  state  ¥Vands
i AE Ha ’ pp ° 2% the last-known address as showd in the county records;
—2-
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{2} notice s to b=z posted in at least three public
rlaces within the proposed cistrict; and

{3) notice is to be published in at least two issues
of a newspaper of ceneral circulation in the nropesed
districte with at least [ days bDetween publications and the
first publication must be at least 10 days before the
nearinc dates

LEM SECTIGNe Section te uUbjection to districte (1) At
any time up to and including the date of the hearing,s a
landowner may file written cobjection to the creation of the
district with the Ccounty tlerke The county clerk snall note
the tixe of receipt on the written protest and shall compute
the percentaqe of land in the proposed district represented
by the protesting landowner.

{2) If the owners of at least 5!3% of the land in the
proposad district file written objections with the county
clerks the district @ay not be createde.

NEW SELC1I0ONe Section Y. Hearing -- decisions {1) Cn
the date set for the hearings the governing body shall hear
comments on the proposed districte If objections have necn
filed by owners of at least 51% ct the land within the
districts the governing body shall deny the petition request
and may not «create the districte Prior to creating a
gistricty the governing ,udy shall wake a finding that

creation of the district is in the best interests of the
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district lands and resiventse  Except  3s provideo in
sutsection [1)e the J-€ision on whether to rant or doeny the
getiticen  request  shall  be made within 10 days of the
hearino.

{2) Tne decisicn is to dDe made by an order recorded in
the winutes of the goeverning bodys. It the district is to be
createdy the order  stalld state the name of the district,
descrice the Jdistrict boundariese and provide any other
information needed to Jescribe the land included within the
districta

{3) [F the governin, body considers it mnecessarys 23
survey and study ot tie proposed Jdistrict say he ordered ard
a report wmay be submitted to the departmant for review and
recosmendationss Tne decision on the petiticn may be
postnoned until receipt of the study and the degartmant®s
revitws If 3 postponement ocCCurss announcement shall Le
qiven at the hearing and the decision is to be made within
13 days of receipt of the study or the reviews

NEE_SECIEONe Secticn te rHodent control boardes (1)} A
district is coverned by an appointed threo-member hoard. The
hoard mesmbrrs are nublsc otficers and shall arganize each
year iy choosing o chairsein from the board membershiz and
appointina ¢ secretary. 6oard wembers aust be district
residentsa

(&)Y The requilar ter, of oftic: is 3 yearse The initial

-4
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appointments to the board of a newly created district shall
be made by the governing body so that one tere expires cn
June 30 in each of the succeeding 3 yearses Thereafter the
governing body will wmsake a 3~year appointment each years
with the tere commencing July 1 and ending June 0.

(3) A board msewber aay not receive pay for board work
but is entitled to $10 per diem for each day the board is in
session  and to a mileage allowance as prowided in 2-1R-503,

{4) fhe county extension agente if there is ones is an
ex officio member of the Lourde DUt without a vote.

MEW _SECTIONs Secticn 9. Board powerse The bcard wmay:

tl) develop and ademinister a proqram for the abatesent
and alleviation of rodent pest conditions within the
district;

{Z) employ such assistants and esployees as are
necessary;

{3) purchase or Jease sSuch equipments katerials er
sarvices as are considered necessary for an effective
control proqrams;

(4 seld or tease such ecuipmenty materials ar
services to district JTondowners or residents as are
consitered necessarvy to isplement the ro1ent ahatesapt
proarams

{5) <cooperate with any corporaticny assaciations

groups individuals or state or federal agency in rodent
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abatement programs;

(€} receive gifts or grants for the implementation of
a rodent abotement program; and

(7)) enter district lands in Order to survey and study
conditions and to implement a rodent abatesent program.

NEM SECIIONe Section 10. Rodent control funde (1) The
governing body shall establish a spacial funds to be Kknown
as the eesess rodent control district #funde for each
district in the countye Money in the fund may be expended
only for district adeministrative costs and the expenses of
establisking and implesenting a rodent abatement program.

{2} The county treasurer is the administrator of the
fund ond shnall draw wirrants on the fund by order of the
governing bodye. Warrants shall be ordered by the qoverning
body when so requested by the boarde

NEMW SECTINNg Section 1le Hill levy authorized. To
adeinister and implement 2 rodent abatement programs the
governing body may irvy 3 taxs not to exceed 5 millse on the
taxabte value of the nhorticulturals farminge grazings
forests and railroas lands within the districte The proceeds
of the levy are to be placad in the district funde

NEH SECIICHe Section 12« Financial operation. (R Y]
Materials equipments and sarvices purchased or leased by the
board ere to be paid for by warrants drawn on the funce.

(2} Payment received for waterialy equipsents and

e B399
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services supplied by the hoard is to be deposited in the
funde Reimbursement payments as provided for in [section l4&
of this act] and penslities collected under [section 1% cf
this act] are to be ceposited in the funde.

NEM SECIIONs Section 13« implementation of rocdent
controle (1) Whenever the bhoard has reason to believe 2
rodent centrol protlem cxistsey it shall inspect the affected
land and may issue an order te the landowner to take the
appropr iate actione

12) If the landowner is unwilling or wnable to carry
out the necessary rodent control measuresy the board shal)
take the mecessary steps to control the rodent prodtlems The
expenses of the board in carrying swt these seasufes shall
be paid from the fund upon presentaticn of an itemized
account to the governing bodye

NEM_SECIIRMe Section l4%ese Reimbursement of funde {1)
Khenever the board nas undertaken rodent cantrol pursuant to
[section 13 of this act]e the landowner shall reimburse the
fund for the expenses related to rodent control on his lande.
The board wmaye by written contract with the landowners Aagree
to extend the reimbursement over a period not to exceed 5
yearse

(2) The agreeaent may provide for the reisbursesent
paynents to be collected with property taxese and in this

cases the board shall inform the county clerk cf the lands

-7-
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to be charqec and the aavunt to be placed on the tax notices
Upon receipt of the payae:nts the county clerk shall deposit
it in the funde

(2) Until paide the amount due for reimbursesent is a
lien against the lands of the lanacwner within the districte.
The board may institute court actions to recover money due
under the provisions of this sectione

NEM SECIICNs Section l%e Penaleye (1) Any person who
interferss with the board or its esployees or agents is
subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $100. The board may
institute a court action to recover the penalty.

(2) Penalties assessed under this section are to be
deposited in the funde

NEW _SECTI1ONg Section lée Enlargement of district. (1)
A district ady be enlarjed upon presentation of & petition
siqned by at least 25% of the owners of the land in the area
propesed to be annexed to the districte The provisions of
[sections & through I of this act] apply to the annexation
petitiony with the term ®district™ in those sections taken
to mean the area proposed 1o be added.

{2) Whenever an area is annexed to an existing
districte the governing bodys in the arder approving the
annexations may provide that landgwners in the annexed area
2re reguired to pay an initial fee to equalize expenditures

already sade by the landcsners of the districte
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MEM SECTEQNe Section 17« Cissolution of a districte
(1) A district may be dissolved by order of the governing
hody wunon receipt of 3 petition sioned by the cwners of at
least 51X of the land in tne district and after a hearing on
the petition. Notice of the hearine is to be given by
posting notice in at 1cast three public places in the
district and by publishing notice at Jeast once in a
newspaper of qeneral circulation in the districts If the
governing body finds it to be in the best interest of the
qistrict Jlands and residents to terminate the districte the
governing body shall s0 ordere

(2) The dissolution order shall providae for a
termination date and for liquidating the district assets and
liabilitiess Any sondy remaining in the district fund after
all assets and liabilities have been liguidated shall be
transferred to the county ceneral funde

NEW SECTII(Ne Section lbe Multicounty districtse A
sulticounty district may be created by interlocal agreewent,
as rrovided in Title Ty chapter 11y part 1e betwean the
governing bodies of the counties involvede

Section 19 Section I7-6-1i4sy HCAy is amended to read:

“7TT1-6-114. Lessee responsible for assesswents and
taxes for weed control gpi gharges for _codent _cootrol. It
shall  pe the duty of the board in leasing any agricultural

state Tand to provide in such leases
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11} tnat the lessee of lands so leased 1lyina within
the boundaries of any noxious weed control and weed seed
extermination district shall assume and pay all assessments
and taxes levied by the board of county comsissioners for
such district on such statc landss and such assessxents and
t3x levy shall be imposed on such lessee as a perscnal
property tax and shall be collected by the county treasurer
in the same manner as reqgular personal property taxes are
collectede. All such state lessees shall be required under
the terss of such lease to pay such assessment and tax levy
at the same time and manner as other reqular personal taxes
are paidei and

£2) that _the _lessece of lands so leased lyiog within
she boundaries of a rodent control district shall be ljadble
for _charges imposed pursuant to [sectigo 4 of this actle”

NEH _SECTIQNs Section 20. Severabilityes If 3 paret of
this act is invalide all valid parts that are severable from
the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is
invalid in one or more of its applicationss the part remains
in effect in all valid applications that are severable from
the invalid applicationse.

-End-
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