
HOUSE BILL 99 

IN THE HOUSE 

January 10, 1979 

January 25, 1979 

January 26, 1979 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill, 
as amended, do not pass. 

Report adopted. 
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4 A elll ~C~ A~ A(l ~NI11Li~: •AN ACl I~ P~U~1CE t0k IHE 

S CREATION AND OPEIIATlt!N Of I<OOENT COHTROL DISTRICTS; AMENDING 

6 S~CliUN ll-h-l14o M(A.• 

1 

~ BE ll ENACTfO BY lMl LEGI;LATUkt Of THE §TAl~ Of ~uNTAhA: 

9 ::LtLlli..lliHia >Cct ion lo Oehnitions. As used in 

10 [ sPct ions 1 tnrou1h 11:1 e>t this act )o unl,.S!> u... <"nnt<uot 

11 indi<.<Otes otherwiseo the folloooinq definitions .. poly: 

ll (1) •ooard• ~eans the rodent control board for ~ 

lJ district. 

l4 (2) •oepart~ent• ~ans the depdrtment ot livestock. 

1~ (3) •District• .ean~ a rodent control district cre~ted 

16 under the provisions of (sections 1 through 18 nf this act). 

11 ('t) •t und• means tne rodent control district tun<! 

18 authorized by [section 10 of this act). 

19 (S) •c.overnin1 body• ... ans the qovernin.., body 

20 specified in thP. ~lternativ~ for• of governaent adcutPC by a 

<'1 county. 

u Jill "i<.coJent• reans Co I ullt i ,, an.1 R i ch-.roscn orount1 

<'3 -squtrr•·ls, p..-J<:ket qo,ph1.r':>• prairi: doqs.. 5-tl'"iped a-op¥rs., 

·'" t 1 ickP.rt.1il r;orh,~rs, f •·~hr ml c.-·, or ,, cartow ~ice. 

lS !).f;W :itCilQ11.a S<'ct.ion 2. Application to state '"nds. 

.. 

LC lH'1S/Ol 

[Sections 1 throuqh lH of this act] apply to lands owned by 

l the state. 

~ :ti;.,ILSI;CI JuN. ~ect ion 3. l<c<lent control districts 

~ authorized. rne governin~ body of a county aay create a 

s district as provided in [sections throuqh 18 of this act]• 

b A distr•ct Mdy not cont.din any city or town. 

~W $E( llU«. s~ction ~. Petition to create district 

8 hearing. (1) Jhe creation cf a district aay be initiated 

9 only by a petition: 

10 Ia) siqned by at ledst l~.t ot the owners of land 

11 within the proposed district; 

ll lb) subaltted to th~ governin~ body of the county; ~nd 

1.\ lei acco•panieo by >utt icient funds to defr•y tn" cost 

1~ of qiving notice as requir~d by (section S of this act]• 

15 (2) The petition sh,ll set forth the baundaries of the 

lb proposed district. 

11 13) Upon receipt ol tne 0 etitiono the 9overninc body 

18 shall set a date for a he~rin1 on the petition. The hearing 

1'1 •ust be held within 3 wee~~ of receipt of the petition. 

20 tU:lL~~«. S<·ction s. Notic<' of tte."Jr in'?• Upon 

.21 sett i "" a d~te for the hc .. r i nqo th>' qoverni no body sha 11 

22 qive notice of the hearin•J in the followinq •anner: 

L i (l) notice is to '10 sent by certified or reqistPred 

llo •~il to each owner of lanJ within th" proposed district at 

25 the l.~st-kne>ton address as ~hown in the county records; 

-l.-
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(l} notice i~ to b~ po~ted in at least three rublic 

olaces within the propo~eu oistrict; and 

{3) notice is to be oublished in at least twQ issues 

ot a newspaper of c:.,n.,rdl circulation in the oro,.>cs"d 

district• with at le<lst 1 <Jays between publication• .,nd the 

first publication aust be at least 10 days before the 

hearin~ date. 

lif~~~ S~ction o. objection to district. (l) At 

any ti~e up to and includinq the date of tne h€arinq. a 

landowner •ay file writt~n objection to the creation of the 

district with the c~unty ~~e~k. fhe county clerk Sh3ll note 

t~ ti&e of receipt on the written protest and shall co•pute 

the percentage of land in the proposed district represented 

by the protestin~ landowner. 

(2) If the owners of at lea~t 51& of the land in the 

propos~d district tile written objections with the county 

clerk• the district ~ay not be created. 

~~~!Qba Section 1. riearinq decision. (1) on 

the date set for the hearing. the governing body shall "ear 

comments on the proposed district. lf objections have ~e~n 

filed by owners of at least ">1¥ ct the land within the 

district. tne governinq bodr shall deny the petition requ~~t 

and may not create the district. Prior to creatinq a 

oistrict. th~ governinq >udy shall •ake a findinq that 

creCJtion of t.he district is in the best interests ot tr.~ 
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district I an·Js ~Hl.U rc-:.i.t1·ent'S. txc-ept as [li'"Ovi:dco in 

sut:-s~'<:ticn ( !)t thl.' J~·ci'!:.i·)n on Nh'?'ther to ·trant or t1eny the 

pPtition raqu"st ·~~11 be aade within 10 ~ays of the 

h'!iir inc. 

( l) The <lee is i r·n is to t>e •ade by an order r<>corded in 

the .,inutes uf tho! qc'olernin<) body. It the district is to be 

c r r .->t r<J • t h< orckr s"al I state the na.e of the district 9 

d~~~ricJe th~ ~istrict t>ou11d._,ri"s• and provide any oth<'r 

information needed to J<>~cribe the land included •ithin the 

district. 

OJ H the 'Y''"'rni n, t>ody consid .. rs it necess~ry. a 

surv<>y an-J >tu<!y ot tile prOIJOSed di ~tr ict ~tay he or1 .. r+'•1 and 

a report ~•Y be subMitted to the dep•rt .. ~ f~r review and 

raco•sendations. The decision on the petiti'n •ay be 

pos.tnon~d unti I I'"PC£"ipt 

r~vitw. If ~ postpon~•ent 

ot the study and the d .. ~arte?nt•s 

occurs, announce ... nt shall be 

~iven at the hearino an1 the decision is to be •ade within 

10 day~ of receipt af tho study or the revie~. 

tif.iLlll..llil.ti. ~ectic" t!o xodant control boe~ro. !lt A 

district is -::overn,.d by an appointed three--llber board. The 

boar<' .,., .. b .. r s .He f'UO II c ot f i c.,r s an1 snal I •nqan i ~t' PdC h 

year i,,. cho'l.l~in·1 c~~ chair .. ln fro .. th~ bo•~rd •e•bershi~ dnd 

.,ppoint ino r 

residf_.Onts. 

~<>cret'lry. iJoard rembers •ust b., district 

(:, lh"-:- r Pgul u· ter , of oft ic· is .:\ ye~,.s. Th~ ... in tt i al 

-It-
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appoin~Ments ~o ~he board of a newly created dis~ric~ shall 

be ~ade by ~he governin4 body so that one ter• expires on 

June 30 in e~ch of the succeeding 3 years. Thereafter the 

governing body will aake a 3-year appolnt .. nt each year. 

with th .. tcr11 coe-ncin'! July 1 and endinq June 30. 

(3) ~ board •eaber aay no~ receive pay for board work 

bu~ is entitled to 110 per di .. for each day the bo~rd is in 

ses~ion and to a eilea~ allowance as provided in 2-lR-~03. 

{~I rhe county extension aqent, it there is o~e, is an 

ex officio •••ber of the JO~rd• but •ithout a vote. 

utW $fC.TIQ~ Section 9. Soard powers. The beard eay: 

(11 develop and adeinlster a prograe for thP abateee~t 

and alleviation ot rodent pest condition~ within the 

district; 

(c 1 eaploy 

n.:-ces'S,--.ry; 

( 3) purchase 

servic~s as are 

control pro.r:Jraa; 

such assistants and eeployees as are 

or le.tse sue" equ i pe.,nt• If 'It(' r i 31, cr 

considered necessary for an effective 

(4) s~ll or lease such eO\Jjp•~nt. m~terjal• or 

servit::es t~ distri~t IJndowners or residents as are 

consi 1<'rPd necessarv to ;.,ple•ent the ro1ent at>ette<r,.nt 

proor1nr;; 

(5) cooperate with any cor por~t i en, as<~.ocidtion. 

groupo Individual• or state or federal agency in rodent 

-s.-
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abatement prograes; 

(e) receive qifts or qrants for the i•ple.entation of 

a rodent abote•ent program; and 

(7) enter district lands in order to survey and study 

c~n·litions "nd to imple.ent a rodent abateaent program. 

NtW ~ECIION. s~ction 10. Roaent control fund. (1) The 

governinq body shall establish a special fund• to oe kno~n 

as the •••••• rodent control district fund• for each 

district in the county. ~~ney in the fund •ay be expended 

only tor district ad~inistrative costs and the expPnses of 

establishing and iapl~.antinq a rodent abateMent program. 

(Z) lhe county treasurer is the adeinistrator of the 

fund dnd snail draw •••rants on tne fund by order of the 

governing body. Warrants shall be ordered by the governing 

body when so requested by the board. 

SEN SE,IIO~ Section 11• Mill levy authorized. To 

ad.inister and iepleeent " rodent abateeent program, the 

governing body •ay levy a taxt not to exceed 5 ellls• on thP 

taxable value of the norticultural, far•ing 9 grazing• 

forest, and rai lro.::d lands within the district. The proceeds 

of tt>e levy ~re to be plac·c>d in the district fund. 

tiflL.i.U.~r:Lt Sect ion ll. Financial operation. Ill 

Katerialw equip.ent, and s~rvices Purchased or leased by the 

board ar~ to be paid for D'l warrants drawn on the fund. 

(Z) Payaent receiveo for eate~ialo equip•ento and 

-b- tta rr1 
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services supplied ty th~ noard is to be deposited in the 

fund. Reiabursecent pay~nts as provided for in [section lit 

of this act] and penaltie~ collected ~er [section 1"> cf 

this act] are to bE cepositeo in the fund. 

r:iEW S.HIIQ~ S•ction 13. leple-ntation of ro<:ent 

control. flJ ~enever the board has reason to believe a 

rodent control protle• e•ists, it shall inspe<t the affPcted 

land and may issue an order to the landowner to tak~ th~ 

appr~iate action. 

12) If the landG~mer is -Hliftl!t o' -.ttle to carry 

out the nPcessary roPnt control --ures, the bo'ird shal J 

take the Aeeess-y steps to cont:rol U.. r~ pt:otlle-. The 

expen~s of the board in carrylnq out these •e.svres shall 

be paid fro• U1e fund upon presentation of an ite•izf'd 

accou.- to the gc»Y@rn inq body. 

ltfM $f£11QM. SPct•on 1~. lteitmurs.e-.nt. of fund• (I} 

Whenever the bOard nas u~ertaken rodent control pursuant to 

[section 13 of this act }• the landowner shall refllburse the 

fund for the expenses related to rodent control on his land• 

The board ••'I• by ,....;tt.en contract with the lando,_, aGree 

to ~xtend the rei•burse•ent ower a period not to exceed '5o 

yf!ars. 

{2) The agreeaent aav provide fer the reiwburseaent. 

payments to be collected with property taxes, and in this 

case, the board shal 1 inform the county clerk of the I ands 

-1-
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to be chargee <>no the ""'ount to L" plac"c:l on the ta>< notice. 

Upon rf'Ceio)t of th•· f>df"'··nt.o thf! county cle¥k shal I deposit 

it in the fund. 

p) u,,u 1 p.Ji <l• th« ., 1110unt <1ue for rei l'burs@llent is a 

lien ~qdinst the land~ of the lanocwner within the district. 

The board ~ay institute court actions to recover .aney due 

under the prov-isions of this section. 

ltUI S.H,IlllJb ~ection 1'!>. Pen-~1 ~y. (l) Any person who 

int.erfE'nJS vith the oo .. rd or its ecployee$ or ~ents is 

subject to a c hri I p•maH.y not to e><ceed noo. The board eay 

Institute a court CKtion to recovel' the p.malty. 

12t Penalties assessed under this section are to be 

deposit~ in the funo. 

HtV S~CJlQN. Section 1~. Enlarqe..,nt of district. (1t 

A district oaar b., enlar.<"d upon presentation of a petition 

siqned by at le .. st l.,~ of the owners of tO. land in the area 

proposed to be annexed to the district.. The provisions o~ 

[sections ~ through l ot this act] apply to the annexation 

retitinn. •ith the term •<Jistrict• in those sections t .. ken 

to -- to. area J)l'opo.-4 to be ..,ed. 
(2) Whenever an a..ea is an-••d to an existing 

distl'iCt• the qoverning bodyo in the order approvinq the 

annP.xation. aay provide that landcwners in the annexed area 

are re0 uired to pay an initial fee to equalize expenditures 

already ~tad .. Dy t.nc landc ... ..,ers of th" district. 

-a-
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!•EW SfLilDN. :'>r-ction 11. Cissolution of " disu· ict. 

(ll A district •ay be dissolved by o'de' of the qoverninq 

body uo>on 'eceipt of a po•tition sioned by the owne~s of at 

least 5lS of the land in tne district and after a hearing on 

the petition. Notice of the hearino is to be given by 

posting notice in at J,ast th~ee public places in the 

r!istrict and by puLHshing notice at least once in a 

newspaper of qeneral circulation in the district. If th~ 

governing body finds it to be in the best interest of the 

district J~nds and resid~nts to tereinate the district. thP 

governing b?dy shall so order. 

(2) Ttw dissolution order sh11ll provide for • 
ter•ination date and for liquidatlnq the district ass-.ts -lnd 

liabilities. Any aoney re$alning in the district fund after 

all assets and liabiliti~ nave be~n liquidated sh~ll be 

transferreo to the county <;er.er<>l fund. 

~~if~lU~ S~ction lb• Multicounty districts. A 

•ulticounty district •ay be created by lnterlocal aqree~nt• 

as nrovided in Title '• ch4pt~r llo part l• betw~~n the 

gov<>rnin~ bodies of the counti~s involveo. 

s~ction 19. Section 17-6-114t M(At is aaended to rPad: 

•77-b-11~. Les~ee responsihl~ tor asscssw~nts and 

.23 t-1xes for """cl cont< o I <lJlLt.b~LtuL-L.IU:!ll!IL-i;QilU>il• It 

24 shell be the duty ct th•• board in IP.a.,-.in<J dny agricultural 

2S state land to provide in such lease~ 
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Ll~ tnat the lessee of lands so leased lyinQ within 

the boundaries ot any noxious weed control and weed seed 

exter•ination district shall assume and pay all assessments 

and taxes levied by the board of county co .. issioners for 

such district on such stat~ lands. and such assess•ents and 

t~x levy shall be i~posed on such lessee as a personal 

property tax and shall be collected by the county trFasurer 

in the sa~ •anner as regular personal property taxes are 

collected. All such state lessees shall be required under 

the terws of such lease to pay such assess•ent and tax levy 

at the sa•e ti•e and •anner as other regular personal 

are pai dwLaa£1 

taxes 

1l ) t h<~ t ....tt!!L-l.e.H~~_L~!U _i2_ lsuu !:s!_l tilul-ltilhin 

~ouodarieJ. of • rodent cootmLdiati~ll be 1 jabl!: 

.fiU:_cJl~s j gosed pur su,wL~au.iR!l.-.li.JlL"tbl.L.ii~ • 

~£H_~«a Section 20. Sev0rability. If a part of 

this act is invalid• all v~lid parts that are severable from 

the invalid part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is 

invalid in one or •oo·e of its applications, the part remains 

in effect in all valid applications that are sever3ble fro• 

the invalid applications • 

-End-
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