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INTRODUCED BY WALDRON

IN THE HOUSE

IN THE SENATE

IN THE HOUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill
do pass as amended.
Report adopted.

Printed and placed on
members' desks.

Second Reading, do pass.
Considered correctly engrossed.

Third Reading, passed.
Transmitted to Second House.

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill
be concurred in. Report adopted.

Second Reading, concurred in.

Third Reading, concurred in.

Returned from second house.
Concurred in.
Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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BiLL no. £#3

INTROODUCEDR BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT YO PROVIDE FOR
GRANDPARENT VISITATION RIGHTS WITH MINOR GRANDCHELDREN UNDER
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN THE VISITATION RIGHTS ARE IN THE

BESY INTEREST OF THE CHILD} AMENDING SECTION 40-4~21Te MCA."

BE 1Y ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEM _SECTIIONs Section e Application of Montana Rules
of Civil Proceduree. (1) Except as otherwise provideds the
Montana Rules of Civil Procedure apply to all procéedlngs
under [sections 1 and 2]

{2) A procesding for grandparent visitation under
[sections 1 and 2] shall be entitledy "In re the visitation
of seecse™s

{3) The initial pleading in all proceedings under
fsections 1 and 2] shall be denominated a petition. A
responsive pleading shall be denominated a response. Other
pl;adings shall be denominated as provided in the HNontana
Rules of Civil Procedure.

NEW SECYIONe Section 2. Grandparent

rightse (1) If the father or mother of an unmarried wminor

visitation

child is deceaseds the district court esay grant to the

parents of the deceased person reasonable visitation rights

W
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LC 018s/01

with the minor childe

£2) Visitation rights granted under this section may
be granted only wupon a finding by the courts after a
hearings that the visitation wouid be in the best interest
of the childe

{3) This section does not apply if the child has been
adopted by a person other than a stepparent or a
grandparente. Visitation rights granted under ¢this section
tersinate wupon the adoption of the child by a person other
than a stepparent or a grandparent.

Section 3. Section 40-4-Z17« MCA. is amended to read:

®40-4~217. Visitatione {1 A parent not granted
custody of the child is entitled to reasonable visitation
rights wunless the court findss after a hearings that
visitation would endanger seriously the child®s physical,

mentals morale or emotional health.

t29(3) The court may wmodify an order granting or
denying wvisitation rights whenever modification would serve

the best interest of the child; but the court shall not

HER Sg

a INTRODUCED BILL
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restrict a parent®s visitation rights unless it finds that
the visitation would endanger seriously the child®s
physicale mentaly morals or emotional healthe®

-End-

-3~
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Approved by Committes
on Judiciary

HOUSE BILL ND. B8

INTRODUCED BY WALDRON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR
GRANDPARENT VISITATION RIGHTS WITH MINOR GRANDCHILDREN UNDER
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN THE VISITATION RIGHTS ARE IN THE

BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD; AMENDING SECTION 40-4-21Ts MCA."

oF 17 ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOWTANA:

MEW_SECTIONs Section le Application of Montana Rules
of Civil Procedures (1) Except as otherwise prowvideds the
Montana Rules of Civil Procedure apply to all proceedings
ynder [sections 1 and 2).

{2) A proceeding for grandparent visitation undar
{sections 1 and 2] shall be entitlede "In re the visitation
Of csusas™e

{3} The initial pleading in all proceedings under
isections 1 and 2] shall be denominated a petition. A
responsive pleading shall be denominated 3 response. Other
pleadings shall be denominated as provided in the Montana
Rules of Civil Procedure.

NEW_SECTIONs Section 2. Grandparent visitation
rightse (1} If tne father or mother of an unmarried wminor
child is deceaseds the district court may grant to the

parents of the deceased person reasonsble visitation rights

w . ~
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with the wméner childe

{2) Visitation rights granted under this section may
be granted only upon a finding by the courts after a
hearinge that the visitatiqn would be in the best interest
of the childe

{3) This section does not apply if the child has bean
adopted by 2 person other than a stepparent or a
grandparente Visitation rights granted under this section
terminate wupon the adoption of the child by a person other
than 2 stepparent or a grandparente.

Section 3« Section &0-4-21T7¢ MCAe is asended to read:

"40-4-21T. Visitations {1) A parent nAot granted
custody of the child is entitled to reasonable visitation
rights unless the court findse after & hearinge that
visitation would endanger seriously the child®s physicaly

mentaly morale or emotional healthe

grandparents. _grant__reasopabls wisitation. . rights to  the
grandparent_of . the child _if _the court findss after. a
bearinga_.that_ _the visitation would be in the best intarest
of _the childs

+23143) The court wmay wmodify an order granting or
danying wvisitation rights whenever modification would serve

the best interest of the chitdi bdut the court shall not

-2 as

-
SECOND READINGS
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1 restrict a parent’s visitation rights unless it finds that
2 the visitation would endanger seriously the child's
3 physicals mentaly morals or emotional health."

~End-

-3~ HB B8
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MOUSF BILL NO. 88

INTRODUCED B8Y WALDRON

A BILL FOR AN  ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR
GLANDPARENT VISITATION RIGHTS WITH MiNSR GRANDCHILDREN UNDER
CERTATN CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN THE YISITATION RIGHTS ARE 1IN THE

BEST IWTEREST OF THE CHILD; AMENDING SECTION &0-4-21T7» MCA.™

ofF [7 SNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW_SECTIONe Section 1. Application of Montana Rules
of Civil Procedures (1) Except as otherwise provideds the
Montana Rules of Civil Procedure apply to all proceedings
under jsections 1 and 23%.

, (2) A proceeding for gyrandparent visitation under
{suctions 1 and 2) shall be entitled. "In re the visitation
Of csecac™e

{3) The initial pleading in all proceedings under
isecticons L and 2] shall be denoaminated a petition. A
responsive pleading shall be denominated a responsee Other
pleadings shall be denominated as provided in the Montana
Rules of Civil Procedure.

HiW _SECIICGMe Section 2. Grandparent visitation
rightse {1} If tne father or mother of an wunmarried wminor
child is deceaseds the district court may ygrant to the

parents of the deceased person reasonable visitation rights
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with the minor child.

{2) Visitation rights granted under this section may
ve granted only wupon 3 finding by the courts after a
hearinge that the visitation would be in the best interest
of the child.

{3) This section does not apply if the child has been
adopted by a person other than a stepparent or a
grandparente Yisitation rights granted under this section
terminate wupon the adoption of the child by a person other
than a stepparaent or a grandparents

Section 3. Section 40-4-21T7+ MCAs is amended to read:

"40-4-21T7, VYisitatione (L) A parent not granted
custody of the child is entitled to reasonable visitation
rights wunless the court Ffindss after a hearings that
visitation would endanger seriously the child's physicals
mentals morale or emotional health.

12y __In_.a procepding for _dissolution of marriage or
legal separaticns the Couri says . upeo _the petition of _a
srandparents _grani__reasonable xisitation _rights _to the
grandparent of _the child _if the court findss after a
pearings__that _the yvisitation would be ip ihe best interest
of the cnilds

t2%{3) The court may wmodify an order granting or
genying visitation rights whenever modification would serve
the best interest of the child; but the court shall not

" THIRD READING ™
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restrict a pdrent's visitation rights unless it finds that
the visitation would endanger seriously the child's
physicaly mentals worals or emotional health.®

~Eng-

-3- HE 88
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HOUSE BILL NO. 88

INTROOUCED BY WALDRON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: WAN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR
GRANUPARENT VISITATION RIGHTS WITH MINSBR GRANDCHILODREN UNDER
CERTALIN CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN THE VISITATION RIGHTS ARE IN THE

BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD; AMENDING SECTION 40-4-21Ts MCA."™

8€ IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW_SECIION. Section le Application of Montana Rules
of Civil Proceduree [l) Except as otherwise provideds the
Montana Rules of Civil Procedure apply to all proceedings
under [sections 1 and 2].

(2) A proceeding for grandparent wvisitation under
[sections 1 and 2] shall be entitleds "In re the visitation
Of aeesae™.

(3) The initial pleading in all proceedings under
[sections 1 and 2] shall be denominated a petitions A
responsive pleading shall be denominated a responsee. Other
pleadings shall be denominated as provided in the Montana
Rules of Civil Procedure.

NEW_SECTIOMe Section 2. Grandparent visitation
rights. (1) 1f the father or mother of an unmarried minor
child is deceasedsy the district court =say grant to the

parents of the deceased person reasonable visitation rights

L0
11
12
13
14
15
is
17

22

23

24

25

HB 0088/03

with the mimor child.

{2) Visitation rights granted under this section may
be granted only wupon a finding by the courte after a
hearings that the visitation would be in the best interest
of the childe

{3} This section does not apply if the chile has been
adopted by a person other than a stepparent or a
grandparent. Yisitation rights granted under ¢this section
terminate wupon the adoption of the child by a person other
than a stepparent or a grandparents

Section 3. Section 40-4-21Te MCAy is amended to read:

"40-4~21T. Visitatione (L A parent not granted
custody of the child is entitled to reasonable visitation
rights wunless the court findsy after a hearings that
visitation would endanger seriously the child®s physicals
mentaly, morals or emotional health.

£2) __in__a_ _proceeding for  dissglution of marriage or
legal _separations the courk maya  upon _the _petition of _a
standparents _grapt__reasgoable visitation rights to the
Qragdparent of _the child if the court findss _after a
Deariogs _that _the yisitation would be io the best interest
of _the childs

t2¥{3) The court may modify an order granting or
denying wvisitation rights whenever modification would serve

the best interest of the child; but the court shall not

-2- HB 88
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restrict a pareii’s visitation rights unless it finds that
the visitation would endanger seriously the child's
physicale mentales morale or emotional health.”

-End-~

-3- HB 88



