
N 0. --'-..:.ZL2;c....-, --· 

--· 

HOUSE BILL NO. 74 

INTRODUCED BY GOULD 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

IN THE HOUSE 

January 4, 1979 

January 6, 1979 

January 18, 1979 

January 19, 1979 

January 22, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

January 23, 1979 

February 5, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 9, 1979 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transportation. 

On motion joint rule 6-6 
suspended and sponsor's 
signature allowed to be 
added to Pre-Filed bill. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass and be placed on 
Consent Calendar. 
Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Third Reading Consent Calendar 
passed. 
Transmitted to Second House. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways 
and Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second Reading, concurred in. 

Third Reading, concurred in. 



IN THE HOUSE 

February 10, 1979 Returned from Second House. 
Concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 
Reported correctly enrolled. 
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J!PPSE Bill. NIJu ;u__ 

JNTIUJOIJtED BY ----------· 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAl 

A BILL FDa AN ACT fNTJTLEOI NAN ACT TO ~END SECTIONS 

AND 61-9-205 fO UECREASE THE MINIMUM HEICHf 

llEQUI"PI£fiT f'O!l TAILUMPS AND fiEFt.£CTDRS FROM 20 J!tCHES TO 

15 INtHES TO tOMFORN TO FEDERAL REGULATIONS•• 

DE !r EfriiACTEO BY THE lEGJSlAT\IAE OF TME STAT'E OF IIONJAIUI 

Sectl- 1.. Section 61-9-ZO•h ltCA• Is -ftdod to rNdl 

(lJ 

tr•l1•r• ... ltrall•r• aftd pole trailer and any other vehicle 

~fli(:h Is being drawn •t the ;mel of a train of ,.hlc:ln sr...H 

be equipped with at. least - talll•~~p -.ntect 011 the rur. 

""lch• 'lltHtn light.ttd as herelnbtifore requlrech sh.al! -it • 

reo 1~ght plalniy visible. trac a distance of 500 r .. t to ·the 

rearv prowla.d ~t. In t~ c;as• of a tra'n of ~•~icles ontv 

t:M -tsnl~ Gill ~ ~<aaruost: ftltlclll nelid ac:-tu.Hy bill IIHn 

specifltl!d• _._., such 

Jllboto .. ~!Rnti Q~ wc.hiclee 'Other that~ • . true II tractor .. 

7egi~t~red !~ ~~Is $~~te and aenufactured or esse•b1ed after 

January l• 19~6~ ah~11 be ~qudpped ~ith at l~ast two 

;;.,;illaaps G~Vtmted nn ~:k~ !I"GICl,., "'!lid1 MtiP-n Hglrted as l'l.;orein 

r"=qttii"Oi:~v $hili'; COIIIP1t tlit.?-, '!~:·(! pn;.,t::"iSS.,lt. tJf t:hl:s o~~.oeU.on, 
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(ZJ Every tal11a~ upon ..ary vehicle shall be located 

at a heiyht nf not eore than 72 Inches or less than fe ~ 

Inches. 

C3) Either tallla.p or a separ•t• laep.sha11 be so 

constrwctfll and plJM:e.d as to 111-i~te 111lth a lolhlte ligM 

the rear r~gistratlon plate ~d render It clearly legible 

Any tan !a.p or 

tailla~~e to~ther Mlth ~, separate laap for fllueinatlng 

thv re~ registration platee an•ll be so Mlr4d as to be 

l ijt~Uid llfttene-r lNI t.8dlnp5 or auxlllarr driving 1-.ps 

are llghte11e8 

Sec:Uon z., Secu- 61-... 205• MeAt h -nded to raMI 

•61-9-iOS. Mev ~·~ vehicles -to be equipped with 

reflectors. (11 £¥efJ ~•u aDtor vehJcle hereaftor sold And 

oper•ted upon a highway. othGr ~ a truct trac~or. ~b•11 

carry on the rear. either as a p•r~ of t.na tallla~s ~ 

•eparately9 two red reflectors• •~cept that every aotarcycte 

•nd aotor-drlven cycle 5ha11 carry at least one reflector 

aee'tong U!O reqvifeaocmt.s of ttli s ""'~uon. end ellcept tN!t 

ttehlc:.lGs uf t.no type !11'-l:Atiw..ed 'n u-.,..2il8 shall be erqulpp!MI 

.. 1 th 1·efleo::-tor.s ~'S requln•d 4R et'toao i:<!ctlons ~plirilt>Je 

't~hir.l~ 6~ '* lle:g~-~ ••ot l~ss than tte !! >;,:;.he-. or- s:.oore t;han 

oO lii'K.hQ!l. '"eesoJred 1.1-c. ::.ct f¢c-~h Jn 61·-9-Z£'24ZJ and -.!~~;~n b'> 

-l·· 

INTRODUCED Bill 
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1 of such size and characteristics and so .aunted as to be 

2 visible at night fro• all distances within 300 feet to 50 

3 feet fro• such vehicle when directly in front of l~vful 

It upper bea•s of headla•psw except that visibility fro• a 

5 greater distance +.---hepe+~ •av be required of 

6 reflectors on certain types of vehicles.• 

-End-

-3-
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46th Legislature H8 0074/02 

Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Tranaportatioo 

HOUSE BILL NOo 7~ 

2 INTRODUCED BY GOULD 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAl 

4 

5 A &Ill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT T~ AMEND ~ECTIONS 

b 61-9-204 AND &1-q-205 TO DECREASE THE MINIMUM HEIGHT 

7 REQUIREMENT FOR TAILLAMPS AND REFLECTORS FROM 20 INCHES TO 

6 15 INCHES TO COHFORH TO FEDERAL REGULATIONS.• 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 61-q-20~• MCAt is a.ended to read: 

12 "61-q-204. Tailla~s. (I) Every •otor vehicle, 

l3 trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer and any other vehicle 

14 which is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall 

15 be equipped with at least one tallla~ .ounted on the rear, 

16 which, wnen lighted as hereinbefore required, shall e~lt a 

l7 rea light plainly visible fro• a distance of 500 feet to the 

~6 rear, provided that in the case of a train of vehicles only 

19 the taillamp on the rearr.o~t vehicle need actually be ~een 

.!0 fro'll the distance specified. Further, ever 'I such 

21 above-mentioned vehicle, other than a truck tf"actor, 

22 ,.egistered in this state and •anufactured or asse•bled after 

£3 January lo l95oo shall be equipped with at lea~t two 

.24 taillamps •ounted on the rea,., which when lighted as herein 

25 f"equired, shall comply with the provisions of this section. 
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Ill Every tailla•p upon eve,.y vehicle shall be located 

at a height of not more than 72 inches or less than ~e ~ 

inches. 

ll) Either taillamp or a separate la•p shall be so 

constructed and placed a~ to 111u•inate with a white light 

the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible 

fro• a distance of 50 feet to the rear. Any tailla~ or 

tailla~~· together with any separate la~ for illu•lnating 

the rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to be 

lighted whenever the headla•ps or auxiliary driving la~s 

are lighted.• 

Section 2. Se~tion ol-9-ZOSo MCAt is aeended to read: 

•bl-9-20S. New •otor vehicle$ to be equipped with 

reflectors. llJ Every new .otor vehicle hereafter sold and 

operated upon a highway, other than a truck tractor, shall 

c.arry on the rear, either as a part of the tallla•ps or 

separately, two red reflectors, except that every .otorcycle 

and •otor-driven cycle shall carry at least one reflector 

•eetin~ the require•ents of this section, and except that 

vehicles of the type mentioned in 61-9-208 shall b"e equipped 

~ith reflectors as required in those sections applicable 

thereto. 

(2) ~very ~uch reflector shall be eounted on the 

vehicle at a height not les~ than ~eli inches or ~ore than 

60 inches neasured as set forth in 61-q-20Z(2) and shall be 

-2- CONSENT CALENDAR H8 71t 
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1 of such size and characteristics and so .ounted as to be 

2 vtsible at night fro• atl distances within 300 feet to 50 

3 feet fr0111 such vehicle when directly in front of .1-ful 

lo upper beaes of headlaepso except that visibility fro• a 

S gr-ter dht•nc• +s---he-+otef·-el' ~..II& required of 

6 reflectors on certain types of vehicles.• 

-End-

-3- · HB 14 

... 
~l •.· ~ • ~ 



46th legislature H8 0074/03 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

ll 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE Sill NOe 74 

INTRODUCED BY GOULD 

BY REQUEST Of THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

01-9-204 AND bl-9-205 TO DECREASE THE MINIMUM HEIGHT 

REQUIREMENT FOR TAILLAMPS AND REFLECTORS FROM 20 INCHES TO 

15 INCHES TO CONFORM TO FEDERAL REGULATIONS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section bl-9-204, MCA, is a-ended to read: 

"61-9-204. Tailla.ps. (lJ Every IIOtOr vehicle, 

troiler, semitrailer, and pole trailer and any other vehicle 

which is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall 

be equipped with at least one tailla~ aounted on the rear, 

which, when lighted as hereinbefore required, shall e•it a 

red light plainly visible fro• a distance of 500 feet to the 

rear, provided that in the case of a train of vehicles only 

the tailla•p on the rear•ost vehicle need actually be seen 

from the distance specified. Further, every such 

abvve-mentioned vehicle• other than a truck tractor, 

registered in this state and •anufactured or assembled after 

January 1, 1956, shall be equipped with at least two 

t~illamps mounted on the rear, which when liqhted as herein 

required, Sh311 compl~ with the provisions of this section. 
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(21 Every taillaap upon every vehicle shall be located 

at a height of not •ore than TZ inches or less than ~e 12 

inches. 

tlt Either tatllaBP or a separate la.p shall be so 

constructed and placed as to illueinate with a vhlte light 

the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible 

froe a distance of so feet to the rear. Any taillaep or 

tailla.ps, together with any separate la~ for illueinating 

the rear registration plate• shall be so vlred as to be 

lighted whenever the headlaeps or auxiliary driving laeps 

are lighted.• 

Section z. Section 61-9-205, MCA, is aeended to read: 

•61-9-205. New aotor vehicles to be equipped vlth 

reflectors. (1) Every new •otor vehicle hereafter sold and 

operated upon a highway, other than a truck tractor• shall 

carry on the rear, either as a part of the taillaeps or 

separately, two red ref'ectors, except that every •otorcycle 

and •otor-driven cycle shall carry at least one reflector 

eeeting the require•ents of this section, and except that 

vehicles of the type ~entioned in 61-9-208 shall be equipped 

with reflectors as required in those sections applicable 

thereto. 

(2) Every such reflector shall be mounted on the 

v<>hic.le at. a heiqht not less than ~e ~ inches or more than 

bO incnes ~easured as set forth in 61-9-202(2) and shall be 

-2- ~ 74 HOUSE CONSENT CALENDAR 
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1 of such size and characteristics and so .ounted as to be 

Z visible at niqht fro• all distances ~ithin 300 feet to 50 

3 feet fra. such vehicle ~hen directly in front of la~ful 

~ upper bea•s of headlaMpso except that visibility fro• a 

5 greater distance +•---~re+~~t~ required of 

b reflectors on certain types of vehicles.• 

-fnd-
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