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January 4, 1979 Introduced and referred to
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_HOUSE  BILL NO. _36__
INTRODUCED BY _DUSSAULT

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FODR A
POSTSECGNDARY VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL DISTRICT SYSTEM UNDER THE
BOARD OF REGENTS AND TRANSFERRING POSTSECOMDARY
YOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL CENTER FACILITIES AND LANDS O
POSTSECONDARY VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL DISTRICT BOARDS OF
TRUSTEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-10le 20-2-121s 20-3-106s
20~-3-324y 20-6-5014y 20-7-302+ 20~-7-303y 20-7-314, 20-T7-322¢
20-1-T02y 20-7-704y 20-7-T05+ AND 20-9-212» MCAS AND
REPEALING SECTIONS 20-T-311s 20-7-312¢ 20-T7-313, 20-7-323,

20-T-324¢ 20-T-325s 20-T-3324 AND 20-T-333, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

MEW SECTIONe Section l. Definitionss As used in
fTitle 20s chapter Ty part 3]s unless the context cleariy
indicates otherwises the following definitions apply:

(1) “Board" means the governing board of a
vocational-technical districte

12} *Center™ wmeans a school operated by a district
board and used principally for the provision of
postsecondary vocational-technical education to persons who

qualify as postsecondary vocatienal-technical students.
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(3) "Coordinator®” means the administrative coordinator
for vocational-technical districts appointed by the board of
regentse

{4} *“Director™ seans the administrative director of a
center appointed by the boarde

{5) "District™ weans a vocational-technical district
established pursuant to [section 33].

MEM _SECTII(OMs Section 2. District name. A district
shall be known as “The Vocational-Technical District of
evwess MONtana%.

BEM _SECTIDNe Section 3. Supervision by regentse

‘Districts are under the supervision of the regents. The

regents shall:

{1} supervise districts in accordance with the
provisions of this section and [section 5]

{2) appoint a coordimator of districts and request
legislative appropriations for the operation of his office;

{3) formulate and put into effect uniform policies as
to budgetings recordkeepinges and student accounting;

(4} establish wminimum entrance requirements and
approve curricular offerings for all centers:

(5) establish minimum qualifications of directorse
facultye and staff;

(6} direct each district to seek accreditation from 2

recognized accrediting association; and
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{1) call an emctions determine the results of the
etectione and erder and implewment the organization of o
districte

Wh SELTIPN. Section 4« Pecuniary interest —— letting
contractse (1} It is unlawful for any district trustee to:

{a) have any pecuniary interests either directly or
indirectlyy in the srection of any wvocatienal—-technical
building in his district or in furnishing or repairing it;

(b} be in any sammer connected with the furnishing of
supplies for the maintenance of the center; or

{c) to receive or accept any compensation or reward
for services rendered as trustees except as herein provideds

(2) UuUntess the amount involved is less than 32,000, no
board of trustees way let any contract for buildings
furnishingy repairings or other work or supplies for the
benefit of the district without calling for bids to perform
the work or furnish the supplies and without first
advertising once each week for at least 2 weeks in a
newspaper published in each county wherein the area of the
district lies. Whenever advertising i< requireds the board
shall award the contract to the lowest responsible bidder.
Howevery the board say reject any oid.

MNEW SECTION. Section Se. Courses of instruction -—-
tuition and fees. (1) A district shall provide instruction

in wvocationdl and adult educations subject to the approwasl
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of the regents. The board of =2 district way. in their
discretion wmd upon Fppriwadl by e rewentee proscribe:

(-a) tuition rates for in—district whudent sy
out-of~district students who ere residents of the state of

Horrtanasy  and students Who sre not residents of the -state of

{b) wmatriculation charges; and

{c} incigental feesy including building Feesy for
students attending the center.

{2} In additiens the board may prescribe such other
fees as it censiders necessary to malmtain coursess taking
into consideration other fuends that way be -aveilable under
Taw for the support of such Courses.

(3) Any resigent of a district in the state way enrol)
in any program or coudrse maintained or conducted by another
district upon the same terms and conditions as a district
residenty regerdbess of the district of his residence.

NMEN _SECTION,. Section 6. Retirement system for
teacher- and =wwmployeess (1) The “emachers of a3 district are
subject to and eligible for the henefits of HAhe teachers®
retirement sygtem provided by Y.

{2) The wesployees nf - district not eligible for
teachers® -atirement system henefits are subject to and
eligible €nr the public employees® retiresent system

orovided hy Vawm.
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NEM SECTIDNe Section Te Baccalaureate degrees not to
be granteds A district is prohibited from granting
baccataureate degreese.

NEW SECTIONe Section 8. Acceptance of donationse The
boards on behalf of the districts may accept giftsy
legaciess and devisess subject to any valio condition
imposed by the donor or testatore.

NEW SECTIONe Section 9. Requirements for organization
of districte The reqistered electors in any area of the
state may request an election for the organization of a
district if the proposed district conforms to the following
requirements:

{1y The proposed area coincides with the then-existing
boundaries of contiguous elementary districts of one or more
countiese

{2) The taxable value of the proposed area is at least
$45 millione

{3) There are at least 700 pupils reguiariy enrolled
in public and private high schools located in the propeosed
areas

NEMW SECTIOMNe Section 10. Petition for organization of
districts When the area of a proposed district satisfies the
specified requirementss the registered electors of the area
may petition the regents to c¢all an election for the

organization of a districte The petition must be signed by

e
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at Jeast 20X of the registered electors within each county

or part of a2 county included in the area of the proposed

districte
NEN SECTIONe Section 1le Call of district
organization election -- proposition statements. (1) A

petition for the organization of a district shall be
presented to the regentss The regents shall examine the
petition to determine if the petition satisfies +the
petitioning and district organizational requirementse

(2) 1If the regents determine that the petition

satisfies such requirementss the regents shall order the

-ele-entary districts encompassed by the proposed district to

conguct an election on the district organization
propositione The clection shall be held on the next
succeeding regular school election days except that an
election required by a petition received by the regents less
than 60 days before the regular school election day shall be
held at the regular scheol election in the following school
fiscal yeare.

(3) At the election the proposition wmust be in

substantially the following form:

PROPOSITION

Shall there be organized within the area comprising the

school districts of eses (elementary districts shall be

—&-
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listed by countyl}s State of Montamas a vocational-technical
district for the offering of 1l3th~ and l4th-year coursese to
be known as the Vocational-Technical District of eseaes
Montanaes under the provisions of the laws authorizing
vocational-technical districts in Montanas as prayed in the
petition filed with the Board of Regents at Helenay Montanae

on the eese day Of ceesr 1T0ee?

E] FOR organization
[:] AGAINST organization
MEM SECTIONs Section L2 Election of trustees -_
districts from which elected - terms of office. (1) The
regents shall provide for the election of trustees of the
proposed district at the election held for the approwval of
its organization. Seven trustees shall be elected at large.
Howevers if there is in the proposed district onc or more
high school districts or part of a high school district each
with more than 43X and not wmore than 503 of the total
population of the proposed districts as determined by the
Tast censuse each such districc or part of district shall
elect three trustees and the remaining trustees shall be
elected at large from the remainder of the proposed
vocational-technical districts If any high school district
or part of a high school distrect has eore than 50X of the
population of the proposed districtes four trustees shall be
elected from the high schoot! tistr-ct or gar- of +pe Hish
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school district amd three trustees at large feom the
remainder of tihwe propeosed districte

(2) If the trustees are elacted at large throughout
the entire proposed districts the three receiving the
greatest number of votes shall be elected for a tera of 3
years: the two receiving the next greatest number of votes.
for a term of 2 vyears: and the two receiving the next
greatest number of votess for a term of 1 yeare If the
trustees are elected in any manner other than at largee the
trustees elected shall determine by lot the three who are to
serve for 3 yearss the two who are to serwe for 2 yearss 2nd
the two who are to serve for 1 year. Thereafter. all
trustees elected shall serve for terms of 3 years eachs

NEM _SECTIONe Section 13. Call for nominations of
trustee candidates noticee (1) A call for nominations of
trustee candidates for the proposed district shall be made
by the regentsa

{2) Notice of the <call for nominations must be
published ‘n at least one newspaper of general circulatian
in each county or any portion ~f 3 county included in the
proposed district ance a week fnr 3 -onsecutive weekss the
last insertior to be npo les< than % wesks prior to the date
of the elartion. The notice shall describe the geographical
compositir~ of the wembership of the poard of trusteess the

nomination procedure. and the nronosal for the oraanization
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of a districte

NEW_SELTIONe Section 14 Nomination of candidates —
provision of sample ballote {1) Nominations of candidates
for the trustee positions must be filed with the regents at
least 30 days prior to the date of the elections Any five
qualified electors may file nominations of as wmany persons
as are to be elected to the board of the proposed district
from their respective trustee election arease.

{2) The regents shall provide the trustees of each
district ordered to conduct the district organization
election with a sample of the ballot for the election of the
boarde The sample ballot shall be vreproduced by the
trustees in a sufficient number to be used as the trustee
election ballots

MNEMW SECTION, Section 15. Notice of organization
election. Notice of the district organization election and
the accompanying election of a board for the proposed
district must be given by the regents by publication in at
least one newspaper of general circulation in each county or
any portion of a county included in the proposed districty
once a week for 3 consecutive weeksy the last insertion to
be no more than 1 week prior to the date of the election.

NEM SECTION, Section 16« Conduct of electione The
election for the organization of the district and the

election of trustees for the district shall be conducteds in
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accordance with the school election lawse by the trustees of
the elementary districts ordered to call the election. The
cost of conducting the election shall be borne by those
districtse

NERW SECTION. Section 1Te Uetermination of approval or
disapproval of proposition -- subsequent procedures if
approveds (1) To carrye the proposal to organize the
district must receive a majority of the total number of
votes casts The coordinator shall certify the results of the
election to the regentss Approval for the organization of a

new district wmay be given by the 1legislature in its

‘discretions acting upon the recommendation of the regentses

If the certificate of the coordinator shows that the
proposition to organize the proposed district has received a
majority of +the votes cast in each county within the
proposed districts the regents shall:

{1} order the district organized and file a copy of
the order in the office of the county clerk and recorder in
each county in which a portion of the new district is
located;

{2} determine which candidates have been elected
trusteese. If the proposition to organize the district fails
to receive a majority of the votes castes no tabulation may
be made to determine the candidates €lected trustees; ond

{3) HWithin 30 days of the date of the organization
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orders the regents shall call and set a date for an
organization meeting of the board and shall notify the duly
elected trustees of their wmembership and of the organization
meetinge Such notification shall designate a temporary
chairman and secretary for the purposes Qf organizatione

MEW SECTION,. Section 1B« JQuatification and
organization of boarde Newly elected members of the board
shall qualify by taking the oath of office prescribed by the
constitution of Montanas At the organization meeting called
by the regentse the board shall be organized by the election
of a president and vice-president and a secretarye The
secretary is not required to be a member of the boarde The
treasurer of ¢the district is the county treasurer of the
county in which the center Is located.

NEW SECTIONg Section 19« Election of trustees after
orqani zation of districte (1) After organizations the
registered electors of the district shall vote for trustees
on the first Tuesday in Aprile Such elections shall be
conducted by the component elementary school districts
within the district upon the order of the boarde. The order
shall be transmitted to the appropriate trustees aot less
than 40 days prior to the first Tuesday in Aprile

{2) Notice of the trustee election shall be given by
the board by publication in one or wsore newspapers of

qgeneral circulation within each countye not less than once a

-11-

10

11

12

13

1e

15

16

17

18

19

20

F4%

22

23

24

25

LC DoT2/01

week for 2 consecutive weekss the tast insertion to be no
more than 1 week prior to the date of the electione This
notice requirement is in addition to the election notice to
be given by the trustees of the component elementary
districts under the school election lawse

(3) If trustees are elected other than at 1large
throughout the entire districty only those qualified wvoters
within the area from which the trustee or trustees are to be
elected may cast their ballots for the trustee or trustees
from that areae All candidates for the office of trustee
shall file their declarations of candidacy with the
secretary of the board not less than 30 days prior to the
date of the electione. If an electronic voting system or
voting machines are not used in the cowmponent elementary
school district or districts which conduct the elections the
board wmust cause ballots to be printed and distributed for
the polling places in such component districts at the
expense of the vocaticnal-technical districts but in all
other respects the elections shall be conducted in
accordance with the school election lawse

(%) AN} costs incident to election of the
vocational-technical trustees shall be borne by the
districts including one-half of the compensation of the
judges for the school elections. Howevers if the election of

the district trustees is the only election conducteds the
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district shall cowmpensate the elementary district for the
total cost of the election.

NEM SECTIONe Section 20e. Tabulatione declaration, and
certification of elected trustees. When the board has
received all the certified results of the election from the
component elementary districtses the then-qualified members
of the board of the district shall:

f1) tabulate the results received;

(2} declare and certify the candidate or candidates
receiving the greatest number of votes to be elected to the
position or positions to be filled; and

{3) declare and certify to the regents the results of
the votes cast on any proposition relating to the district
presented at such electiona.

NEW SECTIONa Section 2l. Vacancy of trustee positione
Any wvacancy of a trustee position shall be filled by
appointment by a majority vote of the remaining trustees,
and the person appointed shall hold office until the next
regular school election day when a trustee shall be elected
for the remainder of the unexpired terme

NEW SECTION. Section 22. Board of trustees -—
meetingss quorumes travel reimbursements and seals (1} The
board shall hold monthly meetings within the district on a
day of the month set by the trusteess The president and

secretary of the board or a majority of the board may call
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special meetings of the board at any time and place within
the district if in their judgment necessity requires its The
secretary of the boord must give each wmember a 43-hour
written notice of all special meetings.

{2) A majority of the board constitutes a quorum for
the transaction of businesss except that no contract may he
lety teacher employed or dismissedy or bil1 approved unless
3 majority of the total board membership votes in favor of
such actione

(3} A member of the board is entitled to receive

mileage a5 provided for in 2-18-503 for the distance

'actually and necessarily traveled between the place of the

weeting and his place of residencee He may receive mileage
for only one such round trip per meeting daye

{4} The board shall keep a common seal with which to
attest its official actse

MNEW SECYJONe Section 23e General controle. Subject to
supervision by the regentsy the board has general control of
the districte.

NEW SECTION. Section 24« Powers and duties of
trusteese. Subject to supervision by the regentss the
trustees of a district shalls

{1) adopt rules for the government and administration
of the district;

12) grant certificates and deqrees to the graduates of
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the ceater;

(3) Rmeep a record of its proceedings;

t4) when not otherwise provided by laws control all
bhookss recordse buildingse grounds, and other preoperty of
the district;

{S) (2) receive and accept from any governsental or
private entity or persen 211 msoney and other gproperty that
the district is ontitled to receive or accept; and

{b) wuse the property for the specific purpose of the
entitlements grants or donation;

(6) generally control all receipts and disbursements
of the district;

(7) appoint and dismiss a director and faculty for the
centers appoint and dismiss any other necessary officersy
agentse and employeese fin their compensations and set the
terms and conditions of their employment;

(8) administer the tuition preoevision and otherwise
govern the students of the district:

(9} call and conduct the elections of the district in
accordance with the school electicn chapter of this title;

{10) participate in the teachers® retirement system of
the state of Mentana in accordance with the provisions of
Title 19+ chapter 43

{11) participate in district boundary change actions in

accordance with the provisions of the district organization
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chapter of this title; and

{12) enter invo contracts with school districts when
consistent with the powers and duties proviésd for by this
sect iofe

i SECTION, Section 25. Anaexation of territery to
districte (1) Whemever 10% of the registered electors of an
eleseatary district or districts of one county petition the
board for anmexation of the territory encompassed in such
elementary school districts, the board shall erder an
annexation election in the area defined by the petition. The
election shall be ordered within 60 days of the receipt of
the petition.

(2) The election shall be conducted in the proposed
area for amnaxation in accerdance with the requirements of
the district eoraganization election. except that the board
shall perform the requirements of the beard of regenats and
there may mot be an election of the beard.

t3) The propositieon on the ballot shall be as follows:

Shall  s$chool diStricts eeee e anaexed to and become o

part of the Vocational-techiical District of eessr Montanc:

‘ I FOR asmexation

E} AGAINST apmexation

t4) To carryy the proposal to ammex sust receive a
d@jo oy TP e FELES g - ace p* CF

~16
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the certified results of the election from the elementary
districts encompassed in the proposed area to be annexede
the board shall canvass the vote and declare the results of
the electione If the annexation proposition carriese a
certified copy of the canvassing resolution shall be filed
in the office of the county clerk and recorder of the county
encompassing the area to be annexeds and upon such filinge
the area to be annexed becomes 3 part of the districtes

NEW SECTIONe Section 26« Sources of financing for and
types of capital expenditurese {i) The board of a district
may:

{a) builde enlarges alters repairs or acquire by
purchase school buildings and dormitories;

{b} furnish and equip such buildings;

{c})} purchase sites for such buildings;

{d) issuey refunds sells budgety and redeem the bonds
of the district in accordance with the provisions of the
bonds chapter of this title.

{2} The board may borrow money for the purposes of
this section and may repay oblinations from the various
revenues of the districte

NEHW SECTIONe Section 27 Budget - approvale The
board shall adopt an annual operating fund budget for the
general maintenance and operation of the districte The

budget shall be submitted to the regents for their approval,
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with or without adjustmente The budget approved by the
regents shall be the budget of the district submitted to the
budget officer of the statee

NiM SECTICNes Section 2Be. Financing budget. (1) The
annual operating budget of a district shall be financed at a
65:35 state-to-local ratio as defined by the regentss in the
order enumerated below:

{a) the estimated revenue to be realized from student
tuition and fees as approved by the boarde

(b} a mandatory mill levy on the district that when

combined with subsection (1)({a) of this section will provide

"35% of the annual budget approved by the regents;

{c} the total of the revenues expressed in subsections
f1){a) and {l)(db}Y shall be subtracted from the annua?l
operating budget amount as approved by the regentse. The
amount of the difference shall be financed by a state
appropriation for the purpose of financing districts in an
amount of 65%.

{2) If the state cannot fund the districts at 65X of
the regents® recommended budgets the state shall permit the
districts to raise the additional funds under [section 30}

NEW SELTIUNG Section 2%« Adult education tax levys A
vocational-technical district shall be considered a district
for the purposes of adult education and under the provisions

for adult education may levy 2 1-mill tax for the support of
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its adwlt oducation program if the superintendent of public
instruction approves such programe

NEM. SELTION. Section 30. Additional levy proposition
-— subwmission to electorss The board may elect to adopt an
opersting fund budget in excess of the budget funded by the
legisiatures If tire board proposes such a budgets it shall
submit an additional levy proposition to the electors of the
districts The additional levy proposition shall be submitted
to the electorate in accordance with general school election
Tawse

NEM SECTIONg Section 31. Tax levys On the second
Monday of Augusts the board of county commissioners of any
county where a district is located shall fix and levy a tax
on all the real and personal property within the district at
the rate required to finance the wmandatory ®ill levy
prescribed by [section 28(1)(b}) plus any approved
additional levy. Whenever a district has territory in wore
than one countys the board of county comaissioners of each
county shall fix and levy its pro rata share of the district
tax on all the real and personal property of the district
situated in its countys.

HEW SECTIONe Section 32 Deposit of wmoney. District
money shall be deposited with the county treasurer of the
county where the center is located or with other

depositorics approved by the regents.
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NEM SELYION, Séection 33s Districts enumerateds
Notwithstanding the provisions of [sectiions ¢ tHrough 117
districts are estoblisted as follows:

(1) The first district is conterminous with the
currenrt boundaries of Wigh school district 2 of Yellbwstone
County.

(2) The secomd district is conterwinous with the
current beundaries of school district 1 of Silver Bow
Courtys

{3) The ¢third district is conterwinous with the
current boundaries of high school district "A® of Cascade
Countys

(%) The fourth district is conterwinmous with the
current boundaries of high school district 1 of Lewis and
Clark Countys

(57 The Ffifth district is conterminoss with the
current bouwdaries of Missouls County high school district.

SEfl. SECTIOR: Section 34. District board etectionse.
The regents shall call for and conduct district trustee
elections in the districts enumerated in [section 33] within
60 days of Joly 1y 1979. The zrustze elections shall be
comndocted in  ccordance with the appropriate provisions of
[sections 12 through 171.

NEW SELTION, Section 35. when interest in assets

nhteined for nostsecnndary vocational z~4:cational purposes

20-
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by school districts to pass -— procedure -~ appealse (1)}
Title to and all interest in real estate and all other
assetsys including but not timited to assignable contractss
cashs deposits in county funds (including any interest or
premiums thereon)s equipments buildingse facilitiess and
appurtenances thereto held as of July ly 1979¢ by or for a
local school district and obtained identifiably With
federaly states or local funds appropriated for
postsecondary vocational education purposes or used or
obtained with funds budgeted for postsecondary vocational
education purposes or used or obtained primarily for
postsecondary vocational education purposes vestss on the
date on which the first board of each district takes offices
in the respective board of the districte

{2) Assets used primarily for postsecondary vocational
education purposes include but are not limited to a1l assets
currently held by local school districts that have been used
for postsecondary vocational education purposes on an
average of at least 75X of the time during the school year
1977-1978 ore if acquired subsequent to July 1ls 1978y since
its time of acquisitione

{3} For the purposes of this section and to facilitate
the process of allocating the assetss the board of trustees
of each local school district in which a center is located

and the director of each center shall each submit to the
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qgovernors within 60 days after July ls 1979 an inventory
listing all real estater personal propertys and other
assetsy held by a local school district whiches under the
critaria of this sections will become assets of the
districte

{4) The ultimate decision and approval with respect to
the allocation and disposition of the assets under this
section shall be made by the governor or an advisory
committee appointed by him for that purposee

NEM_SELTION. Section 36e Transfer of bonded

indebtednesss. When a local school district has contracted to

'redee- general obligation bonds used for the construction or

acquisition of facilities that are now to be under the
administrations controly and occupancy of the district
boardy the district board is responsible for redeewming the
bonds in accordance with the provisions of the bonds.

NEW SECTIONe Section 37« Transfer of fundse A1l cashe
fundse accountse or deposits obtained or raised by a local
school district to pay for indebtednessy bonded or
otherwises contracted on or before July 1ls 1979y for
postsecondary wvocational education purposes are transferred
to and constitute an asset of the respective district.

NEW SECTIIONs Section 38« Records and pending business
of agencies transferrede All bookses paperse mapss chartse

planss and records in the possession of an existing
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department. state boards state officery or %ocat school
district beard affected by this [act]) or any officer or
member thereof and pending business in any way pertaining to
the previous powers and duties of such departments state
boards state officeres or tocal school district hoard shall
be delivered and transferred to the adainistrative and
executive head of the appropriate departauents state boarde
state officery or district board described in this [act]e.
In al1l cases where any question arises as to the proper
custody of any such bookss paperse mapsy chartss planss
recordse and pending businessy the governor shall settle the
disputes

NEM SECT]IONe Section 39. Reports required by law to
be performed by successor agenciese. All reports required by
Yaw to be made by any existing departaments State boardes
state officere or local school district board affected by
this [act}] shall hereafter be wsade by the executive and
administrative head of the appropriate department, state
boarde state officere or district board described in this
[act Je

NEW SECTION, Section 40« Performance of powers and
duties durinyg transitional period. Notwithstanding any other
provision of laws during the transitional period between
July 1y 1979s and the time when the respective dgistrict

boards have been elected and orqanizeds the powers conferred
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and duties imposed upon an existing departments State boarde
state officery or local school district bosrd affected by
this [act] shall continue to be performed and the necessary
disbursementses 3llotmentss and apportionments of state funds
in connection tharewith shnall continue to pe made as if this
[act] had not been eractaoda

NEM SECTION. Sect:. o ies Proceediras saved -
complietions AJl petitionss hearingse and other proceedings
pending before any axisting departmenty state boards state
officere or local school district board affected by this
[act] and al) prosecutionsy legal or other proceedingss and
investigations begun by any such departments state boards.
state officery or 1local school districi board and not
completed by July 1. 1979, shall continue and remain in
effect notwithstanding the passage of thi< {act] and may br
completed before or by the departmente state hoardy state
officers or district board which succeeds to any of the
nowers and duties nf such deparrmentsy state bnardy state
officere or local school district boarda

MEH _SELIIONs Section 42. Regulations saved -
effective until revoked or modifiede A1l orders and rulte-
relating to postsecondary vor-gtional education made by anv
existing departments state board. state officers or local
school district bnard affected by this [act] shall remein in

full force and effect until revoked or modified in

-4
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accordance with law by the departments state boarde state
officers or district board which succeeds to any of the
powers and duties of such existing departments state boarde
state officers or local school district board.

NEW SECTIQONe Section 43« Teachers and other employees
to continue performing usual dutiese A1l postsecondary
vocational-technical teachers and other emnloyees of an
existing local school district beard affected by this [act])
shall continue to perfaors their usual duties upon the same
terms and conditions as heretoforee until removerd or
appointed to positions in accordance with the provisions of
[section 241.

NEW _SECIIONe Section 44« Contracts and obligations
saveds AlY existing contracts and obligations of an existing
departwents state boarde state officers or local school
district board affected by this {act] shall remain in effect
and shall bpe performed by the respective departments state
boarde state officery or district board which succeeds to
any of the powers and duties of such departments state
boards state cofficers or Yocal school district board.

NEW SECTIONe Section 45 Contracts and obligations of
school districts for postsecondary vocational education
facilitiese (1} Untii the district board has actually
assumed the duties and responsibilities of the

administrations managements or development of existing or
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authorized postsecondary vocational education facilitiesy
those duties and responsibilities shall continmue to be
discharged by the local school! district board operating or
developing such pestsecondary vocational education
facilities prior to July ls 1979.

{2) Where contracts have hbeen let prior to July 1s
1979y by a local school district board pursuant to present
law for the purpose of acquisitions constructions repdire or
acdification of an existing postsecondary vocational
education facilitys such projects shall be completed under
the administration of the 1local school district boards
superintendent of public instructions and/or the board of
public eaucations and payments thereto shall be wmade from
such funds as are allocated theretoe.

NEYW SCLTICN. Section 46. Postsecondary vocatianal
education fund 2le. A1l funds remaining to the c¢redit of
postsecondary vocational education fund 21 shall be
disbursed in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-323 and
20~T-32% wuntil the new district board is elected and
qualifiede Thereafters such funds shall be +transferred to
the respective district boarde

NEW SECTIUMNs Section #7. Sharing of single facility
by postsecondary vocational-technical programe (1) Wheneverys
prior to July le 1979 the use of a single building facility

is being shared between an existing postsecondary vocationat

~26—
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education program and a K-12 programs use of the facility
shall continue to be shared wuntil such time as it is
convenient to remove one of the two programs to another
faciltitys The determination of coavenience shall be based
solely upon the best interests of the students involved.

(2) Whenever a district board and a local school
district board are sharing the use of 3 single facilitys the
program occupying the wmajority of the space of such
facilitys exclusive of space wutilized equally by both,
determines which board will be charged with the
administration and control of such facility. The
determination of occupancy shall be based upon the space
occupied as of Januvary 1le 1979

(3) The board that is charged with the adeinistration
and control of such facility may share expenses with the
other board for the use of the facilitye

{#) [[n the event that the two boards are unable to
agree wupon which board is to administer and control the
facitity or vpon a fair share of expenses for the use of the
facilityse the governor shall appoint an arbitrator to settle
the matters The decisions of the arbitrator are fipal and
binding upon both boardse. The expenses of the arbitration
shall be divided equally between the boards.

MEW SECTION. Section 48. Agreements for use of

services or facilitiess The district boards and the local
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school district boards may enter into agreements for the use
by either of the other®s servicesy facilitiess or equipment
and for the presentation of courses of either for students
of the other whenever such agreements are considered to De
in the best educational interests of the students involved.

NEW SELTIONs Section 49 Construction of [actl when
part thereof in conflict with federal requirements. If any
part of this [act] is found to be in conflict with federal
requiremsents that are a condition precedent to the
allocation of federal funds to the states such conflicting
part of this ([act] is inoperative soleiy to the extent of
such conflicts and such finding does not affect the
operation of the remainder of this [act].

Section 50. Section 20-1-101e MCAs is amended to read:

"20-1-101e Definitionse As used in this titley unless
the context clearly indicates otherwises the following
definitions apply:

{1) ™Agricultural experiment station™ means the
aqricultural experiment station established at Montana state
universitys

{2} *®"Average number belonging™ or "ANB™ shall mean the
average number of regularty enrolleds full-time pupils
attending the public schools of a districte

{3) *"The board of public education®™ is the board

created by Article Xy section 9 subsection (3)2 of the 1972

-28~
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Montana constitution and 2-15-1507.

{4) ™“Board of regents™ means the board of regents of
higher education created by Article Xs section 9 subsection
{2)e of the 1972 Montana constitution and 2-15-1505.

{5) *™Commissioner® mwmeans the commissioner of higher
education created by Article Xe section 9y subsection (2)a
of the 1972 Montana constitution and 2-15-1506.

{6} ™County superintendent®™ means the county
government official who is the school officer of the county.

{7) "District superintendent® wmeans any person who
holds a walid class 3 Montana teacher certificate with &
superintendent®s endorsement that has been issued by the
superintendent of public instruction under the provisions of
this title and the policies adopted by the board of public
education and who has been employed by a district as a
district superintendent.

{8) “Postsecondary vocational-technical center™ mseans
a school used principally for the provision of postsecondary
vocational-technical education to persons who quatify as
postsecondary vocational-technical pupilss Fhese-centers-are
designated——by——the-board-of-pubiic-educstion-vpen—direction
by—the-tegistetures All other public or private schools are

hereby prohibited from using this title.

{9) ™Postsecondary vocational-technical education™
means vocational-technical education of postsecondary
-29-
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vocational-technical pupils which is conducted by a
postsecondary vocational-technical ecenter Jistrict or other
programs as designated by the board of public-educotion
regents. Postsecondary vocational-technical education shall
include the 13th and 14th year and beyond but will not
incliude work toward a baccalaureate degrees

(10) "Postsecondary vocatiocnal-technical pupi¥®™ means a
person who has completed or left schooly is at Veast 16
years of ages and is available for study in preparation for

entering the labor markete for reentering the labor markete

or for employment stability or advancement in employmente

(1) "Principal™ means any person who holds a wvalid
class 3 Montana teacher certificate with an applicable
principal®s endorsement that has been issued by the
superintendent of public instruction under the provisions of
this title and the policies adopted by the board of public
education and who has been employed by a district as a
principales For the purposes of this titles any reference to
a teacher shall be construed as including a principales as
herein defined.

{12) "Pupil® means any child who is 6 years of age or
clder but has not yet reached his 21st birthday and who is
enrolled in a school established and maintained under the
laws of the state of Montana at public expenses

{13) %"Pupil instruction® means the conduct of organized
g9

-30-
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iwtruction: of pupils enro¥led in pablic schachs while under
the supervwision of a teacher.

%) "egents” means the board of regants of higher
eduCatione

(I5) *School food services” weans a service of
providing foud for the pupits of & district on a nonprofit
basis and shall imclese any food service financially
assisted through funds or cowmwodities prowvided by the United
States governmente

{16) "The state beard of education® is the Dboard
composed of the board of public education and the board of
regents as specified In Article Xs section 9 subsection (1)
of the 1972 Montana constitutions

{IT} "State university™ means thre Montana state
universityy becated at BoZemans

(¥B) "Superintendent of public instruction™ seans that
state government official designoted as & wmember of the
executive branch by the constitution of Momtana.

{19) "System™ means the Momtana university systom.

{20) "Teacher™ means any personsy except a district
superintendents who holds a valid Montana teacher
certificate thot has been issued by the superintendent of
public instruction under the provisiens of this title and
the policies adopted by the board of public educatiem and

who is ewployed by a district as a mwewmbher of 125
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structioned: super

Yo or adwminisbtretive staff. This
deffinri:ticon of a teacher sivabil sleo wohude any  panson for
whom an emergsncy authorizetion of employment of such persom

has been i d it e p E- of Z0—4—1lile

(2T) "Tentbonk”® eseans a book or wmarwal used a5 a
pr mcipe]l source of study material for a qiven class or
group of studentsSe

221 "hextbook dealer® WEINGE Y pPartys CORDPBNYs
corporations or other orgenization sellings offering to
se¥ly or offering for adoption textbooks to districts in the
state of MontaInd.

tZF) "Frustees” seans the gowerning board of a
districte

%) “uni uy”
kocated at Missoula.

the umriversity of Montanas

(2%) "veocationadl education™ mesns the iastruction to
prepare or kaprowe the pupil for gainful ewmployment that
does At pequire a baccalaureabe or higher degree. Thirc
def inition of wecatironal educotion ghall include gquidance
and prevac ok honale rel ateds or techmicad  instructien
mecCessSary to prepare the pupidil for further wvocationa?
educatien ar for emtry into employpment.”

Sectien Sle Section Z20-2-171. HWChe s amended to read:s

=20-2—L2l. PBoard of public education —— powers and

dut ies. Fhe board of public education shall:

~32-
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{1} effect an orderly and uniform system for teacher
certification and for the issuance of an emergency
authorization of employment by adopting the policies
prescribed by 20-4-102 and 20-4-1113

{2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher
certificates and appeals from the denial of teacher
certification in accordance with the provisions of 20-4-1103

{3) administer and order the distribution of state
equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of
20-9-344;

(4} adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform
standards and regulations for the designs constructions and
operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions
of 20-10-111;

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the nuaber of
hours in a district®s school day Iin accordance with the
provisions of 20-1-302;

{6} adopt policies prescribing the conditions when
school wmay be conducted on Saturday and the types of
pupil-instruction—related days and approval procedure for
such days in accordance with the provisions of 20—1-303 ang
20-1-304;

{7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the
accreditation status of every school in accordance with the

provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-T-102;
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{8) approve or disapprove educational wmedia selected
by the superintendent of public instruction for the
educational media library In accordance with the provisions
of 20-T-2013%

{9) as the governing board of the state of Hontana for
vocational educations adopt the policies prescribed by and
in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-301:

1t18)—consider—-apptications —for-—-—postsecondary
voeational—technicod--center —dusignetion—in-occordence—with
the-provisirons-of-20-7=343¢

t1ty—for—————the———-purposes——ef-~———-postsecondary

'veeet+one§-ttehn+ee*—eeﬂtofsv—appfove—uf~d+sopvrove—pfogfo-s

snd-budgetsv—direct—the-distribution-—of-moneys—in-suppert—ef
such—-budgetsy——determine—tuition-reotes-and-feesv—and-enter
into—tetse—--egreenents—or-—-resl—property-—purchnses—-in
aveordance———with——-the--postsecondary—vocationei—technicead
center-provisions—of-the—voecationni-education—poart--of-—thts
tttter
4++2%410) adopt policies for the conduct of special
education in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-4023
4434111} perform any other duty prescribed from time to
time by this title or any other act of the tegislature.™
Section 52« 5Section 20-3-106y MCAs is amended to read:
®20-3~106+. Supervision of schools -- powers and

dutiess The superintendent of public instruction has the

— 34—
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general supervision of the public schools and districts of
the states and he shall perform the following duties or acts
in implementing and enforcing the provisions of this title:

{1} resolve oJny controversy resulting from the
proration of joint costs by a joint board of trustees under
the provisions of 20-3-362;

t2) issues renewy or deny teacher certification and
emergency authorizations of employsent and give notice of
teacher certification suspension or revocation proceedings
to be conducted by the board of public education in
accordance with the provisions of the teacher certification
part of this title;

{3) negotiate reciprocal tuition agreements with other
states in accordance with the provisions of 20-5-314;

(4) serve on the teachers® retirement board in
accordance with the provisions of 2-15-1010;

{5) prescribe absentee wvoting forms and rules in
accordance with the provisions of 20-20-104;

{5) approve or disapprove the orders of a high school
boundary commission in accordance with the provisions of
20-6-311;

{7) approve or disapprove the opening or reopening of
a school in accordance with the provisions of 20-6-502s
20-6-503¢ 20-6-504s or 20-6-5053

t8) approve or disapprove school isolation within the

-35-
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limitations prescribed by 20-9-3023

{9) generally supervise the school budgeting
procedures prescribed by law in accordance with the
provisions of 20-9-102 and prescribe the school budget
format in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-103 and
2N-9-5065;

{10) establish a system of communication for
calculating joint district revenues in accordance with the
provisions of 20-9-151;

{11) approve or disapprove the adoption of a district's
emergency budget resolution under the conditions prescribed
in 20-9-163 and publish rules for an application for
additional state aid for an emergency budget in accordance
with the approval and disbursement provisions of 20-9-1663

{12} generally supervise the school financial
administration provisions as prescribed by 20-9-201(2);

{13} prescribe and furnish the annual report forms to
enable the districts to report to the county superintendent
in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-213(5) and the
annual report forms to enable the county superintendents to
report to the superintendent of public instruction in
accordance with the provisions of 20-3-209;

{14) approves disapprover or adjust an increase of the
average number belonging (ANB) in accordance with the

provisions of 20-9-313 and 20-9-214%;
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{15) distribute state equalization aid in support of
the foundation program in accordance with the provisions of
20-9-342y 20-9-346¢ and 20-9-347;

{16) estimate the statewide equalization level for the
foundation program in accordance with the provisions of
20-9-348;

{17) distribute state impact aid in accordance with the
provisions of 20-9-304;

{1B) provide for the unifurm and equal provision of
transportation by performing the duties prescribaed by the
provisions of 20-10-112;

{19) approve or disapprove an adult education program
for which a district proposes to levy a tax in accordance
with the provisions of 20~-7-705;

(20) requests accepts deposits and expend federal
moneys in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-5603;

{21} authorize the use of federal woneys for the
support of an interlocal cooperative agreement in accordance
with the provisions of 20-9-T703 and 20-9-T704;

{22) prescribe the form and contents of and approve or
disapprove interstate contracts in accordance with the
provisions of 20-9-705;

{23) approve or disapprove the conduct of school on a
Saturday or on pupil-instruction—related days in accordance

with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 20-1-304;
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(24) recommend standards of accreditation for aly
schools to the board of public education and evaluate
compliance with such standards and recommend accreditation
status of every school to the board of public education in
accordance with the provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-1023;

(25) collect and maintain a file of curriculum guides
and assist schools with instructional programss in accordance
with the provisions of 20-T-113 and 20-T~114;

{26) establish and maintain a library of visualsy 3urale
and other educational media in accordance with the
provisions of 20-7-201;

{27) Vicense textbook dealers and initiate prosecution
of textbook dealers violating the law in accordance with the
provisions of the textbooks part of this title;

{28) administer and perform the duties as the executive
officer of the board of public education for vocational
education in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-302;

t29)-consider-applications-for--the--designation--of--o
postsecondary-vocotionat—technicel-center-in—aecordonce~with
the—provisions—of28-3-33+¢+

£+384—eatabiirsh-e—fund-for-the-handlting-eof-postsecondary
voeational—technicol-—-center-—fees——in-—-eecordance——with—the
provisions—of—26-3-333¢

+339{29) supervise and coordinate the conduct of

special education in the state in accordance with the
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provisions of 20-1-503;

3P4 L30) administaer the traffic education program in
accordance with the ptrevisions of 20-T-502;

+33%431) administer the school food services program in
accordance with the provisions of 20-10-201+ 20-10-202+ and
20~10~203;

+3%3{32) review s¢hool building plans and
specifications in accordance with the provisions of
20-6-622;

+354433) prescribe the method of identification and
signals to be wused by school safety patrols in accordance
with the provisions of 20-1-408; and

4+363124) perform any other duty prescribed from time to
time by this titles, any other act of the legislatures, or the
policies of the board of publtic education.™

Section 53. Section 20-3-324&s RCAsy is amended to read:

®*20—-3-324. Powers and dutles. As prescribed elsewhere
in this tithes the trustees of each district shall nave—the
power—and—it-shett-be-riedr—duty~te peérform the following
duties or acts:

{1) employ or dismiss a teachers principals or other
assistant upon the recommendation of the district
superintendents the county high school principaly or other
principal as the board may deem necessadrys accepting or

rejecting such recommendation as the trustees . hall «n “heir
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sole discretion determines in accordance with the provisions
of tte school personnel part of this title;

(2} employ and dismiss administrative personnely
clerksy secretaries, teacher aidess custodiansy Maiftenance
persontiely school bus driverss food service personnels
nursesy and any other personnel deemed necessary to carry
out the various services of the district;

{3) administer the attendance and tuition provisions
and otherwise govern the pupils of the district in
accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this
titleg

{4} cally conducts and certify the elections of the
district in accordance with the provisions of the school
elections chapter of this title;

(5} participate in the teachers® retirewent system of
the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of
the teachers' retirement system chapter of Title 193

{6} participate in district boundary change actions in
accordance with the provisions of the districts thapter of
this title;

{7) organize, openy closes or acquire isolation statos
for the schools of the district in accordance with the
provisions of the school orgasnization part of this title;

(8) adopt and administer the annoal budget or an

emergency budaet of the district In  Coo-damte with the
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provisions of the school budget system part of this title;

{9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in
accordance with the provisions of the school financial
administration part of this title;

(10) establish the ANBy foundation programe permissive
levye additional levys cash reserves and state impact aid
amount for the general fund of the district in accordance
with the provisions of the general fund part of this title;

{11) establishy wmaintaine budgety and finance the
transportation program of the district in accordance with
the provisions of the transportation parts of this title;

112) issuey refunds selly budgets and redeem the bonds
of the district in accordance with the provisions of the
bonds parts of this title;

{13) when applicables establishe financially
administers and budget for the tuition funds retirement
funde building reserve funds adult education fundy
posteccondary—vocostional-technicat-center-fundy nonoperating
funde school food services fundy miscellaneous federal
programs funde building funde housing and dorsitory funds
traffic education funds and interlocal cooperative agreement
fund in accordance with the provisions of the other school
funds parts of this titlte;

{14) when applicabley administer any interlocal

cooperative agreements 4giftss Jegaciess or devises in
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accordance with the provisions of the miscellaneous
financial parts of this title;

{15) hold in truste acquires and dispose of the real
and personal property of the district in accordance with the
provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this
title;

{1&) operate the schools of the district in accovdance
with the provisions of the school calendar part of this
title;

{17) establish and maintaln the instructional services

of the schools of the district in accordance with the

‘provisions of the instructional servicese textbookss

vocational educations and special education parts of this
title}

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of
the district in accordance with the provisions of the school
food services parts of this title;

{19) make such reports from time to time as the county
superintendenty superintendent of public instructions and
board of public education may require;

(20) retains when deemed advisables a physician or
registered nurse to inspect the sanitary conditions of the
school or +the general health conditions of each pupil ands
upon requesty make available to any parent or quardian any

medical reports or health records maintained by the district

—-42-
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purtaining o hiks «child;

§21) ‘for each wember of the trusteess visit each scheool
of tive district not ‘less -than once each scheol 'fiscal year
to examive Fts wanagewenty conditions, and needs;

{22) procure and display outside daily in suitable
weatihver at each schodl of the district an Aserican flag
which shdall be mot less than 4 feet by & feet; and

{23) perform any other duty and enforce any other
requirements for the government of the schools praescribed by
this titles the policies of the board of public educatione
or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.”

Section 54 Section 20-6-501es MCAy is amended to read:

“20~6-501. Definition of wvarious schools. As used in
this titles unless the context clearly indicates otherwisas
the term “school™ weans an institution for the teaching of
children that is established and maintained under the laws
of the state of Montana at public expense. The trustees of
any district shall designate the grade assigmments for the
schools of the districty but for the purposes of this title
each school shall be known as:

(1) an elementary school when it comprises the work of
any combination of kindergartens other preschool proyramse
or the first eight grades or their equivalents. A middle
school is a school comprising the werk of grades 4 through 8

or any combination thereof that has been accredited as ‘2

-4 3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LC 8072701

widdle .seheol _wader the pravisisns of 2671103« #bhen an
accredited  jamior high schedl or an aceradited -6~year high
schea! is gmerated by the districke gradas 7 aad 8 or ‘thair
eguivdlents shall aot be censisered as elementary grades.

-¢2) a high school when it copprises the work of one or
-more grades of schaolwork er their eguisalents intesmediate
betwesn the elementary schools and the institutions of
higher education of the state of Montana. Types of high
schools shall be designated as falltaws:

{a) a junior high school is 3 schaol cemprising the
work of grades T through 2 or their equivalents that bhas
been accredited as a junior high school under the provisions
of 20-7T-1023

th) a senier +high school is a school which comprises
the work of grades 10 through 12 or their equivalents and
which is operated in conjunction with a junior high school;

{c) a 6~year high school is a3 schaol comprising the
work of grades 7 through 12 or their eguiyvalents that has
been accredited as a 6-year high school under the provisions
of 20-71-1023

{d) a 4—-year high schaol is a schaool cemprising the
work of grades 9 through 12 or their equivalents;

{e) a8 county high school is a 4—year high schaol
cperated as .an agency of county goveramenst and -established

under the pgrovisiens of the acts of March J» L899y -March 14
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1901+ and any subsequent amendments theretotas
tfy——8--—-postsecondery——-voecstionat-—technicat-—-center
established-under—the-provisions—of-23-¥-3311«"®

Section 55« Section 20-T-302y MCA+ is amended to read:

*20-T-302., Duties of superintendent of public
instruction as executive officer. The superintendent of
public instruction shall be the executive officer of the
bocard of public education for the administration of all
state and federal laws related to glementary _and secopdary
vocational education. As the executive officers the
superintendent of public instruction shall:

{1} administer the glempentary apd secopdary vocational
education policies adopted by the board of public education;

{2) prepare curriculum Juides Ffor board of jsublic
education adoption;

{31 employs with the confirmation of the poard of
public educations the professional staff necessary far the
state supervision and administration of glemeptary apgd
secondary vocational ecucation;

(%) report the status of glemeptary apd secondary
vocational education in the state of Montana when requested
by the board of public education;

{5) keep a1l glepentary and _segondary vocational
education records in nis office; and

(&) provide elementary and __saecandary vocational

-4 5 -
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egucation  supervisory and consultative assistance to
districts.™

Section S6e Section 20-7-3013y MCAy is amended to read:s

®20-1-303. District authorization to eastablish and
£aintain vocational education courses and proqgramse The
trustees of any elepentacy of sgcondary districts
¥ocationgl-techpicgl districts community college districte
or unit of the Montana university system may establish and
maintain a vocational education course or program that
complies with the vocational education standards adopted by
the board of public educatione In order for a course or
prcgras to be eligible for state or federal financings it
shall be approved by the board of public education.”

Section 57. Section 20-T-314e MCAs is amended to read:

"20-7-31%+ lLlease or puychase of state property for
pestesecondary vocational-technical eemnter district purposesa
(1) The state of Montanas acting by and through the board of
pubtic-educetion regentse is hereby empowered and authorized
to enter into 3 lease agreement for a term not to exceed 40
years in order to lease &0 a yocatiopal-technigal district
operating a postsecondary vocational-technical center any
building or Yands owned by the state and financed in whole
or in part by an appropriation made by the legislature of
the statz of Montana for the purpose of supporting the

district®'s postsecondary vocational-technical «center. The

-4 5-
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consideraticn necessary to suppert such a3 lease may be
nominate

{(2) The board of pub¥ic-eduwention regents is hereby
authorized to transfer or direct transfer of title held by
the state of Montana in buildings or lands financed in whole
or in part by an appropriation by the state legislature to a
ygcatignal-technical district operating a4 postsecondary
vocational-tcechnical centere at any time the hoard of pobdie
edueation regents deems such transfer to be in the Dbest
interests of both the state and the district involved,y
provided that this authorization extends only ¢to buildings
or lands which are to be wused by the district for
postsecondary vocational-technical education purposes.™

Section 58. Section 20-7-322+ 4{As is amended to read:

"20-7-322« State treasurer custodian of glemsentagcy aod
secpndary vocational education soneys Jopuye. JThe treusurer
of the state of Montana is hereby designated as the
custodian of all federal and staote monmeys mapey designateds
appropriateds or apportioned for glemantary anpd secoondiry
vocational educatione All meneys gancy feclived frow iny
federsl or state source for the estaplishments operations or
furtherance of glesgntary and secongddry vocationdl education
in the state shall be deposited with the state treosursr. At
the direction of the board of public educations he shaltl

disburse 411 wmeneys gopney appropriated or received for
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cskemgotary apd secondary vocational educationa™

Section 5%. Sectiomn 20-T7-T0Zs ke b5 omended to reaa:

w20-7-T0Z2. Authorizatiom to establish adult education
programe The trustees of any districts er community college
districty or socational-technical district may establish and
operate an adult education program at any time of the day
when facilities and personnel are awvailables An adult
education program may provide both basic and secondary
Jenaral educations vocational educationy Amarican
citizenship educations including ccurses in the Fngtish
tanguage 2nd American history and governments, or any other
areas of instruction approved by the trustees.®™

Section 50. Section 20-T-704s MCAs is amended to read:

w20-7-704. Adult education tuition and feess The
trustees of a districty or community college districta ur
xocatiaonal-technical district shall have the authority to
chargje tuition for instruction and to charge fees for the
use of equipment and materials. The amount of such tuition
and fees shall be determined on & per—course basis oF on the
basis of tne cost of the entire adult education programe Ali
proceeds from tuition and fees shall be deposited in the
adult education fund.”

Section ble Section 20-7-TOSes MCAe is amended to rezd:

*20-7-TwWSe Adult education funde (1) A separate adult

education fund shalT be establish=d when sn adult education

43—
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program is operated by a districts er community college
districtse or vocational—-technical districte The financial
administration of such fund shall comply with the budgetings
financings and expenditure provisions of the laws governing
the schoolse

{2) Whenever the trustees of any district establish an
adult education program under the provisions of 20-7T-702¢
they shall establish an adult education fund under the
provisions of this sections The adult education fund shall
be the depository for all federals states and district
moneys gpopney received by the district in support of the
adult education programe

{3) The trustees of any district may authorize the
levy of a tax of not more than 1 ®ill on the district for
the operation of an adult education program when +the
superintendent of public instruction has approved the
educational program to be supported by such levye The
approval of the superintendent of public instruction shall
have been acquired by the trustees before the fourth Monday
of June in order to include the expenditures to be financed
by the levy in the preliminary budgete. The superintendent of
pubtic instruction shall promulgate rules and forms for such
approvale.

{(4) HWhenever the trustees of any district decide to

offer an adult education program during the ensuing school
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fiscal yeare they shall budget for the cost of such program
in the adult education fund of the preliminary budget.s Any
expenditures in support of the adult education program under
the final adult education budget shall be made in accordance
with the financial adeinistration provisions of this title
for a budgeted funde

{5) when a tax levy for an adult education progras
which has been approved by the superintendent of public
instruction is included as a revenue item on the final adult
education budget, tha county superintendent shall report
such levy requirement to the county commissionars on the
second Monday of August and a levy on the district shall be
made by the county commissioners in accordance with
20-9-142."

Section 62« Section 20-9-212¢ MCAe is amended to read:

®20-9-212. Duties of county treasurer. The county
treasurer of each county shall:

(1) receive and hold all school moneys maoney subject
to apportionwent and keep a separate accounting of their ifts
apportionment to the several districts which are entitled to
a portion of such sONeYs BOneYy according to the
apportionments ordered by the county superintendent. A
separate accounting shall be maintained for each county fund
supported by a countywide levy for a specifice authorized

purposes including:

-5
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{a) the basic county tax in support of the elementary
foundation programs;

(b} the basic special tax for hiygh schools in support
of the high school foundation programs;

{c) the county tax in support of the county's high
school transportation obligation;

({d) the county tax in support of the high school
obligations to the retirement systems of the state of
Montanaj

{e) any additional county tax required by law to
provide for deficiency financing of the elementary
foundation programs;

(f) any additional county tax required by taw to
provide for deficiency financing of the high school
foungation programs; and

t9¥--the-—--——county-———tax-——-for-——--a--——-postsecondary
vocationai—technicot——center—when——3evied-—by—-the-board-of
county-coumissironersi—and

thifg) any other county tax for schools which wmay be
authorized by law and levied by the county commissioners;

{2) whenever requested, notify the county
superintendent and the superintendent of public instruction
of the amount of county school weneys gapey on deposit in
each of the funds enumerated in subsection (1) of this

section and the amount of any other school wmoneys maney
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subject to apportionment and apportion such county and other
school weneys gopey to the districts in accordance with the
apportionment ordered by the county superintendent;

(3) keep a separate accounting of the expenditures for
each budgeted fund included on the final budget of each
district;

{#) XkXeep a separate accounting of the receiptsy
expendituress and cash balances for each budgeted fund
included on the final budget of each district and for each
nonbudgeted fund established by each district;

{5} except as otherwise limited by laws pay all
warrants properly drawn on the county or district school
moneys goney and properly endorsed by their holders;

{6) receive ali revenue collected by and for each
district and deposit these receipts in the fund designated
by law or by the district if no fund is designated by law.
Interest and penalties on delinquent school taxes shall be
credited to the same fund and district for which the
original taxes were Teviedes

{7) send all revenues received for a joint districts
part of which is situated in his countys to the county
treasurer designated as the custodian of such revenuess no
Yater than December 1% of each year and every 3 months
thereafter until the end of the school fiscal year;

(8) register district warrants drawn on a budgeted

-5—
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fund in accordance with 7-6-2604 when there are j§
insufficient womeys gopey available #n-the—somof-moneys—¥n
ott-—fundes—of-the-distriet to make payment of such warrante
Redemption of registered warrants shall be made in
accordance with T-6-2116y 7-6~2605+ and T-6—-2606.

{9} invest the moneys gmoney of any district as
directed by the trustees of the district; and

{10) give to the trustees of each districts at least
quarterlys an itemized report for each fund maintained by
the district showing the paid warrantss ocutstanding
warrantse registered warrantse amount and types of revenue
receiveds and the cash balance.”

Section 63. Severabilitye If a part of this act is
invalids al% valid parts that are severable from the invalid
part remain in effect. If a part of this act Is invalid in
one or more of its applicationsy the part remains in effect
in alt wvalid applications that are severable from the
invalid applicationse.

Section 6%« Codificatione {1) Sections 1 through 34
are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 20s
chapter 7y part 3, and the provisions contained in Title 20y
chapter Ty part 3¢ apply to sections 1 through 50.

(2} Sections 3% through 49 are transitional sections
and are not intended to be codifiede

Section 65 Repealer. Sections 20-7T-31l. 20-7-312s

-53-—

1

2

20-T-313, 20-T-323, 20-T=324&,
20~7-333s MCAr are repealedes

-End—
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20-T-332,

and



STATE OF MONTANA

: REQUEST NO. 130-79
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received . January 24 e 19 M , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for _HB36

e e e - PUFSUANT 10 Chapter 63, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 36 sets up vocational technical center districts and provides for funding on a 65:35 state/local ratio.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. All of the present administrative staff at the Office of Public Instruction could not be transferred to the
Commissioner of Higher Education. For example, there would have to be a director for secondary vo-ed
at the Office of Public Instruction and a director for post-secondary vo-ed at the Commissioner of Higher
Education’s Office. There would be a net increase of 2 FTEs at the state level.

2. Vo-Tech center budget figures come from the Executive Budget recommendations.
3. This law reduces the State General Fund allocation to the centers and increases the local contribution.

4. Federal revenues are considered state funds for purposes of the 65:35 funding ratio.
FISCAL IMPACT:

Decrease to the General Fund.

FY80 FY81
General Fund support of centers
under present law $3,990,407 $4,249,748
under proposed law 2,764,750 2,933,321
Savings in General Fund 1,225,667 1,316,427
Less: ‘
Increased Administration:
Personal Services 45,000 45,000
Operations & Capital 50,000_ 50,000
95,000 95,000
Net Savings in General Fund $1,130,657 $1,221,421

LOCAL IMPACT:
This law would shift funding responsibilities to the local vo-tech districts.

Increased local levies under proposed law.

Local levies under present law $ 494,075 $ 494,075
Local levies under proposed law 1,719,732 1,810,502
Increase in local levies $1,225,657 $1,316,427

@J«AA A P asr— Lo
BUDGET DIRECTOR (-/ B
Office of Budget and Proﬁram Planning

Date: A// 4 7,7




