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HOUSE Bill NOo _16__ 

INTRODUCED BY ~Dwl~JS~S~A~U~L_IL-----------------------------------­

BY REQUEST OF THE INTERIM SUBCOMMtTTEE ON EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A 

POSTSECONDARY VOCATIONAl-TECHNICAl DISTRICT SYSTEM UNDER THE 

BOARD Of REGENTS AND TRANSFERRING 

VOCATIONAl-TECHNICAl CENTER FACILITIES AND 

POSTSECONDARY VOCATIONAl-TECHNICAl DISTRICT 

POSTSECONDARY 

LANOS TO 

BOARDS Of 

TRUSTEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2D-1-101w 20-2-121, 20-3-106• 

20-3-324. 

20-7-702, 

REPEALING 

2D-6-501o 20-7-302o 2D-7-303o 20-7-314o 20-7-322• 

2D-7-7D4o 2D-7-705o AND 2D-9-212w MCA; AND 

SECTIONS 2D-7-311w 20-7-312w ZD-7-313o 2D-7-323w 

20-7-324, 2D-7-325o 20-7-332, AND 20-7-333, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section lo Definitions. As used in 

[Title ZOo chapter 7o part 3]• unless the context clearly 

indicates otherwise, the following definitions apply: 

(1) "Board" 111eans the governing board of a 

vocational-technical district. 

(2) •center• 

board and used 

.. ans a school 

principally for 

operated by a district 

the provision of 

postsecondary vocational-technical education to persons who 

qualify as postsecondary vocational-technical students. 
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(3) •coordinator• eeans the ad111inlstrative coordinator 

for vocational-technical districts appointed by the board of 

regents. 

{4) •Director• .. ans the ad•inistrative director of a 

center appointed by the board. 

(5) •District• .eans a vocational-technical district 

established pursuant to [section 33]o 

NEW SEtiJQH. Section 2o District na•e• A district 

shall be known as "The vocational-Technical District of 

••••• Mont.ana•. 

NEW SEtTIQNe Section 3. Supervision by regents. 

·Districts are under the supervision of the regents. The 

regents shall: 

(1) supervise districts in accordance with the 

provisions of this section and [section 5); 

(2) appoint a coordinator of districts and request 

legislative appropriations for the operation of his office; 

(3) foraulate and put into effect uniforM policies as 

to budgeting, recordkeepingw and student accounting; 

{~) establish einieum entrance require•ents and 

approve curricular offerings for all centers; 

(5) establish einiMue qualifications of directors. 

faculty. and staff; 

(6) direct each district to seek accreditation fro• a 

recognized accrediting association; and 
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fJJ ~H ..., electi- dete,..ine t:tte r.MJlts of Ute 

~lec.ti- and erder and i-.plceweMrt t11e orq.oni zat i.on of a 

district. 

·Jl&M Y&TIF!N-. Secti.en <It• Pec.uniary int•r~t - lettinq 

contracts. ( 1) It •~ un~ul for any oi strict trU$t8e to: 

fa) have any JHlCvniary interest., el:tner directly or 

inc:lirectl·y, in the •r..cti.., of '""'' ·vDC.at.i.enal-t..ecnnical 

building in his. di"Strlct or In furnis·hing or repairiny it; 

(b) be in any -nner c-nected vit"tl the furnishing of 

suppl i..s for the aainte....nee of the center; or 

(c) to receIve or accept. any cCJIIl)ens.at I on or r-ard 

for services rendered as ~rust.eeo except as herein provided• 

(2) Unless the a.ount involved Is less than sz,ooo, no 

board of trustees aay let any contract. for building, 

furnishing, repairing, or other •ork or suppli.s for the 

benefit of the district without calling for bids to perfore 

the work or furnish the suppltes and wi~nout fir~~ 

advertising once each week for at least. l .aeks in a 

newspaper published in each county wherein the ~rea of the 

district lies. Whenever advertising •~ required, the hoard 

shall award th~ contract to the low~st responsible bidder. 

However, the board eay reject any oid. 

ftEJj $E(IIOJII. Section 'i. Cour""" of Instruction 

tuition and fees. Ill A district shall provide instruction 

in vocatianal and adult Pftuc~i~ ~ubject to th~ approval 

~-
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'board ~1' .., di-strict -... i., ·tmelr 

dFscnrt:i'lln ._.., ~ ...,r~l "by >f.'lw 

(.a) t.uitt«1 r~ for m-di-stri.« ~tlh 

out-of-d.i~strict students ....., eno resi~ts ·Of t'he -&t~te of 

~. ~ students ..ttlo ere not resi'ltlents o'f 'the >$.t'<tle of 

~ana; 

(11) -triculation ::l'farges; and 

(ct incie.ntal f_,;, iftCltrding building fees. for 

stuct.nts attending "t1le center. 

(Zt In addltoen. t:he board say ~cribe -such -other 

fees as it censiders necessary to •ahrtain coun;es. takinq 

Into consideration other ·'hinds tnat _, be '8Veileb'k! under 

1 a .. f1:tr the support of suet! courses. 

(3) Any resi-.rrt flf a di-strict In ·-a.e $'t8te -y .enroll 

in any "r09f- or course waintained or ~cted by another 

di-strict upon the -e teres ancl cwndf'tO..OS es a di·ftrkt 

resident, regardle-ss flf t'he dHitric+ of his r-esidence. 

11fW $Jt.IIQN. Sectien t.. Retir-nt systetn for 

·teactte~- ""d -...ployePs. (1} .. ., ... +~a~rs <l'f' a distr'ct ar<> 

subjec<: to <l'f'd e1 iqibl"e "t'or ·-tt><- ~nefi>ts of ~he teechero;• 

ret I r-.rt ~ pr>OYided ny ',.,. 

IZJ The -.plo~ n~ ~ district ~ eligible to~ 

teacher,;• ·~i ~.,.aen• syo;i:- "enefit-; are ~bject to ano 

eli gob\ p ~ ... r thE' puhlic .. !llployees• re:tir-nt. system 

or.ov ;o..n ·nv ,.., .. ~ 
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NEW SECTION. Section la 

be granted. A district 

baccalaureate degrees. 

NEW SECTION • Section a. 

board, on behalf of the 

LC 0012/01 

Baccalaureate degrees not to 

is prohibited fro• granting 

Acceptance of donations. The 

district, •ay accept gifts, 

legacies. and devises• subject to any valio condition 

iMposed by the donor or testator. 

NEW SECTIQN9 Section 9. Require•ents for organization 

of district. The registered electors in any area of the 

state aay request an election for the organization of a 

district if the proposed district conforas to the follo~ing 

require•ents: 

(1) The proposed area coincides ~ith the then-existing 

boundaries of contiguous eleaentary districts of one or .are 

counties. 

(2) The taxable value of the proposed area is at least 

545 aillion. 

(3) There are at least 100 pupils regularly enrolled 

in public and private high schools located in the proposed 

area. 

NEW SECTIQN 9 Section 10. Petition for organization of 

22 district. When the area of a proposed district satisfies the 

23 

24 

25 

specified requirements• the registered electors of the area 

aay petition the regents to call an election for the 

organization of a district. The petition must be signed by 
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at least 20~ of the registered electors ~ithin each county 

or part of a county included In the area of the proposed 

district. 

NEW SE,IJONs Section 11• Call 

organization 

pet.i ti on for 

election -- proposition 

the organization of a 

presented to the regents. The regents 

of district. 

stat.eaent. (11 A 

district shall be 

shall examine the 

petition to det~r•ine if the petition satisfies the 

petitioning and district organizational requireaents. 

IZ) If the regents deter•ine that the petition 

satisfies such requireaentso the regents shall order the 

eleaentary districts encoapassed by the proposed district to 

conduct an election on the district organization 

proposition. The election shall be held on the next 

succeeding regular school election day, except that an 

election required by a petition received by the regents less 

than 60 days before the regular school election day shall be 

held at the regular school election in the follo~ing school 

fiscal year. 

(3) At the election the proposition •ust be in 

substantially the following fora: 

PROPOS. IT ION 

Shall there be organized ~ithin the area coaprising the 

school districts of (eleaentary districts shall be 

-6-
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1 1 iste>d by c-myt• State O'f Monta..a. a vocational-technical 1 school district aad three t~~ at large f~ bhe 

2 district f~ the offering of 13th- and l4tn-year courses. to 2 reaainoter of t.._ P'f"-G~ ·llliU>r i"'-t:-

3 be known as the Yocational-Technical District of ••••• 3 (Z) If tbe trustee-s are elected at 1 ar-9£! thf"cuqmwt 

" 140fttanao un<ler the provisions of the 1-s authorizing 4 the en<t: it'lf! proposed di"5tr ict. the t-tlt'"ee r.oe~v-i.n!j the 

5 vocational-technical dist~icts in Montana, as prayed in the 5 greatest -ber of votes shall be elOKted for a tera of 3 

f> petition filed with the 8oaf'd of Regents at HeleBao "«mtanao f> years; t-he t01o receiving the next grea1:est m.1•ber of votes9 

1 on the •••• day of ••••• 19 ••• ? 1 for a t-. of 2 y&ars< and the two receiving the next 

8 0 FOR organization 
8 greate-s1: nu.ber of ¥Obeso for a t~r• of 1 year. If the 

(:] AGAINST organization 

MfN SECTIQNa Section l2a Election of t ru!Otees 

9 

10 
10 

<; t~ustees are elected in any acmne• other than at largeo the 

trustees elected s.hall de1:er•.i ne by 1 ot the three who are to 

11 di!Otricts fro. which elected -- teres of office. (11 The 
11 ~ve for 3 years. the two who are to ~,..., for 2 yearso and 

12 tne two who Me to serYe for l year. Thereafter. all 
12 regents shall provide for the election of trustees of the 

13 t·rt~stees elected shall set'"ve for ter111s of 3 years each. 
13 proposed district at the election held for the approval of 

14 tfEil SKIIOM. Section 13. Call for r>Oai·nat ions of 
1~ its organization. Seven trustees shall be elected at large. 

15 trustee candidates notice. (1) A call for noain&tions of 
15 However, if there is in the proposed district one or .ore 

1f> trustee candidates for the propos ... <~ di·st>rict shall be -de 
1f> high school districts or part of a hiqh school district each 

17 with .ore than 43~ and not eore than 50~ of the total 
11 by the r.egents. 

18 (2) Notice of 1:·he call for noaination& lllUst b<> 
18 population of the proposed dostrict, as deter•ineo by the 

19 ~>Ubl i sh.,r< 'n at least one "e"'"-'"P"r of general c i-T-cttl ati on 
19 last census, each such dlstroc~ or part of do~trict !Ohdll 

20 in each county or any o<>r-t: inn "f " county ; ncluded in th<> 
20 elect three trustees and the reeain•nq trustees shall be 

2J proposed di~~ict onGe ~ week ·~r ~ ron~~cutive weekso thP 
21 proposed elected at large froe the reaainder of the 

22 last insPrtion to be no l~s~ th•n r, weeks prior to the date 
22 vocational-technical district. If any hi~h school district 

23 of the el"' tion. Ttle notice "ihal1 <lescri.be the geogr'lphical 
23 or part of a high school distroct has 010r<> th<>n ~o:t of the 

24 coMposi~;~n of the -•bershio of the ooard of trustees, t;h<> 
24 population of the proposed district, four trustees shall be 

2'5 l'lDail"'""'!t-;.,.....n p,-or.,dnrr:a ... ;tnt't the ")rnooc;.al -ff')r the "lrQani:zatio'l 

25 elected fro• the hiqh school 1i~tr•ct nr oar nt '"he hi·rh 
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of a district. 

NEW SECTION. Section 1~. No•ination of candidates -­

provision of sa•ple ballot. (1) No•inations of candidates 

for the trustee positions must be filed with the regents at 

least 30 days prior to the date of the election. Any fiwe 

qualified electors •ay file no•inations of as .any persons 

as are to be elected to the boa~d of the proposed district 

fro• their respective trustee election areas. 

C2) The regents shall provide the trustees of each 

district ordered to conduct the district organization 

election with a sample of the ballot for the election of the 

board. The sa~le ballot shall be reproduced by the 

trustees in a sufficient nu•ber to be used as the trustee 

election ballot. 

NEW SECTJQN. Section 15. Notice of organization 

election. Notice of the district organization election and 

the acco•panying election of a board for the proposed 

district •ust be given by the regents by publication in at 

least one newspaper of general circulation in each county or 

any portion of a county included in the proposed district, 

once a week for 3 consecutive weeks, the last insertion to 

be no •ore than 1 week prior to the date of the election. 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Conduct of election. The 

election for the organization of the district and the 

election of trustees for the district shall be conducted, in 

-9-
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accordance with the school election lawso by the trustees of 

the ele.entary districts ordered to call the election. The 

cost of conducting the election shall be borne by those 

districts. 

NEW SECTION. Section 17• 

disapproval of proposition 

approved. (1) To carryo the 

Uetereination of approval or 

subsequent procedures if 

proposal to organize the 

district must receive a majority of thP. total number of 

votes cast• The coordinator shall certify the results of the 

election to the regents. Approval for the organization of a 

new district •ay be given by the legislature in its 

·discretion, acting upon the reco~endati~ of the regents. 

If the certificate of the coordinator shows that the 

proposition to oraanize the proposed district has received a 

majority of the votes cast in each county within the 

proposed district. the regents shall: 

(1) order the district organized and file a copy of 

the order in the office of the county clerk and recorder in 

each county in vhich a portion of the new district is 

located; 

(l) deter•ine which candidates have been elected 

trustees. If the proposition to organize the district fails 

to receive a majority of the votes cast. no tabulation •ay 

be made to determine the candidates £1ected t~ustees; dnd 

(3) Within 30 days of the date of the organization 

-10-
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ordero the regents shall call and set a date for an 

organization •eeting of the board and shall notify the duly 

elected trustees of their ae•bership and of the organization 

aeeting. Such notification shall designate a teBporary 

chairman and secretary for the purposes of organization. 

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Qualification and 

organization of board. Newly elected BeBbers of the board 

shall qualify by taking the oath of office prescribed by the 

constitution of Montana. At the organization Beeting called 

by the regents. the board shall be organized by the election 

of a president and vice-president and a secretary. The 

secretary is not required to be a aeBber of the board. The 

treasurer of the district Is the county treasurer of th~ 

county In which the center Is located. 

NEW SECTION. Section 19. Election of trustees after 

organization of district. (1) After organization. the 

registered electors of the district shall vote for trustees 

on the first Tuesday in April. Such elections shall b~ 

conducted by the co•ponent ele.entary school districts 

within the district upon the order of the board. The order 

shall be tranSQitted to the appropriate trustees not l~ss 

t~an 40 days prior to the first Tuesday in April. 

(2) Notice of the trustee election shall be given by 

the board by publication in one or Bore newspapers of 

general circulation within each countyo not l~ss than one~ a 

-11-
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week for 2 consecutive weeks• the last insertion to be no 

•ore than 1 week prior to the date of the election. This 

notice requirement is in addition to the election notice to 

be given by the trustees of the component ele .. ntary 

districts under the school election laws. 

(3) lf trustees are elected other than at large 

throughout the entire district, only those qualified voters 

within the area fro• which the trustee or trustees are to be 

elected •ay cast their ballots for the trustee or trustees 

froa that area. All candidates for 

shall file their declarations 

the office of trustee 

of candidacy with the 

secretary of the board not less than 30 days prior to the 

date of the election. lf an electronic voting system or 

votin9 •achines are not used in the co•ponent ele.antary 

school district or districts which conduct the election• the 

board Bust 

the polling 

expense of 

cause ballots to be printed and distributed for 

places in such co~ponent districts at the 

the vocational-technical district, but in all 

other respects the elections shall 

accordance with the school election laws. 

(4) All costs incident to 

vocational-technical trustees shall be 

be conducted 

election 

borne 

of 

by 

in 

the 

the 

district, including one-half of the co•pensation of the 

judges for the school elections. However, if the election of 

the district trustees is the only election conducted, the 

-12-
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district shall co~pensate the eleaentary district for thP 

total cost of the election. 

NEW SECTION. Section zo. T~bulationo declaration, and 

certification of elected trustees. When the board has 

received all the certified results of the election fro• the 

component eleaentary districtso the then-qualified ae•bers 

of the board of the district shall: 

Ill tabulate the results received; 

(Z) declare and certify the candidate or candidates 

receiving the greatest nuaber of votes to be elected to the 

position or positions to be filled; and 

(3) declare and certify to the regents the results of 

the votes cast on any proposition relating to the district 

presented at such election. 

NEW SECTION. Section 21. Vacancy of trustee position. 

Any vacancy of a trustee position shalt be filled by 

appointment by a ~ajority vote of the reaaining trustees, 

and the person appointed shall hold office until the next 

regular school election day Nhen a trustee shalt be elected 

for the reaainder of the unexpired term. 

NEW SECTION. Section 22. Board of trustees 

meetings, quoru•• travel reimbursement, and seat. (l) The 

board shall hold monthly •eetlngs Nithin the district on a 

day of the month set by the trustees. The president and 

secretary of the board or a majority of the board ray c~ll 

-13-
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special aeetings of the board at any ti•e and place ~ithin 

the district if in their judgMent necessity requires it. The 

secretary of the board •ust give each aeaber a 4d-hour 

written notice of all special aeetings. 

(21 A •ajority of the board constitutes a quoru• for 

the transaction of business. except that no contract may be 

let, teacher eaployed or dismissed, or bill approved unless 

a •ajority of the total board Membership votes in favor of 

such action. 

(3~ A ae•ber of the board is entitled to receive 

aileage as provided for In 2-18-503 for the distance 

actually and necessarily traveled between the place of the 

aeetinq and his place of residence. He •ay receive mileage 

for only one such round trip per aeeting day. 

(4) The board shall keep a co .. on seal with which to 

attest its official acts. 

NEW SECTION. Section 23. General control. Subject to 

supervision by the regents, the board has general control of 

the district. 

NEW SECTION. Section 24• Powers 

trustees. Subject to supervision 

trustees of a district shall: 

and 

by the 

duties 

regent so 

of 

the 

(1) adopt rules for the govern•ent and administration 

of the district; 

(2) grant certificates and degrees to the graduates of 

-14-
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tlae ceaaer; 

(3) -.epa r•cord of lts proceedin~s; 

t~) »nen not other~ise prD¥ided by lawo control all 

book~. recor~s. bUildings. qroundso and other prop~rty of 

the district; 

(5) Cal receove and accept from any qoveraaental or 

private entity or person all 80ney and other property that 

the district Is entItled to recei.ve or accept; and 

Cbl use the property for the specific purpose of the 

entitle.anto qranto or donation; 

(6) generally control all receipts and disburse.ents 

of the district.; 

(7) appoint. and di .. iss a director aad faculty for the 

cent.ero appoint. and dls•lss .ny other necessary officerso 

aqentso and .-ployeeso fi• their coepensationo and set the 

ter•s and conditIons of theIr ettpl oy•<'flt; 

{8} adainister the tuition provision and othervisP 

govern the students of the district' 

(9) call and conduct the elections of the district in 

20 accordance with the school election ch.•pter of this tit.l .. ; 

21 (101 participate in the teachers• r~tire.ent sy~tem of 

22 the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

23 Title 19o chapter ~t; 

Zit (111 participate in district boundary change actions in 

25 accordance wi ttl the provis ieos of th ... dl strict or qo>n i~a~ion 
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chap.nr JOf tftt·s title; and 

t12) ·ent•r i.nt>o ~tracts ..with school dls.tr'i.cts when 

consi.stlent .-.itn tl'>e po-rs an<! duties pr-i.eed f·or by thi.s 

••cti.GA. 

1UiW 5f.CJJ.QH. Seeti-on Z.'!>e l<nae-'i>en of i:err tter·y to 

dostric~. Cl) WheRev~r 10~ of the r~~stered electors of an 

el·eaet~~t.ary di·strict .,,. distric1:s of one county IJ)f!tition the 

board f4r annexation of tfl8 territory enco.passed in s~ch 

el-tar·y school d i str ict.s, the board shall order an 

a~aat.ion election in the area deHned by the petition. Ttte 

election shall be ordered ~tthin 60 da.,s of tfte receipt of 

the petitiGne 

(2) H.e ~lecti.on sba11 be ce>nGuct'O!d in the proposed 

area for annaxation in accer4ance ~ith tA'O! requi~s of 

the district er<Htnization electiono ex~t that the boar'<i 

r.h.:>ll perfor11 the f'·equi~e~~~ents of t·he b6N!rd of ~ts Mtd 

there ·•ay 11t0t be an election of the beanS. 

t3) l'be proposrtion on the ballot shall ~ as toll-s: 

Sh-<~11 sc.hoo1 di-st..rict.s •••• ibe aAAe.Jted t:o and bec.oa-e v 

20 part of the Vocati on.al-lechl. i<.u l D, ,.,, ict of •••• , fllont.and! 

21 0 FOR _..,.at i.on 

22 O M;-.J.MsT -'"tion 

23 ('rl Jr.. carryo tht. p.-oposal to ~X .ust receive a 

z-. •ajc· , , .,c tf ~ 'Jpt"r - -"Le f'.. c;; 
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the certified results of the election fro~ the ele.ent~ry 

districts enco~passed in the proposed area to be annexed, 

the board shall canvass the vote and decldre the results of 

the election. If the annexation proposition carries, a 

certified copy of the canvassing resolution shall be filed 

in the office of the county clerk and recorder of the county 

encompassing the area to be annexed, and upon such filing, 

the area to be annexed becomes a part of the district. 

NEW SECTION. Section 26. Sources of financing for and 

types of capital expenditures. (1) The board of a district 

may: 

(a) build, enlarge, alter, repair, or acquire by 

purchase school buildings and dormitories; 

(b) furnish and equip such buildings; 

(c) purchase sites for such buildings; 

(d) issue, refund. sell, ~udgeto and redee. the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the provisions of the 

bonds chapter of this title. 

(2) The board •ay borrow money for the purposes of 

this section and may repay obli~ations from the various 

revenues of the district. 

NEW SECTION. Section 21. Budget approval. The 

board shall adopt an annual operating fund budget for the 

general maintenance and operation of the district. The 

budget shall be submitted to the regents for their approval, 
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with or without adjust•ent. The budget approved by the 

regents shall be the budget of the district sub•itted to the 

budget officer of the state. 

N&W SECTION. Section 28. Financing budget. (1) The 

annual operating budget of a district shall be financed at a 

65:35 state-to-local ratio as defined by the regents, in the 

order enu•erated below: 

(a) the esti•ated revenue to be realized fro~ student 

tuition and fees as approved by the board. 

(b) a •andatory •Ill levy on the district that when 

co•bined with subsection ll)(a) of this section will provide 

35~ of the annual budget approved by the regents; 

(c) the total of the revenues expressed in subsections 

(l){a) and (l)(b) shall be subtracted fro• the annual 

operating budget aeount as approved by the regents. The 

aaount of the difference shall be financed by a state 

appropriation for the purpose of financing districts in an 

a•ount of 65~. 

(2) If the state cannot fund the districts at 65~ of 

the regents• reco••ended budget, the state shall permit the 

districts to raise the additional funds under [section 30]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 29. Adult education tax levy. A 

vocational-technical district shall be considered a district 

for the purposes of adult education and under the provisions 

for adult education ~ay levy a 1-~ill tax for the support of 
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i h ae•lt Mlucaot·i Oft pro(JT- i ~ the super i ntondetrt of pub11 c 

i ns-truct<t em appTO\I"efi ~h pr-<J9r aa. 

NtlK $U:U:QMw Sect,; on 30. ,.cldi t:·i ona 1 1 evy propos·l t'i on 

!Ktb8i-·icm to e·lector-s,. The board ·~ e-lect: to aoopt an 

operetifl<} fund budget in exces~ of the budqK fur>Md by the 

leglslat·ure. If the IMHH"d propos-es such a budge-t .. it shall 

sub8~t: an adctit:iona·l lev-y proposit:·i- to the .tect:ors of th., 

cHstdct. The addi'tlonal 1-y prDf~Csit:ion shaH IMt sutt.itt:ed 

to the electorate In accordance with general school election 

laws. 

NEW SECTIQMa Section 31. Tax levy. On the secono 

Monday of Augusto the board of county co .. lssioners of any 

county where a district: is located shall fix an~ levy a tax 

on all the real and personal property within the district at 

the rate required to finance the aandatory eill levy 

prescribed by [section 28(l)(b)] plus any approved 

additional levy. Whenever a distr~ct has territory in aeT~ 

than one county, the b~d of cOtinty ca.elssloners of each 

county shall fix and levy its pro rata share of the distT;ct. 

tax on all the real and pe-rsonal property of thP oistrict. 

situated in its county. 

HEW SECTION. s~ction 32• Oeposit: of .oney. 9istrict 

.oney shall be deposited with the county t:reasur"r ot th<> 

county where the center is locat-ed <>r with other 

deposi tnr i <'S approved by tM re~-t.s. 
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N£11, $'EIJ110Jt. section 3:3• Oist'ricts enu-rat<eott. 

NOt vi tm'tandi i'Y!l ttre prov·i s·; oft'S of ['sert•i on-s 9 tttl'"cruqh 1 V] • 

districts are establis~ as follows: 

(~) T11e Hrst d·istt·ict is conterminous with the 

curretl't bGvnda·ri~s af high soc:hool d·istr·ict 2 of YellbWstone 

county. 

( 2} The s'e'Ctmtl d i ~tri ct is con't>enlri nous vi th the 

ctrr-nmt 11euftd&ri es of s-chool d i st'r i ct 1 af s i lveT Bow 

C~l"• 

{3l T1'fe third distTict is conte-rllfinm:.ts w·it'h the 

current beun<taries of high school d·ist'l'"ict •J.• o1' cas1:ade 

C-oanty-. 

( (o.~ The fOOII'rt'h d i stT i ct i s cOfttl!'r11111ftmS vi tll the 

curreft-t af hi 9h school d1 st'r .. i ct 1 ~ L'etl is antl 

C 1 ant C'OUfl't y.. 

(5, THe f,fth district is cONteT*inoos with th~ 

current: ~ouwa~ies of Hissoul0 County high s1:hoo1 ~istrict. 

t;a1 $ft.l1_.. Sectioo 34·· Oi<>ti"ict b·oard elections. 

The r~n·ts shall call for an<J condUct: d1str1ct trllStee 

elections in t:~ district~ enu~er~ted in [section 31} within 

61> Qa.ys of JCt1,. h 1'179. The ~rustee electio-rn; s'hall br 

condelctW in •ccoTd<orw" with •h<> apprcrprlate pT~isions o~ 

[secti~ 12 through 17]. 

HE~ SltliQN• S~ction 3~. When int~est in assets 

?b't&.ined f;,.r ,.,.t >e~ <>nd;o~y voc<>+ 'ona1 ~--··cat i onal purposes 
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procedure appeals. ( 1) by school districts to pass-­

Title to and all interest in real estate and all other 

assets, including but not li•ited to assignable contracts, 

cash, deposits in county funds (including any interest or 

premiu•s thereon)• equipment. buildings, facilities, and 

appurtenances thereto held as of July lo 1979, by or for a 

local school district and obtained identifiably with 

federal, state, or local funds appropriated for 

postsecondary 

obtained with 

vocational education purposes or used or 

funds budgeted for postsecondary vocational 

education purposes or used or obtained pri.arily for 

postsecondary vocational education purposes vestso on the 

date on which the first board of each district takes office, 

in the respective board of the district. 

(21 Assets used pri•arily for postsecondary vocational 

education purposes include but are not li•ited to all assets 

currently held by local school districts that have been used 

for postsecondary vocational education purposes on an 

average of at least 75~ of the tise during the school year 

1977-1978 oro if acquired subsequent to July 1, 1978, since 

its ti•e of acquisition. 

(3) For the purposes of this section and to facilitate 

the process of allocating the assets, the board of trustees 

of each local school district in which a center is located 

and the director of each center shall each submit to the 
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oovernoro within 60 days after July 1o 1979o an inventory 

listing all real estate, personal property, and other 

assets, held by a local school district which, under the 

criteria of this section. will beco~e assets of the 

district. 

(4) The ulti•ate decision and approval with respect to 

the allocation and disposition of the assets under this 

section shall be •ade by the governor or an advisory 

committee appointed by hi• for that purpose. 

NEW SEtiiOH. Section 36. Transfer of bonded 

indebtedness. When a local school district has contracted to 

redeee general obligation bonds used for the construction or 

acquisition of facilities that are now to be under the 

ad•inistrationo control, and occupancy of the district 

boarJ, the district board is responsible for redeewing the 

bonds in accordance with the provisions of the bonds. 

NEW SELilQN. Section 37. Transfer of funds. All cash• 

funds, accounts, or deposits obtained or raised by a local 

school district to pay for indebtedness, bonded or 

otherwise, contracted on or before July le 1979, for 

postsecondary vocational education ~urposes are transferred 

to and constitute an asset of the respective district. 

NEW SELIION. Section 38· Records and pending business 

of agencies transferred. 

plans, and records in 

All bookso papers. •aps. 

the possession of an 

-22-
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depart .. nto $t~e board~ state officer, or local school 

district board affected by this [act) or any officer or 

•eeber thereof and pending business in ~ny wJy pertaining to 

the previous powers and duties of such departaent. state 

boardo state officer, or local school district hoard shall 

be delivered and transferred to the dd•inistrative ~nd 

executive head of the appropriate department, state bnardo 

state officer, or district board described in this [act]• 

In all cases where any question arises as to the proper 

custody of any such bookso papers, mapso charts, vlanso 

records, and pending business, the governor shall settle the 

dispute. 

NEW SEti1QN. Section 39. Reports required by law to 

be perfor•ed by successor agencies. All reports required by 

1 aw to be -.ade by any ex i s.t in·~ <lepart .. <'nto st. ate boar do 

state officer, or local school district board affected by 

this [act j shall hereafter be •ade by the executive and 

ad•inistrative head of the ~ppropriate de~art.ent. state 

boardo state officer, or di5trict hoard described in this 

[act). 

bfW $EtTIDNr Section 40. Perfor~'nce of powers and 

duties duriny transitional period. Not~ithst~ndinq any other 

provision of law, during the transitional period oetween 

July 1, 1979, and the tiMe when the respective district 

boards have been el~cted and orqanized. thP onw~rs ronferred 
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and duto~ i~ed upon an existing depart•ent, state board• 

state o~foceT, or local school dis·tlr~ct t>oa·rd a'f'f'ected oy 

this [act] shall continue to be performed dnd the ne~essary 

disburseeentso allotments, and apportion.ents of state funds 

in connection therewith shall continue to oe •ade as if this 

(act] hdd not been e10actc1. 

bElli S£(;110tl• Sect: ~. Proceedi :•o!< saved 

coMpletion. All petitions, h~arings, an~ other proceedings 

pending before any existing de~art•ents state board, state 

officero or local school district bo~rd affected by this 

(act] and all prosecut ions·o legal or other proceedi ngso and 

investigations begun by any such departeent, state board. 

state officer, or local school district board and not 

co•pleted by July lo 1979• shall continuP and r~in if' 

effect notwithstanding the passaae of thl~ [act] and •ay br 

'itate hoard• stat<" coep1eted bef~~e or by the departMPnt, 

officer. or district board which succeeds to •ny of thP 

powe,...-s and dut i·es. l'lf -5u~h depor r-ment. st<"l-te b~~~r-d., statP 

officer. or locdl school distrirl: bnard~ 

~.LUlli.A S.ection 42. JlPgul-.tions saved 

effective until revoked or BOdified. All orders and rule-

relat i·nq to ~stsecond.,;y V<"-at i onal education lll'ade by an~ 

existinq ~epartaent. st~e board. st"te o~ficer. or local 

school district board affected by this (act] shall reMain in 

fucll force and effect until revolted or IIOdified in 
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accordance with law by the depart.ent. state board, state 

officer, or district board which succeeds to any of the 

powers and duties of such existing departaent. state board• 

state officer. or local school district board. 

NEW SECTION. Section 43. Teachers and other e~loyees 

to continue performing usual duties. All postsecondary 

vocational-technical teachers and other eaoloyees of an 

existing local school district board affected by this [act] 

shall continue to perfor• their usual duties upon the same 

teres and conditions as heretofore. until re•overl or 

appointed to positions in accordance with the provisions of 

[section 24]. 

NEW SECTION. 5ection 44• Contracts and obligations 

saved. All existing contracts and obligations of an existinq 

depart.ent• state board, state officer. or local school 

district board affected by this {act] shall re•ain in effect 

and shall be performed by the respective depart•ent. state 

boardo state officer, or district board which succeeds to 

any of the powers and duties of such depart•ento state 

board, state officer, or local school district board. 

NEW SECTIQN. Section 45. Contracts and obligations of 

school districts for postsecondary vocational education 

facilities. 11) Until the district board has actually 

assu11ed the duties and responsibilities of the 

ad•inistration, management, or develop•ent of existing or 
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authorized postsecondary ~ocational education facilities, 

those duties and responsibilities shall continue to be 

discharged by the local school district bodrd operating or 

developing such postsecondary ~ocational education 

facilities prior to July lo 1979. 

121 Where contracts ha~e been let prior to July 1o 

1979, by a local school district board pursuant to present 

law for the purpose of acquisition, construction, repair. or 

aodification of an existing postsecondary vocational 

education facility, such projects shall be coapleted under 

the adNinlstration of the local school district ~oardo 

superintendent of public instruction, andtor the board of 

public eoucation. and payments thereto shall b~ m~de from 

such funcs as are allocated thereto. 

NEW S~CIION. Section ~6. Postsecondary vocational 

education fund 21. All funds reaaining to the credit of 

postsecondary ~ocational education fund 21 shall be 

oisbursed in accordance with the provisions of 2D-7-323 and 

20-7-32~ until the new district board is elected and 

qualified. Thereafter, such funds shall be transferred to 

the respective district board. 

NEW SECTIUN 8 Section ~7. 5haring of sinyle facility 

by postsecondary vocational-technical progra•• (1) Whenever• 

prior to July lo 1979, the use of a single building facility 

is being shared between an existing postsecondary vocational 

-26-
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education progra• and a K-12 progra.o use of the facility 

shall continue to be shared until such ti•e as it is 

convenient to re.ave one of the tvo proqra•s to another 

facility. The deter•ination of convenience shall be based 

solely upon the best interests of the students involved. 

(2) Whenever a district board and a local school 

district board are sharing the use of a single facility. the 

progra• occupying the •ajority of the space of such 

facilitY• exclusive of space utilized equally by botho 

deter•ines vhich board vill be charged vith the 

a~inistration and control of such facility. The 

deter•lnation of occupancy shall be based upon the space 

occupied as of January lo 1979. 

(3) The board that Is charged vith the ad•lnistration 

and control of such facility •ay share expenses vith the 

other board for the use of the facility. 

(It) ln the event that the tvo boards are unable to 

agree upon vhich board is to ad•inister and control the 

facility or upon a fair share of expenses for the use of the 

facility. the governor shall appoint an arbitrator to settle 

the •atter. The decisions of the arbitrator are final and 

binding upon both boards. The eKpenses of the arbitration 

shall be divided equally betveen the boards. 

NEW SECTION. Section 48. 4gree•ents for use of 

services or facilities. fhe district boards and the local 

-27-
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school district boards •ay enter into agree•ents for the use 

by either of the other•s services, facilities. or equipment 

and for the presentation of courses of either for students 

of the other vhenever such agree•ents are considered to be 

in the best educational interests of the students involved. 

NEW SECTION. Section 49. Construction of [act] vhen 

part thereof in conflict vith federal require•ents. If any 

part of this (act) is found to be in conflict vith federal 

requirements that are a condition precedent to the 

allocation of federal funds to the state, such conflicting 

part of this [act) is inoperative solely to the extent of 

such conflict. and such finding does not affect the 

operation of the re•ainder of this {act]. 

Section 50. Section 20-1-101. MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•20-1-101. Definitions. 4s used In this title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherviseo the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) •Agricultural experiment station• •eans the 

agricultural experi•ent station established at Montana state 

university. 

(2) •Average nu•ber belonging• or •ANB• shall mean the 

average nuMber of regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

attending the public schools of a district. 

(3) •The board of public education• is the board 

created by Article x, section 9o subsection (3)£ of the 1972 
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Montana constitution and 2-15-1507. 

{4) •Boa~d of regents• means the boa~d of ~egents of 

highe~ education created by A~ticle x, section 9, subsection 

(2)~ of the 1972 Montana constitution and 2-15-1505. 

(5) •Coeaissione~• means the co••issione~ of higher 

education c~eated by A~ticle x, section 9, subsection (2)~ 

of the 1972 Montana constitution and 2-15-1506. 

(6} •county supe~intendent• .eans the county 

gove~nment official who is the school office~ of the county. 

(7} •oist~ict supe~intendent• .eans any pe~son who 

holds a valid class 3 Montana teache~ ce~tiflcate with a 

supe~intendent•s endo~se•ent that has been issued by the 

supe~intendent of public inst~uction under the p~ovisions of 

this title and the policies adopted oy the boa~d of public 

education and who has been e.ployed by a dist~ict as a 

dist~ict supe~intendent. 

(8) •Postseconda~y vocational-technical center• ~ans 

a school used principally for the p~ovision of postsecondary 

vocational-technical education to pe~sons who qualify as 

postsecondary vocational-technical pupils. ~~en~rs-~ 

d~~eted by--the-boerd-of-pu~e-e~+eft-apeft-dT~e~t+eft 

by-the-~eg+~~ All other public or private schools a~e 

hereby p~ohibited fro• using this title. 

(9} •Postseconda~y vocational-technical education• 

means vocational-technical education of postsecondary 
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vocational-technical pupils which is conducted by a 

postsecondary vocational-technical eenteP !l!st~lct or other 

p~ogra•s as designated by the board of pub+Te-~+eft 

regents• Postseconda~y vocational-technical education shall 

include the 13th and 14th year and beyond but will not 

include wo~k towa~d a baccalau~eate deg~ee. 

(10) •Postsecondary vocational-technical pupil• .eans a 

pe~son who has co•pleted o~ left school, is at least 16 

yea~s of age, and is available fo~ study in prepa~ation for 

ente~lng the labor •a~ket, fo~ reente~ing the labor •arkett 

or for e•ployeent stability o~ advance .. nt in e•ploy.ent. 

lllt •Principal• .eans any person who holds a valid 

class 3 "ontana teache~ ce~tificate with an applicable 

principal's endorsement that has been issued by the 

supe~intendent of public inst~uctlon under the provisions of 

this title and the policies adopted by the boa~d of public 

education and who has been e•ployed by a district as a 

principal. For the pu~poses of this title, any ~efe~ence to 

a teache~ shall be const~ued as including a principal, as 

he~ein defined. 

(12} •pupil• means any child who is 6 yea~s of dge o~ 

olde~ but has not yet ~eached his 21st birthday and who is 

en~olled in a school established and •aintained under the 

laws of the state of ~ontana at public expense. 

(13) •Pupil instruction• eeans the conduct of organized 

-30-
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i'mftl:r'~ f6f pupi<J,s eft'l'ot'l'«< i-n pub"H·c seh-h llltli l4t unde'r 

the~ df a te~T· 

f.M't ~"" -ns 11M! board 

edue~i'on· 

( 1'5') ~hoo-1 food se'I"V'ice$'" 

of re9""'1:S at h~T 

-an-s a !Mir.,.i·c;.e of 

pT'OY·htflllg f'oad for flfe pto~pH'S o-'f e dicstri-c:t "" a ncmprof'i"t 

bes-is and shaN H'lc'kldle illft"/ food sel'vrce fi'IMftCi.ally 

-l,st«< ttlrou9)1 fumts or c-'!Sl"t~s JW-oded b'l' tfte UnH.ed 

~tat.~ goveTnaent. 

C 16) "The st.at.e becn'd of educat ~-· is the buard 

c~ of tne boaTd of publ tc edu<;a't.oen and tne boOH"d of 

~s as specified In •rt.icle x. section 9• sub..ct.lon (1) 

of the 19"1-2 Mom:llfHI censot.i"i:Ut•on• 

(17) •st.ate ~m·i-si•11>f" -~ ttre l'tofrtana st.ne 

IH\·1-'I'~it)'• -..·cated at 9o'z-an. 

118) •Supe-rontenden't of publrc on-stron:tion"' -.ans that 

state ~r-nt offr-cial desig-n.a1:ed as " ...oer of • ._.. 

exe"Cirt. ~ve branch by the cons·t ~ttrt i oon of Mont.na. 

(19) •syste,.,... oteans the Montana unlversi·ty syst"111. 

(201 •reacher• .eans aov persen. exce~t ~district 

superintendent.. who holds a ~lid Montana teacher 

certrf icate th<>t ha-s been i ss.ued boy tbe super •nt~t of 

publ 9·c instruction unde'l' the Pf'Ovi s.~sns of th·i·s title ano 

the policies adopted by t"fte bo<Wd of publ •c educat.ien and 

whc i-s e111ployed boy a dis~i-ct as d -r of lot~ 
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~.. ~_.,. or ..-.m..nr.tri- ~. 'N1~lS 

d&'fl'itrri<t!"i..., lid a tJeaoaher Slhsllt aMID ifloiude _,. penson nor 

llh- an ~.y -autllnn>i~ion lid ....,.1~ af such peor-smn 

has .__. 1--a und- 1!tnl l'f'Cl'¥~$1- rtf ZD~mu.. 

r-Z'F) -Yta•l!t!Jgn!t• - a lnlaik or ~ UBMt - a 

prntc.i,pail -rce G'f study ..,terial fo.- a given class o.­

group fYf ~ 

('221 ~.. a-1~ - any part..,.. co.pim\'4 

~-ton. or ~ organ-izati..m 9ai-H-ft9'o of'fier-lfl13 to 

sel'l, ar oi',.,...i-ftg f'or ~opti·on te«tl:toott-5 'bo di•s.ttri·ct-s in the 

........ ., "owcana-
CBJ _,~ 

d~ict-

-ens t!tle ~ifl9 boar~ o~ a 

~ ......_...i'-t.¥"' - 1!Re wri~H1y of Mom::aruh 

~ ..t .fll-,i.ssout·a. 

"2'5>) '"'oJoc"aot ~1 educat i-on"' .-..K 1:!tle ;..l"tS'bt<uc1: i·on to 

..... ...-.. or iowp•-e tine pup·i 1 f-or' ~u·l .-pl•o;tyto:ent. tha-t 

o- !IlK ....,....,... a b..cca·lauM>it'be or m•qA8r dt!gr-e-e. n.-o~ 

Oef' r~rt oen f7f ¥GecK ~ona>l educat i·on !i'hoa·l·t i·nc l·ude gu.i.datl'C<> 

-d p..-c.-."'-a-1-o 

nec-.-y u ftt"11'P_..., 
r e-l ated, Of" t~ec:-nn.H: aJ 

1the p upi 1 for f ur1!het" 

educ....tio., '"' fo-r enotn>y i-nto e-mol·o~.· 

i ns:t>.- uct i·on 

v.oc a1: i· on-a 1 

S-ecti•en 5-L.. s.ecti·on zn-?-17'. IleA. i•s a,.eAded to read-: 

•20-;i!-t..Zl.. Soa..-d of pub1 ic ..Oucaoti•on - powe.-s and 

Gult. ;,e,s.. "Jlole lro-i'l' d o-"f pub·l i-c educ rt i Qfl ,..., a 11 : 
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tl• effect an orderly and unifore systea for teacher 

certification and for the issuance of an e•ergency 

authorization of e•ploy .. nt by adopting 

prescribed by 2D-4-l02 and 20-4-111; 

the policies 

(Z) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

certificates and appeals fro• the denial of teacher 

certification in accordance vlth the provisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) adainister and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance vlth the provisions of 

Z0-9-344; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide unlfor• 

standards and regulations for the designe construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of Z0-1D-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the nu~ber of 

hours in a district's school day In &ecordance with the 

provisions of Z0-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies prescribing the conditions when 

school •ay be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of Zo-l-303 and 

Z0-1-304; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of ZD-7-101 and Z0-7-102; 
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(8) approve or disapprove educational •edia selected 

by the superintendent of public instruction for the 

educational .edia library In accordance with the provisions 

of 20-l-201; 

(9) as the governinq board of the state of Montana for 

vocational education, adopt the policies prescribed by and 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-101; 

tHt-e~---epttllelft~---~---ptt'necoudery 

woeen-+-t;ee"nlcet- center desilll>8't'ion in eecordauee-1f'i,ott. 

'the-pre¥1s;e~• ef l8 J lilt 

tHt fer --the ~~--.4----~nee:endery 

·¥eeet:ionet t:ee"niee+ eentersw appro•• er-~~ewe-progre.s 

llftd-btldqet,.,.-Mreet~M-1f'istr i tn1t i ~_..,.-+n-sopport-ei' 

sadi--tntdo}et--det:• ra i- 't1t+'t~e'te11-l!llld fee--ntf-~ 

i-ftto--...__-ev-..ms-or--ree+-~ty--pare~es--+11 

•~~•r~anea -.+tft---t"e B011~0ftdery--...ee~~ecltll+e~ 

t+~+et 

t~tLlD! adopt policies for the conduct of special 

education in accordance Nith ~he provisions of 2D-7-It02; 

t~~Llll perfor• any other duty prescribed fra. tiae to 

tiae by ~his title or any other act of the 'egisla~ure.• 

Sec~ion 52. Section 20-3-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-3-106. Supervision of schools powers and 

duties. The superintendent of public instruction has the 
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general supervision of the public schools and districts of 

the state, and he shall perfor• the following duties or acts 

in i•ple•enting and enforcing the provisions of this title: 

(1) resolve any controversy resulting fro• the 

proration of joint costs by a joint board of trustees under 

the provisions of 2D-3-36Z; 

(2) issue, renew, or deny teacher certification and 

e.ergency authorizations of e•ployaent and give notice of 

teacher certification suspension or revocation proceedings 

to be conducted by the board of public education in 

accordance with the provisions of the teacher certification 

part of this title; 

(3) negotiate reciprocal tuition agree.ents with other 

states in accordance with the provisions of zo-s-314; 

(It) serve on the teachers• retire.ent board in 

accordance with the provisions of Z-15-1010; 

(S) prescribe absentee voting foras and rules in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-2D-104; 

(6) approve or disapprove the orders of a high school 

boundary co••ission in accordance with the provisions of 

20-6-311; 

(7} approve or disapprove the openinq or reopening of 

a school in accordance with the provisions of 20-b-502• 

20-6-503, 20-6-SOito or 20-6-505; 

(8) approve or disapprove school isolation within the 
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LC 0072/01 

school budgeting 

accordance with the 

the school budget 

for•at in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-103 and 

20-9-505; 

(10) establish a systeM of co•aunication for 

calculating joint district revenues in accordance with the 

provisions of 2D-9-151; 

(11) approve or disapprove the adoption of a district's 

e•ergency budget resolution under the conditions prescribed 

in 20-9-163 and publish rules for an application for 

additional state aid for an eeergency budget in accordance 

with the approval and disburse•ent provisions of 2D-9-16o; 

(12) generally supervise the school financial 

administration provisions as prescribed by 2D-9-201(2); 

(13) prescribe and furnish the annual report forms to 

enable the districts to report to the county superintendent 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-Zl3(5) and the 

annual report forms to enable the county superintendents to 

report to the superintendent of public instruction in 

accordance with the provisions of 2D-3-209; 

(14) approve, disapprove, or adjust an increase of the 

average nu•ber belonging (ANB) in accordance with the 

provisions of ZD-9-313 and Z0-9-314; 
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(15) distribute state equalization aid in support of 

the foundation program in accordance with the provisions of 

2:0-9-342:, 2:0-9-346, and 20-9-347; 

(16) esti•ate the statewide equalization level for the 

foundation prograa in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-348; 

(17) distribute state i•pact aid in accordance with the 

provisions of Z0-9-304; 

(18) provide for the unifur~ and equal provision of 

transportation by performing the duties prescribed by the 

provisions of 20-10-112; 

(19) approve or disapprove an adult education progra• 

for which a district proposes to levy a tax in accordance 

with the provisions of 2Q-7-705; 

(20) request, accept, deposit, and expend federal 

moneys in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-603; 

(21) authorize the use of federal •oneys for the 

support of an interlocal cooperative agreeaent in accordance 

with the provisions of ZG-9-703 and 20-9-704; 

(22) prescribe the fora and contents of and approve or 

disapprove interstate contracts in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-705; 

(23) approve or disapprove the conduct of school on a 

Saturday or on pupil-instruction-related days in accordance 

with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 20-1-304; 
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compliance with such standards and 

f 

L( 0072/01 

accreditation for all 

education and evaluate 

recoamend accreditation 

status of every school to the board of public education in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102; 

(25) collect and •aintain a file of curriculu• guides 

and assist schools with instructional progra•s In accordance 

with the provisions of Zo-7-113 and 20-7-114; 

(26) establish and aaintaln a library of visual, aural, 

and other educational aedia In accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-201; 

(27) license textbook dealers and Initiate prosecution 

of textbook dealers violating the law in accordance with the 

provisions of the textbooks part of this title; 

(26) ad•inister and perfor• the duties as the executive 

officer of the board of public education for vocational 

education in accordance with the provisions of Zo-7-302; 

t~t-eens+d~-epp++e~~-+er--~fte-~~ne++&n--&f--e 

JtOst:-eemtary-yoeet:l etoaJ t:eeM~eeJ eeftt:et'-+ft-e~al'lee wi-t:h 

t:M-prerifl-~e+~e~*~'t 

~~~h--+ttne-+o..-t:M-+oemt+~-o+~heeOfldery 

woeet+orttt.f.~eeM+ee+--~~---+ee~-+n--eeee~nee--w+~h-~he 

~~ow+~~, of ze 1 1111 

~t~ supervise and coordinate the conduct of 

special education in the state in accordance with the 
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prd¥1slens of l~t-~03; 

~~ adWinister tfte traffic education proqra• in 

accordance with the provisions of 20•7-502; 

t.,Llll ad•inlster tha school food services progr~ In 

accordance with th~ provlslo~s of lD-10-Zot. lD-1D-lO<• anrt 

20-1o-zo3; 

f*tl.ll.l te¥1 ew 

specIficatIons 

20-6-622; 

in 

scl'lool 

accordance 

building plans and 

with the provisions of 

t~Llll prescribe the aethod of identification and 

signals to be us~ by schOol safety patrols In accordance 

with the provisions of Zo-1-~08; and 

~Ll!l perfora any other duty prescribed fro• tl•e to 

tiae by this titleo any other act of the legislature. or the 

policies of the board of public education.• 

Section 53. Section 20-3-32"'• ~CAo Is a~nded t~ read: 

•zo-3-32~. Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this titleo the trustees of each district shall hftve~ 

pewer-8ftd-+t-9~e+~-~~.-~~y-~ perfor• the followin~ 

duti.,s or acts: 

(1) eMploy or dis.iss a teacher. principal, or other 

assistant upon the reco.-endation of the 1istrict 

superintendent, the county hiqh school principal. or other 

principal as the board •ay dee• necess&ryo accepting or 

rejecting such recollllliendation as the trustees !\all on •hei r 
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sole discrulon deter• 1M• l n 4CC:OTdance wl th the p·row Is ions 

of the school personnel part of this title; 

(l) eMploy and dismiss administrative personnel, 

clerkso s~retaries, teecner aides. custodians, •ai~enance 

personnelo school bus drivers. food service personnel. 

nurseso and any other personnel de~ed necessary to carry 

out the various services of the district; 

(3) ad•inister the attendance and tuition provisions 

and ot~rwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accord.nce with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

title; 

C"'l call, conduct, and 

district In accordance with the 

elections chapter of this title; 

certify the elections of the 

provisions of the school 

(5) participate in the teachers• retir~nt syst.- of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the pro•islons of 

the teachers' retire~ent syste~ chapter of Title 19; 

(6) participate in district boundary change actions in 

accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this title; 

{7) organize, open, cl~seo or acquire isolati~ statos 

for the schools of the district in accordaftee •ith the 

provisions of the school or<Jdnizatton part of this title; 

(8) adopt and administer the annual budget or an 

eaet"~ncy t>u<lQ•·t nf t"'e <"'io;tr;n ill ·•ccc.-~.. ..ritl"' t""' 
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provisions of the school budget system part of this title; 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 

accordance ~ith the provisions of the school financial 

administration part of this title; 

(10) establish the ANBo foundation progra•• per•issive 

levyo additional levyo cash reserve, and state i•pact aid 

amount for the general fund of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the general fund part of this title; 

(11) establish, aaintair.o budget, and finance the 

transportation progra• of the district in accordance with 

the provisions of the transportation parts of this title; 

(12) issue, refundo sello budget, and redeee the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the provisions of the 

bonds parts of this title; 

(13) ~hen applicable, 

adainistero and budget for the 

fundo building reserve fund, 

establish• financially 

tuition fund, retire.ent 

adult education fund, 

p~seeOftdery yeee~+&ne+-teehft+ee+-een~-+ttft8y nonoperating 

fund, school food services fund, •iscellaneous federal 

programs fund• building fund, housing and dor•itory fundo 

traffic education fund, and interlocal cooperative agreement 

fund in accordance with the provisions of the other school 

funds parts of this title; 

(14) ~hen applicable, administer any interlocal 

cooperative agreement, gifts, legacies, or devises in 
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accordance ~ith the provisions of the "'iscellaneous 

financial parts of this title; 

(15) hold in trusto acquire. and dispose of the real 

and personal property of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this 

title; 

(16) operate the schools of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the school calendar part of this 

title; 

(17) establish and •alntaln the Instructional services 

of the schools 

provisions of 

of the 

the 

district in 

Instructional 

accordance 

services. 

vocational education, and special education parts 

title; 

with the 

textbooks, 

of this 

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of 

the district In accordance ~lth the provisions of the school 

food services parts of this title; 

(19) •ake such reports fro• tl~e to time as the county 

superintendent, superintendent of public instruction, and 

board of public education •ay require; 

(20) retain, when dee•ed advisable, a physician or 

registered nurse to inspect the sanitary conditions of the 

school or the general health conditions of each pupil and, 

upon requesto sake available to any parent or quardian any 

medical reports or health records •aintained by the district 
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.,...._i"hwg ._ nk -cttHd; 

Pl) •hlr ·-ch --.r of tiM tFustee.so -vosi't a.ch school 

of tne do.str~c.t not "\.e.5s ·.than - -lNKh -school ·fhc>111 ·yt">ar 

to •x-h.e i-ts -...-n•• -~-ou:,oens. .and -os; 

(22) prec;ure aAd di·spl-ay outside da~ly in suit.able 

weat~r at ~ach school of the district an A .. rican flag 

which shdll be -not less ·tM~t .., f-t by 6 f-t; and 

( 23) perfo,.. -any ott.er duty aft<! enf-ce _,. other 

requireaents for the gover~t of the schools prescribed by 

this titleo the policies of the board of public educ~tiono 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.• 

S.Ction ~. Sect ion 20-6-SOlo MCAo is .-ended to read: 

·•ZQ-6-sOlo Definition of various schOols. As useo in 

this title, unless the c~text clearly iftdicates otheFwiseo 

the ter• •school• ~ans an Institution for the teaching of 

children that is established and •aintained under the laws 

of the state of *Ontana at public expense. Tft9 trustees of 

any district shall designate the grade assign.ents for the 

schools of the district, but for the purposes of this title 

each school shall be known as: 

111 ~n ele~ntary school when it coeprises the work of 

any coeobination of kindergarten, other preschool pro·~r-so 

or the first el<jht grades or their equivalents. A eiddiP 

school os a school coeprising the werk of grades ~through 8 

or at'ly COII!bination t:herE>of that has been ;occrPali ted as '" 
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.aiddb• ~1 --..tar .. 1:be .,j~uwi.&iAN\5 .of 29-{J.,1il:.l.o ..Wnen an 

ac.cFe:du-1 ,j.wli.:ar ni,gt\ 5-EMal .or 1Nl •u~~r"t.et~ . .......,_,. hi9h 

s.chaot i.s .... ~.o~te.d ...,. ~tile di.s.tr·ic.~. _qr~ ·7 ~ B or ·tlloe t r 

e.tlU•-·~•Hen1.5 .staall aot he :£.811l!iillkn:-ed 45 el-entar.y gr~. 

f21 a hi.gto sch.oal ..men it co,.pro.se.s tiM! MOI"k of 01\e or 

·aolfe grM&s of sc.haol..ark .or their e_q.uj."""l·ents tn"te.-di.o~te 

be.t..._, the el-ntary scta.aols ;ofl;d the insti.tutions of 

higher eeuc.•ti:-on of the .stat.e of ,.ont-... Types of high 

sc.Mo ls sha 11 be cte s i qnated as fall-s: 

(a) a junior hiqh school is a school ca.prosiog the 

work of grades 1 through 9 or their equivalents that has 

been accredited as a junoor high school .u~r the provhiOils 

of zo-1-102; 

(I)) a .. nior nigh school i.s a school .ahicto c•prises 

the vork of 1rades 10 through 12 or their equivalents and 

which is OJMrated in conjunction with a junior hi9h school; 

(C) a E.-year high 5ehoo1 is a school c.,.pri.sing tne 

work of graMs 1 through 12 or their e.qui.valen"ts. tll;ot ha5 

been accredited as a b-year high school under tl:te proc1v isi.ons 

of 20-7-102; 

(.t) a (t-ye;u hl.gh school is. a .school ~pros o-ng Uae 

work of 1r.ades 9 through 12 or their equi.valeats; 

tel a county high school is a it-,--r hi.gh school 

operat•d as An agency of .county gover~t and -established 

une.r ·the provisi•ns of t>IM! acts '>f -Me~rch l• 18't9o ··Mtlrch 14o 
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1901• and any subsequent amendments thereto•• 

tft--e----pc~~~~o~~~y---yeee~fene+-t~~+ee+---ee~~ 

e" ~eb+ -i-shee-ttftdef'-~1-te-p~oYf" +on~-<>+ -i '~-i-3i iw • 

Section 5'>. ~ection 20-7-307, HC.At is 3mended to reaa: 

•zo-7-302. Outies of sup.,r i nt .. nden t of public 

instruction as executive officer. The superintendent of 

public instruction shall be the executive officer of th·? 

board of public education for the ad~inistration of all 

state and federal laws related to glewgntary and sgcgndary 

vocational education. As the executive officer, the 

suoerintenoent of public instruction shall: 

(1) administer the ele.cotary and secgndary Yocational 

education policies adopted by the board of public educrttion; 

( 2) prepar" curriculuM 3uines for boarn of ?Ubl ir 

education adoption; 

(3) employ. with the confirmation of the board of 

public education. the professional staff necessary for th~ 

state supervision and administration of glgwentary and 

~ecoodary vocational education; 

(4) report the status of elementary and secgndrtry 

vocational education in the state of Montrtna when requeste~ 

by the board of public education; 

(5) keep Jll e!eeeotary and secondary vocational 

education records in hts office; and 

(b) provide elemeotaLX--_aua__ secooda~ v0c~tion•l 
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a"Ssistrtnce to 

Section ':>6. Section 20-7-}0J, MC.At is dmended to read: 

"20-7-303. District authorization to ~stablish and 

ealntain vocational education courses ~nd progra~s. The 

trustees of any elewgntary pr secondary district, 

vocatjonsl-te,hojcdl djstrjct. co•~unity college distTict. 

or unit of the ~ontana university syste• •ay establish and 

•aintain a vocational education course or program that 

ca.plies with the vocational education standards adopted by 

the board of public education. In order for a course or 

prcgra• to be eligible for state or federal financing• it 

!>hall be approved by the board of public educ.-.tion." 

SPCtion 57. Section 20-7-Jl'o, H(A, i~ aMended to read: 

"Z0-7-31'oo lease or pu_rcha'!>e of stat" property for 

pes~se~e..y vocational-technical ee~ district purposes. 

(1) The state of Montana, acting by and through the board of 

pab+•e-eeuee~eft regents, is hereby empowered and authorized 

to enter into a lease agree•ent for a ter• not to exceed 40 

years in order to le<~se to,, vocatjona!-tecl:ln.iL.al district 

oper.•t i ng a f>Ostsccondary vocat i ona 1-techn ical center any 

buildinQ or lands owned by the state and financed in whole 

or in part by an appropriation made by the legislature of 

the stat2 of Montana for the purpose of supporting the 

di5trict•s postsecondary vocatioual-technical centel". The 
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cons.;"'"ae,;.- -s.sar., to -.pport such ~ lea&e _., be 

no•indl. 

(2) The board of ~e-e.,_..,t+_ re~ is hf!1'eby 

authorized to tran,;f"r or direct tr.msfer of totle held t>y 

the ,;tate" of l'lontana in· buildings or lands financed in .mole 

or in part by .n appropriatiGn by the state leqislature to a 

ygcatiggal-t.tcbnical district operotinry a postsecondary 

vocational-technical cen~•r• at any ti.,. the board of peb+~ 

~e~•eft regents deeas such transfer to be in th~ best 

interests of both the state and the district involve:!, 

provided that this authorization extends only to buildinqs 

or lands which are to be used by the district for 

postsecondary vocational-technical education purposes.• 

Section 58. Section 20-7-321• ~CA. is aaended to redd: 

•zo-7-322. St.1te treasurer custodian of cleaentary "ng 

secondary vocdtional education ~T1 ~- fhe tre~~urer 

of the state of Montana is hereby designated .• s the 

custodian of all federal and state ~T~ ~ designated, 

appropri .>ted, or apportioned for elea~ntan• and seco!UUu 

voc.ationdl educ..1ti.on. All 'lle~T"'!" ~ r(.C-Jived fro""' tny 

federcll or state sourc .. for the estaol ishooent. opo>r.>ti on. or 

furthcr.Jnce of ~ot.yry and !tecond4ry vocdtiondl ~duc~1t.ion 

in the 'itate shall b .. depo~; teet ... th thP s.tatP tre.:~sur< r. At 

the direction of the board of public voucation. he 5hall 

disburse all _.....," IIIUll:.): appropr • at,.d or recE'i vert for 
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el gt;«• M!d; 5M,_qRC!f,;Ky. \J'OC.RtCiill'N:l educa"ti. on.• 

~'-•- 59. ~to<Hl 20'-7-70·2,. •'ICA'~ •~ .-emfied' U> rea<l: 

'"'20-7-702. l.ut~izat:oOR tw ~~losh adult et!lu<:at.ooo 

;.>roqra-. The tru5te"s. of an.,. dis.t.ri~ct.s t~<r c~it.y coll.e<;"' 

d i s.tr i eta or lfP£a1:. j pMJ-gu:hnj,c.;U dj :;.tr tc.t _, e&tabHs.h and 

operate an adult education prograa at any time of the day 

when facilities and pers·onoel ace avaiJable. An adult 

education progra• ~~~ay provide both ~s.ic ~10 secondary 

cjeneral education, vocation ... I education. A-nh:~ r i-c an 

citizenship education. including courses in the Fnglish 

lanquaqe and Aaerican history and governaent. or any other 

areas of instruction approved by the trustees.• 

Section ~o. Section 2D-T-70lt, ~A. i,; aaended to read: 

•zo-7-704. Adult education tuition and f .. es. The 

trustees of a district~~ com•unity college district~ 

vocational-technical djstrjct shall have the authority to 

charrJe tuition for instruct; on and to charge fee~ for the 

use of equipaent and 11aterials. The amount of such tuition 

and fees shall be d~termined on a per-course basis or on the 

basis of the cost of the Pntire adult education proqram. All 

proceeds from tuition and fees s.hall 

adult education fund." 

be deposited in thP 

~ .. ction bl. ~ection Z0-7-70'5• ~CA• i~ amended to re~d: 

•z:J-7-7u'5. Adult e1ucat ion fund. ( 1) A separate adul't 

educdt:ioo fund shalf be establfSh'>d wl\@n an adylt educa'tron 

48-
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program is operated by a districts ~ co~•unity college 

district. or vocatjonal-technjcaJ djstrjct. The financial 

adainistratlon of such fund shall coMply with the budgeting, 

financing, and expenditure provisions of the laws governing 

the schools. 

(2) Whenever the trustees of any district establish an 

adult education program under the provisions of zo-7-702o 

they shall establish an adult education fund under the 

provisions of this section. The adult education fund shall 

be the depository for all federal, state, and district 

mefteys ~ received by the district in support of the 

adult education progra~. 

{3) The trustees of any district •ay authorize the 

levy of a tax of not more than 1 •ill on the district for 

the operation of an adult education progra• when the 

superintendent of public instruction has approved the 

educational progra• to be supported by such levy. The 

approval of the superintendent of public instruction shall 

have been acquired by the trustees before the fourth Monday 

of June in order to include the expenditures to be financed 

by the levy in the preliminary budget. The superintendent of 

public instruction shall proaulgate rules and for•s for such 

approval. 

(4) Whenever the trustees of any district decide to 

offer an adult education prograM during the ensuing school 
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fiscal year, they shall budget for the cost of such program 

in the adult education fund of the preli•lnary budget. Any 

expenditures in support of the adult education progra• under 

the final adult education budget shall be •ade in accordance 

with the financial adeinistration provisions of this title 

for a budgeted fund. 

(5) When a tax levy for an adult education progra• 

which has been approved by the superintendent of public 

instruction is included as a revenue ite• on the final adult 

education budget, the county superintendent 5hel1 report 

such levy require•ent to the county co .. lssioners on the 

second Monday of August and a levy on the district shall be 

•ade by the county co .. issioners in accordance with 

20-q-142," 

Section &2. Section 20-9-212, MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•20-9-212. Outies of county treasurer. The county 

treasurer of each county shall: 

11) receive and hold all school .efteys ~subject 

to apportion.ant and keep a separate accounting of ~he+~ ~ 

apportionment to the several districts which are entitled to 

a portion of such ~ aanax according to the 

apportion.ents ordered by the county superintendent. A 

separate accounting shall be •aintained for each county fund 

supported by a countywide levy for a specific, authorized 

purpose, including: 
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(a) the basic county tax in support of the ele.entary 

foundation progra•s> 

(b) the basic special tax for hi~h schools in support 

of the high school foundation progra•s> 

(c) the county tax in support of the county•s high 

school transportation obligation; 

(d) the county tax in support of the high school 

obligations to the retireaent syste•s of the state of 

Montana; 

(e) 

provide 

any additional county tax 

for deficiency financing 

foundation prograas; 

{f) eny additional county tax 

provide for deficiency financing 

required 

of the 

required 

of the 

by law to 

ele..,ntary 

by law to 

high school 

foundation progra•s; ~ 

tgt--~he----eoaft~y----tex----for----e-----posts~~ry 

voee~*Ofte+-teehft+ee+--e~er--wheft--+ev*ed--by--the-~d-of 

eoaft~~ss~_,.•rltftd 

fht.L.sU any other county tax for schools which 01ay be 

authorized by law and levied by the county co~issioners; 

(2) whenever requested, notify the county 

superintendent and the superintendent of public instruction 

of the amount of county school ~eys ~on d~posit in 

each of the funds enueerated In subsection Ill of this 

section and the a.ount of any other school .oneys ~ 

-51-

I 

1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

b 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

~~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

l( 0072/01 

subject to apportion•ent and apportion such county and other 

school .oneys ~ to the districts in accordance with the 

apportionment ordered by the county superintendent; 

(3) keep a separate accounting of the expenditures for 

each budgeted fund included on the final budget of each 

district; 

(It) keep a separate accounting 

expenditures, and cash balances for 

of the receipts. 

each budgeted fund 

included on the final budget of each district and for each 

nonbudgeted fund established by each district; 

(5) except as otherwise li•ited by law, pay all 

warrants properly drawn on the county or dist~ict school 

.oneys ~ and properly endorsed by their holders; 

(6) receive all revenue collected by and fo~ each 

district and deposit these receipts in the fund designated 

by law or by the district if no fund is designated by law. 

Interest and penalties on delinquent school taxes shall b~ 

c~edited to the saee fund and district for which the 

original taxes were levied. 

(7) send all revenues received for a joint district. 

part of which is situated in his county, to the county 

treasurer designated as the custodian of such revenues. no 

later than December 15 of each year and every 3 months 

thereafter until the end of the school fiscal year; 

(8) register district warrants drawn on a budgeted 
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fund in accordance with 7-b-2604 when there ere ~ 

insufficient .oneys ~ available ~ft-~~e 3a• of •eners -+ft 

to make payment of such warrant. 

Rede•ption of registered warrdnts shall be •ade in 

accordance with 7-b-2116o 7-b-2605o and 7-b-2606. 

C9l invest the .afteT3 ~ of any district as 

directed by the trustees of the district; and 

ClO} give to the trustees of each district, at least 

quarterly, an 

the district 

ita.ized report for each fund •alntalned by 

showing the paid warrantso outstanding 

warrants, registered warrants, a-aunt and types of revenue 

12 received, and the cash balance.• 

13 Section 63. Severability. If a part of this act is 

14 invalid, all valid parts that are severable fra. the invalid 

15 part re•ain in effect. If a part of this act Is invalid in 

16 one or •ore of its applications, the part re.ains in effect 

17 in all valid applications that are severable fro• the 

18 invalid applications. 

19 Section 64. Codification. (1) Sections 1 through 34 

20 are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title ?Oo 

21 chapter 7, part 3, and the provisions contained in Title 20, 

22 chapter 7o part 3, apply to sections l through so. 

23 (2) Sections 35 through 49 are transitional sections 

24 

25 

and are not intended to be codified. 

Section 65. Repealer. Sections 20-7-311• 

-53-

2D-7-312o 

( 

1 

2 

20-7-313. 20-7-323, 20-7-324o 

20-7-333, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 130-79 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received _Jan1,!~4-~~------·-··, 19 _I!!_ __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ lj~_3_6 ___ .- _-.- -·-- --··---·- --- -- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 36 sets up vocational technical center districts and provides for funding on a 65:35 state/local ratio. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1 . All of the present administrative staff at the Office of Public Instruction could not be transferred to the 
Commissioner of Higher Education. For example, there would have to be a director for secondary vo-ed 
at the Office of Public Instruction and a director for post-secondary vo-ed at the Commissioner of Higher 
Education's Office. There would be a net increase of 2 FTEs at the state level. 

2. Vo-Tech center budget figures come from the Executive Budget recommendations. 

3 . This law reduces the State General Fund allocation to the centers and increases the local contribution. 

4. Federal revenues are considered state funds for purposes of the 65:35 funding ratio. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Decrease to the General Fund. 

less: 

General Fund support of centers 

under present law 
under proposed law 

Savings in General Fund 

Increased Administration: 
Personal Services 
Operations & Capital 

Net Savings in General Fund 
LOCAL IMPACT: 

FYSO 

$3,990,407 

2,764,750 

1,225,667 

45,000 
50,000 

95,000 

$1,130,657 

This law would shift funding responsibilities to the local vo-tech districts. 

Increased local levies under proposed law. 

Local levies under present law 
Local levies under proposed law 

Increase in local levies 

$ 494,075 
1,719,732 

$1,225,667 

FY81 

$4,249,748 

2,933,321 

1,316,427 

45,000 
50,000 

95,000 

$1,221,421 

$ 494,075 
1,810,502 

$1,316,427 

~~~or'.;) 
BUDGET DIRECTOR ~ r 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ry,ltl 7J 


