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HOUSE BILL NO. 28 

INTRODUCED BY KANDUCH 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

January 4, 1979 

January 6, 1979 

January 18, 1979 
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January 22, 1979 

January 23, 1979 

February 3, 1979 

February 6, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 9, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transportation. 

On motion, joint rule 6-6 
suspended and sponsor's 
signature allowed to be 
added to prefiled bill. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass and placed on 
Consent Calendar. Report 
adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Third reading Consent 
Calendar, passed. Trans­
mitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred 
in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 



February 10, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 
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Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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BOUSE BILL NO• _11__ 

INTRODUCED BY ---------·------------------------------------
BY REQUEST OF THf OEPART"ENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A SILL FOR 

APPLICATION 

AN 

OF 

ALl ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO LINIT THE 

STANDARDS FOR PERRITTED OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 

TO CERTAIN TYPES OF SIGNS; ""ENDING SECTION 75-15-113• NCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IUJNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-15-113• NCA, is a .. nded to read: 

-TS-15-113· Standards for per•itted advertising. 

Except for outdoor adYertlsing beyond 660 feet of the 

nearest edge of the right-of-way of an interstate or pri.ary 

highway outside of an urban area, outdoOr advertising 

pP.r•ltted unoer subsec:;tloos _U)(d) arM! llll•t gf 75-15-111 

shall confor• to the following requirewents: 

Ut Signs aay not be erected or -intained omich 

exceed leZOO square feet in area, including border and trl• 

but excluding base or apron, supports, and other structural 

~~eabers. 

(2) Naxi•u• lenqtho 60 feet. 

(3) Maxi.u• height• "tO feet as -asured froa the 

ground or, if the sign is attached to a structure, as 

aeasured froe the base of the sign itself. 

("'t) No more than two facings visible and readable froa 
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LC 0332/01 

the sa .. direction on th~ aain-travel@d way •ay be erected 

on any one sign structure. Whenever two facings are so 

positioned1 neither shall ~xceed 325 square feet. 

(5) Doubl-faced, bdek-to-baek, ana Y-type signs shall 

oe consider~d as a single sign or structure. 

(b) Where to1o or •ore faces, back to back, are 

supported by separate structures, each shall be considered a 

single sign. 

(7J No two signs shall be spaced less than SOO feet 

apart adjacent to an interstate highway or ll•ited-access 

· pri .. ry highway. -cept that signs • .., be erected closer 

than soo feet if they are separated by buildings or other 

obstructions In such a manner that only one sign facing 

located within the above spacing distance is visible fro• 

the highway at any one tl-. 

(8) Signs aay not be located within ~00 feet of any of 

the following which are adjacent to the highway unless the 

signs are in an Incorporated area: 

tat public parks; 

(bt public forests; 

(c) public play~rounus; 

(d) scenic areas designated as such by the highway 

departaent or other state aqency having and exercising this 

authority; 

(e) ce111eteries. 
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(9) A sign eay not be located on an interstate highway 

or fr@eway within suo feet of an Interchange or intersection 

at grade or rest area. The SOO feet Is to be •easurert along 

the interstate or fr~ay fro. the beginning or ending of 

the pave.ant widening at the exit fro• or entrance to the 

•ain-traveled way. 

(10) Signs •ay be illuainated, subject to the following 

restrictions: 

(a) Signs which contain, Include, or are lllu•inated 

by a flashing, inter•ittentt or aovlng light or lights are 

11 prohibited, except those giving public service inforaation 

12 such as tl.a9 date, teaperature9 weather, or slallar 

13 lnforaation. 

1't (b) Signs which are not effectively shieldert as to 

15 prevent beaes or rays of light froe being d!rected at a 

16 portion of the traveled ways of the Interstate or 

17 federal-aid prlaary highway or which are of such Intensity 

18 or brilliance as to cause glare or to lapalr the vision of 

19 the driver of any aotor vehicle or which otherwise interfere 

20 with a driver's operation of a aotor vehicle are prohibited. 

21 (c) A sign aay not be so llluainated that It 

22 interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an official 

23 traffic sign, device, or signal. 

2't (11) Tt~ location of sign structures situat~d on the 

25 pr I ..ary hi 'Jhways between streets, roads, or highwars 
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entering or intersecting the aain-traveled way shall confore 

to the following ainiaua spacing criteria: 

(a) Where the distance between centerllnes of 

Intersecting streets or highways is less than 1oOOO feeto a 

alniaua spacing between structures of 150 feet ~ay be 

per•ittad between the Intersecting streets or highways. 

(b) Where the distance between centerlines of 

Intersecting streets or highways is 1,000 feet or aore, 

alnlaua spacing between sign structures shall be 300 feet.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

HOUSE SILL NOo 28 

INTROOU(EO BY KANOU(H 

BY PEQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO LIMIT THI' 

APPLICATION OF STANDARDS FOR PERMITTED OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 

TO CERTAIN TYPtS OF SIGNS; AMENDING SECTION 75-lS-lllo HCAo• 

BE IT ~NACTEU BY THE LEGlSLAT~RE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section 75-15-lllo MCAo Is amended to read: 

"75-15-113· Standards for per•ltted advertIsIng. 

ixc~pt for outdoor advertising beyond 660 feet of the 

nearest edge of the right-of-way of an interstate or primary 

highway outside of an urban area, outdoor advertising 

per~itted under ~~gos jllldl and ll)Lai-Of 75-15-111 

sh~ll conform to the following require•ents: 

(1) Signs may not be erected or maintained which 

exceed lo200 square feet in areao including border and trim 

but excluding oase or apron, supports, and other structural 

members. 

(l) Maximum lengtho 60 feet. 

(3) Maximum height• 40 feet as aeasured from the 

9round or, if the sign is attached to a structure, as 

m~asured from the base of the sign itself. 

(4] No more than two facings visible and readable from 
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HB 0028/02 

the same direction on the •ain-traveled way •ay be erected 

on any one sign structure. Whenever two facings are so 

positioned, neither shall exceed 325 square feet. 

{51 Double-faced• back-to-backo and Y-type signs shall 

be considered as a single sign or structure. 

(b~ where two or aore faces, back to backt are 

supportea oy separate structures, each shall be considered a 

single siqn. 

(7~ No two signs shall be spaced less than SOO feet 

apart adjacent to an interstate highway or li•lted-access 

priaary highway, except that signs •ay be erected closer 

than SOO feet if they are separated by buildings or other 

obstructions In such a •anner that only one sign facing 

located within the above spacin~ distance is visible fra. 

the highway at any one tiae. 

(6) ~igns aay not be located within 500 feet of any of 

the following which are adjacent to the highway unless the 

signs are in an incorporated area: 

(a) public parks; 

(D) public forests; 

(c) puolic playgrounds; 

(d) scenic areas designated as such by the highway 

department or other state agency having and exercising this 

authority; 

(e) ce111eteries. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
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(91 A siJn may not be located on an interstate highway 

or freeway within 500 feet of an interchange or intersection 

at grade or re~t areao The 500 feet is to be .easured ~long 

the interstate or freeway fro. the beginning or ending of 

the paveaent widening at the exit fro• or entrance to the 

eain-traveled way. 

(10) Signs may be llluainatedo subject to the following 

restrictions: 

(a) ~iyns which containo includeo or are illuminated 

by a flashing• lnteraittento or eoving light or lights are 

prohibited, except those giving public service inforaatlon 

sue~ as ti.eo dateo teaperatureo weathero or siooi lar 

13 inforaation. 

lit (b) Signs which are not effectively shielded as to 

15 prevent beaas or rays of light fro• being directed at a 

16 ~ortlon of tne traveled ways of the interstate or 

17 federal-aid pri•ary highway or which are of such intensity 

18 or brilliance as to cause glare or to i•pair the vision of 

19 the driver of any aotor vehicle or which otherwise Interfere 

lO with a driver's operation of a aotor vehicle are prohibited. 

Zl (cJ A sign aay not be so illuainated that It 

22 interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an official 

23 traffic sigao de~icao or signal. 

lit 

25 

(11) The location of 

priaary highways between 
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sign structures situated on the 

streets. road so, or highways 
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entering or intersecting the main-traveled way shall conform 

to the following minimum s~acing criteria: 

(a) Where the distance beh•een center! i nes of 

intersecting streets or highways is less than loOOO feet. a 

minimu• spacing between structures of 150 feet may be 

permitted between the intersecting streets or highways. 

(b) Where the distance between centerlines of 

intersecting streets or highways Is 1.000 feet or moreo 

•inimum spacing between sign structures shall be 300 feet." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 28 

2 INTRODUCED BY KANOUCH 

] BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

4 

., A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO LIMIT THE 

b APPLICATION OF STANDARDS FOR PERMITTED OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 

1 TO CERTAIN TYPES OF SIGNS; AMENDING SECTION lS-lS-113• ~CAo• 

'I 

q BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 75-1'>-lllt HCA, is a•ended to read: 

l1 •7'>-1'>-113. Standards for per•itted advertising. 

12 Except for outdoor advertising beyond 660 feet of the 

l3 nearest edge of the right-of-way of an interstate or prieary 

14 highway outside of an urban areao outdoor advertising 

l'> per~itted under sybsectjpns ll!idl and l1lle! of 75-1'>-111 

l!'> shall conform to the following require-ants: 

l1 (1) Signs ~ay not be erected or •aintalned which 

18 exceed lo200 square feet in area. including border and tri• 

19 but excluding base or aprono supports• and other structural 

20 members. 

21 (2) Haxi~um length, 60 feet. 

22 (3) Maximum height• 40 feet as eeasured from the 

23 ground or, if the sign is attached to a structure. as 

l4 measured from the base of the sign itself. 

l5 (4) No more than two facings visible and readable from 
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the same direction on the ••in-traveled way •ay be erected 

on any one sign structure. Whenev~r two facings are so 

positioned, neither shall exceed 325 square feet. 

(5) Oouble-facedo back-to-backt and v-type signs shall 

be considered as a single sign or structure • 

(6) Where two or .are faceso back to backt are 

~u~ported by separate structures. each shall be considered a 

single sign. 

(7) No ~wo signs shall be spaced less than SOD fee~ 

apart adjacent to an intersta~e highway or lieited-access 

prieary highway, except that signs •ay be erected closer 

than SOD feet If ~hey are separated by buildings or other 

obstructions In such a eanner that only one sign facing 

lo~ated within the above spacing distance is visible fro• 

the highway at any one tl ... 

(B) Signs .ay not be located within SOO feet of any of 

the following which are adjacent to the highway unless the 

signs are in an incorporated area: 

(a) public parks; 

(b) public forests; 

(c) public pla~grounds; 

(d) scenic areas designated as such by the highway 

depart.ent or other state agency having and exercising this 

authority; 

(e) ~eoneter i es. 
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(9) A sign •ay not be located on an interstate highMay 

or freeMay within 500 feet of an Interchange or i~tersection 

at grade or rest area. The 500 feet is to be measured along 

the interstate or freeway fro• the oeginninq or ending of 

the paveaent Midening at the exit fro• or entrance to the 

Main-traveled way. 

(10) Signs eay be illu•inated, subject to the following 

restrictions: 

(a) Signs which contain, includeo or are illu•inated 

by a flashing. inter•lttento or moving light or lights are 

prohibited, except those giving public service infor•ation 

such as tlaeo dateo teeperatureo Meathero or siellar 

13 inforeation. 

lit (b) Signs which are not effectively shielded as to 

15 prevent beaes or rays of light fro• being directed at a 

16 portion of the traveled ways of the interstate or 

17 federal-aid prieary highway or wnich are of such intensity 

18 or brilliance as to cause glare or to iepair the vision of 

19 the driver of any •otor vehicle or which otherMise interfere 

20 with a driver's operation of a .ator vehicle are prohibited. 

21 (c) A sign eay not be so illueinated that it 

22 interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an official 

23 traffic sign, device, or signal. 

Zit {11) The location of sign structures situated on the 

25 pri•ary hi9hMays betMeen streets, roads• or highways 
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entering or intersecting the •ain-traveled way shall conform 

to the following eini.ue spacing criteria: 

(a) Where the distance between centerl ines of 

intersecting streets or highMays is less than 1,000 feet• o 

•inieu• spac;ng between structures of 150 feet ~ay be 

perM;tted betMeen the intersecting streets or highways. 

(b) Where the distance betMeen centerlines of 

intersecting streets or highMays is 1.000 feet or more. 

•inieue spacing between sign structures shall be 300 f~et." 

-End-
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