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HOUSE BILL NO. ~-

INT~OOOCEO BY 

BY REOUEST OF THE Ot:PARTI'!ENT o,~ FISH AHO GAME 

A BILL FOR AH ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AHENO SECTION 

23-2-512, MCAo TO INCREASt: THE FEE FOR MOTORBOAT DECALS FROM 

51 TO 55.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-512, "'A• is a.ended to read: 

•23-2-512. ldenti flcati on nUIIber. (1) The owner of 

each .atorboat requiring nu.Oering by this state shall file 

an application for nuabe.- in the office of the county 

treasurer Mhere tt~ ~torboat is oMned or taxable on for•s 

prepared and furnished by the division of .ator vehicles. 

The application shall be signed by the owner of the 

motorboat and shall be accompanied by a fee of ~ 12· Any 

alteration, change, or false state.ent contained in the 

application will render the certificate of nuaber void. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved for•• the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certiflcat" of 

nu.ber prepared and furnished by the division of motor 

vehicles, stating the nu•ber awarded to the aotorboat and 

the na•e and address of the owner. 

(2) Before filing the application with the county 
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treasurer, the appl lcant shall subait It to the county 

assessor, who shall enter on the application, in a space to 

be provided for that purpose, the •arket value and taxdble 

value of the .otorboat for the year for which the 

application for registration is aade. 

(3) The applicant, upon the filing of the appllcationw 

shall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee and 

the personal property taxes assessed against the aotorboat 

or vessel for the current year of registration before the 

a~plication for registration or reregistration •ay be 

accepted by the county treasurer. 

(~) Should the ownership of a .atorboat change• a new 

application fora with fee shall be filed within a reasonable 

tiee with th~ county treasurer and a new certificate of 

nuaber -rded in the sa- -nner - provid4Jd for in an 

original award of nuaber. 

(5) lf an agency of the United States govern.ent has 

in force a coaprehensive syst .. of identification nuebering 

for aotorho~ts in the United States, the nuabering syste• 

e•ployed pursuant to this part by the division of motor 

vehicles shall be in conforaity. 

(6) ~very certificate of number and the license decals 

awarded under thi& part shall continue In effect for a 

ptriod not to exc~d l year unless sooner terainated or 

discontinued in accorddnce with the provisions of this pdrt • 
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Certificates of nuaber and license decal$ shall show the 

date of expiration and •ay be renewed by tn. o~ in the 

same ownner prov i do> d for in th>O i nit_ i al 

cert it I cat<'! • 

securinq of the 

( 7) terti f icates of nu81ber sh.lll expi r<> on Apr i 1 JO of 

each year and aay not be in effect unless renewed under this 

part. 

(8) In event 

shall furnish the 

of transfer of ownership, the purchaser 

county treasurer notice within a 

reasonable tiae of the dCquisition of all or any part of his 

interest, other than the creation of a security interest, in 

a .atorboat nuabered in this ~tate or of the loss. thefto 

destruction, or abandaneent of the ~torboat. The transfer, 

loss, thefto destruction, or abandon•ent ter•IRdtes the 

certificate of nuaber for the aotorboat. Recovery froe theft 

or transfer of a part Interest that does not affect the 

owner•s right to operate thP. ~torboat does not teralnate 

the certificate of nu.oer. 

(9) A holder of a certificate of nueber s~ll notify 

the county treasurPr within reasonablP ti.e If his address 

no lonqer 

certificate 

confor•s to 

and furnish 

the address appearing on the 

the county treasurer with his new 

address. Tha division of •otor vehicles •ay provide by rule 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the foraPr 

address and its repldCeaent with ~ certificate bearing the 
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new address or the ~!ter~tion of an outstanding certificate 

t u sh0t11 the new address of the ho 1 de r. 

(10) (d) The nu•ber awarded •ust be paint<;J on or 

attached to each outboard side of the forward half of the 

aotorhoat oro if there are no such sides• at a corresponding 

location on both CMttboard s;.;es of the foredeck of the 

aotorboat. T'le nuat>Pr awarded shall read fra. left to right. 

be in Arc )i c nu•~ra ls • in block characters of good 

proportion at least 3 ncnes tall excluding border or trla9 

of a colot' th.,t contra~ts w th the color of the backc;rouno. 

and be so 11aintaineu as t·J b., clearly visible and legible. 

Ttw nuaber aay not be o>l aced on the obscured unders i d<: of 

the flared bow where it Cdnnot be easily seen fro• another 

vessel or ashore. ~o nu~~erals• letters. or devices. other 

than those used in connection with the identifyin~ nu~ber 

Issued. aay be placed in the proxl•ity of the identifying 

nullber. No nuaerals, letterso or devices which •ight 

interfere with the ready Identification of the •otorbodt by 

its identifyin~ nuaber aay be carried as to interfere with 

the aotorboat•s i6entification. No nuaber other than the 

nueb~r and license jecal awarded to a ~torboat or granted 

reciprocity under this part shall be painted, attached, or 

otherwise displayed on either side of the forward half of 

the •otorboat. 

(b) The certificate of number shall be pocket size ~nd 
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1 available to federalw state, or local law enforceaent 

z officers at all reasonable ti.as for Inspection on the 

3 motorboat whenever the aotorboat is on waters of this state. 

~ {c) Boat liveries are not required to have the 

5 certificate of nuaber on board each .otorboatw but a rental 

b agreement .ust be carried on board livery .otorboats ln 

7 place of the certificate of nu.oer. 

8 (11) Fees collected under this section shall be 

9 transaitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the 

10 fees in the .otorboat certificate Identification account of 

11 an ear•arked revenue fund. These fees shall be used onl, for 

1Z the adainistration and enforceaent of this part• as aaended. 

13 {lZ) An owner of a aotorboat aust within a reasonable 

1~ time notif, the division of .ator vehicles, givin9 the 

15 aotorboat's identifying nuaber and the owner's na.e When 

16 that .atorboat becoaes docuaented as a vessel of the United 

17 States or Is transferred, lost, destroyed, abandoned, or 

18 frauded or within 60 da,s after change of state of principal 

19 use.• 

-End-
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