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STATEMENT OF INTENT RE: HB 2 

l 

3 

4 The intent of thi$ act is to cause •axl~• return of 

s beverage containers vith lliniDIUII adverse IMpact on 

b consumers, retailerso and distributors. A retailer should be 

1 allowed the discretion to refuse rede~tion of an othervise 

B acceptable container vhere (at a re~tion center exists 

9 with its priaary purpose to redeeM single metal containers 

10 in a sanner convenient to consu.arso and (bJ a container is 

11 offered in a clearly unsanitary condition and the retailer 

12 JUdges its acceptance would create a health hazard. A 

13 distributnr may under no circu•stance refuse redeaption of a 

14 beverage container •eating specifications. but •ay establish 

lS means of reimbursing retailers and redeaption centers 

1b electing to retain redee .. d containers together with such 

17 verification as is necessary to insure that such retained 

16 containers are not rerede ... d. The educational program 

19 should use only existing state informational m~terials 

20 unless the depart•ent concludes that supple .. ntal aaterials 

21 are necessary to explain the purpose of the deposit and the 

22 manner by which containers can be redee.ed. 

23 First adopted by the HOUSE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL 

24 RESOURCES on February 20t 1979. J-18 rl 
~-:/-.,.,.;) 
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INTR:JOUCE D BY =~ "" ";,±.. ~-.u ~....-
Ges•~< p~~ ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH REFUWO 

VALUES FOR iEVEKAGE CONTAINERS SOLO IN MONTANA• LABELING 

R~C~·UIREMENTS FOR BEVERAGE CONTAINERS, REQUI.tEMENTS FOR 

'( ::n~ ~p TIm: CEnTERs., RETAILERS t AND OISTR !l;IUTORS AND THE 

QtPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES; PROViDING 

FOR VIOLATIONS AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATe.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE -STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act] aay be cited as th@ 

"~ontana aeverage Container Reuse and Recycling Act•. 

Section 2. Purpose. The purposes of [this act) are to: 

(1) facilitate the recycling and reuse of beverage 

containers used in this state; 

(2) proaote citizen participation In reducing wasteful 

use of material and energy resources; and 

(3) reduce beverage container litter and disposal 

costs. 

Section 3. Definitions. As used in [this act)• unless 

the context indicates otherwise, the following definitions 

apply: 

{ 1) "Bev,,r.~qe• •eans beer or oth~r ealt beverag"!sw 

mio~ral waters. soda water, tea, and carbonated soft ~rinks 

LC 0133/01 

1 in liquid for• and intended for hu•an consuaption. 

2 (2) "Beveraqe cont:•i ner• •eans the individual, 

3 separate, sealed glass, .atalt or plastic bottle, can, Jar, 

"t or carton containing a beverage. 

5 (3) "Bottl~r• •eans a person vho bottles. canso or 

0 otherwise fills beverage containers for sale to distributors 

1 ~r retailers in this state. 

8 ("t) •consu~r• aeans a person vho purchases a beverage 

9 . In a beverage container for use or consuaptlon. 
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(51 •oepart.ent• .. ans the departaent of health and 

environaental sciences. 

16) •oeposlt• .. ans the aaount collected upon sa1e of 

a beverage In a beveraqe container to be refunded upon 

return of the container. 

(7) "Distributor• aeans a person who enga~es In the 

sale of beverages In baverage containers to distributors or 

retailers ln this state. 

(8) •Redeeptlon center• aeans an operation established 

pursuant to [section 7) where any person may obtain the 

refund value for a beVerage container. 

(9) "Retailer• •eans a person who engaJes in the sale 

of beverages In beverage containers to c:onsueers. 

(10) •Single-•etal beverage container• .sans a beverage 

container co•prised 99.5~ or eore by w~ight of one aetal. 

Section '>• Refund value ..-~qui red. rach bevera'IE' 

-z- 1113 .-.. 
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container sold or offered for sale in this state shall have 

a refund value of not less than 10 cents. This refund value 

shall be deter•ined by the bottler according to the type• 

kind. and size of the bevara9e container. A aetal beveraqe 

container retains Its refund v3lue even If flattened. 

crushed• or othervlse bent. provided that the label provided 

for in [section 6) is visible. 

Section s. Notice of refunds on vending machines. 

Every operator of a vending •achina that sells bevera~es in 

beverage containers shall post a conspicuous notice on each 

vending •achine indicating that a refund value of not less 

Ulan 10 cents Is available on each beverage container 

purchased and specifying the nearest loca~ion where refunds 

•ay be obtained. 

Section 6. labeling. Ut Except as provided In 

subsection 12to the word •Montana•. the phrase •Return for 

Oeposlt•• and the refund value shall be clearly indicated on 

every beverage container sold or offered for sale in this 

stat~ in letters ~nd nu•erals not less than one-fourth of an 

inch in height. The lnfor•ation required by this section 

shall be fir•ly affixed to the beverage container. aay not 

be indicated ~n the botto• of tho container. and shall bP 

eabossed or staaped on the top of =etal beveraqe containers. 

(2) Any type of glass beverage container having a 

refund value of not less than 10 cents prior to (the 

-3-
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effective ~· of this act] and having a brand name 

permJnently •arked thereon is not required to indicate the 

rvfund value under subsection 11)• 

Section 7. Redeaption center establish•ent and 

requireaents• (1) To facilitate the return and recyclin~ ot 

beverage containers• any person may establish a redemption 

center by coaplylng with this section. 

(2t A redeaption center •ay not refuse to accept frcw. 

any consu~er or to pay in cash the refund value for any 

slngle-.etal beverage container that Is e~ty and labeled ~s 

provided for In [section 6)• A rede•ptlon center may elect 

to accept beverage containers other than single-metal 

containers. 

(3t A redeaption center shall file a statement with 

the depart..nt specifying the naMe• locatlono addressr and 

owner of the center and all retailers served by the center 

and shall notify the depart•ent and each retailer th~ center 

serves at least 30 days prior to ceasing operations. 

Section B. Retailer requ I reaents. I 1) ExcPpt as 

provided In subsections {2) and {3)o a retailer .ay not 

refuse to accept fro• any consu•er or to pay in cash the 

refund value for any beverage container that i~: 

(a) eapty. reasonably clean. and unbroken; 

lbJ labeled as provided for in [section 6); 

(c) of the kind. sizeo and brand sold by the retailer; 

-It-
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and 

(d) presented to the retailer at the retailer's place 

of business. 

(£) A retailer selling a beverage In a beverage 

container solely for consu.ption on the pre•ises of the 

r~tailer may choose not to charge a deposit at the ti~e of 

sale ando if so choosing, is not required to pay a refund 

for accepting the container back. 

(3) If a retailer's place of business Is located 

~ithin a •unicipality in ~hich a rede•ption center is 

located or within a 5-•lle radius of a rede•ptlon center, 

the retailer •ay refuse to accept or to pay the refund value 

·'lf a single-•etal oaverage container. 

(4) A retailer served by a redesption canter or 

centers shall pro•lnently display the location and hours of 

operation of each such rede•ption center. 

Section 9. Distributor requlre•ents. (1) A distributor 

may not refuse to accept fro• any retailnr 

center or to pay the refund value for 

containers that are: 

or rede•ption 

all beverage 

(a) empty, reasbnably clean. and unbroken; 

(b) labeled as provided for in [section 6]; 

(c) of the klndo size, and brand sold 

rJi st.r i ~utor i 

by t:he 

(d) pres2nted for collection at the retailer's or 
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rede~tion center's place of business; and 

(e) accounted and billed for by the retailer or 

rede-Ption center. 

( 2 t The distributor shall r-it pay-nt under 

subsection (1) within lit days of the receipt of reasonable 

vPrification as provided for in subsection (4)(a) • 

{l) ln addition to the payaent of the refund value. 

the distributor shall rei~rse the retallP-r or rede~tion 

center for tne cost of handling at: least: 

and 

(a) 2 cents per rede ... d container until July 1, 1qs1; 

(b) 1 cent per red...ad container after July lw 1qs1. 

t•) A distributor is entitled to: 

(a) written or personal verification, at the 

distrlbutor•s request, fro. a retailer or rede•ptlon center 

accounting for all beYeraqe containers billed for but not 

returned to the d:stributor; and 

(b) unclaiaed deposits. 

Section 10. Oepart•ent requlre~nts. To encourage the 

return of beverage containers as established by [this act:} 

and to acquaint the citizens of and visitors to Montana with 

{this act)o the departeent shall: 

(1) uti 1i zew whenever appropriate• existing 

inforeation eaterials of the depart•ent and rP.co.-end to 

other state agancies coapleeentary utilization of sieitar 

-6-
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1 aaterlals. Such ln~or•atlon •aterlals ••Y Include but are 
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not li•ited to road •aps, travel paephlets, pro.ational 

aaterlals9 and •aterlals noreally distributed to educational 

institutions. 

(21 •aintain a current list of all rede~tion centers 

and the retailers they serve and distrihut~ such list to any 

person upon request; 

C3t inwestiqate, 

act]• any reasonable 

for the purposes of en~orcing [this 

co.plalnt 898fnst a retailer• 

redeaption center, distributor• or bottler. 

Section 11. Violations. A violation o~ (this act) Is a 

elsde .. anor. fech day on which e violation occurs Is a 

separate o~~ense. 

Section 12. Severabilit~· If a part of this act Is 

invalid• all valid parts that are severable fro. the i'nwalld 

part r .. aln In e~fect. If a part of this act Is Invalid In 

17 one or .are of Its applications. the part reealns In effect 

18 In a11 valid applications that are sevrrable froe the 

19 invalid applications. 

ZQ Section 13. Effective date. This act Is effe~tlve July 

21 1. l~SO, excapt that rede•ptlon centers as ~rovided for In 

ll [s~ction l} aay be ~stabllshed prior to th~t date. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY VINCENTe KESSLERo WALDRONt UHDEo 

DUSSAULT, GESEKo PALMERo KEMMISo HUENNEKENS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH REFUND 

VALUES FOR BEVERAGE CONTAINERS SOLD IN MONTANAo LABELING 

REQUIREMENTS FOR BEVERAGE CONTAINERS, REQUIREMENTS FOR 

REDEMPTION CENTERSo RETAILERSo AND DISTRIBUTORS AND THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES; PROVIDING 

FOR VIOLATIONS AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act] •ay be cited as the 

"Montana Beverage Container Reuse and Recycling Act•. 

Sect.~n z. Purpose. The purposes of (this act) are to: 

111 facilitate the recycling and reuse of beverage 

containers used in this state; 

(2} pro-ate citizen participation in reducing wasteful 

use of •aterial and energy resources; and 

(3) reduce beverage container litter and disposal 

costs. 

Section 3. Definitions. As used In (this act)o unless 

the context indicates otherwiseo the following definitions 

apply: 

(1) •Beverage• .. ans beer or other •alt beverages. 
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•lneral waterso soda water, teao and carbonated soft drinks 

in liquid for• and intended for huean consu•ption. 

(21 •Beverage container• .. ans the individualo 

separate, sealed glasso ..tal• or plastic bottleo cano jaro 

or carton containing a beverage. 

(1) •Bottler• eeans a person who bottles. canso or 

other~lse fills beverage containers for sale to distributors 

or retailers In this state. 

(~) •Consu .. r• .. ans a person who purchases • beverage 

In a beverage container for use or cons~lon. 

(5) •oepart .. nt• .. ans the depart8Bnt of health and 

environ .. nta1 sciences. 

(6) •oepostt• .. ans the aeount collected upon sale of 

a beverage in a beverage container to be refunded upon 

return of the container. 

(71 •Distributor• .. ans a person who engages in the 

sa\e of beverages in beverage containers to distributors or 

retailers in this state. 

(8) •Redeeption center• .. ans an operation established 

pursuant to [section T] where any person •ay obtain the 

refund value for a beverage container. 

(9) •Retailer• eeans a person who engages In the sale 

of beverages in beverage containers to consu .. rs. 

(lOJ •sinqle-•etal beverage container• .. ans a beverage 

container co•prised 99.5' or -ore by weight of one metal. 

-2- HB 2 
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Section 4. Refund -1·ue required. -Each be,_age 

conta<ner sold or off•red for sale In this state sheli have 

a refund value of not. l<iss tflan 10 cents. .• This refund value 

shall be deter•ined b'J' the bottler according to the t.ypew 

kinch and size of the bever~ conu•ner. A -tal beverage 

container retains its ref'und va·lue even if flattenedw 

crushed• or otherwise bent• provided that the label provided 

for in [section 6] is visible. 

Section 5. Notice of ref'unds on vending .-chines. 

Every operator of a vending .. chine that sells beverages in 

beverege containers s~ll post a conspicuous notice on each 

vendin~ eachine Indicating t~t a refund value of not less 

th.n 10 cents Is avail<Jble on each beveragecontainer 

purchased and specifying the neare$t location where refunds 

-Y be obt•l ned. 

Section 6. labeling. (l) except as provided in 

subsection (2}o the word •Montana•, the phrase •Return for 

Deposit•• and the refund value shll11 be clearly indicated on 

everr bever•ge container sold or offered for sale in this 

state in letters and nu .. rals not less than one-fourth of an 

inch in height. The infor .. tion required by this section 

s.hall be firely aff'ixed to the beverage contalnero eay not 

be indicated on the bottoe of the containerw and shall be 

eebossed or staeped on the top of .. tal beverage containers. 

(2) Any type of glass beverage container having a 

-3- HB 2 
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refund value of 

ef f.ect.l ve date 

not. les-.s t.han lO 

of thi s ect ] and 

cents prior to 

having a brand 

{the 

na-

pf'rl!lanently mar-ked thereon is not required to lndicat.e the 

refund value under subsection (1)• 

Sect ton 1. RedeiiPt I on <:ent.er est.ab·l i sh-.Jrt and 

require .. nts. (1) To facilitate the return and recycling of 

beverage containers• any person eay establish a redemption 

center by coepl'J'ing with this section. 

(2) A redeeption center eay not refuse to accept fro• 

any consueer or to pay in cash the refund value for any 

single-eetal beverage container that is e111pty and labeled as 

provided for in [section 6)• A redeeption center .ay elect 

to accept beverage containers other than single-metal 

containers. 

(3) 4 redeeptlon center shall file a stateeent with 

the departeent. specifying the nameo locationo addressw and 

owner of the center and all retailers served by the center 

and shall notify the departeent and each retailer the center 

serves at least 30 days prior to ceasing operations. 

Section 8. Retailer require•ents. (11 Except as 

provided In subsections (2) and (l)t a retailer .ay not 

refuse to accept froe any consu.ar or to pay in cash the 

refund value for any beverage container that is: 

(a) eeptyw reasonably cleano and unbroken; 

(b) labeled as provided for in [section 6}; 

-4- L6 2 
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(c) of the kind• size• and brand sold by the retailer; 

and 

(d) presented to the retailer at the retailer•s place 

of business. 

(Z) A retailer selling a beverage in a beverage 

container solely for consu~tion on the preelses of the 

retailer may choose not to charqe d deposit at the time of 

sale and, if so choosing, is not required to pay a refund 

for accepting the container baCk• 

(3) If a retailer's place of business is located 

within a •unicipality In which a redeeptlon center is 

located or within a 5-eile radius of a redeaptlon centero 

the retailer eay refuse to accept or to pay the refund value 

of a sinqte-.. tal beverage container. 

(~) A retailer served by a rede•ption center or 

centers shall proeinently display the location and hours of 

operation of each such redeeption center• 

Section 9. Distributor requireeents. (11 A distributor 

may not refuse to accept fro• any retailer or rede•ption 

center or to pay the refund value for all beverage 

containers that are: 

(a) e•pty, reasonably clean. and unbroken; 

(b) labeled as provided for in (s~tion 6}i 

(c) of the kind, sizeo and brand sold 

distributor; 

-5-
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(d) presented for collection at the retailer's or 

redeeption center•s place of business; and 

(e) accounted and billed for by the retailer or 

redeeption center. 

C2) The distributor shall re•it pay-nt under 

subsection (11 within 1~ days of the receipt of reasonable 

verification as provided for In subsection (4)(a). 

(ll ln addition to the pay.ant or the refund value, 

the distributor shall reiabursa the retailer or redeeption 

center for. the cost of handling at least: 

and 

(a) Z cents per redeeaed container until July 1• 1~8li 

(b) 

(It) 

(a) 

cent per redeeeed container after July 1• 1981. 

A distributor is entitled to: 

written or personal verification• at the 

distributor's request. from a retai,er or radeeptlon center 

accountinQ for all beverage containers billed for but not 

returned to th~ distributor; and 

(b) unclal.ed deposits. 

Section 10. Depart•ent require-nt&• To encourage the 

return of bevera~e containers as established by [this act} 

and to acquaint the citizens of and visitors to Montana with 

{this act)• the departaent shall: 

(ll utilize. whenever appropriate• e~istinq 

infor~ation eaterials of the departeent and reco•aend to 

-6- HB 2 
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other state agencies co-Pleaentary utilization of siailar 

2 materials. Such inforaation eaterlals may include but are 

3 not liait.ed to ~oad aapso tr.tv,;l pamphl' ts. pro1110tional 

4 aaterlalst and aaterials noraally distributPd to educational 

5 institutions. 

6 (2) eaint<~in a current 1 i st of all r,,,Je•otpti on centers 

7 and the retailers they serve and distribute such list to any 

8 person upon request; 

9 Clt Investigate• for the purposes of enforcing (this 

10 act]o any reasonable ca.plaint. against a retailer, 

11 rede~tlon centero distributor. or bottler. 

12 Section ll• Vloletlons. A violation of (this act) is • 

13 aisde ... nor. Each ~Y on which a violation occurs is • 

14 separate offense. 

15 Section 12. Severability. If a part of this act Is 

16 invalido all valid parts that are severable froM the Invalid 

17 part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

18 one or aore of Its applications, the part reaains in effect 

19 in all valid applications that are severable froa the 

20 invalid applications. 

21 Section tJ. Effective date. This act is effective July 

22 lo 1980• except that redeaptlon centers as provided for in 

23 (section 7] •ay be established prior to that date. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILl NO. Z 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, KESSLERo MALORON, UHOEo 

OUSSAULTo GESEKt PALMERo KEMMISo HUENNEKENS 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH REFUND 

VALUES FOR BEVERAGE CONTAINERS SOLO IN MONTANA, LABELING 

Rf~UIREMENTS FOR BEVERAGE CONTAINERS, REQUIREMENTS FOR 

REDEMPTION CENTERS, RETAILERS, AND DISTRIBUTORS AND THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVJRD""ENTAl SCIENCES; PROVIDING 

FOR VIOLATIONS AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATe.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section I. Short title. [This act) •ay be cited as the 

•Montana Beverage Container Reuse and Recycling Act•• 

Section 2. Purpose. The purposes of {this act] are to: 

(1) facilitate the recycling and reuse of beverage 

containers used in this state; 

(2) pro•ote citizen participation In reducing wasteful 

use of ~aterial and energy resources; and 

(3) reduce beverage container litter and disposal 

cost so 

Section 3. Definitions. As used in [this act}• unless 

the conte~t indicates otherwise, the following definitions 

apply: 

(1) •Beverage" •eans beer or other •alt beverages, 
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•ineral waters, soda water, teao and carbonated soft drinks 

in liquid for• and Intend~ for hU .. n consueption. 

(21 •Beverage container• .. ans the Individual• 

separate, sealed glass, .. talo or plastic bottle• can, jaro 

or carton containing a be¥eraqe. 

(3) •eottler• eeans a person whO bottles• cans, or 

otherwise fills beverage containers for sale to distributors 

or retailers In this state. 

(~) •consueer• .. ans a person who purchases a beverage 

in a beveraqe container for use or consu~tlon. 

(S) •oepart .. nt• eeans the depart.ent of health and 

environeental sciences. 

(6) •Deposit• eeans the aeount collected upon sale of 

a beverage in a beverage container to be refunded upon 

return of the container. 

tl• •Distributor• eeans a per•on who engages in the 

sale of beverages in bevera~e containers to distributors or 

retailers in this state. 

(8) •Redeeption center• •eans an operation established 

pursuant to {section 7} where any person •av obtain the 

refund value for a beverage contain£r. 

(9) ·~etailer• eeans a ~erson who engages in the sale 

of beverages In beverage containers to consu.ers. 

(10) •single-•etal beverage container• .. ans a beverage 

container co•prised 99.5• or -are by weight of one •etal. 

-2- SECOND PRINTING we 2 
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Section ~. Refund value .-equi.-ed. Each beYe.-age 

containe.- sold o.- offe.-ed for sale In this state shall haye 

a refund yalue of not less than 10 cents. Thi~ refun~ value 

shall be detereinad by the bottler according to the type, 

kind, and size of the beverage container. A .atal beverage 

container .-etains its refund yalue eyen if flattened, 

crushedo or other~ise bente p.-oYided that the label provided 

for in [section 6) is Yisible. 

Section 5o NotiCe of refunds on vending ~achines. 

Every operator of a yending aachine that sells beve.-ages in 

beyerage containers shall post a conspicuous notice on each 

yending aachine indicating that a .-efund Yalue of not less 

than 10 cents is available on each beverage containe.­

purchased and specifying the neare1t location Mhere refunds 

eay be obtained. 

Section 6. Labeling. (lJ Except as provided in 

subsection (2lo the NOrd •Montana•• the phrase •Return for 

Deposit•• and the refund value shall be clearly indicated on 

eYery beverage container sold or offered for sale in this 

state in letters and nueerals not less than one-fourth of an 

inch in height. The inforeation required by this section 

shall be firely affixed to the beYerage container. ~ay not 

be indicated on the bott~ of the container. and shall be 

embossed or staeped on the top of .. tal beverage containers. 

(2) Any type of glass beYerage container having a 
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refund yalue of 

effective date 

not less than 10 

of this act] and 

cents prior to 

haYing a brand 

[the 

name 

permanently ftarked thereon is not requi.-ed to indicate the 

refund Yalue under. subsection 11~· 

Section 7. Redeeption center establish•ent and 

require•ents. 111 To facilitate the retu.-n and recycling of 

beverage containers. any person eay establish a redemption 

center by coeplying with this section. 

(2) A redeaption center eay not refuse to accept from 

any consu .. r or to pay in cash the refund value for any 

single-eetal beverage container that is e•pty and labeled as 

proyided for In (section 6]o A redemption center aay elect 

to accept beverage containers other than single-metal 

containers. 

(3~ A redeeption center shall file a state•ent with 

the depart•ent specifying the name, location, address. and 

owne.- of the center and all retailers se.-ved by the center 

and shall notify the depart•ent and each retailer the center 

serves at least 30 days prior to ceasing operations. 

Section 8o Retailer requireeents. (1~ Except as 

proyided in subsections (ZI and (3~, a retailer may not 

refuse to accept from any consumer or to pay in cash the 

refund Yalue for any beverage container that is: 

(a~ empty, reasonably clean, and unbroken; 

(b) labeled as proYided for in (section 6J; 
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CcJ of the kindo sizeo and b~and sold by tne ~etaile~: 

and 

(d) p~esented to the retailer at the retaila~•s place 

of business. 

(2) A ~•tailer selling a beve~age in a beverage 

container solely for consu.ption on the pre•ises of the 

retailer •ay choose not to charge a deposit at the ti.a of 

sale ando if so choosing, is not requl~ed to pay a refund 

for accepting the container back. 

{3) If a retailer's place of bUsiness is located 

within a •unicipality in which a rede.ptlon center Is 

located or within a 5-•ile radius of a re~tlon Cantero 

the retailer •ay refuse to accept or to pay the refund value 

of a single-.etal beverage container. 

(41 A retailer served by a rede.ption center or 

centers shall proMinently display the l~cation and hours of 

operation of each such rede•ption cent•~· 

Section 9, Distributor requir ... nts. (lt A distributor 

~ay not refuse to accept fro• any retailer or rede.ption 

center or to pay the refund value for all beverage 

containers that are: 

(a) e•pty, reasonably cleano and unbroken; 

fb) labeled as provided for in [section 6)> 

(ct of the kind, size, and brand sold 

distributor; 
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(dl presented for collection at the retailer's or 

red.-ptlon center•s place of business; and 

(a) accounted and billed for by the retailer or 

rede•ptlon center. 

(2) The distribute~ shall r-lt pay-nt under 

subsection (1) within t4 ~ days of the receipt of reasonable 

verification as provided for in subsection (4)(a). 

(3) In addition to the pay.ent of the refund value, 

the distributor s_hall rel~rse the retailer or redet!ptlon 

center for the cost of handling at least: 

and 

(a) 2 cents pe~ red~d container until July lo 1981: 

{b) 

(4) 

Cat 

1 cent per redee.ed container after July lt 

A di&tributor is entitled to: 

written 0~ personal verification, at 

1981. 

the 

distributor's ~equesto fro• a ret~iler or redeaptlon center 

accounting for all beve~age containers billed for but not 

returned to the distributor; and 

(b) unclal .. d oeposits. 

Section 10. Depa~t•ent requireMents. Lll To encourage 

the return of beverage containers as established by [this 

act] and to acquaint the citizens of and visitors to Montana 

with [this act)o the departMent shall: 

tttiAi utilize, ~henever appropriate. existing 

infor•ation •aterials of the departMent and reco .. end to 
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1 other state agencies c~pleaentary utilization of slailar 

2 ~aterials. Such inforaation aaterials aay include but are 

3 not liaited to road aapst travel pd~phletso pro.ational 

~ aaterialso and aaterials noraally distributed to educational 

5 institutions. 

6 t~ti&l aaintaln a current list of all redeaption 

1 centers and the retailers they serve and distribute such 

8 list to any person upon request; 

9 ~J.ll investigate• for the purposes of enforcing 

10 {this act)• any reasonable coaplalnt against a retailere 

11 redeaption center. distributor. or bottler. 

12 (21 THE DEPABIMENI _aax_ADDPI RYLiS IO ADMIHISTER ANQ 

13 iNFPI'E (THIS ACIJ. 

1~ Section 11· Violations. A violation of [this act] Is a 

15 aisd ... anor. Each day on which a violation occurs is a 

16 separate offense. 

17 Section 12· Severability. If a part of this act is 

18 Invalid• all valid parts that are severable froa the Invalid 

19 part reaaln in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

20 one or aore of its applications, the part reaains ;n effect 

21 In all valid applications that are severable froa the 

22 invalid applications. 

23 Section 13. Effective date. This act is effective July 

2~ lt 1980o except that redeaption centers as provided for in 

25 [section 1) aay be established prior to that date. 

-End-
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