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A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TC GEWNERALLY REVISF THE

INTBODUCEL BY

LAWS IMPLEMENTING THE CONSTITUTICWAL RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TC
PETITION FOE INITIATIVE ANC BEFEFENDUM OF STATERIDE ISSDES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2704, 23-2802, 23-3326, AND B9-2330.3,
B.C.M. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 37-101 THEROUGH 37-104,
37-100.1, 37-104.2, 37-104.3, 37-106.56, 37-104.5, 3T7-104.6,
37-104.7, 37-104.8, 37-104.9, 37-1C4,1C, 37-105 TBROUGH

37-110, AND 37-20% THROUGH 37-203, R.C.%. 1347."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTANA:
Section 1. There is a new B.C.%. section mnumtered
37-115 that reads as follows:
37-115. Imritiative angd referendum procedures
established. The right of the people tc rfetiticn to enact
laws Ly initiative, tc v©petition to approve cr reject by
referenduma any act of the legislature except an
appropriation of money, toc call for a vcte cn whether there
shall be a constituticnal ccmventicn, and to propose
constitutional amendments by initiative as guaranteed ty The
Constitution of +the State of Montana pay be exercised

through adherence tc the prccedures established in this

chapter.
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Section 2. There 1is a nev F.C.M. secticn numbered
37-116 that reads as fcllcws:

37-116. ®ho may petition —— sufficiency of sigmature.
A petition for the initiative, the referendum, or to call a
constitutional convention may be sigped cnly by a qualified
elector of the state cof Mcptana. A sigrature say nct be
counted unless the elector has signed in substantially the
sasme manner as on the voter registry card.

Section 3. There is a new R.C.N. sectior numbered
37-117 that reads as fcllows:

37-117. Fora of petition generally —— approval of form
required —— petitions nuebered. (1) A petition for the
initiative, the referendum, or to «call a ccostituticnal
convention must be substarntially ip +the fcrm ©provided by
this chapter, Clerical or technical errors that do not
interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of
signatures on the petition do nct render a petiticon void.

{2) Petitions wmust ke submitted in a form such that
the face dimensions do not exceed 8 172 x 14 inches in size.
Fach sheet Bay be 8 1,2 x 14 inches, or a ccontinucugs cheet
may be folded so as to zeet this size limitation, Separate
sheets of a petition may be fastened in secticns of not more
than 25 sheets. Neither a sheet ncr a section of a gpetitico
may <contain signatures of electcrs frcm wmcre than one

ceunty.
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{3) Before a petition Eay be circulated for
signatures, a sasple sheet wmust Lte suybmitted to the
secretary of state im the fcre in which it will ke
circulated. The secretary of state shall refer a ccgy cf the
sheet to the attorney gqemeral for his ‘approval. The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
sheet for sufficiency as tc fore and apgrcve or reject the
form o¢f the petition stating his reasons therefor, The
attorney general shall return the sheet together with his
comments within 3 working days after receiving it. The
secretary of state shall revievw the comments of the attoroey
general and make a final decisicm as tc the apprcval or
disapproval cof the form of the sheet. The secretary of state
must notify the person who subeitted the sheet cof the
aprroval cr rejection together with reascrs for rejection,
if applicable, withip 1 week cf receiving the sheet.

{4) The secretary of state shall serially nouasbter all
submitted petitions that are approved as tc fcr
continuously from year to year. The numbering systes shall
distinguish the different types of petiticns received and
include provisions for nusbering measures referred to the
people by the legislature.

Section 4. There is a new R.C.M, secticn nuebered
37-118 that reads as follows:

37-118. Petition for the initiative. (1} The follcwing
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is substantially the form for a petiticr calling for a vote
to enact a law by the initiative:
WARNING

A person whe purposefully signs a nase cther than his
own to this petition or who sigmns his pame mcre than once
upon a petiticn fcr the same issye at ope electice cr who is
not, at the time he signs this petition, a qualified elector
of the state of ¥ontana is punishable by a f£ine not
exceeding $500 or isprisonment in the county jail fcr a terw
not to exceed € months, or both, cr impriscnment in the
state prison for a term not to exceed 1 years.

PETITICHN FCB INITIATIVE

Tc the HBonoratle ......, Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

We, the undersigned gualified electcrs of the state of
Bontana, respectfully propose that the eeasure grinted
within this petition, entitled (title cf profposed law}, be
submitted to the gualified electors of the state of HMcontana
for their approval or rejecticn at the general electior to
be held cn the .... day of veeeer 19... Ey his signature,
each signer certifies: I have personally sigoed this
petition; I am a qualified electcr cf the state cf Pontanaj

I have pct signed ancther petition for the sase issue for

"the same election; and ey Fost-cffice address and

legislative representative district nuwber are correctly
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written after ay name to the best c¢f oy knowledge and
belief. The complete text of the measure preoposed is as
follows: (coeplete text cof prcpcsed law).

{2) Nusbered lines shall follow the above heading.
Each numkered 1line shall ccrtain spaces for the signature,
post—office address, legislative refpresentative district
nusber, and printed last name of the signer. Each separate
sheet of the petition shall contain the heading and the
complete text of the proposed law as prescribed above.

Section 5. There is a pev R.C.M. sSection numbered
37-119 that reads as follows:

37-119. Petition for the referenduam. (1) The following
is substantially the fors fer a petition calling for
approval or rejecticn of an act of the legislature bty the
referendun:

WARNIKG

A person who purpcsefully signs a name other tham his
own tc this petiticn or who signs his rame mcre than once
upon a petition for the same isSsue at one electicr cr whec is
not, at the time he signs this petition, a qualified elector
of the state cf Montana is punishakle by a fipe c¢f nect
exceeding $500 or impriscoment in the ccunty jail fcr a ters
not to exceed 6 months, or both, or imprisonment in the
state prison for a terx mct tc¢ exceed 10 years.

PETITION FOR REFEREKDUM
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To the HONOrakbtle ceavesey Secretary oc¢f State of the
state of Montana:

%e, the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montana, respectfully petition that Senate (HFouse) Bill
Fumber ...., entitled (title cf act)}, passed by the ......
Legislature of the state of Montapa at the regular (sgecial)
session of the legislature that commenced ...e.., 19.., be
referred +to the people of the state fcr their agproval or
rejection at the general election toc be held on the ...,. day
Of csiseey 19 ... BY his sigpnature, each signer certifies: I
have perscnally signed this petiticn; I am a gualified
elector of the state of Montana; I bhave not signed ancther
petition for the same issue for the sase electicn; and ay
post—office address and legislative representative district
nusber are correctly written after my name to the bhest of ay
knovledge and belief. The cosplete text cf the act to be
referred is as follows: (ccmplete tezt of act),.

{2} Huombered lines shall fcllow the atove heading.
Fach nuebered 1line shall ccntain spaces for the signature,
post—office address, 1legislative representative district
nusber, and printed last name of the signer. Each segarate
sheet of the petition shall contair the heading and the
cosplete text of the act on vbich referendus is petitioned
as prescrited above,

Section 6, There is a rew R,.C.%. section rnusbered
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37-120 that reads as follows:

37-120. Petition for initiative for ccrstitutional
convention. (1) The fcllcwing is sukstantially the fcre for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
gualified vcters the question cf whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

WARNIKG

A person who purposefully signs a pame cther than b&is
own to this petiticn or who signs his name more than once
apon a petition for tke same issue at cne election or who is
nct, at the time he signs this petition, a gualified elector
of the state is punishable bty a fine not e€xceeding $500 «c1
impriscnmsent in the county jail fcr a term nct to exceed 6
months, or both, or isprisonaent in the state priscn fcr a
terem not to exceed 10 years.

INITIATIYE PETITION ON THE CUESTICN OF CALLIBG
A CONSTITUTICNBRL CONVENTICN

To the Honorable ......, Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Re, the undersigned qualified electcrs cf the state of
Montana, respectfully petition that the guesticn of whether
there shall be an unlimited ccnvention to revise, alter, or
apend The Constitution of the State cf Mcntana be submitted
to the gqualified electcrs of the state of Montana fcr their

approval or rejecticn at the general election tc be held cn
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the .... day of ...s., 19... By his signature, each signer
certifies: I have personally signed this petition; I am a
gualified electcr cf the state of Montapa; I have nct signed
another petition for the same issue fcr the same <lection;
and wmy fpost-office address and legislative Tepresentative
district number are correctly writter after my name to the
best of my knowledge and Lelief.

{(2) Numbered 1limes shall follows the above heading.
Each nuabered line shall alsc contain spaces for the
signature, post-office address, legislative representative
district number, and printed last naame of the signer. Each
separate sheet of the petition shall contain the heading
prescribed above.

Section 7. There is a new F.C.¥. secticn numtered
37-121 that reads as focllows:

37-121. Petition for initiative for copstitutional
amendment., (1) The following is substantially the fcras for a
petition for the initiative to amend the constitution:

WAREING

4 perscn who purposefully signs a name other thap his
oWn to this petition or vhc sigms his name more tkan coce
upon a petition fer the same issue at one electicn cr whe is

not, at the time he signs this petition, a qualified elector

"of the state of Xontana is punishable by a fine not

exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the ccunty jail fcr a tern
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not to exceed 6 months, c¢r bocth, or imprisonment in the
state priscon for a term not tc exceed 1§ years.
PPTITION PECOPOSING A CONSTITUTICNAL AMEKDMERT
BY THE INITIATIVE

To the Honorable ......, Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

We, the undersigned gqualified electcrs of the state of
Bontana, respectfully petition that the constitutional
amendment printed within this gpetiticn be sutmitted to the
qualified electors of the state of Montapa fer their
approval or Trejecticn at the statewide election to be held
on the ...,. 32y 0f .<...., 19... By bhis signature, each
signer certifies: I have personally signed this petition; I
am a gonalified elector of the state of Mcptana; I have not
signed another petition fcr the sase issue fcr the same
electicn; and =y post-office address and legislative
representative district onumber are correctly written after
my name to the best of By knowledge and telief. The cozfplete
text of the proposed amendment is as fcllcws: (ccomplete text
of proposed amendment).

{2) Humbered lines shall follce the atocve bheading.
Fach numbered 1line shall ccntain spaces for the signature,
post—office address, legislative refresentative district
number, and printed last name of the signer. Fach separate

sbeet of the petition shall contain the heading and the
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cosplete text of the propcsed amendment as prescribed above.

Section 8. There is a new BR.C.M, section numbered
37-122 that reads as follows:

37-122. Submission of petition sheets —— certificatico
of signatures. (1) Signed sheets or secticns of petitions
shalil be subpitted to the official respcusible for
registration iof electors ir the ccunty 1in which the
signatures were obtained no socner tham 1 year and no later
than 2 weeks before the final date for filimg the petiticn
with the secretary of state. Ip no case, however, may a
person subait a sheet or secticn of a petition to the ccunty
official so late as to allow less than 1 working day before
the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of
state for every 200 signatures on the sheets or secticns of
the petition submitted.

{2) An affidavit, in substantially the fcllowing fors,
shall be attached to each sheet or secticn subaitted to the
county official:

(ualé of person circulating rpetition), teing first
sworn, deposes and{says: That I circulated or assisted in
circulating the petition to which this affidavit is attached
and I believe the signatures therecr are genuine, are the
signatures of the persons whose pames they purport to be,
and tkat the signers knew the contents of the petition

before signing the same.

-10-
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cessesccenssnsa [Signature)

Subscribed and sworn to before se this .... day of ......
19...

seesssss (Perscn anthorized to take caths)

Seal ssessneses (Title or nctarial infcraation)

Section 9. There is a new R.C.M. secticn nusbered
37-123 that reads as followss:

37-123. <County official tc forvard verified sheets.
(1) The county official verifying the number of registered
electors signing the petitiom shall fcrward it to the
secretary c¢f state by certified mail with a certificate in
substantially the following fcra attached:

To the Honorable ......, Secretary of sState o¢f the
state of Hcontana:

T, seceesssy seese (title) of the Ccunty of cocescenrs
certify that I have exasined the attached (secticn
containing ...,s, sheets} or (.... sheets}) cf the petition for
{referendun, initiative, constituticonal ccnvention, or
constitutional amendment) NO., ,... in the manner prescribed
by law; and I believe that .... {(nDusber) signatures in
Legislative Representative District ®Ne. .... (repeat for
eachk district included in sheet or section) are walid; and I
farther certify that the affidavit of the circulator of the
{sheet) (section) of +the ©petiticr is attached and the

post—office address and legislative representative district
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nusber is cospleted for each valid signature.
Signed: essceneses (Late) seesenss {Signature)
Seal vessesrnasens (Title)
{2) The «county official certifying the sheets cr
sections of a petition shall keep a cory of the sheets or
sections certified in the official files cf his cffice. The
copies may be destroyed 3 scnths after the date cf the
electicn specified in the petitior naless a ccurt acticn is
pending on the sufficiency cf the petition.
(3) The ccunty official receiving the =sheets or
sections of a petition shall check the nases of all sigpers
to verify they are registered electcrs of the county. In

addition, the official shall randcmly select 1% cf the

*signatures on each sheet or section and compare thes with

the signatures of the electors as they afppear in the
registration records of tbhe office. If all the racdoxly
selected signatures appear to be genuine, the nuster of
signatures of registered electcrs on the sheet or sectiop
may be certified to the secretary cf state withcut further
cospariscn of signatures. If any of the randcszly selected
signatures do not appear to be genuire, all =signatures cn
that sheet or section aust te compared with the signatures
in the registraticn records cf the cffice.

(4) The county official tc whcm the sheets or secticns

of the petiticn are submitted may nect retain a sheet or
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secticn for 1longer +than 1 working day fcr each 200
signratures on the sheet or secticn. The secretary of state
pay extend this time if he is convinced the werkload
involved requires extensicn.

(5) A registered elector of a ccunty having reason to
believe that signatures on a getiticn that were nct awmcng
those actually compared with signatures iec the registraticn
recoerds of the «ccunty are not geruire may file a swornm
statesent of bis helief and regquest for ccamparfison of those
signatures he believes are mnot genmine with the county
official certifying the sheet or section of the fpetiticno,
If any of the challenged signatures are not genuine, the
county official must compare all signatures om that sheet or
section and issue an amended certificate to the sectetary of
state giving the correct nuaker of valid signatures.

section 10. There is a new R.C.N. section npuabered
37-124 that reads as follows:

37-124. Consideraticn and counting of signatures by
secretary of state, (1) The secretary of state shall
consider and count only such signatures cn fetitions as are
certified by the proper ccounty cfficial, and each such
certificate is prima facie evidence <c¢f the facts stated
therein. However, the secretary of state may ccnsider and
connt any signature not certified by the ccunty cfficial

that is certified by a notary public cf the ccunty in which
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the signer resides to be the genuine sigrature of an elector
legally qualified to sigp the petition.

(2) The official certificate of the notary public for
any signature not certified as valid by the county cfficial
shall be in substantially the fcllcwing fcra:

State of Mcntana } ss
County Of ..sieveances)

I, e+eeses {(name}, a duly qualified and acting notary
public in apnd for the atove-named county arnd state, do
hereby certify: that I am personally acqguainted with each of
the following-named electors whose signatures are affizxed tc
the annexed ({petition} {copy cf a petition), and I know of
my ovn knowledge that they are registered electors of the
state of Bcntana and of the county and legislative district
written after their names in the tfetiticr and that their
post—office address is correctly stated therein.
tessesssasensssensssvenserssassnncss (NAREs of such electars)

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereuptc set ay hand and
official éeal this sees day cf eenees 19...

casessssesecsssassensss {Signature)
Seal sesrsssesssse (NOtarial informaticn)

Section %1. There is a new F.C,M. secticn numbered
37-125 that reads as follcws:

37-125, Time for filing. Unless a specific time for

filing is provided in the constitution, all petitioms filed
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with the secretary of state, certified as grovided Lty law,
must be received before 5 p.m. cf the second FPriday of the
fcocurth =cnth prior to the electicn at which they are tc be
voted upon by the peorle.

Section 12. There is a pew R.C.M. section numbered
37-126 that reads as follows:

37-126. Certification of petiticr tc governcr —-
governcr's proclasation. When sheets or sectices of a
petition for referendun, initiative, constitutional
convention, or constitutional awvendmert containing a
sufficient number of signatures have been filed with the
secretary of state within the time zequoired by the
constitution or by law, he shall iswmediately certify to the
governor that the completed fetiticm has been officially
filed. The governor shall include the titles cf all ballot
issues certified to him by the secretary of state cr
referred to the people or proposed by the legislature in the
proclamation required by 23-2901 and shall alsc include a
brief statesent of each issue®s tencr and effect.

Secticn '3. There is a new R.C.K. secticn npumbered
37-127 that reads as follcws:

37-127. Transmittal of issues to the attcrney general
- attorney general's statement. (1) The secretary cf state
shall transeit a copy of a ballct issue proprosed bty any type

of injitiative petiticn cr 1eferred to the people by
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referendus petitiop and a copy of the fcre im which the
issue will appear ob the ballct tc the attorney general cn
the same day he certifies the «cfficial filing cf the
completed petiticm tc the governcor.

(2) The secretary cf state shall transmit a ccpy of anm
act referred to the pecple or a comstituticnal azendment
proposed by the legislature and a ccpy cf the form in which
the issue will appear on the ballct tc the attcrney general
no later than 6 mcnths before the election at which the
issue will be voted orn by the fectle.

(3) %ithim 10 days after receiving a copy of a tallot
issuve that will be voted cn by the [fpecple, the attcrney
general shall return to the secretary cf state a statement
not exceeding 100 words in ordinary rlain larguage
explaining the general purpose of the issue sulbmitted. The
statement by the attorney general shall give a true and
impartial stateament of the purpcses of the issue in flain,
easily understood language and im a manner that is not an
argument or likely tc create prejudice either for or against
the issue.

(4) At the same time he rteturns the statement
explaining the purposes of the issue, the attorney general
shall notify the secretary of state cf his approval or
disapproval of the ballot fore for the issue submitted by

the secretary. If the ballot fcra is not approved, the
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secretary of state shall immediately subeit a new Fallot
fors and potice of apprcval cr disapproval must be giver Ly
the attorney general within 5 days of receiving the nDew
forw, Fither officer aay request the assistance of the
supreme ccurt if the two are not able tc agree on the ballct
form for amy issue.

{5} If statements of the implication of a vote fcr or
against a ballot issue have been provided by the legislative
act or petition placing the issse cn the ballect, the
secretary of state shall include a copy of +the statenments
with the copy of the issue submitted to the attorney
general. ¥hen the attcrney general returns his statement of
the general purpose of the issue to the secretary cf state,
he shall imclude a notice that he has reviewed the
statements of the implicatice c¢f a vote for or against the
issce and may include comments as to whetber the statements
clearly explain the implicaticns ¢f a vote. If statements of
the implication of a vote for or agaimst a measure have not
been provided, the attcrney general shall grevide ‘the
statesents with bhis statement of the general purpose of the
issue, Stateszents of the implicaticon c¢f a wvote feor or
against a ballot issue shall be nc more than 25 words and
shall be in simple language clearly explainivg the meaning
of a vote for the issue or a vote agairst the issve. Such

statements shall be placed beside the diagram provided for
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the wmarking of the ballot sisilar to the follcwing exaaple:

[1 FOBR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years

of age.

0 AGAINST extending the right tc vcte tc persoms 18

years of age.,

{6} In the case of an act referred tc the feople or a
constitutional amendment froposed ©Ly the legislature, the
secretary of state shall prepare a statesent =setting fortk
the wote by which the issue passed each bhouse cf the
legislature. The secretary of state shall file an cfficial
copy of his statement with the attcrney general's statement
on the issuve in the official records of his office.

Section 14, There is a ney F.C.M. section numktered
37-128 that reads as follcus:

37-128, Vvoter informaticn ramchlet, {1) ta) The
secretary of state shall prepare for prinsting a voter
information pamphlet <containing the fcllcwing information
for each ballot issue to te voted c¢n at ar electicm, as
applicahlé:

(i) title and complete text cf the issue;

{ii) statement of the secretary of state;

{iii) statement of the attcrmey genmerxal;

{iv) the fors 1in whick the issue will appear cn the
ballot;

{v} arguments advocating approval and rejection of the

—-18-
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issue; and

{vi) rebuttal arguments.

{t) The secretary cf state may arrange the informatica
in the order wvhich seems most apgrorriate, tut the
inforwaticn for all issues in the Tpaaphlet shall be
presented in the saae order.

{2} The arguaents advocating approval or rejecticn of
the ballct issue and rebuttal arguzents shall te submitted
to the secretary of state by coseittees agpointed as
provided in this subsection:

(a} The committee advccating agpproval of am act
referred to the gecple or a constitutiocnmal amendment
proposed by the legislature or an act referred to the people
by referendum petition shall be cospcsed cf one senator
knovn to favor the measure, appcinted by the president of
the senate; one representative kncwn to favor the measure,
appointed by the speaker cf the house of regreseptatives;
and one meaber who need not be a member cf the legislature,
appointed by the first two members,

{b) The committee advocating rejection of a Lallot
issue referred tc the people or proposed by the legislature
shall be coaposed of cae cenator appcinted by the president
of the =senate; one representative appcinted ty the speaker
of the house of representatives; and one sember whc need not

be a member of the legislature, appoiated by the £first two
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meabers. f§henever possitle, the wmeazbers shall be known to
have opposed the issue.

{c} A three-member committee advccating agproval of a
ballot isswe proposed by any type of initjative petiticn or
advocating rejection of arny ballot issue that is a
legislative act referred to the ppecrle by referendus
petition shall be appointed by the chairman of the
organizaticn that was first on recoerd with the ccmmissicner
of campaign finances and practices as a propcnent cf the
petition.

{d) A committee advocating rejecticn cf a ballct issue
proposed by any type of initiative petition shall be
composed of five members. The govermcr, attorney general,
president of the =enate, and speaker of the house of
representatives shall each appciat cne member, and thke fifth
sember shall be appointed by the first four wmesbers. 2all
mesbers shall be known to favor rejection of the issue.

section 15. There is a new FR.C.M, section nuakered
37-129 that reads as follcws:

37-129, Time for making appcirtments — chairman. (1
Appointments to committees advccating approval cr rejection
of ar act referred tc the gfpecple cr a constitutional

amendment proposed Ly the legislature shall be filed with

‘the secretary cf state no later thar 4 a@months before the

election at vhich the ballot issue will be voted on Ly the
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Feople.

(2) Appointments to committees advocating agrreval or
rejection of a ballot measure teferred to the peogple by
referenduw petiticn or proposed by any type of ipitiative
petiticn shall be filed with the secretary of state no later
than 10 days after the measure is certified to the governcr.
At the same time the certification of the sufficiency of a
petiticn is made to the governor, the secretary of state
shall notify all persons responsible for appcirting members
of cosmittees advocating approval or rejection of the issue
of the date by which such appointments must be filed in his
office.

(3) The appointee of the president ¢f the senate is
the chairsan of any ccamittee to which that cfficer makes arm
appointment. The appointing authority fcr other committees
shall name a chairman at the time the appcintzents are made.

Section 16, There is a new R.C.#. section nusbered
37-130 that reads as follows:

37-1306. Expenses allcwed, Each committee is entitled
to receive funds for the preparaticn of arguwents and
expenses of wmeabers not to exceed $150 for a three-member
commnittee and 3$25C for a five-memker committee. Itemized
claims for actual expenses incurred, aprrcved by a majority
of the comemittee, shall be suopmitted to the secretary of

state for payment fros funds approprriated for that purgcse.
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Section 17. There is a new R.C.X. section numbered
37-131 that reads as follcws:

37-131. Limitation on length c¢f argument advocating
approval or rejection -- time of filing. An argument
advocating approval or rejecticn c¢f a ballot issue is
limited tc 500 words and =shall be filed, in typewritten
form, with the secretary of state no later than 30 days
following the date Ly whick the appointment of the committee
was regquired to be filed with the secretary of state. In no
case, however, maay an argument be sabmitted for filing later
than 70 days before the election at which the issue will be
voted on by the people. A wmajority of the cosmittee
responsible for preparation must afpprcve and sign each
argusent filed. Separate sigoned letters of approval of an
argument may be filed vwith the secretary cf state by members
of a committee if necessary to meet the filing deadline.

Section 18, There 1is a nev 1®,.C.H%, section numktered
37-132 that reads as follows:

37-132. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state
shall grovide copies of the argusents advccating approval or
rejection of a ballot issme to the members of the adversary
coesittee no later than 1 day fellowing the filimg ef Ecth
the apprcval and rcejecticn arguments for the issuwe ia his
office. The committees may ©prepare rebuttal argquments no

longer than 250 words that shall be filed, in tygewritten
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form, with the secretary of state nc later than 1 days
after the deadline for filing the criginal arguments,
Discussion in the rebuttal arqusent must be confired tc the
subject wmatter raised in the arqument being rebutted. The
rebuttal argument shall be approved and signéd by a majority
of the comsittee responsible for its preparation. Separate
signed 1letters of apprcval may be subaitted in the same
mapner as for the original arguments.

Section 19, There is a new BR.C.NH. secticn nuabered
37-133 that reads as follcws:

37-133. Rejection of isproper arguments _
responsibility of author fcr contemt. (1) The secretary cf
state shall reject, with the apprcval of +the attorney
general, an argusent or other wmatter held tc contain
obscene, vulgar, profane, scandalous, libelous, cr
defamatory matter; any language that ir any way incites,
counsels, promotes, or advocates hatred, abuse, violence, or
hostility toward, or that terds tc cast ridicule or shame
upon, 2 group of perscns ty reason of race, cclcr, religicnm,
or sex; or any matter not allowed tc be sent thrcugh the
sajil. Suchk arguments wmay not be filed or printed in the
voter information pasphlet.

(2) Nothing in this act relieves an author of any
argument fros civil or crieinal responsibility for

statements contained in an arquaent printed in the voter
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information pamphlet.

Section 20. There is a mnew E.C.M. secticn numbered
37-134 that reads as fcllcws:

37-134. Printing and distribution of voter information
pamphlet. (1} The secretary cf state shall arrange withk the
department of administration by requisitico for the printing
and delivery of a voter information paaphlet fer ali ballet
issnes to be suktmitted to the people at least 90 days before
the election at which they will be submitted. The
requisition shall include a delivery list providing for
shipment cf the required number of paephlets to each county
and to the secretary cof state.

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the numker
of copies necessary tc furnish one copy to every vcter in
each county and provide for ap extra supply of the pamphlets
in his office in determining the number cf vcter pasphlets
to be ordered in the requisition.

{3) The department of adsinistraticnr shall call for
bids and contract with the lcwest bidder for the grinting
and delivery of the voter inforwation pamrhlet. The contract
shall reguire comgleticn of printing and shipment, as
specified on the delivery list, of the voter inforsmaticn
ramphlets by not later than 3C days befcre the election at
which the ballot issues will ke voted on by the recgle.

{4) The county official responsible fcr veter
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registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter of the county
no later than 2 weeks after the pamphlets are received frca
the printer.

{S) 1Ten copies of the voter infcrmation pasphlet shall
be availatle at each precinct fcr use by any voter wishing
to read the explanatory information and ccmplete text tefore
voting on the ballcot issues.

Section 21. There is a npew R.C.M. section numbered
37-135 that reads as follous:

37-135. Secretary of state to certify ballot fors. (1)
The secretary of state shall furnish tc the official of each
county respcnsible for preparatiorn and printing of the
ballots, at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
election, a certified copy of the fere in which each lallot
issue to be voted on Ly the people at that election is to
appear on the ballot. Onless <ctherwize provided in the
legislative act or petition placimg the issue cn the ballot,
the secretary of state shall list for each issue the pusber,
the methed of placement on the ballct, the title, amnd the
statewents of the implication of a vote for cr against the
issue that are to be placed beside the diagram for warking
the ballot. The secretary of state shall use for each kallot

issue the title of the legislative act, legislative
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constitutional proposal, or ballot issue propcsed by any
type of ipitiative petition unless that title exceeds 1(C
words. B title of 100 words or less fcr the ballot shall be
provided by the legislature or the organization circulatiung
the petition if the official title exceeds 100 vwords,
Following the onumber of the ballot issue, the secretary of
state shall irclude one of the £follocwing =statesments to
jdentify why the issue has teen placed on the ballot:

{a) an act referred by the legislaturej

{b}) an amendment to the constituticu proposed ty the
legislature;

{c} an act of the legislature referred by referendun
petition; cr

{d4) a law or constiteticnal asendment proposed by
initiative petition.

{2) FEach of the ccunty cfficials respcnsible for the
preparaticn and printing of the ballcts shall print the
ballot issues on the official ballot in the fore and order
in shich'the issues have been certified Lty the secretary of
state. k11l ballot issues shall te placed on the cfficial
ballot prescribed by 23-3506, 23-38G&, or 23-3904 unless
specific written approval by the secretary c¢f state for
placing the ballot issues cn a serarate ballot is received
by the official responsible for printipmg the ballct. The

secretary of state may issue such afpproval only shen the
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number of issues to be voted on at an electicn wmakes it
impossible to print the entire ballet, iucluding the Ltallot
issues, opn the official ballot as prescribed by 23-3506,
23-3804, or 23-39C4,

Section 22, There is a new R,C.N, section numbered
37-136 that reads as follcows:

37-136. Determination of result cf election. {1) The
votes on ballot issues shall bLe counted, canvassed, and
returned by the rtegular bcards <¢f Judges, clerks, and
officers as votes for candidates are ccanted, canvassed, and
returned. The abstract of votes cih ballot issues shall be
prepared and returned to the secretary of state in the
sanner provided by 23-8C15 for abstract of votes fcr state
officers. The state board of canvassers shall rroceed within
20 days after the election at which sach ballot issaes are
voted wupon and, at the same time as the votes for state
officers are canvassed, canvass the vctes given for each
ballot issue. The secretary cf state, as secretary cf the
board of state canvassers, shall prepare and file im his
office a statement of the canvass giving the nueber and
title of each issue, the whole number of vwctes cast in the
state for and against each ballot issue, and the effective
date of each ballot issue approved by a wajority of those
veting or the issue. The secretary of state shall transmit a

certified copy of the statement of the <canvass to the
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governor.

{2 <The secretary of state shtall serd a certified copy
of all ballot isswes which have beer aprrcecved bty a emajority
of those voting on the issuve ard a ccpy of the statesent of
the canvass to the executive director <¢f the 1legislative
council at the same time he transmits a certified ccpy cf
the statement c¢f the canvass tc the gcverncr.

Section 23. There is a new R.C.M. secticn npurbered
37-137 that reads as follcws:

37-137. Effective date of initiative and referenduwm
issues. (1} Unless the petiticn placing an initiative issue
on the ballot states othervise, an initiative issuve arrroved
by the people is effective on July 1 follewing agfprcval,

{2) Unless the legislature grcvides otherwize, a
constitutional amendment proposed by the Ilegislature and
approved by the people is effective ¢n July‘1 fcllcwing
aprroval.

(3} Onless specifically provided by the legislature in
an act referred ty it to the pecple or until svspended by a
petiticn signed by at least 15% of the gualified electcrs in
a majority of the legislative representative districts, an
act referred tc the people is in effect as provided ty law

until it is approved cr rejected at the election. &n act

‘that is rejected is repealed effective the date the result

of the canvass is filed by the secretary cf state under
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37~-136. An act referred to the people that was in effect at
the time of the electicr and dis approved bty the people
resains in effect. An act that vas suspended by a fpetition
and is approved by the Gfpeople is effective the date the
result of the canvass is filed by the secretary cf state
under 37-136. An act referred by the legislature that
contains an effective date fcllcwing the electicn becomes
effective on that date if approved by the fecple. An act
that provides no effective date apd whose substantive
Frcvisions were delayed by the legislature pending approval
at an election apd that is approved is effective July 1
following the election.

Section 24. There is a nev B.C.H. secticn numbered
37-138 that reads as follcws:

37-138. Vviolations — penalties. a person who
xnovingly makes a false entry upon a petition or affidavit
required by this chapter or who knowingly signs a petition
to place the sase issue on the kallot at the sase election
pore than once is guilty of unswern falsificaticn or
tampering with pulklic recerds or informaticn, as
appropriate, and is punishable as grovided in 94-7-204 or
94-7-209, as applicable.

Section 25. Secticn 23-2704, R.C.K. 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

®»23-27048. Wotice and clesing c¢f registration for

—-29-
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electicns cn iascerring of state indebtedpess cther than for
refunding or levy of tax. (1) 1If the question cf state
indebtedness, issuance of bouds or debentures cther than for
refunding, or the levy of a tax for state furposes, is
submitted at an election other than a general cLiennial
election, the registrar of each county shall publish in the
official county newspaper, a notice signed by bhis, stating
that registration will close at noon cn the fortieth (40th)
day prior to the date of the election unless the act
providing for the submission of the guesticn fixes a
different time for the giving of notice. The notice shall be
published ten (10) days or wsore prior to the date when
registration will bYe closed unless the act providiag for
sebaission of the guestion fizxes a different time for
clesing registration.

{2) If the oguestion is to be subsitted at a gemeral
biennial election, notice and the <clcsing of registration
shall be governed by the laws applying to general biennial
elections; The provisicns cf seeties—37-107y——FeGrllvr—I943
37-138 apply to the printing and distribution cf ccries ef
the propecsed law.™

Section 26. Section 23-7802, R.C.M. 1947, 1is amended
to read as folleows:

"23-2802, Publication and ¢rinting cof amendments to

constitution. If a proposed constituticnal amendsent or
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amendments are subeitted tc the pecple, the secretary of
state shalls

43 —#ave have tke proposed amendment cr amendaents
published in foell +twice each wmonth for +we—42} months
previous to the election at whkich they are to be voted upon
by the people in not less than one 43} newstagper eeameniy
eirgudated of general circulatjon in each county.

+——flave—a—panphlet—printed-06ataining—3n-—0E26t—6aHY

843"

Section 27. Sectjon 99-2330.3, R.C.E. 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

®89-2330,3. Procedures for elections in drainage
districts. The election provided for by section 89-2330.1
shall be governed by the follcwing rules.

{1} ©Notice of the electicn shall be as rrcrvided in
sectionr 89-2303 except that the fcrm of the ballct shall be
as hereinafter provided.

{2) The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in section 89-23C4.

(3) The gqualifications of electcrs shall te as
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provided in section 89-2305 except that, in addition to
persons hclding title, or evidence of title to lands withinp
the district, any person as therein defined whc does not cwr
land within the district but bas been assesseé or will have
his improvements assessed under chapter 409, laws cf 1973,
or who will be assessed for bepefits received, shall te
entitled tc cne (1) vote. Commissioners shall prepare a
list of suoch persons anrd give thew notice as provided in
secticn 89-2303.

{4) The commissioners of any district in existeace
pricr to the effective date cf chapter 409, Laws of 1973,
who wish to hold an election to determine if the district
shall be governed by chapter 409, Laws cf 1973, shall at any
regular or special meeting adopt a resclutice calling for am
electicn to determine whether or not the voters of said
district wish to be governed by chapter 489, Laws of 1973,
The resolution shall centain a short sussary of the changes
sade by chapter 409, Laws of 1973 and shall include the
summary as part of the nctice previded for by section
89-2303, In addition, the cosmission shall provide copies of
chapter 409, Laws of 1973 to any perscn interested in
obtaining a copy of the same and the notice tc the ferscas

in the district calling the election shall descrite where

-and how copies may be cbtained. The commissicners aay

authorize a reasonable charge fcr providing said copies, not
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to exceed twenty cents ($.20) per page.

(5) The ballot shall include the sumsary as gfrovided
for in the preceding paragraph and the fcrms cf the ballot
shall conform, as closely as possilble, to that set fcrth in
seetieon—37—308 3I7-1217.

{6) A simple majority of those who cast valid ballocts
shall determine the outcowe of the electicn.™

Section 28. Section 23-3326, B.C.M. 1947, 1is amended
to read as follows:

%23-3326, Submission and verificaticn of petition.
Petitions of ncwination for the presidestial freference
primary election wmust be presented tc the county clerk and
recorder of the county in which the signatures are gathered.
The county clerk and recorder must verify the signatures in
the wmanner prescribed in seetied—33-3183)—FBrbvle—-I043,

7-123 and must forvard the petiticrs te the secretary of

o

state. The petitions aust be subaitted to the clerk and
recorder at least #histy-—430} days Lefore the filing
deadline established in seesioa 23-3305y—8sCvlr—I043, "

section 29. Repealer. Sectiomns 37-101 through 37-104,
37-104.1, 37-104.2, 37-104.3, 37-1C4.4, 37-104.5, 37-104.6,
3I7T-104.7, 37-108.8, 37-104.9, 37-104.10, 3I7-105 through
37-110, and 37-201 through 37-203, R.C.M. 1947, are
repealed.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. ___ 38877

Form BD-15 v/

FISCAL NOTE

In compliance with a written request recaived February 7 , 19177 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for _SenateBjll403 ____ ______ _ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Revises the laws implementing the constitutional right of the people to petition for initiative and referendum on statewide issues.
FISCAL IMPACT:

Minimal.

LOCAL IMPACT:

Counties should realize some saving of costs in processing petitions and in printing ballots.

BUDGET DIRECTOR j‘fﬂ'\

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Date: . —7Z (= 27 -
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Approved by Committee
on State Administration
SENATE BILL ND. 403

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGE

A BILL FUR AN ACT ENTITLED:z “AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS IHPLEMENTING THE COUNSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO
PETITION FOR INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM ON STATEWNIDE ISSUESS
AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2T704s 23—-2802y 23-3326y AND 89-2330.3s
ReCoMe 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 37-101 THROUGH 37-104,
37-104ely 37-104%e2y 3T-10%4e3+ 37-104a4%y 3T-104e5+ 37-104.69
37-10%e7Ty 37-104e8¢ 37-104«%s 37-104e10y 37-105 THROUGH

37-1109 AND 37-201 THROUGH 37-203s ReleMe 1347."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAYE OF MONTANA:

Section le There is a new ReCesMe section numbered
37~-115 that reads as follows:

37-115« Initiative and referendum procedures
establisﬁed- The right of the people to petition to enact
laws by initiatives to petition to approve or reject by
referendum any act of the legislature except an
appropriation of monays to call for a vote on whether there
shall be & constitutional conventiony and to propose
constitutional amendments by initiative as guaranteed by The
Constitution of the State of Montana may be exercised
throush adherence to the procedures established in this

chaotars

SECOND READING

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

i8

19

20

21

22

23

24

5B 0403/02

jection 2. There is a neWw Re.C«Me section numbered
37~116 that reads as follows:

37-116. who may petition — sufficiency of signaturee
A petition for the initiatives the referendums or to call a
constitutional convention may be signed oniy by a qualified
elector of the state of Montanae A signature wmay not be
countad unless the elector has signed in substantially the
same manner as on the voter registry carde

Section 3« There is 2 new ReCeMe section numbered
37-117 that reads as follows:

37-117« Form of petition generally — approval of form
required —— petitions numberedes {1} A petition for the
initiatives the vreferendums or to call a constitutional
convention must be substantially in the form provided by
this chapter. Clerical or technical errors that do not
interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of
signatures on the petition do not render a petition void.

(2) Petitionas—mnvst-—be—submitted—in-a~forn—-such—that
the—face-dinensions—donot—exceed-8—172-x—t4-inches—in—sires
Ench-sheet-may-be-8-iy2-x—it—inchesv—er-a-—continsous—sheet
may-——be-fotded-so-ns—to-—meet—this—size-timrtationr——Separete
sheets—of-a-petition—may—be-fastened-in-sections—of-not-—mere
than—25-sheetsv—Neitther-a-sheet-nor—s—section—of-a——petition
may-—centatn-—siqaatures-—ef——electors——from—mora——tivan—one

countys PETITION-——PLTITION SHEETS MAY NOT EXCEED 8 1/2 X 14

2= SB 403
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{3) Before a petition nay be circulated for
signaturesy a sample sheet wust be submitted to the
secretary of state in the form in which it will be
circulateds The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the
sheet to the attorndy general for his approvala. The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
sheet for sufficiency as to fora and approve or reject the
Form of the petition stating his reasons therefor. The
attorney general shall return the sheet together with his
comments within 3 working days after receiving ite The

secretary of state shall review the comments of the attorney

-3- 58 403

10

i1

12

13

14

16

17

is

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SB 0403702

general and make a final decision as to the approval or
disapproval of the form of the sheete. The secretary of state
must notify the person who submitted the sheet of the
approval or rejection together with reasons for rejectiony
if apolicables within 1 week of receiving the sheet.

{4) The secretary of state shall serially number all
submitted petitions that are approved as to form
continuously from year to year. The numbering system shall
distinguish the different types of petitions received and
include provisions for numbering measures referred to the
people by the lJegislature.

Section 4« There is a new Re.C.Me section numbered
37-118 that reads as follows:

37-118. Petition for the initiative. (1) The following
is substantially the form for a petition calling for a vote
to enact 2 law by the initiative:

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name wmore than once
upon 3 petition for the same issue at one election or who is
note at the time he signs this petitions a qualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine not
exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not to exceed & monthss or bothsy or imprisonment in the

state prison for a term not to exceed 10 yearse.

—y— SB 403
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PETITION FOR INITIATIVE

To the Honorable seeecser Secretary of State of the
state of Hontana:

ey the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanas respectfully propose that the measure printed
within this petitions entitied (title of proposed 1aw}s be
submitted to the qualified electors of the state of Montana
for their approval! or rejection at the general election to
be held on the eese day Of eseser 1%eee By his signature,
each signer certifies: 1 have personally sianed this
petition; I am a qualified elector of the étate of Montana;
I have not signed another petition for the same issue for
the same election; and my post-office address and
legislative representative district number are correctly
written after my name +to the best of my knowledge and
beliefe Fhe—eemplete—text-of--the-—messure-——proposed-—is——as
Fo+}ensf¥teomp}ete-text—ef-pfopesed—+eufv

(2) Numbered 1lines shall follow the above headinge.
Each numbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-a>ffice addressy legislative representative district
numbery and printed last name of the siagner. teoch—-seporate
sheet-—of-—the——petition——sheti—contain-the-heading-nnd-the
comprete—text-of-the-proposed-ianw-as—prescribed-aboves

Section 5« There is @ new ReCeMe section numbered

37-119 that reads as follows:

-5 SB 403

10
i1
1z
13
14
is
16
iv
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0403702

37-119« Petition for the referendums {1) The following
is substantially the form for a petition calling for
approval or rejection of an act of the legislature by the
referendum:

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon 3 petition for the same issue at one election or who is
noty at the time he signs this petitions a qualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine of not
exceeding $500 or impriscnment in the county jall for a term
not to exceed & monthse or bothe or imprisonment in the
state prison'for a term not to exceed 10 yearses

PETITION FOR REFERENDUM

To. the Honorable eeseeas Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Wey the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanas respectfully petition that Senate (House) Bill
Number semes entitled (title of act)e passed by the eeescss
Legislature of the state of Montana at the reqular (special)
session of the legislature that comnenced seeseass 1Fsey be
referred to the people of the state for their approval or
rejection at the general election to be held on the seee day
Of eeeser 19 awe By his siqgnatures each signer certifies: 1

have personally siaoned this petition; I am a qualified
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elector of the state of Montana; I have not signed another
petition for the same issue for the same election; and my
post-office address and legislative representative district
number are cofrectly written after my name to the best of my
knowledge and belief. Fhe—complete—text—of-—the—act-—to——be
referred—is-ns-followst—{eoapiete—text—of-sctiv

{2) HNumbered 1lines shall follow the above heading.
Each nusbered line shall contain spaces for the signaturey
post—office addresss legislative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer. E£ach--separste
sheet-—of —the--petition——sheii—contain-the-heading-and-the
compiete—text-of-the—oct-on—which—referendun-—is—-petitioned
as—-preacribed-abovey

Section 6 There is a new ReCe.Ms section numbered
37—-120 that reads as follows:

37-120. Petition for initiative for constitutionat
conventione (1) The following is substantially the fora for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
qualified voters the question of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own t> this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is

nots at the time he signs this petitions a qualified elector
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of +the state is punishable by a fine not exceeding $500 or
imprisonment in the county jail for a term not to exceed &
monthss or boths or imprisonment in the state prison for a
term not to exceed 10 years.
INITIATIVE PETITION ON THE QUESTION OF CALLING
A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

To the Honorable «eeesess Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Wes the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanas respectfully petition that the question of whether
there shall be an unlimited convention to revises alters or
amend The Constitution of the State of Montana be submitted
to the qualified electors of the state of Montana for their
approval or rejection at the general election to be held on
the esee 0aY Of ceeecer 19eae By his signatures each signer
certifies: I have personally signed this petition; 1 am a
qualified elector of the state of Montana; I have not signed
another petition for the same issue for the same electiong
and my post—office address and legislative representative
district number are correctly written after my name to the
best of my knowledge and beliefe

(2) MNumbered lines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered 1line shall also contain spaces for the
signaturey post—office addressys legisltative representative

district numbers and printed last name of the signer. £eaeh
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separste-shest—of-the-petition—shall-—contain-—the——heading
prescribed-ahoves

Section 7« There is a new ReCeMs section numbered
37-121 that reads as follows:

37-121. Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendsent. (1) The following is substantially the form for a
petition for the initiative to amend the constitution:

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon 31 petition for the same issue at one election or who is
noty at the time he signs this petitione a qualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine not
exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the county fail for a term
not to exceed 6 monthss or boths or imprisonment in the
state prison for 2 term not to exceed 10 yearsas

PETITION PROPOSING A CONSTITUTIGNAL AMENDMENT
BY THE INITIATIVE

To the Honorable eseeess Secretary of State of the
state cf Montanas

des the undersigned gqualified electors of the state of
Montanae respectfully petition that the constitutional
amendment printed within this petition be submitted to the
qualified electors of the state of Hontana for their

approval or rejection at the statewide election to be held
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0N the eese day Of eeensr 1% es By his signatures each
signer certifies: I have personally signed this petition; I
am a qualified elector of the state of Mentana; I have not
signed another petition for the same issue for the same
election; and my post—office address and legislative
representative district number are correctly written after
my name to the best of my knowledge and belief. Fhe-complete
text—of-the-proposed-anendment—3is—as—Ffeoltowss—{complete—text
ef-proposed-anendmentis

{2) Numbered 1lines shall follow the above headinga
Each aumbered 1ine shall contain spaces for the signature,
post->ffice addresse 1legislative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer. FEsch——separate
sheet——of-—the——petition-—shaii—contain—the—heading-and-the
ecomplete—text-of-the—sroposed-smendrent—as—preseribed-ahoves

Section 8. There is a newWw R.C<Ms section nusbered
37-122 that reads as follows:

37-122« Submission of petition sheets -- certification
of signaturese (1) Signed sheets or sections of netitions
shall be submitted to the official responsible for
registration of electors in the county in which the
signatures were obtained no sooner than 1 year and no later
than 2 weeks before the final date for filing the petition
with the secretary of states In no cases howevery may a

person submit a sheet or section of a petition to the county
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official so late as to allow less than 1 working day before
the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of
state for every 200 signatures on the sheets or ssctions of
the petition submitted.

{2) An affidavits in substantially the followina forme
snall oe attached to each sheet or section submitted to the
county official:

{Name of person circulating petition)s AFFIEMSs OR
being first sworne deposes and says: That I circulated or
assisted in circulating the petition to which this affidavit
is attached and 1 pelieve the signatures thereon are
genuines are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to bes and that the signers knew the contents of the
petition before signing the same.

ssssesencsswss (Signature)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this seee day nf acaser

19ess
esssesss{Person authorized to take oaths)
S=al esssssssse(Title or notarial information)
S2ction S« There is a3 new RaleMa saction numbered

37-123 that reads as follows:

37-123. County official to forward verified sheetse
{l) The county official verifyino the number of reqistered
electors signing the opetition shall forward it to the

secretary of state by certified mail with a certificate in
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substantially the following form attached:

To the Honorable eesewes Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Is eescaseer aeeae {(title) of the Lounty Of cesscesns
certify that I have examined the attached {section
€oNtaining eses sheets) or {e«ses sheets) of the petition for
{referendums initiative, constitutional conventions of
constitutional amendment} NOe seaee in the manner prescribed
by law; and I believe that «ees {number) signatures in
Legislative Representative District NoOe. «eee ({repeat for
each district included in sheet or section) are valid; and I
further certify that the affidavit of the circulator of the
{sheet) {section)} of the petition is attached and the
post—affice address and legislative representative district
number is completed for each valid signature.

Signed: ssesssnses {Date) sssesess [Signature)
Seal esensssesess (Title)

{2) The county official certifying the sheets or
sections of a petition shall keep a copy of the sheets or
sections certified in the official files of his offices The
copies may be destroyed 3 months after the date of the
election specified in the petition unless a court action is
pending on the sufficiency of the petition.

{3} The county official receiving the sheets or

sections of a petition shall check the names of all signers
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to wverify they are registered electors of the county. In
additions the official shall randomly select 319%—ef—+the
signatures on each sheet or section and compare them with
the sianatures of the electors as they appear in the
ragistration records of the offices [If 311 the randomly
selected signatures appear to be genuines the number of
signatures of registered electors on the sheet or section
may be certified to the secretary of state without Ffurther
comparison of signatures. If any of the randomly selected
signatures do not appear to be genuine» all signatures on
that sheet or section must be compared with the sianatures
in the registration records of the office.

{4) The county official to whom the sheets or sections
of the petition are submitted may not retain a sheet or
section for 1longer than 1 working day for each 200
signatures on the sheet or sectione The secretary of state
may extend this time if he is convinced the workload
involved requires extensione

{5} A registered elector of a county having reason to
believe that signatures on a3 petition that were not amonq
tnose actually compared with signatures in the recistration
records of the county are not genuine may file a sworn
statement of his belief and request for comparison of those
siqnatures he believes are not cenuine with the county

official certifying the sheet or section of the netition.
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If any of the challenged signatures are not genuines the
county official must compare all signatures on that sheet or
sectinn and issue an amended certificate to the secretary of
state giving the correct number of valid signatures.

Section 10¢e There is a new ReLaMe section numbered
37-124% that reads as follows:

37-124. Consideration and counting of siqnatures by
secretary of state. (1) The secretary of state shall
consider and count only such signatures on petitions as are
certified by the proper county officialy and each such
certificate is prima facie evidence of the facts stated
therein. Howeversy the secretary of state may consider and
count any signature not certified by the county official
that is certified by a notary public of the county in which
the signer resides to be the genuine signature of an elector
legally quatified to sion the petitiona

(2} The official certificate of the notary public for
any signature not certified as valid by the county official
shall be in substantially the following forms:

State of Montana } ss
County of cesecccencse)

Iy wseesss (name}s a duly qualified and acting notary
public in and for the above-named county and states do
hereby certify: that I am personally acquainted with each of

the following—-named electors whose signatures are affixed to
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the annexed ({(petition) (copy of a petition)e and I know of
my own knowledge that they are reqistered electors of the
state of Montana and of the county and legislative district
written after their names in th® petition and that their
post—office adaress is correctly stated thereins

#esrescsnccsesvsscsssscescennsonansns(Names of such electors)

In Testimony Whereofs I have hereunto set my hand and
official seal this esee d3y Of ceceser 19ena

sesceassssssscsnssensan [(Signature)
Seal eseesssessese {Notarial information)

Section 1le There is @ new ReCeMs section numbered
37-125 that reads as follows:

37-125. Time for filinges Unless a specific time for
filing is provided in the constitutions all petitions filed
with the secretary of statesy certified as provided by l1awy
must De received before 5 peme of the second Friday of the
fourtn wmonth prior to the election at which they are to be
voted upon by the people.

Section 12« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-126 that reads as follows:

37-126be Certification of petition to governor ——
qgovernor's proclamation. When sheets or sections of a
petition for referendumsy initiativey constitutional
conventions or constitutional amendment containing a

sufficient number of signatures have been filed with the
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secretary of state within the time required by the
constitution or by laws he shall immediately certify to the
governor that the completed petition has bpeen officially
filede The governor shall include the titles of 311 ballot
issues certified to bhim by the secretary of state or
referred to the people or proposed by the legislature in the
proclamation reguired by 23-2901 and shall also include a
brief statement of each issue's tenor and effecte.

Section 13« There is @ new ReCaMe section numbered
37-127 that reads as follows:

37-127« Transmittal of issues to the attorney general
—— attorney generail®s statement. (1) The secretary of state
shall transmit a copy of a ballot issue proposed by any type
of initiative petition or referred to the people by
referendum petition and a cooy of the form in which the
issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general on
the same day he certifies the official filing of the
complieted petition to the governore

t2) The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of an
act referred to the peonle or a constitutional amendment
proposec by the legislature and a copy of the form in which
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney aeneral
no later than é months before the election at which the
issue will be voted on by the people.

(3) Wwithin 10 days after receiving a copy of a ballot
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issue tnat will be voted on by the peoples the attorney
general shall return to the secretary of state a statement
not exceeding 100 words in erdinary plain 1anguage
explaining the dgeneral ourpose of the issue submittede The
statement by the attorney general shal} give a true and
impartial statement of the purposes of the issue in plains
easily understood language and in a3 manner that is not an
arqument or likely to create prejudice either for or against
the issues

{4) At the same time he returns the statement
explaining the purposes of the issues the attorney general
shall notify the secretary of state of his approval or
disapproval of the ballot form for the issue submitted by
the secretarye If the ballot form is not approveds the
secretary of state shall immediately submit a new ballot
form and notice of approval or disapproval must be given by
the attorney general within 5 days of receiving the new
forme E+ther—-officer——~may-—reguest——the——assistance—of-the
supreme—court—+f-the—two-are—not-able—to-agree—on-the—batiot
form—for-any-+ssues

(5) If statements of the implication of a vote for or
against & ballot issue have been provided by the legislative
act or petition placing the issue on the ballots the
secretary of state shall include a copy of the statements

with the copy of the issue submitted to the attorney
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general. dhen the attorney aeneral returns his statement of
the 2eneral purpose of the issue to the secretary of state,
he shall include a notice that he has reviewed the
statements of the implication of a vote for or against the
issue and may include comments as to whether the statements
clearly explain the implications of a vote. If statements of
the implication of a vote for or against a measure have not
been provideds the attorney general shall oprovide the
statements with his statement of the general purpose of the
issues Statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issue shall be no more than 25 words and
shall be in simple lanquage clearly explaining the meaning
of a vote for the issue or a vote against the issueas Such
stateaents shall be placed beside the diaqram provided for
the marking of the ballot similar to the following example:
FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years
of agee
AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18
years of agee
{6} In the case of an act referred to the peopie or a
constitutional amendment proposed by the legislatures the
secretary of state shall prepare a statement setting forth
the wvote by which the issue passed each house of the
legislaturee The secretary of state shall file an officiat

copy of his statement with the attorney aeneralt®s statement
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on the issue in the official records of his offices

Section 14. There is a new ReC.Mse section numbered
37-126 tnat reads as follows:

37-126. Voter information pamphlet. {1} (@) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
infornation pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue to be voted on at an elections as
applicables

(i) title and complete text of the issue;

{ii} statement of the secretary of state;

(iii) statement of the attorney general;

(iv) the form in which +the issue will appear on the
ballot;

{v) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{vi) rebuttal arqumentse.

(k) The secretary of state may arrange the information
in the order which seems most appropriates but the
information for all issues in the pamphlet shall be
presented in the same orders

(2) The arquments advocatino approval or rejection of
the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments shall be submitted
to tne secretary of state by committees appointed as
provided in this subsection:

(a) The committee advocating approval of an act
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referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the leqgislature or an act referred to the people
by referendum petition shall be composed of one senator
known to favor the measures appointed by the oresident of
the senate; one representative known to favor the measures
appeinted by the speaker of the house of representatives;
and one member who need not be a member of the legislatures
appointed by the first two membersa.

{b) The committee advocating rejection of a ballot
issue referred to the people or proposed by the legislature
shall be composed of one senator appointed by the nresident
of the senate; one representative appointed by the speaker
of the house of representatives; and one member who need not
be a meamber of the legislatures appointed by the first two
memberse. Whenever possibles the members shall be known to
have opposed the issues

{c) A three-member committee advocating approval of a
ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition or
advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a
legisiative act referred to the people by referendum
petition shall be appointed by the chairman of the
organization that was first on record with the commissioner
of campaign finances and practices as a proponent cof the
petitione

(d) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue
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proposed by any type of initiative petition shall be
composed of five memberse The governore attorney generals
president of the senates and speakar of the house of
representatives shall each appoint one members and the fifth
member shall be appointed by the first four memberss All
members shall be known to favor rejection of the issues

section 15 There is a new R.C.M. section numbered
37-129 that reads as follows:

37-129«. Time for making appointmwents ~— chairman. ({1}
Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection
of an act referred to the pecple or a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature shall be filed with
the secretary of state no later than # months before the
election at which the ballot issue will be voted on by the
peoplea

{2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or
rejection c¢f a ballot measure referred to the people by
referendum petition or proposed by any +type of initiative
petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later
tnan 10 days after the measure is certified to the governore
At the same time the certification of the sufficiency of a
petition is made to the governors the secretary of state
shall notify all persons responsibhle for appointinc members
of comnmittees advocating approval or rejection of the issue

of the date by which such appointments must be filed in his
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office.

{3) The appointee of the president of the senate is
the chairman of any committee to which that officer makes an
appointments The appointing authority for other committees
shall name & chairman at the time the appointments are made.

Section lba There is @2 new ReCeMe section numsbered
37-130 that reads as follows:

37-130« Expenses alloweds Each committee is entitled
to receive funds for the preparation of arguments and
expenses of members not to exceed $150 for a three-member
committee and $250 for a five—member committee. Itemized
claims for actual expenses incurreds approved by a majority
of the committees shall be submitted to the secretary of
state for payment from funds appropriated for that purposes

section 17« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-131 that reads as follows:

37-131e. Limitation on 1length of arqument advocating
approval or rejection -— time of filingde An arqument
advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue is
limited to 500 words and shall be fileds in typewritten
formy with the secretary of state no later than 30 days
following tne date by which the appointment of the committee
was reaucired te be filed with the secretary of state« In no
cases howevers may an araument be submitted for filing later

than 19 days before the election at which the issue will be
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voted on by the peoples A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation must approve ana sign each
arguaent filed. Separate signed letters of approval of an
argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members
of 3 committee if necessary to meet the filing deadline.

Section 18 There is a new R.(Cede section numbered
37~132 that reads as follows:

37-132. Rebuttal argumentses The secretary of state
shall provide copies of the arguments advocating approval or
rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary
committee no later than 1 day following the filing of both
the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his
offices The committees may prepare rebuttal! arguments no
longer than 250 words that shall be fileds in typewritten
forme with the secretary of state no tlater than 10 days
after the deadline for filing the original arouments.
Discussion in the rebuttal arqument must be confined to the
subject matter raised in the argument being rebuttede The
rebuttal argument shall be approved and signed by a majority
of the committee responsible for its preparation. Separate
signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same
manner as for the original arquments.

Section 19« There is a new Rel.M. section numbered
37-133 that reads as follows:

37-133. Rejection of improper arquments -
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responsibility of author for contente. {1} The secretary of
state shall rejects with the approval of the attorney
generales an argument or other matter held to contain
obscenes vulgars profanes scandalouss libelouss or
defamatory matter; any language that in any way incitesy
counselsy promotess or advocates hatreds abusey violences or
hostility towardes or that tends to cast ridicule or shame
upons a group of persons by reason of races colore religions
or sex; or any matter not allowed to be sent through the
maile Such arguments may not be filed or printed in the
voter information pamphlete

(2) Nothing in this act relieves an author of any
argument from civil or criminal responsibility for
statements contained in an argument printed in the voter
information pamphlet.

Section 20. There. is 2 new ReleMe section numbered
37-134 that reads as follows:

37-134e« Printing and distribution of voter information
pamphlete {1) The secretary of state shall arrange with the
department of administration by requisition for the printing
and delivery of a voter information pamphiet for all balliot
issues to be submitted to the people at least 90 days before
the election at which they will be submitted. The
requisition shall include a delivery 1list providing for

shipment of the required number of pamphlets to each county
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and to the secretary of statee

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in
each tounty and provide for an extra supply of the pamphlets
in his office in determining the number of voter pamphlets
to be ordered in the requisitions

(3} The department of adwministration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlets The contract
shall reguire <completion of printing and shipments as
specified on the delivery lists of the voter information
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the people.

{4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter of the county
no later than 2 weeks after the pamphlets are received from
the printere.

{5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shall
be available at each precinct for use by any wvoter wishing
to read the explanatory information and complete text before
votiniy an the ballot issuess

section 21« There is a new RaleMe section numbered
37-13% that reads as follows:

37-13%e Secretary of state to certify ballot forme (1)
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The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for preparation and printing of the
ballotse at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
elections a certified copy of the form in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballot. Unless otherwise provided in the
legislative act or petition placing the issue on the balloty
the secretary of state shall list for each issue the number,
the method of placement on the ballote the titles and the
statements of the implication of a vote for or against the
issue that are to be placed beside the diaaram for wmarking
the baltlot. The secretary of state shall use for each ballot
issue the title of the legislative acts Jleqgislative
constitutional proposals or ballot issue proposed by any
type of initiative petition unless that title exceeds 100
words. A title of 100 words or less for the ballot shall be
provided by the leqgislature or the organization circulating
the petition if the official title exceeds 100 words.
Following the pumber of the ballot issues the secretary of
state shall inctude one of the following statements to
identify why the issue has been placed on the ballot:

{a) an act referred by the legislature;

{b) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the

tegislature;
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(c) an act of the legislature referred by referendum
petition; or

{d) a law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative petition.

{2} Each of the county officials responsible for the
preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the
ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and order
in which the issues have been certified by the secretary of
state. A1l ballot issues shall be placed on the official
bailot prescribed by 23-3506s 23-380%4s or 23-390% unless
specific written approval by the secretary of state for
placing the ballot issues on a separate ballot is received
by the official responsible for printing tne ballote The
secretary of state may issue such approval only when the
number of issues to be voted on at an election makes it
impossible to print the entire balloty including the ballot
issuesy on the official ballot as prescribed by 23-3506y
23-3804y or 23~3904.

Section 22« There is a new ReleMe section numbered
37~136 that reads as follows:

37-136« Determination of result of elections. ({1} The
votes on ballot issues shall be counteds canvasseds and
returned by the reqular boards of judaesy <clerkss and
officers as votes for candidates are counteds canvasseds and

returnede The abstract of votes on ballot issues shall be
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prepared and returned to the secretary of state in the
manner provided by 23-4015 for abstract of votes for state
officerse The state board of canvassers shall proceed within
20 days after the election at which such ballot issues are
voted wupon ands at the same time as the votes for state
officers are canvassedy canvass the votes given for each
ballot issuea The secretary of statey as secretary of the
board of state canvasserss shall prepare and file in his
office a statement of the canvass giving the number and
title of each issues the whole number of votes cast in the
state for and against each ballot issues and the effective
date of each ballot issue approved by a majority of those
voting on the issues The secretary of state shall transmit a
certified copy of the statement of the canvass to the
governore

{2} The secretary of state shall send a certified copy
of all ballot issues which have been approved by a majority
of those voting on the issue and a copy of the statement of
the canvass to the executive director of the legislative
council at the same time he transmits a certified copy of
the statement of the canvass to the governore.

Section 23« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-137 that reads as follows:

37-137. Efféctive date of initiativé and referéndu#

issuess {1} Unless the petition placing an initiative issue
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on the ballot states otherwises an initiative issue approved
by the people is effective on July 1 following approval.

{2} unless the legislature provides otherwises a
constitutional amendment proposed by the 1legislature and
approved by the peaple is effective on July I following
approvale

(3) Unless specifically provided by the leqisltature in
an act referred by it to the people or until suspended by a
petition signed by at least 15X of the qualified electors in
a majority of the legislative representative districtsy an
act referred to the people is in effect as provided by law
until it is approved or rejected at the elections An act
that is rejected is repealed effective the date the result
of the canvass is filed by the secretary of state under
37-136. An act referred to the peoplie that was in effect at
the time of the election and is approved by the people
remains in effecte An act that was suspended by a petition
and is approved by the people is effective the date the
result of the canwvass is filed by the secretary of state
under 37-136« An act referred by the legislature that
contains an effective date following the =olection becomes
effective on that date if approved by the peoples An act
that provides no effective date and whose substantive
provisions were delayed by the legislature pendinc approval

at an election and that is approved is effective July 1
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following the electione

Section 24« There is a new Re.CeMe section numbered
37-138 that reads as follows:

37-136. Violations -- penaltiess A person who
knowinaly makes a false entry upon a petition or affidavit
required by this chapter or who knowingly signs a petition
to place the same issue on the ballot at the same election
more than once is guilty of wunsworn falsification or
tampering with public records or informations as
appropriates and is punishable as provided in 94-7-204 or
94~7—-209¢ as applicable.

Section 25 Section 23-2704s FReLeMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

"23-2704. Notice and closing of registration for
elections on incurring of state indebtedness other than for
refunding or levy of taxe (1) If the guestion of state
indebtednesss issuance of bonds or debentures other than for
refundings or the levy of a tax for state purposesy is
submitted at an election other than a general biennial
elections the registrar of each county shall publish in the
official county newspapers 3 notice signed by hims statina
that reqgistration will close at ncon on the fortieth (40th)
day prior to the date of the election unless the act
providing for the submission of the question fixes a3

different time for the qiving of noticee« The notice shall be
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published ten (10) days or more prior to the date when
registration will be closed unless the act providing for
supmission of the question fixes a different time for
closing reaistrations.

{2} If the question is to be submitted at a oeneral
biennia! elections notice and the closing of registration
shall be governed by the laws applying to general biennial
electionse The provisions of section—3F-18Fvr——ReEevMa——1947F
37=13% apply to the printing and distribution of copies of
the proposed law.™

Section 26« Section 23-2802s ReleMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

®23-2802. Publication and printing of amendments to
constitution. If a proposed constitutional amendment or
amenduents are submitted to the peoples the secretary of
state shalls

fiy-—-Heve have the prooosed amendment or amendments
published in full twice each month for ¢wo—{2} months
previous to the election at which they are to be voted upon
by the people in not less than one +i} néwspaper eemmonty
etregiated of general circulation in each county.

{t23——Have-s—-pamphlet-printed-containing-an——exact——copy
of-—the——proposed-——amendment-or—-smendmentsy-an-exact—copy-of
existing—constitutional-provisions—to-be——revigsedy-—nnd-——the

amendnent-or-amendments—+n—the-form—in-which—it-or—they-—wit}
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be-—-printed-——on——the—-officiat-batiots-Fhe-printed-samphiets
:he*%-be-d+;tr+bute¢—es-pfov+ded—+n—seet+en—’3%-&947--R:e:ﬂr
+94Fw"

Section 27« Section 89-2330.3s ReleMe 1947+ is amended
to read as follows:

"8g9-2330.3. Procedures for elections in drainage
districtse. The election provided for by section B89-2330.1
shall te governed by the following rulese.

{l) Notice of the election shall be as provided in
section 89~2303 except that the form of the ballot shall be
as hereinafter provided.

{2Y The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in section 89-2304.

(3) The qualifications of electors shall be as
provided in section 89-2305 except thatey in addition to
persons holding titley dr evidence of title to lands within
the districty any person as therein defined who doces not own
land within the district but has been assessed or will have
his improvements assessed under chapter 409y Laws of 1973,
or who will be assessed for benefits receiveds shall be
entitled to one {1) vote. Commissioners shall prepare a
list of such persons and give them notice as provided in
section B89-2303,.

(4) The commissioners of any district in existence

prior to the effective date of chapter 409y Laws of 1973,
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who wish to hold an election to deterwmine if the district
shall be governed by chapter 409y Laws of 1973+ shall at any
reguliar or special meeting adopt a resolution callina for an
election to determine whether or not the voters of said
district wish to be governed by chapter 409, Laws of 1973.
The resolution shall contain a short summary of the changes
made by chapter 409, Laws of 1973 and shall include the
summary as part of the notice provided for by section
89-2303. In additions the commission shall provide copies of
chapter 409+ Laws of 1973 to any person interested in
obtaining a copy of the same and the notice to the persons
in the district calling the election shall describe where
and how copies wmay be obtainede The commissioners may
authorize a reasonable charqge for providing said copiess not
to axceed twenty cents ($.20) per pagee

{5) The ballot shall include the summary as provided
for in -the preceding paragraph and the form of the ballot
snall conforme as closely as possibley to that set forth in
section—3F-1d6 3I-127.

(6) A simple majority of those who cast valid ballots
shall determine the outcome of the election."®

Section 28« Section 23—3326y Relale 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

"23-3326« Submission and verification of petition.

Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference
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primary election must be presented to the county clerk and
recorder of the county in which the signatures are gathered.
The county clerk and recorder must verify the signatures in
the manner prescribed in seection——3¥-183y——Rytsitw—194Fy
A7=-123 and must forward the petitions to the secretary of
states The petitions must be submitted to the clerk and
recorjer at least ehirey——t30)y days before the filing
deadline established in seetion 23-3305y-RwEwiHw—t94Fo"

Section 29. Repealers Sections 37-101 through 37-104,s
37-104ely 37-10442¢ 37-10%4e3y 3T-104u4y 3T-104e5y 371046,
37-104%e7y 3710489 37-10%49y 37-104.10y 37-105 through
37-110s and 37-201 through 37-203y ReCeMe 1947, are
repealeds

—End-
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SENATE BILL ROe. 403

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TU GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS IMPLEMENTING THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO
PETITIGON FOR INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM ON STATEWIDE ISSUES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2704+ 23-2802y 23-3326¢ AND 89-2330«3
He(oMe 1347; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 37-161 THROUGH 37-104y
37-10%ely 37104029 37-108e3s 3T-104e%r 3T-104.5y 37-104.6v
37-10%«7y 37-104e8y 37104299 37-10%4.10+ 37-105 THROUGH

37-110y AND 37-201 THROUGH 37-203s ReCeMe 1947a™

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le« There is a@ new ReLeMs S5ection numbered
37-115 that reads as follows:

37-115. Initiative and referendum procedures
establishéd. The right of the people to petition to enact
taws by initiatives to petition to approve or reject by
referzndum any act of the leqgislature excapt an
appropriation of moneys to call for a vote on whether there
shall be a constitutional conventions and to propose
constitutional amendments by initiative as guaranteed by The
Constitution of the 5tate of Montana may be exercised
through adherence to the oprocedures established in this

chaptere.
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Section Ze There is a3 new ReC«Ms section numbered
37-115 that reads as follows:

37-116« %ho may petition — sufficiency of signature.
A petition for the initiatives the referendums or to call a
constitutional convention may be signed only by a qualified
elector of the state of Montana. A signature may not be
countad unless the elector has signed in substantially the
same manner as on the voter reqistry carde

Section 3. There is a new ReC.M. section numbered
37-117 that reads as follows:

37-117. Form of petition generally ——- approval of form
required -- petitions numsbereds (1) A petition for the
initiatives the referendums or to call a constitutional
convention must be substantially in the form provided by
this chapters Clerical or technical errors that do not
interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of
signatures on the petition do not render a petition voide

(2} Petitions——nust——be-——submitted-in-a—fornsuch-that
the-face-dimensions-do-not—exceed-t—if2-n-4—inches—in-sizer
Each-sheet—may-pe—8-if2-x-1t4—inchesy—or-a-—continvous——sheet
may--be-fotded—so-ns—to-meet—thia—sire-timitations—-Separate
sheests-of-a-petition-may-be-fostened-in-sections—of-not-more
than—25-shestsy-Netther-e-sheet-nor—-o—-section-of—n——petition
may-—sontatn-—signatures-—of-—eltectors—Ffrom-—more-—than-one

coontys PETITION--PETYITION SHEEYS MAY NOT EXCFED .8 1/2 X 1%
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INCHES IN SIZEe OSEPARATE SHEETS (OF A PETITION MAY BE
EASTENED IN _SECTIONS OF NOT._MORE THAN 25 SHEETSe HNEAR THE
I0P OF cACH SHEET CONTAINING SIGHATURE LINES MUST BE PRINTED
Id€_ TIILE QOF JHE STAYUTE OR CONSTITUTIONAL _AMENDMENT
PROPOSED QR THE MEASURE YO 8E REFERRED OR & STATEMENYT THAI

required above must appear on both the fropt and back of the
sheeie Ihe complete text of the measure proposed or referred
must pe atfached to or contained within each signature sheet
if __sheegfs are cjirculated separately. If sheeis are
be attached Lo each sections

{3) Before 2a petition nay bhe circul ated for
signaturessy a sample sheet must be submitted to the
secretary of state in the form in which it will be
circulateds The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the
sheet to the attorney general for his aoprovale The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
sheet for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the
form of the petition stating his reasons therefor. The
attorney general shall return the sheet together with his
comments within 3 working days after receiving ite The

secretary of state shall review the comments of the attorney
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general and make a final decision as to the approval or
disaporoval of the form of the sheete The secretary of state
must notify the person who submitted the sheet of the
approval or rejection together with reasons tof rejectione
if applicables within 1 week of receiving the sheet.

{4} The secretary of state shall serially number all
submitted petitions that are approved as to form
continuously from year to year. The numbering system shall
distinguish the different types of petitions received and
include provisions for numbering measures referred to the
people by the legislaturea

Section 4« There is a new ReCe.Ms section numbered
37-118 that reads as follows:

37-118. Petition for the initiative. (1)} The following
is substantially the form for a petition calling for a vote
to enact a Taw by the initiative:

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his naae more than once
upon 2 petition for the same issue at one election or who is
nots at the time he signs this petitiony a qualified elector
of th2 state of Montana is punishable by a fine not
exceesing $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not to exceed 6 monthsy or boths or imprisonment in the

state prison for a term not to exceed 10 vearss

4= 53 403
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PETITION FOR INITIATIVE

To the Honorable esessssy Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

dey  the undevrsigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanas respectfully propose that the measure printed
within this petitions entitlied (title of proposed law)s be
submitted to the qualified electors of the state of MNontana
for their approval or rejectibn at the general election to
be held on the aees day 0f seseer 19eee By his signatures
each signer certifies: I have personally signed this
petition; I am a qualified elector of the state of Montanaj
1 have not sianed another petition for the same issue for
tne same election; and my post-office address and
legislative representative district number are correctly
writtan after my name to the best of my knowledge and
beliefs Fhe——complete——text—of-—the-neasure-proposed-is—as
fo++ewsf-fcomp4ete—eert—ef—pfepesed—+au+'

{2) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge
Eacn numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-office addresse legislative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer. Each-separste
sheet-of—the-petition-snett-—contain-—the--heading——end-—the
compiete-text-of—the-proposed-—taw—as-presecribed-ehoves

Section S« Thera is5s a new K.CeMs section numbered

37-119 that reads as follows:
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37-119. Petition for the referendume (1) The following
is substantially the form for a petition calling for
approval or rejection eof an act of the legislature by the
referandums

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is
noty at the time he signs this petitions a qualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine of not
exceediing $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not to exceed 6 monthse or bothy or imprisonment in the
state prison for a term not to exceed 10 yearsa.

PETITION FOR REFERENDUM

Yo the Honorable seeessy Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

nee the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanas respectfully petition that Senate {House) Bill
Number eeeay entitled {(title of act}s passed by the eeeess
Legislature of the state of Montana at the reqular ([special)
session of the legislature that commenced eessacr 19.e¢ be
referred to +the people of the state for their apnroval or
rejection at the general election to be held on the eews day
OF wessesr 19 aee By his signatures each signer certifiesz 1

have personally signed this petition; I am a qualified

—-b= SB 403
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elector of the state of Montana; I have not siqned another
petition for the same issue for the same election; and my
post—office address and legislative representative district
numpber are correctly written after my name to the best of my
knowledge and beliefe Fhe——compiete—text—of—the-act—to-be
referred—is-as-foliowst-tcomplete—tent-of-nctis

{2) MNumbered lines shali follow the above headinges
Eacn wnumbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-office addressy 1legistative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer. Each-separeote
asheet-of-the—petition—shelt-—eeontain——the—heading——eand——the
complete——text——of-the—act—on-which-referendum—is-petitioned
as-prescribed-oboves

Section 6. There is a new RaCeMs section numbered
371-120 that reads as follows:

37-120. Petition for initiative for constitutional
conventions {1} The following is substantially the form for
a8 petition to cirect the secretary of state to submit to the
qualified voters the question of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

HARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own tc this petition or who sians his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is

notey 2t the time he signs this petitiony a qualified elector
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of tha state is punishable by a fine not exceeding 3500 or
inprisonment in the county jail for a term® not to exceed &
monthse or boths or imprisonment in the state prison for a
term not to exceed L0 yearse
INITIATIVE PETITION ON THE QUESTION OF CALLING
A CONSTITUTIONAL CONYENTION

To the Honorable eseesssy Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

des the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Hontanaes respectfully petition that the question of whether
there shall be an unlimited convention to revisey altery or
amend The Constitution of the State of Montana be submitted
to the gqualified electors of the state of Montana for their
approval or rejection at the general election to be held on
the eeee 43y Of sesesey 1%ese By his signatures eiach signer
certifies: 1 have personally signed this petition; I am a
qualified elector of the state of Montana;j; I have not signed
another petition for the same issue for the same election;
and wmy post-office address and tegislative representative
district number are correctly written after my name to the
best ot my knowledge and belief.

{2) Numbered 1lines shall follow the above heading.
Each numbered line shall also contain spaces for the
siqnatures post-office addresss leqislative representative

district numbers and arinted last name of the signer. £och
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separate——sheet-—of-—the-—petition-sheli-contain—the—heading
presertbed-aboves

Section Te There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-121 that reads as follows:

37-121. Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendmentes (1) The following is substantially the form for a
petition for the initiative to amend the constitutions

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon 2 petition for the same issue at one election or who is
noty at the time he signs this petitions a qualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine not
exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not to exceed 6 monthssy or bothy or imprisonment in the
state prison for a term not to exceed 10 yearse.

PEilTION PROPOSING A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
BY THE INITIATIVE

To the Honorable <eesees Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Wey the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanas respectfully petition that the constitutional
amendment printed within this petition be submitted to the
guaiified electors of the state of Montana for their

approval or rejection at the statewide election to be held
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on the esee day Of eseessr 1%9«.ea By his signatures each
signer certifies: I have personally signed this petition; 1
am a qualified elector of the state of Montanas; 1 have not
signec another petition for the same issue for the same
election; and wy post-office address and Yeaislative
representative district number are correctly written after
my nane to the best of my knowledge and belief. Fhe-complete
text—of -the-proposed-amendment-is—as—fottowss—{compiete—text
of-proposed-anendsentyy

{2} Numbered lines shall follow the above heading.
Each numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-oftice addresses 1legislative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer. Each—seperate
aheet-of-the-petition—shall——econtain-—the——heading——ond-—the
compltete-text-of-the-nroposed-asmendsent-os-—preseribed-asboves

Section Be There is 2 new ReCeM« section numbered
37-122 that reads as follows:

37-122«. Submission of petition sheets —— certification
of siInaturese (1) Signed sheets or sections of petitions
shall be submitted to the official responsible for
ragistration of electors in the county in which the
signatures were obtainesd no sooner than 1 year and no later
than 2 weeks before the final date for filing the petition
with tne secretary of states« In no cases howevers may 3

person submit a sheet or section of a petition to the county
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officiat so late as to allow less than 1 working day before
the final date for filting the petition with the secretary of
state for every 200 signatures on the sheets or sections of
the petition submittede
{2) An affidavits in substantially the following formse
shall be attached to each sheet or section submitted to the
county officials
{name of person circulating petition)e AFFIRMSs OR
peing first sworne deposes and says: Yhat 1 circulated or
assisted in circulating the petition to which this affidavit
is attached and I believe the signatures theresn are
genuines are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to bes and that the signers knew the contents of the
petition before signing the sames
sesssssassssss {Signature}
Subscribed and sworn to before me this seee day of seeesr
19¢ae
susssesee{Person authorized to take oaths)
Seal essensssne(Title or notarial information)
Section 9« There is a3 new ReLeMe section numbered
37-123 that reads as follows:
37-123. County official to forward verified sheetsa
(L) The county official verifying the number of reqistered
electors signing the petition shall forward it to the

secretary of state by certified mail with a certificate in

-11- SB 403

10

11

12

13

14

16

17

13-

19

21

22

23

24

SB 0403703

substantially the following form attached:

To the Honorable ee.sevess Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

It esscences ssese {title} of the County Of ecessscer
certify that I have examined the attached (section
conNtaining sees sSheets) or {eeee sheets) of the petition for
(referendums initiatives constitutional conventione or
constitutional amendment} NOe ssee in the manner prescribed
by law; and I believe that esees {(number) signatures in
Legislative Representative District Noe <ees [repeat for
each district included in sheet or section) are valid; and I
further certify that the affidavit of the circulator of the
(sheet) {section) of the petition is attached and the
post-of fice address and legislative representative district
number is completed for each valid signature.

Signed: nesesennese {(Date} esssesnse (Signature}
Seal easesanecssae {Title)

{(2) The county official certifying the sheets or
sections of a petition shall keep a copy of the sheets or
sections certified in the official files of his office« The
copies may be destroyed 3 months after the date of the
election specified in the petition unless a court action is
pending on the sufficiency of the petitions.

{3) The county official receiving the sheets or

sectinons of a petition shall check the names of all signers

12— SB 403



1u
11
12
13
14
15
is
17
11}
19

20

22
23
24

25

SB 0403/03

to verify they are registered electors of the countye In
additiony the official shall randomly select +8%-of-the
signatures on each sheet or section and compare them with
the signatures of the electors as they appear in the
registration records of the offices If all the randomly
selected signatures appear to be genuinesy the number of
signatures of registered electors on the sheet or section
may bDe certified to the secretary of state without further
comparison of signaturese. If any of the randomly selected
signatures do not appear to be genuiney ail signatures on
that sheet or section must be compared with the signatures
in the registration records of the officee

{4) The county official to whom the sheets or sections
of tne petition are submitted may not retain a sheet or
section for Jlonger +than 1 working day for each 200
signatures on the sheet or sectione The secretary of state
may exten& this time if he is convinced the workload
involved requires extensiona

(5) A registered elector of a county having reason to
believe that signatures on a petijtion that were not among
those actually compared with signatures in the registration
racords of the county are not genuine may file a sworn
statement QR __AFFIRMAYION of his belief and request for
comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine

with tnhe county official certifying the sheet or section of
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the pztitions If any of the challenged signatures are not
genuines the county official must compare all sianatures on
that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to
the secretary of state giving the correct number of valid
signaturese

Section 10« There is a new ReCeMs section numbered
37-12% that reads as follows:

37-124« Consideration and counting of signatures by
sacretary of state. (1) The secretary of state shall
consider and count only such signatures on petitions as are
certified by the proper county officials and each such
certificate is prima facie evidence of the facts stated
therein. Howevers the secretary of state may consider and
count any signature not certified by the county official
that is certified by a notary public of the county in which
the signer resides to be the genuine signature of an elector
legally qualified to sign the petitions

{2) The official certificate of the notary public for
any signature not certified as valid by the county official
shall be in substantially the following form:

State of sontana )} ss
County Of eecesessess)

Is eeeeee (namely a duly qualified and acting notary

publiz in and for the above-named county and states do

hereby certify: that 1 am personally acquainted with each of
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the fallowing~named electors whose signatures are affixed to
the annexed (petition) {(copy of a petition})s and 1 know of
wy own knowledge that they are registered electors of the
state of Montana and of the county and legislative district
written after their names in the petition and that their
post~office address is correctly stated therein.

sesessssecsssnssssvasvsnascasnsvesns{Nares of such electors)

In Testimony Whereofs I have hereunto set my hand and
efficial seal this eses day Of eccscenr 194ss

enscsnsnsssasscenssssse {(Sianature}
Seal esessseassess {Notarial information)

Section 1le There is a3 new ReCeNe section numbered
37-125 that reads as follows:

37-125« Time for filinge Unless a specific time for
filing is provided in the constitutions all petitions filed
swith the secretary of states certified as provided by laws
must dc received before 5 peme of the second Friday of the
fourtn month prior to the election at which they are to be
voted upon by the people.

Section 12« There is a new RelsMe section numbered
37-125 that reads as follows:

37-126e (Lertification of petition to qovernor ——
governor®s proclamation. When sheets or sections of a
petition for referendums initiatives constitutional

conventions or constitutional amendment containing a
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sufficient number of signatures have been filed with the
secretary of state within the time required by the
constitution or by laws he shall immediately certify to the
govzrnor that the completed petition has been officially
fileds The governor shall include the titles of all ballot
issues certified to him by the secretary of state or
referred to the people or proposed by the legislature in the
proclamation required by 232901 and shall also include 3
brief statement of each issue's tenor and effect.

Section 13. There is a new ReC«Ms section numbered
37-127 that reads as follows:

37-127. Transmittal of issues to the attorney general
-~ attorney general's statemente. (1) The secretary of state
;hall transmit a copy of a ballot issue proposed by any type
of initiative petition or referred to the people by
referendum petition and a copy of the form in which the
issue will appear on the ballot te the attorney general on
the same day he certifies the official filino of the
completad petition to the governor.

{2} The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of an
act referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legislature and a copy of the form in which
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general
no later than 6 months before the election at which the

issue will be voted on by the peonle.
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(3) Within 10 days after receiving a copy of a ballot
issue that will be voted on by the pecooley the attorney
genzral shall return to the secretary of state a statement
not =2xceeding 100 words in ordinary plain 1angquage
explaining the general purpose of the issue submitted. The
statement by the attorney general shall gqive a true and
impartial statement of the purposes of the issue in plains
easily understood lanquage and in a manner that is npot an
argumant or likely to create prejudice either for or against
the issuece

(4) At the same time he returns the statement
explaining the purposes of the issues the attorney general
shall notify the secretary of state of his approval or
disapproval of the ballot form for the issue submitted by
the secretarye If the ballot form is not approveds the
secretary of state shall immediately submit a new ballot
form and-notice of approval or disapproval must pe given by
the attorney general within 5 days of receiving the new
forane. tither——officer——may-—request-—the-—assisconce-of-the
saprene-court—if-the—two-are-not-ashte-to—-agree—on—the-battot
formfor-any—issues

{5) If statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issue have been provided by the legislative
act or petition placing the issue on the balloty the

sacretary of state shall include a copy of the statements
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with the copy of the issue submitted to the attorney
generals when the attorney general returns his statement of
tne gjeneral purpose of the issue to the secretary of state,
he shall include a3 notice that he has reviewed the
statesents of the implication of a vote for or against the
issue and may include comments as to whether the statements
clearliy explain the implications of a vote. If statements of
the implication of a vote for or ajainst a measure have not
been provideds the éttorney general shall provide the
statements with his statement of the general purpose of the
issues Statements of the implication of a wvote for or
against a ballot issue shall be no more than 25 words and
shall be in simple language clearly exptaining the meaning
of a vote for the issue or a vote against the issue. Such
statements shall be placed beside the diagram provided for
the wmarking of the ballot similar to the following example:
FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 vyears
of agees
AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18
years of age.

(6) In the case of an act referred to the people or a
constitutional amendment proposed by the legislatures the
secretary of state shall prepare a statement setting forth
tne wvote by which the issue passed each house of the

Tegislature. The secreatary of state shall file an official
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copy of his statement with the attorney general®s statement
on the issue in the official records of his officeas

Section 14« There is @8 new ReCaMe section numbered
37-128 that reads as follows:

37-128« VYoter information pamphlete (1} (a) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue to be voted on at an elections as
applicable:

(i} title and complete text of the issue;

{ii} statement of the secretary of state;

{iii) statement of the attorney generai;

(iv) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

{v) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

(vi) rebuttal argumentse

{b) The secretary of state wmay arrange the information
in the order which seems most appropriate, but the
information for all issues in +the pamphlet shall be
presentea in the same ordere.

{2) The arquments advocating approval or rejection of
the bpalliet issue and rebuttal arguments shail be submitted
to the secretary of state by committees appointed as

provided in this subsection:
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{a) The committee advocating approval of an act
referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legislature or an act referred to the people
by referendum petition shall be composed of one senator
known to favor the measures appointed by the president of
the senate; one representative known to favor the measures
appoeinted by the speaker of the house of representativess;
and one member who need not be a member of the legislatures
appointed by the first two members.

{b) The committee advocating rejection of a ballot
issue referred to the people or proposed by the legislature
shall be composed of one senator appointed by the president
of the senate; one representative appointed by the speaker
of thz house of representatives; and one member who need not
be a member of the legislatures appointec by the first two
members. Whenever possibles the members shall be known to
have opposed the issu2e

{c) A three-member committee advocating approval of a
ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition or
advocating rejection of any bhallot issue that is a
legislative act referred to the people by referendum
patition shall be appointed by the chairman of the
organization that was first on record with the commissioner
of campaign finances and practices as a proponent of the

petitiona
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(d) A committee advocating rejection of a baliot issue
proposed by any type of initiative petition shall be
composed of five members. The governors attorney general,
president of the senates and sSpeaker of the house of
representatives shall each appoint one members and the Ffifth
member shall be appointed by the first four members. All
members shall be known to favor rejection of the issue.

Section 15« There is a new ReleMe section numbered
37-129 that reads as follows:

37-129« Time for making appointments -— chairmanes (1)
Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection
of an act referred to the people or a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature shall be filed with
the sacretary of state no later than 4 months before the
election at which the ballot issue will be voted on by the
peoplee

{2) .Appcintnents to commijttees advocating approval or
rejection of a balilot measure referred to the people by
raferendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative
petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later
than 1C days after the measure is certified to the qovernore
At tne same time the certification of the sufficiency of a
petition is made to the governore the secretary of state
shall notify all persons responsible for appointing members

of conmittees advocating approval or rejection of the issue
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of the date by which such appointments must be filed in his
offices

{3) The appointee of the president of the senate is
the chairman of any committee to which that officer makes an
appointments The appointing authority for other committees
shall name a chairman at the time the appointments are made.

Section 16« There is a new ReleMe section numbered
37-130 that reads as follows:

37-130. Expenses alloweds Each committee is entitled
to rezeive funds for +the preparation of arguments and
expenses of members not to exceed $150 for a three-member
comaittee and $250 for a five-member committee. Itemized
claims For actual expenses incurreds approved by a majority
of thz committees shall be submitted to the secretary of
state for payment from funds appropriated for that purposee.

Section 1Te There is a2 new ReC.Me section numbered
37-131 that reads as follows:

37-131. tLimitation on lenoth of argument advocating
approval or rejection -- time of filings An araument
advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue is
limited to 500 words and shall be fileds in typewritten
forme with the secretary of state no iater than 30 days
following the date by which the appointment of the committee
was required to be filed with the secretary of state. In no

casey howevers may an argument be submitted for filing later
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than 10 days before the election at which the issue will be
voted on by the peoples A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation must approve and sign each
arqumant filed. Separate signed letters of aoproval of an
argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members
of a committee if necessary to meet the filing deadline.

Section 18« There is a new Re.CeMe section numbered
37-132 that reads as follows:

37-132. Rebuttal arquments. The secretary of state
shaitl provide copies of the arguments advocating approval or
rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary
committee no later than 1 day following the filino of both
the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his
offices The committees may prepare rebuttal argusents no
longer than 250 words that shall be fileds in typewritten
forme with the secretary of state no 1later than 10 days
after the deadline for filing the original arqumentse
Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the
subject matter vraised in the argqument being rebutteds The
rebuttal argument shall be approved and signed by a majority
of the committee responsible for its oprenaration. Separate
signed letters of approval wmay be submitted in the same
manner as for the original arquments.

Section 19« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered

37-133 that reads as follows:
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37-133. Rejection of improper ar gusents -
responsibility of author for contente. (1) The secretary of
state shall rejects with the approval of the attorney
genarales an arqument or other matter held to contain
obsceney vulgary profanes scandalousy libelousy or
defamatory matter; any language that in any way incitese
counselsy promotess or advocates hatreds abuses violences or
hostility towards or that tends te cast ridicule or shame
upons a group of persons by reason of races colory religions
or sex; or any matter not allowed to be sent through the
maile Such arguments way not be filed or printed in the
voter information pamphlete.

{2) Nothing in this act relieves an author of any
arqument from civil or criminal responsibitity for
statements contained in_an argument printed in the voter
information pamphlet.

Section 20 There is a new ReCaMs section numbered
37-134 that reads as follows:

37-13%4« Printing and distribution of voter information
pamphlete (1) The secretary of state shall arrange with the
department of administration by requisition for the printing
and delivery of a voter information pamphlet for all ballot
issues to be submitted to the people at least 90 days before
the election at which they will be submittede The

requisition shall include a delivery 1list providing for

-2y 58 403



16
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

S8 0403703

shipment of the required number of pamphlets to each <county
and to the secretary of state.

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in
each county and provide for an extra supply of the pamphlets
in his office in determining the number of voter pamphlets
to be ordereo in the requisition.

{3) The department of adm}nistration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and dzlivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shall require completion of printing and shipmenty as
specified on the delivery 1lists of the voter information
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
whith the ballot issues will be voted on by the peoples

{4} The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
infornati;n pamphlet to each registered voter of the county
no later than 2 weeks after the pamphlets are received from
the printer.

{5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphiet shaltl
be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing
to read the explanatory information and complete text before
voting on the ballot issuese.

Section 21« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered

37-135 that reads as follows:
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37-135« Secretary of state to certify ballot formas (1)
The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for npreparation and printing of the
ballotsy at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
elections a certified copy of the form in which each bailot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballot. Unless otherwise provided.in the
legislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballots
the s2cretary of state shall list for each issue the numhers
the mathod of placement on the ballote the titles and the
statements of the implication of a vote for or against the
issue that are to be placed beside the diagram for wmarking
the ballot. The secretary of state shall use for each ballot
issue the title of the 1legislative acty legislative
constitutional proposals or ballot issue proposed by any
type of initiative petition unless that title exceeds 100
wordse A title of 100 words or less for the ballot shall be
provided by the legislature or the organization circulating
the peztition if the official title exceeds 100 wordse
Follo4ing the number of the ballot issues the secretary of
state shall imclude one of the following statements to
identify why the issue has been placed on the ballot:

{a) an act referred by the legislature;

{b) an amendment %o the constitution proposed by the

—26~ 58 403



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
i8
19
20
21
22
23
2%

25

SB 0403703

legislature;

{c} an act of the legislature referred by referendum
patition; or

{¢) a law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative petitione

{2) Eacn of the county officials responsible for the
preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the
ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and order
in which the issues have been certified by the secretary of
state. Al} ballot issues shall be placed on the official
ballot prescribed by 23-3506s 23-38D4» or 23-3904 uniess
specific written approval by the secretary of state for
placing the ballot issues on a separate ballot is received
by tha official responsible for printing the ballot. The
secretary of state may issue such approval only when the
number of issues to be voted on at an election makes it
impossible to print the entire balloty including the ballot
issuesy on the official ballot as prescribed by 23-3506s
23-3804y Or 23-3904.

Section 22. TYhere is 3 new ReCeMs section numbered
37-136 that reads as follows:

37-136« Determination of result of elections (1) The
votes on ballot issues shall be counteds canvasseds and
returnec¢ by the reqular boards of judgess clerkse and

of fic2rs as votes for candidates are countedy canvassede and
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returneds The abstract of votes on baljiot issues shall be
prepared and returned to the sSecretary of state in the
manner provided by 23-4015 for abstract of votes for state
officers. The state board of canvassers shall proceed within
20 days after the election at which such ballot issues are
voted upon ands at the same time as the votes for state
officers are canvasseds canvass the votes given for each
ballot issuee. The secretary of states as secretary of the
board of state canvasserses shall prepare and Ffile in his
office a statement of the canvass giving the number and
title of each issues the whole number of votes cast in the
state for and against each ballot issues and the effective
date of each ballot issue approved by a wmajority of those
Qoting on the issuees The secretary of state shall transamit a
certifiead copy of the statement of the canvass to the
governora

(2) The secretary of state shall send a certified copy
of all ballot issues which have been approved by a majority
of those voting on the issue and a copy of the statement of
the canvass to the executive director of the Jlegislative
council at the same time he transmits a certified copy of
the statement of the canvass to the governore

Section 23. There is a new RJ.leMs section numbered
37-137 that reads as follows:

37-137. Effective date of initiative and referendum
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issuese {1} Unless the petition placing an initiative issue
on th2 ballot states otherwises an initiative issue anproved
by tnz people is effective on July 1 following approval.

(2} Unless the Jegislature provides otherwisesy a
constitutional amendment proposed by the 1leqgislature and
approved by the people is effective on July 1 following
approvale

{3) \Unless specifically provided by the legislature in
an act referred by it to the people or until suspended by a
petition signed by at least 15% of the gualified electors in
a majority of the legislative representative districts, an
act refarred to the people is in effect as provided by law
until it s approved or rejected at the electiones An act
that is rejected is repealed effective the date the result
of the camvass is filed by the secretary of state under
37~13b. An act referred to the people that was in effect at
the tine- of the election and is approved by the people
remains in effecte An act that was suspended by a petition
and is approved by the people is effective the date the
result of the canvass is filed by the secretary of state
undar 37-136. An act referred by the 1legislature that
contains an effective date following the election becomes
effective on that date if approved by the people. An act
thnat provides no effective date and whose substantive

provisions were delayed by the legislature pending approval
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at an election and that is approved is effective July 1
following the elections

Section 24 There is a new ReCeM. section numbered
37-138 that reads as follows:

37-138. Violations -—— penaltiess A person who
knowingty makes a false entry upon a petition or affidavit
required by this chapter or who knowingly signs a petition
to place the same issue on the ballot at the same election
more than once is quilty of unsworn falsification or
tampering with public records or informations as
appropriates and is punishable as provided in 94-T7T-20% or
94~1-209, as applicable.

Section 25« Section 23-2704y ReCeMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

223-2704%4« Notice and closing of registration for
elections on incurrinag of state indebtedness other than for
refunding or levy of tax. (1) If the question of state
indebtednessy issuance »f bonds or debentures other than for
refundingy or the levy of a tax for state purposess is
submittad at an election other than a general biennial
elections the registrar of each county shall publish in the
official county newspapers a notice signed by hims stating
that ragistration will close at noon on the fortieth (40th)
day prior to the odate of the election unless the act

providing Ffor the sdpmission of the question fixes a
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different time for the giving of notice. The notice shall be
published ten {10) days or more prior to the date when
registration will be closed wunless the act oroviding for
submission of the question fixes a different time for
closing registratione

{2} If the question is to be submitted at a general
biennial elections notice and the closing of regqistration
shnall be governed by the laws applying to general biennial
electionse The provisions of seetion—3F—10Fy——RubrMvr——194F
31=134 apply to the printing and distribution of copies of
the proposed law.™

Section 26 Section 23-2802s ReCaMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows: ’

®23-2802. Publication and printing of amendments to
constitutione If a proposed constitutional amendment or
amendeents are submitted to the peopley the secretary of
state shalls

tiy-~Have have the proposed amendment or amendsents
published in Full twice each month for ¢wo—{2¥ months
previous to the election at which they are to he voted wupon
by the people in not less than one {3y newspaper cemmonty
eireutated of general circylation in each countye.

f24—~Have-a--panphltet—printed-containing-an-—exace——copy
of-—the-—propssed-—amendment—or—amendmentsy-an—exect—copy-of

existing-constitutionsti-provisions—to—be—-revisedy—-and—thn
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amendment-or—amendments—in-the-form—in—which—it—or—-they-witt
pe--printed-——on-—-the—-officiat-battots—Fhe-printed-pomphiets
sheli-be—distributed-as-provided-irn-section—3F-18Fy——Ruteiy
134F="

section 27« Section 893-2330e3s RelaMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

"89-2330«3« Procedures for elections in drainage
districtse The election provided for by section 89-2330.1
shall be governed by the following rules.

{1) Notice of the .election shall be as provided in
section 89-2303 except that the form of the ballot shall be
as hereinafter provided.

(2) The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in section B9-230%.

{3) Tne qualifications of electors shall be as
provided in section B83-2305 except thats in addition to
persons holding titley or evidence of title to lands within
the districts any person as therein defined who does not own
land within the district but has been assessed or will have
his improvements assessed under chapter 409y Laws of 1973,
or wino will be assessed for benefits receiveds shall be
entitled to onpe {1l) vote. Lommissioners shall prepare a
list of such persons and give them notice as provided in
section 89-2303.

(4) The commissioners of any district in existence
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prior to the effective date of chapter 409y Laws of 1973,
who wisn to hold an election to determine if the district
snall be governed by chapter 409¢ Laws of 1973+ shall at any
regular or special meeting adopt a resolution callinag for an
election to determine whether or not the voters of said
district wish to be governed by chapter 409y Laws of 1973.
The resoclution shall contain a short summary of the changes
madz by chapter 409y Laws of 1973 and shall include the
summary as part of the notice provided for by section
89-2303+ In additions the commission shall provide copies of
chapter 409, Laws of 1973 to any person interested in
obtaining a copy of the same and the notice te the persons
in the district calling the election shall describe where
and now copies may be obtainede The commissioners may
authorize a reasonable charaoe for providing said copiegy not
to exceed twenty cents ($.20) per page.

(%) 'The ballot shall include the summary as provided
for in the preceding paragraph and the form of the ballot
shall conformes as closely as possibles to that set forth in
seerion-3F-1686 37-121.

{6} A simple majority of those who cast valid ballots
shall determine the outcome of the election.”

Section 28e Section 23-3326s ReleMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

23-3326. Submission and vwverification of petitione
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Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference
primary election must be presented to the county clerk and
recorder of the county in which the signatures are gatherede
The county clerk and recorder must verify the sianatures in
the manner prescribed in seection——37-193v-——ReEsMsr—194Fy
37=123 and must forward the petitions to the secretary of
state. The petitions must be submitted to the clerk and
recorder at 1least ¢hirty——¢30) days before the filing
deadtine established in section 23-3305y—ReEuMe-194F."

Section 29« Repealer. Sections 37-101 through 3T7-104,
37-10%ely 37-104%e2¢y 37-104e3¢ 37-104e%y 37-104e5y 37-104.69
37-10%eTy 37-104e8y 37-104e%9y 37-10%4¢10¢ 37-105 through
37-110s and 37-201 through 37-203s ReCeMe 1947, are
repeateds

—End-
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SENATE BILL NOe 403

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDz ™AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS IMPLEMENTING THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO
PETITION FOR INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM ON STATEWIDE ISSUES;
AMENDING SECTYIONS 23-2704y 23-28024y 23-3326s AND 89-233043,
ReCeaMe 19477 AND REPEALING SECTYIONS 37—-101 THROUGH 37-104,
37-104%ely 3T-104e2s 3T-104e3y 3T-104a4y 3T-104+59 3T-104eb»
37-104479 37-104e8s 37-10449¢ 37-104.10+ 37-105 THROUGH

37-110+ AND 37-201 THROUGH 37-203s ReleMs 1947.°

BE LT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OFf THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section ls There is a new R.le.Me section numbered
37-115 that reads as follows:

37-115« Initiative and referendum procedures
establ ishede The right of the people to petition to enact
laws by initiatives to petition to approve or reject by
referendum any act of the legislature except an
appropriation of moneys to call for a vote on whether there
shall be a constitutional conventiony and to propose
constitutional amendments by initiative as quaranteed by The
Constitution of the State of Montana may be exercised
through adherence to the procedures established in this

chapter.
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Section 2« There is a new ReCeMs section numbered
37-115 that reads as follows:

3T-116. Who may petition — sufficiency of signature.
A petition for the initiatives the referendums or to call a
constitutional convention may be signed only by a qualified
elector of the state of Montana. A signature may not be
counted unless the elector has signed in substantially the
same manner as on the voter registry carde

Section 3. There is a new ReC.Me section numbered
37-117 that reads as follows:

37-117T-. Form of petition generally —— approval of form
required -- petitions numbereds (1)} A petition for the
initiativers the referendums or to call a constitutional
convention must be substantially in the form provided by
this chapter. Clerical or technical errors that do not
inte: “ere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of
signat. =2s on the petition do not render a petition voida

{2) Petitions——must——be—submitted—in-a-ferm-such—that
the-face-dimensions-do-not-exceed-f-if2-x-14—inches—in-sizes
£ach-sheet-may—pe—8-17/2-x-i4—inchesy-or-a-——continrous——sheet
may-—be-foided-s0-0s-to—meet-this—sire—timitotionv——5Separate
sheets-of-a-petition-may-be-fastened-irn-seectrons-of-not—more
than-25-sheetsr—Netther-a-sheet-nor-a-section—of-a——petition
may--contain-—signatures—-of-——etectors——Ffrom-—more--than-one

couvmtys PETITION——PETITION SHEETS MAY NOT EXCEED 8 1/2 X 1%
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{3) Before a petition may be circulated for
signaturesy a sample sheet wmust be submitted to the
secretary of state in the Fform in which it will be
circulateds The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the
sheet to the attorney general for his approvale The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
sheet for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the
form of the petition stating his reasons therefore Jhe
attorney general shall return the sheet together with his
comments within 3 working days after receiving ite The

secretary of state shall review the comments of the attorney

-3 S8 403

i0

1l

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

S8 0403/03

general and make 2 final decision as to the approval or
disapproval of the form of the sheet. The secretary of state
must notify the person who submitted the sheet of the
approval or rejection together with reasons for rejections
if applicables within 1 week of receiving the sheete.

(4} The secretary of state shall serially number all
submitted petitions that are approved as to form
continuously from year to years The numbering system shall
distinguish the different types of petitions vreceived and
include provisions for numbering measures referred to the
people by the legislaturee

Section 4« There is a new RaC.Me section numbered
37-118 that reads as follows:

37-118. Petition for the initiatives (1) The following
is substantially the form for a petition calling for a vote
to enact a law by the initiative:

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is
noty at the time he signs this petitions a quatified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine not
exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not to exceed &6 monthsy eor boths or imprisonment in the

state prison for a term not to exceed 10 yearse
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PETITION FOR INITIATIVE

To the Honorable e.seeer Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Wes the undersigned qualtified electors of the state of
Montanaes respectfully bpropose that the measure printed
within this petitions entitled (title of proposed iaw)s be
submitted to the qualified electors of the state of Montana
for their approval or rejection at the general election to
be held on the esee day 0Ff ecesecer 19ee« By his signatures
each signer certifies: 1 have personally signed this
petition; I am 2 qualified elector of the state of Montana;
I have not signed another petition for the same issue for
the same election; and my post-office address and
legislative representative district number are correctly
written after my name to the best of my Kknowledge and
beliefs Fhe-—complete——text——of-—-the-measure-proposed-—is—as
fotionses—fteonpiete—text-of-proposed—tawts

(Z) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-office addresss legislative representative district
numberes and printed last name of the signer. Each—separete
sheet-of-the-petition-shali-—centain-—the—heading——and——the
complete—text—of-the—propesed-taw-as—prescribed-nhoves

Section S« There is a new Re«{«Me sSection numoered

37-119 that reads as follows:

—5- Sk 403
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37-119« Petition for the referendume. (1) The following
is substantially the form for a petition callina for
approval or rejection of an act of the legislature by the
referendums

WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
oWwn to this petition or whe signs his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is
noty at the time he signs this petitiony 3 qualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine of not
exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not to exceed & wmonthse or boths or imprisonment in the
state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years.

PETITION FOR REFERENDUM

To the Honorable eeaceeesr Secretary of State of the
_+ate of Montana:

e the undersigned quatified electors of the state of
Montana. respectfully petition that Senate (House) Bill
Number eee«ey entitled (title of act)s passed by the seeses
Legislature of the state of Montana at the regular (special}
session of the legislature that commenced eesaser 19ess be
referred to the peoplte of the state for their approval or
rejection at the general election to be held on the eees day
Of easser 19 ees By his signatures each signer certifies: [

have personally signed this petition; I am a qualified
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elector of the state of Montana; I have not signed another
petition for the same issue for the same election; and my
post—-cffice address and legislative representative district
number are correctly written after my name to the best of my
knowledge and beliefe. Fhe-—complete—text-of-the-act-to—be
referred-is—as—foltowst—{complete—text-of-asectds

{2} Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge
tach numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the signaturey
post—office addresss legislative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer. Each—separate
sheet-of-the-petition—sheli—econtain——the——heading-—ond——the
complete——text--of-the—sct-on-which-referendum—is—petitioned
as—-prescribed-aboves

Section 6. There is a new R.(C.Me section numbered
37-120 that reads as follows:

37-120. Petition for initiative for constitutional
conventions (1} The following is substantially the form for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
quatified wvoters the question of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

WARNI NG

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is

noty at the time he signs this petitions a qualified elector
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of the state is punishable by a fine not exceeding $500 or
imprisonment in the county jail for a term not to exceed 6
monthsy or boths or imprisonment in the state prison for a
term not to exceed 10 years.
INITIATIVE PETITION ON THE QUESTION OF CALLING
A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Jo the Honorable aseeeser Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Ney the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montanay respectfully petition that the question of whether
there shall be an unlimited convention to revises alters or
amend The Constitution of the 5tate of Montana be submitted
to the qualified electors of the state of Montana for their
approval or rejection at the general election to be held on
the eees day Of ceeesr 1%eee By his signatures each signer
certifies: I have personally signed this petition; I am a
qualified elector of the state of Montana; I have not sianed
another petition for the same issue for the same election;
and my post-office address and legislative representative
district number are correctly written after my name to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

(2) Numbered 1lines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered 1line shall alse contain spaces for the
signaturesy post-office addresss legislative representative

district numbery and printed last name of the signer. ¢Each
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separate-—-shest-——of-—the--petition-shati-conteain—the—hending
prescribed-aboves ‘

Section 7« There is a new ReCeMa section numbered
37-121 that reads as follows:

37-121. Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendments. {l1) The following is substantially the form for a
petition for the initiative to amend the constitution:

NARNENG

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his
own to this petition or who signs his name more than once
upon a petition for the same issue at one election or who is
nots at the time he signs this petitions 2 gualified elector
of the state of Montana is punishable by a fine not
exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not te exceed & monthss or bothy or imprisonment in the
state prison for 2 term not to exceed 10 years.

PETITION PROPGSING A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
BY THE INITIATIVE

To the Honorable eseeeess Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Wey the undersigned qualified electors of the state of
Montana, respectfully petition that the constitutional
amendment printed within this petition be submitted to the
quaiified electors of the state of Montana for their

approval or rejection at the statewide election to be held
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on the ssee day Of eeeeey 19eee By his signatures each
signer certifies: 1 have personally signed this petition; I
am a qualified elector of the state of Montana; I have not
signed another petition for the same issue for the same
electicon; and my post—-office address and legislative
representitive district number are correctly written after
my name to the best of my knowledge and belief. Fhe—complete
text—ef-the-proposed-amendment—is—a2-followsr—fcomplete—text
of-proposed-amnendmentts

{2) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge
€ach numbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-office addresss legislative representative district
numberes and printed last name of the signer. Eech-separste
sheet-of-the-petition—-shaii-—contain-—the-—heading—and——the
» motete—text—of—the-propeosed-amendment—as—-prescribed-apboves

cction 8. There is a new ReCeMs section numbered
37-122 ' ..at reads as follows:

37-122+ Submission of petition sheets -—— certification
of signaturese (1} Signed sheets or sections of petitions
shall be submitted te the official responsible for
registration of electors in the county in which the
signatures were obtained no sooner than 1 year and no later
than 2 weeks before the final date for filing the petition
with the secretary of states 1In no casey howevere may a

person submit a sheet or section of a petition to the county
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official so late as to allow less than 1 working day before
the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of
state for every 200 signatures on the sheets or sections of
the petition submitted.

(2} An affidavits in substantially the following forms
shall be attached to each sheet or section submitted to the
county official:

(Name of person circulating petition)y AFFIRMSe OR
being first swornes deposes and says: That I circulated or
assisted in circulating the petition to which this affidavit
is attached and I believe the signatures thereon are
genuines are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to bes and that the signers knew the contents of the
petition before signing the samea

ssscacssvensans (Signature)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this eeee day of sewees
19eae

essecesnes{Person authorized to take ocaths}

Seal escsavenses{Title or notarial information}

Section 9« There is a new ReleMe section numbered
37-123 that reads as follows:

37-123« County official to forward verified sheetsa
{l) The county official verifyino the number of registered
electors signing the petition shall forward it to the

secretary of state by certified mail with a certificate in
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substantially the following férm attached:

To the Honorable eaeeser Secretary of State of the
state of Montana:

Iy esecvscaecy nsese {title} of the County oOf esacanser
certify that 1 have examined the attached (section
containing seee sheets) of {eeee sheets) of the petition for
(referendums initiatives constitutional conventiony or
constitutional amendment} NOes eseee in the manner prescribed
by law; and I believe that eees (nNumber) signatures in
Legislative Representative ODistrict NOe eeee (repeat for
each district included in sheet or section} are valid; and I
further certify that the affidavit of the circulator of the
{sheet) {section) of the petition is attached and the
post—office address and legislative representative district
number is completed for each valid signaturees
Signed: sssesasess [Date) ssseness (Signature}
Seal sescasvsssss {Title)

{2) The «county official certifying the sheets or
sections of a petition shall keep a copy of the sheets or
sections certified in the official files of his offices. The
copies may be destroyed 3 months after the date of the
election specified in the petition unless a court action is
pending on the sufficiency of the petitiona.

{3) The county official receiving the sheets or

sections of a petition shall check the names of all signers
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to verify they are registered electors of the countye In
additiony the official shall randomiy select 19%—of-the
signatures on each sheet or section and compare them with
the signatures of the electors as they appear in the
registration records of the offices If all the randomly
selected signatures appear to be genuiner the number of
signatures of registered electors on the sheet or section
may be certified to the secretary of state without further
comparison of signaturese If any of the randomly selected
signatures do not appear to be genuiner all signatures on
that sheet or section must be compared with the signatures
in the registration records of the office.

(#) The county official to whom the sheets or sections
of the petition are submitted may not retain a sheet or
section for 1longer than 1 working day for each 200
signatures on the sheet or section. The secretary of state
may extend this time if he is convinced the workload
involved requires extension.

(5) A registered elector of a county having reason to
believe that signatures on a petition that were not among
those actually compared with signatures in the registration
records of the county are not genuine may file a sworn
statement OR__AFEIRMATIION of his belief and request for
comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine

with the county official certifying the sheet or Section of
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the pqtition. If any of the challenged signatures are not
genuines the county official must compare all signatures on
that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to
the secretary of state giving the correct number of valid
signaturese.

Section 10. There is a new R.C.M. section numbered
37-124 that reads as follows:

37-124. Consideration and counting of signatures by
secretary of states (l) The secretary of state shall
consider and count only such signatures on petitions as are
certified by the proper county officials and each such
certificate is prima facie evidence of the facts stated
therein. Howevers the secretary of state may consider and
count any signature not certified by the county official
that is certified by a notary public of the county in which
the s ner resides to be the genuine signature of an elector
legally . 'alified to sign the petition.

{2} The official certificate of the notary public for
any signature not certified as valid by the county official
shall be in substantially the following form:

State of Montana } ss
County Of ecaavssasses)

I+ eeaeee {name)s a duly qualified and acting notary

public in and for the above-named county and states do

hereby certify: that I am parsonally acquainted with each of
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the following—named electors whose signatures are affixed to
the annexed (petition) [(copy of a petition)sy and I know of
my own knowledge that they are registered electors of the
state of Montana and of the county and legislative district
written after their names in the petition and that their
post-office address is correctly stated therein.

®senscescsssssscessuscssvssnsssnnses{Names of such electors)

In Testimony Whereofs 1 have hereunto set my hand and
official seal this seese day Of caceses 19eee

sacsmesusescsassescssss [Signature}
Seal sesssacseses [(Notarial information)

Section ll« There is 3 new ReCeMe section numbered
37-125 that reads as follows:

37-125« Time for filings Unless a specific time for
filing is provided in the constitutions all petitions Ffiled
with the secretary of states certified as provided by lawy
must be received before 5 peme of the second Friday of the
fourth month prior to the election at which they are to be
voted upon by the people.

Section 12« There is a new RaCeMe section numbered
37-126 that reads as follows:

37-126. Certification of petition to governor --

governor®s proclamatione. wWhen sheets or sections of a

petition for referendums initiativey constitutional
conventiony or constitutional amendment containing a
—15— 58 403
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sufficient number of sigqnatures have been filed with the
secretary of state within the time required by the
constitution or by lawe he shall immediately certify to the
governor that the completed petition has been officially
filede The governor shall include the titles of all batlot
issues certified to him by the secretary of state or
referred to the people or proposed by the legislature in the
proclamation reguired by 23-2901 and shall also include a
brief statement of each issue's tenor and effect.

Section 13« There is @ new ReCeMe section numbered
37-127 that reads as follows:

37-127« Transmittal of issues to the attorney general
-- attorney general's statemente (1) The secretary of state
shall transmit a copy of a ballot issue proposed by any type
of initiative petition or referred to the people by
referendum petition and a copy of the form in which the
issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney aeneral on
the same day he certifies the official filing of the
completed petition to the governore

(2) The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of an
act referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legislature and a copy of the form in which
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general
no later than 6 months before the election at which the

issue will be voted on by the people.
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{3) Mithin 10 days after receiving a copy of a ballot
issue that will be voted on by the peoplesy the attorney
gqeneral shall return to the secretary of state a statement
not exceeding 100 words in ordinary plain 1anguage
explaining the general purpose of the issue submitted. The
statement by the attorney general shall give a true and
impartial statement of the purposes of the issue in ptaing
easily understood lanquage and in a3 manner that is not an
argument or likely to create prejudice either for or against
the issuee

(4) At the same time he returns the statement
explaining the purposes of the issues the attorney general
shall notify the secretary of state of his approval or
disapproval of the ballot form for the issue submitted by
the secretaryes If the ballot form is not approveds the
secretary of state shall immediately submit a new ballot
form and notice of approval or disapproval must be given by
the attorney general within 5 days of receiving the new
forms tither——officer——nay-—request——the——assistance—of—-the
supreme-court—if-the-two-sre-not—ablte-to-agree—on—the—hatiot
form—for-any-+ssuer

(5) If statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issue have been provided by the legislative
act or petition placing the issue on the ballots the

secretary of state shall include a copy of the statements
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with the copy of the issue submitted to the attorney
generél. When the attorney general returns his statement of
the general purpose of the issue to the secretary ;f states
he shall incliude a noticsz that he has reviewed the
statements of the implication of a vote for or against the
issue and may include comments as to whether the statewments
clearly explain the implications of a vote. If statements of
the implication of a vote for or against a measure have not
been provideds the attorney general shall provide the
statements with his statement of the general purpose of the
issue. Statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issue shall be no more than 25 words and
shall be in simple language clearly explaining the wmeaning
of a vote for the issue or a vote against the issue. Such
statements shall be placed beside the diagram provided for
the marking of the ballot similar to the following example:
FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years
. ages
AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 13

years of agee
(6) 1n the case of an act referred to the people or a
constitutional amendment proposed by the legistatures the
secretary of state shall prepare a statement setting Fforth
the vote by which the issue passed each house of the

legislature. The secretary of state shall file an official
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copy of his statement with the attorney general*'s statement
on the issue in the official records of his offices

Section 14« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-128 that reads as follows:

37-128« Voter information pamphlete. {t) {a) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue to be voted on at an elections as
applicable:

{i) title and complete text of the issue;

{ii) statement of the secretary of state;

{iii} statement of the attorney general;

{iv) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

{v) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

(vi) rebuttal argumentse.

(b} The secretary of state may arrange the information
in the order which seems most appropriatey but the
information for ail issues in the pamphiet shall be
presented in the same order.

{2) 7The arguments advocating approval or rejection of
the D»ballot issue and rebuttal arquments shall be submitted
to the secretary of state by committees appointed as

provided in this subsection:
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{a) The committee advocating approval of an act
referred to the people or a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legisiature or an act referred to the people
by referendum petition shall be composed of one senator
known to favor the measures appointed by the president of
the senate; one representative known to favor the measures
appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;
and one member who need not be a member of the leqislatures
appointed by the first two members.

{b}) The cowmmittee advocating rejection of a3 ballot
issue referred to the people or proposed by the legislature
shall be composed of one senator appointed by the president
of the senate; one representative appointed by the speaker
of the house of representatives; and one member who need not
be a member of the legistatures appointed by the first two
memberss Whenever possibles the members shall be known to
have opposed the issuees

{c) A three-member committee advocating approval of a
ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition or
advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a
legislative act referred to the people by referendum
petition shall be appointed by the chairman of the
organization that was first on record with the commissioner
of campaign finances and practices as a proponent of the

petitions
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{d} A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue
proposed by any +type of initiative petition shall be
composed of five members. The governors attorney dgeneralys
president of the senates and speaker of the house of
representatives shall each appoint one membersy and the fifth
member shall be appointed by the first four wmemberss. All
mempers shall be known to favor rejection of the issues

Section 15« There is a new ReC.Me section numbered
37-129 that reads as follows:

37-129« Time for making appointments -- chairsane (1)
Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection
of an act referred to the people or & constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature shall be filed with
the secretary of state no later than & months bef;re the
election at which the ballot issue will be voted on by the
peoplea

{2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or
rejection of a ballot measure referred to the people by
referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative
petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later
than 10 days after the measure is certified to the governore.
At the same time the certification of the sufficiency of a
petition is made to the qovernore the secretary of state
shall notify all persons responsible for appointing members

of committees advocating approval or rejection of the issue
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of the date by which such appointments must be filed in his
office.

{3) The appointee of the president of the senate is
the chairman of any cosmittee to which that officer makes an
appointmente The appointing authority for other committees
shall name a chairman at the time the appointments are madee

Section lée There is 3 new Re.CeMe section numbered
37-130 that reads as follows:

37-130. Expenses allowede Each committee is entitled
to receive funds for the preparation of arguments and
expenses of members not to exceed $150 for a three—member
committee and $250 for a five-member committee. Itemized
claims for actual expenses incurreds approved by a majority
of the committees shall be submitted to the secretary of
state for payment from funds appropriated for that purpose.

“ection 17 There is a new R.CeMe section numbered
37-131 -hat reads as follows:

37-131. Limitation on length of argument advocating
approval or rejection -- time of filinge An argqument
advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue is
limitea to 500 words and shall be fileds in typewritten
forme with the secretary of state no later than 30 days
following the date by which the appointment of the committee
was required to be filed with the secretary of states. In no

casey howeversy may an arcument be submitted for filing later
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than 70 days before the election at which the issue will be
voted on by the peoplee A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation must approve and sign each
arqgument filede Separate signed letters of approval of an
argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members
of a committee if necessary to meet the filing deadline.

Section 18 There is a new RasCaMe section numbered
37-132 that reads as follows:

37-132« Rebuttal argumentss The secretary of state
shall provide copies of the arguments advocating approval or
rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary
committee no later than 1 day following the filing of both
the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his
offices The committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no
longer than 250 words that shall be fileds in typewritten
forms with the secretary of state no later than 10 days
after the deadtine for Ffiling the original argumentse
Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the
subject matter vraised in the argument being rebuttede The
rebuttal arqument shall be approved and signed by a majority
of the committee responsible for its preparation. Separate
signed letters of approval wmay be submitted in the same
manner as for the oriqinal arqumentsa

Section 19« There is a new ReLeMe section numbered

37-133 that reads as follows:
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37-133. Rejection of improper arguments -
responsibility of author for contente. (1) The secretary of
state shall rejects with the approval of the attorney
generaly an argument or other matter held to contain
obscenes vulgars profanes scandalousy libelouss or
defamatory matter;: any language that in any way incitess
counselsy promotess or advocates hatreds abuses violences or
hostility towards or that tends to cast ridicule or shame
upons a qroup of persons by reason of races colors religions
or- sex; or any matter not allowed to be sent through the
maile Such arguments may not be filed or printed in the
voter information pamphlet.

{2) Nothing in this act relieves an author of any
argument from civil or criminal responsibility for
statements contained in an argument printed in the voter
information pamphlete.

Section 20e There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-134 that reads as follows:

37-134. Printing and distribution of voter information
pamphlete {1) The secretary of state shall arrange with the
department of administration by requisition for the printinn
and delivery of a voter information pamphlet for all ballot
issues to be submitted to the people at least 90 days before
the election at which they will be submitted. The

requisition shall include a delivery list providing for
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shipment of the required number of pamphlets to each county
and to the secretary of state.

{2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in
each county and provide for an extra supply of the pamphlets
in his office in determining the number of voter pasmphlets
to be ordered in the requisitions

{3) The department of administration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shall require completion of printing and shipmenty as
specified on the delivery 1lists of the yoter information
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the peoﬁ!e.

{4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter of the county
no later than 2 weeks after the pamphlets are received from
the printere

{5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shall
be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishina
to read the explanatory information and complete text before
voting on the ballot issuese

Section 21« There is 2 new Ra.C«Me section numbered

37-135 that reads as follows:

—-25- SB 403

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

253

S8 0403703

37-135. Secretary of state to certify ballot forme (1)
The sécretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for preparation and printinq= of the
baltotsy at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
elections a certified copy of the form in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballot. Unless otherwise provided in the
legislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballots
the secretary of state shall tist for each issue the number,
the method of placement on the ballots the titley, and the
statements of the implication of a vote for or against the
issue that are to be placed beside the diagram for wmarking
the ballot. The secretary of state shall use for each balleot
issue the title of the Jegislative acts legislative
const cutional proposals or ballot issue proposed by any
type c¢. initiative petition unless that title exceeds 100
wordse. A title of 100 words or less for the ballot shall be
provided by the legislature or the organization circulating
the petition iif the official title exceeds 100 wordse
following the number of the ballot issues the secretary of
state shall include one of the following statements to
identify why the issue has been placed on the ballot:

{a) an act referred by the legislature;

{b) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the
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Yegislature;

{c) an act of the legislature referred by referendum
petition; or

(dy a law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative petitiona

{2) Each of the county officials responsible for the
preparation and printing of the ballots shall print the
ballot issues on the official ballot in the form and order
in which the issues have been certified by the secretary of
states Al} ballot issues shal)l be placed on the official
ballot prescribed by 23-3506s 23-3804s or 23-3904 unless
specific written approval by the secretary of state for
placing the ballot issues on a separate ballot is received
by the official responsible for printing the ballot. The
secretary of state may issue such approval only when the
number of issues to be voted on at an election makes it
impossible to print the entire ballots including the ballot
issuesey on the officialt ballot as prescribed by 23-3506s
233804+ or 23-3904.

Section 22. There is 2 new Re.CaM. section numbered
31j136 that reads as follows:

37-136. Determination of result of elections (1) The
votes on ballot issues shall be counteds canvasseds and
returned by the regular boards of judgese <clerkss and

officers as votes for candidates are counteds canvasseds and
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returneds The abstract of votes on ballot issues shall be
prepared and returned to the secretary of state in the
manner provided by 23-4015 for abstract of votes for state
officerse The state board of canvassers shall proceed within
20 days after the election at which such ballot issues are
voted wupon ands at the same time as the votes for state
officers are canvasseds canvass the votes given for each
ballot issues The secretary of states as secretary of the
board of state canvassersy shall prepare and file in his
office a statement of the canvass giving the number and
title of each issues the whole number of votes cast in the
state for and against each ballot issues and the effective
date of each ballot issue approved by a majority of those
voting on the issuee The secretary of state shall transmit a
certified copy of the statement of the canvass to the
governora.

{2) The secretary of state shall send a certified copy
of all ballet issues which have been approved by a majority
of those voting on the issue and a copy of the statement of
the canvass to the executive director of the legislative
council at the same time he transmits a certified copy of
the statement of the canvass to the governore

Section 23« There is 3 new ResLeMe section numbered
37T-137 that reads as follows:

37-137. Effective date of initiative and referendum
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issuese (1) Unless the petition placing an initiative issue
on the ballot states otherwises an initiative issue approved
by the people is effective on July 1 following approvatl.

{2} Unless the legislature provides otherwises a
constitutional amendment proposed by the Jlegislature and
approved by the people is effective on July 1 following
approvala

{3) VUnless specifically provided by the legislature in
an act referred by it to the people or until suspended by a
petition signed by at least 15% of the qualified electors in
a majority of the legislative representative districtsy an
act referred to the people is in effect as provided by Jlaw
until it is approved or rejected at the election. An act
that is rejected is repealed effective the date the result
of the canvass is filed by the secretary of state under
37-136« An act referred to the people that was in effect at
the time of the election and is approved by the people
remains in effecte An act that was suspended by a petition
and is approved by the people is effective the date the
result of the canvass is fited by the =secretary of state
under 37-136. An act referred by the Jleqgislature that
contains an effective date following the election becomes
effective on that date if approved by the peoples. An act
that provides no effective date and whose substantive

provisions were delayed by the legislature pending approval
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at an election and that is approved is effective July 1
following the electiona

Section 24« There is a new ReCeMe section numbered
37-138 that reads as follows:

37-138. Violations -~- penaltiess A person who
knowingly makes a false entry upon a petition or affidavit
required by this chapter or who knowingly signs a petition
to place the same issue on the balilot at the same election
more than once is gquilty of unsworn falsification or
tamper ing with public records or informations as
appropriates and is punishable as provided in 94-7-204 or
94-7-209y as applicable.

Section 25« Section 23-2T704&s ReCeMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

#23-2704« Notice and closing of registration for
elect .ns on incurring of state indebtedness other than for
refundir: or levy of taxe (1) 1If the question of state
indebtednessy issuance of bonds or debentures other than for
refundings or the levy of a tax for state purposess is
submitted at an election other than a general biennial
elections the registrar of each county shall publish in the
official county newspapers a notice signed by hims stating
that registration will close at noon on the fortieth (40th)
day prior to the date of the election unless the act

providing for the submission of the question fixes a
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different time for the aiving of notice. The notice shall be
published ten (10) days or more prior to the date when
registration will be closed wunless the act providing for
submission of the question fixes a different time for
closing reqistration.

(2) If the question is to be submitted at a generatl
biennial elections notice and the <closing of registration
shall be governed by the laws applying to general biennial
electionse The provisions of seetion—37-10Fy—Retwiiv—134F
3I-13% apply to the printing and distribution of copies of
the proposed law.™

Section 26e Section 23-2802s ReC.Ms 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

%23-2802« Publication and printing of amendments to
constitution. If a proposed constitutional amendment or
amendments are submitted to the peoples the secretary of
state shall+

ti¥-—-Have have the proposed amendment or amendments
published in full twice each month for <+wo-+2% months
previous to the election at which they are to be voted upon
by the people in not less than one £t} newspaper commonty
cirevtoted of general circulation in each countys

t#¥-~Have-a-penphiet-printed-containing—an--exact——copy
of——the——proposed—amnendment-or-anendmentsy—an—exact—copy-of

existing-econstitutionat-provisions-to—be-—-revisedy——and-—the
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amendment—or-amendnenta-in—the—form—in-which-it-or-they-wit¥
be——printed—on—the——official—battots—Fhe-printed—parnphiets
shati-pe-distributed-as-provided-in-section——3T-18Fv——ReCol»
+94F="

Section 27« Section 89-2330e3s RaeleMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

"g89-2330.3. Procedures for elections in drainage
districtse The election provided for by section 89-2330.1
shall be governed by the following rulese

{1} Notice of the election shall be as provided in
section 89-2303 except that the form of the ballot shall be
as hereinafter provided.

{2) The manner of conducting the election shall be as
provided in section 89-2304.

(3) The qualifications of electors shall be as
provided in section B89-2305 except thaty in addition to
persons holding titles or evidence of title to lands within
the districts any person as therein defined who does not own
land within the district but has been assessed or will have
his improvements assessed under chapter 409y Laws of 1973.
or who wWill be assessed for benefits receiveds shail be
entitied to one {1) vote. Commissioners shall prepare a
list of such persons and give them notice as provideg in
section 89-2303.

(4) The commissioners of any district in existence
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prior to the effective date of chapter 409 Laws of 1973s
who wish to hold an election to determine if the district
shall be governed by chapter 409 Laws of 1973, shail at any
regular or special meeting adopt a resoelution calling for an
election to determine whether or not the voters of said
district wish to be governed by chapter 409s Laws of 1973.
The resolution shall contain a short summary of the changes
made by chapter 4#09s Laws of 1973 and shall include the
summary as part of the notice provided for by section
B89-23903. In additions the commission shall provide copies of
chapter 409y Laws of 1973 to any person interested in
obtaining a copy of the same and the notige to the persons
in the district calling the election shall describe where
and how copies may be obtaineds The commissioners may
authorize a reasonable charge for providing said copiess not
to exceed twenty cents (320} per pagee

(5) The ballot shall include the summary as provided
for in the preceding paragraph and the form of the ballot
shall conforme as closely as possibles to that set forth in
seceion—33—%66 1T-127.

(6) A simple majority of those who cast valid ballots
shall determine the outcome of the election.™

Section 28« Section 23-3326s ReCeMe 1947y is amended
to read as follows:

u23-3326e. Submission and verification of petitions
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Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference
prima;y election must be presented to the county clerk and
recorder of the county in which the signatures are gatherede.
The county clerk and recorder must verify the signatures in
the manner prescribed in seetion—3F-163¢v——Re€sMo——194Fr
37-123 and must forward the petitions to the secretary of
state. The petitions wmust be submitted to the clerk and
recorder at least thirty-—£30¥ days before the filing
deadline established in seetion 23-3305v—RvEsu—194F."

Section 2%. Repealer. Sections 37-101 through 37-104s
37-104ely 37-104e2y 37-10%e3y 37-104a%y 37-104e5¢ 3T-104e6y
37-104«Te 37-10428y 37-104.9s 37-104.10y 37-105 through
37-110s and 37-201 through 37-203y ReCeMa 1947, are
repeal ede

-End-
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