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45th Le9islature u: 0942/01 

2 INTRODUCED ElY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

5 RESPECTIVE ROLES OF THE CONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC 

b SERVICE COMMISSION IN ADVERSARY UTILITY ~ATE CASES BEING 

1 CONDUCTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.• 

6 

9 EIE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Roles of public service co••ission and 

11 consumer counsel. In any case Involving an application by a 

1Z re9ulated utility for authority to Increase its rateso which 

13 is actively contested by the consuaer counsel, the public 

14 service coamission shall avoid as auch duplication of effort 

15 as possible by leaving representation of the interests of 

1b consuaers to the consu.er counsel when he ti•ely petitions 

17 to beco•e a party to such case, provided however. nothing 

18 contained herein prohibits the commission or its staff fro• 

19 investigating, interrogating, and introducin9 evidence in 

20 any hearing to further clarify or develop the case or 

21 present an issue it believes has not been fully presented. 

-End-
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StNAIE rliLL NO. 3~2 

Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

INTRODUCED 3V TOWEt E. SMlTrl 

A BiLL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TU CLARifY THE 

, RtSPECTIVE ROLES OF THE CONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC 

b SeRVIS• LOHHISSIO~ IN A0VERSAKV UTILITY RATE CASES 3~1NG 

CJNUUCTiD BY THE PU~LIC SERVICE CUM~ISSION.• 

d 

~ dE IT E~ACTED BV THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

lli 'cction I. Roles of public service comMission and 

11 consum~r counsel. In any case involving an ao~lication by a 

1l requl~ted utility for authority to increase its rates, which 

13 is actively contested by the consumer counsel, the public 

1~ service commission shall avoid ~mueh duplication of effort 

1j es-pos~+b+e by leavinq representation of the interests of 

1~ consuners to the consumer counsel when he timely petitions 

11 to oecoMe a party to such case, provided however. nothino 

lti containPd herein prohibits the commission or its staff from 

1~ investiqatinq, interrogating, and introducin~ evidence in 

20 any 11.::,1rinq to +tt.-~fte1" clarify or develop the case or 

21 present an issue +~-b~++ewes-he~n~-been--+tt++y-~.-e~en~ed. 

-i::nd-

SECOND READING 
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SENATE SILL NO. 3d2 

INTRODUCED BY lOWE, E. SMITH 

AN ACT 

ROLES OF 

ENTITLED: •AN 

THE CONSUMER 

ACT TG CLARifY THE 

COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC 

b StRVICl CDHKISSION IN AOVERSARY UTILITY RATE CASES BEING 

CONDUCTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE CDHKISSION.• 

~ 

~ dt IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Roles of public service coiAWiission and 

11 consumer counsel. In any case involving an application by a 

12 regulated utility for authority to increase its rates, which 

13 is actively contested by the consu•er counsel. the public 

l<t service com111ission shall avoid es-mueh duplication of effort 

15 e~-~~+b+e by leaving representation of the interests of 

lb consuners to the consumer counsel when he ti~ely petitions 

11 to oecome. a party to such case. provided however, nothinq 

16 contain~d herein prohibits the commission or its staff from 

19 investigating, interrogating, and introducing evidence in 

20 any n~aring to ~H~tft~ clarify or develop the case or 

21 present an issue +t-be++eve~-fte~et-been--~++y--p~~en~. 

-End-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE OF RE~RESENTATIVES MARCH 30, 1977 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 382 

1. Amend page l, section 1, line 12. 
Following: "regulated" 
Strike: "utility" 
Insert: "entity to the public service commission" 

2. Amend page 1, section 1, lines 14 and 15. 
Following: "shall" 
Strike: "avoid duplication of effort by leaving" 
Insert: "leave" 

3. Amend page 1, section 1, line 19. 
Following: "investigating" 
Strike: "," 
Insert: "and" 
Following: "interrogating" 
Strike: ", and introducing evidence" 

4. Amend page 1, section 1, line 20. 
Following: "clarify" 
Strike: "or develop" 

AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED. IN 
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SENATE BILL NO. 382 

INTROOU~ED BY lOWE, E. SMITH 

4 A BILL FOR AN A~T ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

5 RESPE~TIYE fOLES Of THE ~ONSUMER ~OUNSEL ANO THE PUBLI~ 

b SERVI~E ~OKKISSlON IN ADVERSARY UTILITY RATE ~ASES BEING 

7 ~OHOUCTEO BY THE PUBLIC SERYI~E ~OKMISSION.• 

6 

9 BE IT ENA~TEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Roles of public service co .. ission and 

11 consumer counsel. In any case involving an application by a 

12 regulated ~~ ENTITY TO THE PUBLIC SERVILt LQHMJSSIQN 

13 

1ft 

for authority to increase its rateso 

contested by the consuaer counsel, 

which is actively 

the public· service 

15 commission shall e.e+~-es--..eft- ~~plie&tien--of--e+~ort--~ 

1b pos~+b••-by-•edY~ ~ representation of the interests of 

17 consu.ers to the consu.er counsel ~hen he timely petitions 

16 to beco.e a party to such case, provided however, nothing 

19 contained herein prohibits the co~ission or its staff from 

ZO investigatingy AhQ interrogatingy-ftftd--+n~red~+ft~-eY+6e~ee 

Zl on any hedring to further clarify ~-de•elo~ the case or 

lZ present an i ssu .. rl-&e~-ftes-nM-been-~u•+r-J~re-sertteii. 

-End-

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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1 SENATE SILL NO. 382 

2 INTRODUCED BY lOWE, E. SMITH 

3 

4 A Bill fOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO ClARifY THE 

5 RESPECTIVE ROlES Of THE CONSUMER COUNSEl AND THE PUBLIC 

b SERVICE COMMISSION IN ADVERSARY UTILITY RATE CASES BEING 

7 CONDUCTED BY THE PUBliC SERVICE COMMISSION.• 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

10 Section 1· Roles of public service co .. ission and 

11 consu•er counsel. In any case involving an application by a 

lZ regulated H~·+ty ENTITY TO THE PUBLIC SEBYICE COMMISSION 

13 for authority to increase its rates, ~hich is actively 

14 contested by the consu.er counsel, the public . service 

15 co••ission shall SY&+d-~,--eHeh--~~~n--e+- effer~ as 

16 ~e~+e-by-+eeY+ftg ~ representation of the interests of 

17 consu•ers to the consu~er counsel when he ti•ely petitions 

16 to become a party to such case, provided ho~ever, nothing 

19 contained herein prohibits the co•aission or its staff fro• 

20 investigatinqy AND interroqatinqy-aftd- intredHe~nq--~denee 

21 in any hearing to +Hr~~ clarify er-deve+e~ the case or 

22 present an issue +~-be++e.es-ftes-ne~-beeft--+H++y--pr~~. 

23 ~~E MAY BE INTROQUCED BY THE CQMMISSION ON AN ISSUE 

24 THAT HAS NQT BEEN AQEQUATELY ADQRESSEQ BY ANY PARTY If THE 

25 CQHHISSLQM_ FIRST REQUESTS COUNSEL QE RECORD TO AQPRESS SUCH 

REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free Joint 
Conference Committee Report 
Dated .y- L-j'- ;?/ 

SB 0382/04 

1 ~SSUE ANQ SUCH CQUNSEL FAILS TO INTBOQUCE SUFFICIENT OR 

2 ADEQUATE EVIDENCE. 

-End-

-2- SB 382 


