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INTRODUCED BY 
~~'""'·~? 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING AN AGENCY FUND 

fROM ~HICH TO HAKt PENSION PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF 

VuLUNTE~R FIRE COMPANIES OF UNINCORPORATED AREAS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 11-2022, 1l-202j, 11-2028• AND 11-2030, Ro(oHo 

1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2022, RoCoMo 1947• is amend~d to 

read as follows: 

-11-2022. Disability, death• insurance and pension 

benefits. 1. Eve~y member of a fire company organized in an 

unincorporat~d area. town or village under the laws of this 

state, shall oe entitlad to receive compensation for 

disability incurred while in the performance of his duties 

as such fireman, when such disability necessitates the 

services of a physician or sur->:JeOnt while confined or 

non con f i ned• in the amount of his necessary and reasonable 

medical ex~enses resulting directly from such disability, 

and incurred within a p~riod of not more than tnirty-six 

(36) months from the date of the injury which caused such 

disability, not to ~xceed a tot~l of twenty-fiv~ thousand 
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LC 1316/01 

dollars ($25,000). 

2. Wher-e an injury incurred in 1 ine of such duty 

results in the loss by amputation of an arm. hand, leg or 

foot, or the enucleation of an eye, or the loss of any of 

the natural teeth, the board shall order them an artificial 

member or members be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

The expense of furnishing such members shall not exceed the 

sum of one thousand five hundred dollars (S1,500). The 

replacement of an artificial aember so furnished shall 

required every five (5) years, if necessary. 

be 

3. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fireman 

covered under this act whose death occurs in line of duty, 

an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

expenses• or the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 

($1,500)• whichever is less. shall be allowed. 

4. To encourage and aid volunteer fire departments to 

mai~tain group insurance for b~nefits on account of death or 

injury incurred by members while in the performance of 

duties as volunteer firemant the sum of seventy-fiv~ dollars 

[S75) per year for each mobile unit of fire-fighting 

equipment, not exceeding two (2] such units in number for 

any such department, shall be ~aid to each volunteer fire 

department maintaininc::; such insur-ance, or to the 

organization or agency maintaining such insurance for any 

such volunteer fire department. 

513.3// 
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5. In the case of every volunteer fireman wno shall 

meet the qualification requirements set forth in 

subparagraph two (2) of section ll-2023, and then if the 

claim provided for under subparagraph two (2) of section 

ll-Z024 shall be completed and filed, the claimant shall be 

entitled thereaft ar to 

firemen's pension plan as 

;>articipate 

provided in 

in the volunteer 

this act, and to 

receive payments thereunder computed each year in the 

following manner. Whenever at the close of business on the 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be a balance in the 

volunteer fire•an•s compensation ee~arke6--r~nae account 

in the eer.arked--reweftae ~ fund in excess of one 

million dollars (S1,000,000) then the industrial accident 

board shall set aside and pay over to the public employees• 

retire.ent system, the smaller of such amount in excess of 

one million dollars (S1oOOO,OOO)• or an amount equal to 

ninety-five percent (95%) of the increase of said account 

balance over the account oalance at the end of th~ preceding 

f i seal year, for the paymen~ by saia 0ublic employees' 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants during 

the immediately succeeding fiscal year. The a•ount to be 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be deter~ined by 

dividing said amount set aside by the number of clai~ants 

qualifying to participate in such pension plan at the 

b~ginninq of such succeeding fiscal year. If such amount set 
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aside shall be sufficient to pay each such qualified 

claimant at least twenty dollars (S20) per month throuJhout 

such succeeding fiscal year, then such pension shall be paid 

aonthly, on or before the last day of each month of such 

succeeding fiscal year; but if said amount set aside shall 

not be sufficient to pay each qualified claimant at least 

twenty dollars (520) per month, then each qualified 

claimant•s full pension for that year shall be ~aid to him 

in one lump pay~ent on or before the fifteenth day of 

December of such year; provided, however, that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any ~ualified 

clai•ant shall not exceed the sum of fifty dollars (S50) per 

month• and the a•ount to be set aside hereunder from the 

volunteer fireman•s compensation ee~arked--~e•e"He account 

in the eermerked-revenHe ~X fund at the beginning of any 

fiscal year for the funding of such pensions shall not in 

any event exceed the amount necessary to pay such maximum of 

fifty dollars ($50) per month to each claimant qualified as 

of the bejinninJ of such fiscal year. For the purpose of 

computation and payaent of benefits under this act, if 

children of any volunteer fireman shall become el igibl~ for 

benefits hereunder, then all children of such volunteer 

fireman shall be treated collectively as one (1) claimant. 

The fiscal year for the purpose of this act shall begin on 

the first day of July of each year and end on the last day 
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of June of each year." 

Section 2. Section 11-2025• R.C.H. 1941• is amended to 

read as follows: 

~11-2025. Payment of claim -- beneficiaries of 

decedent. 1. Upon receipt of a claim under subparagraphs one 

(1)• two (21• three (3) and four (4)• or any thereof. of 

section 11-2022• by the industrial accident board• if the 

same is found to be in compliance with the provisions of 

subsection one (1) of section 11-2024o the board .ust order 

the allowance thereofo and pay the same by warrants drawn 

upon the volunteer fireaen•s fund to the order of the 

attending 

hospital. 

physician or surgeon. attending nurseo and 

2. All payments under the volunteer firemen's pension 

plan shall be approved by the public e.ployees• retirement 

syste~ and paid by warrants drawn upon the eer.erked-peweftUe 

~ fundo payable to the order of the individual 

qualified volunteer fireman; provided, howevero that in the 

event of the death of any volunteer fireman who has not 

reached the age of fifty-five (55) years but who has 

otherwise qualified for full participation nereunder. or in 

the event of the death after February 27o 191lo of any 

volunteer fireman who has not reached the age of fifty-five 

(SS) years but who has otherwise qualified for partial 

participation hareundero or in the event of the death of any 
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such volunteer fireman after qual i tying for full 

participation hereunder but before receiving payments 

hereunder totaling at least two thousand dollars (S2oOOO)o 

or in the event of the death 6f any such volunteer fireman 

after February 21, 1971 and after he has qualified for 

partial participation hereunder but before he has received 

payments hereunder totaling a proportion of two thousand 

dollars (S2o000) determined under the formula set forth in 

section 11-2023(2)(A}(II); and if such deceased volunteer 

fireman shall have left a surviving spouseo then such full 

or partial participation pension shall be paid or continue 

to be paid to the surviving spouse by a warrant or warrants 

drawn upon the eermerked-re~enue ~ fund and payable to 

the order of the surviving spouse, until such spouse•s death 

or remarriage; or if said deceased volunteer fireaan shall 

have left no surviving spouse but shall have left a child or 

children under the age of 2ighteen (18) years, then such 

full or partial participation pension shall be paid or 

continue to be paid to the guardian or other person having 

custody of the said child or children, until the youngest 

child shall reach the age of eighteen (lB) years. Provided, 

furthero that in the event of such payments after the death 

of a voluntee~ ftreman. to or for a surviwing spouse or 

children, then such pension shall terminate• and no further 

payments shall be made hereunder, in the case of a full 
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participation pension when a total of two thousand dollars 

(SZ,OOO) shall have been paid upon such pension, including 

any payments made to the volunteer fireman before his death, 

or in the 

total of a 

deten•i ned 

case of a partial participation pension, when a 

proportion of 

under the 

two thousand 

formula set 

dollars ( S2t000) 

forth in section 

11-2023(2)(A)(ll) shall have been paid upon such pension, 

including any payments .ade to the volunteer fireman before 

his death. If such deceased volunteer fireman shall leave 

10 neither surviving spouse nor child under the age of eighteen 

11 (18) years, then his pension shall terminate at the end of 

12 the Month prior to the month in which his death occurs.• 

13 Section l. Section 11-2028, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 •11-2028. Earnings to be part of moneys. All earnings 

lb made by moneys eftrmer~d-by L~~~~ section 11-20:10 

17 hy reason of interest paid for the deposit thereof, or 

18 otherwise, shall be credited to and become a part of such 

19 moneys.• 

20 Section 4o Section 11-2030, Ro(oHo 1947t is amended to 

21 read as follows: 

22 •11~2030. Fire insurance preMium tax to be paid into 

23 fund. The state auditor and ex officio commissioner of 

24 insurance of the state of Montana shall annually deposit in 

25 the eerMerked--reveftue ~ fund, such sum as shall be 
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equivalent to five per cent (5%1 of premium taxes collected 

from insurers authorized to effect insurance against risks 

enumerated in section 11-1919, as shall remain after the 

amounts provided for by section 11-1919 shall have been 

first deducted. Such Moneys shall b~ used for the payment of 

claiMs and administrative costs as provided in sections 

11-2025 and 11-202c.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
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FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received March 15 19 .J.L_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for _. __ -~'!a_~_!iill_~7_7 ____ . ____ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Ler,islative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Plarning, to members 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act creating an agency fund from which to make pension payments to eligible members of volunteer fire companies of 
unincorporated areas. 
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INTRODUCED SY ~ 
Approved 
on State 

Bill NOo j1? 

by Committee 
Administration 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT CREATING AN AGENCY FUND 

FROM WHICH TO MAKE PENSION PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF 

VDLUNT~ER FIRE COMPANIES OF UNINCORPORATED AREAS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 11-2022, 11-2025o 11-2028o AND 11-2030o RoCoMo 

1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2022, R.C.Mo l947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"l1-2022o Disability, death, insurance and pension 

benefits. lo Every member of a fire company organized in an 

unincorporated area, town or village under the laws of this 

state, shall be entitled to receive compensation for 

disability incurred while in the performance of his duties 

as such fireman, when such disability necessitates the 

se~vic~s of a physician or surgeon, while confined o~ 

nonconfined, in the amount of his necessary and reasonable 

medical expenses resulting directly from such disability, 

and incurred within a period of not more than tnirty-six 

(36) months from the date of the injury which caused 3uch 

disability, not to exceed a total of twenty-fiv~ thousand 

S E C 0 N D READING 

LC 1316/01 

dolla~s (SZS,OOO)o 

2 2. Where an injury incurr-ed in 1 ine of such duty 

3 results in the loss by amputation of an arm, hand, leg or 

4 foot, or the enucleation of an eyet or the loss of any of 

5 the natural teeth, the board shall order thea an artificial 

6 meMber or members be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

7 The expense of furnishing such members shall not exceed the 

8 sum of one thousand five hundred dollars (SloSOO). The 

9 replace•ent of an artificial member so furnished shall be 

10 required every five (5) years~ if necessary. 

11 3. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fireman 

12 covered under this act whose death occurs in line of duty, 

13 an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

14 expenses, or the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 

15 (Sl,500), whichever is less, shall be allowed. 

16 4o To encourage and aid volunteer fire departments to 

17 maintain group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

18 injury incurred by members while in the performance of 

19 duties as volunteer firemen~ the su• of seventy-five dollars 

20 (S75} per year for each mobile unit of fire-fighting 

2l equipment• not exceeding two (2) such units in nu~ber for 

22 any such department, shall be ~aid to each volunteer fire 

23 department maintaining such i nsu ranee., or to the 

24 organization or agency mdintaining such insurance for any 

25 such voluntaer fire department. 

-z- 5138//' 
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5. In the case of every volunteer fireman wno shall 

meet the qualification requirements set forth in 

subparagraph two (2) of section 11-2023, and then if the 

claim provided for under subparagraph two (2) of section 

11-Z024 shall be co•pleted and filed, the claimant shall be 

entitled thereafter to participate in the volunteer 

firemen's pension plan as provided in this acto and to 

receive payments thereunder computed each year in the 

following .anner. Whenever at the close of business on the 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be a balance in the 

volunteer fireman•s co•pensation eeraarked--rewefttte account 

in the eerae~~--rewenue- ~ fund in excess of one 

•illion dollars (S1,000,000) then the industrial accident 

board shall set aside and pay over to the public employees• 

reti·re•ent system, the smaller of such a•ount in excess of 

one million dollars (S1oOOO,OOO)o or an a•ount equal to 

ninety-five percent (95%) of the increase of said account 

balance over the account balance at the end of the preceding 

fiscal year, for the payment by said oublic employees• 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants durrng 

the im.adiately succeeding fiscal year. The a-aunt to be 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be determined by 

dividing said amount set aside by the number of claimants 

qualifying to participate in such pension plan at the 

b~ginning of such succeeding fiscal year. If such amount set 
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aside shall be sufficient to pay each such qualified 

clai•ant at ieast twenty dollars {S20) per month throughout 

such succeeding fiscal year, then such pension shall be paid 

monthly, on or before the last day of each month of such 

succeeding fiscal year; but if said aaount set aside shall 

not be sufficient to pay each qualified clai•ant at least 

twenty dollars (S20) per •ontho then each qualified 

claimant's full pension for that year shall be paid to him 

in one lu.p payment on or before the fifteenth day of 

December of such year; provided, however, that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qualified 

claimant shall not exceed the sum of fifty dollars (S50) per 

montho and the a•ount to be set aside hereunder from the 

volunteer fireman•s compensation earaarked--r~~ account 

in the ear.ar~~~ ~ fund at the beginning of any 

f i seal year for the funding of such pensions shall not in 

any event exceed the amount necessary to pay such maximum of 

fifty dollars {S50) per ~onth to each claimant qualified as 

of the beginning of such fiscal year. For the purpose of 

computation and payment of benefits under this act, if 

children of any volunteer fireman shall become eligible for 

benefits hereunder, then all children of such volunteer 

fireman shall be treated collectively as one {1) claimant. 

The fiscal year for the purpose of this act shall begin on 

the first day of July of each year and end on the last day 
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of June of each year.• 

Section 2. Section ll-2025t R.C.M. 1947• 

read as follows: 

u: 1316/01 

is amend-e-d to 

•tt-2025. Payment of claim beneficiaries of 

decedent. lo Upon receipt of a claim under subparagraphs one 

(l}t two (2)t three (3] and four (4t• or any thereof, of 

section 11-2022, by the industrial accident board, if the 

same is found to be in compliance with the provisions of 

subsection one (1) of section ll-Z024o the board .ust order 

the allowance thereof, and pay the same by warrants drawn 

upon the volunteer firemen's fund to the order of the 

attending physician or surgeon, attending nurse, and 

hospital. 

2. All payments under the volunteer firemen's pension 

plan shall be approved by the public employees• retirement 

system and paid by warrants drawn upon the eer~ked-rewenue 

~ fund, payable to the order of the individual 

qualified volunteer fireman; provided, however, that in the 

event of the death of any volunteer fireaan who has not 

reached the age of fifty-five (55} years but who has 

otherwise qualified for full participation hereunder, or in 

the event of the death after February L1, 1971, of any 

volunteer fireman who has not reached the age of fifty-five 

(55) years but who has otherwise qualified for partial 

participation hereunder, or in the event of the death of any 
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for full 

payments 

(SZoOOOh 

or in the event of the death of any such volunteer fireman 

after February 21, 1971 and after he has qualified for 

partial participation hereunder but before he has received 

payments hereunder totaling a proportion of two thousand 

dollars ($2,000} determined under the formula set forth in 

section ll-Z023(2)"(AJ(ll); and if such deceased volunteer 

fireman shall have left a surviving spouse, then such full 

or partial participation pension shall be paid or continue 

to be paid to the surviving spouse by a warrant or warrants 

drawn upon the ee~er~e.enae ~ fund and payable to 

the order of the surviving spouseo until such spouse•s death 

or remarriage; or if said deceased volunteer fire•an shall 

have left no surviving spouse but shall have left a child or 

children under the age of eighteen (18) years, then such 

full or partial participation pension shall be paid or 

continue to be paid to the guardian or other person having 

custody of the said child or children. until the youngest 

child shall reach the age of eighteen (18) years. Provided, 

further, that in the event of such payments after the death 

of a volunteer fireman, to or for a surviving spouse or 

children, then such pension shall terminate, and no further 

payments shall be made hereunder. in the case of a full 

-6-
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participation pension when a total of two thousand dollars 

(S2tOOOJ shall have been paid upon such pension, incluaing 

any payments made to the volunteer fireman before his death• 

or in the 

total of a 

detenoi ned 

case of a partial participation pension, when a 

proportion of two thousand 

under the forllllll a set 

dollars 

forth in 

cs2,ooo} 

section 

ll-2023(2)(A) (II) shall have been paid upon such pension, 

including any payments .ade to the volunteer fireman before 

his death. If such deceased volunteer fireman shall leave 

10 neither surviving spouse nor child under the age of eighteen 

11 (18) years, then his pension shall terminate at the end of 

12 the month prior to the month in which his death occurs.• 

13 Section 3. Section 11-2028, R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 •11-2028. Earnings to be part of moneys. All earnings 

16 made by moneys eermarkeft-by ~~~~ section 11-2030 

17 by reason of interest paid for the deposit thereof, or 

18 otherwise, shall be credited to and become a part of such 

19 moneys ... 

20 Section 4. Section 11-2030, R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

21 read as follows: 

22 •11-2030. Fire insurance premium tax to be paid into 

23 fund. The state auditor and ex officio co .. issioner of 

24 insurance of the state of Montana shall annually deposit in 

25 the e~~d--revenHe ag~~ fund, such sum as shall be 
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equivalent to five per cent (5~) of premium taxes collected 

from insurers authorized to effect insurance against risks 

enumerated in section 11-1919t as shall reaain after the 

amounts provided for by section 11-1919 shall have been 

first deducted. Such aoneys shall ~used for the payment of 

claims and administrative costs as provid~d in sections 

11-2025 and 11-2026.• 

-End-
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BILL NO. J1? 

INTRODUCED BY ~-------------

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AOMINISTRATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ftAN ACT CREATING AN AGENCY FUND 

FROM WHICH TO HAKE PENSION PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF 

VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES OF UNINCORPORATED AREAS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 11-2022o 11-2025o 11-2028o AND 11-2030o R.C.M. 

1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2022, R.c.M. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•11-2022. Disability• deatho insurance and pension 

benefits. 1. Every member of a fire company organized in an 

unincorporated area, town or village under the laws of this 

state, shall be entitled to receive compensation for 

disability incurred while in the performance of his duties 

as such fireman, when such disability necessitates the 

servicts of a physician or surgeon. while confined or 

nonconfinedo in the amount of his necessary and reasonable 

medical expenses resulting directly from such disability, 

and incurred within a period of not more than thirty-six 

(36) months from the date of the injury which caused such 

disability, not to exceed a total of twenty-five thousand 
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dollars (S25oOOO). 

2. Where an injury ·incurred in 1 i ne of such duty 

results in the loss by amputation of an arm. hand, leg or 

footo or the enucleation of an eye, or the loss of any of 

the natural teetho the board shall order them an artificial 

member or members be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

The expense of furnishing such members shall not exceed the 

sum of one thousand five hundred dollars (S1,500). The 

replace•ent of an artificial member so furnished shall be 

required every five (51 yearso if necessary. 

3. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fire•an 

covered under this act whose death occurs in line of duty, 

an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

expenses. or the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 

(S1o500)o whichever is lesso shall be allowed. 

4• To encourage and aid volunteer fire departments to 

maintain group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

injury incurred by members while in the performance of 

duties as volunteer firemeno the sum of seventy-five dollars 

(575) per year for each mobile unit of fire-fighting 

equipment, not exceeding two 12) such units in number for 

any such department, shall be paid to each volunteer fire 

department maintaining such insurance, or to the 

organization or agency maintaining such insurance for any 

such volunteer fire department. 

-2- 3138// 
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5. ln the case of every volunteer fireman who shall 

meet the qualification requirements set forth in 

subparagraph two (2) of section ll-2023t and then if the 

claim provided for under subparagraph two (2) of section 

11-2024 shall be completed and filed, the claimant shall be 

entitled thereafter to participate in the volunteer 

firemen's pension plan as provided in this act, and to 

receive payments thereunder computed each year in the 

following manner. Whenever at the close of business on the 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be a balance in the 

volunteer fireman's coapensation ea~arked--rewefttte account 

in the earmarked--re~e ~ fund in excess of one 

million dollars (SloOOOtOOO) then the industrial accident 

board shall set aside and pay over to the public employees• 

retirement system, the snaller of such amount in excess of 

one million dollars (SltOOOtOOO)t or an amount equal to 

ninety-five percent (95%) of the increase of said account 

balance over the account oalance at the end of the preceding 

f i seal yearo for the payment by said oublic employees• 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants during 

the im~diately succeeding fiscal year. The amount to be 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be determined by 

dividing said amount set aside by the number of claimants 

qualifying to participate in such pension plan at the 

b~ginning of such 5ucceeding fiscal yea~. If such amount set 
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aside shall be sufficient to pay each such qualified 

claimant at least twenty dollars ($20) per month throughout 

such succeeding fiscal year, then such pension shall be paid 

monthly• on or before the last day of each month of such 

succeeding fiscal year; but if said amount set aside shall 

not be sufficient to pay each qualified c}aimant at least 

twenty dollars ($20) per month• then each qualified 

claimant's full pension for that year shall be paid to him 

in one lump payment on or before the fifteenth day of 

December of such year; provided, however, that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qualified 

claimant shall not exceed the sum of fifty dollars (S50) per 

month, and the amount to be set aside hereunder from the 

volunteer fireman•s coMpensation earaarked--revenae account 

in the eer.erked-rewenae ~X fund at the beginning of any 

f i seal year for the funding of such pensions shall not in 

any event exceed the amount necessary to pay such maximum of 

fifty dollars ($50) per month to each claimant qualified as 

of the be]inning of such fiscal year. For the purpose of 

computation and payMent of benefits under this act, if 

children of any volunteer fireman shall become eligible for 

benefits hereunder• then all children of such volunteer 

fireman shall be treated collectively as one (1) claimant. 

The fiscal year for the purpose of this act shall begin on 

the first day of July of each year and end on the last day 
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of June of each year•" 

Section z. 

read as follows: 

Section 11-2025, R.c.M. 1947, i s amended to 

"11-2025. Payment of claim beneficiaries of 

decedent. 1. Upon receipt of a claim under subparagraphs one 

Ill• two (2), three (3) and four 14)• or any thereof, of 

section ll-2022• by the industrial accident board, if the 

same is found to be in coapliance with the provisions of 

subsection one (1) of section ll-Z024• the board must order 

the allowance thereof. and pay the same by warrants drawn 

upon the volunteer firemen•s fund to the order of the 

attending physician or surgeon, attending nurse, and 

hospital. 

2. All payments under the volunteer firemen's pension 

plan shall be approved by the public employees• retirement 

system and paid by warrants drawn upon the ~rmftrked-rewe~ 

g~ fund, payable to the order of the individual 

qualified volunteer fireman; provided, however, that in the 

event of the death of any volunteer fireman who has not 

reached the age of fifty-five (55} years but who has 

otherwise qualified for full participation hereunder, or in 

the event of the death after February 21, 1971• of any 

volunteer fireman who has not reached the age of fifty-five 

(55) years but who has otherwise qualified for partial 

participation hereunder, or in the event of the death of any 
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for full 

pay•ents 

(S2o000)9 

or in the event of the death of any such volunteer fireman 

after February 21, 1971 and after he has qualified for 

partial participation hereunder but before he has received 

payments hereunder totaling a proportion of two thousand 

dollars (S2,000) determined under the formula set forth in 

section ll-Z023(2)(A)(II)i and if such deceased volunteer 

fireman shall have left a surviving spouse, then such full 

or partial participation pension shall be paid or continue 

to be paid to the surviving spouse by a warrant or warrants 

drawn upon the eer.erke6-reYenue ~ fund and payable to 

the order of the surviving spouse, until such spouse's death 

or remarriage; or if said deceased volunteer fire•an shall 

have left no surviving spouse but shall have left a child or 

children under the age of eighteen (18) yearso then such 

full or partial participation pension shall be paid or 

continue to be paid to the guardian or other person having 

custody of the said child or children, until the youngest 

child shall reach the age of eighteen (18) years. Provided, 

further, that in the event of such payments after the death 

of a volunteer fireman, to or for a surviving spouse or 

children. then such pension shall terminate, and no further 

payments shall be made hereunder, in the case of a full 
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participation pension when a total of two thousand dollars 

(S2,00u) shall have been paid upon such pension, incluaing 

any payments made to the volunteer fireman before his d2ath, 

or in the 

total of a 

determined 

case of a partial participation pension, when a 

proportion of two thousand dollars ($2,000) 

under the formula set forth in section 

11-Z023{2)(A){II) shall have been paid upon such pension, 

including any payments made to the volunteer fireman before 

9 his death. If such deceased volunteer fireman shall leave 

10 neither surviving spouse nor child under the age of eighteen 

11 (18) years, then his pension shall terminate at the end of 

12 the month prior to the month in which his death occurs.• 

l3 Section 3. Section 1l-20Z8t R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 •t1-Z028o Earnings to be part of moneys. All earnings 

16 made by moneys ee~m~ked-by L~ei~~~ section 11-2030 

17 by reason of interest paid for the deposit thereof, or 

18 otherwise, shall be credited to and become a part of such 

1'9 moneys." 

20 Section 4. Section 11-2030, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

21 read as follows: 

22 "1r-Z030o Fire insurance premium tax to be paid into 

23 fund. The state auditor and ex officio commissioner of 

24 insurance of the state of Montana shall annually deposit in 

25 the e&~~ed--reve"ue ~~ fund, such sum as shall be 
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equivalent to five per cent (5%) of premium taxes collected 

from insurers authorized to effect insurance against risks 

enumerated in section 11-1919• as shall remain after the 

amounts provided for by section 11-1919 shall have been 

first deducted. Such moneys shall b~ used for the payment of 

claims and administrative costs as provided in sections 

11-2025 and 11-2026.• 

-End-
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SE~ATE Sill NO. 377 

INTRODUCED BY DEVI~~ 

tlY ~EQUEST OF THE DEPA~T~ENT Of AOHINlST~ATIUN 

A Bill FO~ AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT CREATING AN AGENCY FUND 

F~DM ~HILH TO MAKE PENSION PAYMENTS TO ElJGiSlE ~EMBERS OF 

VOlU~TtEk FIRE COMPANIES OF UNINCORPORATED AREAS; AMENDING 

SECJIJNS 11-Z022o 11-2025, ll-2028o AND 11-2030, R.C.M. 

19~1.• 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAHA: 

Section 1. Section 11-2022, R.c.M. 19~1. is a~nded to 

read as follo~s= 

•11-2022. Disability, death, insurance and pension 

benefits. 1. Every me~ber of a fire co~pany organized in an 

unincorporated area, town or village under the laws of this 

state, shall be entitled to receive co~pensation for 

disability incurred ~hile in the performance of his duties 

as such fire•ano when such disability necessitates the 

services of a physician or surgeon, while confined or 

nonconfinedo in the aeount of his necessary and reasonable 

medical expenses resulting directly from such disability. 

and incurred within a period of not more than thirty-six 

(361 months fro• the date of the injury which caused such 

disability, not to exceed a total of twenty-tiv~ thousand 
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dollars CS2~oOOO). 

2. where an injury incu~red in line of such duty 

results in the loss by ~mput3tion of an arm, hando Jeq or 

foot, or the enucleation of an eye, or the loss of any of 

th~ natural teetho the hoard shall order them an artificial 

Memoer or •embers be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

Tne expense of furnishing such ~abers shall not exceed the 

sum of one thousand five hundred dollars (Sl 9 500). The 

replaceeent of an artificial .eMber so furnished shall be 

required every five (5) yearso if necessary. 

3. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fire•an 

covered under this act ~hose death occurs in line of duty• 

an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

expenses, or the su• of one thousand five hundred dollars 

(SloSOO)o whichever is lesso shall be all~ed. 

~. To encourage and aid volunteer fire depart•ents to 

aaintain group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

injury incurred by me•bers ~hile in the oerformance of 

duties as volunteer firemen, the su• of seventy-five dollars 

(175) per year for each mobile unit of fire-fighting 

equip~ento not exceedinq two (2) such units in number for 

any such depart~nto shall be paid to each volunteer fire 

department 111aintaininq such insurance, or to the 

organization or agency eaintaining such insurance for any 

such volunteer tire department. 

-2- Sti 311 
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s. In the case of every volunteer tireaan who snail 

meet the qualitication requirements set forth in 

subparagraph two (2) of section ll-2023, ana then if the 

clai~ provided for under subparagraph two (l) of section 

ll-20l't shall be coepleted and filedo the claimant shall be 

entitled thereafter to participate in the volunteer 

fire•en•s pension plan as pro~ided in this acto and to 

receive payments thereunder coeputed each year in the 

following aanner. Whenever at the close of business on the 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be a balance in the 

volunteer fire•an•s coapensation eer..rked--~enwe account 

in t~e emr•erked -revenue ~ fund in excess of one 

mill i~n dollars (lloOOOoOOO) then the industrial accident 

board shall set aside and pay over to the public employees• 

retirement system, the s•aller of such amount in excess of 

one •illion dollars (SloOOOoOOO)o or an aeount equal to 

ninety-five percent (9Sl) of the increase of said account 

balance over the account balance at the end of the preceding 

fiscal year, for the payment by said public e•ployees• 

retirement systea of pensions to qualified claimants during 

the imDediately succeeding fiscal year. The amount to be 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be determined by 

dividing said amount set aside by the nu~ber of claimants 

qualifying to participate in such pension plan at the 

beginning of such succeeding fiscal year. If such aMount set 

-j- SB 377 

l 

3 

't 

5 

& 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

1& 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

2l 

23 

lit 

25 

5B 0371/02 

aside shall be sufficient to pay each such qualified 

claimant at least twenty dollars l$20) per eonth throughout 

such succeedinq fiscal year, then such pension shall be paid 

monthly, on or before the last day of each month of such 

succeeding fiscal year; but if said amount set aside shall 

not ,>e sufficient to pay each qualified cldimant at least 

twenty dollars IS20) per montht then each Qual it ied 

claimant's full pension for that year shall be ~aid to him 

in one luap payment on or before the fifteenth day of 

DecemDer of such year; providedt however, that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qualified 

clai•ant shall not exceed the sum of fifty dollars ($50) per 

m?ntho and the amount to be set aside hereunder from the 

volunteer fireman's compensation ~ked--re.eftUe account 

in the eeraer~-re~ ~ fund at the beginning of any 

fiscal year for the fundinq of such pensions shall not in 

any event exceed the amount necessary to pay such maximum of 

fifty dollars 1$50) per month to each claimant qualified as 

of tne beginning of such fiscal year. For the purpose of 

coaputation and payment of benefits under this acto if 

children of any volunteer fireman shall become eligible for 

benefits hereunder, then all children of such volunteer 

fireman shall be treated collectively as one (l) claimant. 

The fiscal year for the ~urpose of this act shall begin on 

the first day of July of each year and end on the last day 
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of June of each year.• 

Section £. Section 11-2025, R.C.M. 1947o is a~nded to 

read as f o 11 ows • 

"ll-20£5. Pay~nt of clai• beneficiaries of 

decedent. 1. Upon receipt of a claim under subparaqranhs one 

(l)• two (2)• three (3) and four (41• or any thereof, of 

section 11-2022, by the industrial accident boardo if the 

sa•e is found to be in co~liance with the provisions of 

subsection one (ll of section 11-2024, the board .ust order 

the allowance thereofo and pay the sa•e by ~arrants dra~n 

upon the volunteer fire•en•s fund to the order of the 

attendinq physician or surgeon, attending nurseo and 

hospital. 

Lo All payments under the volunteer fire•en•s pension 

plan shall be approved by the public employees• retirement 

syste• and paid by warrants drawn upon the ee~d-re.eftHe 

~X fund, payable to the order of the Individual 

qual itied volunteer fireman; provided, however, that in the 

event of the death of any volunteer fireman who has not 

reach~a the aqe of fifty-five ~~~~ years but who has 

otherwise qualified for full participation hereunder, or in 

tne event ot the d~atn after Febr~ary Z7o 1'17lo of any 

volunl~er fireman who h3S not reacned the a~e ot fifty-five 

(55) years but ~ho nas otherwise qu~lified for oartial 

partJcipation t1ereundero or in the event of th~ de~tn ot any 
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such volunteer fire .. an after qualifyinq tor- full 

parti=ioation hereund<>r but before receivinq payments 

hereunder total inq at least two thousand dollars ($2,000) 0 

or i:t the event of the death of any such volunt .. er fire~Ran 

after ~ebruary 21, 1911 and after he has qualified for 

partial participation hereunder but before he has received 

pay.ents hereunder totaling a proportion of two thousand 

dollars (SZ,OOO) deterained under the foreula set forth in 

section 11-2023(2)(4)(11); and if such deceased volunteer 

firea3n shall have left a surviving spouse, then such full 

or partial participation pension shall be paid or continue 

to be paid to the survivinq spouse by a warrant or ~ar-rants 

drawn upon the ~•~ked-~~e ~ fund and payable to 

the order of the surviving spouse, until such spouse•s death 

or remarriaqe; or if said deceased volunteer fire•an shall 

have left no survivlnq spouse but shall have left a child or 

children under the age of eighteen (IS) year-so then such 

full or partial participation pension shall be paid or 

c?ntinue to b•~~ paid to the ou,.rdian or other person havinn 

custody of the said child or children, until the younoest 

cnild ~nail reach the aoe of eiqhteen (18) years. Provided. 

turth~r• that in tne PVent ot such payments aftPr the death 

ot a volunteer fireman, to or tor a survivinq spouse or 

cnildren, th~n such pension ~hall t<>rminate, and no turther 

payment~ shall he ~ade her~under, .n thP <d~e of a full 
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participation pension when a total of two thousand dollars 

(S2t0?U] shall have been paid upon such pension, includinq 

any pay.ents ~ade to the volunteer fireman ~efore his death. 

or in the case of d ~artial participation pension, when a 

total or a proportion of two thousand dollars [S2o000) 

deter'D i n,p :1 under the formula set forth in section 

11-20£3(21!~)(11) shall have been paid upon such pension, 

incluJinq any payments made tc the volunteer fire~an before 

his death. If such deceased volunteer fire•an shall leave 

10 neither surviving spouse nor child under the aqe of eighteen 

11 (18) years, then his pension shall terminate at the end of 

12 the aonth prior to the month In which his death occurs.• 

i 3 ~ection J. Section 11-2026, K.(.~. 1~47o is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

IS •11-2028. Earnings to be part of .aneys. All earnings 

16 made by •oneys eftr~ked-hy Lecejyed under section 11-2030 

11 by reason of interest ~aid for the deposit thereof, or 

18 otherwise, shall be credited to and become a part of such 

19 moneys.• 

20 Section 4. Section 11-2030, R.c.M. l947o is amended to 

21 read as follows: 

22 

23 fund. 

•11-2030. fire insurance preMium tax to be -paid into 

fhe state auditor and ex officio com~issioner of 

24 insurance of the state of Montana shall annually deposit in 

z; the ~~~kee--~e.~~e ~ fund, such su~ ~s shall be 
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equivalent to tive per cent (5~) of premiu~ taxes collected 

fro~ insurers authorized to effect insurance aqainst risks 

enu~erated in section ll-1919t as shall re~ain after the 

amounts ~rovided for by section 11-1919 shall nave been 

first deducted. Such moneys snail be used for the payment of 

claims and ad~inistrative costs as provided in s~ctions 

11-lU£5 and 11-2026.• 

-End-
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