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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONERS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 70-101 AND 82A-1702o R.C.M. 1947; REPEALING SECTION 

70-101•1• R.C.H. 1947; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-101, R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follo,.s: 

•7o-101. Creation of public service coamission. LLl A 

There js a public service comaisslon +~--~~eby--~~edo 

whose duty it ~e+~--&e ~ to supervise and regulate the 

operations of the public utilities ~~ter--n~. ~~h 

~ supervision and regulation to be in conformity with this 

.. ~ ~iU:· 

1Zl The commission shall consist of ~.e-t5t thLe~ 

members who shall be qualified electors o~-the-~st~+~-~rom 

wh+e" they ore eleeted wTeh-e..eh-~eh-.eeb~-~~ed-~~m--e 

~~~ete---~~t~?et of the state. •t--the--ne•t--9ene~e~ 

e+ee~en.-the~e-~he++-be-~eeted-~+•e-t5t-eomm+~~one¥~--~~ 

~e+d---e~+~~+on---e•eept---~--ftePe+ne~te¥--preY+ded.--Any 

eemm+~~+one¥-wh~e-tePm-fte~-not--exp+red--Oft--the--~~eet+Ye 
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dete--e~--th+~-eet-~h&++-eent+ftde-+n-~+ee-unt++-the-end-e~ 

h~-tePm.-8+-the-eo.-+~~+one~-~eeted-et-the-~+r~-~+en 

unde~~t.-tft~ee-t3t-~nn~+-~r•e-+or-e-term-~-t...--t~t 

year~.--end--two--t~t-~O¥-e-ter.-~-~o~~t-yee¥~•-•t-the+r 

~+P~t-meet+n9-the-e...-+~~+~~s-~he++~eeter-*fte-by-+ot-wh*eh 

o~-them-~hsr+-~rYe-the-t~ws--+e~s--tnnn--~~--t4t--ye~~ 

EYOry--te~~-t~e¥ee~~er--~ha++--be--~or-e-p~+&d-~-+~-~ 

year~~-+n~-ff.,.....the-..-J>+....t+en-~-ttte-f+rn-tefih"-!.e+d 

e<>-i !U i'<>lfe"'!l :•lien: l!il eet·elf •i U iql:l&l'~ fr-<>t-the t'i•e and--+n 

the-'--1'111ter--pretrif:lt!d--lty-. le• f.<>r tfther-~ete-e+H~.....t 

the+..-Meet+on. 

Cli 14embe(s Of the ·publjs; servie§ coMisSjoo ace 

appointed bx the governor wjtH the advjCe of the senate. The 

governor ~~ignate the teras of the first two members 

apDQinted so that the term of one .ember cg••ences on the 

first Monday ~~~T9t and Contjn~for a tecm_Qf_Z 

xea£5 and the term of the other 8gaber commences on the 

first MOnday g£_Jgn~l979t and Continues LD~rm of 4 

yeats. The third member 'shall be appointed py thg ~oyernQL 

~Q wjll hold_QfLice in 19Bll for a t9r~ commencjng on the 

first Monday of January. l9Blr and the term cOntioyes fQr__a 

perjod of 4 ~ars. Thereafter. each me~~ojntod s>ryes 

foe a ·tgrm df 4 years commencjng on the fi~t Monday _of 

4anuary of the year in which the member l~pointed. 
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lltl Aft __ er t.tw 
creat ef{ftctj ed by th ye date - e death - of th" ... . ..... - " . , ,................ _ .... ,. 
, ... ,.,, ..•. . ..... , ,, 
_ '"" to ,.. ,.,..; ot 
,, •. ,...... .. .. b .,......- .. ... ' '" 

--' the a . . -- senate• 
ti>< ... OotMcO " If , .. hn 

~ •s i . ___ ate 

wben theubJect tO the 
cgnsent of 

t.o fjlJ a vacancy 1 -AD s for th e une•gired .a: - ~gr.w-'lf 

C:QIFIIjssjpn e frgm 

persgn 

for the 

of the person --JU.i~~· 

agpojated and vnt.i] ~t·ba -per5on•s suc-cessor js appointed and 

guallfjede Eaeh--of--~-ee.ee~s-of-~e~oe~d-so-e+eetee 

!!l .. etl !!l<!rOI'e ltftt:il "'iS .IIC<!<!!!ISO~~d-end-.ffi-f'-i-etto..-­

e~tt--.fte++--be--~et:ed-!t-y--t:+le--e ......... ~i-Oft--f'1"0!11-~ 

aeeber~fti-~~~-~fte-+i-rst-.eet:i-ng-of'-~eh-yeer-~~er-o-,~ro+ 

e+ee~-o--

*"Y-weeeney-oeett~+n-t:he-boord-~fte++-be--f'i-+~--t>y 

21 ~o...,.,~M---Ity--'the-~CWT-end~aen-~nne she t 1 fttrid 

2;2 offief!' ltft~--~-n-t: ~enertri--+eet·i·cuty--..,d--ttnri+--fti-s 

23 ~lteee&~-i-s-e+~ed-ond-qwe++++edw-At:-t:he-Di-enni-e+-e+eeti-on 

24 f'o++o~-the-oee~tr~nee-of-eny-weeoney- ... n-t..,e-boardy-~here 

25 she++-be-e+eeted-one-t~-.e•ber-t:o-f+++--oat--the--ttn~+red 
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t:er•-for-wh .... K-Stteh-weeoney-e~+sts." 

Section 2. Section 82A-1702o R.C.Ke 1947, is am2nded 

to read as follows: 

"82A-1702. Public service co~ission continued 

composition. (1} The public service coaaission, created in 

Title 70• chapter 1• Rw--t.-Mw-+9~~T and its functions are 

continued. 

(2) The composition. ~thod of selection. and ter~s of 

office of me~bers of the coamission ~eme+n-~ ALe prescribed 

i n Sf!et+on--'l~ nt::.lJl.l T--lb-c .. -M.-t-9+'1. Metllbe~-~1:M 

tooe~d-of'-ro+~roed-e~~tSi-o~.,..--ofi'+e+o--l'ttb~--serw+ee 

e-+~+on--bef!!tre- t:he eff'eet:i we dote--of--tfti-s--etoopter 

eo"t:+-e-es-eetllber,-of'-t:fte-Jtttt>+ff~...-v+ee~+~s+oti-f'or-t:+le 

r.,.o+Mer-ei'-the-fr-t:ertST" 

Section 3. Repealer. Section 70-101.1• R.C.K. 1947• is 

repealed. 

Section 4. Effective date. This act is effectiv" on 

its passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 348- 77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-1 5"WWIJJii 

In compliance with a written request re.;aived. February 3 19 ..1.1__ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill 370 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly, 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to provide for the appointment of Public Service Commissioners and reduce from five (5) to three (3) the number 
of Commissioners. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Two (2) of the Commissioner's terms will expire January 1, 1979 and three (3) of the Commissioner's terms will expire 
January 1, 1981. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures under current law 
Expenditures under proposed law 

Decrease in expenditures due to proposed legislation 

FY 78 

$109,000 
109,000 

$ 0 

FY 79 

$109,000 
86,960 

$ 22,040 

-~~-~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR - 0 Q , 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: _..,.;z"--_.y_ • ...c..7_.7~----
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4 A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

5 APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONERS; AMENDING 

b SECTIONS 70-101 AND BZA-1702, RoCoMo 1947; REPEAliNG SECTION 

1 70-101.1, R.C.M. 1947; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

8 DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

ll Section 1. Section 70-101, R.C.Ho 1947, is amended to 

12 read as follows: 

l3 "70-101. Creation of public service commission. ill A 

14 There j s a public service cOJ-ission .;., __ .,_,..,. __ et"_t.,d• 

15 whose duty it ""e++--b., ~ to supervise and regulate the 

16 operations of the public utilities n-..~e~t..~-n~, suen 

17 ~supervision and regulation to be in conformity with this 

13 eet ~ll· 

19 LZl The commission shall consist of ~+~~t ~Le~ 

20 members who shall be qualified electors e~-ene-d+str+et-~~ 

21 wh+f!~~r..-e+e~~-.,aen-,.ueh-meeber-e+eeted-~rom--e 

22 "eperete---~+,.trfet of the state. At--the--ne~t--~enere+ 

23 e~e~efty-there-,.he++-be-e~eete~-~+we-t5t-eemm+,.,.+Ofters--f~ 

24 ,.,..;.d---eomm+s,.+on---exef!pt---..,.--herefnefter--prow+df!d.--A~y 

25 eoM•+,.,.+oner-~e-ter.-hes-not--e~p+red--on--the--ef~eet~., 
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dete--ef--thfs-eet-,.he++-eont+nue-+n-e~~+ee-unt++-tne-~d-o~ 

hf,.-termw-ef-t~-eosmfssfoners-e+eeted-et-tne-~+rst-e+eetfen 

ander-th+s~etT-three-t3t-sne++-~rwe-+or-e-terM-o+-two--trt 

yeersT--end--twe--t~t-+or-e-term-o~-~oar-t+t-yeersw-At-the+r 

~+rst-meet+ng-tne-eo .. +ss+oners-,.he++-df!terM+fte-by-+ot-w.,+en 

o~-them-she++~we-the-terms--+ess--then--+&Hr--t~t-~ersw 

Ewery--tf!rm--ther..e~er--,.ne++-~e--~cr-e-per+od-~-+oar-~t 

yf!ers-e&Mmene+n~-+rca-thf!-~pfr8t+en-~-tne-++r~-tera.-5afe 

e-+~oners4ffte~e+f!eted • i 11 qttt!ll i f f -ot-t tie t i ae --end--i-n 

tt>e--lllft""er--pr~+~ed--by--+ew-i'cr-cfthf!r-ste-te-o+HeerST-eft<f 

she++-~eke-o~~ff!f!-cn-~ne-++~t-Meftday-~-~aery•~t~~ter 

~-+t--e+eetioi"'T 

C3l Members of the pybljc seryice commission~ 

appointed bv th~yernor ·with the adyjce of the senate. The 

appojnted so ~he term qf one member compences on the 

first Monday ~uary. 1979, and co~~fQ~Lm_gf-l 

~~~~~Lm of the other member cpmmenc~s on the 

first Mon~2{~~1979, and contjnye~LQL-~rm of 4 

years. Th¢ third member ·shall be appointed by the r;ov2rnpr 

~~ will holQ_Qff~_iu_1961l for a_tgrm commencin~ Qn the 

first Monday of Janua~1981r and the term continu~__g 

period of 4 ygars.__Ihereafter, each me~WHllrl1illl s 2rves 

for a term of~rs cQmmeocjn~ on the fiLSt Monday _Q£ 

_,/,m]til_ry of th~__jn whjch .tJle_~JL.allPOinted. 

-2- 8!33JIJ 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

lC 141:'>/01 

!41 After th~ effectjve date of thjs act. ~~ 

~r.~.<!!&ILQLU!~ll!l1.~~1mL-!ll.-Ll:.!!li2ll.ll-2LiL~-2f. 

the commjssjgn_ shall be filled by appojnt4ent by the 

~oyeroor suQj~ the consent ot_ttte_~nate. If t~~ 

~~pyrnedr _tbg apppjotmeot js ~bject to~~onsent of 

Xb~ senate ~~tn~~~_i~~_in sessjon. Ao 

appojntaent__tg__flll a vacancy js for the unexpired term_of. 

the mem~~L 

!51 The~ssjon shall select a chaiLman from ~ 

membership at the first eeetjng of each odd-numbered year. 

~ person serying as a ~ember of the co•~is~ 

upo~ the effective date of this act shall se(ye fpr the 

Lemajnder_ of the ~Lor whjch the person~~~-2L 

apogjnted and_yotil ·the persgn•s sycc~js appgjnt~and 

gualifjeda Eeeh--e+--~~-~afte~~-o+-~e+d-hoe~d-~o-e+~ted 

~hft++-~•e-u~++-h+s-~~~r-+s-e+eeted-und-q~e++++edw--~ 

ehe+r~en--sha++--be--~eeted--by--the--eowm+~+on--f~+t~ 

member~h+p-et-the-++~~t-~eet+~o+-eoeh-yeer-n+ter-e-~enero+ 

e+eet+onw 

20 *"T~Yeeeney-oee~rr+n~+n-the-boord-~he++-be--+++~--by 

21 eppo+ntment--hy--the-gOYernory-ond-~tteh-oppo+ntee-~he++-h&+d 

22 o+++ee-~nt++--the--next--9enero+--e+eet+ony--ond--~nt++--h+~ 

23 ~tteeee~or-~-e+eeted-nnd-qao++++edw-•t-the-b+enn+o+-e+eet+~ 

24 +o++o•Tn9--the-oeearrene~-o+-ony-•oeeney-+n-the-boerdy-there 

25 ~ho++-be-e+eeted-one-T~t-•e•ber-to-++++--oat--the--ttnexp+red 
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~~~m-~or-whf~"-~~e"-w8e~ey-ex~~~-· 

Sectio~ 2. Section 

to read as follows: 

82A-1702, R.L.H. 1947, is am~nded 

"82A-1702. Public service co.mission continued 

composition. (l) The public service commission, created in 

Title 10, chapter lo ~---E~-M·-T~~~Y and its functions are 

continued. 

(2) The composition, method of selection, and terms of 

office of members of the coamission ~e•e+n-e~ ~ prescribed 

in ~e~t+o~-~~-*e~ ~y--Rw-E•--M.-*9~~. MeMbe~~-o+-the 

boe~d-~~-ro++roed-eomm+~+one~~-ex--o+~+e+o--pab++e--~+ee 

eomm+~~+on---be+ore--the--~~+eet+Ye--dete--o+--th+~--ehopter 

~ont+nae-e~-meMber~-o+-the-~ttb++e-eer~e~-e~m+~~+on-+or-t~e 

rema+n~er-o+-tfte+r-te~w" 

Section 3. Repealer. Section 10-101.1, R.C.M. 1947, is 

repealed. 

Section 4. Effective date. This act is effectiv2 on 

its passage and approval. 

-End-
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A Bill FUR AN ACT tNTITl~U: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONERS; AMENDING 

S~CTIONS 70-101 AND BZA-1702, RoCoMo 1947; R~PEALING SECTION 

70-101.1• RoCoMo 1947; ANU PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DAH:.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-101• RoCoMo 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"70-101. Creation of public service commission. 111 A 

There js a public service commission +~--he~eby--e~eated, 

whose duty it ~he++--be Ls to supervise and regulate the 

operations of the public utilities ~ffte+ter--n~, ~tteh 

~ supervision and regulation to be in conformity with this 

eet ~IlL• 

LZl The commission shall consist of ++•~~t ~ce~ 

members who shall be qualified electors o+-the-d+~t~+et-+~ 

wh+eh~y-e~+eeted-w+th-eaeh-~eeh-meebe~-e+eeted-+~om--e 

~e~a~ete---d+~t~+et of th~ state. •t--the--ne~t--qene~e+ 

e+eet+eny-the~e-~he++-be-e+eeted-++ve-t5t-eomm+~~+one~~--+~ 

~e+d---eomm+~~+on---e~eept---~--he~e+ne+t~--p~ov+ded.--Ant 

eomm+~s+on~-whe~e-te~~e~-n~-e~p+~d--on--the--e+~eet~e 
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dote--o+--th+~-oet-she++-eont+nue-+n-o+++ee-ent++-the-end-o+ 

h+~-t~~mw-Bf-the-eomm+~~+ene~~-e+~ted-~-the-~+~~t-e+eet~n 

ende~-th+~-~ety-th~~-t~t-sho++-~e~ve-~o~-o-term-o+-two--trt 

yee~~.--eftd--t•o--t~t-+or-e-te~m-o+-rou~-t~t-yee~~--At-the~~ 

+?~~t-meet+ftg-the-eomm+~s+~ers-she++-determ+ne-by-+ot-wh+eh 

o+-them-~he++-~~ve-the-te~ms--+e~~-theft--foer--t~t--year~• 

€ve~y--te~m--the~ee~er--she++--be--+~-o-per+od-o+-+~-~t 

year5-e&maene+n~-~e.-the-e~p+~ftt+oft-o+-the-~+~~t-term.~B+d 

eolmlli:!!li'orjers :•hen elected Mill q~eH€7 et-the-1:+,.. -eftd--+ft 

the--$8nner--prov+~ed--by--+ew-~~-othe~-stote-of++ee~-~ 

she++-teke-o+++ee-oft-t~+~~t-Moftday-of-denua~yy-n~t~+te~ 

the+~-e+eet+en .. 

l3l -Members gt the gybl jc seryjce cg!lllllisSjoo are 

appojnt¢d bv the governor wjth the advice of the senate. The 

governor _sn~~~~he terms of the fjrst_~memb~rs 

appojnted so ~~ term of one member commences on the 

first Monday ~uary. 1979• and contin~fQ~cm_nt_z 

ttaL~~~un....__cl the othel:_l!f!~Jl!IIJllJmt.eS on the 

first Monday ~~~1979, and continues ~a term of 4 

years. The third member shall be apuointed "qy the -~llilL 

i~ will holg_Qffjce jn 1981) for a t~rm commencing on the 

fl!.ll2!2!l!@L2.f->lil.!:!.!!2rv• l9B lt Sind the term cQ.!liiw!~--'il 

period of i_xgars. Ther~terr each member auuQint~~~ 

for a term of~rs comme~_an the fiLSt- Monday _Qf 

J.<mYS~ry of th~_jn whjch the ~~112~1... 

-2- 8/33JJ 
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l4! After the effectjye date of this act. a Y2~nkX 

&~eated by th~h1~!12t..lilnL...II..I:J.~-2L.!Lmember of 

the commjssjon shall be filled bY appointment _hy__~ 

goye~nor subje&t to the &on~f the senate. If_t~~~ 

~ adjoyrned, t~ appojntgent js sybject to_the~onsent of 

the senate when th~ate js next jn sessjoo. _An 

aoggjotment tg fjll a vacancy js for the une&ULre~ teem of 

the member replaced. 

(51 The --c:gll!llissjgn shall select a chairman frgm jts 

m~hjp at the first .eeting of each odd=numbe~ed yea~. 

f6l A oersgn se(ving as a member of the copjssjon 

ypon th!;! ¢ffE!ct ryg date ·or t;hts ~ act shall ser'ye for the 

re•ainder pf the term for which the persgn~~cted or 

appojnt¢d and unti1 :the"person•s successor js agppinted aw1 

qualified• eeeh--ef--~~-me~e~-o~sa+d-board-so-e+~ted 

sft&++-~•e-~~~s-~sor-+s-e+~ted-Oftd-qae+i++ed•--~ 

ehe~rme~-sha++--be--se+eet~--by--the--eo~ss~~--+rom-Tts 

membersh+p·--at-tfte--f+rst-meet+n~-f-eaeh-year-efter-e-~errera+ 

e+eet+Oftw 

20 ~y-.eeaney-eeeurr+n~+n-the-boerd-she++-be--+++~-by 

?.1 eppo+ntmeftt--by--the-~nory-and-s~eh-oppo+ntee-shet+-ho+d 

Z?. o+++ee-unt++--the--ne~t--1enere+--eteet+eny--end--ant++--hTs 

Z3 s~eeesser-+s~e•eeted-oftd-~bet+++ee.-At-~he-e+enn+e+-e+eet+on 

?.4 -fe++ew+ng--the-oee~rrenee-e-f-any-Yoeeftey-+"-the-boardy-there 

25 ~ha+t-be-e+eeted-one-t~t-member-te-++t+--out--the--un~p+Ted 
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term-foT-wh+eh-s~eh-yeeaney-e~+sts-w" 

lection 2. Section 82A-1702., R.C •. "4-. 1947, is amanded 

to ~ead as follows: 

•azA-170?.. Public se~vice commission continued 

composition. (l) The public se~vice commission, c~eated 

Title 70 9 chapte~ lo R•--cT-H.-~~Y and its functions 

continued. 

in 

are 

(ZI The composition, method of selection, and terms of 

office of members of the commission Temo+ft-~ ~ p~escribed 

in seet+on--ir~ ~y--R.-tw--K.-+~~. Hetnbers-~the 

boerd-oT-ra++rooe-eomm+ss+e~.--o-f++e+o--pab++e--~+ee 

e~~~---be+ere--the--eT-fee~ve--dete--o+--~s--eh~ 

eent+~e-as-aeM&ers-o~he-pab++e-ser•+ee-eotntn+ss+en--for-the 

rema+nder-oT-the+r-~r.s.• 

Section 3. Repealer. Section 10-101.1, R.c.M. 1947• is 

~epealed. 

Section 4. Effective date. This act is eff2ctiv' on 

its passage and app~oval. 

-End-

-4-



HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 
March 25, 1977 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I MOVE TO AMEND Senate Bill No. 370, Third reading copy, 
as follows: 

1. Amend pages 2 and 3, section l, subsections 3 through 6, lines 
13 through 15 on page 2. 
Strike: subsections J through 6 in their entirety. 
Insert: "(3) The Commission shall select a chairman from its 
membership at the first me~ting of each odd-numbered year. 

(4) The term of office shall be 4 years beginning on the 
. first Monday of January of the year of appointment. 

2. Amend page 4. 
Following: line 14 
Insert: "Section 3. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as follows: 

, "Public service commissioners nominating committee. 
(1) There is a public service commissioners nominating 

committee which shall provide the Governor with a list of three 
candidates for nominee to fill any vacancy on the public service 
commission. 

(2) The committee consists of seven members as follows: 
(a) one member appointed by the Supreme Court; 
(b) one member appointed by the legislative consumer 

committee; 
(c) one member appointed by the Governor; 
(d) one member appointed by the majority leader in 

the House of Representatives; 
(e) one member appointed by the majority leader in 

the Senate 
(f) one member appointed by the minority Leader ln 

the House; and 
(g) one member appointed by the minority leader in 

the Senate. 
I 

(3) Members shall serve terms of 4 years. 
(4) In the event a vacancy occurs on the Committee, a 

replacement shall be selected for the remainder of the term by the 
appointing authority. 

(5) One member shall be selected as secretary of the 
Committee and shall keep a record of all proceedings of the Committee. 

(6) Four members constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. To submit a name to the Governor, there must be a 
concurrence of at least four members. 

(7) A member of the Committee; is not eligible for ~hornination 
as a public service commissioner during his term on the committee or 
for 1 year thereafter. 

(8) Members of the committee are not entitled to compensation 
for their services but are entitled to travel expenses in accordance 
with 59-538, 59-539, and 59-801." 



Page 2, Committee of the Whole, Senate Bill No. 370 

Section 4. 
as follows: 

There is a new R.C.M. section that reads 

The committee shall meet 
public service commission 
from the date of the 

"Selection of candidates. ( 1) 
immediately after a vacancy occurs on the 
and submit to the Governor within 30 days 
vacancy a,list of three persons. 

1 (2) Any qualified elector may apply to the committee 
for consideration. 

(3) The committee shall consider each applicant's 
education, experience, and training and select the names of the three 
most qualified applicants for each vacant position. 

(4) The Governor shall make one nomination from the three 
names submitted." 

Section 5. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as 
follows: 

"Confirmation by legislature. Each nomination shall be 
confirmed by the Senate and House of Representatives, but a nomination 
made while the legislature is not in session 'is effective as a confirmed 
appointment. Until the end of the next session, if the nomination 
is not confirmed, the office is vacant and another selection and 
nomination shall be made." 

Section 6. Election vote of confidence. 
"At the first general election, after confirmation the 

name of the public service commissioner shall be placed on the ballot 
to allow vot~rs of the state to approve or reject him." 

Section 7. Transition schedule. 
"(1) After the ~ffective date of this act, a vacancy on 

the public service commission shall be fulled in accordance with this 
act for the unexpired term of the member replaced. 

(2) A person serving as a member of the commission on the 
effective date of this ~ct shall serve for the remainder of this 
term and until his successor is nominated and confirmed. 

(3) The Governor shall designate the terms of the first 
two members appointed under this act to replace a member whose term 
has expired so that the term of one member commences on the first 
Monday of January, 1979, and continues for a term of 2 years and the 
term of the other member commences on the first Monday of January, 
1979, and continues for a term of 4 years. The third member shall 
be appointed by the Governor (who will hold office in 1981) for 
a term commencing on the first Monday of January, 198l,and the 
term continues for a period of 4 years. Thereafter, each member 
appointed serves for a term of 4 years commencing on the first 
Monday of January of the year in which the member is appointed." 
Renumber: subsequent sections. 

AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 


