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report.,.-tl'le-ss.,~-to-the-eOIHI+ss+oftT in which report shall ,be 

2 stated the time and place of accident, the names of persons 

j killed or injured, and in concise form the nature and =ause 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC 4 of such accident. The commission shall prescribe forms for 

5 SERVICE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ONLY MAJOR ACCIDENTS 5 the purpose of making such written reports. Reports--o+ 

6 INVOLVING PJBLIC UTILITIES AND TO DELETE THE RE)UIREHENT 6 eee+~ts-~s--re~e~ed-te-+n-th+s-~~+en-she++-be-+n~aded 

7 THAT THE COMMISSION REPORT SUCH ACCIDENTS TO THE GOVERNOR; 1 +n-ti'le-eo__.ss+onAs-en~-report-to-the-~ernorw• 

8 AMENDING SECTION 70-129t R.C.H. 1947.• -End-

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 70-129o R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

12 read as follows: 

13 •70-129. Investigation of accidents -- report as to 

14 accident. L1l The co.mission or some mesber thereof, or some 

15 person deputed by ito shall investigate and make inquiry 

16 into every accident occurring in the operation of any public 

17 utility in this state, resulting in deathy or injury to any 

18 person of such ~ravity as to require th~--ett~nt+eft--e+--e 

19 phys•e~eft--or-~d~~een l days or •ore pf hospitaljzatjon. The 

20 testimony taken at such hearing shall be transcribed and 

21 filed in the office of the co•mission. 

22 4li It is hereby Made the duty of every public utility 

23 operating within this state, promptly upon the occurrenc~ of 

24 any accident, su~h--es--+~--aent+ened--ebOY~y to report ~y 

25 te+egr~h ~accident wjtb!n 24 hours, followed by written 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO.·~· 52Z·77 __ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form HD-15 

In compliance with a written request received ... February 10 ·--- , 19 J.2_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ·-~-~enate_~ill..]~?-~- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to amend Section 70-129 which requires the Public Service COmmission to investigate and report accidents involving 
public utilities, to investigate only major accidents, and delete the requirement that the commission report such accidents to the 
Governor. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

None. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: .di!..~-=-22 ___ . ----
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

SENATE BILL NO. 367 

INTRODUCED BY DEVINE (BY REQUEST) 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ONLY HA40R ACCIDENTS 

lNVOL~lNG PUBLIC UTiliTIES AND TO DElETE THE REQUIREMENT 

THAT THE COMMISSION REPORT SUCH ACCIDENTS TO THE GOVERNOR; 

AMENDING SECTION 7D-1Z9o R.c.H.· 1947.• 
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Jal..S.• followed by written report.-~sa~e to ~ 

eemm+ss+c~ in which re~e~ shall be stated the ti~e and 

place of accident. the names of persons killed or injured, 

and in concise form the nature and cause of such accident. 

The co•mission shall prescribe forms for the purpose of 

making such written reports. ~e~~eeidents -as 

re+.wred to +l't-'th+s--s~--stoe++-~-+t.e-ltttle~-+n-t+Ml 

e~+ctt&s-1m!'tt~M~~ot-oto-t: l'te <IM er nor • • 

9 -End-

10 tlE IT E.'IIACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 7D-129o R.c.K. 1947• is amended to 

12 read as follows: 

1J •Jo-129. Investigation of accidents - report as to 

14 accident. Lll The co .. ission or some .amber thereof, or so~ 

15 person deputed by ito shall investigate and make inquiry 

16 into every accident occurring in the operation of any public 

17 utility in this state, rP.sulting in deathy or injury to any 

1!1 person of such gravity as to require ~-eeot..nH-<t'f-e 

19 ~l'tys+e+~n--er-s~n 3 days or more of hgspjtalizatjgn. The 

20 ot~+•ony-~eken-et-~-heer~~ REPQRT OF THE ACCIQfNl shall 

21 be ~t'~ser+bed-and filed in the office of the co~mission. 

22 L'l It is hereby wade the duty of every public utility 

23 operating within this state, ~roaptly upon the occurrence of 

24 any accident, ~aeh-es--+s--~~d-~• to reoort by 

.<'~ t1!!+~r~tt>Pt the accident within .i!~ Il:1f_!iEll._liil!~USINESS 

SECOND R E A D I N G -2- Sd 367 
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SENATE SILL NO. 367 

INTRODUCED BY DEVINE (BY REQUESTt 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ONLY MAJOR ACCIDENTS 

INVOLVING PUBLIC UTILITIES AND TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT 

THAT THE COMMISSION REPORT SUCH ACCIDENTS TO THE GOVERNOR; 

AMENDING SECTION 70-129, R.c.H. 1947.• 
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QAYS, followed by written reporty--tfte--saee-~~ 

eoe.+ss+OftT in which ~po~ shall be stated the ti.e and 

place of accident, the na•es of persons killed or injured, 

and in concise form the nature and cause of such accident. 

The co•mission shall prescribe for.s for the purpose of 

making such written reports. Reper~3 e~eident3 -as 

~e~erred-~-+~~ft+s--see~ion sh~-be- ineladed--+~ 

eom•+ss+on&,-annua+-rep~~~he ~owernorw• 

9 -End-

10 6E IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section lG-129o R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

1~ read as follows: 

13 •ro-129. Investigation of accidents -- report as to 

14 accident. Lll The co••ission or some .a•ber thereofo or sa.e 

15 person deputed by ito shall investigate and •ake inquiry 

16 into every accident occurring in the operation of any public 

17 utility in this stateo resulting in deathy or injury to any 

16 person of such gravity as to require ~-a~~on--~--e 

19 ~ys+e~n--or-s~ 3 days qr mpre pf hpspjtaljzatjpn. The 

20 ~~~+~ony-~oken-~-sueft-ft~ REPORT OF THE ACCIPENI shall 

21 be ~rsn3er+eed-ftftd filed in the office of the co~ission. 

2l tzl It is hereby wade the duty of every public utility 

23 o~erating within this state, oro~ptly u~on the occurrence of 

Z4 any accident, sHeh-~--~--eent+aned--abeveY to report by 

25 ~eh!JMll'tft the accident wjthjo %thottt:t IHf._NEXT TlW_JmSINESS 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
-2- ss 367 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 28, 1977 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 367 

1. Amend title, line 7. 
Following: "GOVERNOR;" 
Insert: "AND RELATING TO REPORTING OF ACCIDENTS BY PUBLIC UTILITIES;" 

2. Amend page 1, section 1, subsection (2), line 24. 
Following: "accident" 
Insert: "in the public utility's operation and resulting in death or 
injury to any person of such gravity as to require hospitalization" 

3. Amend page 2, section 1, subsection (2), line 4. 
Following: "accident." 
Insert: "For any other accident occuring in a public utility's operation 
and resulting in injury, a public utility shall submit a written report to 
the commission within the 20 days after the occurrence of the accident." 

AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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1 SENATE BILL NO. 367 

2 INTRODUCED BY DEVINE (BY REOUESTt 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ~CT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE PUBLIC 

5 SERVICE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ONLY MAJOR ACCIDENTS 

& INVOLVING PUBLIC UTILITIES ANO TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT 

1 THAT THE COMMISSION REPORT SUCH ACCIDENTS TO THE GOVERNOR; 

8 AND RElATING TO REPQRIING Of ACCIQENTS BY PUQLIC UTILITIES; 

9 AMENDING SECTION 70-129, R.C.M. 19~7.• 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 7D-129, R.c.M. 1947• is a•ended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •7D-129. Investigation of accidents -- report as to 

15 accident. Ll1 The commission or so•e member thereofo or some 

16 person deputed by ito shall investigate and make Inquiry 

17 into ~very accident occurring in the operation of any public 

18 utility in this state, resulting in deat~ or injury to any 

19 person of such gravity as 

20 ~~s+e+eft-er-~~ 3 days or more of hospjtalizatjoo. The 

21 ~es~+m~y-~&k~-~-~eh-hee~~ REPORT Of THE ACCIDENT shall 

22 be ~~ense~+be~ filed in the office of the commission. 

23 1Z1 It is hereby made the duty of every public utility 

24 operatino within this stateo pr~ptly upon the occurrence of 

25 any accident IN THE PUBLIC UTILlTY 0 S OPERATION AND RESULTING 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 

' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

' 

SB D367f03 

IN DEATH OR INJURY TO ANY pERSON Of SUCH GRAVITY AS TQ 

REQUIRE HOSPIIALIZATIONo ~ek--es--is Men~ioned--e~ to 

report by--~e+~eph the accident within ti=bout2 THE NEXT 

TWO BUSINESS pays, followed by written report~ sa•e te 

~e-ee~+ss+ony in which ~~ shall be stated the tiMe and 

place of accident, the names of persons killed or injured, 

and in concise form the nature and cause of such accident. 

fOB ANY OTHER ACCIDENT QCCUBRING 'IN A PUBLIC UTILIIy•S 

QPERATION AND RESULTING IN INJURY• A pu8&1C UTILITY SHALl 

SUBMIT A WRITTEN REPQRI TO THf CQMMISSIQN WIJHIN THE 20 DAYS 

AFTER THE QtCVRRENCE Of THE ACCIDENT. The co•mission shall 

prescribe for•s for the purpose of •aki.ng such '"itten 

reports. Reports of aeeideftts as referred te in this-seet+en 

sheH--be--ionehttled-+ft-+he-~s+en&s enn~eJ ~epe~t ~e ~he 

iJOY-ner.• 

-End-
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