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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TOo PROVIDE FOR A
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR LEGAL MALPRACTICE ACTIONS AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. Definitionse As wused in this acts the
following definitions apply?

{1} “Attorney"™ wmeans a person who is licensed to
practice Taw by the supreme court of the state of H;;tama.

{2} ™Paralegal assistant" means a person employed by
an attorney within the state of Montana who has successfully
completed a program of study in paralegal training and holds
himself out t0o be a paralegal.

(3) "Legal intern® means a person attending 3 ltaw
school accredited by the American bar association who s
employed by an attorney with the state of Montanae

Section 2. Actions for TJlegal malpracticee An action
against an attorneys a paralegal assistanty or a legal
intern based upon the person's alleged professional
nagligent act or for error or omission in the person‘s
practice must be commenced within 3 years after the

plaintiff discoversy or through the wuse of reasonable
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diligence should have . discovered the actsy .errors or
omissions whichever occurs lasts Dut in no case may the
action be commenced after 10 years from the date of the acte
errors Or Oomissione

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on
its passagé and approvala

—End—
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Approved by Committee
on Judiciary
SENATE BILL NO. 356

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGEs TOWEs ROBERTS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:  “AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR LEGAL MALPRACTICE ACTIONS AND
PABYEDENS—AN—EMMEDIATE-EFFEETIVE-OAFE T10 CLARIFY THE EFFECT
OF QUSABILITIES ON STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS: AMENDING SECTION
23-2703s RaleMa 1347."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section—is——Befinitionsy—As——used—im—this—acty——the
folltowing—definitions—applys

tHy——"Attorneyt-seons—-a—person—who—i+s—ticensed-—ro
practice traw-by-the-supreme—court—of-the-state-—of-MHontanns

t2y——=Parotegsi——sasistont " —wmeons-a—person—empioyed-by
an-attorney-within-the-state—of-Hontane-who—hes-successfuily
eompleted-a—program—-of—study—in—parategei—training—and-hoids
himself-out-to-be—a-poretegals

43F-——tegat—intern'-neans—a-—person——attending——a—taw
schoot——aceredited——by-—tne-—Americon—bar—aszociation—who—is
empltoyed-byan—sttorney—with—the—stete—ef—Nontanar

Section ls JYHERE IS A NCW ReCeMs SECTION HNUMSERED
83-2625 THAT READS AS FOLLOWS:E

23=-262%9s Actions for legal malpracticee« An action

against an attorney LICENSED 10 PRACTICE LAW IN MONTANAs UR
SECOND READING
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a paralegal assistanty or a legal intern EMPLOYED BY AN
ATTIQRNEYe based wupon the nperson's alleged professional
negligent act or for error or omission in the person's
practice must be commenced within 3 vyears after the
plaintiff discoverss or through the use of reasonable
diligence should have discovered the act, errory or
omissions whichever occurs lasts but in no case may the
action be commenced after 10 years from the date of the act,
errorsy Or omission.

SECTION 2o SECTION 93~2703¢ ReleMs 1947+ IS AMENDED IO
READ AS FOLLOWS:

“93-2703« Exception as to persons under disabilitiese
iIf a person entitled to bring an actiony mentioned in
sectiones-93-2681-t0-53-2609-or—sections—93—2643~+0~—93-2618y
Title 93 _chapter 26s bey 2t the time the cause of action
accrueds either:

lIe #Within the age of majority; ors

2« Insane; ors

3. Imprisoned on a criminal éhargey of in execution
under the sentence of a criminal court for a term less than
for life;
the time of such disability is not a part of the time
limited in sections 93-2401 to 93-2720 for commencing the
action; except that the time so limited cannot be extended

more than five years by any such disabilitys except infancy;
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ore in any caseey more than one year after the disability

ceases.™

Section—3n——Effective—dater—Fhis—aet——is——effective——on
+ts-passage—and-approvalte

—End-
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SENATE BILL NOe 356

INTRODUCED 3Y TURNAGEs TOWEs ROBERTS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:  *AN ACT TC PROVIDE FOR A
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR LEGAL MALPRACTICE ACTIONS AND
PHEYIOING—AN-EMMESTATE—EFFECTIVE-BATE 10 _CLARIFY THE _EFFECT
QE DISABILITIES ON STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS: AMENDING SECTION
23-2703s RalelMa 29477

BE IT EMACTED BY THt LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section—tv-—Befinitionss——Az—uased——ia—this——-ascty-—-the
foltowing—definitions—apphys

t1}-—BAttorney®-means——s-—person——who——is-—Hicensed-—to
prectice—taw—hy—the—sopreme—court—of-—the—state—of-MHontanas

t24--*Pareteqgait——assistanti-——means-a-person-empioyed-by
an—attorney-within-the—state—of-Montona-who-hoas—successfuity
completed—a-program—of-study—in—parategat-trainingand-hoids
himsetf-out-to—be—an-parategets

13 F-—“tegat-—internt-means——a-——person——attending-—a——tow
asehool——acecredited——by——tAe——American—bar—associ+ation—who—is
empltoyed-py—an—atterney—with-the—state-of-Montanes

Section les JIHERE IS A NEW ReleMe SECTION HNUMGERED
93-2625 THAT READS AS FOLLUMWS:

23-26254 Actions for legal malpracticee An  action

against an attorney LICENSED TD PRACTICE LAW IN MONTANAe WUR

THIRD READING
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a paralegal assistanty or a legal intern EMPLOYED BY AN
ATIORNEYs based upon the person's alleged professional
negligent act or for efror or omission in the person’'s
practice must be commenced within 3 vyears after the
plaintiff discoversy or through the use of reasonable
diligence should have discovered the act, errore or
omissions whichever occurs lasty but in no case may the
action be commenced after 10 years from the date of the acty
errors Or omissions

SECTION Zo SECYION 93-2703e Re{eM, 1957» IS AMENDED YO
READ AS FOLLOMWS:

*93-2703« Exception as to persons under disabilitiess
If a person entitled to bring an action, mentioned in
sectrona—93—2681-te-93—2689-or-sectiona-93-2613-to——93—2618y
Title 93, _chopter 26s bey at the time the cause of action
accrueds either:

la Within the age of majority; orse

2« Insane; orye

3. Imprisoned on a criminal charges or in execution
under the sentence of a criminal court for a term less than
for life;
the time of such disability is not a part of the time
limited in sections 93-2401 to 93-2720 for commencing the
action; except that the time so limited cannot be extended

more than five years by any such disabilitys except infancy;
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ors in any cases more than one year after the disability
ceasese."
Section—3s-—Effective—datevr—Fhis—act-—its--effective—on
+Es-passage—and-epprovels
—€nd-
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