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or more after the effective date of this act. 

Section 3. Effectove date. This act is effective on 

3 3 its passage and approval. 

4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE -End-

5 NONPARTISAN ElECTION Of CitY .JUDGES UNDER THE 

6 COMMISSION-MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND TO PROVIDE f~R A 

4-YEAR TERM FOR SUCH CITY JUDGES; PROVIDING FOR THE INITIAl 

B ElECTION; AMENDING SECTION 11-3271• R.C.Ho 1947; ANO 

9 PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 11-3271, R.C.M. 1947, i~ amended to 

~3 read a~ follow~: 

1'- •tt-3271. Po+~e Election and terM of cjty judge--

15 eppe~~.e~~d--pe~~. ~e--ee~~~~+en--~heT+-~eppo~~-e 

16 pe+~e--judge--.he--~he+l--he~e--~he-powe~-eftd-~hcrity-ftCw 

17 ee~red-by-e~~-+ew~-end-~ft«++-ho+d-~~-c~~+ee-e~-~he 

18 w+++--o+--~--e~~~+cnw In each municipality haying a 

19 ~o•mjssjoo=•aoager for• gf governments a~ judge shall be 

20 elected every 4 years jn _a--~~LQQ_ held in 

21 conJunction with the regularly scheduled mynjcjpal election. 

22 The city ludge shaJJ bald office for a term of 4 vears.• 

23 Section 2. Initial election. The first election of a 

24 city judge under thi~ act shall be held in conjunction with 

25 the next regularly scheduled municipal election held 30 days 
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1 or •ore after the effective date of thls act. 

2 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

3 3 its passage and approval. 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE -End-

5 NONPARTISAN EUCTIOH OF CITY JUDGES UNDER THE 

o COMMISSION-MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND TO PROVIDE FOR A 

1 4-YEAR TERM FOR SUCH CITY JUDGES; PROVIDING FOR THE INITIAL 

B ELECTION; AMENDING SECTION 11-3271• R.c.M. 1947; AND 

q PROVIDING AH IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

10 

11 BE IT ·ENACTED BY ~HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1o Section Il-3271, .R.c.M. 1947, is aaeoded to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •n-3211. Po++ee Election and ter• of cjty judge--

15 eppe+n~meftt-ene--pe~s. ~~e--ec .. Tsston--s~e++--eppotnt--e 

l o po~tee--jttdge--•M--s~-heve--~M!-pewe1"-!!ftd-ttttto+la1"~-ty'-ftCV 

17 een~pe~~tn~-+e..s-end-sha+~-~d-h+s-o~~~ee-et--~e 

18 wHr-o~--~--e~ssfon• ,ln e,;iclt I!UOjcipaJ it)' having a 

19 ~o••issionc•aoagec for• pf goyernaeot• a~ judge shall be 

20 eJected every 4 yeacs in a npnpartj~ election held in 

21 conlunct!on with the regylacly schedyled •ynicjpal election. 

22 The citt iudge shal J hold office for a term of 4 )lears.• 

23 Section 2. Initial election. The first election of a 

24 city judge under this act shall be held in conjunction with 

25 the next regularly scheduled aunicipal election held 30 days 
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S~NATE BILL NO. 349 

INT~ODUCED BY HUR~AY 

A BILL fUR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

;<DNPART I SAN ElECTIU!Ii '.JF CITY JUDGES Ui';Ock 

COriMISSIO!Ii-i"'ANAGER FORM OF GO\IcRNIIENT AND TO PRllVIOE 

THE 

FOR A 

4-YEAR TERM FOR SUCH CITY JUDGES; PROVIDING FOR THE INITIAL 

ElECTION; AMENDING SECTION il-3271• RoCoMo 1947; AND 

PROVI0ING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 11-3271• RoCoMo 1947t is a~ended to 

read as follows: 

"11-3271. ~+~ee Election and term of cjty judge -­

eppe+"t~~t-eft~--~we~. Tfte--eeem+~~eft--~e++--epp~ftt--e 

ee++ee--jud~e--whe--s~e++--~S¥e--t"e-~~-e~~"&r+ty-ftGw 

e~n~e~~e~-by-e~+~t~ne-+ew~-~d-~e++-~o+~-h~~-o~++ee-~--t~e 

ltl w~+--of--the--e~ss~en. In each munjcj~aljty having a 

1~ ~umaussjpn manager form of government. a cjty judge shall b~ 

lO ~~ every 4 years in a nonpartisan electjoo held jo 

21 ~~on with the re9ularly scheduled ~unjcjpal electjon. 

Ll I~Lt¥-judge shall nold~e for a term of 4 ye~" 

23 SECTION 2. QUALIFICATION OF A CITY JUDGE. A CITY JUDGE 

24 liL.~A.CH r!UNH IPALITY HAYING A COMMISSIO,i-MANA!,EB FORM Of 

25 ~U1~~MENI MUST; 
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LAi- HAVE THE S~ QUALIFICATION AS A JUDGE GF A 

~~~ COURT AS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE VII, SECTION 9o OF 

Itlf_l~l MONTANA CONSTITUTION• EXC~PI THAI &·CITY JUDGE NEED 

~NLl_ai ADMITTED TO THE PRACTICE OF LAW IN MONTANA FOR AI 

~£ASI 2 YEARS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF ELECTION; OR 

~~ HAVE GRADUATED FROM lAW SCHDOLo HOlD A LAW DEGREE 

~«P_tl!YE SERvED THE RESPECTivE MUNICIPALITY AS CITY JUDGE 

~I LEAST 2 YEARS IMMEQIATELY PRIOR TO HIS ELECTION, 

iLl A CITY JUPGE MUST BE A RESIQENT AND VOTER IN THE 

~ITY IN WHICH HE IS ELECTED AT THE TIME OF HIS ELECTION• 

Section 3. Initial election. The first election of a 

city judge under this act shall be held in conjunction with 

the next requ1arly scheduled municipal election held 3D days 

or more after the effective date of this act. 

Section 4o Effective date. This act is effective on 

its passaqe and approval. 

-End-

-2- Sf> 34'1 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 9, 1977 

Local Government Committee amendments to SENATE BILL NO. 349, 
third reading copy. 

1. Amend title, line a. 
Following: "ELECTION;" 
Insert: "PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATION OF A CITY JUDGEJ PROVIDING 
FOR FILLING A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF CITY JUDGE:" 

2. Amend page 1, section 2, lines 23 through line 10 on page 2. 
Following: "OF A CITY JUDGE." 
Strike: lines 23 on page 1 through line 10 on page 2 in their 
entirety. 
Insert: "The qualifications to hold the office of city judge shall 
be set by ordinance by the commission. The ordinance shall be 
consistent with any rules adopted by the Montana supreme court 
on city judge qualifications." 

3. Amend page 2. 
Following: line 14 
Insert: "Section 4. Vacancy in the office of city judge. 
If a vacancy occurs in the office of city judge, the commission 
shall appoint a qualified individual to serve for the remainder 
of the term. " 
Renumber: subsequent section 

As Amended 

Be Concurred In 
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SENATE 8ILL NO. 3~9 

INTRODUCED BY MURRAY 

A FILL PO~ ~~~ ACT ENTITLED: ftAH ACT TO PROVIDE FOP THE 

NONPAR TIS ~N ELECTIOll 01' CITY JUDGES UNDER THE 

CO~MIS~IOH-~ANAGER FOR~ OF GOVERR!EHT liD TO PROYIDP. FOR 

4-!FAn TEP~ FOF SUCH CITY JUDGP.S; PROVIriHG FOR THE INITIAL 

FL~CTION; f!Q!!Q!NG FOR OUlLIFICATIOII Of A £l!l__~~GEi 

f~l~INQ_!OF FILLING A VACANCY IN TRE_QFFICE OF CIT! JUDGE; 

Al'IENDING SECTION 11-3271, R,C, ~. 19!17; AIID PBOVlfiiiiG Alii 

IPII'I:O:DHTE EFFPCTIVE DATE." 

BR IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF !ONTlll: 

Section 1. Section 11-3271, R,C.II. 1947, is a•ended to 

read 1s follows: 

"11-3271. ~Election and ter• of cit! judge 

a'i'feiet•<>ll._ iHH\- peweFs. ~ke ee••issiea shall appeiat a 

ji>eH&<> i\laee 

~eFFea &y ewistia~ laws aes shall ~el~ his effiee at the 

rn__~ach •unicip~ity havi~__s 

£2~i§~~naq~r for~ of govern•~nt, a city judge shall be 

"1 t£~2L-~.L-!L 1e ar s _i1!_~-l!.2J!EA!ti§J!n e 1S£t i o .IL he .!.d--i..l! 

£Qnjunction with the req~larlx scheduled •unicipal election. 

ThLcib:_~~e sball hold o£fice for !-lli!_2f_!LJ£ll2.:." 

!/_FC'l'ION_b__QUlLUlm!QL2!_!_£li.LJ!ODG1;:, ~H'Y=-i!99SI! 
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SB 0349/03 

Tl --ACR 19HICIPlLiil ~~~A CQIIIS§I9N R~NACBR 1981 if 

69YiiH!BHi 195!; 

l~l H!~~ ~ _QYl~IFISAJiQH =!5 ·-~~CB==if l 

"'"'" :aou:*c;;l YY"'"':""' ~ X"J'[Tf'f;7'f• ••• e::a:w¥S :;:aoa.--;~~::;~ 

iH8 19~~9~691S!I!B!I9N, IICBPt !H!f A 6I!f iii§J=!~Ji 

~ il! l&II!!Bll TQ THB PRAS!16B 9F LAM lM I~! fii=!i 

k)lSi=i=fiiRS Pilil=!i=iii=BIII 9P_Jil§!l911 QR 

fBI RAJB 6R!991!!i=f!9B~~kx &gaR I LAI==iiilll 

Ali= YAJI SIR¥19 !HI_lJii~Cil!l BBIICIPiplll A&=£!11=£ii§l 

pgp I! LIAS! 2 liARS IBBIQIIIILI PBI9B 19 llS 19161181• 

ICI I §Ill ~JQGI li&l 81 A 11&1911! AIR !9111 II =IIi 

§Ill IP !HIGH BB IS iLI§IIB AI !HI fill 91 HI& IPJSJiiiE Ill 

QQ!!IP!CITIQIS TO BOLD %BI OfPICB~TI JDPGI SBl •• ~~ ~ 

~ OEPIBlNCE Bt 

~~~~I-!IIH lJ! ROLES ADOPTED _BY tHE BOITlll SUPBE!E 

COllRT Oil CITI JUD§L2Jlll!llill!£1L. 

section 3, Initial election. The first election of a 

city judge under tbis act shall be held in conjunction witb 

the next regularly scheduled •unicipal election held 30 days 

or •ore after tbe effective date of this act, 

SECTION II, VlC!.l!£1:_ Ill THE OPI'ICE QF CIT! JUDGE, I.L! 

VlCAIICY OCCUP.S IN THE OfFIC~ QP Cit! JUQQ!A-_lDI_~~~~~ 

SBlLI.__llEQ!U_l__QUALIFII!D _lliDIUDU!J, __ I.Q__.s!l!fi--IQLI!!! 

g~NDER OF I§]_II!~~ 

section 5, Effective date, This act is effectiYe on 

-2- SB 3119 
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