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~ iHll NO • .J't/(, 
I NTROOUC.E 0 BY _:}~-~--

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN A(.T PROIIOI~G THAT THE 

PRESC.RIBING OR GIVING Of A DRUG UNDER CONDITIONS OF MEDICAL 

Nt(.ESSITY AND IN A MEDICALLY REASONABLE AND C.OMPHEH HANNEi< 

IS A COMPLETE DEFtNSE TO A C.RIMINAL ACTION BROJGHT FOR 

FAILU~E TO REPORT ORU~ AOOIC.TION INFORMATION TO TrlE C.JUNTY 

ATTORNEY; AMENDING SECTION oo-l5lbt RoCoHo 1947o• 

BE IT ENAC.TED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section b6-151bt R.C..H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•66-1516. Physicians to report prescriptions issu2a to 

a rue; addicts • .Lll A ouly I i cerosed physician auly licensed to 

practice meaicine in Montana, who prescribes for, dispenses, 

administers, or in any manner gives any of the drugs 

~entioned in this act. ~o a person known to him or believed 

by him to be an haDitual user or a drug aadict, snall, 

within forty-eignt hours, report to the county attorney of 

tne county in which said physician pr-2scr-ibes for, 

dispenses, administers, or in any manner ~ives any of the 

drugs mentioneo in this act, the name. address, physical and 

mental condition, and any necessary substantial information 

regarding such person. "An nabitual use~ ~f such orugs• or 
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LC 1341/01 

"drug addict• is defined as follows: •Any person who 

needed or demanded the prescribing for, dispensing 

administering. or in any manner the giving of opium or 

has 

or 

coca 

leaves or any of their derivatives, salts, preparations, or 

compounds, at more or less regular intervals for thirty 

consecutive days prior to the day such person applies to a 

physician or to a physician of any institution for the 

prescribing for, dispensing, ad•inistering, or the giving in 

any ~ay of any such drugs or their derivatives.• If a 

physician shall prescribe foro dispense, ad•inister, or in 

any sanner give any of the drugs mentioned in this act, 

daily for more than thirty days to a patient. such physician 

shall register with the county attorney the naae of such 

person, together with a statement of the physical and mental 

condition of such person, and a prognosis as to the probable 

future necessity for continuing the prescribing, dispensing, 

administering, or the giving of such drugs to such patient. 

and such prognosis shall include an esti•ate as to the 

length .of time which, according to the judgment of the 

physician, ~ill be required to remove the necessity of 

administering the aforesaid narcotic drugs to such pati~nt. 

It shall be the duty of t~e county attorney u~on receipt of 

such notice to i~media~ely file a comp13int a]ainst such 

habitual user of drugs or drug addict in the district court 

of his county. 
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Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
& Safety 

~ BILL NO. JY'-
INTRODUCED BY :1~~---

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE 

PRESCRIBING OR GIVING OF A DRUG UNDER CONDITIONS OF MEDICAL 

NECESSITY AND IN A MEOICALL Y REASONABLE .AND COMPEl E'H MAN.'IIER 

IS A COMPLETE DEFENSE TO A CRIMINAL ACTION BROuGHT FOR 

FAILUKE TO REPORT DRUG ADDICTION INFORMATION TO T>iE CJUNTY 

ATTORNEY; AMENDING SECTION 66-1516, R.c.~. l947o 0 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE~ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section b6-1516o R.C.H. l947o is a~ended to 

read as follows: 

•66-1516. Physicians to report prescriptions issued to 

orug ~ddicts. Lll A duly licensed physician duly 1 icensed to 

practice medicine in Montana, who prescribes foro dispenses, 

administers• or in any manner gives any of the drugs 

mentioned in this acto to a person known to him or believed 

by hi ID to be an habitual user or a drug addict. shall t 

within forty-eight hours, report to the county attorney of 

the county in which said physician prascrii:>es for. 

dispenses. administers, or in any manner gives any of the 

drugs •entioned in this acto the name, address, physical and 

mental condition, and any necessary substantial information 

regarding such person. "An habitual user of such arugs• or 
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lC 1341/01 

•drug addict• is defined as follows: "Any person who has 

needed or demanded the prescribing foro dispensing or 

administering. or in any manner the giving of opiu• or coca 

leaves or any of their derivatives, salts, preparations. or 

compounds, at •ore or less regular intervals for thirty 

consecutive days prior to the day such person applies to a 

physician or to a physician of any inst~tutron for the 

prescribing foro dispensing. administering. or the giving in 

any way of any such drugs or their derovatives.• If a 

physician shan ·prescribe for. dispenseo ad•inistero or in 

any manner give any of the drugs mentioned in this act, 

daily for more than thirty days to a patient, such physician 

shall register vith the county attorney the naae of such 

person, together with a stateaent of the physical and mental 

condition of such person, and a prognosis as to the probable 

future necessity for continuing the prescribing, dispensing, 

ad•inisteringo or the giving of such drugs to such patient, 

and such prognosis shall include an esti•ate as to the 

length of time which, according to the judgment of the 

physician, will be required to remove the necessity of 

administering the aforesaid narcotic drugs to such patient. 

It shall be the duty of t~e county attorney upon receipt of 

such notice to immediately file a complaint a~ainst su.ch 

habitual user of drugs or drug addict in the district court 

of his county. 
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~ BILL NO. Jt/(, 
INTROOUC.EO BY J~ ~ 

A BILL FOR AN A(.T ENTITLED: •AN A(.T PROVIDING THAT THE 

PRESCRIBING OR GIVING OF A DRUG UNDER C.ONOITlONS OF MEDICAL 

NEC.ESSI TV AND IN A HEOIC.ALL Y REASONABLE AND (.OHPETEIIIT HANNER 

IS A COMPLETE DEFENSE TO A CRIMINAL AC.TION BROUGHT FOR 

FAILURE TO REPORT ORUu ADOI(.TION INFORMATIOM TO T~E C.OUNTY 

ATTORNEY; AMENDING SEC.TION 66-15169 RoC.oHo 1947.• 

SE IT ENAC.TED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 66-1516, R.c..M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•66-1516. Physicians to report prescriptions issued to 

drug addicts. Lli A duly licensed physician duly licensed to 

practice medicine in Montana, who prescribes foro dispenses, 

administers, or in any aanner gives any of the drugs 

mentioned in this acto to a person known to him or believed 

by ·hiow to be an habitual user or a drug addict, shall, 

within forty-eight hourso report to the county attorney of 

the county in which said physician prescribes for • 

dispenses• administers, or in any manner gives any of the 

drugs mentioned in this acto the nameo address. physical and 

mental condition. and any necessary substantial information 

regarding such person. •An habitual user of such drugs• or 
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L(. 1341/01 

"drug addict• is defined as follows: •Any person who 

needed or demanded the prescribing for, dispensing 

has 

or 

adainisteringo or in any manner the giving of opi~ or coca 

leaves or any of their derivatives, salts. preparations, or 

coapoundso at more or less regular intervals for thirty 

consecutive· days- prior to the day such person applies to a 

physician or to a physician of any institutTon for the 

prescribing foro dispensingo· adaini-stering, or the giving in 

any -·way ·of any ·such drugs or the i"r derivatives.• If a 

physician shal·l ·prescribe f"or• dispense, iild•inis1:erw or in 

any •anner give any of the drugs mentioned in this actw 

da-lly for .ore than thirty days to a patientw ·such physici·an 

shall register with the county attorney the naae of such 

person, together with a stata-ent of the physical and mental 

condition of such person, and a prognosis as to the probable 

future necessity for continuing.the prescribing, dispensing, 

ad•inistering, or the giving of such drugs to such patient• 

and such prognosis shall include an estimate as to the 

length of time which• according to the judg.ent of the 

physician, will be required to re•ove the necessity of 

ad•inistering the aforesaid narcotic drugs to such patient. 

It shall be the duty of tne county attorney upon receipt of 

such notice to immediately file;a complaint against such 

habitual user of drugs or drug addict in the district court 

of his county. 
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