
45th Legislature LC 1014/01 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

~ s2J!i /) BILL NO~~~ 

Jlo'oln~~ I NTROOUCEO BY 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT fO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AHENOMENT TO ARTICLE V9 

SECTION b• Of THE ~ONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS ANO TO PROVIDE 

LIMITATIONS ON THE bUSINESS THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN 

EVEN-NUHBERtD YEARS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. A~tic1e v. section b• of the Montana 

constitution is amended to read as follows: 

•section b. Sessions. The legislature shall ~-eeeh 

15 ed~-num~e~~--yeer--+R--regdter--sesston-e+-not~ore-thsft-~9 

16 +~ts+ettYe-deys be a continuous body tor 2-year periods 

11 beginning when the newly elected members take offjce. Iha 

1 B 1 e~ j s 1 at.ure -shall meet oncg a year in a regular sess. jon of 

19 DQ1_ more than bO legislative days jo odd-numbered year5 and 

20 of not more than 45 legjsla~ays in even=number~_yaa~ 

21 The regular sessjon jn even-nwabgred years shall be liwi~ 

22 to legislation relating _t~ bydget and fina~ 

23 cpnstitY112Ds~endments. recommen4atjpns pf the gp~~ 

24 and all__p1h~gjslatjon_ whj~--naa_~ approved for 

25 lntrodyctjpo by a twp::.1.lli.r.l1s vote of tllL~~.r.~ ejther 
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~ Any legislature may increase the limit on the length 

2 of any subsequent session. The legislature may be convened 

3 in special sessions by the govtrnor or at the written 

4 request of a majority of the members.• 

5 Section 2. Submission to electorate. When this 

b ameod~ent is submitted to the qualified electors of Montana, 

1 there shall be printed on the ballot the title of this act 

B and the following words: 

9 [] FOR annual sessions. 

10 [] AGAINST annual sessions. 

11 Section 3. Effective date. This amendment is effective 

12 on January 1 immediately following ratification by the 

13 electors.. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 317-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request re.::aived February 1 ___ • 19 __JJ__ • there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for_ Senate Bill 344 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 · Thirty-Nlnth Legislative Assembly, 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Provides for annual sessions of the legislature and for limitations on the business that may be conducted in the even
numbered years. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Members: Salary at $31.62 per day 
Expenses at $40 per day 

2. Legislature in session 6 days per week 
3. Attaches at 1977 salary schedules 
4. 60-day session: 2 round trips mileage for members 

45-day session: 1 round trip mileage for members 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Biennium costs of present system 
Biennium costs of annual sessions (proposed) 

$2.421,629 
2,929,242 

Additional cost of proposed legislation per biennium $ 507,613 

NOTE: Since the Legislature will meet in FY 79 regardiess of voter approval of Senate Bill 344, there would actually be 
a decrease in expenditures in this biennium due to length of sessions. However, since the Legislature would meet in 1980 
if the proposed bill were ratified, the effect over a two-year period. would be an increase in expenditures of $507,000. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date:~--~ 7 ~ __ 7,_7.~.....-.-__ 
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Approved by Committee 
on St«te Administration 

S~~ATt 3lll NO. 344 

INTKOOUCEU bY BROWN, HIMSL, 

GOODOVERo OlSONo ROSKIE. RASMUSSeN, OUNKlE 

A BILL ~OK AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TU THE 

JUAllrl~D ELECTORS uF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Vo 

StCTIO~ 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TU PROVIDE THAT THE 

ltGISLATURE SHAll MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS AND TO PROVIDE 

lIMITATIONS ON THE Bl.ISIN!::SS THAT HAY BE CONDUCTED IN 

EVEN-~UHBEREO YEARS.• 

~E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISL~TURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section I. ArticlE' v, section 6, of the Montana 

constitution is amendad to read as follows: 

•section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall ~~-~~h 

odd-ftttmbe~d--y~r--+ft--reg~~~+oft-ef-ft~-~~aft~a 

+~-r,.+at~-d"Y" WL.a..-£ontjouoys body fQr 2-year ~!i 

1~ n~innlUQ when th~~ly elected members take offjce. Ihe 

19 l~i..:r.lat.lJ~J.ball-.IHlJ!LPnce a year jn a regular sessjoo of 

2u o~~~--1h.a.D ~ 12 l~islat\Ye days jo pdd nymbgrgd years 

ll <~.IUL..QLnnLIIUlUtjtl.a.n ~ .JJl. liuzlslati ye days in eyen=numbergd 

2£ ¥~--~rggular ~~n jn eyen-nymberea years shal~ 

23 liJDiled to legjslatlil!L~Lllina to the budnet aruL.financjng. 

z.., ~on.U.illtl.liln.a.L amendme~...Llill:.JllllllleilliS!li.gQ.!i_Qf tho goveroor • 

L~ LtJ.illLAllUI:i--.:iil>J.f.iLEJJ.L.LUl:UN<:. ADJOUJiNMENI DE TH~ SE:iSlli~ 
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ltit._d.E:lll.U.U.:i_:!UB..t. .a..wL;;I.li gtber 1 ggj slat inn-rudl has been 

.a.~LP¥~d_fgr__i~~~ a twp-thirds yp+e pf thg 

~~-21__~~--hou.:r.~ Any legislature may increase the 

limit on the length of any subseouent session • The 

legisl~ture may be convened in special sessions by the 

~~verner or at the written reouest of a majority of the 

members ... 

Section 2. Sub~ission to electorate. When this 

amendment is submitted to the qualified electors of Montana. 

there shall be printed on the ballot the title of this act 

and the following words: 

[] fO~ annual sessions. 

[] AGAINST annual sessions. 

Section 3. Effective date. This a~endment is effective 

on January immediately following ratification by the 

electors. 

-end-

-2- S<> 344 
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SENATE BILL NO. 344 

INTRODUCED BY BROWN, HIMSL, 

GDDDOVER, OLSON, ROSKIEo RASMUSSEN, DU~KLE 

A BILL fOK AN ACT ENTITLED: MAN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA A~ AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE v, 
iECTI:m 6, OF THE MONTA>jA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHAll MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS AND TO PROVIDE 

LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN 

EVEi't-:lUMBEREO YEARS." 

BE IT EtUCTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6t of the Montana 

constitution is amended to read as follows: 

•section 6. Sessions. The leqislature shall ~~-@eeh 

eee-ftttm~~~d--y~ft~-+ft--re~H+~--~+on-&f-ftot-mo~~~-99 

+eg+~+et+¥~-dftYS ~ootjouous body for 2-year pe~ 

n~olng~__tb~ewly elected members take offjce. lbe 

1~ ~~ty~hall_m~t once a year in a regular sessjon__Qf 

20 n.at--~Le--~ ~ ~ legjslatjye days jn gdd-nymgered years 

d ~lllL.QL02.Llllll~~ :!t.2 J!l !egjslatjye !Llys. jn even numbered 

ll .ll~ .. _llliLL!::5l.J,I:.l.aL~ i oo in eyen-nymbered____)!Ull shall ....ll!: 

23 ll.Jiil:i:JJJ.!L1eoi sl -3ti.a!L.r..!llatj ng t.Q th~: bydget aQd f j nanc jog. 

2<t =.s..til!Lt~L-..a~lll1~nts. recgmmendatjoos of th<> ~vern.ar• 

L5 .L.E!illLAllON VEIOE!l FOLLUWINii ADJO!!RNMENT Of_.IJ:l.E.__~l.QtL_lii 
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ItiE__~~~_bl.L..L.S WHICH AS INTRODUCED ONlY REPEAL 

~Il~S OR PARIS Qf_SECTIONS Of PREVIOUSLY ENACTED LAHSo 

~2!l__gther legjs!atjgn wbjch has been apprgyed f.Qr 

iatLQ~ctjon by a two-thirds ygte of the members of ejtQaL 

h2U~a Any legislature may increase the I imit on the length 

of any subsequent session. The legislature may be convened 

in s~ecia1 sessions by the governor or at the written 

request of a majority of the members.• 

Section 2. Submission to electorate. When this 

amendment is submitted to the qualified electors of Montana, 

there shall be printed on the ballot the title of this act 

and the following words: 

FOR annual sessions. 

AGAINST annual sessions. 

Section 3. Effective date. This amendment is effective 

on January 1 immediately following ratification by the 

electors. 

-End-

-2- SB 344 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 6, 1977 

Committee of the Whole Amendment to SENATE BILL NO. 344, third reading, 
copy as follows: 

1. Amend pages 1 and 2, lines 25, on page 1 through lines 2 on page 2. 
Following: line 24 
Strike lines 25 on page 1 through lines 2 on page 2. 

AS AMENDED BE 
CONCURRED IN 


