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~Bill NO.~ 
JNTROOUCED BY f:'o..,_,_,j ffee .:I~ ..;r~b 

~ .. r.:: v-c 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

94-5-bOTo R.C.M. 1947o •ENDANGERING WELFARE OF CHILDREN•, TO 

MAKE IT CLEARLY APPLICABLE TO ALL PERSONS, WHETHER OR NOT 

THEY HAVE CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 94-5-b07, R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•94-5-b07. Endangering welfare of children. (1) A 

parent, guardian, or other person supervising the welfare of 

a child less than sixteen (lb; years old commits the offense 

of endangering the welfare of children if he knowingly 

endangers the child's welfare by violating a duty of care, 

protection or support. 

(2) A parentT 2L guardianT or ot~ anx person wbp is 

~ xears of age or Older. whether or not he js Syperyjsjo~ 

the welfare of the chj]d, com•its the offense of endangering 

the welfare of children if he knowingly contributes to the 

delinquency of a y~ ~by: 

(a) supplying or encouraging the use of intoxicating 

substances by a child; 

(b) assisting, promoting, or encouraging a child to 
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leave or abandon his place of residence without the consent 

of his parents or guardian, to enter a place of 

prostitution, to engage in sexual conduct, or to enter 

places exclusively for adults. 

(3) A person convicted of endangering welfare of 

children shall be fined not to exceed five hundred dollars 

($500) or be imprisoned in the county jail for any term not 

to exceed six (b) monthso or both. A person convicted of a 

second offense of endangerIng wel fare of chi 1 dren shall ·be 

fined not to exceed one thousand dollars (SloOOO) or be 

imprisoned In the county jail for any ter• not to exceed six 

(b» ~onths, or both. 

(4» Evidence. On the issue of whether there has been a 

violation of the duty of care, protection, and support• the 

following in addition to all other adnlssible evidence9 

shall be admissible: cruel treataent• abuse, infliction of 

unnec3ssary and cruel punishmento abandonRento neglecto lack 

of proper medical care, clothing, shelter and food; evidence 

of past bodily injury. 

(5) The court may order, in its discretion, any fine 

levied or any bond forfeited upon a charge of endangering 

welfare of children paid to or for the benefit of the person 

or persons whose welfare the defendant has endangered." 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judicililry 

~ENATE SILL ~0. 335 

I~TROOUCED BY CUMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, BY TUR~AGE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT Tu AMEND SECTiON 

94-5-607, R.c.M. l947o "ENDANGERING ~ELFARE OF CHILDREN", TO 

MAKE JT CLEARLY APPLICABLE TO ALL PERSONS, WHETHER OR NOT 

THEY HAVE CUSTODY DF THE CHILDREN; AND TO REDEFINE IUE ~ 

l:IE THE OfFENSE." 

9E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 94-5-607, R.C.H. l947o is am~nded 

to read as follows: 

"94-5-60 1. Endangering welfare of chi 1 dren. ( 1) A 

parent, guardian, or other person supervising the welfare of 

a chilo less than sixteen {16) years old commits the offense 

of endancerin~ thd welfare of children if he knowingly 

endang;,r-s the child's w<>l fare ~y violatinJ a duty c;f C3re, 

protection or sup~urt. 

(2) A ~ar-cnt,. QL. rluardiany or ethe~ ~ per-son who is 

l:;__~CL-->lf_;Lll!_2L-.Q.l:l!i!L1~t.t.;.:r:-.QL_QQ_t._'lli_j__s._!a.J.!.._,;:Ll!'bJ.J:l..;; 

.:toe welfa~f tho ch..Llii..t. Lommlts tr1e cffensf? nf enctang::rin:; 

tne welfare of children if he knowingly contriDutes to tn~ 

.c~~linqu~ncy cf a yotft:'f"'~.i.l.:J ~);.': 

{·~) su-...,Jlyin·=- or :ncoura~iO!J tt:e us-E"- ,'1f intoxic..-1tin.;; 

subst~nces oy a chi I d; 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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l (b) assisting, promoting~ or encouraging a child to~ 

l +ee--or 

3 Lli a~andon his place of residence without the consent 

4 of his par~nts or ~uardianT-teA 

s ~ enter a place of prostitution~.,~ 

6 Ulil- engage in >exual conductr--&r--to-ert1:~-p+~ 

1 ~~e~~Ye+y-+or-e~u+t~. 

8 [3) A person convicted of endangering welfare of 

9 children snall be fineu not to exceed five hundred dollars 

10 (S500) or be imprisoned in the county jail for any term not 

11 to exceed six (6) months. or both. A person convicted of a 

ll secona offense of endan~ering welfare of chilaren shall be 

13 fined not to exceed one thousand dollars (Sl,OOO) or be 

14 i~prisoned in the county jail for any tera not to exceed six 

15 (6) ownths, or both. 

16 (4) Evidence. On the issue of whether there has baen a 

17 violation of the duty of care, protection, and support, the 

13 following in dddition to ~11 other admissible ~vid2nce• 

19 shall be admissible: cruel treatment• abuse, infliction of 

2u unnecessary and cruel pt~nishl112nt, abandonment ... ne.Jl~ct., l~<:.k 

21 of prop<?.-r me.1ic.3l car~" c1othing, shelt~r and food; evi._jence 

Zl of past nodily injury. 

23 [5} Tn~ court may order7 ~n its discration, any fine 

Z!f- lt.:vie'...l or any bon•j forf2it.ad upon 3 chdrqe of endan.ger ing 

25 wei far<' of ct1ildren paia to or for the benefit of the person 

-2- SB 33~ 
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~ENATE biLL NO. 335 

INTRODUCED BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARYt BY TURNAGE 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT T!J AMEND SECTION 

94-5-607, R.C.M. l947t "ENDANGERING wELFARE OF CHILDREN"• TO 

MAKE IT CLEARLY APPLICABLE TO ALL PERSONS, lo;HETHER Ott .'iOT 

THEY HAVE CUSTODY LF THE CrllLORENi AND IQ REDEFINE IHf ScOPE 

Of IHE QfEENSEo" 

6E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 94-5-607o R.c.H. 1947o is amended 

to ~ead as follows: 

•94-5-607• Endange~ing welfare of child~en. (ll A 

pa~ent, gua~diano or othe~ person supervising the welfare of 

a child less than sixteen [16} years old commits the offense 

of endan~ering the welfare of children if he knowingly 

endangBr·s the child's welfare by violatin~ a duty of care, 

protection or support. 

[2) A parenty 2L guardiany or ~ ~ pe~son who js 

~8 years af~oc older. wQether or not he js su~ervising 

~he welfare of the child. commits the offense of endangering 

the welfare of children if he knowingly contributes to the 

celinquency of a ye~h ~by: 

[a) SU(-plyin<; or encouraging the use of intoxicatin-J 

substances by a child; 
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(b) assisting, promoting, or encouraging a child to~ 

+~ey~-~~ 

Lli aoandon his place of residence without the consent 

of his parents or guardiany-te~ 

LLli enter a place of prostitutiony-tei-QS 

~ engage in sexual conducty--~-te-ent~-p+ee~ 

~~e~~ye+y-~o~-a~u+t~. 

(3) A person convicted of endangering welfare of 

children shall be fined not to exceed five hundred dollars 

[$500) or be imprisoned in the county jail fo~ any term not 

to exceed six (6) months. or both. A person convicted of a 

second offense of endangering welfare of children shall be 

fined not to exceed one thousand dollars (Sl,OOO) or be 

imprisoned in the county jail for any term not to exceed six 

(6) months, o~ both. 

(4l Evidence. On tne issue of whether there has been a 

violation of the duty of care, protection, and support, the 

following in addition to all other admissible avidence, 

shall be admissible: cruel treatment• abuse, infliction of 

unnecessary and cruel punishment, abandonment, ne~lect, lack 

of proper meaical careo clothing, shelter and food; evidence 

of past bodily injury. 

(5) The court may order, in its discretion, any fine 

levied or an) bond forfeited upon a charge of endangering 

welfare of children paid to or for the benefit of the pe~son 
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SENATE BILL NO, 335 

INTRODUCED BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, BY TURNAGE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: MAN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

94-5-607, R.C.H. 1947o •ENDANGERING WELFARE OF CHILDREN•, TO 

HAKE IT CLEARLY APPLICABLE TO All PERSOkSt WHETHER CR NOT 

THEY HAVE CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN; ANQ TO REQEFINE IHE SCOPE 

OF THE DEfENSE.• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section 94-5-6D7t R.c.H. 1947, is amended 

to ~ead as follows: 

•94-5-6D7. Endangering welfare of children. Cl) A 

parent, guardian, or other person supervising the welfare of 

a child less than siKteen (161 years old commits the offense 

of endangering the welfare of children if he knowingly 

endan"ers the child's welfare by violating a duty of care, 

protection or support. 

(2) A parenty ~ quardiany or et~~ an¥ person ~~ 

~~~~_age or older. whether or not he js supgryjsjog 

~_w~fare of tbg ~commits the offense of endanqering 

the welfare of children if he knowingly contributes to the 

delinquency of a yeet~ ~by: 

[~) supplying or encouraging the use of intoKicatin~ 

substances by a child; 
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{b) assisting, promoting, or encouraging a child to~ 

+eeve-c~ 

Lll abandon his place of residence without the consent 

of his parents or guardiany-te~ 

Llll enter a place of prostitutiony~cL_OB 

~ engage in sexual conducty--.,t'-te-ent:et'-JI+ftetM 

e~e+~~~ve+y-~~-ed~+t~. 

(31 A person convicted of endangering welfare of 

children shall be fined not to exceed five hundred dollars 

($500) or be imprisoned in the county jail for any term not 

to exceed six (6) .onths, or both. A person convicted of a 

second offense of endangering welfare of children shall be 

fined not to eKceed one thousand dollars (SloOOO) or be 

i~prisoned in the county jail for any term not to exceed six 

(61 months, or both. 

14) Evidence. On the issue of whether there has been a 

violation of the duty of care, protection, and support, the 

following in addition to all other admissible evidence, 

shall be admissible: cruel treatment, abuse, infliction of 

unnecessary and cruel punishment, abandonment, ne?lect, lack 

of proper medical care, clothing, shelter and food; evidence 

of past bodily injury. 

[~) The court may order, in its discretion, any fine 

Ievien or any bond forfeited upon a charge of endangering 

welfare of children paid to or for the benefit of the person 

-2- SB 335 
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