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~ BILL NO • ..3/.::J_ 
INTRODUCED 6Y ~-"""OA-.. ~""""""',...,r-----------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PRDVIDE THAT 

REGISTRATION FEES AND THE REFLECTORIZATION FEE ASSESSED UPON 

MOTOR VEHICLES BEING REGISTERED OR REREGISTERED DO NOT APPLY 

IN THE EVENT A NUMBER PLATE IS TRANSFERRED TO A REPLACEMENT 

VEHICLE; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-lObo 53-122o 53-146t AND 

53-l47o R.c.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-106, R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-106. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle ~hich 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a nuMber plateo bearing 

the distinctive number assigned such vehicle. Such number 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of aotor vehicles of the 

motorcycle typeo one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters •Hco• or the letters •He• and the 

word "DEALER,• one for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 
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1 distinctive letter •o• or the word •oEALER,• one for dealers 

2 in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

3 which shall bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the letter 

4 •u• and the word •DEALER,• and one for dealers in trailers 

5 and/or semitrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

6 distinctive letters •DTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

1 •DEALER," and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

8 of dealers• plates shall be placed on the nu•ber plates 

9 assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

10 may designate. All number plates for motor vehicles shall be 

11 issued for a minimum period of four years, provided that 

12 number plates shall next be issued in the year 1976 and as 

13 often thereafter as is consistent with the provisions of 

14 this section, shall bear a distinctive aarkingo and shall be 

15 furnished by the state. In years when nu~ber plates are not 

1b issued, the registrar shall provide nonreaovable stickers 

17 bearing appropriate registration nuabers which shall be 

18 affixed to the license plates in use. 

19 (2) In the case of motor cars and trucks, number 

20 plates shall be of metal six inches wide and twelve inches 

21 in length, the number plates issued in the year 1976 to be 

22 of a graphic design commeaorating the bicentennial of the 

23 founding of the United States of America, and the word 

24 •Montana• with the year placed on the plate. For number 

25 plates issued after 197&, the outline of the state of 
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Montana shall be used as a distinctive border on such 

license plates, and the word "Montana• with the year shall 

be placed across the botto~ of the plate. Such registration 

plate shall be treated with a reflectorized background 

material according to specifications prestribed by the 

registrar. *n When a new plate js issued, AQ addjtiona1 fee 

of one dollar (S1.00) per year for each registration of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue from 

this fee shall be forwarded by the respective county 

treasurers to the state treasurer ·for deposit in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the ear~arked revenue fund. 

Disbursements from the motor vehicle recording account shall 

be made by warrant drawn by the registrar. The distinctive 

registration nu•bers shall begin with a number one (1} or 

with a letter-number combination such as "A 1" or "AA 1,• or 

any other similar combination of letters and numbers and be 

numbered consecutively for each series of plates. The 

distinctive registration number or letter-number combination 

assigned to the vehicle shall appear on toe plate preceded 

by the number of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and the county 

number shall be separated from the distinctive registration 

number by a separation mark unless a 

co~bination is used. The dimensions of such 

I etter-number 

numerals and 

letters shall be determined by the registrar of ~otor 
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vehicles, provided that all county and registration numbers 

shall be of equal height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exe~pt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive markinos: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments• and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •state Owned• and no year 

number will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will oe of a permanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates requires sa~. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees tnereof in 

line of duty as sucho and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of Montana, to• or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in the line of duty as sucho 

there shall be placed on the nu•ber plates assigned thereto. 

in such position thereon as the registrar may designate• the 

letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT.• Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assigned to •otor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 

-4-

"' 



2 

3 

4 

, 
b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

( 

LC 0602/01 

begin with number 1 and be nuMbered consecutively. 

{4) On all number plates assigned to •otor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

trailers, there shall appear the letter •T• or the word 

•TRUCK• for plates assigned to trucks and the letters •TR• 

or the word •TRAILER• for plates assigned to trailers, and 

housetrailers, and the letters •He• or the word •CYCLE• for 

plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

Mumber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

a replace~nt passenger cart truck, trailer or motorcycle 

type vehicle. No regjst(a£jgn or license fe¢ may be assessed 

upon a transfer of a oyaber plate under 53-146 and 53~1\1• 

(5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

of the state shall be assigned numbers as follows: Silver 

Bowo 1; Cascade, 2i Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; Lewis and 

Clark, 5; Gallatint 6; Flathead, 7; Ferguso 8; Powder River, 

9; Carbono 10; Phill ipso 11; Hillt 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

14; Lake, 15; Dawson, lb; Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Tooleo 21; Big Horn, 22; 

Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

Richland, 27; Powellt Z8; Rosebudt Z9; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater• 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith oasin, 36; Danielst 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grasso 40; HcConet 41; Carter• 42; 
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Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; liberty, 48; Parko 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibauxo 52; Golden Valleyo 53; Hineralo 54; Petroleum• 

55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may be formedo 

beginning with the number 57.• 

Section 2. Section 53-122, R.C.H. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-122. Registration fees of motor vehicles 

registration and transfer thereof-- public owned vehicles 

exempt from license or registration fees --license or 

registration fees for trailers, house trailers, se•itrailers 

and tractors providing for disposition of all fees. 

Registration or license fees shall be paid upon registration 

motor vehicles, trailers, house or reregistration of 

trailers, semitrailers and dealer5 in motor vehicles or 

trailers in accordance with this act, as follows: 

All dealers in Motor vehicles, a fee of thirty dollars 

(S30.00}: which shall entitle such dealer to two (2) sets of 

number plates, and five dollars (S5o00) additional fee for 

each additional set of number plates up to six (b) sets, and 

two dollars (S2.00) additional fee for each additional set 

of nu~ber plates, as may be applied for; 

Dealers in motorcycles, trailers including house 

trailers. thirty dollars (S30); 
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Hotor vehicles. weighing twenty-eight hundred and fifty 

(2650) pounds• or under, other than motor trucks, five 

dollars (S5.00); 

Motor vehicles, weighing over twenty-eight hundred and 

fifty (2850) pounds, other than motor trucks ten dollars 

($10.00); 

Electrically driven passenger vehicles, ten dollars 

(S10.00): 

All .atorcycles. two dollars (S2.00); 

Tractors and/or trucks, ten dollars (S10.00); 

Buses shall be classed as cotor trucks and licensed 

accordingly; 

Trailers and seftitrailers less than two thousand five 

hundred (2,500) pounds maximum gross loaded weight and house 

trailers of all weights. two dollars (S2.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over two thousand five 

hundred (2•500) up to six thousand (6,000) pounds maximum 

gross loaded weight, except house trailers, five dollars 

(S5.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over six thousand (6,000) 

pounds maximum gross loaded weight• ten dollars ($10.00); 

Trailers used exclusively in the transportation of logs 

in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas well 

machinery, road machinery and bridge material exclusively, 

new and secondhand, and trailers used exclusively for the 
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transportation of road machinery and bridge materials• shall 

pay a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) annually• regardless 

of size or capacity. 

All rates to be twenty-five per cent (25%) higher for 

motor vehicles, trailers and semitrailers, when not equipped 

with pneumatic tires. 

Bicycles with motor attachment, one dollar ($1.00); 

Tractors. as specified in this section, shall mean any 

motor vehicle, except 

trailer or semitrailer. 

If any dealer, or 

passenger cars 

motor vehicle, 

used for towing a 

house trailer., 

trailer, or semitrailer is originally registered six (6) 

months after the time of registration as set by law, the 

registration or license fee for the remainder of such year 

shall be one-half (l/2) of the regular fee above given. 

A dealer in motor vehicles or trailers who shall 

maintain more than on,, (1) place of business or who shall 

maintain any branch establishment or estaolishments, must 

register and pay a registration or license fee for each such 

place of business or establishment. 

A registered dealer. who may sell or dispose of his 

entire business to any other person, !Ray have his 

certificate of registration transferred to such purchaser 

upon filing with the registrar of motor vehicles a statement 

containing the name of the registered dealer, the number 
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under which such dealer is registered, the na•e of the 

purchaser, and the location of the place of business so 

sold. Upon the filing of such state.ent, accompanied by a 

filing fee of two dollars (52.00)• the registrar of motor 

vehicles shall note upon the registration record of such 

dealer the change of ownership. But no certificate of 

registration can be transferred unless the entire business 

of the dealer holding such certificate 

sold and disposed of, and no 

of registration 

such certificate 

be 

of 

registration can be transferred to any person other than the 

purchasers of such business. 

The provisions of this act with respect to the payment 

of registration fees shall not apply to or be binding upon 

motor vehicles. trailers or se•itrailers o~ tractors owned 

or controlled by the United States of Aaerica or any state, 

county or city, but in all other respects the provisions of 

this act shall be applicable to and binding upon motor 

vehicles, tractors. trailers. and semitrai1ers. 

The proyjsjons of this sectjgn relating to_the__paymeot 

gf_~tratjon _t~~o_ not apply when number olate• are 

tL~rred to a rep\ace•ent vetlitle under 53 106!4)• 

23 146. and s~ 

A 11 fees, other than license tees, unless otherwise 

specifically provided, shall hereafter be d~posited in, and 

paid into, the earmarked revenue fund and shall be used to 
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pay all salaries, operating expenses, and all other expenses 

of the departaent of the registrar of •otor vehicles, 

including the manufacturer and delivery of license pl3tes. 

Any reference in this code to the motor vehicle recording 

fund or the motor vehicle administration fund shall be taken 

to mean the motor vehicle recording account in the earalrked 

revenue fund.• 

Section 3. 

read as follows: 

Section 53-l~b, R.t.H. 19~7, is awended to 

•53-l4b. Transfer of ticense plates to another •otor 

vehicle. Should the transferor •ake application for the 

registration of another motor vehicle at any ti.a during the 

remainder of the current registration year as shown on the 

original certificate of registration. he •ay file an 

application. in the office of the county treasurer where the 

motor vehicle is taxable, upon a form to be prepared and 

furnished by the registrar of ~otor vehicles, acco~pani~d by 

the original certificate of registration, for the transfer 

of the l'icense plates. The application for transfer of the 

license plates from the motor vehicle for which originally 

issued to a motor vehicle acquired by the same person in 

whose name the original license plates were issued shall be 

made within ten [10) days fro• date of acquiring the 

vehicle. The use of the 1 icense plates shall not be 

leqJliz~d until proper transfer of license ~lates has been 
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•ad e.• 

Section 4. Section 5J-147o R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-147. New registration required for transferred 

vehicle--g.-ace period--penalty--display bf proof of 

purchase. Except as othe~wise provided herein, the new owner 

1 of the transferred moto.- vehicle shall have the grace period 

8 of ten (10) days from the date of purchase to •ake 

9 application and pay the re~~-~rs~~Oft--~es--8ftd taxes as 

10 provided by section 5J-114o as if the same was being 

11 registered for the first ti•e in that registration year, 

12 and, provided the motor vehicle was not purchased fro• a 

JJ duly licensed •otor vehicle dealer as provided in this 

14 chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter or any 

15 other law for the purchaser to operate the vehicle upon the 

16 streets and highways of this state without a certificate of 

17 registration during the ten (10) day period; provided, 

18 

19 

20 

21 

howevero that at all times during that ~eriod a bill of sale 

or other proof of purchase reciting the date of purchase 

shall be clearly displayed in the rear window of the motor 

vehicle at all times. l!~~li!!L~ 1 rcen5e f.e.e.5 

22 collected~~J-122 are opt reguj~ be pajd when a 

23 license plate js tran5ferred under this $ectjgo and 53-1~ 

24 Failure to •ake application within the ti.a provided herein 

25 shall subject the purchaser to a penalty of ten dollars 
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(SlO)o plus one dollar (Sl) for each additional day in which 

the vehicle remains unregistered• not to exceed twenty-five 

dollars ($251· The penalty shall be collected by the county 

treasurer at the time of registration. and shall be in 

addition to the fees otherwise p~ovided by law.• 

-End-

-12-

~ 



( 

~~th L~gislature LC. 0602/.01 

2 

3 

,. 
5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

l() 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Approved by Committee 

INTRODUCED BY 

~ on Highways & Transportation 

~BILL NO.~ 
~--

A SILL FOR AN A(.T ENTITLED: •AN AC.T TO PROVIDE THAT 

REG[ STRATION FEES AND THE REFLECTORIZATIOM FEE ASSESSED UPON 

MOTOR VEHICLES BEING REGISTERED OR REREGISTERED DO NOT APPLY 

IN THE EVENT A NUMBER PLATE IS TRANSFERRED TO A REPLAC.EMENT 

VEHlC.LE; AMENDING SEC.TIONS 53-lObo 53-lZZo 53-1'o6t AND 

53-147, R.C.H. 1947a• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Seetion' 1. Section· 53-106, R.c.M. l9'o7o ls a~aended to 

read as follows: 

•53-106. Nu•ber plates •. (1) Eve.-y motor vehU:le- whictl 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall ·display both front and rear a nulllber plate, bearing 

the distinctive nuMber assigned such vehicle. Such nulllber 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor carso one for owners of •otor vehicles of the 

11otorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers In vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters •Nco• or the letters •Me• and the 

word •OEALERo• one for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 
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l distinctive letter •o• or the word •DEALER,• one for dealers 

2 in used aotor cars only 1including used trucks and traile~s) 

3 which shall bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the letter 

,. •u• and the word •oEALERo• and one for dealers in trailers 

5 and/or semitrailers Cnew or used) which shall bear the 

b distinctive letters •oTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

1 •oEALERo• and all such markings for the afore•entioned kinds 

8 of dealers• plates shall be placed on the number plates 

9 assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

10 .ay designate. All nuaber plates for motor vehicles shall .be 

ll issued for a· •inimu• period of four years~ provided that 

12 number plates shall next be issued In the year 19T6 and as 

13 often thereafter as is consistent with the provisions of 

l'o this section, shall bear. a distinct•ve •aocking, and shall ·be 

15 furnished by the state. In years when number plates are not 

16 i ssuedo the reg i st·rar shall provide nonre110vable .stickers 

11 bearing appropriate registration nuabers which shall be 

18 affixed to the license plates in use. 

19 (2) In the case of motor cars and trucks. number 

20 plates shall be of metal six inches wide and twelve inches 

21 in lengtho the number plates issued in the year 1976 to be 

l2 of a graphic design commemorating the bicentennial of the 

23 founding of the United States of A•ericao and the word 

24 •Montana• with the year placed on the plate. For nu•ber 

25 plates issued after l976o the outline of the state of 
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Montana shall be used as a distinctive border on such 

license plates. and the ~ord •Montana• with the year shall 

be placed across the bottom of the plate. Such registration 

plate shall be treated ~ith a reflectorized background 

aaterial according to specifications prescribed by the 

registrar. *" When a new glatg is issued. ~ additional fee 

of one dollar (S1.00) p~r year for each registration of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue fro• 

this fee shall ·be forwarded by the respect lve county 

treasurers to the state treasurer for deposit 1n the •otor 

vehicl·e recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 

Disburse•ents fro• the -otor vehicle recording account shall 

be •ade by warrant draMn by the registrar. The distinctlY& 

registration: nu•bers shall begin with a nulllber one (1) or 

with a letter-nu.O.r coabination such as •A 1" or "AA 1o• or 

any other similar combination of letters and nu•bers and be 

numbered consecutively for each series of plates. The 

distinctive registration number or letter-number cu.bination 

assigned to the vebicle·shall appear on the plate preceded 

by the number of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and the county 

number shall be separated fr~ the distinctive registration 

number by a separation •ark 

combination is used. The di .. nsions 

unless a 

of such 

letter-number 

numeral s and 

letters shall be determined by the registrar of •otor 
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vehicles. provided that all county and registration numbers 

shall be of equal height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exempt eotor vehicles. in 

addition to the markings herein provided. nu•ber plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive aarkings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles .ay designate the prefix number for the various 

state depart•entso and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •st·ate Owned" and no year 

number will be indicated thereon as t~ese numbered plates 

will be of a permanent nature• and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor wehicles at suCh time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates requires sa-e. For vehicles 

owned by the counties. •unicipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan fro• the 

United States government or the state of Montana, to. or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

offlcial·s and e..ployees thereof in the line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the nu•ber plates assigned theretoo 

in such pos i ti·on thereon as the registrar •ay desi gnat eo the 

letter •x• or the word •ExEMPt.• Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assigned to •otor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the •unicipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 

-It-
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begin with number 1 and be nuabered consecutively• 

(4) no all nuaber pla~es assigned to •otor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer ty·peo other than tax-exeapt trucks and 

trailers, there shall appear the letter •T• or the word 

•TRU~K· for plates assigned to trucks and the letters •tR• 

or the word •TRAILER• for plates assigned to trailers, and 

housetrailerso and the letters •M~· or the word ·~YCLE• £or 

plates assigned to vehicles of the -atorcycle.type. 

Nu•ber plates issued to a passenger car, ,truck, traile~ 

or vehicle of the motorcycle type aay be transferred only.to 

a replaceaent passenger cart truck, trailer or aotorcycle 

type vehicle. Hp (egjst£aliQD o(· lieettsV fe@ .ay He aS$Mssed 

uoon a transfer ·of a dulfbgr ~plate :uQd!fr 33=146 ;;Jnd 5:3-'liH; 

(5) ·for the purpose of this act, the seYl!ral counties 

of the state shall be assigned nu•bers as follows: Silver 

Bow, 1; ~ascadeo 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; lewis and 

~larko 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder Rivero 

9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hillt 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

14; Laket 15; oawson, 16; Rooseveltt 17; Beaverhead• 18; 

Chouteau, 19; ·\Ialley, 20; Toole; 21; Big Horn, 22; 

Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodgeo 30; 

Tetono 31; Stillwatero 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Oanielso 37; Glacier, 36; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 
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Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; ·Pralr I eo 45; Granite, 46; 

Heaghero 47; Uberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; .Jeffer-son, 

51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, .54; Petroleu•• 

55< lincoln, 56; any neM counties shall be assigned nuabers 

by the registrar of aotor vehicles as they aay be foraed 9 

beginn·ing with the nu•ber 57.• 

Section 2. Section 53-122, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-122. Registration fees of •otor vehicles 

registration· and transfer theredf- public owned Yehicles 

exempt fr~ license or· registration fees - license or 

registration· fees for trailers, house trailers, se•itr.ailers 

and tractors providing for disposition of all fees. 

Registration or 1 iqinse fees shall be paid upon registration 

or reregistration of .otor vehicleso trailers, house 

trailers, semitrailers and dealers in motor vehicles or 

trailers in accordance with this act, as follows: 

All dealers in •otor vehicles, a fee of thirty dollars 

(S30.00t: which shall entitle such dealer to two (2) sets of 

number plates, and five dollars (S5.00) additional fee for 

each additional set of nu•ber plates up to six (6) sets, and 

two dollars ($2.00) additional fee for each additional set 

of nu•ber plates, as •ay be applied for; 

Dealers in •otorcycleso trailers 

trailers, thirty dollars (S30); 
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Motor vehicles, werghing twenty-eight hundred and fifty 

(2850) poundso or under, other than .ator trucks, five 

dollars {$5.00); 

Motor vehicles, weighing over twenty-eight hundred and 

fifty (2850) pounds, other than motor trucks ten dollars 

($10.00); 

Electrically driven passenger vehicles, ten dollars 

(SlO.OOH 

All aotorcycles, two dollars (SZ.OO); 

Tractors andjor trucks, ten dollars· (SlU.OOJ; 

Buses ·shall be classed as aotor trucju; and 1 icoansed 

accordingly; 

Trailers and semitrailers less than two thousand five 

hundred (2,500) pounds maximum gross loaded weight and house 

trailers of all weights• two dollars (S2.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over two thousand five 

hundred (2o500) up to six thousand (6,000) pounds •axiau• 

gross loaded weight, except house trailers, five dollars 

($5.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over six thousand (6o000) 

pounds maxiau• gross loaded weight, ten dollars (SlO.OO); 

Traile~s used excluslvely in the transportation af logs 

in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas well 

eachineryo road •achinery and bridge •aterial exclusively, 

new and secondhand, and trailers used exclusively for the 
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transportation of road machinery and bridge materialso shall 

pay a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) annuallY• regardless 

of size or capacity• 

All rates to be twenty-five per cent (25%) higher for 

~otor vehicles, trailers and se•itrailerso when not equipped 

with pneumatic tires. 

Bicycles with aotor attachment, one dollar (Sl.OO); 

Tractors, as specified in this section, shall mean any 

motor vehicle, exc~pt passenger cars used for towing a 

trailer or se•itrailer. 

lf any dealero or motor vehicle, house trai 1 ero 

trailer, .,..- .se•itrailer is originally :registered six (6} 

eonths after the time of registration as set by lawo the 

registration or license fee for the re•ainder of such year 

shall be one-halT (1/2) of the regular fee above given. 

A dealer in motor vehicles or trailers who shall 

maintain ~re than one (l) place of business or who shall 

aaintain any branch establishment or establish•entso must 

register and pay a registration or license fee for each such 

place of business or establishaent. 

A registered dealer, who may sell or dispose of his 

entire business to any other person, •ay have his 

certificate of registration transferred to such purchaser 

upon filing with the registrar of ·•otor vehicles a statement 

containing the name of the registered dealer, the nu•ber 
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under which such dealer is registered. the name of the 

purcha5er, and the locatiOII ·of the place of busine·ss so 

sold. Upon the filing of such state.ent. accoapanied by a 

filing fee of two dollars (S2.00), the registrar of motor 

vehicles shall note upon the registration record of such 

dealer the change of ownership• But no certificate of 

registration can be transferred unless the entire business 

of the dealer holding such certificate of registration be 

sold and disposed of• and no such certificate of 

registration· can be transferred to any person other than the 

purchasers of such business. 

Tt>tt provisi·ons of this ~act with respect to the pay•ent 

of registration fees shall n~ apply to or be binding upon 

•otor vehi cl eso trailers or 5e•itrail ers or tractors owned 

or controlled by the United States of A•erica or any statey 

county or city, but In all other respects the provisions of 

this act shall be applicable to and binding upon motor 

vehicles, tractorso trailers, and semitrailers. 

Ib!! provisions of thjs ·sectjgn relatiDSI to the oa:pent 

~f registration fees ·do oot·apply.when rtuaber plates are 

transferred to a reglaceeeDt YeHJtle under 53 1061\), 

~l:=llh~.l=.l!t.h. 

All feeso other than license feeso unless otherwise 

specifically provided, Shall hereafter be deposited in, and 

paid intoo the earmarked revenue fund and shall be used to 
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pay all salaries, operating expenses, and all other expens.es 

of the depart.ent of the registrar of •otor vehicles, 

including the manufacturer and delivery of licen5e· plates. 

Any reference in thi5 code to the motor vehicle recording 

fund or the .ator vehicle admini5tration fund shall be taken 

to aean the motor vehicle recording account in the earmarked 

revenue fund.• 

Section 3. Section 53-1/o6y R.C.H. l9'o7o is a•ended to 

read a5 foll ow5: 

•53-146. Transfer of license plates to another •otor 

vehicle• Should the tran5feror aake application for the 

registration of another aotor ·vehicl·e :at any ti.e during the 

re.ain~er of the current-regi5tration year as-sHoWn on the 

or:IIJI!Ial : CJ!ttlti:J::M.e :of 'ntgt::;t:rattod,. he aay file an 

application• in the office of·the county treasure~ where the 

motor vehicle is taxableo upon a form to be prepared and 

furnished by the registrar of motor vehicles. accompanied by 

the original certificate of registration, for the transfer 

of the-license plates. The application for transfer of the 

license plates from the motor vehicle-for which originally 

issued to a motor vehicle acquired by the 5ame person in 

whose na•e the original license plates were Issued shall be 

made within ten (10) days from date of acquiring the 

vehicle. The use of the license plates shall not be 

legalized until proper transfer of license plate5 has been 
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made.• 

Section 4. Section 53-141, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-141. New registration required for transferred 

vehich•-.-grace period--penalty--display Of proof of 

purchase. Except as otherwise provided herein, the new owner 

7 of the transferred motor vehicle shall have the grace period 

a of ten (10) days fro• the date of purchase to aake 

9 application and pay the reg~re~--~~~-taxes as 

10 provided by section 53-114, as If the saae was being 

11 registered for the first tiae in·that registration year. 

12 and, provided the •otor ~hicle ~as not purchased froa a 

13 duly ·licensed •otor vehicle dealer as provided in this 

14 chapter, it ·shall coot be a violation of this chapter or any 

15 other law for the purchaser to operate the vehicl'e .upon the 

16 streets and highways of this state without a certlfi~ate of 

11 registration duri·ng the ten (10) day periodo provided• 

18 however• that at all ti•es during that period a bill of sale 

19 or other proof of purchase reciting the date of purchase 

20 shall be clearly displayed in the rear window of the sotor 

21 vehicle at all ·tiaes. Registration and· "JtqiOSe · fees 

22 colle(tdd undgr 53-122 are·not·rggujred·to·bft paid-wben a 

23 ljcgnse~late is transferred under "this ·sectjon and 53-146. 

24 Failure to aake application within the time provided herein 

25 shall subject the purchaser to a penalty of ten dollars 
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(SID)• plus ·one dollar ($1) for each additional day in which 

the vehicle remains unregistered, not to exceed twenty-five 

dollars (S25)• The penalty shall be collected by the county 

treasurer at the tiae of registration, and shall be in 

addition to the fees otherwise provided by law.• 

-End-
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~.BILL NO. ~.:J_ 
~ INTRODUCED iJY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

REGISTRATI~ FEES AND THE REFLECTORilATION FEE ASSESSED UPON 

MOTOR VEHICLES BEING REGISTERED OR REREGISTERED 00 NOT APPLY 

IN THE EVENT A NUMBER PLATE IS TRANSFERRED TO A REPLACEMENT 

VEHICLE; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-106t 53-122o 53-1~6t AND 

53-)~7, R.t.M. l~7.;• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLA~URE OF THE STATE OF -MONT ANA= 

Section 1. Section 53-106o R.t.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-10&. Nu•ber plates. :(1) Every •otor vehlcle· whicl1 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall ·display both front and rear a number plate, bearing 

the distinctive nu•ber assigned such vehicle. Such nu•ber 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of •otor vehicles of the 

•otorcycle type, one for trailers, one for truckso one for 

dealers In vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters •MCD• or the letters •Mt• and the 

word "DEALERt• one for franchised dealers in new •otor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and u·sed 010tor cars 

(inc 1 ud i ng trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

T H I R D READING 

' 

LC 0602/Ql 

1 distinctive letter •o• o·r the word •DEALER,• one for dealers 

2 in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

3 which shall bear the distinctive letters •uD• or the letter 

4 •u• and the word "DEALER,• and one for dealers in trailers 

5 and/or se•itrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

b distinctive letters •DTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

1 •OEALERo• and all such •arkings for the afore•entioned kinds 

8 of dealers• plates shall be placed on the number plates 

9 assigned thereto in such position theredn as the registrar 

10 aay designate. All nu•ber ~lates for aotor vehicles shall be 

11 Issued for a •iniau• period of four years• provided that 

12 nuWiber plates shall next be issued· in the year 1976 and as 

13 often thereafter as is consistent with the provisions of 

14 this section, shall .bear a di stincttveo •arking, and shall ·be 

15 furnished by the state. In years when number plates are not 

16 issuedy the registrar shall provide nonra•ovable stickers 

11 bearing appropriate registration nu•bers which shall be 

18 affixed to the license plates in use. 

19 (21 In the case of motor cars and truckst number 

20 plates shall be of metal six inches wide and twelve inches 

21 in length, the number plates issued in the year 197b to be 

22 of a graphic design commeaorating the bicentennial of the 

23 founding of the United States of A•erica, and the word 

24 •Montana• with the year placed on the plate. For number 

25 plates issued after l97by the outline of the state of 

-z-
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Montana shall be used as a distinctiwe border on such 

license plateso and the ~ord •Montana• ~ith the year shall 

be placed across the bottoa of the plat&. Such registration 

plate shall tie treated .. ith a reflectorized background 

aaterial according to specifications prescribed by the 

registrar. *" Wban a oey plape js j§syedt ao additional fee 

of one dollar ($1.00) per year for each registration of a 

vehicle,shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue,fra. 

this fee shall be forwarded by the respective county 

treasurers to the state treasurer for deposit 'in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the earmarked revenue fund. 

Disburse.ants fro• the ~tor vehicle recording account shall 

be aade by warrant dr.wn by the registrar. The distinctive 

registration' nuabers shal 1 begin with a nuaber one (1) or 

with a letter-nuaber coabination such as •A t• or •AA 1,• or 

any other siailar coabination of letters and nuabers and be 

numbered consecutively for each series of plates. The 

distinctive registration nuaber or letter-nu•ber coabination 

assigned to the vehicle:shall appear on the plate preceded 

by the nuaber of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base lineo and the county 

nuaber shall be separated fr~ the distinctive registration 

nuaber by a separation mark unless a letter-number 

co•bination is used. The diaenslons of such nuaerals and 

letters shall be deterai~ by the registrar of actor 
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vehicles, provided that all county and registration nuabers 

shall be of equal height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exe~t motor vehicles, in 

addition to the aarkings herein providedo nu.ber plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive markinqs: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix nueber for the various 

state departaentso and all nuebered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the .. ords •st·ate Owned• and no year 

nuaber will be indicated thereon as these nu.bered plates 

"ill be of a permanent nature. and will ,be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such tiae when the physical 

condition of nuabered plates requires saee. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, •unicipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and eaployees thereof in 

line of duty as sucho and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of Montana, to. or 

owned byo the civil air patrol and used and operated by 

officials and eeployees thereof in the line of duty as such. 

there shall be placed on the nu•ber plates assigned thereto• 

in such position thereon as the registrar may designate. the 

letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT.• Distinctive registration 

nuebers for plates assigned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated vithin each of said counties shall 
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begin with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(4) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 

trailers, there shall appear the letter •r• or the word 

•TRUCK• for plates assigned to trucks and the letters •TR" 

or the word •TRAILER• for plates assigned to trailers, and 

housetrailers, and the letters •He• or the word "CYCLE" for 

plates assigned to vehicles of the motorcycle type. 

Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

or vehicle of the ·motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

a replacement passenger cart truck, trailer or motorcycle 

type vehicle. No (e<Jjst(atjon or license fe¢ may ae assessed 

ypon a transfer of a number plate yoder 53=146 and 53~147• 

(5) For the purpose of this acto the several counties 

of the state shall be assigned nusbers as follows: Silver 

Sow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; Lewis and 

Clark, 5; Gallatin• 6; Flathead. 7; Fergus, B; Powder Rivero 

9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, lli Hillo 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 

14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt• 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

Chouteau, 19; Valley, £0; Toolet 21; 

Musselshell, 23; olaine, 24; Madison, 

Richland, 27; Powell, ZB; Rosebud, 29; 

Big 

25; 

Deer 

Horn, 22i 

Pondera. 26; 

Lodge, 30; 

Teton. 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 
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Broadwater, 43; Wheatland. 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Parko 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

51; Wibauxo 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral• 54; Petroleum, 

55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

by the registrar of motor vehicles as they may be formed, 

beginn·;ng with the nuftber 57.• 

Section 2. Section 53-122• R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-122. Registration fees of motor vehicles 

registration and transfer thereof-- public owned vehicles 

exempt from license or registration fees --license or 

registration fees for trailers, house trailers, semitrailers 

and tractors providing for disposition of all fees. 

Registration or license fees shall be paid upon registration 

or reregistration of motor vehicles, trailers, house 

trailers, semitrailers and dealers in motor vehicles or 

trailers in accordance with this act, as follows: 

A11 d~alers in motor vehicles, a fee of thirty dollars 

(S30.00t: which shall entitle such dealer to two (2) sets of 

number plates. and five dollars (55.00) additional fee for 

each additional set of nu~ber plates up to six (b) sets, and 

two dollars (S2.00) additional fee for each additional set 

of nu~ber plates, as may be applied for; 

Dealers in motorcycles. trailers 

trailers, thirty dollars (530); 
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Motor vehicles, weighing twenty-eight hundred and fifty 

(2850) pounds, or under, other than motor trucks, five 

dollars (S5oOO); 

Motor vehicles, weighing over twenty-eight hundred and 

fifty (2850) pounds, other than motor trucks ten dollars 

(SlOoOO); 

Electrically driven passenger vehicles, ten dollars 

(SlOoOO); 

All motorcycles, two dollars (S2o00); 

Tractors andtor trucks, ten dollars (SlOoOO); 

Buses shall be classed as motor trucks and licensed 

accordingly; 

Trailers and semitrailers less than two thousand five 

hundred (2,500) pounds •axi~m gross loaded weight and house 

trailers of all weights, two dollars ($2.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over two thousand five 

hundred (2•500) up to six thousand (b,OOO) pounds maximum 

gross loaded weight, except house trailers, five dollars 

(55.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over six thousand (b,OOO) 

pounds maxi~a gross loaded weight, ten dollars (SlO.OO); 

Trailers used exclusively in the transportation of logs 

in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas well 

machinery, road machinery and bridge material exclusively, 

new and secondhand, and trailers used exclusively for the 
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transportation of road machinery and bridge materials, shall 

pay a fee of fifteen dollars (S15o00) annually, regardless 

of size or capacity. 

All rates to be twent·y-five per cent [25%) higher for 

motor vehicles, trailers and semitrailers, when not equippeo 

with pneumatic tires. 

Bicycles with motor attachment, one dollar (Sl.OO); 

Tractors, as specified in this section, shall eean any 

motor vehicle, except 

trailer or semitrailer. 

If any dealer, 

passenger cars 

or motor vehicle, 

used for towing a 

house trailer, 

trailer, or semitrailer is originally·registered six (b) 

months after the ti.a of registration as set by lav, the 

registration or license fee for the remainder of such year 

shall be one-half (1/2) of the regular fee above given. 

A dealer in motor vehicles or trailers who shall 

maintain more than on~ (1) place of business or who shall 

maintain any branch establishment or estaolishments. must 

register and pay a registration or license fee for each such 

place of business or establishment. 

A registered dealer, who may sell or dispose of his 

entire business to any other person, may have his 

certificate of registration transferred to such purchaser 

upon filing with the registrar of motor vehicles a statement 

containing the name of the registered dealer, the number 

-8-
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under which such dealer is registered• the name of the 

purchaser. and the location of the place of business so 

sold. Upon the filing of such statement, accompanied by a 

filing fee of two dollars ($2.00)• the registrar of motor 

vehicles shall note upon the registration record of such 

dealer the change of ownership. But no certificate of 

registration can be transferred unless the entire business 

of the dealer holding such certificate of registration be 

sold and disposed ofo and no such certificate of 

registration can be transferred to any person other than the 

purchasers of such business. 

The provisions of this act with respect to·the payment 

of registration fees shall not apply to or be binding upon 

motor vehicles. trailers or seaitrailers or tractors owned 

or controlled by the United States of America or any state• 

county or city,·but in all other respects the provisions of 

this act shall be applicable to and binding upon aotor 

vehicles, tractors, trailers• and semitrailers. 

The provisions of this sectjon relating to the payment 

Qf regjstLatlQo_ fees dg_ not apply when number plates are 

transferred t2 a replaceaent yghjC!e under 53-106(41. 

2l=llh...aruL2l=ll.h 

All fees. other than license feeso unless otherwise 

specifically provided• shall hereafter be deposited in, and 

paid intoo the earmarked revenue fund and shall be used to 

-9-

• 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0602JQ1 

pay all salaries. operating expenses, and all other expenses 

of the department of the registrar of aotor vehicles. 

including the manufacturer and delivery of license plates. 

Any reference in this code to the motor vehicle recording 

fund or the motor vehicle administration fund shall be taken 

to •ean the motor vehicle recording account in the earmarked 

revenue fund.• 

Section 3. Section 53-146o R.c.M. l941o is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•53-146• Transfer of license plates to another actor 

vehicle. Should the transferor make application for the 

registration of another motor vehicle at any time during the 

remainder of the current registration year as shown on: the 

ori<JiDal Cettifjcate .of regist:rat;lon, he may file an 

application, in the office of the county treasurer where the 

motor vehicle is taxable, upon a form to be prepared and 

furnished by the registrar of motor vehicles, accompanied by 

the original certificate of registration, for the transfer 

of the license plates. The application for transfer of the 

license plates from the motor vehicle·for which originally 

issued to a motor vehicle acquired by the same person in 

whose na01e the original license plates were issued shall be 

made within ten (10) days from date of acquiring the 

vehicle. The use of the license plates shall not be 

legalized until proper transfer of license plates has been 

-to-
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aade.• (SIO)o plus one dollar (Sl) for each additional day in which 

2 Section 4. SectiDn 53-147o R.c.H. 1947, is a.ended to 2 the vehicle remains unregistered, not to exceed twenty-five 

3 read as follows: 3 dollars (S251• The penalty shall be collected by the county 

4 •53-147. New registration required for transferred 4 treasurer at the time of registration, and shall be in 

5 vehicle.,-qrace period--penalty--display of proof of 5 addition to the fees otherwise provided by law.• 

b purchase. Except as otherwise provided herein, the new owner -End-

7 of the transferred aotor vehicle shall have the grace period 

8 of ten (10) days fro• the date of purchase to make 

9 appl !cation and pay the ~-t+on--~-attd .taxes as 

10 provided by section 53-l14o as if the sa•e was being 

11 registered for the first time in that registration year~ 

12 and, provided the •otor vehicle was not purchased from a 

13 duly licensed •otor vehicle dealer as provided in this 

14 chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter or any 

15 other law for the purchaser to operate the vehicle upon the 

16 streets and highways of this state without a certificate of 

17 registration during the ten (10) day period; provided, 

18 howevero that at all ti•es during that period a bill of sale 

19 or other proof of purchase reciting the date of purchase 

20 shall be clearly displayed in the rear window of the motor 

21 veMcle at all ti-s. .&egjstrat!og and 1 ictinse feeS 

22 collected under 53=122 are -not reqUired to be paid wben a 

23 I i,ense g]at,w is transferred under this section and 53-146. 

24 Failure to •ake application within the time provided herein 

25 shall subject the purchaser to a penalty of ten dollars 
\ 
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StNATt BILL NO. 312 

INTRODUCED BY GRAHAM 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

kEGISrKATION FEES AND THE REFLECTORIZATION fEE ASSESSED UPON 

HOTUR VEHICLES BEING REGISTERED OR REREGISTERED DO NOT APPLY 

IN Tnt EVENT A HUMBER PLATE IS TRANSFERRED TO A REPLACEMENT 

YEHlCL~; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-106, 53-11.2, 53-1~6, AND 

53-1~7, RoCoHo 19~7." 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-106, R.C.H. 19~7, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-106. Nu•ber plates. (l) Every •otor vehicle which 

shall ~e driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a number plate, bearinq 

the distinctive nu~ber assianed such vehicle. Such number 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

motor carso one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

~otorcycle type. one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters •Hco• or the letters •Me• and the 

word "0EAL':P 0 " ooe for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(incl~dinq trucks and trailers) or new 3nd used motor cars 

( inclc~.:Jinq trucks and trailers) wnich shall bear the 
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distinctive letter •o• or the word "OEALERo" one for dealers 

in ~szd motor cars only (includino used trucks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the letter 

•u• and the word •DEALER,• and one for dealers in trailers 

andfor seMitrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters •oTR• or the letters •TR• and the word 

"OEALEko• and all such markings for the aforementioned kinds 

of dealers• plates shall be placed on the nuaber plates 

assi~ned th~~eto in such pnsition th~reo~ as th~ re~i~trar 

may designate. All nu•ber plates for •otor vehicles shall be 

issued for a Miniau• period of four years, provided that 

nu•ber plates shall next be issued in the year 1916 and as 

often thereafter as is consistent with the provisions of 

this section, shall bear a distinctive marking, and shall be 

furnished by the state. In years when number plates are not 

issued, the registrar shall provide nonre~vable stickers 

bearing appropriate registration numbers which shall be 

affixe~ to the license plates in use. 

(LI In the case of motor cars and trucks, number 

platds shall be of netal si~ inches wide and twelve inches 

in l•njtho the number plates issued in the year 1916 to be 

of a graphic design commemorating the bicentennial of the 

foundin~ of the United States of America, ana the word 

"Montana" wit~ the year placed on the plate. for number 

plates issued after 1976, the outline ot the state of 
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~ontand snail be used as a distinctive borde~ on such 

license plates, and the wo~d •Montana• with the yea~ shall 

be placed across the oottom of the plate. Such ~e~istration 

plate shall be treated with a ~eflecto~ized background 

mate~ial acco~ding to specifications p~escribed by the 

~eqistra~. ~ When a new~ js jssyedt ~ additional fee 

of one dollar (51.00) pe~ yea~ for each ~egist~ation of a 

vehicle shall be added to the registration fee. Revenue from 

this fee shall be fo~warded by the ~espective county 

treasu~e~s to the state treasu~er fo~ deposit in the aotor 

vehicle recording account of the earaa~ked revenue fund. 

Oisbu~sements f~a. the aoto~ vehicle reco~ding account shall 

be made by wa~~ant d~awn by the registra~. fhe distinctive 

registration numbe~s shall begin with a number one (11 o~ 

with a letter-nu~e~ combination such as •A 1• o~ •AA 1,• or 

any othe~ si~ila~ coabination of lette~s and numbers and be 

numJered consecutively fo~ each se~ies of plates. The 

distinctive ~egist~ation number o~ lette~-nuaber combination 

assigned to the vehicle shall appear on tne plate oreceded 

by the number of the county and appearing in horizontal 

order on the same horizontal base line, and the county 

number shall be separated from the distinctive 

numt>e~ by a separation mark unless a 

comoination is used. The dilllensions of such 

registration 

letter-nu11ber 

numerals and 

letter,. shall be determined by the registrar of motor 
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vehicles, p~ovided that all county and ~egistration numbers 

snall be of equal height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exempt eotor vehicles, in 

a~dition to the aarkings herein provided, number plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive markin~s: 

~or vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 

vehicles may designate the prefix nueber for the va~ious 

state departaentso and all nuebered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •state Ownedu dnd no year 

nuMber will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be of a permanent nature, and will be ~eplaced by the 

~egistrar of .otor vehicles at such ti.e when the physical 

condition of nu~ered plates requires same. Fo~ vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities and school districts 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

line of duty as such, and for vehicles on loan from the 

United States government or the state of ~ontana, to, or 

owned by, the civil air patrol and used and ope~ated by 

officials and employees the~eof in the line of duty as such, 

there shall be placed on the number plates assigned thereto• 

in such position thereon as the reqist~ar may designate, the 

letter •x• or the word •EXEMPT.• Distinctive registration 

numbers for plates assiqned to motor vehicles of each of the 

counties in the state and those of the municipalities and 

school districts situated within each of said counties shall 
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begin with nuabe~ 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(4) On .-.11 nulllbe~ plates assigned to •otor vehicles of 

the t~uck and t~aile~ typeo other than tax-exeapt t~ucks and 

t~ailers, the~e shall appear the letter "T• o~ the wo~d 

•TRUC(" for plates assigned to t~ucks and the letters •TR• 

o~ the word "TRAILER• fo~ plates assigned to t~ailers, and 

hou~etrailers, and the letters ~Me• o~ the word •cYCLE• fo~ 

plates assigned to vehicles of the •otorcycle type. 

~umbe~ plates issued to a passenger cart t~uck, traile~ 

o~ vehicle of the •otorcycle type •ay be transferred only to 

a replace.ent passenger ca~• truck, trailer o~ ~otorcycle 

type ~ehicle. No registration or license tee •ay be assessed 

~d-tLansfer of a nuftbec ~late-U~ 53-146 anQ_53-14J. 

(5) For the purpose of this act, the several counties 

ot the state shall be assigned numbers as follows: Silver 

Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Missoula, 4; lewis and 

Clark, 5; &allatin, 6; flathead, 7; Fe~guso 6; Powder River, 

'li Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill• 12.; Ravalli, 13; C.ust~r. 

14; Lake• 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt• 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

Cnouteau, 19; \Ialley, 20; Toole, 21; 

Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 2.4; Madison, 

biQ 

25; 

Horn• 22.; 

Ponder<,. 26; 

kichland, 27; Powello 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer lodue. 30; 

Teton, 31; ~tillwater, 32; lreasureo 33; ~heridan, 34; 

~dn~er~, 35; Judith Basjn, 36; Daniels, 11; ~lacier. 38; 

f-allou., 3-9i S-"'ePt Gr-1s~-. 40; McCone, 41; (.,;;.rter. 4Z; 

_.,_ sa 31? 
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Broad~ater, 43; Wheatland, 44; P~ai~ieo 45; Graniteo ~; 

Meagher. 47; Liberty, 48; Pa~k• 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

,1; ~ioaux, 52; Golden Valley, 51; Mineral, 54; Pet~oleu•• 

55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned nu.ners 

~Y the ~egistrar of motor vehicles as they aay be foraedo 

beginning ~ith the nu~er 57.• 

Section 2. Section 53-12Zo R.C.M. 1947, is a~nded to 

read 3S follows: 

•53-122. Registration fees of .otor vehicles 

registration and t~ansfer the~eof-- public ONned Yehicles 

exeapt f~oR license or ~egistration fees --license or 

regist~ation fees for trailers, house traile~s. se•itrailars 

and tractors providing for disposition of all fees. 

Registration or license fees shall be paid upon regist~ation 

or reregistration of moto~ vehicles, t~ailers, house 

trailers, semitrailers and dealers in •otor vehicles or 

trailers in accordance with this acto as follows: 

All dealers in Motor vehicles, a fee of thirty dollars 

(530.00): which shall entitle such dealer to two (2) sets of 

number plates, and five dollars (S5.00) additional fee for 

each additional set of number plates up to six {6) sets, and 

two dolla~s (52.00) additional fee for each additional set 

of number plates, as ...,y be applied for; 

Dealers in motorcycles, traile~s 

trailers, thirty dollars (S30); 

-b-
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~otor vehicles, wei1hinq twenty-eight hundred and fifty 

(2850~ pounds, or under, other than motor trucks, five 

dollars (55.00); 

xotor vehicles, weighing over twenty-eight hundred and 

fifty (2850) pounds, other than motor trucks ten dollars 

($10.00); 

Electrically driven passenger vehicles. ten dollars 

($10.00); 

All .otorcycles, two dollars (Sl.OO); 

Tractors and/or trucks, ten dollars IS10.00)i 

Buses shall be classed as .otor trucks and licensed 

acco~dingly; 

Trailers and se.itrailers less than two thousand five 

hundred (2:,500) pounds •axi.u• gross loaded weight and house 

trailers of all weightso two dollars (S2oOO); 

Trailers and se•itrailers over two thousand five 

hundred (Zt500) up to six thousand (6,000) pounds aaxi.um 

gross loaded weighto except house trailers, five dollars 

(S5.00); 

Trailers and semitrailers over six thousand (6oOOO) 

pounds maximum gross loaded weighto ten dollars ($10.00); 

rrai lers used exclusively in the transportat_ion of logs 

in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas well 

~achi~ery, road machinery and b~idge material exclusively, 

new ~nd secondhand, and trailers used exclusively for the 
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transportation of road aachinery and bridge materials, shall 

pay a fee of fifteen dollars (S15.00J annually, regardless 

of siLe or capacity. 

All rates to be twenty-five per cent (Z5~J higher for 

motor vehicles, trailers and semitrailers, when not equipped 

with pneuaatic tires. 

tH_cycles with •otor attachment• one dollar ($1.00); 

rractorso as specified in this section, shall .ean any 

motor vehicle, except passenger cars used for towing a 

trailer or se•itrailer. 

If any dealer, or •otor vehicle• house trailer, 

trailer, or se•itrailer is originally registered six (6) 

months after the ti8e of registration as set by law, the 

registration or license fee for the remainder of such year 

shall be one-half (1/ZJ of the regular fee above given. 

A dealer in motor vehicles or trailers who shall 

maintain more than one (1) place of business or who shall 

maintdin any branch establishment or establishments, MUst 

register and pay a registration or 1 icense fee for each such 

place of business or establishment. 

A registered dealer, who may sell or dispose of his 

entirP. business to any other persono lllaY have his 

certificate of registration transfe~red to such purchaser 

upon fjling with the registrar of aotor vehicles a statement 

containing the name of the registered dealer, the nu8ber 
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under which such dealer is registered. the name of the 

purchaser, and the location of the place of business so 

sold. Upon the tiling of such statement, accompanied by a 

filing fee of two dollars ($2.001• the registrar of motor 

vehicles shall note upon the registration record of such 

dealer the change of ownership. But no certificate of 

registration can be transferred unless the entire business 

of the dealer holding such certificate of registration be 

sold and disposed of, and no such certificate of 

registration can be transferred to any person other than the 

purchasers of such business. 

lhe provisions of this act with respect to the payaent 

of registration fees shall not apply to or be binding upon 

motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers or tractors owned 

or controlled by the United States of A~rica or any state, 

county or city, but in all other respects the provisions of 

this act shall be applicable to and binding upon •otor 

vehicles, tractors, trailers, and se•itrailers. 

roe proyjsjons of tbis sectjgo relating to~--PA~ 

gf__Legjstratjoa__fe~s do ogt apply when oumoer plates arn 

~terred to a replace•ent yehjcle _u~---21=~L 

2.1:: lit!" and -U=.lil.o. 

All fees, other than 1 icense fees, unless otherwise 

specitically provided, shall hereafter be deposited in, and 

paid into, the earmarked r~venue fund and shall oe used to 
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pay all salaries, operating expenses, and all other expenses 

of ti-o·~ departlllCnt of the reqi strar of •otor vehicles, 

including the manufacturer and delivery of license plates. 

Any reference in this code to the •otor vehicle recording 

fund or the motor vehicle administration fund shall be taken 

to •ean the ~otor vehicle recording account in the earmarked 

revenue fund.• 

Section 3. Section 53-1~6. R.c.H. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1~1.>. Transfer of license plates to another •otor 

vehicle. Should the transferor Make application for the 

registration of another •otor vehicle at any time during the 

re•ainder of the current registration year as shown gp the 

original_ certificate of registration, he .ay file an 

application, in the office of the county treasurer Mhere the 

motor VPhicle is taxable, upon a form to be prepared and 

furnished by the registrar of MOtor vehicles, accoMpanied by 

the original certificate of registration, for the transfer 

of th~ license plates. The application for transfer of the 

license plates fro• the Motor vehicle for which originally 

issued to a ~otor vehicle acquired by the same person in 

whose na~e the oriqinal license plates were issued shall be 

mad~ ~ithin ten (101 days from date of acquirinq the 

vehicle. The use of the license plates shall not be 

legalized until proper transfer of license plates has been 

-10- s~ 312 
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made.• 

~ection 'to Section 53-1~7. R.c.K. 19~7, is amended to 

~ead os follows: 

·~3-1~7. New registration ~equired fo~ t~ansferred 

vehicle -- g~ace period -- penalty--display of p~oof of 

purchase. Except as otherwise p~ovided he~ein, the new owner 

of the transfe~red noto~ vehicle shall have the grace period 

of ten (101 days from the date of purchase to make 

application and pay 

provided by section 

registered for the 

the ¥~~e~+oft--~-8ftd taxes as 

53-114o as if the same was being 

first ti.a in that registration yearo 

12 and, provided the •otor vehicle vas not purchased from a 

13 duly licensed •otor vehicle dealer as provided in this 

14 chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter or any 

15 other law for the purch~ser to operate the vehicle upon the 

16 streets and highways of this state without a certificate of 

11 reqist~ation during the ten (10) day period; provided, 

1H however, that at all times during that period a bill of sale 

19 or other proof of purchase reciting the date of purchase 

20 shall be clearly displayed in the rear window of the motor 

21 vehicle at all tiMes. Begjstratjoo and ~~ fees 

22 ~Qile~ under 53-122 are opt requi~to be pajg when a 

23 ~~se plate js transferred unger tbjs section and 53~ 

24 failure to •ake application within the tiMe provided herein 

25 shall subject the purchaser to a penalty of ten dollars 
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($lO)t plus one dollar (51) for each additional day In which 

the venicle re•alns unregistered, not to exceed twenty-five 

dollars ($2~1• The penalty shall be collected by the county 

treasurer at the time of re~istrationt and shall be in 

addition to the fees otherwise provided by law.• 

-End-
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