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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *™aN ACT TO AMEND THE MONTANR
BHYIROKMENTAL POLICY ACT 1TC SBRCIPY THAT THE ACT DOFS ROT
EXPARD THE SUBSTANTIVE DECISICN-MAKING RAUTHORITY OF STATE
AGENCTFES; TELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT AN ENVIRONMEUTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT BF PREPARED OF BULES AND LEGISLATION;
AUTHORIZING THE ENVIRONEENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL TO REVIEW
LEGiSlnTICN AND ADVISE TEE LEGISLATURE oF FOTENTIAL
ENVIRORMENTAL IMPACTS;:; HREQUIRING STATE AGENCIES TO HOLD A
PUBLIC B®EARING CN & PROPOSED BRULE TUNDEE THE MONTARA
ACMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT WHEF IT HAS BEEN DETERMIMNED
THAT THE PROPOSED RULE ®OOLD CONSTITUIE A MAJCR STATE
ACTION HAVING A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE HGMAN ENVIRCNMENT;

AND AMENDING SECTION 63-6504, R.C.M. 1947.%

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATGBRE CF THE STATE CF MONTANA:
Section 1. Sectiocon 69-6504, R.C.K. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:
n6E9—6504, Genmeral directions tc state agencies. The
legislative assembly authorizes ard directs that, tc the
fullest extent possible.

(a) The vpolicies, regulaticns, and laws of the state
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shall be interpreted and adesimistered in accordance with the
policies set forth in this act, and

{b} all agencies of the state shall

{1} atilize a systematic, interdisciplinary approach
wvhich will insure +the integrated use of the natural and
social sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decision making which may have an impact on
Ban's envircneent;

{2) identify and develop methods and procedures, vwhich
¥ill insure that ©preseertly unquantified envirensental
asenities and values may be given appropriate consideraticn
in decision w®aking along with economic and technical
considerations;

{3) include in every recossendation cor Treport on
proposals for projects, prograas, l}egislatier and other

major actions of state govermment sigpificantly affecting

the quality of the huwan environsent, excliuding legislation

and rules adopted under_the Montana Administrative Frocedure

Act, a detailed statement on—
{i}y the envirormental iwpact of the proposed actiony

as_jit relates to the authority of an agency to _make a__fipal

decisiecn under _the _express _proyisicns__of _the statute

adeinistered by the_agency;

{ii} any adverse envirormental effects which cannot be

avoided should the proposal be iwplementedy;
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{iii) alternatives to the proposed actiony that the

agency _has been gives the express authority to consider

ander the law_adsinistered by the agency;

(i*) the relationship between local sheort-ters uses of
man's environment and the wmaintenance and enhancesent of
long-term productivityy; ard

{v) any irreversible and irretrievable compitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed acticn
should it be implementedw;

{vi} the economic costs_and benefits;

dvii) the effects on local apnd state services;

{¥iij) the effects on_aqricniture; and

(ix} the effects on public health and safety,

Prior to making any detailed statement, the respomsible

state cfficial shall consult with and obtain the comments of
any state agency which has jurisdiction by law or special
expertise with respect to any environmental impact involvea,
Copies of such statement and the comments and views of the
appropriate state, federal, and local agenrcies, which are
authorized to develop and enforce environmental standards,
shall be made available to the governor, the envircnmental
guality council and to the pablic, and shall accoapany the
proposal through the existing agency review processes.

{8} _adopt procedural rules corcerning the circulation,

content, review, and receipt of comwments_on_environmeptal
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impact_statements prepared_pnder this act;

{5} _make a fipal decision om an action__for _which__an

environmental jimpact statement bhas been_prepared, based only

on__the express_ _decisiop-—saking authority qranted to the

agency__under _the specific _statute administered__ty _the

agency;
+49-4{6) study, develop, and describe approgriate

alternatives to recoamend courses of action in any rreposal
which involves unresolved copflicts ccmcerning alternative
uses of available resourcesj

+45+{7y recognize the national and lcng-range character
of environaental probless and, where consistent with the
policies of the state, lend appropriate support to
initiatives, resolutions, and programs designed to maximize
national co-cperatior in anticipating and preventing a
decline ip the quality of sankind?s wecrld envirconment;

46} (B} wake available to counties, wmuoricipalities,
institotions, and individuvals, advice and informaticn useful
in restoring, maintaining, and enkancing the guality cf the
environaent;

+#{9) initiate and utilize ecological inforamaticn in
the planning and development of resource-criented projects;
and

48410} assist the enviroamental guality council

established by section 8 [69-65087] of this act.
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fc}__Nothimg _in this act _reguires ap_agency to_prepaxe

an enviropmental impact statemept on_  rules _proposed _for

adopticn_ under the Mootana _Administrative Procedure Act.

Bowever, where a proposed rnle does, ip the opinicn cf the

I+

agency, constitute a major state action_having a sigpificampt

impact on the heman enviropmepnt, the agemcy shall schedule_a

public hearing op the proposed rule under the provisions of

the Montapa Administrative_ Procedure Act, _In _schedunlin a

=1

hearing, _the agency shall prepare a written descripticn an

justification for the _proposed rule and make this

information _available to _the _governor, the enviroanmental

qualiry council, persons whc have requested _ap__opportunity

to__comment on__environmental impact _statements, cther

affected _state and federal aqencies_as_described in this

act, +the administrative code committee, and apy other

interested person,

A4} _Nothing _im this act reguires a state agency to

prepare_an epvironmental _impact statement on__legislatice

proposed by _an_ _adency. _The environmental guality council

all review all leqislation introduced and nake

2

recommepdaticns consistent with the policies established in

this act to_the committees of the legislature,™

-End-
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hpproved by Committee
on Natura) Resources

1 BLkL no.-EhQ:E:— 1 shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the

2 INTRODOCED BY 2 W y 2 policies set forth in this act, and

3 BY REBQUEST OF THE ADNINISTRA 2 CODE COMEITT 3 {b) all agencies of the state shall
» J;L ¢ 4 {1) nutilize a systematic, interdisciplinary approach

5 L BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AW ACT TO ANEND THE BOETANA 5 which will insure the integrated use of the patural and

6 ENYIRONMENTAL POLICY aCT TO SPECIPY THAT THE ACT DOES NOT 6 social scleaces and the environmental design arts in

7 EIPARD THE SUBSTANTIYE DECISION-MAKING AUTREORIZY OF STATE 7 planning and in decisior saking which way have an impact on

8 AGENCIES:; DELERTING THE HEQUIRENEAT TEAT AN EBVIEONMEBMTAL 8 man's epvircnment;

9 IMPACT STATRAENT BE PREPARED ON RULES AND LBGISLATICH; 9 (2) identify and develop methcds and procedures, whick
10 AUTAGRIZING THE ENYIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUSCIL TO REYIEW 10 will insure that presently unquantified environmental
AR LPGISLATIOR AND ADVISE TEHE LEGISLATURE oF POTBRTIAL 11 amenities and values may be given appropriate consideraticen
12 ESVIRORNESTAL INPACTS; REQUIRING STATE AGENCIES TC BOLD A 12 in decision saking along with ecopomic apd technical
13 POBLIC HEARING O¥ A PROPOSED ROLE D¥DER THE BONTANA 13 considerations;

14 ADMINISTRATIYE PROCEDORR ACT WHEE IT HAS BERE DETERATNED 14 {3} include in every recommendation or report on

15 THEAT THE PROPOSED ROLE WOULD COMSTITUTE 1 HAJOR STATE 15 proposals for projects, prograss, d{egislasiea and other
16 ACTION HAVING A SIGNIPICANT IRPACT ON THE HOMAS ENVIRCNEENT; 16 major actions of state governsent significantly affecting
17 ANC AMPNDING SEBCTION 69-6508, R.C.H., 1947." 17 the gquality of the human environment, excludimg__legislation
18 18 apd rules adopted npder the Montana Administrative Procedure
19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TRE STATE OF MOWTAMA: 19 Act, a detajled statement on—

20 Section t. Section 69-6508, R.C.%. 1987, is asended to 20 {i) the environmental iwmpact of the proposed actiony
21 read as follows: 21 as it relates to the apthority of ap agency to pake a__fipal
22 "60.-6504., General directions tc state agemcies. The 22 decision under _the express provjsions__of _the statute

23 legislative assembly authorizes and directs that, tc the 23 adminjistered by the agency;

24 fullest extent possible. 24 (1i) any adverse epvironmental effects which cannot te
25 {a) The policies, regulations, and lavs of the state 25 avoided should the proposal be implesentedy;
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(iii) alternatives to +the proposed actiony that the
C been_give he _ex £ __authorjit to__consjde
the_la dai d the agsacy;

{iv) the relationship between local short-term uses of
man's environment and the maintenance and enhancement of
long—tera productivityy; and

(v} any irreversible and irretrievable ccmamitments of
resources which wounld be involved in the proposed action
should it be implesentedw;

¥ ke +] (] [} i

e .
nlture; apd
he t. blic lth and safe

Prior to making any detajled statement, the respomsible
state official shall consult with and obtain the copmeats of
any state agency vwhich kas jurisdictionm by law or special
expertise with respect to any environmental impact invelved,
Copies of such statement and the comments and views of the
appropriate state, <federal, and local agencies, which are
anthorized to develop and enforce environmental standards,
shall be =zade available to the governor, the envircnseatal
quality council and to the public, and shall accospany the
proposal through the existing agency reviev processes.

] adopt procedgral rules concerning the circulatjon,
content, review, and cgeceipt of coasents _on_enviropsental
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impact_statements_pre 1] th ct3
5 nake final dec on_o n_acki fo whic a

enyiro ntal tatewent has bee repared, based oply

on__the expresg decisicp-—makiag agthorjty granted to the
agenc d t ec) £i statute adsinist by _the
agen H

- {6) study, develop, and describe appropriate
alternatives to recossend courses of actiom in any proposal
which involves wunresolved conflicts concerning alternative
uses of available resources;

48$){7} recognize the natiosal and long-ramge character
of environaental probless and, where consistent with the
policies of the state, lend appropriate support to
initiatives, resolutions, and prograss designed to aaxisize
national co-operationm in anticipating and preventing a
decline im the guality of sankisd®s world environment;

46318} wmake available to couanties, nunicipalities,
institutions, and ipndivideals, advice and information useful
in restoring, saintaining, and enhancing the guality cf the
environsent;

+4%)-{9) initiate and atilize ecological inforaatice ip
the planning and developsent of resource-oriented projects;
and

484110) assist the environmental quality council

established by sectionm 8 [69-6508] of this act.
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{c) Hothingq in this act reguires an_agency tc_prepage

an _enyiropsental impact _stategpent on _rules proposed _for
adoption uander the Mootana Adminjistrative Procedure Act,
Bovever, where a proposed ruje does, ip the opiniop_ of__the

agency, congtitute a wajor state actiorn havipg a sigpificant
impact op the human enviropmept, the agency shall schedule_ a

public__hearing on the propoged rule nnder the provisions of
the Montana Adpinistratiye Procedyre act. In_  schedulipg a
hearing, _the a2gency shall prepate a written descyirtiop and

justification _for _the proposed rule apd pake this

inforwmation _available to the governor, the enviponmental

gyality council, persoms who have ragquested an_ _opportunity

£t0_ _comment on_enviromnmental iapact _statesents ther

affected state apd federal agencies as described in this

act, the adwinistrative code_ cosmittee, and amny _other

interested person,

(d) ¥othimg im this act requires a state agency_to

repar n_enviropmental _impact statement on__legislation

cposed b an__agenc The environaepta sality counci

shall review all legislation introduced apd nake

recommendations consistent with the poljcies established in

this act to_the committess of the legislature,"

—End-
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J ﬂyn ro. B2

INTRODUCED BY g M"Q/\ —

Q EY REQUEST OF THE ADMINISTRATIFE CODE COMMITT

Birned

A BILL FOR AN ACT EBNTITLED: ™AW ACT TO AMEND THE PRBONTANA

ENVIRONNENTAL POLICY ACT TO SPECIFY THAT THE ACT DOES XOT
EXPARD THE SUBSTANTIVE DECISTON-MAKING AUTHORITY OF STATE
AGENCTYES:; DELETIRG THE BBQUIBB!E!T THAT AN ENVIBONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT BE PREPARED OF RULES AND LEGISLATION;
AUTHORIZING THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COURCIL TO REVIEW
LPGISLATICN AND ADVISE THE LEGISLATURE OF FOTENTIAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS; REQUIRING STATE AGENCIES TO 80LD A
POBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSED RULE OUHNDER THE HONTANA
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT WHEN IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED
THAT THE PROPOSED RUOLE WOULD CONSTITUIRE A #AJOR STATE
ACTION HAVING A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE HUMAW ENVIEONMENT;

AND AMENDING SECTION 69-6504, R.C.H, 1947.%

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATORE CF THE STATE OF MONWNTANA:
Section 1. Section 69-6504, F.C.HM, 1347, is amended to
read as follows:
"69-6504. General directions tc state agencies. The
legislative assembly authorizes and directs that, to the
fullest extent possible,

{a} The ©policies, regulations, and laws of the state

THIRD READING
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shall be interpreted and adesinistered in accordance with the
policies set forth im this act, and

by all agencies of the state shall

{1) utilize a systesmatic, intetdisciplinar} approach
which will insure the integrated use of the natural and
social sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decision saking which may bhave an impact on
man's environsent;

{2y identify and develop methods and procedures, which
will insure that preseetly unguantified environmental
amenities and values wmay be given appropriate consideration
in decision waking along with economic and technical
considerations;

{3) 1iaclude in every recommendation or report on
proposals for projects, prograss, Zlegislaties and other
sajor actions of state goveroment sigrificantly affecting

the gquality of the human environsent, excluding legislation

and rules adopted under the Hontama Adeinistrative Procedure

Act, a detailed statement on—
{i} the envirosmental iwmpact of the proposed actiony

as_it relates to the authority of an agency to_make a_ final

decision under _the _express _provisions__of _the  statute

adeinistered by the agercy;

{ii) any adverse environmental effects which cannoct te

avoided should the proposal be ieplementedy;

-2
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{iti) alternatives to the proposed actiony that the

(iv} the relationship between local short-tera uses of
man's epyironaent and the maintenance and enhancement of
long-ters productivityy; and

{¥) any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
resources which would be inpvolved iy the proposed action

should it be implementedw;

L 4 €_gco ic cogts and bone H
fvji) the effects on local and state services;
¥ he effect icnlture; and

(ix) the effects on publjc health apnd safety,

Prior to aaking any detailed statement, the respousible
state official shall consult with and obtain the compments of
any state agency which has jurisdiction by law or special
expertise with respect to any eavironmental impact involved,
Copies of such stateaent and the coaments and views of the
appropriate state, federal, and local agencies, which are
authorized to develop and enforce environsental staadards,
shall be nmade available to the governor, the environsental
quality council ampd to the public, aand shall accompany the
proposal through the existing agency review processes.

(81 __adopt Procedural rules copcerning the circulatijop,
coptent, _review, and ipt of comments on enviropgental

-3
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impact statements prepared eplgr this act;
dec »_actj 5 hic)
enyifonsertal jspact stategemt bas beep prepared, based only
on__the _erxpress igio k agthors apted ke
e i tatute administered _by _the
agencys

44)16) study, develop, and describe appropriate
alternatives to recommend courses of action in any rroposal
which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative
uses of available resources;

-{5)({7] recognize the mnational and long-range character
of environmental probless and, where counsistent with the
policies of the state, lend appropriate support to
initiatives, resolutions, and prograss designed to wmaximize
national co-operation in anticipating and@ preventing a
decline in the guality of iankind's world envircnaent;

46318) make available to counties, municipalities,
institutions, and individuals, advice and information useful
in restoring, maintaining, amd enrhancing the guality cf the
environment;

+4¥)-{9] initiate and utilize ecolcgical informaticn in
the plarning and development of rescurce-oriented projects:
and

+8%(10) assist the epvironmental quality couneil

established by section 8 [69-6508] of this act.
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{c} _Bothing _in this act_requires ap_agency toc_prepage
an enviropmental impact statemsent _on gxules proposed _for
adoption__under_ _the Mostan Administrative Proceduare Act,

However, where a proposed rule dJoes, in the opimion__of _the

agency, constitute a sajor state action having a sigpjificapt

ispact on_the hugman epviropment, the agepncy shkall schedale a
public hearing on the proposed pule under_the provisions of

the_Moptana 2dmipistrative Procedpre_ack, _In _scheduling_ _a
bhearing, _ths agepcy shall prepare a written description apd

justificatiop for the proposed rule _aad make this

information_ _available to the governor, the envifonmental

guality council, persons who have reguested ap__opportunity

to  comment on_ environsental impact stateaments, cther

affected _state apd federal agercies as described ip this

act, the adsipistrative code coamittee, and _apy _other

intezested person,
(4) _Wotking _im_ this _act reqeires a state agency to
prepare_an envircnmental _impact statement on_ _legislation

proposed by an__aqency. The enyironmental guality gouncil

shall review all legislaticn introdaced apd aake

recoamendations__consistent with the policies established in

this act to the committees of the legislature.™

—-End-
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 6, 1977 -

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 302

1. Amend page 1, title, line 6.

Following: "ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT"

Strike: "TO SPECIFY THAT THE ACT DOES NOT EXPAND THE SUBSTANTIVE
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY OF STATE AGENCIES;"

2. Amend page 2, section 1, subsection (3) (i), line 20.

Following: "action"

Strike: "7 as it relates to the authority of an agency to make a
final decision under the express provisions of the statute
administered by the agency"

3. Amend page 3, section 1, subsection (3) (iii), line 1.

Following: "action"

Strike: "7 that the agency has been given the express authority to
consider under the law administered by the agency"

4. Amend page 3, section 1, subsection (3) (ix), line 23.

Following: 1line 23

Insert: "A consultive agency or agency with special expertise
participating in an envirohmental impact statement may
not make findings or recommendations beyond the express -
provisions of the statutes administered by the agency."

5. Amend page 4, section 1, subsection (5).
Strike: subsection (5) in its eritirety
Renumber: subsequent sections.

6. Amend page 4, section 1, line 25.

Following: line 25

Insert: "(c¢) On any action for which an environmental impact statement
has been prepared, the lead agency shall make a final decision
based only on the specific statutes administered by the
agency, the findings and recommendations of the consulted
agencies, and the policies and goals of the Montana
Environmental Policy Act. If the lead agency's final
decision on the proposal is in conflict with the recommendations
of the consulted agencies, the burden shall be on the lead
agency to justify its decision based on some other essential
consideration of state policy."

Renumber: subsequent sections

7. Amend page 5, section 1, subsection (c¢), line 4.

Following: "does"

Strike: ", in the opinion of the agency,"

8. Amend page 5, section 1, subsection (¢), line 8. -
Following: "Act."

Strike: "In"

Insert: "Prior to"
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Committee on Natural Resources April 6, 1977
Amendments to Senate Bill 302

9. Amend page 5, section 1, subsection (d), line 20.

Following: "all" o .
Insert: "environmentally significant

AS AMENDED
BE CONCURRED IN




Corrected
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES S ———————
April 6, 1977
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES AMENDMENTS TO SB 302

1. Amend page 1, title, line 6. ~—
Following: "ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT"

Strike: "TO0 SPECIFY THAT THE ACT DOES NOT EXPAND THE SUBSTANTIVE
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY OF STATE AGENCIES"

2. Amend page 2, section 1, subsection (3) (i), line 20.

Following: "action"

Strike: ", as it relates to the authority of an agency to make a

final decision under the express provisions of the statute administered
by the agency"

3. Amend page 3, section 1, subsection (3) (iii), line 1.

Following: "action"

Strike: "3, that the agency has been given the express authority to
consider under the law administered by the agency"

4. Amend page 3, section 1, subsection (3) (vi), line 10.

Following: "“costs"

Insert: ","

Following: "benefits"

Insert: ", and effect on employment"

5. Amend page 3, section 1, subsection (3) (ix), line 23.

Following: 1line 23 .

Insert: "A consultive agency or agency with special expertise participatir-~
in an environmental impact statement may not make findings or recommenda-
tions beyond the express provisions of the statutes administered by the
agency."

6. Amend page 4, section 1, subsection (5), lines 2 through 6.
Strike: subsection (5) in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent subsections

7. Amend page 4, secion 1, line 25.

Following: 1line 25

Insert: (c) On any action for which an environmental impact statement
has been prepared, the lead agency shall make a final decision based only
on the specific statutes administered by the agency, the findings and
recommendations of the consulted agencies, and the policies and goals of
the Montana Environmental Policy Act. If the lead ageuncy's final
decision on the proposal is in conflict with the recommendations of the
consulted agencies, the burden shall be on the lead agency to justify

its decision based on some other essential consideration of state policy."
Renumber: subsequent subsections

8. Amend page 5, section 1, subsection (c), line 4.

Following: "does"

Strike: ", in the opinion of the agency,"

9. Amend page 5, section 1, subsection (c), line 8

Following: "Act."
Strike: "In" ‘ -
Insert: "Prior to"

10. Amend page 5, section 1, subsection (d), line 20.
Following: "all"

Insert: "environmentally significant"
AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN
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SENATE BILL NO. 302
INTRODUCED BY ROS5KIts TURMNAGEs MANLEYs DEVINE

BY REQUEST OF THE AOMINISTRATIVE CODE COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO AMEND THE MONTANA
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT FO-SPEEHY-FTHAT-FHE-AEF-BOES—NET
EXPAND~THE-SUBSTANFEVE~DEC IS EON—MAKENG—AUTHEREF¥——OF-—5SFAFE
AGENEFES; OELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT AN ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT BE"PRéPARED ON RULES AND LEGISLATION;
AUTHORIZING THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL TO REVIEW
LEGISLATION AND ADVISE THE LEGISLATURE OF POTENTIAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS; REGUIRING STATE AGENCIES TO HOLD A
PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSED RULE UNDER THE MONT ANA
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT WHEN IT HAS BEEN DETERHINED
THAT THE PROPCSED RULE wGULD CONSTITUTE A MAJOR STATE
ACTION HAVWING A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT;

AND AMENDING SECTION 6965049 RaelolMe 174T"

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section $9-6504y ReCeMe 1947+ is amended to
read as follows:
"59-6504« General directions to state agencies. The
legislative assembly authorizes and directs thate to the
tullest extent possibles

{a) The policiesy regulations: and laws of the state
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shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the
policies set forth in this acte and

(b} all agencies of the state shall

(1) wutilize a systematics interdisciplinary approach
which will insure the integrated use of the natural and
social sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decision making which may have an impact on
man®s environment;

(2) identify and develop methods and proceduress which
will insure that presently unquantified environmental
amenities and values may be given appropriate consideration
in decision wmaking along with economic and technical
considerations;

{3} include in every recommendation or report on
proposals for projectss programsy *%Fegistation and other
major actions of state government significantly affecting
the quality of the human environments excludjng legislation

1 be M sdmini . p 1

ACts a detailed statement on——

(i) the environmental impact of the proposed actionwy

(ii) any adverse environmental effects which cannot be

avoided should the proposal be implementedryi
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{iii) alternatives to the proposed actionv tnot—the

(iv) the relationship between local short-tera uses of

‘man's environment and the maintenance and enhancemenmt of

long—term productivitysi and
(v} any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action

should it be implementedw;

Prior to making any detailed statements the responsible
state official shall consuit with and obtain the coamemts of
any state agency which has jurisdiction by law or special
expertise with respect to any eavironmental impact involvede.
Copies of such statement and the comments and views of the
appropriate statee federaly and local agenciess which are
authorized to develop and enforce environmental standardse
shall be made available to the governors the environmental
quality council amd to the publices and shall accompany the
proposal through the existing agency review processess A

CONSULTIVE AGENCY OR AGENCY  WITH SPECIAL EXPERTISE
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t+49£6r(53 studys develope and describe appropriate

alternatives ¢to recommsend courses of action in any proposal
which involves unresclved conflicts cencerning alternative
uses of avaiiable resources;

15+t 6) recognize the national and long-range
character of environmental preblems ands where consistent
with the policies of the states lend appropriate support to
initiativess resolutionss and programs designed to maximize
national co-operation in anticipating and preventing a
decline in the quality of mankind®s world environment;

t6t83(J] make available to countiesy municipalitiess
institutionsy and individualse advice and information useful
in restorings maintainings and enhancing the quality of the

environmsent;
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t¥F¥£23(8) initiate and utilize ecological information
in the planning and development of resource—oriented
projects; and

828y (9) assist the environmental quality council
established by section 8 {69-6508] of this acte

AL ON ANY ACTION FOR WHICH AN ENVIRONMENTAL IHPACT
SIATEMENT HAS BEEN PREPAREODs THE LEAD AGENCY SHALL MAKE A
EINAL OECISION BASEQ ONLY ON THE SPECIFIC STATUTES

the Montapa Admipistrative pfrocedure Act, ¥n PRIOR Ty

-5= S 302
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proposed by an agency. Ihe epviropmental quality councild
hall . 11_ ENVIRONMEMTAILY SIGNIFICAMI legislat i

lici tablished in thi : . £ 1t
legislatureas®
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SENATE BILL NO. 302
INTRODUCED BY ROSKIEr TURNAGEs MANLEYs DEVINC

BY REQUEST OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE COMmMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "™AN ACT TO AMEND THE MONTANA
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT FO-SPEEFF¥-FHAT-FHE-AECF-DOES—NOF
EXPAND-FHE-SUBSTANT IV E—DECTSTON—MAKING~ —AUFHEREFY —OF —STAFE
AGENEIES; DELETING THE REQUIREMENT THAT AN ENVIRCNMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT BE PREPARED On RULES AND LEGISLATION;

AUTHORIZING THE ENVIRONAENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL TO REVIEW
LEGISLATION AND ADVISE THE LEGISLATURE OF PCTENTIAL

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS; REQUIRING STATE ‘GENCIES TO HOLD A
PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSED RULE UNDER THE - HMONTANA
ADMINISTRATIVE PRGCEDURE ACT WHEN IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED
THAT THE PROPOSED RULE WOULD CONSTITUTE A MAJOR STATE
ACTION HAVING A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT uN THE HUMAN ENVIRONMSENTS:

AND AMENDING SECTION 69-5504s ReCeMs 1947."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MUNTANA:
Section le Section 69-6504s ReCeMe 19474 is amended to
read as follows:
"59-5504e General directions to state agenciese The
legislative assembly authorizes and directs thate to the
fullest extant possiblee.

{a} The policiess regqulationss and laws of the state

REFERENCE BILL: Inciudes Free Joint

Conference Committee Report

Dated &= gﬁ— 22
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shalT be interpreted and administered in accordance with the
policies set forth in this acte and

{b} 211 agencies of the state shall

{1) wutilize a systematice interdisciplinary approach
which will insure the integrated use of the natural and
social sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decision making which may have an impact on
®man's environment;

(2) identify and develop methods and proceduresy which
will insure that presently ungquantified environmental
amenities and values may be Jiven appropriate consideration
in decision making along with economic and technical
considerations;

{3) include in every recommendation or report on
proposals for projectss programsy Vegistetion and other
major actions of state government significantly affecting
the quality of the husan environments excludiog legislition

] | i I ive P 3

Acts @ detailed statement on—

(i) the environmental  impact of the proposed actiony

{ii) any adverse environmental effects which cannot be

avoided should the proposal be implementedys
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{iii) alternatives to the proposed actiony that—the

{iv} the relationship between local short-term uses of
man's environment and the wmaintenance and enhancement of
Jong~term productivityr;: end

{v} any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action
should it be implementeds;

(vi) the eca R LSa 3t fitss AND EEEECL DN
EMPLOYMENTS °

(¥IX) THE EFEECTS OM LOCAL "AND STATE SERVICES:

L¥YRI11) THE EFFECTS ON AGRICULTIIRES AND

JIX) THE EFFECTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETYe

Prior to makinyg any detailied statementes the responsible
state official shall consult with and obtain the comments of
any state agency which has jurisdiction by law or special
expertise with respect to any environmental impact invoiveds
Copies of such statement and the comments and views of the
appropriate states federales and local agenciess which are
authorized to develop and enforce environmental standardse
shall be made available to the governors the environmental
quality councit and to the publice and shall accompany the

proposal through the existing agency review processese 4

CONSULTIVE AGENCY  OR — AGENCY WITH SPECIAL EXPERTISE
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f4¥£63(5) studye develops and describe appropriate

alternatives to recommernd courses of action in any proposal
which involves unresolved conflicts concerning " alternstive
uses of available resources;

+5r4F{£) recoghize the national and long—-range
character of environmental problems ands whare consistant
with the policies of the states lend appropriate support to
initiativess resclutionss and programs designed to meximize
national co-operation in anticipating and preventing a
decline in the quality of mankind's world environment;

t63482{7) make available to countiesy municipalitiess
institutionsy and individualss advice and information useful
in restorings maintaining» and enhancing the quality of the

epvironsent;
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+HH+23({8) initiate and utilize ecological information i BURDEN SHALL BE ON THE LEAD AGENCY TO JUSTIDY IT¥S DECISION

in the ©planning and development of resource-oriented 2 BASED Of SOME OTHER ESSENTIAL CONSIOERATION OF STATE POLICYe
projects; and 3 £e¥(D)  Nothing _in this act requires ap agency to
+894£283{9) assist the environmental quality council 4 prepare an eonvironmental isgact statement on rules praposed
established by section 8 [69-6508] of this acte 5 for adoption under the Montand Admigistrative Procedure Acte
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1+¥1£93(8) initiate and utilize ecological information
in the planning and development of resource-oriented
projects; and

83£203(9) assist the environmental quality council

established by section 8 [69-6508] of this acte
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