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A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT 

ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FOR CERTAIN 

ANO OTHER STATE ACTIONS.• 

TO PROVIDE FOR AN ~ ..... ,,. ,,,,,~ ~ 
BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. This act may be cited as "The 

Montana Econoaic Impact Disclosure Act of 1977•. 

Section 2. Purpose. The legislature recognizes that 

state laws. ruleso and other interventions of the state 

affect the economy of the state and the employaent of its 

people and that a healthy econo•y with concomitant high 

employment improves the general welfare. The legislature 

declares to be a continuing pol icy of the state. the 

coordination• with their assistance and cooperatio~, of 

state agencies and political subdivisions, labor, 

agriculture, forestry. and other renewable resource related 

industr-ies, manufacturers• businesses, and ;>rivate 

organIzations in an effort to most efficiently anj 

effectively utilize state resources to create conditions 

which will promote the economy of the state and the economic 

opportunities and useful employment of its people. The 

purpose of this act is to ensure that economic as well as 
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environmental and technical considerations are given 

2 appropriate consideration in the decision-making process. 

3 Section 3. Agencies to prepare economic i~apact 

4 statement. [1) A proposal for legislation or rule or 

5 undertaking or intervention having a significant effect on 

6 employment, personal or corporate inca.e, or costs of goods 

7 or services shall contain or have attached thereto an 

8 economic impact statement prepared by the agency .aking the 

9 proposal and setting forth the following: 

10 (a) a brief descript·i on of the purpose of the pro::>osed 

11 action and the assumptions underlying and manner of its 

12 operation in achieving that purpose; 

13 (b) if a rule• intervention, or undertaking is 

14 proposed, citation to legal authority pursuant to which the 

15 action is taken; 

16 (c) if the action will result in a loss of 1% or uore 

17 of primary employment opportunities or a loss of 1% or more 

18 of personal income to primary industry employees durin~ the 

19 24-montn period following its implementation, the manner and 

20 extent to which it may: 

21 (i) curtail, prevent• or delay any exist inc:; or 

22 pot?ntial 'mployment of people in the state durin~ the 

23 24-month period first following its effective date, 

24 separately described for each 12-month periad thereof; 

25 [i i) curtai I or prevent any likely construction, 
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expansion, installation, ~odificationo or alteration of any 

structure, equipaento facility, process. or other asset in 

the state; 

(iii 1 curtail or prevent a use or uses being made or 

likely to be made of any structure, equipment, facility, 

processo or other asset in its existing form in the state; 

(iv) raquire any existing str uctureo e~uipmento 

facility, process, or other asset in the state to be 

modified or altered before being put to further use or 

differen·t use in the state; 

(v) result in increased costs of goods or servicas in 

the state; 

(vi) result in increased costs to state and local 

governments, includ;ng taxes lost and foregone costs; 

(vii) result in any adverse economic impacts within the 

state other than those specifically referred to in this 

section; 

(viii) result in savings of natural 

more beneficial future econo•ic use; 

resources for a 

{d) the manner and extent to which the pro~osal .ay 

durin-:j the 24-month perio1 first following its effective 

date result directly or Indirectly in economic activity. 

other than unemployment compensation and like activityo 

which may compensate economically in whole or in part for 

any significant adverse econo•ic effects that may result 
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directly or 

period. 

indirectly from its iaplementation during that 

(2) The following additional information is to be 

supplied where appropriate in responding to subsections 

(1)(c) and (l)(d): 

{a) the estimated dollar ~asure of the curtail~ento 

modification, or increasei and 

(b) the geographic area or areas of the curtailment, 

modification, or increase. 

(3) Information required by this s~ction shall, to the 

extent known by an a9encyo be includedo if relevanto in the 

agency econoaic i•pact stateaent. An impact statement that 

omits any information re~uired by this section shall 

specifically note its omissiono the reason for its omission, 

the importance of any information so omitted to a realistic 

assessaent of the econo•ic impact of the proposal durin~ the 

24-llonth period first following its "ffective ,,ateo 

separately described for each 12-month periodo and th~ 

additional time and effort required to obtain information 

needed for such assessMent. 

(4) (a) No agency economic impact statement 11ay be 

released or otherwise made available to a •ember of the 

legislature or to the public without a separate statement 

affixed to it by the department of community affairs setting 

forth such com•ent or com•ents as it may consider 
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appropriate concerning the adequacy and accuracy of the 

information contained in such economic i~pact statement and 

concerning the economic impact of the proposal. 

(b) Upon the written request 

prepared an economic impact statement, 

community affairs shall prepare and 

of an agency that 

the department of 

furnish a separate 

stateMent 

~ubsection 

containing the information prescribed by 

(3)(a) of this section to that agency within 45 

working days. 

{c) Before being released, an agency economic i•pact 

statement may be revised by that agency after it receives 

5uch separate statement furnished by the department of 

com~unity affairs. No agency-revised econo•ic impact 

statement may be released or otherwise made available 

15 without a further revised separate statement affixed to it 

16 containing the information prescribed in subsection (3)(a) 

17 of this section. 

18 (d) In the event of failure by the depart~ent of 

19 co~munity affairs to furnish the separate statement within 

20 the time required by this act, any agency economic i~pact 

21 state:oent snall note the elate such stat3ment was furnished 

22 by the department and the 45 working days• time p~riod 

23 during which it failed to furnish the s"parate statement. 

24 Section 4. ~eneral directions to state agencies. { 1) 

25 The legislature authorizes and directs that the policies, 
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regulations. public acts, and practices of this state and 

its agencies be interpreted and administered in accordance 

with the policies set forth in this act. lfothinoJ in this 

act affects a specific statutory obligation of a state 

agency to comply with criteria or standards prescribed by 

other law. The policies set forth in this act are 

supplementary to those set forth in existing 

of state agencies. 

authorizations 

(2) This act is not intended to preclude long-~ange 

consideration of the econoMic impact of government actions. 

Such consideration is In addition to that prescribed by this 

act. 
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STkTE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. _ 25_7_-_7_7 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form RD-15 

In compliance with a written request re..:~ived January 27 ______ , 19 ]L_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ $enate Bill 282 ---------- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to provide for an economic impact statement for certain proposed legislation and other state actions. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The Department of Community Affairs estimates that approximately $20,000 per year would be needed to fund 1.00 FTE 
and related support to review economic impact statements. No estimate can be given on the increase cost agencies will 
realize due to the increased requirements of the proposed legislation. 

-~oL-:2-~--f*-' 
BUDGET DIRECTOR ,_/ 

Office of Budget and Program Planning ...., 

Date; -1.. --- ):..,_-:_1_7__ _____ _ 


