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BILL Nie Z_i_{
d

INTRODUCED 8Y ZJL‘4i\

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "aAN ACT 10 REDUCE THE PENALTIES
FOR CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF 60 GRAMS OR LESS OF MARIHUANA OR
OF 1 GRAM OR LESS OF HASHISH; TO REPEAL THE PROVISION THAT
FIRST OFFENDERS OF 21 YEARS OF AGE OR UNDER ARE PRESUMES TO
3E ENTITLED TO A SUSPENDED SENTENCE; AND TO PROVIDE
JURISDICTION IN JUSTICES® COURTS JVER CASES OF CRIMINAL
PDSSESSION; AMENDING SELCTIONS 54-133 AND 95-302s ReCeM.

194T."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:Z

Section l. Section 54-133y ReleMe 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

#54-133« Criminal possession of dangarous drugse
{a) A person commits the offense of criminal possession of
dangerous drugs if he possesses any dangercus drug as
defined in this acta

(b) Any person convicted of a criminal possession of
marihuana or its derivatives in any amounte the aggregate
weight of which does not exceed sixty (&0} grams of
mar ihuanas or one {1) gram of hashishs shalls for the first
offensey e quilty of a3 misdemeanor and is punishable oy a

fineg not t> exceed one—thousand-dottars—{51v088% $£100 or by
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impriscnment in the county jail not to exceed one——¢iy-——year
10 _daysv or by both such fine and imprisonmentas A p2rson
convicted of 3 secondy—or-—subsequenty offense under this
subsection is punishable by a fine not to exceed one
thousand-dotiars—+$1tv68603 3500 or by iaprisonment in the
county jail not to exceed one—-{tiy-yesr—or—-in-the-state

prison—not-to-exceed-three—{3}-years § mopths or by both

such fine and imprisonment. A _gerson Convicted of a third ar
subsequent goffense undey this subseckion is punjshable by a

fine not teo exceed $1000 or imprisonment in the county _jail
oot to exceed 1 years or Doths

{c) A person convicted of criaminal possession of
dangerous drugs not otherwise provided for in subsection_(b)
shall be imprisoned by imprisonment in the state prison not
to exceed five (5) yearsa

td¥—A——person-—of--the~age-of-twenty-one—+2ty—years—or
grdery-convicted-of-a—first——viotation——onder——this——section
shatt-be-presumed—to-pe-entitted-to-a-deferred—imposition—of
sentenc;r———dufisd+ctian———unﬂer———this———section——sha+}—-be
exclusively—in—the-ditstrict—courts”

Section Ze Section 95-302y RaeleMe 1947y is ama2ndea to
read as follows:

"95-302« Jurisdiction of the justice of the peace
courtse The justices® courts have:

{a) Jurisdicticon of all misdemeanors punishable oy a
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fine not exceeding five hundred dollars {$500.00) or
imprisonment not exceeding six {5) monthse or both such Fine
and imprisonment; excluding-jurisdiction—i+n-cases—-commenced
under—the——Xontona——Bangercus——EBrug——Act-——excent-—to—act-as
e:ﬂﬁiﬂ?ﬁgﬁend—eo-uitt&ng-eeufts—and-to——conduét—-pre%imiaary
hearinga-as-—provided-in—subsection—tefs

(b) Concurrent jurisdictions with district courtss of
all misdemeanors punishable by a fine onlys not exceeding
fifteen hundred dollars ($1+500.00); and

(c) Jurisdiction to act as examining and committing
courts and for such purpose to conduct prel iminary
hearings.®

-Eng-
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SENATE BILL NDe 255

INTRODUCED 3Y ROBERTS+ MURRAY

A BILL FOm AN ACT EXTITLIO:  ®ab ACT TO REDUC: TH. PENALTIES
FOR C<IMINAL POSSESSIGN OF 60 GRAMS OR LESS OF MARIHUANA OR
OF 1 GRAM DR LESS GF HASHISH; 10 REPEAL TAE PAGVISION THAT
FIRST 7T FEENDERS CF 21 YCARS OF AGZ OR UNDER ARE PRESUMED T2
2k ENTITLED TO A SUSPENDED SENTENCE; AND TD  PRGVIDE
JURESDICTEON IN JUSTICES®™ COURTS OVER CASES OJF CRIMINAL
POSSESSION; AMENDING SECTICHS 54-133 AND 95-302s RelsMe

147"

BE IT EMACTED EY THE LEGISLATURE OF YHE STATE OF MUNTAMA:

Scection le Section 54-133s ReCaMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

“54~133. Criminal oossession of dangerous drugse
{a} % 2erson commits the offense of criminal possession of
danyerous druss if he possesses  any  danagerous  drug as
dafin:a in this acte

{=) Any person convicked of a criminal possession of
marihuana  or  its derivatives in any amounts the asagregate
weignt of which does not exceed sixty (63) srams of
marihuanas or one (1)} <ram of hashishy shalis for the first
offanseys De cuilty of a misdemeanor and is nunishetle by a

finr not to exceed ~ne—thounsend-dottars—{43vy890% £3go 1250
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or by imprisonment in the county j2il not to exceed one-—{t+%
year 10 daysy or by both such fine and imnrisonmente A

narsat convicted of a secondy-mr—subseguenty offense under

this <ubsection is punishable by a fine not to exceed one

thousand—dottors—+41+6663 3$500 or by imprisonment in the

county jail not to exceed ofe—~{i}-year-or—-in-the—state

5 —t
Prrson-not-to-exered-+h

hree—{33-years & _mopths or oy both

such fine and imprisonmente. A_person ¢opvicted nf a third or

Dot 10 exceed 1 years or hoths

{c) A person convicted of criminal possession of
dangerous drugs not otherwise provided for in subsection {d)
shall b imprisoned by imprisonment in the state pPrison not

to exceed five {5) yearse.

tH——hk-—perssn——nf-—the-age-of-twenty—one—{2i}-years—-or
undery—convicted-af-p—first——viotstton——under——this——section
shati-be-presvmed-to-ne—entitied-to-a-deferred-impesition—of
sentene sy———dJurtsdietion———vnder———rhig-——sectron-—shatri--be
eaxctuatvetly—tn—the—districe—courts"

Srction 2Za Section 75-302¢ ReleMe 1747y is 3manded to
rzad as rnlioas:

"95-302. Jurisdiction of the justice of the peace
courtss Thne justices® courts have:s

{2} Jurisdiction of Aall misdtemeanors punishakle oy a

—re Sz 255
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fine not exceeding five hundred dollers ($500.00} or
impriscnment not exceeding six (6) monthss or betn such fine
and imprisonment; excludins—jurisdiction-in-cases--commenced
tnder-——the-——Montana-—bangerous—-Brug-——kct——except-—to-act-usy
exantning—and-committina—ecurts—end—to-——coanduet——or=timinery
hearinues—as-previded—in-subsection—+{cts

()} Concurrent jurisdictions with district courtss of
all misdemeanors punishable by & fine onlys not exceeding
fifteen hundred doliars ($19500.00); and

{c) Jurisdiction to act as examinina and committing
courts and for such purpose to conduct preliminary
hearingse™

~End-

~3- S2 255
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SENATE BILL ND. 255

INTROCOUCED BY ROBERTSs MURRAY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTETLED: “AN ACT TO REDHEE—FHE-PENALFEES
FOR-ERININAL-POSSESSTON-BF—66-6RAMS—BR—LESS —DF —HARIHUANA——BR
BF—-+——GRAM—OR-EESS—BF —HASHESHE ~FO~REPEAL~THE~-PREV-ESE BN-THAT
FIRSF-BF FENDERS —BF —21-¥EARS~OF—AGE—BR-UNDER-ARE—PRESUNED——F8&
BE-ENFITLED-FB—A-SUSPENDES-SENFENEET IMPROVE THE ENFORCEMENT
OF __MARIJUANA LAWS BY INCREASING PENALTIES IN SOME CASES AND
REDUCING PENALTIES IN _ DYHER _ CASES AND TD  PROVIDE
JURISOICTION 1IN  JUSTICES® COURTS OVER CASES OF CRIMINAL
POSSESSION; AMENDING SECTIONS 54-133 AND 95-302y RaCeMe

194T."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section les Section 54%-133p RelaeMs 1947+ i5 amended to
read as follows:

"54—133. Criminal possession of dangerous drugse
{(3) A person commits the offense of criminal possession of
dangerous drugs if he possesses any dangerous drug as
defined in this acte

(b} Any person convicted of a criminal possession of
marihuana or its derivatives in any amounts the aggregate
weight of which does not exceed sixty ({60} grams of

marihuanas or one (1) gram of hashishes shalls for the first
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offensey be gquilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable by a
fine not to exceed ene—thousend-doliers—{t4%v086)F $EOG 35250
or by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed osne—¢i)
year 10 daysy or by both such fine and imprisonments A
person convicted of a secondv-or-subsequenty offense under
this subsection is punishable by a fine not to exceed one
thousend--dottera—{$1ivyB868% $500 or by imprisonment in the
county jail not to exceed one—{ij}--year——eor——in—the-—state
prison-——not-—to——exceed——three—{3)-years § _gonths or by both
such fine and imprisonment. A person convicted of o third or
subsequent offense under this subsection is punishable by a
£i . 1 $1000 i N t in i jail
not to exceed 1 years or hothe

{c) A person convicted of criminal possession of
dangerous drugs not otherwise provided for in subsection (b}
shall be imprisoned by imprisonment in the state prison not
to exceed five (5) years.

t+dy——A-person-of-the-age-of-twenty-one—{2iy—yesrs——or
undery--convicted——of-—n——first—viotation-under-this-section
shetri-be-presumed-to—be-entitied-to-s-deferred-imposition—of
sentencev-—Jurisdiction-—under———this-———section-——sheti——be
exclusivety—in-the-district-—courts”

Section 2. Section 95-3024 ReleMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

“95-302. Jurisdiction of the justice of the peace

-2= SB 255
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courtse The justices® courts have:

{a) Jurisdiction of all misdemeanors punishable by a
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) or
imprisonment not exceeding six {&) monthss or both such fine
and imprisonment; exclruding-jurissdietion—in-cases—conmenced
under—the-Nontana—Bangerous—Brug-——Act——except——to——sct—as
exantning-——and-—conmitting—conrts—and—to-conduct-pretiwinery
hesrings—ss—provided-in—subsection—{ec)e

(b) Concurrent jurisdictions with district courtss of
all wmisdemeanors punishable by a fine onlysy not exceeding
fifteen hundred dollars ($1+500.00); and

(c) Jurisdiction to act as examining and committing
courts and for such purpose to conduct preliminary
hearinase"

-End-

-3~ SB 255



