45th Legislature

10

11

L2

13

14

L5

1.3

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LL 12407 -

& BILL NB.M
d

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENYITLED: AN ACT T3 AMEND SECTION

INTRODUCED BY

T0-113, ReleMe 1947+ RELATING TO JUDICIAL REVIEs OF
TEMPORARY RATE ORDERS; AND PROVIDING THAT A TEMPORARY RATE

INCREASE MaY BE APPROVED PENDING A HEARING OR FINAL DRDER.™

BE 17 ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA:

Section le Section T7T0-113y ReleMs 1947+ is amended to
read as follows:

?7U-113. Schedules of ratess tolls and chargese Every
public utility shall file with the commissions within a time
fixad by the commissions schedules which shall be open to
public inspections showing all ratese tollssy and charges
which it has establishede and which are in force at the
timey for any service performed by it within the statey or
for any service in connection therewithe or performad by any
public wutility controlled or operated oy ite The ratess
tollse and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the ratese tollss and charyes in forcz at the time of
passage of this acte £very public utility shall File aiths
and as a part of sucn schedulee all ruiles and regulations
that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be char jed

for any servicee A copy of so much of said schedule as *he
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commission shall deem necessary for tha use of the public
shall be printed in plain types and kept on file in every
station or office of such public utilitys where payments are
made by the consumers or userss open to the publice in such
form and place as to be readily accessible te the publicy
and as can be conveniently inspected.

When 2 schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilitiess such schedule
shall in 1like manner be printed and filed with the
commissiony and so much thereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall) be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this sectione

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedules
inctuding scheduies of joint ratess except as approved by
the commissions 3efore it may approve any change increasing
the rate or rates for utility service ia a schedule
generally affecting consumers in a utility®s service areas
the commission shall puplish a notice of the proposed
change; conforming to the requirements of section 82-4239(2)
in one or more newspapers published ana of general
circulation within the area affected by the proposed change.
This notice shail announce a hearing on the proposed change
anc¢ shall inform interested persons how they may petition

the commission to becowe parties to the hearinge The
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commission shall proceed to conduct the hearing under the
Administrative Procedure Act. The consumer counsel may in
his discretion petition to become a party to the heirinje.

Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to th=s
contrarys the final decision of the com-issioA in any matter
decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section
shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a
contestaed case under the Administrative Procedure Acte The
commission may tesporarily approve an increase pendéag a
hearing and final decisione If the final decision is to
disapprove the increase the commission shall order a rebate
to all consumers for the amount collected retroactive to the
date of the temporary approvala An order of the commissien
approving or deaying 2 temporary rate increase shall .be _aa
the Moptana Adsipistrative Procedure Act.”

Section 2. Effective dates This act is effective on
its passage and approvale

-End—
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SENATE ATLL NO. 245

INTR0DUCED BY MURRAY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENYITLED: "AN  ACT TO AMEND SECTION
TI-113. RaCaMa 1947+ RELATING TO JUDICIAL RSYIEW OF
TEMPOSARY RATE ORDERS; 1IN0 PRGVIDING THAT A TEMPORARY FATE

INCLEASE MAY BE  APPROVED PENDING A HEARING GR FINAL DRDERS®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LESISLATURE OF THE STATE OF AONTANA:

Section le Section 70-113y ReCeMe 1947y is amended to

read s follows:

"70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charoes. Every
public utility shall file with the commissions within a time
fixed by the commissions schedules which shall be opan to
pubtic inspections showing all ratess tollss and charges
which it has establishedy and which are in force at the
times for any service performed by it within the state, or
for any service in connectinn therewiths or performed by any
publiz wutility controlled or operated by its. The ratess
tollss and charqes shown on such schedules shall net excaed
the ratessy tolls, and charges in force 3t the time of
nassaie of this acte bvary nuplic utiltity shall file withy
and s a oart of such schedules 211 rules and roaulations
that in ony manner affect the ratss charged or te be chargad

for any srrvicee A cony of so much of said schedule as  the
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commission sh3all deem necessary for the use of the public
shall be printed in plain typey and kept on file in every
station or office of such public utilitys wherz payments are
mad2 Ly the consumers or userss open to th2 nudblice ir such
form and place as to be readily accessiblie to the publice
and as can be conveniently inspectads

wnen 3 schedule of joint rates or chardes is or may be
in force between two or more public utilitiesy such schedule
shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commissionsy and sc much thereof as the commission shall deem
neczssary for the use of the public shall be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this sectione

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedules
including schedules of joint ratessy except as approved by
the commissione #defore it may approve any change increasing
the rate or rates for wutility service in a schedule
acenerally affecting consumers in a utility's service areas
the commission shall publtish a notice of the proposed
channzs conforming to the Tequirements of section E2-4209(2)
in one oar more newsnapers published and of ceneral
circulation within the area affected by the proposed change.
This notice shall announce 2 hearing on the croposed change
and s5211 inform interesird perscns how they may opotition

the rcommission to bhecnme parties to the he-zrince. The

—y= S8 245
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commission shall proceed to conduct the hearina under the
Administrative Procedure Acte The consumaer couns=1 may in
his discretion petition to become a party to the hearinge
Notwithstandino any provision of this Title to the
contrarys the final decision of the commission in any matter
decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section
shall conform to the requirements of 3 decision in 2

contested case under the Administrative Procedure Act. The
commission may;_lﬂ;LIS_QISLBEILQﬁ; temporarily approve an
increase pending a hearing and OR final decision. If the

final decision is to disapprove the increase the commission

shatl order a rebate to all consumers for the amount
collected retroactive to the date of the temporary approval.
An order of the commission approving or depying a femporary
rate ipcrease shall be an_iptermediate agency action subject
to _ judicial _review under the Montana Administrative
Procedure Act.®™

Saction 2. Effective date. This act is effective on

its passage and anproval.

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 245

INTRODUCED BY MURRAY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENVITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION
T0-113, ReCaMa 1947y RELATING TO JUDICIAL REVIEW OF
TEMPORARY RATE ORDERS; AND PROVIDING THAT A TEMPORARY RATE

INCREASE MAY BE APPROVED PENDING A HEARING OR FINAL ORDER;

AND PROVIDING AN YMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DAIE.™

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section T0-113e ReCeMs 19474 is amended to
read as follows:

=TD-113. Schedules of ratess tolls and charges. Every
public utility shall file with the commissions within 2 time
fixed by the commissions schedules which shall be open to
public ipspections showing all ratess tollss and charges
which it has establisheds and which are in force at the
timee for any service performed by it within the states or
for any service in connection therewiths or performed by any
public utility controlled or operated by ite The rates,
tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the ratesy tolisy and charges in force at the time of
passage of this acts Every public utility shall file withy
and as a part of such schedules all rules and regulations

that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged
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for any services. A copy of so much of said schedule as the
commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public
shall be printed in plain types and kept on file in every
station or office of such public utilitys where payments are
made by the consumers or userss open to the publics in such
form and place as to be readily accessible to the publice
and as can be conveniently inspecteds

when a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilitiess such schedule
shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commissions and so much thereof as the commission shall deem

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph

of this sectione

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedules
incYuding schedules of joint ratesy except as approved by
the commissions Before it way approve any change increasing
the rate or rates for wutility service in a schedule
generally affecting consumers in a utility's service areas
the commission shall publish a notice of the proposed
changzs conforming to the requirements of section B2-4209(2)
in one or wmore newspapers published and of general
circulation within the area affected by the proposed change.
This notice shall announce a hearing on the proposed change

and shall inform interested persons how they may petition

-2- SB 245
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the commission to become parties to the hearinge The
commission shall proceed to conduct the hearing under the
Administrative Procedure Acte. The consumer counsel may in
his discretion petition to bacome a party to the hearing.
Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the
contrarys the final decision of the commission in any matter
decided after a hearing conducted purswant to this section
shall conferms to- the requirements of a decision in a
contested case under the Adwministrative Procedure Act. The
commission maye IN__IIS DISCREIINN: temporarily approve an
increase pending a hearing snd QR final dacision. If the
final decision is to disapprove the increase the commission

shall order a rebate to all consumers for the amount

collected retroactive to the date of the temporary approval.

Section 2. Effective dates This act is effective on
its passage and approvale.

~End-
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HOY OF REPRESENTATIVES ~—’ APRIL 6, 1977

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL NO. 245

1. Amend page 3, section 1, lines 10 and 1l1.
Following: "approve"
Strike: "an increase"
Insert: "increases"

AS AMENDED
BE CONCURRED IN
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SENATE BILL NO. 245

INTRGOUCED BY MURRAY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEO: “AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION
TO~113, ReCaMe 1947y RELATING TO JUDICIAL REVIEW OF
TEMPORARY RATE ORDERS; AND PROVIDING THAT A TEMPORARY RATE

INCREASE M™MAY BE APPROVED PENDING A HEARING OR FINAL ORDER:

AND _PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Section T0-113s ReCeM. 1947+ is amended to
read as follows: ,

*J0-113, Schedules of ratess tolls and charges. Every
public utility shall file with the commissions within a time
fixed by the commissions schedules which shall be open to
public inspections showing all ratese tollss and charges
which it has establisheds and which are in force at the
times for any service performed by it within the states or
for any service in connection therewiths or performed by any
pubtic utility controlled or operated by ite The rates,
tollsey and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the ratesy tollsy and charges in force at the time of
passaqge of this acte Every public utility shall file withy

and as a part of such scheduley all rules and regulations

that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged

REFERENCE BILL

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0245704

for any services. A copy of so much of said schedule as the
commigsion shall deem necessary for the use of the pubtic
shall be printed in plain types and kept on file in every
station or office of such public utilitys where payments are
made by the consumers or userss open to the publice in such
form and place as to be readily accessible to the publice
and as can be conveniently inspected.

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be
in force between two or more public utilitiess such schedule
shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commissions and so much thereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every
such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph
of this sectione

No change shall thereafter be wmade in any schedules
including schedules of joint rateses except as approved by
the commission. Before it may approve any change increasing
the rate or rates for utility service in a schedule
generally affecting consumers in a utility's service areas
the commission shall publish a notice of the proposed
changes conforming to the requirements of section 82-4209{2}
in one or more newspapers published and of general
circulation within the area affected by the proposed changees
This notice shall announce a hearing on the proposed change

and shall inform interested persons how they may petition

-2- SB 245
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the commission to become parties to the hearinge The
commission shall proceed to conduct the hearina under the
Administrative Procedure Acte. The consumer counsel may in
his discretion petition to become a party to the hearinge
Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the
contrarys the final decision of the commission in any matter
decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section
shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a
contested case under the Administrative Procedure Acte The
commission maye N IYS DISCREYION, temporarily approve ean
+nerease INCREASES pending a hearing end QR final! decisiona
If the final decision is to disapprove the increase the
commission shall order 3 rebate to all consumers for the

amount collected retroactive to the date of the temporary

approvat. An order of the commission approving or denying a

Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on
its passage and approvale.

-End—
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