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SENATE BILL NOo 240 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF AMBULANCE DISTRICTS• RELATING 

TO THE TERRITORY THAT HAY BE INCLUDED WITHIN ANY SUCH 

DISTRICT; DEFINING •AMBULANCE FACILITIES•; PROVIDING 

PROCEDURES FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS UPON PETITION 

TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ANY COUNTY AND FOR 

ELECTIONS UPON THE 

PRESCRIBING THE 

QUESTION OF CREATING SUCH DISTRICTS; 

QUALIFICATIONS OF . PETITIONERS FOR THE 

CReATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS AND REQUIRING PERSONS VOTING AT 

ELECTIONS FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS TO BE OWNERS OF 

PROPERTY WITHIN SUCH DISTRICTS; DEFINING THE POWERS OF SUCH 

DISTRICTS; PROVIDING FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF SUCH DISTRICTS BY 

A BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUNDS 

OF SUCH DISTRICTS BY SUCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES; AND PROVIDING 

PROCEDURES FOR ANNEXATION OF ADDITIONAL LAND AREA WITHIN ANY 

SUCH DISTRICT; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 69-3601• 69-3602 AND 

69-3603, RoCoMo 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose of act allowable territory 

embraced withrn ambulance district. The purpose of this act 

is to authorize the establishment of ambulance districts 
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which shall have power to supply ambulance facilities and 

services to residents of such districts and. as herein 

authorized. to others. An ambulance district may contain the 

entire territory embraced within a county or any portion or 

subdivision thereof. 

Section 2. Aabulance facilities 

this chapter• unless the context 

..,ambulance facilities• mean one or 

defined. As used in 

otherwise requires. 

more a•bulances and 

related equipment. including but not limlted to ..,bile life 

support systems• co••unicatlon equipment• garage and storage 

fac i1 it i"es. and trai nl·ng. programs for unpaid volunteer 

ambulance drivers and attendants. 

Section 3. Petition to board of county com•issionerso 

(1} Proceedings for creation of an ambulance district shall 

be ini'ti.ated by a petiti·on• signed by not less than 30~ of 

the qualified electors of the proposed a•bulance district 

who are taxpayers upon property within the proposed 

ambulance district and whose names 

completed assessment roll for state and 

appear on the last 

county taxes. The 

petition 

identical 

may consist of one sheet or several sheets 

in forra and fastened together after being 

circulated and signed so as to form a single. complete 

petition before being delivered to the county 

petition shall give the post-office address 

precinct of each petitioner. Only persons who are 

-2-

clerk. The 

and voting 

qual ifi·ed 

SB 240 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0240/02 

to sign such petitions shall be qualified to circulate the 

same, and there shall be attached to the complete petition 

the affidavit of some person who circulated or assisted in 

circulatJng the petition that he believes the signatures 

thereon are genuine and the signers knew the contents 

thereof before signing the same. The complete petition, 

addressed to the board of county co.missloners of the county 

In which the proposed district is situatedo shall be filed 

with the county clerk who shall 'Within 15 days thereafter 

carefully examine the same and the county records showing 

the qualifications of the petitioners and attach it to a 

cert~ficate under his offici'al signature and the seal of his 

office. The certificate shall set forth: 

(a) the total nuBber of persons who are registered 

electors within the proposed ambulance district and whose 

names appear upon the last completed assessment roll for the 

state and county taxes; 

(b) which and how many of the persons whose names are 

subscribed to such petition are possessed of all of the 

qualifications required of signers to such petition; 

(c) whether such qualified signers constitute more or 

less than 30% of the registered electors of the proposed 

ambulance district who are taxpayers upon property thereon 

and whose names appear on the last completed assessment roll 

for the state and county taxes. 
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(2) The county clerk shall present the petition and 

his certificate to the board of county commissioners at its 

first meeting held after he has attached his certificate. 

The board shall thereupon carefully examine the petition 

and, if it is found that the petition is in proper form and 

bears the requisite number of signatures of qualified 

petitioners, the board shall by resolution call a hearing on 

the creation of such ambulance district. A notice of such 

hearing shall be publisned in a newspaper having general 

circulation in the territory within the boundaries of the 

proposed ambulance district, once each week for at least 2 

weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks before 

the hearing. If there is no newspaper having general 

circulation within the boundaries of the proposed ambulance 

district. the notice of hearing shall be posted in at least 

three public places within the boundaries of the proposed 

district for 2 weeks before the hearing. The notice shall 

state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing, 

describe the boundaries of the proposed ambulance district, 

and state that any person residing in or owning property 

within the proposed ambulance district may appear in support 

of or in opposition to the petition at such hearing. 

Section 4. Hearing. At the time fixed for the hearing. 

the board shall hear all co•petent and relevant testi•ony 

offered in support of or in opposition to the petition and 
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the creation of such district. The hearing ~ay be adjourned 

from time to time for the determination of facts or hearing 

petitioners or objectors without additional published or 

posted noticeo but no adjourn•ent may exceed 2 weeks in all 

from and after the date-originally noticed and published for 

the hearing. 

Section 5. Election on question of creation of 

district. The board of county commissioners, upon co•pletion 

of the hearing, shall proceed by resolutron to refer the 

question of the creation of such district to the persons 

qualified to vote on such proposition. The boardo 1n •ts 

resolut•on ot reference, may make such changes In the 

boundaries of the proposed district as it considers 

advisable, without, however, including any additional lands 

not described in the petition, and it shall call an electlon 

upon the question of the creation of the district. 

Section b. Resolution and order of board. (l) The 

board must, in its resolution, designate whether a spacial 

election shall be held or whether the matter 

determined at the next general election. If 

shall be 

a special 

election is orderedo the board must, in its ordero specify 

the date for such election and the voting places and shall 

appoint and designate judges and clerks therefor. 

(2) The election shall be held in all respects as 

nearly as practicable in conformity with the general 
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election laws; provided that if a special election is held• 

the polls shall be open fro~ 8 a-•· to 6 p.m. on the day 

appointed for such election• 

(3) ·At such election, the ballots must contain with 

words. •A.Culance District 9 Yes• and •Ambulance District. 

No•. The judges of the election shall certify to the board 

of county co•missioners the results of the election. 

(4) No person may be qualified to vote at such 

election who has not attained legal age or who is not an 

owner of property within the boundaries of the district as 

defined by the roll of the county. Only qualifiedo 

registered electors residin!:J· withrn the proposed a•bulance 

dist'rlct who are taxpayers upon property therein and whose 

names appear on the last completed assessment roll for the 

state and county taxes shall have the right to vote on the 

question of the creation of the ambulance district. 

Section 7. Favorable vote-- commissioner~ finally to 

organize district. In the event that a majority of the votes 

cast are in favor of the creation and establishment of the 

ambulance district. the board of county commissioners ~hallo 

within 10 days after the election, by resolution certify 

~uch result and proceed with the organization of such 

district as herein specified. After 20 days from the 

passage of such resolution, the validity of the creation of 

such ambulance district and the regularity of all 

-6- SB 240 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~ 

SB 0240/02 

proceedings preliminary thereto may not be questioned or 

asserted in any legal action. 

Section 8. Governaent of district appoi nt•ent, 

el~ction, and terms of trustees. (1) The ambulance district 

shall be governed and managed by a board of three or five 

trustees, elected by the registered electors residing in the 

district. The number of trustees on the board and, If the 

number is set at five, the Initial terms of two trustees, 

shall cbe fixed by the bylaws of the district. 

(2) The trustees must be elected fro• aaong the 

registered electors qualified to vote at general elections 

within said district. The cfirst board of trustees shall be 

elected at the same election held upon the creation of the 

district, subject to the creation thereof, shall qualify 

upon the organization of the district, if created, and the 

trustees may be nominated and have their names appear upon 

the ballots upon the filing with the board of county 

com.issioners of a petition signed by any five qualified 

electors of the district. Any elector ~ay sign as many 

nominating petitions as there are persons to be elected. 

(3) The trustees elected for the first board shall 

serve for terms commencing upon their being elected and 

qualified and terminating 1, 2, and 3 years respectively, 

from the first Monday in May following their election and 

until their respective successors are elpcted and qualify. 
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Annually thereafter there may be elected a trustee to serve 

for a term of 3 years and until his successor is qualified, 

and such term of 3 years shall comaence on the first Monday 

in May following the trustee•s election. 

(4) All elections and nominations for election of 

trustees thereafter shall be conducted 

voters in the same manner as provided by 

by the qualified 

the laws of the 

state of Montana for the election of school trustees of a 

second- or third-class school district, provided that 

wherever in the laws of the state of Montana it is provided 

that certain action shall be perfor•ed or filings mad~ with 

the clerk of the school board, the trustees or the board of 

trustees of the school district, or the county 

superintendent of schools, the same shall, for the purposes 

of this act, be taken to refer to the clerk of the board of 

trustees of the a~bulance district, the trustees or the 

board of trustees of the public ambulance district, or the 

county clerk, respectively. 

(5) If there is no nomination petition filedo it is 

not necessary to hold an election but the board of county 

co•missioners shall appoint a trustee to fill the ter•• the 

term to be the same as if the trustee were elected. 

(6) The t~ustees at their first ~eeting shall adopt 

bylaws for the government and management of the district and 

shall appoint a qualified pe~son to serve as clerk of the 
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board, who may or aay not be one of their number. The 

trustees shall serve without pay. A vacancy upon the board 

of trustees or in the office of clerk shall be filled by 

appointment by the remaining members. and the appointee 

shall serve until the next ensuing election for trustees. 

Section 9. Powers of· district.· (1) An aabulance 

district shall have all powers necessary and convenient to 

the acquisition, better.ent, operation, maintenance, and 

administration of such aebulance facilities as Its board of 

trustees considers necessary and expedient. Without 

limitation on the foregoing general grant of powerso an 

ambulance di st·r i cto acting by its board of trustee so may: 

(a) employ administrative and other personnel, legal 

counsel., engineers, architects. accountants, and other 

qualified persons, who may be paid for their services by 

monthly salaries, hourly wages, and pension benefits or by 

such fees as may be agreed upon; 

(b) cause reports, plans, studies, and recommendations 

to be prepared; 

(c) lease. purchase, and contract for the purchase of 

real and personal property by option, contract for deed, 

conditional sales contract, or otherwise and acquire real or 

personal property by gift; 

(d) lease or purchase and equip 

facilities and aaintain the same; 
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(e) contract with private ambulance operators to 

provide ambulance service within the district; 

(f) adopt by resolution rules for the operation and 

administration of any and all facilities under its control 

and for provision of ambulance service; 

(g) impose by resolution and collect charges for all 

services provided and made available· by it; 

(h) levy taxes; 

(i) borrow money and issue bonds; 

(j) procure insurance against liability of the 

district or its officers, e~loyees. and unpaid volunteer 

drivers and attendants for torts co••itted within the scope 

of their off ic ;·al duties. whether govern•ental or 

proprietary. and against damage to or destruction of any of 

its facilities, equipment, or other property; 

(k) sell or lease any of its equipment or supplies as 

may be consldered expedient; 

11) cause audits to be made of its accounts, books. 

vouchers, and funds by competent public accountants. 

12) Such an ambulance district must provide its 

services to persons without regard to race, coloro or sex, 

but this obligation does not prevent the board of trustees 

of such ambulance district from establishing reasonable 

minimum rates for ambulance. services, and supplies. 

Indigents needing such services, and for the rendition of 
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which provision is made by the 1 aws of Montana., must be 

provided such ambulance service on terms and rates 

prescribed or authorized by law. 

{3) An a•bulance district may borrow money by the 

issuance of its bonds to provide funds for pay.ent of part 

or all of the cost of acquisition, equipment, improvement, 

and betterment of a•bulance facilities and to provide an 

adequate working capital for a new ambulance, but the amount 

of bonds issued for such purpose and outstanding at any ti•e 

may not exceed 5~ of taxable property therein• as 

ascertained by the last assess.ent for state and ~ounty 

taxes previous to the Issuance- of such bonds. Such bonds 

shall be authorized, sold, issued, and provision made for 

their ):lay•ent in the manner and subject to 

and 1 i•itations prescribed for bonds 

the conditions 

of second- or 

third-class school districts by 75-3903 through 75-3934. 

Nothing precludes the provisions of 69-5301 through 69-5313 

allowing the state to apply for and accept federal funds. 

Section 10. Budget and tax levy. The board of 

ambulance trustees shall, annually, present their budget to 

the board of county commissioners at the regular budget 

meetings as prescribed by law and therewith certify the 

amount of .aney necessary and proper for the ensuing year. 

The board of county commissioners must, annually, at the 

time of levying county taxes fix and levy a tax in mills 
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upon all property within the ambulance district clearly 

sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board of 

ambulance trustees. The tax so levied for all ambulance 

district purposes other than payaent of bonded indebtedness 

may not in any year exceed 3 •Ills on each dollar of taxable 

valuation of property within the district. 

Section 11.- Additional tax levy -- election 

majority vote required. {1) If the maximum levy of 3 mills 

on each dollar of taxable valuation of property within the 

ambulance district· is inadequate to raise the amount of 

•oney certified as necessary and proper by the board of 

ambulance trustees, as provided in 16-4309, 'the board of 

county co.missioners •ay •ake an additional levy upon he 

taxable property within the ambulance district of 3 mills or 

less sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board 

of ambulance trustees. 

(2) Before the additional levy may be madeo the 

question shall be sub•itted to a vote of the people at so•e 

general or special election in the following form: Shall 

there be an additional levy of [specify number] mills upon 

the taxable property of the (specify ambulance district) 

necessary to raise the sum of (specify the amount to be 

raised by the additional tax levy) for the purpose of 

(specify purpose for which the additional levy Is made)? 

[] FOR an additional levy to raise the sum of [state the 
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amount to be raised by the additional tax levy)• 

being (give number) mills. 

[] AGAINST an additional tax levy to raise the sum of 

(state amount to be raised by the additional tax 

levy)• being (give number} mills. 

(31 A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to 

permit the levy which shall be collected in the same manner 

as other ambulance district taxes. 

{4) If the calculated percentage of qualified electors 

voting in the election is less than 30~, the additional levy 

is considered rejected. 

Section 12. Notice-- conduct of election -- returns. 

Notice of the election, clearly stating the amount and the 

purpose of the additional levyo must be given and the 

election h-ald and conducted and the returns made in all 

respects in the manner prescribed by la~ with regard to the 

submission of questions to the electors under the general 

election laws. 

Section 13. Tax collections and funds. The procedures 

for the collection of the tax shall be In accordance with 

the existing laws of 

collected under the 

the state of Montana. The funds 

tax levy shall be held by the county 

treasurer who shall be, ex officio, the treasurer for the 

ambulance districto and such treasurer shall keep a detailed 

account of all tax moneys paid into the fund, of all other 
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moneys from any source received by the districto and of ·all 

payments and disburse.ents fro• the fund. Funds shall be 

paid out on warrants issued by direction of the board of 

trustees. signed by the Majority of Its membership. 

Section 14.· Withdrawal of portion of district· 

petition for. ·{1) Any portion of an ambulance district 111ay 

be withdrawn therefra., as in this section providedo upon 

receipt of a petition signed by 51~ of the taxpayerso or 

more, residing in and owning property ~ithin the area 

desired to be withdrawn froa any aabulance district• on the 

grounds that such area will not be benefited by reaainlng In 

the di str let. The board of county co-Iss loners shallo ·upon 

the tiling of such a petitiono fix a time for ·the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition which time may not be more than 4 

weeks after the receipt ther·eot. The board shall, at least 2 

weeks prior to the time so fixedo publish a notice of such 

hearing in two successive issues of a newspaper published in 

the county. No petition for withdrawal may be entertained or 

acted upon by the board unless the same is filed before 

December 31 of the preceding year. 

(2) Any person interested may appear at the hearing 

and present objections to the withdrawal of the portion from 

the district. The board shall consider the petition and all 

objections thereto, pass upon the merits thereof, and make 

its order in accordance therewith. 
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13) A withdrawal shall be effective as of January 

following the issuance of the withdrawal order. Such order 

Is subject to review by the district court of the county and 

appeal may be taken from the final judgment of such district 

court to the supre•e court of Montana. All taxable property 

within the withdrawn area shall re•ain subject to taxation 

for any bonded indebtedness of the ambulance district 

existing as of the effective date of the withdrawal. to the 

same extent as it would have been subject If not withdrawn. 

Section 15 •· A 1 terat ion of boundarIes' -- annexation. 

11) The ·boundaries of any such public ambulance district may 

be altered and outlying districts be annexed fro. territory 

contiguous thereto in the following manner: a petition 

signed by 10% or more freeholders within the territory 

proposed to be annexed or by a majority of such freeholders 

If there are less than 25 residing within the area proposed 

to be annexedo designating the boundaries of such contiguous 

territory proposed to be annexed and asking that it be 

annexed to the public ambulance district, shall be presented 

to the board of county commissioners of the county in which 

said public ambulance district is situated. 

12) At the first regular meeting after the 

presentation of the petition. the board of county 

commissioners shall cause notice of the petition to be 

published in two successive issues of a newspaper published 

-15- S3 240 

s 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0240/02 

in the county prior to the date fixed by the board for the 

hearing of the petition which date may not be less than 4 

weeks after the filing of the petition. Upon the date fixed 

for the hearing or continuance thereofo the board shall take 

up and consider the petition and any objections whic·h may be 

file-d to the inclusion of any additronal area or territory 

in the district. The board of county co~lssioners may by 

order entered on its minutes grant the petition either in 

whole or in part ando by order entered on its •inuteso •ay 

alter the boundaries of the public ambulance district and 

annex thereto all or such portion of the area or territory 

described in the petition as will be benefited thereby. 

131 This territory shall beco.e and be a part of the 

public a•bulance district on the date fixed in the order of 

annexation and shall be subject to the taxes authorized by 

this acto including taxes for any preexisting indebtedness. 

together with the preexisting area of said dlstrlcto and 

such taxes shall be uniform for the whole area and territory 

in the districto as enlarged. 

Section 16. Dissolution of district. Ill At any time 

after 5 years from the date any public ambulance district is 

createdo such district may be dissolved upon presentation to 

the board of county commissioners of a petition signed by at 

least 51% of the owners of property lying within such 

district as shown by the last completed assessment roll. 
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Upon the filing of such petition, the Doard of county 

commissioners shall set a ti•e for hearing the same and 

3 shall cause notice thereof to be posted In at least three 

4 separate public places within the district for at least 2 

5 weeks prior to the hearing and to be puDlished for at least 

b two successive issues in a newspaper published in the county 

1 prior to such hearing. 

8 (2} If upon such hearing the co .. issioners find the 

9 petition to be sufficien·t and that the district is not 

10 indebted in any amount beyond funds lm•ediately available to 

11 extenguish all of its debts and oblrgatlons and that there 

12 is good reason for the dissolution of such district, the 

13 commissioners. shall enter upon their minutes an order 

14 dissolving such district. Such order shall be filed of 

15 recordo and the dissolution shall be effective for all 

1b purposes b months after the date of filing the order of 

17 dissolution, providing that at or before such time the board 

18 of trustees of the district certifies to the board of county 

19 com~issioners that all debts and obligations of the district 

20 have Deen paid, discharged or irrevocably settled together 

21 with le']al ;>roof thereof. Any assets of the district 

22 remaining after all debts and obligations of the district 

23 have been paido discharged, or irrevocably settled shall 

24 become the property of the county. 

25 Section 17. Repealer. Sections b9-3601o 69-3602, and 
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69-3603, R.C.H. 1947, are repealed. 
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S~NATE ~ILL NU. ~40 

Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

INTR~DUC~D BY :ct~LlUM 

A BILL ~0k AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ~UTHOKlllNG THE 

CllfATltJ'l ANI.l ESTABLISH"'ENT Of AMBULANCE OISHllCTS• RELATING 

TO TH= TEKRITDRY THAT MAY ~E INCLUDED WITHIN ANY SUCH 

:liSTRiC T; OEF-ININ:; •AMBULANCE FACILITIES"; PROVIDING 

PROCEDURES FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH OISIRICTS UPON PETITION 

TO T;t: BOARD Of COUtHY COMMISSIONERS Of ANY COUNTY AND FOR 

ELECTIU~S UPON THE QUESTION OF CREATING SUCH DISTRICTS; 

PRESCH !-'.ING THE QUALIFICATIONS Of PETITIONERS FJR THE 

CREATlu~ Of SUCH DISTRICTS AND REQUIRING PERSONS VOTING AT 

ELECTIONS FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS TO BE BWN£~-BF 

PRB~*f¥--Wf~HfN-5~eH-Bf5fR~ QUALIFIEQ ELECT~; DEfiNING 

THE PCHiRS Of SUCH DISTKICTS; PROVIDING ED~ THE MANAGEMENT 

~f SJtH DISTRICTS ~y A BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FOR THE 

AUMINISTRATIO~ Of THE fUNDS OF SUCH DISTRICTS JY SUCH 80ARO 

Jf HUSTEES; ANrl Po<.OVIDI'IG PRO(EOURE~ FO~ AN:-iEXAliON OF 

AODIT i, · <Al LA!IIC A~EA Nil HIN ANY SUCH DIST.UCT1"-ItNt!-;H'P.f:ArfN6 

5i:e~f~;.;,-~o9-~&e+T-~¥-*tti'-ltioiB-&9-~oe3y-J<:..,E ... ,., ... -r-9.,-i." 

~~ ll <ACT~D ~y THi LEGISLATURE Of lH[ STATE Df 4~'1TA~A: 

3~cti~~ t. Purp0~0 0f act -all OW<LJ 1 3 territory 

e~br~c0d within ambula~ce Jistrjct. ThP purpas~ of this dCt 

is to J~tnorize tn~ astablishm~nt of anbulancP ~istricts 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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which shall have power to supply ambulance facilities and 

2 servic~s to r~sidents of such districts and, as herein 

3 3Uthorized, to ot~ers. An ambulance district ~ay c&ntain the 

4 entir· territory embraced within a county or any portion or 

5 subdivision thereof. 

0 Section 2. Ambulance facilities defined. As used in 

7 this chapter. unless the context otherwise requires, 

B •azbulance facilities• me3n one or more ambulances and 

9 related equip~ent. including but not li~it~d to ~obile life 

10 support systems. communication equipment, garage and sto~age 

11 facilities. and training programs for unpaid voluntee~ 

12 ambulance d~ivers and attendants. 

13 Section 3. Petition to board of county commissione~s. 

1't (l) Proceedings for creation of an ambulance district shall 

15 b~ i~itiated by a petition. signed by not l~ss than 30t of 

lo the qualified electors of the proposed ambulance district 

17 who .ar-e taxpayers upon property within the proposed 

18 ambulance district and whose names appear on the last 

19 complet~d assess~nt roll tor state and county t~xes. The 

20 p~tition m~y cor.sist of one sh~et or sever~l s!1P.ets 

ll i denticctl in form 'lr.d fastened to.,~tlKr aftf>r being 

22 circul~ted and si~ned s0 as to form a ~in~le. co~p1etP 

2J petition befor£ bPing 1elivered to th? county cl~rk. The 

2~ ,etition shall oiv~ thP post-office ajiress ~nd votinq 

2> preci~ct of 2~ch p~tition~r. nn1y persons who 3re ~ualtfie~ 
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to si'n such petitions shall be Qualifi~n to circulate the 

s::Jme, ~nd there shall be attached to the cn~plete pPtition 

the atf idavit of so""' p~rsoo1 who circulated or assist<>d in 

circulating the petition that he believes the signatures 

there,n are genuine a~d the signers knew the contents 

t~ere~f hefore signing tn" same. The complete petition, 

addressed to the board of county commissioners of the county 

in o~hich the proposed district is situated, shall he filed 

with the county clerk who shall within 15 Jays thereafter 

carefully examine the same and the county records showing 

the ~ualifications of the petitioners and attach it to a 

certificate under his official signature and the seal cf his 

office. The certificate shall set forth: 

(a} the total number of persons who are registered 

electors within the prooosed ambulance district and whose 

names appear upon the last completed assessment roll for the 

state 2nd county taxe~; 

(b) which and how many ot the persons whose n"mes are 

subscri,ed to such oetition are possessed of all of the 

qualifications required of siqners to sucn ~etiti0n; 

(c} whether such ~ualified signers constitut~ mora or 

1 ess than 30l of the reqi stered electors of the proposed 

ambul a nee district whfl ;:~-re ta~p.ayers upon p.roperty th-?-r-eor, 

and whose names app~ar on the last completed as~e~S~Pnt ro11 

to~ t~P st.~tE znd coLJntv taxes. 
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ILl The county cl~~k shall present the p~tition and 

his c~rtificate to th~ bodrd of county commissioners at its 

first :neeting ho>ld after hoo> has attached his certificat<>o 

The b~ard shall thereupon carefully examine the P"'tition 

and, if it is found th~t the petition is in o~op'r form an1 

t;~ars t.he r~quisit~ numb,~,.- of si.:~~natures_ of qua1 if iEJd 

petition.-rs, the board shall by resolution call a il'<aring on 

the c~aation of such ambulance district. A notice of such 

hearin~ shall be published in a newspaper havinc qeneral 

circulation in the territory within the boundaries of the 

proposed ambulance district, once each week for at least l. 

weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks before 

the nearing. If there is no newspaper having general 

circulation within the boundaries of the pro,osed dWbulance 

district, the notice of hearing shall be posted in at 1 east 

three public olaces within the boundaries of thP prouosed 

district for Z weeks before the hE'arin<]o The notice shclll 

state the time, data, place, and purpos~ of the hearinq. 

de~cri~~ the boundaries of the prorosed ambul3nce ~istrict, 

and state that ~ny person residinc in or ownino property 

wit~in the proposed ambulance district may ~p?ear in support 

of or in opposition to tha oetition at such he~ri~g. 

Section 4. }iearina. At thP time fixed for the hearin~· 

tha b3~rd shall hear 311 competent and relevAnt tEsti~ony 

'>ffqr _,1 in suoport of or in orposition to the p0tition and 
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the crRation of sucn 1istrict. ThP hearin] may be adjourned 

fro~ tiT~ to timg for the determination of facts or hearinq 

petiti~ners or objectors without additional published or 

poste~ notice, but no 3djournment may exceed 2 w~eks in all 

from ~nc aft~r the date originally noticed and publish~d for 

t~e h?.arin3• 

~&ction 5. Election on au~stion of creation of 

,j i strict. The board of county co•mi ss loners, upon completion 

of the hearing, shall proceed by resolution to refer the 

question of the creation of such district to the persons 

qualitied to vote on such proposition. The boardo in its 

resol:.~tion of referenc'!, •ay make such changes in the 

bound~ries of the proposed district as it considers 

advis3t.le 0 without, however, including any additione~l lands 

not J2scribed in the ~etition, and it shall call an election 

upon tn~ question of the creation of th<? district. 

:;,,ction &. '<eso1ution 3nd order of board. ( ll Th" 

hoard c:ust, in its resolution. designata w'l?ther a sreci'll 

"lectio'1 shall be held or wheth<>r the matter shall be 

d~ter~ined tt the n2xt oenera1 el~ction • If a special 

e>lecti ·1n is nrderedy the board must, in its ord~~, s~J~city 

the d:t., for such election and the voting places and shall 

.>;:>p:>int and d<"s ignate judi]es "'nd clerks therefor. 

( 2) T'le election sh>ll be held in all n·spects as 

n~arly as practic"'ble in confor~ity with th~ q~ner.al 
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electio.~ laws; provided th1t if a special election is held, 

the pulls s'lall he opo;,n fro:n il a.m. to 6 .,.m. on the day 

app~int~d for such election. 

(3) At such election. the ballots must contain with 

wor1s, "ADbulance District, Yes" and "Ambulance District• 

No a. rhe judges of the election shall certify to the board 

of county commissioners the results of the election. 

(41 No person may b~~+++ed--te vote at such 

election who has not attained legal age cr AHU who is not ftft 

cwft~--c+--prep~-w+~h+n-~fteuftder~-o+-tfte~r+~t-e~ 

de+~--by--t:l'le--rcH-cf--~-ee1ft'l~y.-ett+y- qael i ~ 

~~+~~ered--e+eetcr~--...e~+d+ftg-w+t:Joo+ft-t~-~r~ed-&mbH+en~e 

d~tr+e~-whc-cre-~cvpcyer~-dp&ft-prope~~he~n--eftd--whc~e 

fteme~--c~pe~--&n-the-+e~~-~+~ed-~e~~.ent-rc++-+cr-~e 

~~c~e-~nd-eetinty-~~§-~fte++-fteY@-the-r+~ht-te-vcte--~--tfte 

que~t+cn-o+-the-ereet+cn-o+-the-e~tt+ftftee-e+~trfety 

s~ction 1. Favorable vote-- commissioners fin~lly to 

or9anizs district. In the event that a ~ajority of the votes 

c>st ~r~ in fdvor of the creation and establishment of the 

a:llbul >nee district, the board of county com:nissioners shall, 

withi~ 1J days after t~e election, by resolution certify 

such r~sult and proce~d with the or9~niz~tio~ of such 

distrjct as herein sryecified. After 2J days fro~ the 

~assa~0 of such r2solution, th~ validity of the creation of 

sucn 3!T'b1Jl.2:1C.f:>- district and the regularity of all 
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orocecOinqs oreliminary thereto m~y not bn questioned or 

assart~d in a~y leg~l ~ction. 

~ection B. Governuent of district -- a~pointment 9 

election, and term~ of trustees. (1) The ambulance district 

shall be qoverned and managed by a board of thre2 or five 

trust?es, elected by the registered electors residin9 in the 

1istrict. The number of trustees on tha board and, if the 

numoer is set at fiv~, the initial terms of two trustees, 

shall be fixed by the bylaws of the district. 

(2) The trustees must be elected from among the 

registered electors qualified to vote at qeneral elections 

within said district. The first board of trustees shall be 

elected at the same election held upon the creation of the 

district, subject to the creation thereof, shall qualify 

upon the or~anization of the district, if created, and the 

trust~es ~ay be nominated and have their names appear uoon 

the Dallots u 0on the filin~ with the board of county 

commissioners of a petition signed by any five qualified 

electors of the district. Any elector may sian as many 

nominatinq petitions as there are persons to be elected. 

(3} The trustees elected for the first board shall 

szrve for terms commencing upon thei~ Qein1 el~cted 3nd 

qual ifi~d and terminatino 1, z, and 3 y?ars resr~ctively. 

from the first ~onday in May follo~in9 their &lPcticn and 

until tneir respectiv~ successors are elect~d Jnd nual if y. 
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A~nually thereafter there ~ay be elected a trustee to serve 

for a t 'r'll of 3 years and until his successor is qualified, 

and such tPrm of 3 years shall commence on the first Monday 

in Aay followin? the trustee•s election. 

[4) All elections and nominations for el~ction of 

trust,occ; thereafter shall be conducte1 by th~ qu,•l ified 

voters in the same manner as provided by the la~s of the 

state of ~ontan3 for the election of school trustees of a 

second- or third-class school district. provided that 

wherever in the laws of the state of Montana it is provided 

that certain action shall be performed or filinys m~de with 

the clerk of the school board. the trustees or the board of 

trustP.es of the school district. or the county 

superintendent of schools, the same shall, for the curposes 

of this act• be taken to refer to the clerk of the board of 

trust~es of the ambulance district, th~ truste~s or th? 

board of trustees of the ~ublic ambulance district, or the 

county clerk• respectively. 

(5} If there is no nomination petition fil~d, it is 

not nec~ssary to hold an election but the board of county 

commissioners shall apooint a trustee to fill the term, the 

term to be the same as if the t~ustPe were el~cted. 

(~) The trustees •t their first meeting shell ;odopt 

hylaw~ for the government and man;ogement of the district and 

shall ~pooint a qualified oerson to serv~ as clerk of the 
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board, who ~ay or ~ay not be one of th~ir number. The 

trust ~s shall serve without pay. A vacancy upon the board 

of trustees cr in the office of clerk sh3\l be filled by 

a?poi:lt;nent ~y the r2maining members, ':!nd the i.l.ppointee 

shall serve until th~ next ensuino election for trustees. 

Section 9. Po~ers of district. (1) An ambulance 

district shall ~ave all powers necessary and convenient to 

the acquisition, betterment, operation, maintenance, and 

ad~inistration of such a~bulance facilities as its board of 

trust~es considers necessary and expedient. ~ithout 

limitation on the foregoing general grant of powers, an 

ambulance district, acting by its board of trustees, =ay: 

(~) employ ad~inistrative and other personnel, le1al 

counsel, engineers, architects, accountants, and other 

qualifi~d p2rsons, ~ho may be paid for their services by 

~onthly salaries, hourly wages, and pension benefits or by 

sue~. t-f·E"s as may be agre-ed upon; 

(b) cause reports, plans, studies, and reCO·•lmendat ions 

to ~e r:rcp~red; 

(c) lease~ 9urchas~, ~nd contract for the ourch3se of 

r~al -, nd pE>rson~l 9rnperty by option, contr~ct for deed, 

condition31 s:Jles contrJct, or ":other-wisF~ anJ 3C:::)~Jire re11l or 

personal property by qift; 

( c ) lease or ourc~~se vnd Pquip necGssary ambulance 

f~cil i~irs dn~ ~aintain ti1e same; 

-9- s, . .'4:l 

1 

2 

3 

'+ 

') 

6 

s 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1-1 

2•) 

l1 

2? 

}j 

24 

.;;~ 5 

Sd 0240/03 

(e) contract with private ambulance operators to 

provijc ambulance service within the district; 

(t) adopt by resolution rules for th~ operation and 

ad~inistration of any and all facilities under its control 

and f~r orovision of ambulance service; 

(o) i~pose hy res1lution and collect charqes 

services provided and made available by it; 

(11) levy taxes; 

(i) borrow money and issue bonds; 

for all 

{j) procure insurance against liability of the 

district or its officers. employees, and unpaid volunteer 

drivers and attendants for torts committed within the scope 

of their official duties, whether govern'ltental or 

propri3tary, and against damage to or destruction of any of 

its f~cilities, equipment, or other property; 

(k) sell or lease any of its equipment or supplies as 

~ay b2 considered expedient; 

(1) cause audits to be made of its accounts, books. 

voucb?rs, and funds by conpetent public account3nts. 

(/) Such an ambulance district must provide its 

services to persons without reQ.3Jd to rac~9 colot• or sex, 

but t~is nbli~ation does not prevPnt the ooard of trustees 

of such ambul~nce Jistrict from establis~inn reasonable 

minimuw rJtes for "'lmbu1ance, service-s, and suppl i es. 

Indie;~nt'5 '1eeninf) suc~1 Sf ... rvicas9 and fer the r·"ndition of 
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which provision is ~ade by the laws of Montana, must be 

providPd such a~bulance SPrvice on terms and rates 

prescribed or authorized by law. 

(31 An ambulance district may borrow mon~y by the 

issuance of its bonds to provide funds for paym~nt of part 

or 311 ~f the cost of acquisition, equipment, iT>provement, 

and ~etterment of ambulance facilities and to provide an 

adequate vorkinq capital for a new ambulance, but the amount 

of bonds issued for such purpose and outstanding at any ti•e 

•ay not exceed 5~ of taxable property therein, as 

ascertained by the l3St assess~ent for state and county 

t3x~s previous to the issuance of such bonds. such bonds 

shall be authorized, sold, issued, and provision made for 

their payment in the ~anner and subject to the conditions 

and liDlitations prescribed for bonds of second- or 

third-class school districts by 75-3903 thr0ugh 15-3934. 

Nothi~~ precludes the nrovisions of &9-5301 throuqh 69-5313 

allowing th~ state to a~ply for and accept federal funds. 

Section 10. ~udqet and tax levy. The board of 

ambulance trustees shall, annually, pres~nt th~ir budoet to 

the b~ard of county commissioners at the renular budoet 

meetincs as prescribed by law and therewith certify the 

amount of money necessary and proper for th~ ensuino year. 

The ~o~rd of county commissioners mustr annually, at the 

tima ~; lavying county taxe& fix and levy 3 tax in mills 
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upon 211 ~roperty within the ambulance district cl~arly 

suffici~nt to raise the amount certified by the board of 

ambulance trustees. The tax so levied for all 3.nbul<~nce 

district purposes oth~r than pay~ent of bonded indebtedness 

may not in any year exceed 3-m+++~ l_BlLl on each ~oll~r of 

taxable valuation of property within the district. 

~ection 11. Additional tax levy -- election 

majority vote required. (1) If the maximum levy of 3-~++~ l 

~ on each dollar of taxable valuation of property within 

the ambulance district is inadequate to raise the amount of 

money certified as necessary and proper by the board of 

ambulance trustees, as provided in lb-~309, the board of 

county commissioners may make an additional l~vy upon he 

taxable property within the ambulance district of 3 mills or 

less sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board 

of ambulance trustees. 

(2) Before the additional levy may be made, the 

question shall be submitt~d to a vote of th~ people at some 

gene-rcl or special election in the following form: Shall 

there b? an ~dditional levy of (specify number) mills upon 

the taxable pro?erty of the (specify ambulance district) 

necessary to raise the sum of {specify the amount to be 

raiseJ by the addition31 tax levy) for th~ puroose of 

(so~cify rurpose for which the additional l~vy is made)? 

rOR an a1ditional levy to rai~e the SUM of (5tate the 

-ll- S': 240 
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tax levy), 

AGAI~ST ~n a1ditional tax levy to r~ise the sum of 

(~tate amount to b~ raised by the additional 

levy)• being (~ive number) mills. 

tax 

(3) A ~ajority of t,e votes cast shall be necessary to 

p?ruit the levy which shall be collected in the sam£ m~nner 

as ot,er ambulance district taxes. 

(4) If the calculated percentage of qualified el.ectors 

votinq in the election is less than 30%, the additional levy 

is considered rejected. 

Section 12. Notice -- conduct of election -- returns. 

twtice of the election, cle<Jrly stating the amount and the 

puroose of the additional levy. must be 1iven and the 

election hPld and co~ducted and the returns ~ade in all 

resoerts in the manner orescribed by law with raqarj to the 

sutni~>ion of questions to the electors under the general 

election laws. 

S•cction 13. Tax collections and funds. The procedures 

for tne collection of the tax shall be in accordancn with 

the exi>tinJ laws of the state of Montana. The fund~ 

C<'llected under the t>JX 1 P.VY shall be hel--J by the <"Ounty 

tre=)sur~r who shall b~t ex officio, tt1e treasurer f0r the 

ambulance district, and sucn treasurer shall ~~2p ~ detdilea 

dccuun~ of all tax ~oneys ?aid i~to the fund. of 311 nt~@r 
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moneys from any sourc~ received by the district, and of all 

pay~ents an1 disbursements fro~ the fund. Fun~s shall be 

~ai1 ~ut ~n warrants issued by direction of the board of 

trust~esr siqned oy the majority of its membershi~. 

S~ction 14. Withdrawal of portion of district 

petition for. (1) Any portion of an ambulance district ~ay 

be withdrawn therefro~r as in this section provided, upon 

raceiut of a petition signed by 51% of the taxpayers. or 

more, residinq in and owning property within the area 

desired to be withdrawn from any ambulance district, on the 

grounds that such area will not be benefited by remaining in 

the jistrict. The board of county commissioners shallt upon 

the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition which time may not be more than 4 

wee«s after the recei?t thereof. The board shall, at least Z 

weeks prior to the ti~ so fixed, publish a notice of such 

h~ar i ;19 in two success i VP. issues !lf u nFwspaper published in 

tne county. ~o petition for with~r<Jwal may be entertained or 

acted u~on ~y the board unless the same is filed before 

OecdmJPr 31 of the prec~din~ year. 

(L) Any person interested may appear at th2 hearing 

and prRsent o~jection~ to thP withdrawal of the portion from 

the district. TnR boar~ sna1l consider the oetition and all 

oDj~cti1ns th~retoy pass upon tn~ ~~rits ther~nt, and make 

its or1Pr in 3ccor~~ncP ther~with. 
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[3) A withdrawal shall be effective as of January 1 

follo~inq the issuanc~ of the withdrawal order. Such order 

is suoject to review by the district court ot the county and 

appeal may be taken fro~ the final judgment of such district 

court to the supreme court of Montana. All taxable property 

withi~ th~ withdraw~ area shall remain subject to tax~tion 

for 3ny bonded indebtedness of the ambulance district 

~xisting as of the effective date of the withdrawal. to the 

S3me ~xtent as it would have oeen subject if not withdrawn. 

Section 15. Alteration of boundaries -- annexation. 

[1) Tne boundaries of any such public a•bulance district way 

be altered and ~tlying districts be annexed fro~ 

contiguous thereto in the following •anner: 

sign~d by 10~ or Dare freeholders within the 

territory 

a petition 

territory 

pro?osed to be annexed or by a majority of such freeholders 

if th~re are less than 25 residino within the area nroposed 

to be annexed. desiqnating the boundaries of such contiguous 

territory proposed to be annexed and asking that it be 

annexEd to the public a~bulance Gistrict. shall be presented 

to the ~oard of county co~missioners of the county in which 

said 3U~lic ambu13nce district is situat~~. 

(2) At 

presentation 

commissin.ners 

the 

of the 

shall 

first reqular 

petition, the 

c -.use notiCE: ot 

111eet i ng ~ft2r the 

boud 0f county 

the p~titir:n to be 

oubJ j ·:;he-d in two 5uccessive i sstJes of a news.p:Jp~r 1-1ubl ished 

-15- ~ ·, 241 

l 

~ 

4 

5 

~ 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

l3 

14 

15 

1& 

11 

18 

1 '• 

20 

21 

v 

23 

2<t 

25 

Sh 0£40/03 

in t ·1e county prior to th<e :late t i xed by the board for the 

hearinr of the petition which date may not be less than 4 

weeks after the filino of the petition. Upon the date fixed 

for tne hearing or continuance thereof, the board s~~ll take 

U? anj consider the petition and any objections which m3y be 

filad to the inclusion of any additional area_ Dr territory 

in the· district. The board of county commissioners may by 

order entered on its minutes grant the petition either in 

whole or in part and, by order entered on its minutes. ~ay 

alter the boundaries of the public aMbulance district and 

annex thereto all or such portion of the area or territory 

described in the petition as will be benefited thereby. 

(3) This territory shall beco.e and be a part of the 

public ambulance district on the date fixed in the order of 

annexation and shall be subject to the taxes authorized by 

tnis act.,. includin:;J taxes for any preexistins- ind~~t.tedness. 

toqet1er with the pre~xistinq area of said district, and 

such taxes shall be uniform for the whole area and territory 

in the district, as enlarqed. 

:><!ctior. 16. Dissolution of distri<::t. (1) At any time 

after 5 y~ars from t~e jatP any rutlic ambulance Jistrict is 

creat~c. such district ~ay ~e dissolved upon presentation to 

the boarct of county commissioners of a petition sinned bv at 

least "1% of the owners of pr0perty lyina within such 

distri~t as snown by the last completed assessment roll. 
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Upon the filing of such ?etition, the ~oard of cGunty 

cam~issioners shall set 3 time for h2aring the s~me an1 

shall cause notic~ thereof to be posted in at l2~st three 

~ scpar3t~ public places within the district for at least 2 

'> wee'r.s ('rior to the hearing and to be put>l ished for ;ot least 

~ two s~ccessive issues in a newspaper published in the county 

7 prior to such hP.aring. 

B {2) If upon such hearing the co~issioners find the 

9 petition to be sufficient and that the district is not 

10 indebt<·d in any amount f>Pyond funds imMediately available to 

11 extenguish all of its debts and obligations and that there 

12 is good reason for the dissolution of such district, the 

13 co1111issioners sh~ll enter upon their Minutes an order 

14 dis5olving such district. Such ~rder shall be filed of 

lS racorj, ~nd the dissolution shall be effective for all 

1~ purpos~s 6 months after the date of filing the order of 

17 dissolution, providinq that at or before such time the bo~rd 

ltl of trustees of the district certifies to th~ board of county 

LJ comr.;issioners that all dPbts and obligations of the district 

£:.) have teen p"'id, discharged or irrevocably settled together 

21 •.;iteo l0oal proof thereof. Any assets of the t::istrict 

22 r2~~ininn aftPr ~11 debts and obligations uf th~ district 

23 hav~ ~een paid• disch;,rq<>d• or irrevocably settl·•<J shall 

24 b~comc the ~roperty ot the county. 

2'> ~~~t+o~-~---~~~~+~r----~~t+o~~-69-3~6fy-69-3~~y-end 
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SENATE Bill NO. 240 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

C~EATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF AMBULANCE DISTRICTS, RELATING 

TO THe TERRITORY THAT HAY BE INCLUDED WITHIN 

DISTRICT; DEFINING •AMBULANCE FACILITIES•; 

PRUCEDUKES fOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS UPON 

ANY SUCH 

PROVIDING 

PETITION 

TO T~E BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ANY CuUNTY AND FOR 

ELECTIONS UPON THE QUESTION OF CREATING SUCH DISTRICTS; 

PRESCRIBING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF PETITIONERS FOR THE 

CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS AND REQUIRING PERSONS VOTING AT 

ELECTIONS FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS TO BE BWMERS-BF 

P*9PE~~¥--W~~~N-S~EH-B·S~S QUALIFIED ELECTORS; DEFINING 

THE POWERS OF SUCH DISTRICTS; PROVIDING FOR THE MANAGEMENT 

OF SUCH _DISTRICTS BY A BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FOR THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUNDS OF SUCH DISTRICTS BY SUCH BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES; AND PROVIDING PROCEDURES FOR ANNEXATION OF 

ADDITIONAL LAND AREA WITHIN ANY SUCH OISTRICT~~~PEA~ 

SE&~~N5-69-369~y-6~r-ANS-69-~93y-~.&.~-~~~.• 

BE IT EKACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose of act allowable territory 

embraced within ambulance district. The purpose of this act 

is to authorize the est~blish~ent of ambulance districts 
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which shall have power to supply ambulance facilities and 

services to residents of such districts ando as herein 

authorized, to others. An ambulance district may contain the 

entire territory e•braced within a county or any portion or 

subdivision thereof. 

Section 2. A~bulance facilities defined. As used in 

this chapter, unless 

•a•bulance facilities• 

the 

aean 

context 

one o,-

otherwise requires, 

more aabulances. and 

related equipment, including but not li•ited to mobile life 

support systems, com.unication equip•enty garage and storage 

facilities, and traininq programs for unpaid volunteer 

a•bulance drivers and attendants. 

Section 3. Petition to board of county co•missioners. 

(1) Proceedings for creation of an ambulance district shall 

be initiated by a petition, signed by not less than 30% of 

the qualified electors of the proposed ambulance 

who are taxpayers upon property within the 

aabulance district and whose naaes appear on 

district 

proposed 

the last 

completed assessment roll for state and county taxes. The 

petition may consist of one sheet or several sheets 

identical in form and 

circulated and si;ned so as 

fastened together after being 

to form a sinqle, complete 

petition before being delivered to the county clerk. The 

petition shall give the post-office address and voting 

preci,ct of each petitioner. Only persons who are qualified 

-2- sa 240 



l 

2 

3 

It 

, 
b 

1 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

)6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ss 0240/0't 

to sign such petitions shall be qualified to circulate the 

same, and there shall be attached to the complete petition 

the affidavit of some person who circulated or assisted in 

circulating the petition that he believes the signatures 

there~n are genuine and the signers knew the contents 

thereof before signing the same. The complete petition, 

addressed to the board of county co .. issioners of the county 

in which the proposed district is situated, shall be filed 

with the county clerk who shall within 15 days thereafter 

carefully examine the same and the county records showing 

the ~ualifications of the petitioners and attach it to a 

certificate under his official signature and the seal of his 

office. The certificate shall set forth: 

(~t the total number of persons who are registered 

electors within the proposed ambulance district and whose 

names appear upon the last co•pleted assessment roll for the 

state and county taxes; 

(bt which and how many of the persons whose names are 

subscribed to such petition are possessed of all of the 

qualifications required of signers to such petition; 

(c) whether such qualified signers constitute more or 

less than 30% of the registered electors of the proposed 

a~buldnce district who are taxpayers upon property thereon 

and whose names appear on the last completed assessment roll 

for the state and county taxes. 
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(2) The county clerk shall present the petition and 

his certificate to the board of county co•missioners at its 

first weeting held after he has attached his certificate. 

The board shall thereupon carefully exa•ine the petition 

and, if it is found that the petition is in proper fora and 

bears the requisite nu•ber of signatures· of qualified 

petitioners, the board shall by resolution call a hearing on 

the creation of such ambulance district. A notice of such 

hearing shall be published in a newspaper having general 

circulation in the territory within the boundaries of the 

proposed ambulance district, once each ~eek for at least 2 

weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks before 

the hearing. If there is no ne~spaper having general 

circulation within the boundaries of the proposed ambulance 

district, the notice of hearing shall be posted in at least 

three public places within the boundaries of the proposed 

district for 2 weeks before the hearing. The notice shall 

state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing, 

describe the boundaries of the proposed ambulance district, 

and state that any oerson residing in or ownin~ property 

within the proposed ambulance district may appear in support 

of or in opposition to the oetition at such hearing. 

Section 4. Hearing. At the time fixed for the hearing, 

the b~ard shall hear all competent and relevant testimony 

offered in support of or in opposition to the petition and 
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the creation of such dist~ict. The hearing •ay be adjourned 

from ti•e to time for the determination of facts or hearing 

petitioners or objectors without additional published or 

posteJ notice, but no adjournment may exceed 2 weeks in all 

fro• and after the date originally noticed and published for 

the hearing. 

Section s. Election on question of creation of 

district. The board of county commissioners, upon co•pletion 

of the hea~ing, shall p~oceed by resolution to ~efer the 

question of the creation of such district to the persons 

qualified to vote on such p~oposition. The boa~d, in its 

resolution of ~efe~enceo may make such changes in the 

bound3ries of the proposed dist~ict as it conside~s 

advisable, without, howevero including any additional lands 

not described in the petition, and it shall call an election 

upon the _question of the creation of the district. 

Section 6. Resolution and o~der of boa~d. (1• The 

board must, in its ~esolution, designate whethe~ a special 

election shall be held o~ whether the matter shall be 

deterBined at the next general election. If a special 

election is o~dered, the board ~st, in its order, specify 

the date fo~ such election and the voting places and shall 

appoint and designate judges and clerks the~efor. 

(2) The election shall be held in all respects as 

nearly as practicable in conformity with the general 
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election laws; provided that if a special election is heldo 

the polls shall be open f~o• 8 a.m. to 6 P••• on the day 

appointed for such election. 

(3) At such election, the ballots aust contain with 

wo~dso •A•bulance District, Yes• and •Ambulance Oist~ict 0 

No•. The judges of the election shall ce~tify to the boa~d 

of county co••issione~s the ~esults of the election. 

(4) No pe~son 11ay be-qite+-H'~d--ioe vote at such 

election who has not attained legal age or AKQ who is not 

DIHf&WISE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR. &n-OWfter-ef--p~per~y--w~n 

~fte-b-rttfl!t1"-i-es-o+-ttte-di-sff~~+tted-ey ~he r eH--o+-ithe 

eeufttyw--Sft+y qHa\i~+ee.-~ered-e~s-residing w;~hin 

~1\e-~reftesed--~anee--~eto--who--ttt"f!---peye-rs-~ 

~roper~y---~~e+n--end--whDse-~eees-~ee~-en--~e--~ 

co..,.te1:ed-essesS111efti:-reH-~fte--..-i:e--tmd--~--~ 

she•+-neve-~ne-r~-~e~~ne-ques~n of ~he-eree~n 

o+-~h~--ttu+enee-Mitiorie1:w 

Section 1. Favorable vote -- con.issioners finally to 

or9anize district. ln the event that a majority of the votes 

cast a~e in favo~ of the creation and establish.ent of the 

ambulance dist~ict, the board of county co••issione~s shall, 

within lO days after the electiono hy resolution ce~tify 

such result and proceed with the organization of such 

district as he~ein specified. After 20 days fro• the 

passaJe of such resolution, the validity of the creation of 
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regularity of 

be questioned 

all 

or 

Section a. Governaent of district -appoint•ent, 

election. and ter•s of trustees. {1) The ambulance district 

shall be governed and managed by a board of three or five 

trustees, elected by the registered electors residing in the 

district. The nuMber of trustees on the board ando if the 

nuMber is set at five, the initial terms of two trustees. 

shall be fixed by the bylaws of the district. 

(21 The trustees .ust be elected fro• aaong the 

regist~red electors qualified to vote at general elections 

within said district. The first board of trustees shall be 

elected at the sa.e election held upon the creation of the 

district, subject to the creation thereof, shall qualify 

upon the organization of the district, if created, and the 

trustees •ay be nominated and have their naaes appear upon 

the ballots upon the filing with the board of county 

commissioners of a petition signed by any five qualified 

electors of the district. Any elector may siqn as many 

nominating petitions as there are persons to be elected. 

{3) The trustees elected for the first board shall 

serve for terms commencing upon their being elected and 

qualified and ter•inatinq lo 2o and 3 years respectively. 

fro• the first Monday in Hay following their election and 
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until their respective successors are elected and qualify. 

Annually thereafter there may be elected a trustee to serve 

f3r a ter• of 3 years and until his successor is qualified, 

and such tera of 3 years shall coaaence on the first Monday 

in ~ay following the trustee's election. 

(It) All elections and no11inations for election of 

trustees thereafter shall be conducted by thP qualified 

voters in the saae manner as provided by the laws of the 

state of Montana for the election of school trustees of a 

second- or third-class school district, provided that 

wherever in the laws of the state of Montana it is provided 

that certain action shall be perforaed or filinQs •ade with 

the clerk of the school board, the trustees or the board of 

trustees of the school district. or the county 

superintendent of schools, the same shall, for the purposes 

of this acto be taken to refer to the clerk of the board of 

trust~es of the ambulance district, the trustees or the 

board of trustees of the public ambulance district, or the 

county clerk, respectively. 

(5) If there is no nomination petition fil~d. it is 

not necessary to hold an election but the board of county 

commissioners shall ap?oint a trustee to fill the termo the 

terR to be the sa~e as if the trustee were elected. 

(6~ The trustees at their first meeting shall adopt 

bylaws for the government and ~anagement of the district and 
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shall appoint a qualified person to serve as clerk of the 

board, who aay or may not be one of their number. The 

trustees shall serve without pay. A vacancy upon the board 

of trustees or in the office of clerk shall be filled by 

appointaent by the re•aininq members, and the appointee 

shall serve until the next ensuing election tor trustees. 

Section 9. Powers of district. (1} An a•bulance 

district shall have all powers necessary and convenient to 

the acquisition, betterment, operation, •aintenance, and 

administration of such ambulance facilities as its board of 

trustees considers necessary and expedient. Without 

limitation on the foregoing general grant of powers, an 

anbulance district, acting by its board of trustees, may: 

{a) employ ad•inistrative and other personnel, leqal 

counsel, engineers, architects, accountants, and other 

qual ifie~ persons, who m~y be paid for their services by 

monthly salaries. hourly wages, and pension benefits or by 

such fees as aay be agreed upon; 

(b) cause reports, plans, studies, and recoamendations 

to be prepared; 

(c) lease, purchase, and contract for the purchase of 

real and personal property by option, contract for deed, 

conditional sales contract, or otherwise and acquire real or 

personal property by gift; 

(d) lease or purchase and equip necessary ambulance 
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operators to 

operation and 

administration of any and all facilities under its control 

and for provision of ambulance service; 

{g) impose by resolution and collect charges for all 

services provided and made available by it; 

(h) levy taxes; 

(i) borrow money and issue bonds; 

{j) procure insurance against liabi,ity of the 

district or its officers, employees, and unpaid volunteer 

drivers and attendants for torts comaitted within the scope 

of their official duties, whether govern~ntal or 

proprietary, and against damage to or destruction of any of 

its facilities, equipment, or other property; 

(k) sell or lease any of its equipment or supplies as 

may be considered expedient; 

(1) cause audits to be made of its accounts, bookso 

vouchers, and funds by competent public accountants. 

(2) Such an ambulance district must provide its 

services to persons without regard to race, color, or sexo 

but this obligation does not prevent the board of trustees 

of such ambulance district from establishing reasonable 

minimum rates for ambulance, services, and supplies. 
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Indi]ants needing such se~vices, and for the rerdition of 

which provision is made oy the laws of ~ontana, must be 

p~ovided suer. ambulance service on terms ond rates 

prescribed or authorizert by law. 

(31 An a~bulance jistrict may borrow money by the 

issuance of its bonds to provide funds for payment of part 

or all of the cost of acquisition, equipment, improvement• 

and betterMent of ambulance facilities and to provide an 

adequate working capital for a new ambulance, but the amount 

of bonds issued for such purpose and outstanding at any time 

may not exceed 5& of taxable p~operty therein, as 

ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes ~revious to the issuance of such bonds. Such bonds 

shall be authorized, sold, issued, and provision made for 

their payment in the manner and subject to 

and limitations prescribed for bonds 

the conditions 

of second- or 

third-class school districts by 75-3903 through 75-3934. 

Nothing precludes the orovisions of 69-5301 through 69-5313 

allowinn the state to ~~ply for and accept federal funds. 

Section 10. Budoet and tax levy. The board of 

ambulance trustees shall, annually, present their budget to 

the board of county commissioners at the regular budget 

meetinqs as prescribed by law and therewith certify the 

amount of money necessary and proper for the ensuing year. 

The ~oard of county commissioners must, annually, at the 
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time ~f levying county taxes fix and levy a tax in mills 

upon all property within the ambulance district clearly 

sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board of 

ambulance trustees. The tax so levied for all ambulance 

district purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness 

may not in any year exceed 3-.+++~ 1-BLLL on each dollar of 

taxable valuation of property within the district. 

SEction 11. Additional tax levy -- election 

•ajority vote required. (1) If the maximum levy of 3-M+T+s ~ 

~ on each dollar of taxable valuation of property within 

the a~bulance district ;s inadequate to raise the amount of 

money certified as necessary and proper by the board of 

a~bulance trustees, as provided in 16-4309, the board of 

county commissioners may make an additional levy upon he 

taxable property within the ambulance district of 3 mills or 

less sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board 

of ambulance trustees. 

(2) Before the additional levy may be made, the 

question shall be submitted to a vote of the people at some 

~eneral or special election in the followinq fvrm: Shall 

there be an additional levy of (specify number) mills upon 

the taxable property of the (specify ambulance district) 

necessary to raise the sum of (s~ecify the amount to be 

raisert by the additional tax levy) for the ~urpose of 

(specify purpose for which the additional levy is made)? 
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OFOR an additional levy to raise the sua of (state the 

amount to be raised by the additional tax levy), 

being (give nu~ber) mills. 

OAGAINST an additional tax levy to raise the sum of 

(state amount to be raised by the additional tax 

levy), being (give number) mills. 

(3) A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to 

per~it the levy which snall be collected in the same manner 

as ot~er ambulance district taxes. 

(4) If the calculated percentage of qualified electors 

votin1 in the election is less than 30%, the additional levy 

is considered rejected. 

Section 12. Notice -- conduct of election -- returns. 

Notice of the election, clearly stating the amount and the 

purpose of the additional levy, .ust be given and the 

election held and conducted and the returns made in all 

respects in the manner prescribed by law with regard to the 

submission of questions to the electors under the general 

election laws. 

Section 13. Tax collections and funds. The procedures 

for the collection of the tax shall be in accordance with 

the eKisting laws of the state of Montana. The funds 

collected under the tax levy shall be held by the county 

treasurer who shall be, ex officio, the treasurer for the 

ambul~nce district, and such treasurer shall keep a detailed 
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account of all tax .oneys paid into the fundw of all other 

moneys from any source received by the district, and of all 

payaents and disbursements fro• the fund. Funds shall be 

paid out on warrants issued by direction of the board of 

trustees, signed by the majority of its membership. 

Section 14. Withdrawal of portion of district 

petition for. (1) Any portion of an ambulance district .ay 

be withdrawn therefrom, as in this section provided, upon 

receipt of a petition §igned by 51~ of the taxpayerso or 

more, residing in and owning property within the area 

desired to be withdrawn fro• any a•bulance district, on the 

grounds that such area will not be benefited by remaining in 

the district. The board of county co•aissioners shall, upon 

the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition which ti.e may not be more than 4 

weeks after the receipt thereof. The board shall, .at least 2 

weeks prior to the time so fixedo publish a notice of such 

hearing in two §Uccessive issues of a newspaper published in 

the county. No petition for withdrawal may be entertained or 

acted upon by the board unless the sa~e is filed before 

Oecewber Jl of the precedinQ year. 

(2) Any person interested aay appear at the hearing 

and present objections to the withdrawal of the portion from 

the district. The board shall consider the petition and all 

objections thereto, pass upon the merits thereof, and make 

-14- SB 240 



1 

z 

3 

't 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 02~0/0't 

its order in accordance therewith. 

(3) A withdrawal shall be effective as of January 1 

follo~ing the issuance of the withdrawal order. Such order 

is subject to review by the district court of the county and 

appeal aay be taken from the final judgment of such district 

court to the supreme court of ~ontana. All taxable property 

within the withdrawn area shall re•ain subject to taxation 

for ~ny bonded indebtedness of the ambulance district 

existing as of the effective date of the withdrawal, to the 

saee extent as it would have been subject if not withdrawn. 

Section 15. Alteration of boundaries -- annexation. 

(1) The boundaries of any such public a•bulance district aay 

be altered and outlying districts be annexed from territory 

contiguous thereto in the following •anner: a petition 

signed by 10% or more freeholders within the territory 

proposed to be annexed or by a majority of such freeholders 

if there are less than 25 residing within the area proposed 

to be annexed• designating the boundaries of such contiguous 

territory proposed to be annexed and asking that it be 

annex:d to the public aMbulance district, shall be presented 

to the board of county commissioners of the county in which 

said ~ublic aMbulance district is situated. 

(2) At the first re(lular meeting after the 

presentation of the petition, the board of county 

commissioners shall cause notice of the petition to be 
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published in two successive issues of a newspaper published 

in the county prior to the date fixed by the board for the 

hearing of the petition which date may not be less than 't 

weeks 3fter the filing of the petition. Upon the date fixed 

for the hearing or continuance thereofo the board shall take 

up and consider the petition and any objections which may be 

filed to the inclusion of any additional area or territory 

in the district. The board of county co••issioners may by 

order entered on its •inutes grant the petition either in 

whole or in part and. by order entered on its minutes, •ay 

alter the boundaries of the public ambulance district and 

annex thereto all or such portion of the area or territory 

described in the petition as will be benefited thereby. 

(3) This territory shall beco.e and be a part of the 

public ambulance district on the date fixed in the order of 

annexation and shall be subject to the taxes authorized by 

this act 9 including taxes for any preexisting indebtedness, 

together with the preexisting area of said district, and 

such taxes shall be uniforn for the whole area and territory 

in the district, as enlarged. 

Section 16. Dissolution of district. (1) At any time 

after 5 years fro• the date any public ambulance district is 

creat2do such district may be dissolved upon presentation to 

the board ot county comnissioners of a petition signed by at 

least 51t of the owners of property lying within such 
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dis~rict as shown by the last co•pleted assess•ent roll. 

Upon the filing of such petitiony the board of county 

co•missioners shall set a time for hearing the same and 

shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least three 

separate public places within the district for at least 2 

6 weeks prior to the hearing and to be published for at least 

1 two successive issues in a newspaper published in the county 

a prior to such hearinq. 

9 {21 If upon such hearing the coMmissioners find the 

10 petition to be sufficient and that the district is not 

11 indebted in any aaount beyond funds i-diately available to 

12 extenguish all of its debts and obligations and that there 

13 is good reason for the dissolution of such district, the 

14 com•issioners shall enter upon their minutes an order 

15 dissolving such district. such order shall be filed of 

16 record, and the dissolution shall be effective for all 

17 purposes 6 months after the date of filing the order of 

16 dissolution, providinq that at or before such time the board 

1~ of trustees of the district certifies to the board of county 

20 coa•issioners that all debts and obligations of the district 

21 have been paido discharged or irrevocably settled together 

22 with legal proof thereof. Any assets of the district 

23 re•aining after all debts and obligations of the district 

24 have been paido discharged, or irrevocably settled shall 

25 become the property of the county. 
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Seet+e-H.--fl;epett+<!!f'w---5eeto+on-~&81:..,.-6"1-%8r..-et'ld 

~9-~93y-~•6•~-1:94~...-ere-repee+ett. 

-End-
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·roUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

"-' March 25, 1977 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 240 

1. Amend page 5, section 6, lines 18 through 23. 
Following: "board" 
Strike: lines 18 through 23 in their entirety 
Insert: "shall designate, in its resolution, the date of the 
election. An election tocreate a district under this act 
may only be held in conjunction with a regularly scheduled 
election." 

2. Amend page 6, section 6, lines 1 through 3. 
Follwing: "laws" 
Strike: lines 1 through 3 in their entirety 
Insert: II II . 
3. Amend page 15, section 15, line 15. 
Following: "signed by" 
Strike: 11 10%" 
Insert: "15%" 

4. Amend page 16, section 15, line 8. 
Following: "district." 
Insert: "If a majority of the property owners in the area 
proposed to be annexed to the district file their objection 
to the annexation, the petition shall not be granted." 
AS M1ENDED BE CONCURRED IN 


