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SENATE BILL NO. 240

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUNM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE
CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF AMBULANCE UISTRICTSs RELATING
TD THE TERRITORY THAT MAY BE INCLUDED WITHIN ANY SUCH
DISTRICY; DEFINING “AMBUL ANCE FACILITIES™; PROVIDING
PROCEDURES FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS UPON PETITION
TC THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ANY COUNTY AND FOR
ELECTIONS UPON THE QUESTION OF CREATING SUCH DISTRICTS:
PRESCRIBING = THE ~ QUALIFICATIONS ©OF  PETITIONERS FOR ~ THE
CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS AND REQUIRING PERSONS VOTING AT
ELECTIDNS FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS TO BE OWNERS OF
PROPERTY WITHIN SUCH DISTRICTS; DEFINING THE POWERS OF SUCH
DISTRICTS; PROVIDING FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF SUCH DISTRICTS BY
A BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE = FUNDS
DF SUCH DISTRICTS BY SUCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES; AND PROVIDING
PROCEDURES FOR ANNEXATION OF ADDITIONAL LAND AREA WITHIN ANY
SUCH DISTRICT; AND REPEALING SECTIDONS 69-3601+ 69-3602 AND

6£9-3603y RelCeMa 1947"

BE ET ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE DF MONTANAZ
Section 1. Purpose of act =-—- allowable territory
embraced within ambulance districte The purpose of this act

is to authorize the establishment of ambulance districts
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which shall have power to supply ambulance facilities and
services to residents of such districts ands as herein
authorizedy to otherse. An ambulance district may contain the
entire territory embraced within a county or any portion of
subdivision thereofe

Section 2. Ambulance facilities defineds As used in
this chapters unless the context otherwise requiress
mambulance facilities™ mean one or wmore ambulances and
related equipments including but not limited o mobile 1life
support systemss cCommunication eguipments garage and storage
Faciljtiessy and <raining. programs for unpaid wvolunteer
ambulance drivers and attendantse

Section 3. Petition to board of county commissionerse
{1} Proceedings for creation of an ambulance district shalt
be initiated by 2 petitions signed by not less than 30% of
the qualified electors of the proposed ambulance district
who are taxpayers wupon property within the proposed
ambulance district and whose names appear on the last
completed assessment roll for state and county taxes. The
petition may consist of one sheet or several sheets
identical in form and fastened together after being
circulated and signed so as to form a singler complete
petition before being delivered to the county clerke The
petition shall give the post-office address and voting

precinct of each petitioner. Only persons who are qualified
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to sign such petitions shall be qualified to circulate the
sames and there shall be attached to the complete petition
the affidavit of some person who circulated or assisted in
circulating the petition that he believes the signatures
thereon are genuine and the signers knew the contents
thereof before signing the same. The complete petitionys
addressed to the board of county commissioners of the county
in which the proposed district is situateds shall be filted
with the county clerk who shall within 15 days thereafter
carefully examine the sasmie and the county records showing

the qualifications of the petitioners and attach it to a

certificate under his official signature and the seal of his

officee The certificate shall set forth:

(a) the total number of persons who are registered
electors within the proposed ambulance district and whose
names appear upon the last completed assessment roll for the
state and county taxes;

(b) which and how many of the persons whose names are
subscribed to such petition are possessed of all of the
qualifications required of signers to such petition;

{c} whether - such qualified signers constitute more or
less than 30X of the registered electors of the proposed
ambulance district who are taxpayers upon property thereon
and whose names appear on the last completed assessment rol?

for the state and county taxeses
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(2} The county clerk shall present the petition and
his certificate to the board of county commissioners at its
first meeting held after he has attached his certificatea
The board shall thereupon carefully examine the petition
ande if it is found that the petition is in proper form and
bears the requisite number of signatures of qualified
petitionersy the board shall by resoclution call a hearing on
the creation of such ambulance districte A notice of such
hearing shall be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the territory within the boundaries of the
proposed ambulance districts once each week for at least 2
weeksy the last pubtication to be at least 2 weeks before
the hearinges If there is no newspaper having general
circulation within the boundaries of the proposed ambulance
districtes the notice of hearing shall be posted in at least
three public places within the boundaries of +the proposed
district for 2 weeks before the hearinge The notice shall
state the times, datey placey and purpose of the hearings
describe the boundaries of the proposed ambulance districts
and state that any person residing in or owning property
within the proposed ambulance district may appear in support
of or in opposition to the petition at such hearingas

Section 4« Hearinge At the time fixed for the hearings
the board shall hear all competent and relevant testimony

offered in support of or in opposition to the petition and
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the creation of such districts The hearing may be adjourned
from time to time for the determination of facts or hearing
petitioners or objectors without additional published or
posted notices but no adjournment may exceed 2 weeks in all
from and after the date originally noticed and published for
the hearinge

Section Ss Election on question of creation of
districte The board of county commissionerss upon completion
of the hearings shall proceed by resolution to refer the
question of the creation of such district to the persons
quatified to vote on such propositions The boards in its
resolution ot references may make such changes in the
boundaries of the proposed district as it considers
advisables withouts howevers including any additional lands
not described in the petitijons and it shall call an election
upon therquestion of the creation of the districte.

Section 6 Resolution and order of boarde {1) The
Hoard muste in its resolutions designate whether a spacial
election shall be held or whether the matter shall be
determined at the next general election. If a special
election is ordereds the board muste in its orders specify
the date for such election and the voting places and shall
appoint and designate judges and clerks therefore.

{2) The election shall be held in all respects as

nearly as practicadle in conformity with the general
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election laws; provided that if a special election is bhelds
the polls shall be open from 8 aems 0 5 peme on the day
appointed for such elections

{3) At such elections the ballots must contain with
wordss ™Ambulance Districty Yes®™ and “Ambulance Districte
No". The judqes of the election stall certify to the board
of county commissioners the results of the electione

(4} No person may be qualified to wvote at such
election who has not attained legal age or who is not an
owner of property within the boundaries of the district as
defined by the roll of the countye only - qualifieds
registered electors residing within the proposed ambulance
district who are taxpayers upon property therein and whose
names appear on the last completed assessment roll for the
state and county taxes shall have the right to vote on the
question of the creation of the ambulance districte

Section 7« Favorable vote —— commissioners finally to
organize districte In the event that a majority of the votes
cast are in favor of the creation and establishment of the
ambulance districty the board of county commissioners shally
within 10 days after the elections by resolution certify
such result and proceed with the organization of such
district as herein specifieda After 20 days from the
passage of such resolutions the validity of the creation of

such ambulance district and the regularity of all
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proceedings preliminary thereto may not be questioned or
asserted in any legal actione

Section 8. Government of district -— appointmentsy
electiony and terms of trustees. (1) The ambulance district
shall be governed and managed by a board of three or five
trusteess elected by the registered electors residing in the
districte The number of trustees on the board andy {if the
number is set at fivee the Iinltial terms of two trusteess
shall be fixed by the bylaws of the districta

{2) The trustees wmust be elected froW among the
registered electors qualified to vote at general elections
within said districte The first board of trustees shall be
elected at the same election held upon the creation of the
districts subject to the creatlion thereofy shall qualify
upon the organization of the districte if createdy and the
trustees may be nominated and have their names appear upon
the ballots wupon the Ffiling with the board of county
commissioners of a petition signed by any five qualified
electors of the districts Any elector may sign as many
nominating petitions as there are persons to be elected.

{3) The trustees elected for the first board shall
serve  for terms commencing upon their being elected and
qualified and terminating Iy 2+ and 3 years respectivelys
from the first Monday in May following their election and

until their respective successors are elected and quatifye

—7- 58 240

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

i8

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SB 0240702

Annually thereafter there may be elected a trustee to serve
for a term of 3 years and until his successor is qualifieds
and such term of 3 years shall comaence on the first Monday
in May following the trustee*®s election.

{4} A1 elections and nominations for election of
trustees thereafter shall be conducted by the qualified
voters in the same manner és provided by the laws of the
state of Montana for the election of school trustees of a
second- or third-class school ‘districte provided that
wherever in the laws of the state of Montana it is provided
that certain action shall be performed or filings made with
the clerk of the school boarde the trustees or the board of
trustees of the school districte or the county
superintendent of schoolse the same shalle for the purposes
of this acty be taken to refer to the clerk of the board of
trustees of the ambulance districtey thas trustees or the
board of trustees of the public ambulance districty or the
county clerke respectivelye

{5) If there is no nomination petition fileds it is
not necessary to hold an election but the board of county
commissioners shatl appoint a trustee to fill the terms the
term to be the same as if the trustee were elected.

{6} The trustees at their first ameeting shall adopt
bylaws for the government and management of the district and

shall appoint a3 qualified person to serve as clerk of the
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boards who may or may not be one of their numbere. The
trustees shall serve without pays A vacancy upon the board
of trustees or in the office of clerk shall be filled by
appointment by the remaining memberss and the appointee
shall serve until the next ensuing election for trustees.

Section 9. Powers of  districts (1) an ambulance
district shall bhave all powers necessary and convenient to
the acquisitions bettermente operations maintenances and
administration of such ambulance facilities as its board of
trustees considers necessary and expediente Without
limitation on the foregoing general grant of powerss an
ambulance districty acting by its board of trusteess wmay:

{a) employ administrative and other personnels 1legal
counsels engineersy architectss accountantss and other
qualified personss who may be paid for their services by
monthly salariesy hourly wagess and pension benefits or by
such fee; as may be agreed upon;

{b) cause reportsy planss studiess and recommendations
to be prepared;

{c) 1leases purchases and contract for the purchase of
real and personal property by optlons contract for deeds
conditional sales contracts or otherwise and acquire real or
personal property by gift;

{d) 1lease or purchase and equip necessary ambulance

facilities and maintain the same;

—9- SB 240

- W

-]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0240/02

{e) contract with private ambulance operators to
provide ambutance service within the district;

{f} adopt by resolution rules for the operation and
administration of any and all faciltities under its control
and for provision of ambulance service;

{g) impose by resolution and collect charges for all
services provided and made avaiVYabie by it3

{hy levy taxes;

(i) borrow money and issue bonds;

{j) procure insurance against liability of the
district or its officerss employeess and - unpaid volunteer
drivers and attendants for torts comwmitted within the scope
of their official dutiesy whether governmental or
proprietarys and against damage to or destruction of any of
its facilitiess equipments or other property;

(k) sell or lease any of its equipment or supplies as
may be considered expedient;

(1} cause audits to be made of its accountse bookse
voucherss and funds by competent public accountantse

(2) Such an ambulance district mwmust provide its
services to persons without regard to races colore or sexs
but this obligation does not prevent the board of trustees
of such ambulance district from establishing reasonable
minimum rates for ambulances servicess and suppliess

Indigents needing such servicesys and for the rendition of
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which provision is made by the 1laws of Montanas must be
provided such ambulance service on terms and rates
prescribed or authorized by lawe

(3) An ambulance district may borrow money by the
issuance of its bonds to provide funds for payment of part
or all of the cost of acquisitions eguipmenty improvement,
and betterment of ambulance facilities and to provide an
adequate working capital for a new ambulances but the amount
of bonds issued for such purpose and outstanding at any time
may not exceed 5% of taxable property thereine as
ascertained by the 1last assessment for state and ctounty
taxes previous to the issuance of such bondse. Such bonds
shall be authorizeds solds issueds and provision made for
their payment in the manner and subject to the conditions
and lTimitations prescribed for bonds of second- or
third-class school districts by 75-3903 through 75-3934.
Nothing precludes the provisions of 69-5301 through 69-5313
allowing the state to apply for and accept federal fundse

Section 10« Budget and tax Jevy. The board of
anbulance trustees shally annuallys present their budget to
the board of county commissioners at the regular budget
meetings as prescribed by Jlaw and therewith certify the
amount of woney necessary and proper for the ensuing yeare
The " board of county commissioners musts annuallys at the

time of levying county taxes fix and tevy a tax in mills
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upon  all property within the ambulance district cltearly
sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board of
ambulance trusteess The tax so Jlevied for all ambulance
district purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness
may not in any year exceed 3 mills on each dollar of taxable
valuation of property within the districte

Section 1l Additional tax levy -- election ——
majority vote reguirede (1) If the maximum levy of 3 wills
on each dollar of taxable valuation of property within the
ambulance district is inadequate to raise  the amount of
money certified as necessary and proper by the board of
ambulance trusteess as provided in 16—4309s ‘the board of
county commissioners may wmake an additional levy upon he
taxable property within the ambulance district of 3 wmills or
less sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board
of ambulance trusteese

{2) Before the additional 1levy may be mades the
question shall be submitted to 3 vote of the people at some
general or special election in the following form: Shail
there be an additional levy of (specify number) mills wupon
the taxable property of the (specify awbulance district)
necessary to ;aise the sum of (specify the amount to be
raised by the additional tax levy) for the purpose of
{specify purpose for which the additional levy is made)?

E] FOR an additional levy to raise the sum of (state the

-12- 5B 240
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amount to be raised by the additional tax levy)s
being (give number) mills.

E] AGAINST an additional tax levy to raise the sum of
{state amount to bz raised by the additional tax
levy)ry being (give number} milise

{3) A majority of the wotes cast shall be necessary to
permit the levy which shall be collected in the sawe manner
as other ambulance district taxese

(4) 1I1f the calculated percentage of quatified electors
voting in the election is less than 30%, the additional levy
is considered rejected.

Section 12. Notice —- conduct of election —— returnse.
Notice of the electiony clearly stating the amount and the
purpose of the additional 1lewys must be given and the
etection held and conducted and the returns made in all
reSpects‘in the manner prescribed by law with regard to the
submission of questions to the electors under the general
election lawsse

Section 13. Tax collections and fundse The procedures
for the collection of the tax shall be In accordance with
the existing laws of the state of Montanae. The funds
collected wunder the tax Tlevy shall be held by the county
treasurer who shall ber ex officios the treasurer for the
ambulance districts and such treasurer shall keep a detailed

account of all tax moneys paid into the fundes of all other
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moneys from any source received by the districte and of - a1}
payments and disbursements from the funds. Funds shall be
paid out on warrants issued by direction of <the board of
trusteess signed by the majority of its membershipe.

Section l4e. Withdrawal of portion of district -—
petition fore. (1) Any portion of an ambulance - district may
be withdrawn therefroms as in this section providedy upon
receipt of a petition signed by 51X of - the taxpayerss or
mores residing in and owning property within the area
desired to be withdrawn from any ambulance districty on the
grounds that such ared will not be benefited by remaining in
the district. The board of county commissioners shalls upon
the filing of such a petitiony fix a time for the hearing of
such withdrawal petition which time may not be more than &
weeks after the receipt thereofe The board shalls at least 2
weeks prior to the time so fixedy publish a notice of such
hearing in two successive issues of a newspaper published in
the countye. No petition for withdrawal may be entertained or
acted upon by the board uniess the same is filed before
December 31 of the preceding yveare.

{2) Any person interested may appear at the hearing
and present objections to the withdrawal of the portion from
the districte The board shall consider the petition and all
cbjections theretos pass upon the merits thereofs and make

its order in accordance therewithe
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{2) A withdrawal shall be effective as of January 1
foltowing the issuance of the withdrawal ordere Such order
is subject to review by the district court of the county and
appeal may be taken from the final judgment of such district
court to the supreme court of Montana. Al11 taxable property
within the withdrawn area shall remain subject to taxation
for any bonded indebtedness of the ambulance district
existing as of the effective date of the withdrawale to the
same extent as it would have been subject if not withdrawns

Section 15. Altevation of boundaries -— annexations
{1) The boundaries of any such public ambulance district may
be altered and outlying districts be annexed from territory
contiguous thereto in the following manner: a petition
signed by 10X or more freeholders within the territory
proposed to be annexed or by a majority of such freeholders
if there are less than 25 residing within the area proposed
to be annexeds designating the boundaries of such contiguous
territory proposed to be annexed and asking that it be
annexed to the public ambulance districty shall be presented
to the board of county commissioners of the county in which
said public ambulance district is situateds

{2) At the first regular meeting after the
presentation of the petitions the board of county
commissioners shall cause notice of the petition to be

published in two successive issues of a newspaper published
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in the county prior to the date fixed by the board for the
hearing of the petition which date may not be 1less than 4
weeks after the filing of the petition. Upon the date fixed
for the hearing or continuance thereofs the board shall take
up and consider the petition and any objections which may be
filed to the inclusion of any additional area or territory
in the districte The board of county commissioners may by
order entered on its minutes grant the petition either in
whole or in part ande by order entered on its minutes, wmay
alter the boundaries of the public ambulance district and
annex thereto all or such portion of the area or territory
described in the petition as will be benefited thereby.

{3} This territory shall become and be a part of the
pubtic ambulance district on the date fixed in the order of
annexation and shall be subject to the taxes authorized by
this acte including taxes for any preexisting indebtednesss
together with the preexisting area of said districts and
such taxes shall be uniform for the whole area and territory
in the districty as entargeds

Section 16. Dissolution of districts (1) At any time
after 5 years from the date any pubtic ambulance district is
createds such district may be dissolved upon presentation to
the board of county commissioners of a petition signed by at
least 51% of the owners of property 1lying within such

district as shown by the last completed assessment rolle.
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Upon the filing of such petitions the board of county
commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same and
shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at 1least three
separate public places within the district for at least 2
weeks prior to the hearing and to be published for at 1least
two successive issues in a newspaper published in the county
prior to such hearing.

{2} If wupon such hearing the commissioners find the
petition to be sufficient and <that the district is not
indebted in any amount beyond funds immediately available to
extenguish all of its debts and obligations and that there
is good reason for the dissolution of such districty the
commissioners. shall enter wupon +their wminutes an order
dissolving such districte Such order shall be filed of
records and the dissolution shall be effective for all
purposes 5 months after the date of filing the order of
disso1utionq providing that at or before such time the board
of trustees of the district certifies to the board of county
commissioners tﬁat 31l debts and obligations of the district
have been paidy discharged or irrevocably settled together
with Teqal proof thereofe Any assets of the district
remaining after all debts and obligations of the district
have been paids dischargeds or irrevocably settled shall
become the property of the county.

Section 17. Repealer. Sections 693601+ 69-3602+ and

-117- S3 240
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A BILL 0K AN ACT ENTITLED:  ®AN ACY AUTHOKIZING THE
CREATIUN AND ESTABLISHMENT OF AMBULANCE DISTRICTSs RELATING
TO TH: TERRITORY THAT MAY SE INCLUDED WITHIN ANY SUCH
OISTRICT; DEFINING  “AMBULANCE  FACILITIES"; PRUVIDING
PROCEDURES FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS UPON PETITION
TO T+t BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ANY COUNTY AND FOR
ELECTIUNS UPON THE QUESTION OF CREATING SUCH DISTRICTS;
PRESCRIBING  THE GQUALIFICATIONS OF PETITIONERS FOR THE
CREATIuUN OF SUCH DISTRICTS AND REQUIRING PERSONS VOTING AT
ELECTIONS FOR THE CREATION GF SUCH DISTRICTS TO BE OWNERS-8F
PREPEAT¥-~REFHEIN-SUEH-DESTREEFS QUALIEIED ELECTORS; DEFINING
THE PCHERS OF SUCH DISTKRICTS; PROVIDING FUR THE MANAGEMENT
dF  SJCH DISTRICTS Y A BGARD OF TRUSTEES AND FOR THE
AuaiNIST%AIIGM OF THE FUNDS OF SUCH DISTRICTS 5Y SUCH BOARD
JF  TRUSTEES; AND PROVIDEING PROCEDURES FOR ANMNEXATION OF
ADDITii- AL LANG AREA »ITHEN ANY SUCH DISTRICT3—ANB~REPEALING
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yection le Purpose  of act -~ allowauiz territory
anbracsd  wWwithin ambulance Jistricte The purpos=s of this act

is to «uthorize the astablishment of ambulance districts
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which shall have power to supply ambulance facilities and
sarvices to residents of such districts andy as herein
authorizeds to ctherse An ambulance district may contain the
entir- territory embraced within a county or any portion or
subdivision thereof.

Section 2. Ambulance facilities definede As wused in
this chapters unless the context otherwise requires,
"ambulance facilities™ wmean one or wmore ambulances and
related equipments including but not limitad to wobile life
support systemse communication equipments garage and storage
facilitiess and training proqrams for unpaid volunteer
ambulaence drivers and attendantse.

S5ection 3. Petition to board of county commissioners.
{1} Proceedings for creation of an ambulance district shall
be initiated by a petitions signed by not 125s than 30% of
the qualified electors of the proposed ambulance district
who are taxpayers upon oproperty within the proposed
ambutaence district and whose names appear on the VYast
completed assessment roll for state and county taxesse The
patition may consist of one sheet or several sheets
identical in form and fastened toozther aftar being
circulsted and signed so as to form 3 sinoles corplete
petiticn before being delivered +to the county clerke The
netition shall  qive the post-office aldress and voting

precinct of =2ach retitionere Nnly persons who are qualified
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te stn such petitions shall be qualified to circulate the
sames; and there shall be attached to the cemplete petition
the affidavit of some parson who circulated or assisted in
circutating the patition that he belicves the signatures
thereon are genuine and the signers knew the contents
therecf before signing the same. The complete netitions
address2d to the board of county commissioners of the county
in which the proposed district is situateds shall be filed
with the county clerk who shall within 15 days thereafter
carefully examine the same and the county records showing
the qualifications of the petitioners and attach it to a
certificate under his official signature and the seal cf his
offices The certificate shall set forth:

(a) the total number of persons who are registered
electors within the proposed ambulance district and whose
names appear upon the last completed assessment roll for the
state and county taxes;

(b} which and how many of the persons whose names are
subscrired to such petition are coss2ssed of all of the
gualifications required of signers to such petition;

{c} whether such jualified signers constitu*te mora2 or
less than 30% of the registered electors of the proposed
ambulance district who are taxpayers upon property thareon
and whase names appear on the Yast completed assessment roil

for the state and countv taxese.
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{«) The county cterk shall present the petition and
his certificate to ths board of county commissicnars at its
first meeting held after he has attached his certificates
The board shall thereupon carefully examine the patition
ands if it is found that the petition is in prop»r form and
baars the raquisite numberr of signatures. of gualified
petitioners, the voard shall by resolution call a ihzaring on
the creation of such ambulance districte A notice of such
hearing shall be published in a newspaper havinc general
circulation in the territory within the boundariss of the
proposed ambulance districty once each week for at lrast 2
weeksy the last publication toc be at least 2 weeks before
the nearinge. If there is no newspaper having general
circulation within the boundaries of the pronosed arbulance
districty the notice of hearing shall be posted in at least
three public »laces within the boundaries of the pronosed
district for 2 weeks before the hearinge The notice shall
state the times datey places and purpose of the hearings
describe the boundaries of the proposad ambulance districty
and state that any person residing in or ownino property
within the proposed ambulance district may apnear in support
of or in opposition to the petition at such heariaga

Section 4. liHearina. At the time fixed for the hearinoe
the barrd shall hear 211 competent and relevant testimony

offar-1 in support of or in onposition to the petition and

e $° 240



13

14

15

16

17

SB 0240703

the creation of such districte The hearing may be adjourned
from time to time for the determination of facts or hearing
patiticners or objectnrs without additional published or
posted notices but no adjournment may exceed 2 weeks in all
from snd after the date originally noticed and published for
the hraringe

Section S £Election on aquestion of creation of
districts The board of county éonmissioners' upon completion
of the hearings shall proceed by resolution to refer the
questicn of the creation of such district to the persons
qualified to vote on such propositiones The boards in its
resolution of references may make such <changes in the
boundaries of the proposed district as it considers
advisatiles withouts howevers including any additicnal lands
not doscribed in the petitiony and it shall call an election
upon the question of the creation of the districte

Secéicn 6« Resclution and order of boarde (1} The
hoard -wste in its resolutiony designatc whzther a special
alection shall be held or whether the matter shall be
daternined 3t the next aqeneral electione If 2 special
alectisn is ordereds the board muste in its ordars Specify
the dit: For such election and the voting places and shall

appoint and designate judges and clerks therefore

(2) The election shall ba held in all respects as
nerarly as practicable in conformity with th=2 General
o $3 240
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electina laws; provided that if a special election is heldy
the polis shall he open from 8 Aeme t0 & peme on the day
appointed for such electione

{3} At such elections the ballots must contain with
wor-dsy “ambulance Gistricts Yes™ and "Ambulance Uistricts
No". The judoes of the election shall certify to the board
of county commissioners the results cf the electione.

{4) No person may be-—quatifited-—tos vote at such
election who has not attained legal age er AND who is not anm
onner——of-—property-within—the—boundaries-of-the-district-as
defined--by——the——roti——of-—-the-——comtyr——Snty-——quatifiedsy
registered--eltectors——residing—vwithin—the-proposed-ambutance
districe-who—are—taxpayers—upon—property-thereirn——and—whose
names-—appear--on—the-inst-completed-assessment-rott—Ffor—the
state-and-county—taxes—shati-have-the—right-to-vote-——on—-the
question-of-the-ereation—of—the—ambuiance—dirseriety

Section 7« Favorable vote -- commissioners finally to
organize districts In the event that a majority of the votes
c3st arn in favor of the creaticen and establishment of the
ambul ance districts the board of county commissioners shalil,
within 13 days after the elections by resolution certify

such result and proce=d with the organization of such

district as herein soecifiede. After 23 days from the
0assanse of such resolutiony the validity of the creation of
such ambulance district and the reqgularity of all

—6— SB 240
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procec=tings oreliminary thereto m3y not be ouestioned or
assarted in any teg3l actione

Ssection Be. Governaent of district -—- aspointments

electione and terms of trusteess. (1} The ambulance district
shall be <qoverned and managed by a board of three or five
trustzess elected by the registered electors residing in the
districte The numher of trustees on ths board ands if the
number is set at fiva, the initial terms of two trusteess
shatl be fixed by the bylaws of the districte

{2) The trustess must be elected from among the
registered electors quatified to vote at general elections
within saia district. The first board of trustees shall be
elected at the same election held upon thz creation of the
districty subject to the creation thereofy shall qualify
upon the or3anization of the districty if createds and the
trustzes may be nominated and have thair names appear upon
the »atlots wupon the filing with the board of county
commissioners of a petition signed by any five qualified
electors of the districts Any elector may sion as many
nominating petitions as there are persons to be elected.

{2} The trustees elected for the first board shall
szrve for terms commencing upon their being elected and
qualified and terminatina 1le 2y and 3 vyears respectivelys
from the first Monday in May following their electicn and

until their respective successors are elactad a3nd nualifya
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Annually thereafter there may be elected a trustee to serve
for a t'rm of 3 years and until his successor is qualtifiedy
and such term of 3 years sﬁa1l commence on the first Monday
in May following the trustea®s elections

{4y All elections and nominations for election of
trust2<s thereafter shall be conducted by thr qualified
voters in the same manner as provided by the 1laws of the
state of Montanz for the election of school trustees of a
second— or third-class school districts providad that
wherever in the laws of the state of Montana it is provided
that certain action shall be performed or filinus made with
the <clerk of the school boards the trustees or the board of
trustees of the school districts or the county
superintendent of schoolss the same shalls for the purposes
of this acte be taken to refer to the clerk of the board of
trust2es of the ambulance Jdistricty the trustees or the
board of trustees of the public ambulance districts or the
county cilerks respectivelye.

{5} If there is no nomination petition filcdy it is
not neacassary to hold an election but the board of county
commissioners shall apooint & trustee to fill the termse the
term to be the same as if the trustee were elacteds

(%) The trustees 3t their first meeting shell adopt
bylaws for the government and management of the district and

shall appoint a qualified person to serve as clerk of the

-5- 538 240



10

11

12

13

14

15

1%

133

S 0240703

boards who may or may not be one of their numbere The
trust:-ss shall serve without paye A vacancy upon the board
of trustees or in the office of clerk shall be filled by
anppointment by the rzmaining membarss and the appointee
shall serve until thea next ensuing election for trusteeses

Secticon 9. Powers of districts {1} AN ambulance
district shall have all powers necessary and convenient to
the acquisitiony bettermenty operationy waintenances and
administration of such ambulance facilities as its baard of
trustzes considers necessary and expedient. dithout
limitation on the foregoing general grant of powersy an
ambulance districts acting by its board of trusteess may:

{a) employ administrative and other personnels leqgal
counsels enginearsy architectss accountantses and other
qualifiasd parsonss who may be paid for tha2ir services by
wonthly salariess hourly wagesy and pension benefits or by
sucn tees as mey be agreed upon;

{b) cause reportsy planss studiess and recc.amendations
to be ~repored;

{c} leases nurchases ang contract for the ourchase of
real  nd opersonal oroperty by optiony contract for Jdeeds
conditional sales contricty or otherwise and acguire real or
personal property by gift;

{v} lease or ourcnase and equip necessary ambulance

facilities and maintain tie same;
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{=) contract with private ambulance oparators to
providc ambulance service within the district;

{t} adopt by resolution rules for th: operstion and
administration of any and all facilities under its control
and for provision of ambulance servicej

{a) impose by resnlution and coilect charges for all
services provided and made available by it;

{h} levy taxes;

{i) borrow money and issue bonds;

{j} procure insurance against liability of the
district or its officerss employeesy and unpaid volunteer
drivers and attendants for torts committed within the scope
of their official dutiesy whether governmental or
propri=tarys and against damage to or destruction of any of
its facilitiess equipments or other property;

{k) sell or lease any of its equipment or supplies as
may b: considered expedient;

{1} cause audits to be made of its accountss bookse
vouchz2rsy and funds by competent public accountantsa.

{<}) Such an ambulance district must provide its
services to persons without reaard to races colors or sexs
but this oblication does not prevent the poard of trustees
of such ambulance Jistrict from establishino reasonable
minimur rates for ambulances servicess and suppliese

Indigents neecding such servicass and for tne rendition of

“19- SB 240
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which provision is made by the laws of Montanas must be
provided such ambulance service on terms and rates
prascribed or authorized by lawe

(3} An ambulance district may borrow money by the
issuance of its bonds to provide funds for payment of part
or a1l of the cost of acquisitions eguipmenty iwprovements
and retterment of ambulance facilities and to provide an
adequate working capital for 2 new ambulancey but the amount
of bonds issued fer such purpose and outstanding at any time
may not exceed 5% of taxable property thereins as
ascertained by the 1last assessment for state and county
taxas previous to the issuance of such bondse Such bonds
shall be authorizedy solds issueds and provision made for
their payment in the manner and subject to the conditions
and limitations prescribed for bonds of second- or
third-cliass school districts by 7753903 throuch 7T5-3934.
Nothinn precludes the orovisiens of 69-5301 through £9-5313
21lowing the state to apply for and accept federal funds.

Section 1D. Tudaet and tax levy. The board of
ambulance trustees shalls annuallys presant their budget to
the board of county commissioners at the reqular budget
meetincs as prescribed by law and therewith certify the
amount of money necessary and proper for the ensuving years
The ocard of county commissioners muste annuallye at the

timz 27 lavying county taxes fix and levy 3 tax in sills

-1k~ 55 240
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upon 211 property within the ambulance district clearly
sufficieant to raise the amount certified by the beoard of
ambulance trustees. The tax so Jlevied for &all ambulance
district purposes othzr than payment of bonded indelitedness
may not in any year excead 3-midtds 1 _MILL on each Gollar cf
taxable valuaticn of proparty within the district.

Section 1le Additional tax levy - election -
majority vote requireds (i) If the maximum levy of 3I—wmiits )
MILL on each dollar of taxable vatuvation of property within
the ambulance district is inadequate to raise the amount of
money certified as necessary and proper by the board of
ambulance trusteesy as provided in 16-4309y the board of
county commissioners may make an additional levy upon he
taxable property within the ambulance district of 3 mills or
less sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board
of ambulance trustees.

{2) Before the additional levy may be madesy the
question shall be submittad to a vote of the people at some
general or special election in the following form: Shall
there e an Aadditional levy of (specify number} aills upon
the taxable property of the (specify ambulance district)
necessary to raise the sum of ({specify the amount to be
raisei by the additional tax 1levy) for +the puroose of
(soecify purpese For which the additional lavy is made)?

FOR an additional levy to raise the sum of (state the

-12- ST 240
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amount to be raised by the additional tax levy),
teing {give number) willse

AGAINST an sdditicnal tax levy to risise the sum of
(state amount to br raised by the additional tax
levy)e being (Jive number) millse

{3) A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to
pernit the levy which shall be collected in the same manner
as otner ambulance district taies-

(4) If the calculated percentage of qualified electors
voting in the election is less than 30X%s the additional levy
is considered rejected.

Section 12. Notice -- conduct of election —— returnse.
hotice of the elections clearly stating the amount and tha
purpose of the additional levys must De niven and the
electinn held and conducted and the returns made in all
resperts in the manner prescribed by Taw with regard to ths
subnissisn of questions to the electors under the gencral
electicn lawse

Soction 13. Tax collections and fundse The procedures
for tne collection of the tax shall e in eccordance with
the existingy laws of the state of Montanae. The funds
collected under the tax tevy shall be held by the county
treasurar who shall b2ys ax officios the treasurer for the
ambulance districty and such treasurer shnall xezp a detailed

account  of 311 tax moneys paid into the funde of 311 nther
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moneys from any source received by the districts and of all
payments and disbursenents from the funds Funds shall be
paid sut on warrants issued by direction of the board of
trustzesy sianed by the majority of its membershine

Section l4. HWithdrawal of portion of district --
petition for. {1} Any portion of an ambulance district may
be withdrawn therefrome as in this section provideds upon
raceiot of a petition signed by 51% of the taxpayerss or
mores residing in and owning property within the area
desired to be withdrawn from any ambulance districts on the
grounds that such area will not be benefited by remaining in
the Jdistricte The board of county commissioners shalls upon
the filing of such a petitions fix a time for the hearing of
such withdrawal petition which time may not be more than 4§
weeks after the receipt thereof. The board shalls at least 2
weeks prior to the time so fixeds publish a notice of such
heariag in two successive issues nf a newspaper published in
tne countye No petition for withdrawal may be entertained or
acted unon by the board unless the same is filed before
Decemier 31 of the precoding vear.

(<} Any person interested may appear at thes hearing
and presant ob jections to the withdrawal of the portion from
the districte Yhe board snall consider the petition and all
oDjectians therctos pass upon the meritis theraof, and make

its order in 3ccordance therewitha

~1l4~ SB 240
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{3) A withdrawal shall be effective as of January 1
folloring the issuanc2 of the withdrawal order. Such order
is supject to review by the district court of the county and
appeal may be taken from the final judgment of such district
court to the supreme court of Montana. A1} taxable property
within the withdrawn area shall remain subject to taxation
for any bonded indebtedness of the ambulance district
existing as cof thg effective date of the withdrawals to the
same a2xtent as it would have peen subject if not withdrawne

Section 15« Alteration of boundaries -— annexatione
{1} Tne boundaries of any such public ambulance district may
be altered and outlying districts be annexed from territory
contiguous thereto in the following manner: a petition
signad by 10X or more freeholders within the territory
prooocsed to be annexad or by a majority of such freeholders
if thore are less than 25 residino within the area nroposed
to be annexedy designating the boundaries of such contiguous
territory proposad to be annexed and asking that it be
annexed to the publtic ambulance gistricts shall be presented
to th? board of county commissioners of the county in which
said »ubltic ambulince district is situatade

(2} At thz first regular maeting aftar the
presentation of the petitions the board of county
commissioners shall ciuse notice of the peotiticn to be

published in two successive issues of 3 newspaper nublished
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in the county prior to the date fixad by the board for the
hearine of the petition which date may not be Jless than 4
weeks after the filino of the petitione Ypon the date Fixed
for tne hearing or continuance thereofs the board shell take
un and consider the petition and any objections which may be
filad £o the inclusion of any additional area or territory
in the Jdistricte The board of county commissioners may by
ordar entersd on its minutes grant the patition either in
whole or in part ands by order =ntered on its minutess may
alter the boundaries of the public ambulance district and
annex thereto all or such portion of the area or territory
described in the petition as wi)l be benefited thereby.

(3} This territory shall become and be a part of the
public ambulance district on the date fixed in the order of
annexation and shall be.subject to the taxes authorized by
this acte including taxes for any preexisting indabtednesss
together with the prezxisting area of said districty and
such taxes shall be uniform for the whole area and territory
in the districtsy as enlargedes

Soctionh 16e Dissolution of districts {1} At 2ny time
after 5 years from the date any putlic ambulance district is
creat=ay such district mnay be dissolved upon presentation to
the board of county commissioners of 2 petition sioned by at
least 1% of the owners of proparty lyino within such

district as shown by the last completed assessment roll.
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Upon the filina of such petitions the board of county
commissioners shall sa2t a time Ffor hegaring the same andg
shall cause notice thersof to be posted in at 1l:ast three
separate public places within the district for at least 2
weeks orior to the hearing and to be published for at least
two successive issues in a newspaper published in the county
prier to such hearinge

{2} 1If wupon such hearfng the commissioners find the
petition to be sufficient and that the district is not
indebt«:d in any amount heyond funds immediately available to
extenaguish all of its debts and obligations and that there
is good reason for the dissolution of such districtes the
commissioners shall enter upon their minutes an order
dissolving such districte Such order shall be filed of
racords 2and the dissolution shall be effective for all
purposes & months after the date of filing the order of
dissolutionsy providing that at or before such time the board
of trustees of the district certifies to th# board of county
commissioners that all debts and obligations of the district
have teen gaide discharged or irrevocably settled together
with 12aal oroof thereof. Any assets of the gdistrict
ramz2inin: after all debts and obligations uf the district
hava -een paids discharqeds or irrevocably settlea shall
b=coms the propzrty of the countys

Juation-iFs——Repenterv-—Sectione—69-36681y-69-3682y—and

-17- Si 240

i

693613 y—itzsEvMr—194Fv-ore-repeateds

—14-

—End-

S8 0240/03

58 240



45th Legislature

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

SB 0240/04

SENATE BILL NDe 240

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE
CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENY OF AMBULANCE DISTRICTSe RELATING
TO THc TERRITORY THAT MAY BE INCLUDED WITHIN ANY SUCH
DISTRICT; DEFINING “AMBULANCE FACILITIES"™; PROVIDING
PROCEDURES FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS UPON PETITION
T9 THE BOARD DF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ANY COUNTY AND FOR
ELECTIONS UPON THE QUESTION OF CREATING SUCH DISTRICTS;
PRESCRIBING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF PETITIONERS FOR THE
CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS AND REQUIRIMNG PERSONS VOTENG AT
ELECTIONS FOR THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS TO BE BWNERS—8F
PROPERFY——WEFHEN-SUEH-BESFRICTS QUALIFIED ELECTORS: DEFINING
THE POWERS OF SUCH DISTRICTS: PROVIDIMG FOR THE MANAGEMENT
OF SUCH DISTRICTS 8Y A BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND FOR THE
AODMINISTRATION OF THE FUNDS OF SUCH DISTRICTS &Y SUCH BOARD
OF TRUSTEES; AND PROVIDING PRGQEDURES FOR ANNEXATION OF
ADDITIONAL LAND AREA WITHIN ANY SUCH DISTRICTH+-ANB-REPEALING

SEEFEANS-69-3681v—69-3I602-ANB-6F-3603v~ReExMtw—1F4F. "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Purpose of act — allowable territory
embraced within ambulance districts The purpose of this act

is to authorize the establishment of ambulance districts
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which shall have power to supply ambulance facilities and
services to residents of such districts andy as herein
author izeds to otherse An ambulance district may contain the
entire territory embraced within a county or any pertion or
subdivision thereof.

Section 2. Ambulance facilities defineds As wused in
this chapters unless the context otherwise requires,
"ambulance facilities®™ wmean one or wore ambulances. and
related equipmenty including but not limited to mobile Jife
support systemss Ccommunication equipmentes garage and storage
facilitiess and training programs for unpaid volunteer
ambulance drivers and attendantsa

Section 3« Petition to board of county commissioners.
{1) Proceedings for creation of an ambulance district shall
be initiated by a petitions signed by not less than 30% of
the qualified etectors of the proposed ambulance district
who are taxpayers upon property within the proposed
ambulance district and whose names appear on the last
completed assessment roll for state and county taxes. The
petition may consist of one sheet or several sheets
identical in form and fastened together after being
circulated and signed sc as to form a singles complete
petition before being delivered to the county clerk. The
petition shall give the post—office address and wvoting

precinct of each petitionere. Only persons who are qualified
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to sign such petitions shall be qualified to circulate the
samey and there shall be attached to the complete petition
the affidavit of some person who circulated or assisted in
circuiating the petition that he believes the signatures
thereon are genuine and the signers knew the contents
thereof before signing the same. The complete petitions
addressed to the board of county cosmissioners of the county
in which the proposed district is situatedy shall be filed
with the county clerk who shall within 15 days thereafter
carefully examine the same and the county records showing
the gqualifications of the petitioners and attach it to a
certificate under his official signature and the seal of his
offices The certificate shall set forth:

(3} the total number of persons who are registered
electors within the proposed ambulance district and whose
names appear upon the last completed assessment rol! for the
state and county taxes;

() which and how many of the persons whose names are
subscribed to such petition are possessed of all of the
qualifications required of signers to such petition;

{c) whether such quatified signers constitute more or
less than 30% of the registered electors of the proposed
ambulance district who are taxpayers upon property thereon
and whose names appear on the last completed assessment roll

for the state and county taxeses
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{2} The county clerk shall present the petition and
his certificate to the board of county commissioners at its
first weeting held after he has attached his certificate.
The board shall thereupon carefully examine the petition
andy if it is found that the petition is in proper foram and
bears the requisite number of signatures  of qualified
petitionersy the board shall by resolution call a hearing on
the creation of such ambulance districte A notice of such
hearing shall be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the territory within the boundaries of the
proposed ambulance districts once each week for at least 2
weekss the last publication to be at lTeast Z weeks before
the hearinge If there is no newspaper having general
circulation within the boundaries of the proposed ambulance
districts the notice of hearing shall be posted in at least
three public places within the boundaries of the proposed
district for 2 weeks before the hearings The notice shall
state the timey dates placey and purpose of the hearings
describe the boundaries of the proposed ambulance districts
and state that any operson residing in or owning property
within the proposed ambulance district may appear in support
of or in opposition to the petition at such hearinge

Section 4« Hearing. At the time fixed for the hearings
the board shall hear all competent and relevant testimony

offered in support of or in opposition to the petition and
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the creation of such district. The hearing may be adjourned
from time to time for the determination of facts or hearing
petitioners or objectors without additional published or
posted notices but no adjournment may exceed 2 weeks in all
from and after the date originally noticed and published for
the hearinde

Section 5. Election on question of creation of
districts. The board of county commissionerss upon completion
of the hearinges shall proceed by resolution to refer the
question of the creation of such district to the persons
qualified to wvote on such propositions The boards in its
resolution of references may make such changes in the
boundaries of the proposed district as it considers
advisables withoute howevers including any additional lands
not described in the petitiony and it shall call an election
upon the question of the creation of the districte

Section 6« Resolution and order of boarde (1) The
board musts in its resolutiony designate whether a special
election shall be held or whether the weatter shall be
deternined at the next general elections If a special
election is orderedy the board muste in its orders specify
the date for such election and the voting places and shall
appoint and designate judqes and clerks therefore

{2) The election shall be held in all respects as

nearly as practicable in conformity with the general
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election laws; provided that if a special election is helds
the polis shall be open from B @eme t0 6 peme on the day
appointed for such electione

{3) At such elections the ballots must contain with
wordssy "Ambulance Districts Yes® and ®Ambulance Districts
No®. The judges of the election shall certify to the board
of county commissioners the results of the elections

{4) No person may be—quatified-—-te vote at such
election who has not attained legal age or AND who is not
DIHERMISE A QUALIFIED ELECTIORe am—owner—of-—property——within
the-boundaries-of-the-district—as—defined-by-the—roli-of—the
countys——fnty-quatifiedv-registered—etectors—residing-within
the-proposed-—anbuinnce——district—who-——are-—taxpayers——open
property-——theretn—-and-——whose——neamnes—-sppear——on——the——tast
completed—assesament-rotd—for-the——state——end—county-——taxes
shati-have—the-right-to-—vote-on—the—question—of—the—creation
of-the-esbuionce—districts

Section T« Favorable vote —— commissioners finally to
organize district. In the event that a majority of the votes
cast are in favor of the creation and establishment of the
ambulance districte the board of county commissioners shally,
within 10 days after the elections by resolution certify
such result and proceed with the organization of such
district as herein specifiedes after 20 days from the

passaje of such resolutiony the validity of the creation of
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such ambulance district and the reqularity of all
proceedings preliminary thereto may not be questioned or
assarted in any legal actione

fection 8. Government of district —— appointment,
elections and terms of trusteese {1) The ambulance district
shall be governed and managed by a board of three or five
trustees, elected by the registered etectors residing in the
districte The number of trustees on the board andey if the
number is set at fives the initial terms of two trusteess
shall be fixed by the bylaws of the district.

(2) The trustees must be elected Ffrom among the
registered electors qualified to vote at general elections
within said districte. The first board of trustees shall be
elected at the same election held upon the creation of the
districts subject to the creation thereofs shell qualify
upon the organization of the districty if createds and the
trustees may be nominated and have their names appear upon
the ballots upon the Ffiling with the board of county
commissioners of a petition signed by any five qualified
electors of the districte Any elector may sion as many
nominating petitions as there are persons to be elected.

{3) The trustees elected for the first board shall
serve for terms commencing upon their being elected and
qualified and terminating ls 2 and 3 vyears respectivelys

from the first Mondsy in May following their election and
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until their respective successors are elected and qualify.
Annually thereafter there may be elected a trustee to serve
for a term of 3 years and until his successor is qualifieds
and such term of 3 years shall commence on the first Monday
in May following the trustee's electione.

{4} A1l elections and nominations for election of
trustees thereafter shall be conducted by the qualified
voters in the same manner as provided by the laws of the
state of Montana for the election of school trustees of a
second- or third-class school districty provided that
wherever in the laws of the state of Montana it is provided
that certain action shall be performed or filings made with
the clerk of the school boards the trustees or the board of
trustees of the school districty or the county
superintendent of schoolsy the same shally for the purposes
of this acte be taken to refer to the clerk of the board of
trustees of the ambulance districts the trustees or the
board of trustees of the public ambulance districts or the
county cierke respectively.

{(5) If there is no nomination petition filedy it is
not necessary to hold an election but the board of county
commissioners shall appoint a trustee to fill the termse the
terw to be the same as if the trustee were elected.

{6) The trustees at their first meeting shall adopt

bylaws for the goverament and management of the district and
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shall appoint a qualified person to serve as clerk of the
boards who may or may not be one of their number. The
trustees shall serve without pays A vacancy upon the board
of trustees or in the office of clerk shall be filled by
appointment by the remaining membersy and the appointee
shall serve until the next ensuing election for trustees.

Section 9. Powers of district. (1) An ambulance
district snall have all powers necessary and convenient to
the acquisitions betterments operations maintenances and
administration of such ambulance facilities as its board of
trustees considers necessary and expediente Without
limitation on the foregoing general grant of powerss an
ambulance districts acting by its board of trustees, may:

(a) employ administrative and other persomnels legal
counsels engineersy architectss accountantss and other
qual ified personss who may be paid for their services by
monthiy salariess hourly wagess and pension benefits or by
such fees as wmay be agreed uponj

{b) cause reportss planss studiesy and recommendations
to be prepared;

{c} leasey purchasesy and contract for the purchese of
real and personal property by options contract for deeds
conditional sales contracts or otherwise and acquire real or
personal property by gift;

{d) lease or purchase and equip necessary ambulance
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facilities and maintain the same;

{¢) contract with private awbulance operators to
provide ambulance service within the district;

(f) adopt by resolution rules for the operation and
administration of any and all facilities under its control
and for provision of ambulance service;

(9) impose by resolution and collect charges for ald
services provided and made available by it;

th) levy taxes;

{i) borrow money and issue bonds;

{j) procure insurance against liability of the
district or its officerss employeesy and unpaid volunteer
drivers and attendants for torts committed within the scope
of their official dutiesy whether governmental or
proprietarye and against damage to or destruction of any of
its facilitiess equipments or other propertys;

{k} sell or lease any of its eguipment or supplies as
may be considered expedient;

{1) cause audits to be made of its accountss bookss
voucherss and funds by competent public accountantsa

(2} Such an ambulance district must provide its
services to persons without regard to racze colors or sexs
but this obligation does not prevent the board of trustees
of such ambulance district from establishing reasonable

minimum rates for ambulances Servicess and suppliess
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Indijents needing such servicesy and for the rerdition of
which provision is made by the 1laws of “ontanar must be
provided such ambulance sefvice on terms and rates
prescribed or authorized by lawe

{3) An ambulance Jdistrict may borrow money by the
issuwance of its bonds to orovide funds for payment of part
or all of the cost of acguisitions equipments improvements
and betterment of ambulance facilities and to provide an
adequate working capital for a new ambulances but the amount
of bonds issued for such purpose and outstanding at any time
may aot exceed 5% of taxable property thereine as
ascertained by the 1last assessment for state and county
taxes previous to the issuance of such bondse. Such bonds
shall be authorizedy solds issuedy and provision made for
their payment in the manner and subject to the conditions
and limitations prescribed for bonds of second- or
third-class school districts by 75-3903 through 75-393%.
Nothing precludes the provisions of 69-5301 through 69-5313
allowinn the state to apply for and accept federal funds.

Section 10e Budoet and tax levy. The hoard of
ambulance trustees shalls annually, present their budget to
the board of county commissioners at the regular budget
meetings as prescribed by law and therewith certify the
amount of money necessary and proper for the ensuing years

The wowoard of county commisséoners musts annuallys at the
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time of levying county taxes fix and levy a tax in wmills
upon all property within the ambulance district clearly
sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board of
ambulance trustees. The tax so levied for all ambulance
district purposes other than payment of bonded indebtedness
may not in any year exceed 3-midds 1 MILl on each dollar of
taxable valuation of property within the district.

Section 1l. Additional tax levy -—— election -
majority vote requireds {1} If the maximum levy of 3—midds 1
MIilL on each dollar of taxable valuation of property within
the aabulance district is inadequate to raise the amount of
money certified as necessary and proper by the board of
ambulance trusteess as provided in 16-%4309y the board of
county commissioners may make an additional levy upon he
taxable property within the ambulance district of 3 mills or
ltess sufficient to raise the amount certified by the board
of ambulance trusteese.

(2} Before the additional ‘levy may be mades the
question shall be submitted to a vote of the people at some
general or special election in the following form: Shall
there be an additional levy of (specify number) mills wupon
the taxable property of the (specify ambulance district)
necessary tec raise the sum of {specify the amount to be
raised by the additional tax Jlevy} for the nurpose of

{specify purpose for which the additional levy is made)}?
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DO FOR an additional levy to raise the sum of (state the
amount to be raised by the additional tax levy),
being {give number) millse.

O AGAINST an additional tax Yevy to raise the sum of
{state amount to be raised by the additional tax
levy)s being (give number) millsa

{3) A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to
permit the levy which shall be collected in the same manner
as other ambulance district taxess

{4) If the calculated percentage of qualified electors
voting in the election is less than 30Xy the additional levy
is considered rejected.

Section 12« WNotice -- conduct of election —— returnse.
Notice of the elections clearly stating the amount and the
purpose of the additional Jlevys must be aiven and the
election  held and conducted and the returns made in all
respects in the manner prescribed by law with regard to the
submission of questions to the electoers under the general
election lawse

Section 13. Tax collections and funds. The procedures
for the collection of the tax shall be in accordance with
the existing laws of the state of Montanas The funds
collected under the tax levy shall be held by the county
treasurer who shall besy ex officios the treasurer for the

ambutance districty and such treasurer shall keep a detailed
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account of all tax moneys paid intc the funde of all other
moneys from any source received by the districty and of all
payments and disbursements from the funde Funds shall be
paid sut on warrants issued by direction of the board of
trusteesy signed by the majority of its membershipe

Section l4. Withdrawal of portion of district —
petition for. (1) Any portion of an ambulance district may
be withdrawn therefroms as in this section provideds upon
receipt of a petition signed by 51X of the taxpayerss or
mores vresiding in and owning property within the area
desired to be withdrawn from any ambulance districts on the
grounds that such area will not be benefited by remaining in
the districte The board of county commissioners shalls upon
the filing of such a petitions fix a time for the hearing of
such withdrawal petition which time may not be more than &
weeks after the receipt thereofs The board shally at least 2
weeks oprior to the time so fixeds publish a notice of such
hearing in two successive issues of a newspaper published in
the countys No petition for withdrawal may be entertained or
acted upon by the board unless the same is filed before
Decerber 31 of the preceding year.

{2) Any person interested may appear at the hearing
and present objections to the withdrawal of the portion from
the district« The board shall consider the petition and all

objections theretos pass upon the merits thereofs and make

— 14— S8 240



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5B 0240704

its order in accordance therewithe

(3} A withdrawal shall be effective as of Januvary 1
following the issuance of the withdrawal order. Such order
is subject to review by the district court of the county and
appeal may be taken from the final judgment of such district
court to the supreme court of Montana. All taxable property
within the withdrawn area shall remain subject to taxation
for any bonded indebtedness of the ambulance district
existing as of the effective date of the withdrawals to the
same extent as it would have been subject if not withdrawne

Section 15« Alteration of boundaries -- annexatione
{1} The boundaries of any such public ambulance district may
be altered and outlying districts be annexed from territory
contigquous thereto in the following manner: a petition
signed by 10% or more freeholders within the territory
proposed to be annexed or by a majority of such freeholders
if there are less than 25 residing within the area proposed
to be annexeds designating the boundaries of such contiguous
territory proposed to be annexed and asking that it be
annexa2d to the public ambulance districts shall be nresented
to the board of county commissioners of the county in which
said »ublic ambulance district is situateds

{2) At the first requtar meeting after the
presentation of the petitions the board of county

commissioners shall cause notice of the petition to be
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published in two successive issues of @ newspaper published
in the county prior to the date fixed by the board for the
hearing of the petition which date may not be 1less than &%
waeks after the filing of the petition. Upon the date fixed
for the hearing or continuance thereofs the board shall take
up and consider the petition and any objections which may be
filed to the inclusion of any additional area or territory
in the districte The board of county commissioners may by
order entered on its minutes grant the petition either in
whole or in part ands by order entered on its minutes, may
alter the boundaries of the public ambulance district and
annex thereto all or such portion of the area or territory
described in the petition as will be benefited therebye

{3) This territory shall become and be a part of the
public ambulance district on the date fixed in the order of
annexation and shall be subject to the taxes authorized by
this acty including taxes for any preexisting indebtednessy
together with the preexisting area of said districts and
such taxes shall be uniform for the whole area and territory
in the districty as enlargeds

Section 1lée Dissolution of districte (1) At any time
after 5 years from the date any public ambulance district is
creatzdy such district may be dissolved upon presentation to
the board of county commissioners of a petition signed by at

least 51 of the owners of property 1lying within such
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district as shown by the last completed assessment roll.
Upon the filing of such petitions the board of county
commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same and
shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at 1least three
separate public places within the district for at least 2
weeks prior to the hearing and to be published for at Jleast
two successive issues in a newspaper published in the county
prior to such hearinge .

{(2) If wupon such hearing the commissioners find the
petition te be sufficient and that <the district is not
indebted in any amount beyond funds immediately available to
extenguish all of its debts and obligations and that there
is good reason for the dissolution of such districty the
commissioners shall enter upon their minutes an order
dissolving such districts Such order shall be filted of
records and the dissolution shall be effective for all
purposes 5 months after the date of filing the order of
dissolutions providing that at or before such time the board
of trustees of the district certifies to the board of coun;y
commissioners that all debts and obligations of the district
have been paide discharged or irrevocably settled together
with 1egal proof thereof. Any assets of the district
remaining after all debts and obligations of the district
have been paids dischargeds or irrevocably settled shall

become the property of the county.
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Section—it¥r——fRepeaters———Sections—69-3604vy—69-3662v—and

€9-3683v-Rebesisr—194Fvr-are-repeateds

—End-
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TQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

'’
March 25, 1977

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL

1. Amend page 5, section 6, lines 18 through 23.

Following: "board"

Strike: 1lines 18 through 23 in their entirety

Insert: "shall designate, in its resolution, the date of the
election. An election tocreate a district under this act
may only be held in conjunction with a regularly scheduled
election."

2. Amend page 6, section 6, lines 1 through 3.

Follwing: "laws"
Strike: lines 1 through 3 in their entirety
Insert: "."

3. Amend page 15, section 15, line 15.
Following: "signed by"

Strike: "1l0%"

Insert: "15%"

4. Amend page 16, section 15, line 8.

Following: "district."

Insert: "If a majority of the property owners in the area
proposed to be annexed to the district file their objection
to the annexation, the petition shall not be granted."

AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN
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