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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO EMPOWER CONSER~ATION 

DISTRICTS T~ DEAL WITH SALINE SEEP AND OTHER SOIL AND WATER 

SALINITY PROBLEMS; AMENDING SECTION 76-108, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STAlE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-106• R.c.M. l947o is a•endad to 

~ead as follows: 

•76-106. Powers of districts and supervisors. A. A 

conse~vatio~ district organized under the provisions of this 

act shall constitute a governmental subdivision of this 

state, and a public body corporate and politic, exercising 

public powers, and such district, and the supervisors 

thereof• shall have the following powers, in addition to 

others granted in other sections of this act: 

(1) To conduct surveys, investigations, and resaarch 

relating to the character of soil erosion, floodwater and 

sediment damages. and to the conservation, develop~ent, 

utilization. and disposal of water and the preventive and 

control measures and wor~s of improve•ent needed, to pu01ish 

the ~esults of such su~veyso investigations, or rese3rch, 

and to diss~minate information concerning such preventive 

and control measures and works of improvement; provided, 
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however• that in order to avoid duplication of research 

activiti"es, no district shall initiate any researctt progra• 

except in co-operation with the government of this stata or 

any of its agencies. or with the United States or any of its 

agencies; 

(2) To conduct soil• vegetation, and water resources 

conservation projects on lands within the districts upon 

obtaining the consent of the owner of such lands or the 

necessary rights or intarest in such land; 

(3) To carry out ~reventive and control ~easures and 

works of i•prove•ent for flood prevention and ttte 

conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of 

water within the district, including, but not li•ited tow 

engin~ering operations, range manageaento •etttods of 

cultivation, the growin3 of ve9etation, changes in use of 

lando and the measures listed in subsection C of section 

1~-102, R.~.M. 1947, on lands owned or controlled by this 

state or any of Its agencies with the co-operation of the 

agency ad•inistering and naving jurisdiction thereof, and on 

any other lands within the district uoon obtainin~ the 

consent of the occupier of such lands or the necessary 

rights or interests in such lands; 

(4) To co-operate, or enter into agree•ents witho and 

within the li•its of appropriations duly •ade available to 

it by law; to furnish financial or other aid to. any agency• 

-2-

.Jif,.!t:y 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

u: 12b4/01 

governmental or otherwise• or any occupier of lands within 

the district, in the carrying on of erosion-control and 

prevention operations, and works of improvement for flood 

prevention and the conservation, development, utilization 

and disposal of water within the districtr $Ubject to such 

conditions as the supervisors •ay deem necessary to advance 

the purposes of this act; 

151 To obtain options upon and to acquire., by 

purchase, exchange. lease, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or 

otherwise, any property, real or personal, or rights or 

interests therein• and all such property shall be exempt 

fro• taxation by the state or any political su~division 

thereof, to maintain, administer• and improve any properties 

acquired, to receive income from 

expend such inc0011e in carrying 

such 

out 

praperties and 

the purposes 

to 

and 

provisions of this act; and to sell, lease, or otherwise 

dispose of any of its property or Interests therein in 

furtherance of the purposes and provisions of this act; 

(6) To •ake 

prescribe, to 

agricultural and 

available on such ter•s as 

land occupiers within the 

engineering machinery and 

it shall 

district, 

equipa~ento 

fertilizer, seeds and seedlings, and such other material or 

equipmento as will assist such land occupiers to carry on 

operations upon their lands for the conservation of soil 

resources and for the prevention and control :of soil 
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erosion, and for flood prevention and the conservation, 

development, utilization, and disposal of water; 

(7) To construct. i•prove, operate and maintain such 

structures as may be necessary or convenient for the 

perforuance of any of the operations authorized in this act; 

(8) To develop co•prehensive plans for the 

conservati~• of soil resources and for the control ana 

prevention of soil erosion, and for flood prevention. and 

conservation. developaento utilization, and disposal of 

water within the district, which plans shall specify in such 

detail as may be possible, the actso pr~cedureso 

performances. and avoidances which are necessary or 

desirable, for the effectuation of such plans, includin] the 

specification of engineering operations• range •anagemento 

methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation. cropping, 

and range programs, tillage and grazing practices• and 

changes in use of land; and to publish such plans and 

infor•atlon and bring the• to the attention of occupiers of 

lands within the district; 

(9) To take over, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, 

and to administer any s~il-conservationo flood-prevention, 

drainage, irrigation, water-management, erosion-control, or 

erosion-prevention project, or co•binations ther·eofo located 

within its boundaries undertaken by the United States or any 

of its agencies, or by this state or any of its agencies; to 
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aanageo as agent of the United States or any of its 

agencies, or of this state or any of its agencies, any 

soi 1-conservat ion, f1 ood-prevent ion, drainage, i rri gati ono 

water-management9 e~osion-control, or erosion-prevention 

projecto or combination thereof, within its boundaries; to 

act as agent for the United Stateso or any of its agencies, 

or for this state or any of its agencies, in connection with 

the acquisition, construction, operation, ~r administration 

of any soil-conservation• flood-prevention, drainage, 

ir-rigation, water-management, erosion-control. or 

erosion-prevention projects, or combination thereofo within 

its boundar-ies; to accept donations., ojiftso and 

contributions in •oney, services, materials, or other•iseo 

from the United States or any of its a]encies, or fro .. this 

state or any of its agencies, and to use or expend such 

moneys, services, materials, or other contriautions in 

carrying on its operations; 

(10) To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to 

have a seal, which seal shall be judicially noticed; to have 

perpetual 

provided; 

succession unl~ss terminatad as herelnafter 

to make and execute contracts and other 

instruments, necessary or convenient to the exercise of its 

powers; to maker and from tim~ to time amend and repeal, 

rules and regulations n~t consistent with this acto to carry 

into effect its purposes and powers; 
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(11) As a condition to the extending of any benefits 

under this act too or the performance of work upon, any 

lands not owned or controlled by this state or any of its 

agencies, the supervisors may require con~ributions in 

money, se~vices. materials. or atherwis?. to any operations 

conferring such benefits• and •ay require land occupiers to 

enter into and perfor~ such agreements or covenants as to 

the permanent use of such 1 ands as wi 11 tend to pr eve:>t or 

control erosion and prevent floodwater and sedi•ent da:oages 

thereon; 

(12) To borrow money and incur indebtedness and to 

issue bonds or other evidence of such indebtedness; also to 

refund or retire an indebtedness or lien that aay exist 

against the district or property thereof; 

{13) To fix and revise as necessary and collect rateso 

fees, tolls, rents, or other charges for the use of or for 

services, facilities and •aterials furnished or ?rovided. 

Revenues from these sources may be expended in carryin; out 

the purposes and provisions of this act; 

(14) To cause taxes to be levied in the sam2 manner 

provided for in Title 16, chJpter 2, R. c. M. 1947, for the 

purpose of paying any obligation of the district and to 

accomplish the purposes of this act in the manner herein 

provided. 

(15) To apply for and receive federal revenue sharing 
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funds in order to carry out the purposes and provisions of 

2 this chapter•£ 

3 !161 Io conduct syryeyso joyestjgatjooso ~-L~Lkn 

4 relatjn~ tO ~e seeo and other sojl and water saljnjty 

5 grob]ems• includjn~ analyses of p~eygntjy~_and_ contra] 

6 •easures. and tg nupljsh and djssemjngte jnforaation 

7 cpncernjog such suryeys. _i~LigatiGnL_~ research. -In 

8 grder to avo.i.IL~l...Uoitt.ioo pf rese~~..u;t.iri.:tl~_np 

9 ~rjct may jni-tjate any research pr'ogra• except _in 

10 cppperatjpn wjth the degartweot of state·1ands gr any gther 

11 aggpcy qf 'tijjS state gr the Unjted States bayjng sjmj~ 

12 responsibilities. 

13 B. No provisions with respect to the acquisition, 

14 operation, or disposition of property by other public bodies 

15 shall be applicable.to a district organized hereunder unless 

16 the legislature shall specifically so state.• 

-End-
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Approved by Co~ittee 
on Agrivulture Livestock 
& Irrigation · 

S!BATE BILL BO. 209 

IBTBODOC!D BY GALT. IOLSTlD 

!CO!BEB• DOBKLE• BOSKIE. IELSOJ, JEBGlSOB 

l BILL fOB 11 ACT !BTITLED: •11 lCT TO E!POIEB COJS!BYlTIOJ 

DISTRICTS TO DElL liTH SALliE SBBP liD 01888 SOIL lit ilTiB 

SALIIITY PBOBLE!S; lS!BtiiG S!CTIOB 76-108, B.C.!. 1947.• 

BE IT EllCTED BY THE LEGISLlTOBE Of T!! StATE Cf !OITAJl: 

section 1. section 76-108. B.C.!. 1947. is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•76-108. Powers of districts and super~isors. l. A 

couserYation district orqanized under tbe provisions of this 

act shall constitute a qovernaental subdivision of this 

state, and a public body corporate and politic. ezercising 

public powers. and such district, and the supervisors 

thereof. shall have the follo1ing poMers. in addition to 

otkers granted in other sections of this act: 

(1) To conduct surveys. investigations. and research 

relating to the character of soil erosion. floodMater and 

sediaent daaages, ~lTBB G01LIT~2!!!!~ and to the 

conservation. developaent. utilization, and disposal of 

water and the preventive and control aeasures and works of 

iaproveaent needed. to publish the results of such surYeys. 

investigations. or research. and tc disse•inate inforaation 
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concerning such preventive and control aeasures and vorks of 

iaprove•ent; provided, however. that in order to avoid 

duplication of research actiYities, no district shall 

initiate any research prograa escept iu co-operation with 

the qoveru•eut of this state or any of its agencies. or vita 

the United States or any of its agencies; 

(2) To conduct soil. vegetation, and water resources 

conservation projects on lands witbin the districts upon 

obtaining the conseut of the owner of such lands or the 

necessarJ rights or iuterest in such land; 

(3) To carry out preveutive and coutrol aeasures and 

vorks of i•proveaent for flood prevention and the 

couseryation, developaent. utilization. and disposal of 

water within the district. including. but net liaited to, 

engineering operations, range aanageaeut. aethods of 

cultivation, the groviug of vegetation. changes in use of 

laud. and the aeasures listed in subsection c of sectiou 

76-102, B.C.!. 1947. on lands owned or controlled by this 

state or any of its agencies Mith tbe co-operation of the 

agency adainistering and having jurisdiction thereof. aad ou 

any other lands Mithin the district upon obtaining the 

consent of the occupier of suck lands or the necessary 

rigbts or interests in such lands; 

(4) To co-operate. or enter into agreeaents vith. and 

within the liwits of appropriations duly aade available to 
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it by law, to furnish fiaaacial c~ ether aid to, anJ agency, 

go•ernaental o~ otherwise, or aay occupier of lauds withia 

the district, in the carrying on of erosioo-coatrcl aad 

pre•entioa operatioas, and works of iaproweaent for flood 

preweatioa and the conseryation, de•elopaeatr utilization 

aad disposal of water within t~e district, subject to such 

coaditions as the super•isors aay deea necessary to adyaace 

the purposes of this act; 

{5) ~o obtaia options apoa aad to acquire, ty 

purchase, ezchange, lease, gift, graat, bequest, deyise, or 

otherwise, aay property, real or personal, or rights or 

interests therein, aad all such property shall be ezeapt 

froa tazation by the state or any political subdivision 

thereof, to aaiatain, adainister, aad iaproye any properties 

acquired, to recei•e iacoae fro• such properties aad to 

ezpead such iacoae in carryiag ont the purposes and 

provisioas of this act; and to sell, 

dispose of any of its property 

lease, or otherwise 

or interests therein in 

furtheraace of the purposes and proYisioas vt tkis act; 

(6) ~o aake available on such teras as it shall 

prescribe, to land occupiers within the district, 

agricultural aad engiaeering aachiaery and eguifaent, 

fertilizer, seeds and seedlings, aad such other aaterial or 

equipaent, as will assist such land occupiers to carry on 

operations upon their lands for the conser•atioa of soil 

-3- SB 209 

I ~ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Sl! 0209/02 

resources and for tbe pre•eatioa and control cf scil 

erosion, and for flood prevention and the conservation, 

developaent, utilization, and disposal of water; 

(7) ~o construct, iaproye, operate and aaintain such 

structures as aay be aecessary or con•eaient for the 

perforaance of aay of the operatioas authorized in this act; 

(81 ~o develop coaprehensiwe Jlans for the 

conseryation of soil resources aad for the centre! aad 

preveation of soil erosioa, and for flood preventiou, aad 

conseryation. de•elopaeat, utilization. and disposal of 

water within tbe district, vhicb plans shall specify in such 

detail as aay be possible, the acts, procedures. 

perforaances, and ayoidances which are necessary or 

desirable, for the effectuation of such plans, inclading tbe 

specification of engiaeering operatioas, raage aamageaeat, 

aetbods of cultivation, the groaing of •egetation, cropping, 

and range progra•s, tillage and grazing practices, and 

changes in use of land; aad to publish such plans aad 

iaforaation and bring thea to the attention of occapiers of 

lands aithin the district; 

(9) ~o take oYer. by purchase, lease, cr otherwise, 

and to adainister any soil-coaser•ation, flocd-pre•ention, 

drainage. irrigatioa, vater-aanageaent, erosioa-control, or 

~rosion-pre•ention project, or coabinations thereof, located 

vithin its boundaries undertaken by the United States or aay 

-4- SB 209 
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of its agencies, or by this state or any of its agencies; to 

aanage, as agent of the United states or any of its 

agencies, or of this state or any of its agencies, any 

soil-conservation, flood-prevention, draiaage, irrigation, 

eater-aanageaent, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention 

project, or coabination thereof, within its boundaries; tc 

act as agent for the United States, or aay of its agencies, 

or for this state or any of its agencies, in conaection with 

the acquisition, construction, operation, or adainistration 

of any soil-conservation, flood-preven,icn, drainage, 

irrigation, eater-aanageaent, erosion-control, or 

erosion-preventioa projects, or coabinaticn thereof, within 

its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, and 

contributions in aoney, services, aaterials, or otherwise, 

froa the United states or any of its agencies, or froa this 

state or any of its agencies, and to use or expend such 

aoneys, services, aaterials, or other contributions in 

carrying on its operations: 

(101 ~o sue and be sued in the naae cf the district; to 

bave a seal, which seal shall be judicially noticed; tc bave 

perpetual succession unless terainated as hereinafter 

provided; to aake and execute contracts and other 

instruaents, necessary or convenient tc the exercise of its 

powers; to aake, and froa tiae to tiae aaend and repeal, 

rules and regulations not consistent with this act, to carry 
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into effect its purposes and powers; 

{11) ls a condition to the extending of any benefits 

under this act to, or the perforaance of work npon, any 

lands not owned or controlled by this state or any of its 

agencies, the supervisors aay require contributions in 

aoney, services, aaterials, cr otherwise to any operations 

confeEring such benefits, and aay require land occupiers to 

enter into and pertora such agreeaents or covenants as to 

the peraanent use of such lands as will tend to prewent or 

control erosion and prevent floodwater and sediaent daaages 

tbereon; 

{12) To borrow aoney and incur indebtedness and tc 

issue bonds or other evidence of sucb indebtedaess: also to 

refund or retire an indebtedness or lien that aay exist 

against the district cr property thereof; 

(131 To fix and revise as necessary and collect rates, 

fees, tolls, rents, or other charges for the use cf or fer 

services, facilities and aaterials furnished or frcvided. 

Bewenues ·froa these sources aay be expended in carrying out 

the purposes and provisions of this act; 

(14) To cause taxes to be levied in the saae aanner 

pro•ided tor in Title 76, chapter 2, E. c. a. 19~7, for tbe 

purpose of paying any obligation of the district and to 

accoaplish the purposes of this act iu the aanner herein 

Ftovided. 
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(15) ~o apply for aad receiwe federal revenue shariag 

2 funds in order to carry oat the purposes aud provisions of 
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15 operation, or dispositioa of property hJ ether public todies 

16 shall he applicable to a district orgauized hereuuder unless 

17 the legislature sball specifically so state.• 
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S!IATE BILL 10. 209 

IITBODUCID BY GlLT, IOLSTlD 

ftCOftBEB, DOJILE, ROSII!, IELSOI, JEBGESOI 

1 BILL FOB 11 ACT EITITLED: "11 ACT TO E!POiEB COIS!BlATIOI 

DISTRICTS TO DEAL liTH SALliE SEEP AID OTBBB SOIL AID ilTIR 

SlLIIITI PROBLIBS; lBEBDIIG SECTIOI 76-108, B.c.a. 1947.• 

BE IT EllCTID BY THE LEGISLATUBB OF TBE SlAT! 0~ BOITliA: 

Section 1. Section 76-108, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•76-108. Powers of distriCts and super~isors. l. 1 

conser~ation district organized under the provisions of this 

act shall constitute a qove•naental subdivision of this 

state, and a pnblic body corporate and ~olitic, ezercising 

public powers, and such district, and the super~isors 

thereof, shall have the following FOWers, in addition to 

others granted in other sections of this act: 

(1) To conduct surveys, in~estigations, and research 

relatinq to the character of soil erosicn, floodwater and 

sedi•ent da•aqes, ilTBB OOALITI, AID ~II! SEEP and to the 

conservation, developaent, utilization, and disFosal of 

water and the prewentive and control aeasures and wcrks of 

iaproweaent needed, to publish the results of such surveys, 

inwestigations, or research, and to disseainate inforaation 
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concerninq such pre•enti•e and control aeasures ana we~s of 

iapro•eaent; provided, bovewer, that in order to avoid 

duplication of research acti~ities, no district shall 

initiate any research prograa ezcept in co-operation with 

the governaent of this state or any of its agencies, or vita 

the United States or any of its agencies; 

(2) To conduct soil, veqetation, and water resources 

coaservation projects on lands within the districts upon 

obtaining the consent of the owner of such lands or the 

necessary rights or iaterest in such laad; 

{3) To carry out prewentive and control aeasures and 

vorks of iaproveaent for flood prevention and the 

conservation, developaent, utilization, and disposal of 

water within the district, including, but not liaited to, 

engineering operations, range aaaagetent, aetbods of 

cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changes in use of 

land, and the aeasures listed in subsection c of section 

76-102, R.c.e. 19q7, on lands ovaea or controlled by this 

state or any of its agencies vitb the co-operation of the 

aqency adainistering and hawing jurisdiction thereof, aad oa 

any otber lands within the district upon obtaining tbe 

consent of the occupier of suca lands or tbe necessary 

rights or interests in such lands; 

(4) To co-operate, or enter into agreeaents vith, and 

within the liaits of appropriations duly aade available tc 
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it by law, to faroish fioaacial or other aid to. aay ageacy, 

go•eroseutal or otherwise. or aoy occupier of lauds withia 

the district, io the carryiog on of erosioa-contrcl and 

pre•eatiou operatioas. aad works of iwpro•eaeat far flood 

pre•eotiou aod the coaser•ation. de•elopaent, utilizatiou 

and disposal of water vithio the district. subject to such 

coaditioas as the super•isors say dee• aecessary to adYance 

the purposes of this act; 

(5) ~o obtaia options upou aud to acquire, by 

purchase, ezcbange, lease. gift, grant, bequest, deYise, or 

otherwise, aay property, real or personal, or rights or 

interests thereiu. aud all such property shall be ezeapt 

fro• tazation by the atate or aay political subdi•isioo 

thereof, to •aiutaia, adsiuister, and ispro•e any properties 

acquired, to recei•e incoae froa such properties a~d to 

ezpend such incose in carrying out the purposes and 

proyisions of this act; aad to sell. lease, or otherwise 

dispose of any of its property or iaterests thereiu iu 

furtherauce of the purposes and pro•isions of this act; 

f6) ~o aake aYailable oa such teras as it shall 

prescribe, to laud occupiers within the district, 

agricultural aad eugiaeering sachiaery aad eguipaeat. 

fertilizer, seeds aad seedliags, aad such other saterial or 

equipsent. as will assist such laud occupiers to carry ou 

operatioas upou their lands for the conser•atioa of soil 
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resources aad for the pre•entioa and coutrol cf scil 

erosioa, and for flood pre•entioa and the coaser•atioa, 

deYelopaent, utilizatioa, and disposal of water; 

(7) ~o coastruct, iapro•e, operate and aaintain such 

structures as say be necessary or con•eaieat for the 

perforaance of aay of the operations authorized in this act; 

(8) ~o de•elop coaprebeusi•e (lans for the 

coaser•atioa of soil resources and for the ccutrcl aad 

pre•eatioa of soil erosion, aad for flood preYeation, and 

conserYation, de•elopaeat, utilizatioa, aad disposal of 

water aithin the district. which plans skall specify ia such 

detail as say be possible, the acts, procedures. 

perforaances, and a•oidances which are necessary or 

desirable, for the effectuation of such plaas, incladiag the 

specificatioa of engiueering operations, raage aanageaeat, 

setbods of culti•ation, the growing of Yegetation, croppiag, 

and rauge progra•s, tillage and grazing practices, aad 

cbauges ia use of land; and to publish such plaas aad 

iufor.ation and bring thea to the atteution of occupiers of 

lauds within the district; 

(9) To take o•er. by purchase. lease, cr otherwise, 

and to adaioister aay soil-coaser•atioa, flocd-preweatioa, 

drainage, irrigation, vater-aanageaent. erosion-coatrol, or 

~rosicn-prevention project, or coabioatioas thereof, located 

vithiu its bouadaries uodertakea by the Dnited States or aay 
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of its aqencies, or by this state or any of its agencies; to 

aaaaqe, as aqent of the United States or any of its 

agencies, or of this state or any of its aqencies, any 

soil-conservation, flood-prevention, drainage, irriqation, 

vater-aanageaent, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention 

project, or coabination thereof, within its boundaries; tc 

act as aqent for the United States, or any of its agencies, 

or for this state or any of its aqencies, in connection with 

the acquisition, construction. operation, or adainistration 

of any soil-conservation, flood-preven,ion, drainaqe. 

irriqation, vater-aanaqeaent, erosion-control, or 

erosion-prevention projects, or coabinaticn thereof, within 

its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, and 

contributions in aoney, services, aaterials. or otherwise, 

froa the United States or any of its aqencies, or fro• this 

state or any of its agencies, and to use or expend such 

aoneys, services, aaterials, or other contributions in 

carrying on its operations; 

(10) To sue and be sued in the naae cf the district; to 

have a seal, vhich seal sball te judicially noticed; tc have 

perpetual succession unless terainated as hereinafter 

provided; to aate and execute contracts and other 

instruaents. necessary or convenient to the exercise of its 

pavers; to aate, and froa tiae to tiae aaend and repeal, 

rules and regulations not consistent vith this act, to carry 
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into effect its purFoses and pavers; 

(11) ls a condition to tbe extendinq of any benefits 

under this act to, or the perforaance of work upon, any 

lands not ovned or controlled by this state or any of its 

agencies, the supervisors aay require contributions in 

aoney, services, aaterials, or otherwise to any operaticns 

conferrinq such benefits, and aay require land occupiers to 

enter into and perfora such agreeaents or covenants as to 

the peraanent use of such lands as will tend to prevent o~ 

control erosion and prevent floodwater and sediaent daaaqes 

thereon; 

(12) ~o borrov aoney and incur indebtedness and to 

issue bonds or other evidence of such indebtedness; also to 

refund or retire an indebtedness or lien that aay ezist 

aqainst the district cr property thereof; 

(13) To fix and revise as necessary and collect rates, 

fees, tolls, rents, or other charqes for the use cf or fer 

services, facilities and aaterials furnished or prcvided. 

Bevenues ·from these sources aay be ezpended in carrying out 

the purposes and provisions of this act; 

(14) ~o cause taxes to be levied in the saae aanner 

provided for in Title 76, chapter 2, B. c. !. 1947, for the 

purpose of payinq any obliqation of the district and to 

accoaplish the purposes of this act in the aanner herein 

Frovided. 
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(15) To apply for and receive federal revenue sharing 

2 funds in order to carry oat the purpose! and provisions of 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 
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10 

11 
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13 

14 

this chapter-r,& 

IJit ,, !81i¥!~=!§EW!tlz~!!is!tl!!lt ·t!=:~!E!t 

feiat!et te eali!! :§!IE ••• ''~'I @!i! aai ~~ 

., •• ,,,,, ••• it ~..__... • •• ,,,,, ••• _!!!!~! 

£2!!81Jie! •••~ •••••T•• tt!!§ii!!ii•l• !•f =i!!!••ehL=:!! 

&fier ta tweji iaplj!~!! at taae~~ •!ii!i!l!&z==t! 

iiatri•• ''' iai\itje ''' !t••••th_=!f!!''' '''''' l! 

tespaaei~!!j,ies: 

B. Jo provisions aith respect to the acquisition, 

15 operation, or disposition of property by other public bodies 

16 shall be applicable to a district organized hereunder unless 

17 the legislature shall specifically so state.• 

-End-
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HO~ OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 29, 1977 

Committee of the Whole on Senate Bill No. 209, third reading copy as 
follows: 

1. Amend page 1, line 21. 
Following: "QUALITY" 
Strike:", AND" 
Insert: "as it pertains to" 

AS AMENDED BE 
CONCURRED IN 



March 23, 1977 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND IRRIGATION 
AMEND~lliNTS TO SENATE BILL 209, third reading copy. 

1. Amend title, line 7. 
Following: line 6 
Strike: "SALINITY" 
Insert: "QUALITY" 
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SENATE BILL NO. 209 

INTRODUCED BY GALT, KOLSTAD 

McOMBER, DUNKLEt ROSKIEt NELSON, JERGESON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT E~TITLEO: •AN ACT TO EMPOWER CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS TO O~AL WITH SALINE SEEP AND OTHER SOIL AND WATER 

7At+H~¥ QUAliTy PROBLEMS; AMENDING SECTION 76-108t R.c.K. 

1947·· 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-108• s.c.M. 1947, is a .. nded to 

read as follows: 

•76-108. Powers of districts and supervisors. A· A 

conservation district organized under the provisions of this 

act shall constitute a govern.antal subdivision of this 

state, and a public body corporate and politicr exercising 

public powers, and such district-• and the supervisors 

thereofo shall have the following powers, in addition to 

others granted in other sections of this act: 

(1) To conduct surveys, investigations. and research 

relating to the character of soil erosiono floodwater and 

sediment damages, WATER QUA!ITY7 --6HB AS IT PERTAINS TO 

SALINE SEEP and to the conservation, develop.ent, 

utilization, and disposal of water and the preventive and 

control measures and works of improve.ant needed, to publish 
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the_ r~sults of such surveys, investigations, or research, 

and to dissesinate information concerning such preventive 

and control aeasures and works of laproveaent; provided• 

however,_ that in order to avoid duplication of research 

activities, no district shall initiate any research progra• 

except In co-operation with the govern.ant of this state or 

any of its agencies, or with the United States or any of its 

agencies; 

(2) To conduct soil, vegetation, and water resources 

conservation projects on lands within the districts upon 

obtaining the con5ent of the o-r of such lands or the 

necessary rights or interest in such land; 

(3} To carry out preventive and control .. asures and 

works of l•proveeent for flood prevention and the 

conservation, developaent, utilization, and disposal of 

water within the district, including, but not liaited to9 

engineering operations. range aanagesentt methods of 

cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changes In use of 

lando and the aeasures listed in subsection C of section 

76-102o R.c.H. 1947, on lands owned or controlled by this 

state or any of its agencies with the co-operation of the 

agency administering and having jurisdiction thereof, and on 

any other lands within the district upon obtaining the 

consent of the occupier of such lands or the necessary 

rights or interests in such lands; 
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(4) To co-operate, or enter into agree.ents witho and 

within the li•lts of appropriations duly .ade available to 

it by law, to furnish financial or other aid too any agency, 

governaenta1 or otherwise. or any occupier of lands within 

the district, in the carrying on of erosion-£ontrol and 

prevention operations, and works of i~row~ for flood 

prevention and the conservation, develop.ento utilization 

and disposal of ¥ater within the district, subject to such 

conditions as the supervisors aay de- necessary to advance 

the purposes of this act; 

(5) To obtain options upon and to acqui reo by 

purchase, exchange, lease, gifto granto bequest, devi~•• or 

otherwise, any property, real or personal, or rights or 

interests therein, and all such property shall be exe~t 

fro. taxation by the state or any political subdivision 

thereofo to •aintaino ~inistero and i.prove any properties 

acquired, to receive inc- fr011 such properties and to 

expend such income in carrying out the purposes and 

provisions of this act; and to sello lease, or otherwise 

dispose of any of its property or interests therein in 

furtherance of the purposes and provisions of this act; 

·(6) To •aka available on such ter•s as. it shall 

prescribe, 

agricultural 

to land occupi-s within the district, 

and engineering aachinery and equip~ento 

fertilizer, seeds and seedlings, and such other .aterial or 
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equipaento as will assist such land occupiers to carry on 

operations upon their lands for the conservation of soil 

resources and for the prevention and control of soil 

erosion, and for flood prevention and the conservation, 

develop .. nto utilization, and disposal of water; 

(7) To construct, i•proveo operate and aaintain such 

structures as .ay be necessary or convenient for the 

performance of any of the operations authorized in this act; 

(8) To develop ca.prehensive plans for the 

conservation of soil resources and for the control and 

prevention of soil erosion, and for flood preventiono and 

conservation, devetop.ento utilization, and disposal of 

w•ter within the district, which plans shall specify in such 

detail as aay be possible, the actso procedures. 

performances, and avoidances which are necessary or 

desirable, for the effectuation of such plans, including the 

specification of engineering operations, range aanaga.ent. 

methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, cropping, 

and range progra•s• tillage and grazing practices, and 

changes in use of land; and to publish such plans and 

inforaation and bring them to the attention of occupiers of 

lands within the district; 

(9) To take overo by purchase, lease, or otherwise, 

and to ad•inister any soil-conservation• flood-prevention, 

drainage, irrigation• water-aanage .. nto erosion-controlw or 
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erosion-prevention project, or co•binations thereof, located 

within its boundaries undertaken by the United States or any 

ot its agencies, or by this state or any of its agencies; to 

aanage, as agent of the United States or any of its 

agencies, or of this state or any of its agencies, any 

soil-conservation, flood-prevention, drainage, irrigation, 

vater-aanage.ento erosion-control, or erosion-prevention 

project, or c~bination thereof, within its boundaries; to 

act as agent for the United States, or any of its agencies, 

or for this state or any of its agencies, in connection with 

the acquisition, construction, operation, or adainlstration 

of any soil-conservation, flood-prevantlon, drainage, 

irrigation, water-aanageaent, erosion-control, 

erosion-prevention projects, or co•blnation thereofo 

its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, 

or 

within 

and 

contributions in aoney, services, aaterials, or otherwise, 

fro• the United States or any of its agencies, or fro. this 

state or any of its agencies, and to use or expend such 

aoneyso services, •aterialso or other contributions in 

carrying on its operations; 

(10) To sue and be sued in the naae of the district; to 

have a seal, which seal shall be judicially noticed; to have 

perpetual succession unless terainated as hereinafter 

provided; to •ake and execute contracts and other 

instru~entso necessary or convenient to the exercise of Its 
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pow~rs; to •akeo and froe ti~ to tiae aaend and repeal, 

rules and regulations not consistent with this acto to carry 

into effect its purposes and powers; 

(11) As a condition to the extending of any benefits 

under this act to, or the perforaance of work upon, any 

lands not owned or controlled by this state or any of Its 

agencies, the supervisors aay require contributions in 

aoney, services, aaterialso or otherwise to any operations 

conferring such benefits, and •ay require land occupiers to 

enter into and perfora such agreeaents or covenants as to 

the peraanent use of such lands as vi 11 tend to prevent or 

control erosion and prevent floodwater and sedi .. nt da.ages 

thereon; 

(12) To borrow aoney and Incur indebtedness and to 

issue bonds or other evidence of such indebtedness; also to 

refund or retire an indebtedness or lien that aay exist 

against the district or property thereof; 

(13) To fix and revise as necessary and collect rates. 

fees. tollso rents, or other charges for the use of or for 

services, facilities and •aterlals furnished or provided. 

Revenues fro• these sources aay be expended in carrying out 

the purposes and provisions of this act~ 

(14» To cause taxes to be levied in the saae aanner 

provided for in Title T6o chapter 2o R. c. H. 194To for the 

purpose of paying any obligation of the district ~nd to 
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1 accoMplish the purposes of this act in the •anner herein 

2 provided. 

3 (15) To apply for and receive federal revenue sharing 

4 funds in order to carry out the purposes and provisions of 

5 this chapter.~ 

6 ----- :.::;JI;"""'ItiiOl~iiiJi~ 

7 rtthd:tna=="o--=alttine= · l!!ep oml ot;twr 1oH •d wonr=aot*"'*" 

8 proetJ •• •--tnc:touttM-=anofTut--stf--=neyent;tu=on<t--coftb:tri 

9 ••••a ret- =omt===t;o=-pttbt±ah-:-amt==di .... ; not;e- info••tion 

10 COftC8PDiftl IMCb .. rwcrtj--inY•ItiOD\IOft! ftDd Ceaeorcbw in 

11 ors:ler-=to---mroit!==dal)t+cot:tsm--ot==reaeerc h -os:1:irittear=no 

1Z _ ___ ___ ~----- ___ _ 

13 cooperel;iOA wtttt ttw -cl•••t•at of •t•te tonsta nr any otiwr 

1~ ageecs-of=tbta=itat• or the MRjt•d 5&•&•• ho•i"l •i•iier 

15 re1pon•lhilit*«tw 

16 s. No provisions with respect to the acquisition, 

17 operation• or disposition of property by other public bodies 

18 shall be applicable to a district organized hereunder unless 

19 the legislature shall specifically so state.• 

=End~ 
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