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A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM 

AMOUNT WHICH HAY BE PAID TO A QUALIFIED CLAIMANT UNDER THE 

VJLUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION PlAN FROM S50 TJ $100 PEK HuNTH; 

A~ENDIN~ SECTION 11-202~• RoCoHo 1947; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section lo Section 11-2D22, RoCoMo 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•11-2022. Disability, death, insurance and pension 

benefits. 1. Every memoer of a fire company organized in an 

unincorporated area. town or village under the laws of this 

state, sh311 be entitled to receive compensation for 

disability incurred while in the performance of his duties 

as such fi~eman, when such disability necessitates the 

services of a physician o~ su~geon, whil~ confined or 

nonc.onfined,. in the amount of his necessary and reasonaole 

m~dical expenses resu,ting directly from such disaoi1 ity. 

and incurred ~ithin a period of not more than thirty-six 

(36) months from the date of the injury which C3used such 

disability, not to exceed a total of twenty-five tnousand 

dollars ($2~,0DO}o 

INTRODUCED B I L L 

lC 0877/0l 

2. Where an injury incurred in line of such duty 

2 results in the loss hy amputation of an arm, hand, leg or 

3 foot, or the enucleation of an eye, or the loss of any of 

4 the natural teetht the board shall order them an artificial 

5 member or members be fu~nished to supply the loss thereof. 

b The expense of furnishing such members shall not exceed the 

7 sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500). The 

8 replace...,nt of an artificial member so furnished shall be 

9 required every fi~e (5) years. if necessary. 

10 3. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fire•an 

ll covered under this act whose death occurs in line of duty 9 

12 an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

13 expenses, or the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 

14 (Slt500), whichever is less, shall be allowed. 

15 4. To encourage and aid volunteer fire departments to 

16 maint3in group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

17 injury incurred by memoers while in the performance of 

18 duties as volunteer firemen, the sum of seventy-five dollars 

19 ( $75) per year for each mobile unit of fire-fightinq 

20 equipment• not exceeding two {2) such units in number for 

21 any such department, shall be paid to each volunteer fi~e 

22 department maintaining such jnsur-ance, or to th;, 

23 o~ganization or agency maintaining such insuranc~ for any 

24 such volunte~r fire department. 

2'; 5o In the case of every volunteer fireman who shall 

-2- v/3;!~ 
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meet the qualification requirements set forth in 

subparagraph two (2) of section 11-2023, and then if the 

claim provided for under subparaqraph two (2) of section 

11-2024 shall be completed and filedo the claimant shall be 

entitled thereafter to rarticipete 

fire•en•s ~ensio~ p1an as provided 

in 

in 

the- vo1untger 

this act. and to 

receive p~yments ther8under co•puted each year in the 

following manner. Whenaver at the close of business on th~ 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be 3 balance in the 

volunteer fireman•s compensation earmarked revenue account 

in the earmarked revenue fund in excess of one million 

dollars ($1o000o000) then the industrial accident board 

shall s~t aside and pay over to the public employees• 

retirement system, the smaller of such amount in excess of 

one million dollars ($1o000o000)o or an amount equal to 

ninety-five percent (95~) of the increas~ of said account 

balance over the account balance at the end of tne preceding 

fiscal ye~r. for the payment by said public employees• 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants durin~ 

the immediat~ly succeeding fi~cal y~ar. Th3 amount to b~ 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be Je>cermin,"J oy 

dividing said amount set aside by the number of clai~a~s 

qualifying to participate in such pension plan at the 

beginning of such succeeding fiscal year. If such amount set 

aside shall b2 suffici~nt to pay each such qualified 
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claim~nt a~ least twenty dollars ($20) per month throuyhout 

such succeedinq fisca1 year, then such pension shall be paid 

monthlyo on or before tne last aay of each month of such 

succeeding fiscal year; but if said amount set aside shall 

not be sufficient to pay each qualified clai~ant 

twenty dollars (S20) per month• then each 

at leotst 

qualified 

claimant•s full pension for that year shall be paij to him 

in one lump payment on or before the fifteenth day of 

Dec~mb~r of such year; provided9 however• that in any ~vent 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qualified 

claimant shall not exceed the sum of +++ty--do++ors--t*Stit 

~~ per month• and the amount to be set aside hereunder 

from the volunteer fi~eman•s compensation ea~marked revenue 

accoui1t in the earmarked revenue fund at the beginninu of 

any fiscal year for the funding of such pensions shall not 

in any event exceed the amount necessary to pay such maximum 

of +++ty--do++ors--tS58t ~ per ~onth to each claimant 

aualified as of the beginninq of such fiscal year. For the 

purpose of computation anG payment of benefits under tnis 

acto if children of any volunteer firemdn shall become 

eligible for nenefits hereundero then all children of such 

volunteer fireman shall be treated collectively as one (1) 

claimant. The fiscdl year for the purpose of this act shall 

begin on the first day of July of each year and end on the 

1ast day of June of each year.• 

-4-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. _.!._:!6-77 __ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form HJ)·/5 

In compliance with a written request received ___ '=._ebryJ!!YJL __ --~ , 19 _ _I/_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for . __ -~_n_a~E! J~iJU8~---~-~--- pursuant to Chapter 53. Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to increase the maximum amount which may be paid to a qualified claimant under the volunteer firemen's pension 
plan from $50 to $100 per month. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Benefit increase under current law will be 11% annually. 
2. This bill will double the benefit payout. The amount to be paid out in FY 77 under current law is $76,020. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Additional benefits to be paid under proposed 
legislation 

LONG-RANGE EFFECT: 

FY 78 FY 79 

$84,382 $93,664 

This increase will tend to reduce asset increases in future years due to increased current payments. 
Because fund may only pay 95% of previous year's increase, this may reduce future benefit payments. Fund will always 
grow by 5% each year. 

"""' 

~_L-~~~~-~ 
BUDGET Dl RECTOR c./ 
Office of Budget and Program Planning .._., 

Date: ~ •· I l.A - 7 7 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Adminietration 

INTRODUCED i>Y ~~~ 
A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INC~EAS~ THE MAXIMUM 

AMOUNT WHICH MAY BE PAID TO A QUALIFIED ClAIMANT UNDER THE 

V8LUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION PLAN FROM $50 TJ $100 PER MONTH; 

AioiENOl~G SECTION ll-2U22o RoC:ol1o 1947; AND Pi<OVIOPlG Ml 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section ll-2D22o RoC:oMo 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•11-2022• Disabilityo deatho insurance and pension 

benefits. lo Every me•oer of a fire co•pany organized in an 

unincorpor~t~d area. town o~ village under the laws of this 

state. shall be entitled to receive co•pensation for 

disability incurred while in the perforaance of his duties 

as such fireman. when such disability necessitates the 

services of a physician or surgeon. whil~ confined or 

nonconfined. in the amount of his necessary end reasonaol~ 

m~dical expenses resultin; directly f~om sucn uisa~i.itY• 

and incurred within a period of not more than thirty-six 

(36} months from the date of the injury which caused such 

disability. not to exceed a total of twenty-five thousand 

dollars ($2S.OOO)o 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

LC D877 jOl 

2. Rhere an injury incurred in line of such duty 

2 results in the loss by amputation of an arm. hando leg or 

3 footo or the 2nucleation of an eye. or the loss of any of 

4 the natural teetho the board shall order them an artificial 

5 member or members be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

b The expens~ of furnishing such me•bers shall not exceed the 

1 sum of one thousand five hundred dollars (Sl.SOO}o The 

B replacement of an artificial member so furnished shall be 

9 required every five (5} years. if necessary. 

1D 3o To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fireman 

11 covered under this act whose death occurs in line of duty 0 

12 an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

13 expenses. or the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 

14 (!1•5DDI• whichever is lesso shall be allowed. 

15 4. To -encourage aad aid vo I unteer fire departments to 

16 maintain group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

17 injury incurred by members while in the performance of 

18 duties ns volunteer firemen. the sum of seventy-five dollars 

19 ($75) per year for each mo~ile unit ot fire-fight in':l 

20 equipment• not exceeding two (2} such units in number for 

21 any such depar tm<>nt • sha1l be j)ai d to each volunteer f i rc 

22 department maintaining such insur-ance .. or to th~ 

23 organization or agency maintaining such insuranc~ for any 

24 ~ucn v0lunte0r fire de~artment. 

Z"i ~- In the case of evet~y volunteer fireman who sh~ 11 

-2- 813!?.3 
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meet the ~ualification J"equ i rements set forth in 

subparagraph two (2) of section 11-2023, and then if the 

claim provided for under subparagr3ph two (2) ot s~ction 

11-2024 shall be completed ano filed, the claimant shall be 

n.ntitled thereafter to participate in th2 volunteer 

firemen•s pensio~ plan as o~ovided in this act, ano to 

receive puyments 

following manner. 

thereunder computed each year in the 

Whene~er at the close of business on th~ 

last day of any fiscal year ther~ shall be J balance in the 

volunteer fire•an•s compensation earmarked revenue account 

in the earma~ked revenue fund in excess of one million 

dollars ($1,000,000) th9n the industrial accident ooard 

shall set aside and pay over to the public employees• 

retire.ent syste•• the smaller of such amount in excess of 

one million dollars ($l,OOQ,OOO)o or an amount equal to 

ninety-fi~e percent (>J5') of the increasa of sajd account 

balance over the account balance at the end of Lne preceding 

fiscal year, for the payment by said public employees' 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants duriny 

the immediately succeeding fiscal year. Th~ amount to be 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be ~etermined by 

dividing said amount set aside by the number of claimants 

qualifying to participate in such pension plan at th~ 

beginning of such succeeding fiscal year. If such amount set 

aside shall be suffici~nt to pay each such ~ualified 
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claim~nt at l•ast twenty doll~rs (520) por month throu ohout 

such succeedi,lq fiscal year. ~hen such ~ension shall be paid 

montnly• on or beforP the last Ody of each m~nth 0f sucn 

succeedtnq fiscal y~a~; but if said amount 5~t 3Side shal I 

not be suffici~nt to pay each quat iticd cl ~imant at lea~t 

twenty dollars (S~OJ per month, Ehen each qual ifieo 

claimant•s full pension for that yea~ shal1 be ~ai j to him 

rn one 1 U!ID!") paym~nt on or before "tht t i ft~enth d-J y of 

oecember of such year; provtoed, however, that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qualified 

claimdot shall not exceed the sum of +++~--de++e~--~~t 

~ per month. and the amount to be set aside her~under 

fro~ the vu1unteer fireman•s compensation earmarked revenue 

account in the ear .. arked revenue fund at the begi nn in<; of 

any fiscal year for the funding of such pensions shall not 

in any event exceed the amount necessary to pay sucn maximum 

of ++~ty--do++e~~--t$~~ ~QQ per month to each clai~ant 

qualified as ~f the beginning of such fiscal year. For th~ 

purpose of co~putation and ~ayment of benefits under tnis 

act, if children of any volunteer fireman shall become 

eli~ible for benefits hereunder• then all cnildren of such 

volunteer fireman shall be treated collectively as on~ (1) 

claim3nt. The fiscal year for the purpose of this act snall 

begin on the first day of July of each year and end on the 

lust day of June of each year." 

-4-
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Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on 

2 its ~assage and app~oval. 

-End-
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2 INTRODUCED bY 
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1 2. Where an injury incurred in line of such duty 

2 results in the loss by amputation of an ar•o hando leg or 

3 foot, or the enucleation of an eye, or the loss of any of 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM 4 the natural teetht the board shall order the• an artificial 

5 AMOUNT WHICH MAY BE PAID TO A QUALIFIED CLAIMANT UNDER THE 5 member or members be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

6 VOLUNTEER FIREMEN•S PENSION PLAN FROM SSO TJ SlOG PER MONTH; b The expense of furnishing such aeabers shall not exceed the 

7 A~ENOIN6 SECTION 11-ZOZlt R.C.M. 1947; AND PROYIDl~G AN 7 sum of one thousand five hundred dollars (Slo500). The 

8 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 8 replacement of an artificial member so furnished shall be 

9 9 required every five (5) years, if necessary. 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF "ONTANA: 10 3. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a flreaan 

11 Section 1. Section 11-202Zo R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 11 covered under this act whose death occurs in line of duty. 

12 read as follows: 12 an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

1) •11-Z022. DisabilitY• deatho insurance and pension 13 expenses, or the su• of one thousand five hundred dollars 

14 benefits. 1. Every member of a fire company organized in an 14 (S1,500)o whichever is less. shall be allowed. 

15 unincorporated areao town or village under the laws of this 15 4. To encourage and aid volunteer fire departments to 

16 statet shall be entitled to receive compensation for 16 maintain group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

l7 disability incurred while in the perfor.ance of his duties l7 injury incurred by members while in the perforaance of 

18 as such firemano when such disability necessitates the 18 duties as volunteer firemeno the sum of seventy-five dollars 

19 services of a physician or surgeon, while confined or 19 ($75) per year for each zobile unit of fire-fighting 

20 nonconfinedo in the amount of his necessary and reasonable 20 equipment, not exceeding two (2) such units in number for 

21 medical expenses resulting directly fro• such aisaoility, 21 any such department• shall be paid to each volunteer fire 

22 and incurred within a period of not •ore than thirty-six 22 department maintaining such insurance. or to the 

23 (36) months from the date of the injury which caused such 23 organization or agency maintaining such insurance for any 

24 disability. not to exceed a total of twenty-five thousand 24 such volunte~r fire department. 

25 dollars (S25o000)• 25 5. In the case of every volunteer fireman who shall 

T H I R D R E A D I N G -2- o/3;?~ 
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requirements set forth in 

section 11-2023, and then if the 

claim provided for under subparagraph two (2) of section 

11-2024 shall be completed and filed, the claimant shall be 

entitled thereafter to participate in the volunteer 

firemen's pension plan as provided in this act, ana to 

receive payments thereunder co•puted each year in the 

following Manner. Whenever at the close of business on the 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be a balance in the 

volunteer fireMan's coMpensation earmarked revenue account 

in the earmarked revenue fund in excess of one Million 

dollars (S1,000,000) then the industrial accident board 

shall set aside and pay over to the public employees• 

retirement systeMo the s•aller of such amount in excess of 

one Million dollars (S1,000,000)t or an amount equal to 

ninety-five percent (95'1 of the increase of said account 

balance over the account balance at the end of the preceding 

fiscal year, for the payment by said public employees• 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants during 

the immediately succeeding fiscal year. Tha amount to b2 

paid to each qualifying claimant shall be de~ermined by 

dividing said amount set aside by the 

qualifying to participate in such 

nuMber of clai~ancs 

pension plan at the 

beginning of such succeeding fiscal year. If such amount set 

aside shall be sufficient to pay each such qualified 
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claimant at least twenty dollars (SZO) per •onth throughout 

such succeeding fiscal year, then such pension shall be paid 

Monthly• on or before the last day of each month of such 

succeeding fiscal year; but If said amount set aside shall 

not be sufficient to pay each qualified clai•ant at least 

twenty dollars (S£0) per month, then each qualified 

claimant•s full pension for that year shall be paij to him 

In one lump payment on or before the fifteenth day of 

December of such year; provided, however, that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qualified 

claimant shall not exceed the sum of ++f'ty--.itoHe~--t*~ 

~ per month• and the aaount to be set aside hereunder 

from the volunteer f i re•an• s compensation earmarked revenue 

account in the earmarked revenue fund at the beginning of 

any fiscal year for the funding of such pensions shall not 

in any event exceed the amount necessary to pay such maximum 

of f'-i-+~y--dtoHers--t*S&t ~ per month to each claieant 

qualified as of the beginning of such fiscal year. For the 

purpose of computation and payment of benefits under this 

act. if children of any volunteer fireman shall become 

eligible for benefits hereunder. then all children of such 

volunteer fireman shall be treated collectively as one (1) 

cl~imdnt. The fiscal year for the purpose of this act shall 

~egin on the first day of July of each year and end on the 

last day of June of each year.• 

-4-
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SENATE Bill NO. 163 

INTRODUCEO dY RudE~TS, SluRYo GALT 

~ SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITL~O: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM 

AAOUNl WHICH MAY BE PAID TO A QUALIFIED CLAIMANT UNDER THE 

V~LUNTEER FIREMEN'S PENSION PLAN FROM S50 TO SlOO PER MONTH; 

AHENOlN~ S~CTIUN 11-2022, R.C.Ho 1947; ANO PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT E~ACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA< 

Section lo Section 11-2022, RoCoHo 1947o is a~nded to 

read as follows: 

•11-2022. Disability, death, insurance and pension 

benefits. 1. Every ~ember of a fire co•pany orqanized in an 

unincorporated area, town or villa9e under the laws of this 

state, shall be entitled to receive compensation for 

disability incurred while in the performance of his duties 

as such fireman, when such disability necessitates the 

services of a physician or surgeon, while confined or 

noncootinedo in the amount of his necessary and r~asonable 

medical expenses resultinn directly from such disability, 

and incurred within a perioa of not more than thirty-six 

(361 months from the date of th~ injury whicn CdUSed such 

disabil ityr ~ot to exceed a total of twenty-five thousand 

dollars (S25,000Io 

R E F E R t N C E B I L L 
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Lo Where an injury incurred in line of such duty 

~esults in the loss by amput3tion of an arm, hand. leg or 

foot, o~ the enucleation of an eye, or the loss of any of 

the natural teeth, the board shall order them an artificial 

member or members be furnished to supply the loss thereof. 

The expense of furnishing such meMbers shall not exceed the 

sum ot one thousand five hundred dollars l$1,5001· The 

replace.ent of an artificial .e•ber so furnished shall be 

required every five 151 years, if necessary. 

~. To aid in defraying funeral expenses of a fireman 

covered under this act whose death occurs in line of dutyo 

an amount not to exceed the actual necessary and reasonable 

expenses, or the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars 

(~1,50•J)• whichever is lesso shall be allowed. 

4. To encourage and aid volunteer fire departments to 

maint3in group insurance for benefits on account of death or 

injury incurred by members while in the performance of 

outies as volunteer firemen, the sum of seventy-five dollars 

(il,) per year for each mobile unit of fire-fightinc 

equip~ent, not exceeding two (L) such units in number for 

any sucn department, shall be paid to each volunteer tire 

oepartUJent maintainina such insurance., or to the 

urqanization or aQency naintaintnq such insurance for any 

such volunteer fire aepartmant. 

~. In the case of every volunteer fireman who shall 

-2- SB 183 
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meet the qualification requirements set fortt> in 

subparcqraph two (~) ot section 11-2023, and then if thP 

claim provided for under subnaraqraph two (2) ')f section 

1l-20l4 shal I be comoleted anr filed, the cl~imant shall be 

entitled tnereafter to participate in th~ VC'lunteer 

firem~n•s pension plan as prcvided in this act. and to 

receive payments thereunder computed each year in the 

followinq manner. Whenever at the close of business on the 

last day of any fiscal year there shall be a balance in the 

volunteer fire•an•s compensation earmarked revenue account 

in the ear~arked revenue fund in excess of one million 

dollars (51,000,000) then the industrial accident board 

shall set aside and pay over to the public emoloyees• 

retirement system, the s.aller of such amount in excess of 

one million dollars (S1,000,000), or an amount equal to 

ninetv-five percent (95%) of the increase of said account 

balance over the account balance at the end of the oreceding 

fiscal year, for the payment by said public emoloyees• 

retirement system of pensions to qualified claimants durinr, 

the i n.nediately succeedinq fiscal year. The amount to be 

paia to each qual ifyinq claimant shall be determined bv 

dividin~ said amount set aside by the number of claimants 

qualifyinq to oarticipate in such pension rlan ~t th~ 

baui~nina ot such succP~0inq tiscal )~ar. [f such a~ount set 

aside shall be sufficient to pay each such oual ifi~d 
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claim~nt at least twenty dollars (i201 per month throuohout 

SUCil succ~edino fiscal year, then such pension shall be ~aid 

monthly, on or before the last day of each month of such 

succef:ding fiscal year; but if said amount set aside shall 

not b2 sufficient to pay each qualified cl~imant at least 

t .. enty aollars (S20) per montht th~n each aualified 

claimant's full pension for that year shall be paio to him 

in one I uqo payment on or before the f i fteer.th day of 

Oecem~er of such year; orovided9 however7 that in any event 

the total pension payable hereunder to any qual itied 

claimant snall not exceed the sum of ~+~~y--do++er~--t5~~ 

~ per month, and the amount to be set aside hereunder 

from the volunteer firemdn•s compensation ear~~rked revenue 

account in the earmarked revenue fund at the beqinoing of 

any fiscal year for the funding of such pensions shall not 

in dny event exceed the amount necessary to pav such maximum 

ot ~~t~y--de++ftr~--~5~at ~ per month to each claimant 

oualitied as of the beqinnin<l of such fisc<~l vear. For th<' 

purpos~ of computation and payment of benefits undPr this 

~ct, it chi lCr~n of ~~y voJunt~er tire~~n sh~ll become 

eliui~le for benefits hereunder, then all children of such 

volu~tRar firewan shall bR treated collectively as one (1) 

clafm•nt. Th~ t~scal year for the purpose of this act shall 

begin on the first day of Julv ot each year and end on the 

last day of June of each year." 
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~~:ction 2. ~ftective aate. fhjs act is eff2ctive on 

~ it5 pdssaqe and approval. 

-End-
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