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under the laws of the state of Montana. 

2 tJ~ED 
3 

2 tet~ •owner• ~h~+-*"e+u~e jncludes every person as 

3 defined herein, ~ther than a lien holder or other p2rson 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED< "AN ACT FOR THE GENERAL 4 having a security interest only, holding reeord--t*t+e ~ 

5 REVISION OF LAWS RELATING TO SNOW"OBILES; A"ENOJNG TillE 53o 5 certjfjcate of pwnershjp to a snowmobile, and entitled to 

b CHAPTER 10• RoC•"• 1947; ANO AOOJNG AUTHORIZATION FOR b the use or possession thereof. 

7 NONRESIDENT TEMPORARY-USE PERMITS; AND REPEALING SECTION 7 trltLil •opera~or• ~+~-*ne+~e ~~ every person 

8 53-1024o RoCoMo 1947o• 8 who operates or is in actual physical control of the 

9 9 operation of a snowmobile. 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 10 tetl21 "Roadway• ~he++--+ne+~e jnclydes only those 

11 Section 1. Section 53-1012, R.C.M. l947r is amended to 11 portions of any highway, road~ or street i•provedo designed, 

12 read as follows: 12 or ordinarily used for travel or parking of motor vehicles. 

13 "53-lOlZo Definition of terms. As used in this eet 13 t~t~ •commission• means the fish and game commission 

l4 chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings 14 of the state of Montana. 

15 indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 15 tgtLLl "dbA" means sound pressure level measured on 

1b requires that another meaning be~ intended: lb the •A• weight scale in decibels. 

17 tetLLl •Person• includes an individual, partnership, 17 t~t~ •New snowmobile• means any snowmobile that has 

18 association, corporation, and any other body or group of l!l not been previously sold to an •owner• as defined in 

19 persons, whether incorporated or notr and regardless of the 19 subsection tet~·" 

20 de~ree of formal organization. 20 Section 2. Section 53-1013, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

21 fbt·.Lll "Snowmobile" includes any self-propelled 21 read as follows: 

22 vehicle 2f_an overall wjdtb of 48 jnches or less excludjn~ 22 •53-1013. Certificate of ownership. (1) No snowmobile 

23 accessories designed primarily for travel on snow or ice ~ 23 ~he~~~ be operated upon any public or private lands, 

24 fteture+-~erre*ft• which may be steered by wftee+~T skisy or 24 trails. ease~ents, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or 

25 runnersy and which is not otherwise registered or licensed 25 shoulders of roadways, streets or highways, unless rt <1 
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certjfjcate of pwnershjp has first been r~~~st~r~d-w~th 

obtained from the registrar of •otor vehicles in accordance 

with the laws of this state. 

(2) Before such P~~~n kertjfjcate may be 

eeeeap~~sWe~ obtajnad, the owner of a snowmobjle shall make 

application for a certificate of ownership with the county 

treasurer of the county in which the owner resides, upon 

forms to be furnished for this purpose. end-te-prew+de-+or 

sub~ent~a++y whjch sball require the following inforaation: 

Name ~ of owner, residence by town and county, business 

or ho.e aail address, naae and address of lien holder, 

a~unt due under contract or lien, name and address of 

manufacturer, •odel nuaber or naae, serial number, and name 

and address of dealer or other person fro• whom acquired. 

The application shall be signed by at least one ownery or by 

a properly authorized officer or representative of the 

owner. 

(3) If a ~jf[cate of ownership for a snowmobile has 

previously been ~g+st~~Y ~ under the provisions of 

this eet chaoter, the application for r~+str&tT8n ~ 

certificate must be accompanied by the immediately previous 

P~Pet+en--Pee~+pty certifjcate or by an affidavit upon a 

prescribed formy stating under oath that the vehicle had not 

been operat~d during the immediately previous year-t~ 

prew~d~dT---howe.~py---that--th+s--peragreph--she+l--no~--~ 
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epp++eeb+~ Tbjs subsection dogs not apply to snowmooiles 

that are purchased as new and unused machines or that were 

operated when the provisions of this eat chapter were not in 

force and effect. 

(4) Upon completion of the application of 

r~~~T in quintuplicatey on forms furnished by tha 

registrar of motor vehicles, the county treasurer shall 

Issue to the applicant two copies of the application~ ~epk~ 

•ow~er1s-eert+P~e~~-&f-r~~~~~pe~~e~T• one of which shall be 

sarked "file copyy•~ and forward one copy and the orjgjoa1 

application to the registrar of •otor vehicles• who shall 

cause to be entered the infor~atioo contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of his office, 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownershipT 

which shall contain the .infon•at ion found on the 

P .. g~rltH-T appl j cation. s~d-the ~ owner shally at all 

timesT retain possession of the certificate of ownershiP• 

except when the same is being trans•itted to and from the 

registrar of •otor vehicles for endorsement or cancellation. 

(5) Upon application for en-~~p&s ~ certificate of 

re~+~trst?on ownershiP• a fee of twe-de++ors-t•rt £2 shall 

be paid to the county treasurer. one-half t±f~t of which fee 

shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the registrar 

of motor vehicles. 

(6) Before a reg+stret~on .~ax-paid decal •ay be 
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applied for pursuant to the laws of this state, the owner 

must present the Mlftet'.s.~ certifrcate of o""ership• or copy 

of completed application therefor• as a prerequisite to 

completing the application for the t'e~~t'~+eft tax=pa!d 

decal.• 

Section 3. Section 53-10.1'>• R.C.H. 1947• is a .... ndell to 

read as follows: 

•53-1014. Transfer of ~+~e-et" •nterest. (lt Upon a 

transfer of any ~+~+~et"-ttli!et'f!!l~:-eT-en--et--Ot'-OWroet'--in-

certjfjcate of ·ownership to a sno,..obiley registered under 

the provisions of this ee~ a!l ·-..hl!!l"''!i'ftb~l!'~--t'f!i!ttit"e<l 

chapter, the person or persons whose title or interest is to 

be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and ink 

upon the certifi-cate of ownership issued for such vehicle, 

in the appropriate space-provided upon the reverse side of 

such certificate• and such signature shall be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

(2t Within ~eft-~lot days thereafter, the transferee 

shall forward b~h the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

eftd-~..--~-¥e,.""--oi'--t"egis~i0..• together with the 

information required under this ae~ chapter, to the 

registrar, who shall file the same upon receipt thereof and 

no certificate of ownership !Oftd-eer~+f+ee~e-of-.. egi~~ .. ~-i-Cft 

shall be Issued by the registrar of uotor vehicles until the 

outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 
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their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. The 

registrar of motor vehicles shall collect a fee of ~ 

rlo++et"~--tt~t 11 for each application for transfer of 

ownership. 

(3) Tne provisions of subdivi~+en ~~ (21 of 

this section.- requiring a transferee to forward the 

certificate of ownership after endorsement ond---the 

ee~+f+eete--e+--t"~+s~at+en to the registrar, shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobila to a duly 

licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell such vehicle 

and who o~erates the same only for de•onstration purposas, 

but every such dealer shall upon transferring such intel"est 

deliver such certificate of ownership entt-eert+fieete-e~ 

r.,<t+~~ .. ~-koft with an application for .. eg+stre1:1-<>n 1L-D.el!l 

~tifjcate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this ect ~L• and the registrar upon 

receipt of ~e+d ~ certificate of ownershi~y-eet"t+++ewt~-ef 

.. eg+~tt"et+on and >pplication for ret~+~tt"et+en ---~IIi 

~~~~. together with the conditional sales contract or 

other lien, if any, shall issue a new certificat2 of 

own-?.r-;hip e:..,d--eer-t+f+ee-t:11!-o.f-..-et;;-i-~~f5e-t-+~" to::~eth-er with a 

statement of any conJitiona1 sal2s contract, mort~ag-~, or 

oth~r 1 i en.•4 

Section 4. Section 53-1015, R.C.M. L947, is amend~d to 

read as follows: 
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•53-1015. Lost or ~utilated certificates. In the event 

any certificate of reg+str8t+on-~ ownership 5hef+--be ~ 

1 ost, •uti 1 ated.1. or tuo~o- ~]i i llegi bl e, the .persons to 

who• the sa•e she++-hove-been ~ issued shall immediately 

make application fo~ and •ay obtain a duplicate thereof, 

u~on payment of a fee of one-do++~-tS1t•• 

Section 5. Section 53-1016, R.C.M. 1947• is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1016. Exemptions. {l) The provisions of this aet 

chapter, with respect to reg+stret+on-eftd. certification of 

t+t+e ownership• she~+~ not apply to snowmobiles owned or 

used by the United States o~ another state or any agency or 

political subdivision thereof, er any snowaobile registered 

in a country other tnan the United States and to be 

temporarily used within this state for a period of not more 

than th~ty-t30t days, or ~ any snowmobrle registered in 

another state of the United Statesy but to be temporarily 

used within this state for not more than tft+rt~-t3Dt days. 

Snowmobiles owned by the state of Montanay or any agency or 

political subdivision thereof~-shef+-be aLe exempt only from 

the payment of fees~but ana shall otherwise comply with all 

the require•ents of this 8Ct chapte~. 

121 No pol I tical stobd+..,....s+ons ~ll.i.an of this 

state she++---h8ve--ettther+ty--te ~ .prescribe further 

licensing or registration of snowmobiles and no political 
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subdivision she++ max levy fees or charges for use or 

ope~ation of snowmobiles within the subdlvision. 

!3\ The proyjsjons of_thi]i_ ·chapter~th respect -LQ 

~yjstratjon ~ertifjcatjoo of ownership do not apply~ 

unregistered snowmobiles awned by nonresjdents of the st~ 

of Montana displaving yisual oroof that a •nonresjdeot 

temporary-use verwit• has been pu[ch.Js~· 

Section 6. There is a ne~ R.C.H. section num~ered 

53-1016.1 that reads as follows: 

53-1016.1· Nonresident temporary-use per~its. (1) The 

r-equire•ents pertaining to the •nonresident 

temporary-snow•obile-use permit• are as follows: 

(a} Application for the issuance of the permit shall 

be ~ade at locations and upon forms prescribed by the 

depart•ent. The forms shall include but are not limited to: 

lil applicant•s name and per~anent address; 

(ii) make, model, year, and serial number of the 

snowmobile; and 

{iii) affidavit 

applicant. 

declaring the nonresidency of the 

{b) Upon sub~ission of the ap~lication and a fee of 

$6, a nonresident temporary-snowmobile-use sticker shall be 

issued. The sticker shall 

manner on the snowmobile. 

be displayed in a conspicious 

12) The temporary permit is valid for a consecutive 
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15-day period as designated by the permit. 

(3) The permit is not proof of ownership and no 

certificate of ownershi~ may be issued. 

(4) All money collected by payaent of fees under this 

section shall be turned over to the state treasurer and 

placed in the earmarked revenue fund to the credit of the 

department of fish and game with one-half to be used in 

administering 

develop•ent, 

facilities. 

this section 

maintenance, 

and one-half to be used in the 

and operation of s nowiJIOb i 1 e 

(5) The failure to display the permit as required by 

this section or the -making of false state•ents in obtaini"ng 

the permit Is a mlsde~anoro punishable by a fine of not 

less than S25 or more than S100. 

Section 1. Section 53-1017, R.C.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1017. Report of stolen and recovered snowmobiles. 

f~--~~~+--b~-~h~-duty-e+-th~ ~ sheriff of every county of 

the state and e+ the chief of police or commissioner of 

police of every city ~e ~make ~n immediate report to 

the registrar of motor vehicles of all snowmobiles reported 

to him as stolen or recovered, upon forms provided for by 

the r~gistrar of motor vehicles. failure on the part of any 

officer ~he+~--be-de~.ed-te-be ~misfeasance in office and 

~he++--eo"~+t~e constitutes grounds for removal. Upon 
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receipt of such information, the registrar of motor vehicles 

shall file the saAe in an index to be known as the •stolen 

and recovered snowmobile indexw•s ft-~e+~e~~e-be-~e--d~~ 

of-the ~ registrar of motor vehicles ~e ~ file reports 

of stolen and recovered snowmobiles reported to him from 

other states. The registrar of •otor vehicles shall prepare 

once a month a list of all snowmobiles stolen or recovered 

during the previous month and forward a copy of the same to 

every sheriffy and all police departments in cities of the 

first, second~ and third class. Such list shall also be 

forwarded to the secretary of statey or other proper 

officialy in each state of the United States. Before. a 

certificate of t+t+ey---es--ne~eto+ere~-p~~~~dy--~he~ 

~KD~~ be issued under this ae~ cbaotero the ~otor 

and serial nul8ber on the aot&r-yeh+e+e-~e-ce-~~~+~~~ed 

~oowmobile fo~h such CeLti!J¢ate js ta_be issued shall 

be checked against the •stolen and recovered snowmobile 

index.•• 

Se~tion a. Section 53-1018, R.(.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-10tB. Operation on public roads and streets. (1) 

He----~e~56ft----~a+~----e~e~a~e---a---~"ewaab++e---upen---e 

ee"~~e+~ed-aee~~--h+ghwey--e~---+ee+~+~y---et---e"y---t+..e• 

Snowmobile operation may be permitted on the roadway or 

shoulder of any o~he~ public road or highway, state highway, 
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county road, or city street located within the boundaries of 

any municipality, only in the event that se?d the street. 

road, or highway is drifted or covered by snow to such an 

extent that travel thereon by other •otor vehicles is 

impractical or i•possible•--or--wheni the operator ?s-?n 

~~ses~oft-o~-e-wr~t~en-per-+~ has recejygd permjssjon or js 

otherwl$e authorlzed for such t~ave1r--issaed by the 

•unicipal ity in the case of town or city streets, the board 

of county cosmissioners for county roads, or the state 

highway patrol for all other highwaySTL ·or upon-these 

s~~ee~s-&+-e-eu"*e+pe++~y--whe~e such operation has been 

specifically so authorized on pynjcjpal streets by a eu+y 

e"ee~d •unicipal ordinance. 

12) ·A snowmobile may make a direct crossing of a 

street or highwayy-whe~e ~~such crossing is necessary 

to get to another authorized area of operation. Such 

crossing shall be made at an angle of approximately n+ne~y 

2Q degrees f99t to the direction of the highwayy at a place 

where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing. The 

snowmobile shall aake a complete stop before entering upon 

any part of the highway or road, and the operator shall 

yield the ~ght-c~-wey right of-way to all oncoming traffic. 

(3) No snowmobile she++ .ax be operated upon a public 

street or highway when permitted to ao so by this eet 

chapter, unless equipped with at least one head lamp and one 
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tail lampo which shall be lighted at all times during such 

operation, and unless equipped with a suitable braking 

devic~ which may be operated by either hand or foot. 

(4r The operator of a snowmobile who operates his 

vehicle upon a public roadway, street~ or hi~hway when 

allowed to do so under the provisions of this eet ch~pter 

shall have in his possession a license to dr;ve a motor 

vehicle as required by the laws of the state of Montana. An 

operator who crosses a streeto road, or highway, or who 

operates a snowmobile in any other areas of the state where 

operation is lawfully permittedy-she~ ~not be required to 

apply for or possess a driver•s license under the laws of 

the state of Montana.• 

Section 9. Section 53-1019 9 R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1019. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

It she++--be .is unlawful for any person to drive or operate 

any snowmobile upon a public street or highway in any one or 

more of the following manners: 

(11 At ~ a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for motor vchicles•i 

121 Wft++e ~ under the influence of intoxicating 

1 i quor or narcotics or hab·i t-for• i ng drugswi 

(31 +" ln a careless or reckless manner so as to 

endanger the person or pro~erty of anotherT or to cause 

-12-
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injury or damage to eithery~ 

( 4) W+tftettt--,.--'1--i-ghted-hee<l-and-teH++gl'lt-betweeft-the 

hea~~-e~-dtt~k-end-dewnw 

t5t--9pe~et-i-ftg operating a snowmobile,.. or permitting 

such operation,.. by any person who by reason of a')e or 

physical or mental disability is incapable of operating the 

snowmobile as required for safety under the prevailing 

circu111stances.• 

Section 10. Section 53-1020, R.c.H. 1947t 

to read as follows: 

is a11ended 

"53-1020. Other unlawful operation. Lll No person 

while operating a snowmobile,..-~h&'l-'1- max use the same: 

~tLI.l ~ !.IlL the purpose of drivrng• rallyin~ ·or 

har-assing any of the game animals, gawe birds, or 

fur-bearing animals of the state,.. or any livestock,.. 

p~.,.+~<ly--heweTery--t~~-enL-LAn owner of 1 ivestock is not 

prohibited from managing or driving his own livestock by the 

use of snowmobiles and ~ay direct other persons to so manage 

or drive his 1ivestockt--p~evtded--ta~tner--thet ang the 

departMent of fish and game, including its duly authorized 

employees. is not prohibited from managing or driving game 

animals, game birds~ or fur-bearing animals by the use of 

snowmobileslw~ 

trt~ fe 1Q discharge a fir~arm from or upon a 

snowmobil~~ 

-13-

' 

2 

3 

4 

5 

& 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0525/01 

Ccl upon a rai!LQaa rjght-0f~~j)(q4d tra~ 

but jt js oqt unlawful for qffjcers -OL- e•ployees of any 

Lailrqad ~rating oyer sU&h tracks to operate snqwmobi~ 

thereoni 

141 ~rtnout a)ightea·headligbt and taillight between 

the ·hours of dysk and dawn; 

t3tiZ1 ~egafet-i-en--c~--~new-..b+~e-ftft+~~ (a) Except as 

provided in this section, every sno~~obile shall be equipped 

at all times with noise-suppression devices. including an 

exhaust muffler~ in good working order and in constant 

operation. No snowmobile ~hftff aay be modified by any person 

in any manner that ~heff ~aMplify or otherwise increase 

total noise emissions to a level greater than that eaitted 

by the snownobile as originally constructed. regardless of 

date of manufacture. 

(b) No new snowaobile ~nufactured prior to June 30, 

1975• except snowmobiles designated for competition purposes 

only, may be sold or offered for sale unless that machine 

has be~n certified by the manufacturer as neing able to 

conform to a sound level limitation of not more than 

e+~hty-twe--tB2t dbA measured at ~-i-~ty--t50t feet. Every 

person who owns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after 

June 30, 1972. but prior to June 30, 1975, shall maintain 

his machine in such a manner that it will not exceed a sound 

level 1 imit3tion of e-i-ghty-~we-tB2t dbA measured at ~-i-~ty 
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f5ot ~eeto 

{c) No new snowmobile •anufactured after June 30, 

1975, but prior to June 30, 1978, except snowmobiles 

designated for competition purposes only, •ay be sold or 

offered for sale unless that machine has been certified by 

the manufacturer as being able to conform to a sound level 

ll•ltation of not more than se.en~y-e+gHt-t7Bt dbA measured 

at ~+~~y--f50t feet. Every person who owns or operates a 

snowmobile manufactured after June 30, 1975, but prior to 

June 30o 1978, shall maintain his machine in such a manner 

that it will not exceed a sound level 1 imitation of 

seven~y-e~~-f78t dbA measured at ~+~ty-t50t feet. 

(d) No new snowmobile aanufactured after June 30o 

1978, except snowmobiles designated for competition purposes 

only, may be sold or offered for sale unless that machine 

has been certified by the manufacturer as being able to 

conform to a sound 1 evel limitation of not more than 

seven~y-~~e--f73t dbA measured at ~+~~y-f50t feet. Every 

person who owns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after 

June 30, 1978, shall maintain his machine in such a manner 

that it will not exceed a sound level limitation of 

seveft~y-~ftree-f73t dbA measured at ~+~~y-f50t feet. 

{e) The fish and game commission she+~--heve--tfte 

ebtheP?~y--te mRX adopt and revise sound level limitations 

for all snowmobiles manufactured after June 30o 1978. 
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However, a sound level limitation adopted or revised by the 

commission~~ ad¥ not be higher than ., decibel standard 

of seYen~y-three--f73t obA measured at ++~y-t50t feet. The 

adoption or revision of sound level limitation oy the 

commission shall be effective beginning June 30 of the 

succeeding calendar year and any sound level 1 imitation 

formally adopted or revised shall remain in effect for a 

mini•u• period of ~w<>-f2t years. Every person who owns or 

operates a snowmobile manufactured after ~une 30, 1978, 

shall maintain his machine in compliance with the sound 

1 evel limitation whach is applicable to new snow•obiles 

manufactured during the period that a sound level limitation 

adopted by the commission is in effect. 

(f) A manufacturer who certifies that a new snowmobile 

can comply with the noise limitation requirements of this 

ae~ r.tlalilitl. shall affix a permanent notice of that 

certification to every snowmobile offered for sale in the 

state of Montana. 

(g) In certifying that a new snowmobile can comply 

with the noise limitation requirements of this eet ~haptero 

a manufacturer shall make such a certification based upon 

measurements made in accordance with SAE reco111111ended 

practice Jl92• as a~ended. The fish and game commission. in 

enforcing the provisions of this act, shall make 

measurements of snowmobile noise in accnrdance with 
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applicable practices outlined in the •procedure for sound 

level ~easurements of snowmobiles• used by the international 

snowmobile industry association (January, 1969)r as amended, 

or with such other standards for measurement of sound level 

as th~ co•mission may aaopt. 

(h) This section does not apply to organized races or 

similar competitive events held on 

(i) private lands, with the permission of the owner, 

lessee. or custodian of the landy~ or 

(i i) public lands, with the consent of the public 

agency having the authority to grant such consent, provided 

that total sound produced by such an event sft8++ ~ not 

exceed +~+ty--t50t dbA at any point ~+ty-t50t fe~t or more 

outside the area under the control of the sponsorin9 entity. 

t~t--~n-e-re+~~d-~fght-e~-wey--or--~e~-~--t~ee«y 

p~o•+~dT--ho•~¥ery-ft-she~-not-be-ttn+e•~tt+-~o~-o~++eere-or 

~mp+oy~~e-o+-eny-~ef~~oed--o~~et+n9--o•~~--e~d--t~ee«e--to 

o~~re~~-~ftowm&e?•~~-t"~r~on•• 

Section 11. Sectiun 53-1022r R.C.M. 1947, is am~nded 

to read as follows: 

"53-1022· Enforce~aent. The followinG 

~nforce the ~rovisions of this aet ~~= 

persons may 

(l) ~he ~ enforce~ent officers employed by the state 

department of fish and game, with respect to violations 

relating to wildlife or nirds, discharging firearms, or 
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sound 1 evel limitations. However, with respect to the sale 

of any new snowmobile which is subject to the provisions of 

this eet &h~• the atto~ney general of the state of 

Montana shall, upon the request of the co~amission, sue for 

the recovery of the penalties provided in s~tf&n 53-1023~ 

and bring an action for a restraining order• or te.porary or 

p"rmanent injunction~ against a P"rson who sells or offers 

to sell a new snowmobile that does not satisfy the sound 

level limitations imposed by this set cbag~er. 

(Z) ~~sheriffs of the respective countiesy and 

the police officers of cities and towns. within their 

respective jurisdictions, and the state highway patrol, with 

respect to any violation of this ~t chapter upon the public 

streets or highways• or any public right-of-way.• 

Section 12. Section 53-1023, R.L.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1023. Penalties. (1) A person who violates any 

provision of this eet ~~ or a rule eftd--r~9ttTet+on 

adopted pursuant thereto shall pay a civil penalty of not 

less than +++t~en--eo+~e~e--tS15t--~~ QL more than ~+~ 

httndred-de++a~e-tS500t for each separate violation. 

(2) A person who willfully violates any provision of 

this eet ~.t&r or a rule or--~eqtth•t+<>r> adopted pursu,.nt 

thereto shall ;>ay a c iv i 1 penalty of not 1 ess than ~++ty 

de~~e~s-f$50t-"e~ QL more than O"~-thettseftd-do++e~e-t$1,000t 
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for each sepa~ate violation. 

(3} A manufacturer who certifies that a new snowmobile 

can meet the sound level limitations imposed by this eet 

k~ shall be subJect to the penalty provisions of 

subsections (1} and (2) if any machine so certified does not 

meet the appropriate sound level li~itation. 

(4} F~r the purposes of this section, every sale of a 

new snOWRIOb j 1 e that does not meet the sound level 

limitations imposed by this aet--~he++--eo"~t+tute khau~ 

constjt~es a separate violation." 

Section 13. Section 53-1025, R.C.Mo 1947o is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1025. Display of tax-paid decals on snowmoJiles 

required application and issuance. te7LL1 No snowmobile 

~hn++ ~be operated by any person in the state of Montana 

unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place thereon a 

decal as visual proof that Montana personal property taxes 

have been paid thereon for the current year. Application for 

the issuance of such tax-paid decal shall be made to the 

county treasurer upon forms to be furnished for this 

purpose, which may be obtained from the r:gistrar of motor 

vehicles or at the county assessor•s office in the county 

whe~ein the owner residesy and +~-~o ~hich shall provide for 

substantially the following information: name of owner, 

address., r-e-~+-st-..-.1!!1~-i-ort .&!tl:.1.i_.f.l.&~ owners:liJl number-, name 
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of manufacturer, model number, make, horsepower, year of 

manufacture, statement evidencing assessment 7 payment of 

property tax. and such other inforEation as the registrar of 

motor vehicles may require. 5n+e ~application shall be 

signed by the county treasurer and transmitted by him to the 

registrar of motor vehicles accompanied by c f~e of two 

eot+nr~-tS2to All moneys collected from pay~ent of such fees 

.aru! al 1 inte~~.D.I~W!J__I,I:uL.Qf these m~ shall be 

turned over to the state treasurer and placed by him in the 

earmarked revenue fund to the credit of the state fish and 

game co~amission• ..-ith ...,e-dnt+--tS1t designated for use in 

enforcing the purposes of this eet .!:llii~ and ""e-.t..++ar 

tSlt designated for use in ~p+ft9 ~~opm~nt. 

majrttenance. and operation of snowmobile facilities. Upon 

recei~t of the application in approved form the r~gistrar of 

motor vehicles or county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant a decal in the style and design prescribed by the 

registrar of motor vehicles and of a different color than 

the preceding year. numoered "~~~~+ee++y consecutiyely. 

tbtL£l Before filing the application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall sub~it the same to the county 

assessor of the county and the county assessor shall enter 

on the application in a place provided for that purpose, the 

full and true and assessed valuation of tne sno· ... mobi l2 for 

the year for which the application is made. 

-20-
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tet~ The applicant shall pay the county treasurer 

the application fee and shall also pay the personal property 

taxes ~ssessed against the snowmobile for the current year 

before the application +o?--r~9~tret~on-~--rere9~tr~t~on 

may b~ accepted by the county treasurer.A 

Sectio~ 14. Section 53-1025.1, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1025.1. Duplicate r~g~~tret~eft--r~ee~pt-~r decal. 

In the event any reg~~tret~n--reee+pt--~ tax-paid decal 

~he+~--be ~ lost, mutilated~ or beeo.e becpmes illegible• 

the persons to whom the same ~t--hewe--been ~ issued 

shall imoaediately make application for a"d may obta<n a 

duplicate thereof, upon payment of a fee of Ofte~r.--tS1t 

to the county t~easurer.• 

Section 15. Section 53-1027• R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1027. Failure to display decal a misdemeanor 

penalty. ~The failure to oisplay a current tax-paid decal 

durinJ the time provided in this eet--~he++-een~t~tute 

~hapter is a misdemeanor, ~unishable by a fine of not less 

than ten--ae++a~--t~+at-~r ~ more thaa ~~~ty-&e~~er~ 

ts~et UQQ• 

C2l All fines and forf~:ilur.!ti_ldlllKlilLJl•Jder Ti.tla 

~chapter IO relatjnQ to~npwmObjle~hall_a~~~~Q 

:lo the state treasu~o shall deoosl t such fines and 
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forfeitures ln__tb~~LmaLKed reyenue fynd to the cr~_Qf 

!.l:li: QepartmenL~ fish a~~to be used -lllll~ 

snowmobile sa~ty and educa~" 

Section 16. S8ction 53-1028• R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1026. Officers authorized to enforce ee~ ~eL· 

The fish and game commission, enforcement personnel, the 

sheriffs and their deputies of the various counties of the 

state, the Montana highway patrol, and the police of each 

municipality shall enforce the provisions of this eet 

~~-· 

Section 17. Section 53-1029, R.C.M. l947w is a.anded 

to read as follows: 

"53-1029. Issuance of dealer ~egist~ation certificate. 

(l} A dealer registration certificate shall be issued in 

accordance with this eet ~~· 

(2) Uryon receipt of dealer application and payment of 

fees which will be f+we-do+~er~-t55t• the dealzr shall be 

issued two t~t dealer snowmobile i1entification cards which 

•~+~ ~be carried by dealer or dealer•s customer when 

operating or demonstrating dedler•s snowmobiles. 

(3} No bond w~~+-be ~ required of the deal2r. 

(4) Additional d~aler snowmobile identification cards 

may b~ purchased by the dealer for a f~e of two--~o++or~ 

tS2t. 

-22-
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___ , ___________________________________ _ 
ST.'l.TE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

144-77 
REQUEST NO. ---------·-·--

(amended) ..,..1 
Form IW-15 

In compliance with a written request received ~----__f~!>rUaJy _ _B _____ • 19 .ZI ___ . there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

f01 Arll~~~E:c! -~n_(I~~~JLJll ______ pursuant to Chapter 53. Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act for the general revision of the laws relating to snowmobiles and adding a provision authorizing the issuance of non
resident temporary-use permits. 

Section 2 of Senate Bill 177 increases the snowmobile registration fee from $2 to $3. One-half of this fee is retained by 
the county treasurer and the remaining one-half is forwarded by the county to the state Registrar of Motor Vehicles to 
cover administrative costs. 

Section 6 establishes a $6 nonresident snowmobile temporary-use permit. All monies collected from sale of such permits 
are to be credited to the snowmobile earmarked revenue account with one-half to be used by the Department of Fish and 
Game in administering this law and one-half to be used in the development, maintenance, and operation of snowmobile 
facilities. 

Section 17 requires that the "interest" earned from the $2 snowmobile tax-paid decal collections are to be placed in the 
snowmobile earmarked revenue account. Currently, all interest earned from such earmarked accounts are place in the state's 
General Fund. 

'\' Section 19 increases the minimum fine for failure to display a current tax-paid decal from $10 to $25. It also earmarks 
fines and forfeitures collected for snowmobile safety and education uses. 

... 

.. 

§ection 21 places all money collected from the issuance of snowmobile dealer registration certificates into the snowmobile ..,., 
earmarked revenue account of the Department of Fish and Game. One-half of the funds are designated for use in enforcing 
the purposes of this law, and one-half are designated for use in the development, maintenance, and operation of snowmobile 
facilities. Currently, the revenue is forwarded to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. 

ASSUMPTION: 

Approximately 1,000 nonresident snowmobile temporary-use permits will be sold annually. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue Impact - State: 

Section 2 - Snowmobile registration fees 

Collections under proposed law 
Collections under current law 

I ncrease in registration fee collections 

Section 6 - Nonresident temporary-use permits 

Collections under proposed law 
Collections under current law 

Increase in permit collections 

(contirued) 

FY 78 

$26,700 
17,800 

$ 8,900 

$ 6,000 
__ 0 

$ 6,000 

FY 79 

$27,900 
18,600 

$ 9,300 

$ 6,000 
__ o 

$ 6,000 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ----· 



STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

Page 2 

REQUEST NO. _ _1_4_4=7_7_ 

(amended) 

Prm11 W> 15 

In conrpliance with a written request n~ceived ...... f_epr~ary. ~. . . . , 19 77 .. ·- , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for A.m~l'!c!~d .~!l~tEl J~ill . .177... . . pursuant to Chapter 63, Laws of Montana, 1966 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Backnround information used in developing this Fiscal Note is availabh~ from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the legislature upon request. 

FISCAL IMPACT: (continued) 

Revenue Impact - State: (continued) 

Section 17 - Interest earned on $2 decal 

Revenue under proposed law 
Revenue under current law 

Increase in revenue 

Section 19- Increase minimum fine 1 

Collections under proposed law 
Collections under current law 

Increase in collections 

Section 21 -Earmarking of snowmobile dealer 
Registration fee 

Subsequent Revenue Impact 
,._., Registrar of Motor Vehicles Account 

Fish & Game Earmarked Revenue Account 

1\et revenue increase to Fish and Game under proposed law 

FY 78 

$ 800 
__ o 

$ 600 

$ 2,384 
1,907 

$ 477 

($ 1,089) 

~ 
$ 0 

,17!066 

FY 79 

$ 600 
___Q_ 

$ 600 

$ 2,500 
2,000 

$600 

($ 1,288) 
1,288 

$ 0 

~171688 
1 

Currently the revenues collected from such fines are credited to the Fish and Game Earmarked Revenue Account. The 
proposed legislation would place the money in the snowmobile earmarked revenue account to be used exclusively for 
snowmobile safety and education activities administered by the department. 

Subsequent Revenue Impact 
Fish and Game Earmarked Revenue Acct. 
Snowmobile Earmarked Revenue Account 

Expenditure Impact - State: 
Proposed law 

Snowmobile enforcement 
Snowmobile safety and education 
Snowmobile facilities 

Total expenditures under proposed law 

(continued) 

($2,384) 
2,384 

$ 0 

$34,841 
2,384 

341841 

$72,066 

($ 2,600) 
2,600 

$ 0 

$36,094 
2,600 

35,094 

$72,688 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: -~ ___ --··--------



·"' 

STA-. E OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

Page 3 

REQUEST NO. _ _..M4-=17 __ 
(amended) 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received ---~--Ee.bLUJII'L.-8. ___ , 19 11 ___ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

f11 A.lll~l}cj~q .$e..n_a!fL6.i)l_ J_7]_ .... _ pursuant to Chapter 53, Law~ of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

FISCAL IMPACT: (continued) 

Expenditure Impact - State: (continued) 

Current law 
Snowmobile Enforcement 
Snowmobile Safety and Education 
Snowmobile Facilities 

Total expenditures under current law 

Increased Expenditures under proposed law 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

FY 78 

$27,500 
0 

27,500 

$55,000 

$17,066 

FY 79 

$27,500 
0 

27,500 

$55,000 

$17,688 

,._ Section 2 - Snowmobile registration fees 

Collections under proposed law 
Collections under current law 

$26,700 
17,800 

$27,900 
18,600 

Increase in registration fee collections $ 8,900 $. 9,300 

0' 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

. .).._- L J -· 71 Date.·--------· ______ ... 



.. 
ST:.-·: OF MONTANA 

REQUEST NO. 144-77 
·-----~ -~ -·-

FISCAL 1\JOTE 

\:1 ,_,llnp!!;,nt:P w1th c~ written requP.~t n;ceived _ f~!Jru(!ry_ J6_ ... 19 77. __ . there IS hereby submitted a Fiscal rJotP 

f"' Amended Senat~ J3i_ll_ .1.7} ___ · _ pursuant to Chapter 53. Laws of Mont<ma, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

B<1ckqround information used in developing this Fiscal Note is avaiiCihlf! from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

(d 1iw Legislature upon request. 

THIS FISCAL NOTE REVISES AMENDED FISCAL NOTE OF FEBRUARY 10, 1977. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act for the general revision of the laws relating to snowmobiles and adding a provision authorizing the issuance of non
resident temporary -use permits. 

Section 2 of Senate Bill 177 increases the snowmobile certificate of ownership fee from $2 to $3. One-half of this fee is 

retained by the county treasurer and the remaining one-half is forwarded by the county to the State Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles to cover administrative costs. It is proposed that the certification fee be paid only once and not annually as is now 
the case. 
Section 3 increases the fee for transferring a snowmobile certificate between parties from $2 to $3. The revenue collected 
from this fee is deposited with the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. 

Section 6 establishes a $6 nonresident snowmobile temporary-use permit. All monies collected from sale of such permits 
are to be credited to the Snowmobile Earmarked Revenue Fund with one-half to be used by the Department of Fish and 
Game in administering this law and one-half to be used in the development, maintenance, and operation of snowmobile 
facilities. 

Section 17 requires that the "interest" earned from the $2 snowmobile tax-paid decal collections is to be placed in the 
Snowmobile Earmarked Revenue Fund. Currently, all interest earned from such ERA Funds are placed in the state's 
General Fund. 

Section 19 earmarks snowmobile fine and forfeiture revenues collected under Title 53, Chapter 10, to be used only for 
snowmobile safety and education purposes, Currently such fine revenue is placed in the Fish and Game ERA Fund and 
used for general purposes. 

Section 21 places all money collected from the issuance of snowmobile dealer registration certificates into the Snowmobile 
Earmarked Revenue Fund of the Department of Fish and Game. One-half of the funds are designated for use in enforcing 
the purposes of this law, and one-half are designated for use in the development, maintenance, and operation of snowmobile 
facilities. Currently, the revenue is forwarded to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Under Section 2. it is assumed that approximately 1,000 new snowmobile certificates will be issued each year of the 
biennium. 

2. Under Section 3, it is estimated that approximately 3,000 snowmobiles are transferred between various parties each year. 
3. Approximately 1,000 nonresident snowmobile temporary-use permits will be sold annually under Section 6. 
4. Under Section 17, it is assumed that approximately $10,000 of principal in the Snowmobile Earmarked Revenue Fund, 

invested at 6%, would earn about $600 per year. 

(continued) 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ___ ... ______ ~··· -·-· ___ . _ . 
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sr.:r:E OF MONTANA 

REQUEST NO. 144-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Fnr111 /1/J 15 

In compliance with a written reque$t received .. f~~ru_ary_16_. __ .. _ , 19 ?7 .. , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Nolt' 

to, AfT!en_d_ed_ !)_!:!n~te _ _I~ ill. J ?7. pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 Thirty-Ninth Lt!gislative Assembly 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is availahlf~ from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to mernbNs 

of the Legislature upon request. 

THIS FISCAL NOTE REVISES AMENDED FISCAL NOTE OF FEBRUARY 10, 1977. (continued) 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue Impact - State: 

Section 2 - Certification of ownership fee increase 
Fee collections forwarded to Registrar of Motor Vehicles 

Undercurrent law 

Under proposed law 

Decrease in fee collections 

Section 3 - Certificate transfer fee increase 

Fees deposited with Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
Under proposed law 

Section 6 

Under current law 

Increase in fee collections 

Nonresident temporary-use permits 
Collections under proposed law 
Collections under current law 

Increase in permit collections 

Section 17 - Interest earned on $2 decal 

Revenue under proposed law 
Revenue under current law 

lncreat~ in revenue 

Section 19- Earmarking of snowmobile fine revenues 

Decrease to Fish and Game Earmarked Revenue Fund 
Increase to Snowmobile Earmarked Revenue Fund 

Net effect under bection 19 

Section 21 - Earmarking of snowmobile dealer registration fee 

Decrease Registrar of Motor Vehicles Account 

Increase Fish and Game Earmarked Revenue Fund 

Net effect under Section 21 

Summary 

Revenue effect under proposed law 
Increase to Department of Fish and Game 

Decrease from Registrar of Motor Vehicles 

Total 

W(cont inued) 

FY 78 

$20,000 
1,500 

{18.500) 

9,000 
6,000 

3,000 

6,000 
__ o 
6,000 

600 
0 

___§QQ_ 

(1,950) 
1,950 

__ o 

(1,089) 
1,089 

__ 0 

7,689 
(16,589) 

$ (8,900) 

Date: ____ . _.. . . ____ .. __ 

$20,000 
1,500 

(18,500) 

9,000 
6,000 

3,000 

6,000 
__ o 
6,000 

600 
__ o 

600 

(2,000) 
2,000 

0 

(1 ,288) 
1,288 

__ o 

7,8S8 

(16,78!!1 

$ (8,900) 



S i.~:·;: Of MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 

FISCAL NOTE 

Page 3 

144-77 

Fnrl'l /\/) /_'i 

--------------~---------------------------------------------------------~ 
1!1 , OlliPIJ,IfH"<' with .1 ~·Jritter1 reqt1est rfc!ct~iv;:d , 1q 77_ _ , tlle1e is hereby submitted a F iscdl Nlltf' 

Amended Senate Bill 177 pursuant tn Chapter 5~. l.aws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

BoJckqround information used in developing this Fiscal Note is availablt: from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to 111ernber~ 

pi tl1e Legislature upon request. 

THIS FISCAL NOTE REVISES AMENDED FISCAL NOTE OF FEBRUARY 10, 1977. (continued) 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Section 2 ~ Certification of ownership fee increase 

Fee collections retained by county treasurer 
Under c:urrent law 
Under proposed law 

'Jecrease in fee collections 

FY 78 

$20,000 
1,500 

$(18,500) 

FY 79 

$20,000 
1,500 

$(18,500) 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

DJte: _.,;:__-_/.7.--.JJ_ _______ _ 
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S!BAT] BILL 10. 177 

Approved by Comrn. 
on Fish and Game 

INTRODUCED BY DUI~LE, GOODOf!B, STOit, DOVER, DEfilE 

l !!ILL FC~ AM ACT !MiiTLED: "AI AC~ FOB TBf G!I!Bll 

REVISION OF lAiS &ELATING TO SIOi!OBILES; A!EIDIBG ~£l!Q!§ 

26-220, 26-221, 26-221&_1§-211_!!~ TITLE 53, CHAPTER 10, 

R. C, !!. 19Q7; AID ADDING AUTHORIZATIOH FOR JOMRESIDEHT 

TEePORAHY-USE PER!IITS; AND REPEALIIG SECTION 53-102Q, B.C.~. 

19Q7. ft 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF !OBiAHA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012, B.C.!!. 19q7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1012. Detiniticn cf ter•s. As used in this ~ 

cba:Et!U, the follo~ing ter•s sball baye the aeanings 

indicated herein, unless the ccntest otherwise clearly 

requires that another •eaning &€ is intended: 

~111 "Pe~son" includes an individual, fartnership, 

association, co~poration, and any other body or qronp of 

persons, whether incorporated cr net, and regardless of the 

degree of foraal organization. 

~~jll "Snov•obile" includes any self-('rofelled 

vehicle fL._!!J!_2!~£~ll wid:tJLQ!_!!.Li nches_QLle!;§_f,!Cl]!£igg 

~Qri~§ desiqned fri&arily fer travel en sno~ ox ice eT 

which aay be steered by ¥4&el&y skis7 or 

S E C n N 0 R E A D 1 N u 
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runnerSy and which is not otherwise registered or licensed 

under the lavs of the state of ~ontana, 

~l1l •owner• shall iaelaie ~~ every person as 

defined herein, other than a lien holder cr other person 

having a security interest oaly, holding £e&e£d ,i,le ~ 

certificate of O!gership to a snov•obile, and entitled to 

the use or possession thereof. 

~J.I!l. "Operator" sllall iaelaie inclndes every person 

vho operates or is in actual physical control of the 

operation of a snov•obile. 

~J2l "Boadvay• shall iaelaie includes only those 

portions of any highway, road~ or street iaprowed, designed, 

or ordinarily used for travel or parking cf actor yebicles. 

~l§L "Coa•ission• aeans the fish and gaae coaaissioo 

of the state of !lantana, 

~jll "dbl" •eans sound pressure leYel aeasured on 

the "A" veiqht scale in decitels. 

~lftl "Bew sno~•cbile• aeans any snov•obile that bas 

not been previously sold to ao •ovner" as defined in 

subsection ~Jll•" 

section 2. Section 53-1013, B.C.~. 19q7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•c;1-1r1 ;. Certi fi("ate of o~nersbip. PI Jo snovaobile 

~ ~I rP operated upoD any ~ublic 8£ p£i•a•e lands, 

trails, P.aseaents, lakes, xiYets, streaas, roadaays or 
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shoulders of roadways, streets or highways, unless ~ ! 

certificate Q:L .. Q!!g~bi.E bas first teen Ee~isteEe• aitlo 

QBtAined fro~ the registrar of actor ~ehicles in accordance 

with the laws of this state. 

(2) Eefore such Ee~ist£~ £~~!!ficate aay be 

aeeeaplisloe• Qhtain~g. the owner of a snovaobile sball aake 

application for a certificate of ownership with the county 

treasurer of the ccunty in which the owaer resides, upon 

foras to be furnished for this 

sah-etaatially wbicb shall r~SYi~ the following inforaation: 

~ ~~ cf owner, residence by town and county, business 

or hoae aail address, naae and address of lien bolder, 

aaount due under contract or lien, naae and address of 

aanufacturer, aodel nuaber or naae, serial nuaber, and naae 

and address of dealer or ether person frca whca acquired. 

The application shall be signed by at least one cwner7 or by 

a properly authorized officer or representati~e of the 

owner. 

!3) If a £~1ificat£_Q!_2!nership f£I..A snovaobile has 

pre¥ioosly been ~~ i§§~~ under the previsions cf 

this t&t chapt~I· the application for Ee~istEatiea ~-g~! 

£ll!.lii9.1!l aust be accoapanied by the ia•ediately previous 

an affidavit upon a 

prescribed fora7 stating under catb that tbe ~ehicle bad not 

been operated during the i•aediately frevicus year~~ 
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pEeviieA, heweve£ 1 \~at this paEa~Eaph shall aet --&e 

~~ This ..§!!!!~li2!L-~~ot~ to snovacbiles 

that are purchased as new and unused •acbines cr that were 

operated when the provisions cf this ~ £hapt~ were net in 

force and effect. 

(II) npon CODFleticn cf the ap('lication 64: 

£~~&\r~~ in guintuplicate7 en forms furnished hy the 

registrar of •otor vehicles, the ccuoty treasurer shall 

issue to the applicant tva copies of the application~ ~ 

Mewae£'& eeEtitisate et pe~istratie•,• one of which shall be 

aarked "file copy7"~ and forward one copy and tbe crigina! 

application to the registrar of actor vehicles, who shall 

cause to be entered the inforaation contained in the 

application npon the corresponding reccrds of his office, 

and shall furnish the ap('licant a certificate cf ownershiP? 

which shall contain the inforaa ticn found on the 

Ee~istE~ ~££1ica1iona ~4+E ~ owner shall7 at all 

tiaeE7 retain possession ct the certificate of cwnersbip, 

eEcept vben the saae is being transaitted to and fro• the 

registrar cf actor vehicles for endorseaent or cancellation. 

(5) Dpon aFplication for aa ewee£~ 2 certificate of 

£e~ist£atiea cvnershi£, a fee of t11e •ella£& ($1} 11 shall 

be paid to the county treasurer, one-half ~ of which fee 

shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the registrar 

of aotor vehicles. 
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[6) Before a ee~i&t£ati.. 1~!=£!!~ decal vay be 

2 applied for pursuant to the laws of this state, the owner 

3 aust present the 6vReE'E certificate of ownership, or copy 

II of covpleted application therefor, as a prerequisite to 

5 co•pletinq the application for the £e!i&t£atieB !~!=Eaid 

6 decal," 

1 section 3, Section 53-10lll, ~.c.~. l947, is aaended to 

8 read as follows: 

" W5J-1Q111, Transfel: ot title 6'£ interest. ( 11 llFOD a 

1C transfer cf any •itle 6£ iate£e&t sf aa eves'£ B'£ evBeE iB 8'£ 

,, ~!fi£~~of_Q!£ershi2 to a snovaobile7 registered under 

12 the Frovisions of this a6t as he'£eia~efe'£e ee~ai'£e4 

1l £~1~~. the person or persons whose title or interest is to 

111 be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and ink 

1<; upon the certificate cf cwnershiF issued for such vehicle, 

16 in the appropriate space provided open the reverse side of 

17 such certificate, and such signature shall be acknowledged 

1!! before a notary public, 

19 (21 Within t.e-e---t 1 Ot days thereafter, the transferee 

20 shall forward ~ the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

21 ~-~fte--&eTtifiea~e--&£--~~~T together with the 

22 information required under this ~ £hapte~. to the 

23 registrar, who shall file the sa•e upon ~eceipt theiecf and 

211 

25 shall be issued by the registrar cf •otor vehicles until the 
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outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 

their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. The 

registrar of aotor vehicles shall ccllect a fee of •~ 

4e!±~--~~ !1 for each applicatio~ for transfer of 

ownersbif. 

13) The provisions of sa~4i¥iBi4e ~R§~ 121 of 

this section, requiring a transferee to forward the 

certificate of ownership after endorse•ent .-4--468 

eeEtifieate ef £6!i&tEatiea to the registrar, shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a suow•obile to a daly 

licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell such vehicle 

and who operates the sa•e only for deaonstration purposes, 

but every such dealer shall open transferring such interest 

deliver such certificate cf ownership aa& eeetifieate 6f 

Ee~ietO£ati6a with an application fer E6~istEatiea a new 

£~~if~ executed by the new owner in accordance •ith the 

previsions of this ~ chapt~~. and the registrar upon 

receipt of &ai4 tbe certificate of ownership, eeE,ifieate ef 

Ee!JiBtntieB and application for E&IJi&teatias A__!!!!! 

~icate, togetber with the conditicnal sales contract or 

other lieu, if any, shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership together 1dtb a 

statement of any con~itional sales contract, •ortgage, or 

other lien." 

section "· Section 53-1C15. B.c.~. 19117, is a•ended tc 
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read as follo~s: 

"53-1015. Lost or autilated certificates. In the event 

any certificate of £e~s~£atiea BE ownership s&all ~e !§ 

lost, mutilated£ or ~ becoaes illegible, the persons tc 

whoa the saae s*a~ have 9e&H ~!!! issued shall iaaediately 

aake application for and aay cttain a duplicate thereof, 

upon pay•ent of a fee of ~e 9al1aE-~11t.• 

Section 5. Section 53-1CH, E.C.I!. 19q7, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1(11€. Exeaptions. (1) '!be rrovisions of this an 

chapter, with respect to E&!iEtEatiea aaa certification of 

~ ~~§hi£, e*-11 ~ not apply tc snowaobiles cvned or 

used by the United States or another state or any agency cr 

political subdivision thereof, &E any snowaobile 

in a country other than the United States 

registered 

and to be 

teaporarily used within this state for a period cf net acre 

than t&ie~y (30t days, or !2 any snowaohile registered in 

another state of the United statesy but to be te•porarily 

used within this state for not acre than t8iE~y (30t days. 

Snovacbiles owned by th~ state cf ~cntana7 cr any agency or 

political subdivision tbereofy-&&~ ~~ exeapt cnly froa 

the pay•ent of fees~ ~ shall otherwise coaply with all 

the r~quir~ments of this ~ sh~E!!~· 

(2) No political ~eivisie•s subdivision of this 

state ~±±- &ave aY*herit¥ ~ !~I prescribe further 
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licensing or registration cf snow•otiles and no political 

sub1ivisicn ~l !2! levy fees cr charges fer use or 

operation of snov•otiles within the suldiwision. 

1ll__!h~ _ _E£Q!isio~§ __ 2! __ !h!2- chaE~!th_~!§£!£!_!2 

registration a~_s~rtifisgtion_sf cwn~~§hi~-~£-n£1_~EE!I-_!E 

~!~~!§!!!~Q snowaobiles cwned_!y_n£nresidents cf_!be state 

Ef~~!~~2 dis£!2Iing_ vis~2l__£!QQ! __ !h~1--~-!~£]~§i1!n! 

tempor2EI=~2~!~!t"~§_g~E~!&hA§!~" 

Section 6. There is a new R.c.~. section no•bered 

53-1016.1 that reads as fellows: 

53-1016.1. lionresident teaporary-use feraits. Ill The 

requirements pertaining to the "nonresident 

teapcrary-snowaobile-use fer•it" are as fellows: 

be 

(a) 

made 

Application for the issuance of the per•it shall 

at locations and upon for•s prescribed by the 

defartaent. The for•s shall include but are net li•ited to: 

(i) applicant's naae and peraaoeot address; 

(ii) aake, aodel, year, and serial number of the 

snowmobile; and 

(iii) affidavit declaring 

applicant. 

(b) Upon sub•ission cf 

the nonresidency of the 

the application and a fee of 

$6, a ncnxesident teaporary-sncwaotile-use sticker shall te 

issu~d. ihe sticker shall be displayed in a conspicicu~ 

aanner on the snowmobile. 
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(2) The t~mpc~ary permit is valid fer a consecutive 

~ar 1~ period as designated by the permit. 

(3) 'l'he permit is net proof cf cvnershii and no 

certificate ct cvnershir may te issued. 

(q) ~11 •oney collected by payment of fees under this 

section shall be turned ovei to the state treasurer and 

place1 in the ea~marked revenue fund tc the credit of the 

department of fish and game ~ith one-half tc te used in 

administering this section and one-halt tc be used in the 

development, maintenance, a~d cperation of snovmotil£ 

facilities. 

(5) 'l'he failure to display the penit as required by 

this section or the making of false statements in obtaining 

the permit is a •isdemeancr, punishable ty a fine cf not 

less thar. $25 or more than $100. 

~E£!1£!~__£!£IlQ! _ _l£=~~~~-19ql~~Al!f!~_12 

SE~l_!i_rQ1LO~~l 

"2b-12 0. License agents - appointaent. Tbe dl. rector 

may a~point license agents as needed tc sell state bunt1nq 

an~ tis~1nq I1CPnses ~B~--~QL _£g£mi~§ __ f!_ __ ££~!i!i£~~~§ 

pres£rit~!! __ lly_th~L£Qlllll.SSi:!l!:• d<'<'d l1nq to rule> adopted by 

thE: {·oeaissicn." 

~FCIIQ!_~--~EC1lQM_l~=2ll~££~·-11~-!~-!~!!~<C __ lf 

2!~Q_~_!£11&~~l 

"2n-221. Eond cf license agent -- prefetren claim of 

_.,_ 
SB P'l 
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state for license money. ( 1) An appointed license agent 

shall furnish a corporate surety bond of one thousand 

dollars ($1,000), or in an aacunt equal tc the value of the 

licPnses~----E~£!i12L----~n£! ___ £~ttific~§ received for 

distribution, the amount to te fixed at the discreticn cf 

the director. The bend shall secure th~ faithfnl performance 

of the duties imposed on tbe license agent and the 

accounting for and payment to the state of all moneys 

received frc• the sale of hunting and fishing licenses ~~Q 

~.LJ2~!• i!§_!lL£llilllli~~§£I:ill~1.-!!J: __ !hL_££U.ission • 

Tbe licens~ agent shall properly account for all unsold 

licenses£-B~Jits._and cert1ficates~ annually on lpril 1, or 

at any other ti•e at the request of the director. 

(2) All money received for the sale of licenses~ 

~mi!§£_and certificate§ at all ti11es belonqs tc the state. 

ln case of an assignment fer the tenefit of creditors, 

1e<'?iversh1p, 01 tankruptcl, the state na~ a preterred rlaim 

against tbP ~ssets ann Pstate at a l1cense aqent tc1 dll 

money~ ov~d th~ state." 

~EC!IQ!_1~ __ §!£!1Y!_ 26-iii£-~£~~~~-J~~lL-!g_J!E!]!Q_lf 

!£AQ_~S_l£l1Y~21 

n26-222. compensation duties. J1l License aqents, 

except £alari~d A•ployees of the depart•ent, shall rece1ve 

tor all serv1ce~ rendered the su• of fifteen cents (15t) tor 

each licenseL-E~!itL_£1_£~k!ifi£at! issued. en or before 

F- ~~ 111 
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tbP •rth ddy vt ~deb •ontb Pach llcense ·~ent sh~ll sub•it 

tn t~e ~epartaent al~ duplicates ct each class ot licenses 

sold dur~nq tb~ precedinq mcnth iDd sball acc~•~dDY the 

~upl1cat~ licens~~ w1tb all •cneys recetved tor th• sale at 

the licenses, less d fee of fifteen cents (1!il) tor each 

license sold. Each license agent shall keep his license 

account open at all reasonable bcurs tc insfecticn ty the 

co•mission, the director, the wardens, or the legislative 

auditor, 

ill_ for purposes _Q!_thi§_§££!i£DL-!h~-1~!-!1!~~~ 

includes any 1!£~~-~r•it. and certjficate Fresc!!!ed __ !~ 

:!J:!g_£Q!!!ssio.!4" 

~Q~-~~£1l2!_l2-2llL-l~~~-J947.~A!!~!~_I£ 

li!!Q_!2-fQ11Q!~ 

"26-223. Appointments nontransferable -- revocation 

oaths. Appcintaents of license agents shall be 

nontransferable, and each appoint•ent shall be valid c~ly at 

the single location of the tusiness as stated en the 

certificate of apfointment. Such a•fcintments may ce 

sum•arily revoked at any time by the state fish and qame 

director upon discontinuance of the business at the stated 

location or for noncompliance with th~ provisions of this 

act or ether regulations. Culy a•pcinted license agects are 

hereby authorized to adainiste• oaths to applicants for 

hunting and fishing licenses AB£ __ !£!_ oth~&-Eg!~i!§_g~£ 
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£!tf!!ficates Ef~Sf!B!Q_El-!]~_£Oamission." 

s~rt1on 11. ~ecttcn '>J-1C17, P.c ,ft. 1q~1, 1s amended 

to rPad ~s follows: 

"~1-1C11. Report ot stolen and recovered snow•o~iles, 

sheriff of every county of 

th~ state and e£ the chief of police or commissioner ot 

police of every city ~ ~11 make ~ l••ediate report to 

the registrar of motor vehicles of all snov•cbiles reported 

to hi• as stolen cr recovered, upon for•s provided for by 

the reqistrar cf motor vehicles. Failure en the Fart ef any 

officer s~~&e-Qeeae4 te as i§ •isfeasance in office and 

shall eesstitYte £Qnstitu~ gronnds fer re•oval. Upon 

receipt of such infor•aticn, the registrar of moter vehicles 

shall file the sa•e in an index to be known as the "stolen 

and recovered snowaotile indexy"~ ~t-sfta4*-a+Bs-&e-te~t~ 

~ lh~ registrar of motor vehicles ~ shall file reports 

of stolen and recovered snowzcbiles reported tc him fre• 

other states. The registrar cf •otor ve~icles shall preparE 

once a •onth a li~t of all sncw•otiles stclec or recovere~ 

during the previous month and forward a copy of the sa•e to 

every sheriffy and all police derart•ents in cities of the 

first, second£ and third class. Such list shall also be 

forwarded to the secretary of stat~ or ether rrcper 

official7 in each state cf the United States. Eefore a 

certificat~ of tit~~-aa heEetefeEe p£eviaedy---s8a~l 
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£~n~~2h!E-~ be issued under this ~ chapte£, tbe •ctct 

and serial number on the aeteF vehiele te ~e &e~is~eFsa 

g)CVIICbi1~-fQL.!!.l!.i£h-.!H!£!l_grt.if!sJ!!.!Li§_l2._be iSS.J!ll shall 

be checked against the Ustcl~n and recovered sncwacbile 

index .ll" 

Section 12. Section 53-1018, B.C.~. 19q7, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1018. Operation on public roads and streets. [ 1) 

~---~s shall e~eFate a seev•e~i~Q---·~e&---a 

~~~a assess hi~hv~ el' heilHJ --+---~ ~ 

Snowmobile operation •ay be per•itted en the rcad~ay or 

shoulder cf any ~ public road or highway, state highway, 

county road, or city street located within the boundaries of 

any municipality, only in the event that sa44 the street, 

road, or highway is drifted cr covered by sncw tc such an 

extent that travel thereon by other 10tor vehicles is 

i~practicdl or illpossible, eE vheRi the operator ~ 

otherwig_~thorized for such tra .. el7 ty the 

municipality in th~ case cf town or city streets, the board 

of county commissioners for county roads, cr the state 

highway patrol fer all ether hiqhways7 i c~ •¥~~ 

s~Eeets ei a ~i~-~ such operation bas teen 

specifically so authorized Q~niciR~l-21£~~ by a ~~f 

~G municipal ordinance, 
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(2) A snowmobile may make a direct crossing of a 

street or highway, vheEe ~h~~~~I such crossing is necessarJ 

to get to another authorized area of o~eraticn. Such 

crossing shall be •ade at an angle of approxi•ately ~ 

90 degrees ~t to the direction of the highway7 at a place 

where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing. ~he 

snowmobile shall •ake a complete stop before entering upon 

any part of the highway cr road, and the cperatcr shall 

yield the £4~ht ef vaf I19h!=of-vay to all onco•ing traffic. 

PI No snowmobile ~ ~I te operated upon a public 

street or highway when per•itted tc do so ty this aet 

chapte~. unless equipped with at least one head la•F and one 

tail la•p, which shall be lighted at all ti•es during such 

operation, and unless equipped with a suitable braking 

device vbicb may he operated by either hand or foot. 

(4) The operator of a snov•obile who operates his 

vehicle upon a public roadway, street~ or highway when 

allowed to do so under the provisions of this ~ £hapt~ 

shall ha·"e in his possession a license to drive a •otor 

.. ebicle as required by the laws cf the state of Kcntana. An 

operator who crosses a street, road, or higbvaJ, f~-~ 

Qf!E!I!i-~_SNQ~~~l1l_Q£0N_!~fET,_gQ!~~-Q! __ ~!Qfi!!1 __ THJ! 

~--QEI¥t!Q __ QB __ ~Q!~B£Q__~II~- SNOi __ lQ~UCH !!_EXl!!I_!~!I 

TR!!EL_!~!g!&!-~_Q!fi!B_~Q1Q] __ ~~--l§ __ l!i!ACllS! __ l __ S] 

~PO~!~!~ or who operates a snow•ohilc iD auy ether areas 
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of the state where operation is lawfully per•itted, shall i§ 

not && required to apply for or possess a driver's licensE 

under the laws of the state cf aontana." 

section 13. Sect icn 

to read as follows: 

53-1C19, B.C.ft. 19q7, is a•ended 

"53-1019. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

It shall ~e is unla~fnl for any person to drive or orerate 

any snow•obile upon a public street or highway in any one or 

•ere of the following manners: 

(11 ~ ~1 a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for motor vebicleST~ 

121 ~ whi1~ under the influence of into~icating 

liquor or narcotics or hatit-for•ing drugsTA 

{3} ~ in a careless cr reckless •anner so as to 

endanger the person cr property of anothery or to cause 

injury or damage to eitberTA 

(4) ~ 

~s--&€--6..S-;oa4~ 

~eeatia~ 2~~!iAS a snow•obiley or permitting 

such operation7 by any person who ty reason of age or 

physical or •ental disatility is incapable of operating the 

snow•obile as required for safety under the prevailing 

circumstances." 

section 14. Secticn 53-1020, R.c. ~. 1947, is a•ended 

to read as fellows: 
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"53-1020. Other unlawful operation. Jll No person 

whil~ operating a sno~motile7-~ ~~ use tbe same: 

~4+J~l ¥&E fQI tbe purfose cf ~riving, rallying~ or 

harassinq ar.y ot 

fur-bearing aniaals 

th~ gaae animals, 

cf tbe statey or 

game 

any 

birds, or 

livestock7 

~e<iy hewe'le£ 1 --~ht-<H~..__j!!! owner of livestock is not 

prohibited fro• managing or driving his own livestock by the 

use of snowmobiles and •ay direct ether persons to ~o manage 

or drive bis livestock~--?£~~~~~! ~!!Q the 

department of fish and ga•e, inclnding its duly authorized 

eaployees, is net rrohibited from managing or ariving ga•e 

animals, ga•e biras~ or fur-bearing ani•als by t~e use cf 

snowmo tiles1TA 

~jQl 49 12 discharge a firear• fro• or UfOD a 

snow•ot:ile...-..i. 

(cl upon a _ _£~ilr2~1--Li9h!=£f-~~y_Qr_~ail~2~1-l!~£~~ 

£~!_it is_Q2l_!!!!l~!!~l_!2!__officers__Q!_~!£12~~g§ _ _g!__~!!1 

!~ilrQ2Q__Q£~!~tinq __ £!~£_§Y£h tr~_iQ_£E~~!g_§!!~cbil~ 

1.!!~H2Jl.i 

JQl__wi!~2Y!_~_ligBted_~~lig~!-~!!1_!ailligB! __ Qf~!~~n 

~he_aQH£§_£!_1Y§!_snd_da!!!l 

-f6t-J1l lle<Jtia~iea et 5flewaellile aei&lilo (a} "EICEft as 

provided in this section, every snow•obile shall be equipred 

at all times with ncise-SUffression devices, including an 

e•haust mufflery in good working order and in constant 
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ope~ation. Ro snowmobile ~ !~I te modified by any ~e~scn that it will not eTceed a sound lev~l liaitaticn of 

2 in any manner that sa~ ~ill amplify or cther~ise incr~ase 2 seveaty ei~78t ibA aeasured at ~~SOt teet. 

total noise emissions to a level great~r tban that e•itted 3 (d) No new snc~motile manufactu~ed afte~ June 30, 

u by the sncw•obile as originally constructed, regardless of q 1978, except snowmobiles designated for competition purposes 

~ date of manufacture. 5 only, may be sold or offe~ed fo~ sale unless that machine 

h {b) No new snowmobile manufactured prior to .June 30, 6 has been certified by the aanufacture~ as being able tc 

7 1975, except snowmobiles designated fo~ competition pu~poses 7 confo~• to a sound level limitation cf not mere than 

8 only, may be sold or offered for sale unless that machine 8 seveaty t~--i73t dbA measured at §44.~50r feet. Eve~y 

q has been certified by the manufactur~r as being atle to 9 person whc ovns or operates a snovaobile aanufactured after 

10 conform to a sound leYel limitation of not •ere tban 10 June 30, 1918, shall aaintain his machine in such a manne~ 

11 oi~ltty twe (8 2t db~ measu~ed at fiftf (Sot feet. Every 11 that it will not exceed a sound level limitation of 

12 person who ovns or ope~ates a snowmobilE manufactu~ed after 12 eeveaty t~73t db! measured at ~~Sot feet. 

13 June 30, 1972. but prior to June 30, 197S, shall maintain 13 (e) The fish and gaae coamissicn e~all have t•e 

14 his •achine in such a •anner that it vill not eKceed a sound 111 aatae£ity te ~ adopt and revise sound level limitations 

1'i level limitation ot measured at f4~ 1S fo~ all snowaobiles manufactured after June 3C, 1978. 

16 -i~Or fPet. 16 Hov~v~r, a sound level limitation adopted or revised by the 

17 (c) No new snowmobile •anufactnred after .Jane 30, 17 coaaission ~ !AI not be higher than a decibel standard 

1B 1975, but p~io~ to June 30, 1978, except snowmobiles 18 of seveatv thEee 173t dtA measu~ed at fifty fSot feet. 1be 

19 designated tor competition pur.cses cnly, •ay be sold o~ 19 adoption or ~evision of sound level limitation ty the 

20 offe~~d fo~ sale unless that machine has been certified ty 20 co•aissio~ shall be effective beginning June 30 of the 

21 the manufactu~er as beinq able tc ccnfor• to a sound level 21 succeedinq calendar year and any scund level limitation 

2? limitation cf not more than se~ee~~-i78t at& measu~ea 22 formally adopted or revised shall ~emain in effect for a 

23 at ~---i5ot feet. Every Ferscn whc owns a~ ope~ates a 23 mini•u• period of ~--i2t yea~s. Every pe~son who awns o~ 

2q snovmobil~ manufactured afte~ .June 30, 197S, but p~ior to 211 operates a snov2obile manotactu~€d after June 30, 1978, 

2'i June 30, 197q, shall maintain his aachine in such a •anpe~ 25 shall maintain his macbine in comfliance with the sound 
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level lisitation which is afFlicable to new ~ncv•obiles 

manufactur~d during the p~r1oJ that a scurd level limitation 

adoptee by the commission is in effect. 

(f) A manufacturer who certifies that a cew sncvmcbile 

can co•pl¥ with the nci~e limitation require•ents cf 

~ ~E!~£ shall affix a permanent notice of 

certification to ever} sncv•ctile offered for sale in 

state of ~ontana. 

this 

that 

the 

(g) In certifying that a new snowmobile can comflY 

with the noise limitation require•ents cf this ~ £baEter, 

a •anufacturer shall make such a certification based upon 

•easurements •ade in accordance with SAE reco•mended 

practice J192, as a•ended. the fish and game co••issicn, in 

enforcing the provisions of this act, shall •ake 

•easure•ents of snowmcbile ncise in accordance with 

applicable practices outlined in tbe n~rocedure for sound 

level measureaents of snowmobiles" used by the international 

snowmobile industr} association {January, 1969), as amended, 

or with such other standards fer 11easure11ent of sourd level 

as the cc~~ission may adopt. 

(h) This section does net applJ to organized races or 

si11ilar competitive events held en 

(i) private lands, with the permission of the owner, 

lessee, or cnstoaian of the land7~ cr 

(ii) putlic lands, ~ith the consent of the rublic 
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agency havino t.he authority to gra~t such con~ent, rrovided 

that tctal scund pr0duced by sucb an event s~~ !g! not 

exceed fiHy (Silt iiH at any rcint H~~50t feet or mere 

outside the area under the control of the srcnsoring entity. 

-f4t-~~~~4-<jht ef vay--&£~-il-+<Ht<l---4?£-oMl~ 

~~7~ewe~eE 1 it shall-ae4?-&e-~~~~e~fieeEE ~ 

ell-f±~-e~-0Hl-f-£"H-<i--<>j>€£a~'! eve E ~--t£11-e%-4?e 

&pe~a~B-i~heEeea." 

Section 15. section 53-1C22, R.c.~. 1947, is a11ended 

to read as fcllcvs: 

"53-1022. Enforce11ent. Tbe fcllcving 

enforce the provisions of this ~4? £!apter: 

persons •ay 

(1) ~ i£g enforce11ent officers e•rloyed by the state 

department of fish and galle, with respect to viclaticn~ 

relating to ~ildlife or birds, discharging firearms, or 

sound level limitations. However, with resrect to the sale 

of any ne~ snowmobile which is subject to the provisicr.s of 

this ~ £B2E!~!· the attorney general of the state of 

~ontana shall, upon the request of the co••issia~. sue for 

the recovery o£ th~ penalties provided in ~4?-i~ 53-1C237 

and bring an action for a restraining orderT or te•~cra~y cr 

permanent in;uoction7 against a person whc sells or offers 

to sell a new sno~mobile that does not satisfy the scund 

level lillitations imposed by this ~ chgf!f!· 

(2) ~~ 1~£ sheriffs cf tbe respective ccuntiesv and 

-28- SE 177 
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the police officers of cities and tovns, vitbin their 

respective jurisdictions, and the state highway patrol, vith 

respect to any viol~tion of this ~ cb~~! upon the public 

st.re,.ts or highways-, cr any fUblic right-of-vay." 

Section 16. Section 53-1023, R.C.~. 19q7, is a•ended 

to read as follcvs: 

"~1-1023. Penalties. (1) A person vhc 'liolates any 

prevision of this ~ £hapter or a rule ~ Ee~•lati&& 

adopted oursuant thereto shall faY a civil fenalty of not 

less than ~~teea 4ellaTS--~S15~ £! acre than ~e 

hsA9Ee&~~S5C0t for each separate violation. 

(2) A person vbo willfully violates any provision of 

this ~ £S~pter cr a rule &E £e~vlatiea adopted pursuant 

thereto shall pay a civil penalty of not less than ~~~ 

4ella£s l$50t-&e£ Q! more than 

for each separate viclaticn. 

(1) A •anufacturer who certifies that a nell sncv•otile 

can •e~t the sound level li•itations i•posed by this ~ 

£B~S~! shall he subject to the penalty frovisicns of 

sutserti nns (1) dRd (2) it any machine so certified dces net 

meet •h• dpproprtatE sound \~vel limitation. 

IU) >or the FUrFOSE> of this section, every sale of a 

nell ~nOliJRObile t bat doe: not meet the sound level 

limitaticns imposed by this aE~~aeastitvte £h~£!~~ 

£Qn§11tu!~ a sepaLate viclation." 
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Section 17. Section 53-1C25, R.C.I'I. 19117, is amended 

to read as fellows: 

"53-1025. Display of ta;,:-paid decals on snc'll•obiles 

required application and issuance. fatlll Nc snow•obile 

~ ~~ b~ operated by any person in the state cf ~cntana 

unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place thereon a 

decal as visual proof that ~crtana personal property tases 

have been paid thereon tor the current year. Apflicaticn for 

the issuance of such tas-paid decal shall be •ade to the 

county treasurer upon for•s tc be furnished for this 

purpose, vhich •ay be obtained frc• the registrar cf actor 

vehicles cr at the county assessor's office in the county 

vherein the cvner resides-, and ~ ~ic£~ prcvide fer 

substantially the following infor•ation: na•e of cvner, 

address, ee~isteatieA ~rtifi~~-21-~~sbiE nu•ber, na•e 

of manufacturer, •odel numter, •ake, bcrsefOVer, yEar of 

•anufacture, state•ent evidencing assess•ent, pay•ent of 

property tax, and such other infor•aticn as the registrar of 

motor vehicles •ay require. ea44 !he application shall te 

signed by th~ countv treasurer and trans•itted by hi• to the 

rPqistrdt ct motor ~eh1cl~~ acco•pani~d ty a fee of ~49 

8ella£s if2t. All •oneys ~ollected fro• payaent ot such tees 

~Q _ _2ll_interest accruing 1!~!-g§~-21-S~~~~YE shall be 

turne1 over to tb~ state treasure[ and ~laced by hi• in the 

earmarked revenue tund to tbe credit of the state fish and 
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qa•e cc•miss1on, with &ae-~~~S1t designated for use in 

~ntorcing the purros~s of this •&4 ch~~ and &*e &ella£ 

-tS 1t 1es i gnat <;!d for use in ll ~ 'Je l a pill! the -2!1£lq•en.t .. 

maintenanceL--~gQ__Q£~£2i!E!__2! snov•obile facilities. upon 

receipt of the application in approved fer• the registrar cf 

•otor vehicles or county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant a decal in the style and design prescribed ty the 

registrar of •otor vehicles aDd of a different color tban 

the preceding year, no•tered ~u•e£ieallf £Onsecutively. 

-tetJll Before filing the application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall sub•it the sa•e tc the county 

assessor of the county and tbe county assessor shall enter 

on the application in a place provided fer that FUrFcse, the 

full and true and assessed valnation of the snow•chile for 

the year for which the application is •ade. 

-t&tJJl The applicant shall pay tbe county treasurer 

the aprlication fee and shall also pay ~he personal prcperty 

taxes assessed against the snow•obile fer the current year 

before the application ~E--~~ist£ati~~~i&+£•t~e 

•ay be accepted by the county treasurer.• 

Section 18. Section 53-1025,1, R.C.~. 1g47, is a•ended 

to read as fellows: 

"53-102~.1. Duplicate ~e!i£t£a~~ Eese~¥t-e£ decal. 

In the event any ~4-M~-t-4-ee~~-~ tax=.t~ill decal 

slt•ll. lle is lost, RUtilated~ or BeGG+e !~£2!~~ illegible, 
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the persons to whoa tbP sa•e ~~--&a4@-~ ~~~ issued 

shall iEaediately aake apflication fer and aay obtain d 

~uplicate thereof, upcn payment of a fee cf &ee-e&llaE-~!1t 

q tc the county treasurer." 

5 Section 19, Section 5J-1C27, R.C.II. 19117, is a•ended 

6 to read as follows: 

1 "53-1027. railure to display decal a •isdeaeancr 

6 penalty. J1l Ihe failure to display a current tax-paid decal 

9 during th~ time provided in tbis ~~~~~e 

10 ~£ter is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine cf net less 

1 1 than ~&1~ 41~Q} B&t ~ 11Q QE acre tban E~~~ 

12 eelh£s (f!iQI ~12~· 

13 111_ All fines and forfeitu£es collect~~--uod~r lit!~ 

111 53, chaeter 10 relating tc snovaobiles §hall b~!~~!it!§Q 

15 t2-ih~_§!~!§_!~~~Y~!_!ho __ ~!l __ deeo§it _ _§Y£!__f!Ef~~~~ 

16 forfeitur~ __ in the~!~!keQ_!£!~Y~_fy~_!£_!~-£!~dit_gf 

17 tbe~~tm~g! __ Q! _ _!J§k__~nd_~ __ !£ __ !~--~~2--2Bli--12I 

18 §gQ~£!!le_~!~SEQ~£S!i£B~" 

19 Section 20. Section 5J.-1C28, R.C.II, 19117, is a11ended 

20 to read as fellows: 

21 "53-1028. ctticers authorized tc enforce ~ £.h~I!!~£· 

22 The fish and game coamissicn, enfcrceaent personnel, tbe 

;>J sheriffs and their deputies of the varicns counties of the 

211 state, the ~ontana highway patrol, and the police of each 

25 aunicipality shall enforce the provisions cf this a&t 

-24- S!! 177 
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Section 21. Section 53-1C29, R.c.~. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follo~s: 

4 "53-1029. Issuance of dealer reqist~aticn certificate. 

~ (1) A dealer registration certificate shall be issued in 

6 accordance with this ae~ £~gpter, 

1 (2) Upon receipt of dealer application and payaent cf 

B fees which will be ~i46-~~S5t, the dealer shall be 

9 issued two ~ dealer snov•ctile identification cards which 

10 ~ sbal! be carried by dealer or dealer's custo•er ~hen 

11 operating or de•onst~ating dealer's snow•otiles. 

12 (3) wo bond v4~~ l§ required cf tbe dealer. 

13 (4) Additional dealer snovaotile identificaticn cards 

14 may be purchased by the dealer for a fee of •*&-~~ 

1'i -tS2h 

16 j2l___A _____ g~!~E---~gi§~~----~!!fisg!~----g~g 

17 ig~tific~tion cards expire en Jy~_fgll.Q~i~9-1B~l!ate of 

18 i~~l!£~ 

19 Jfl __ !11 __ ~.Q~ collected frc• _ _§y£~~§ __ gl!Q ___ al! 

)0 il!i!!ll§L _J!££~YiruLf!.Q!_!I§.L£L!!!isJQ!!!L§MlL!L de fCsi teg 

?1 ~l!--ih~--~l!l~l!£keg __ ~~!~l!Y~--fu~g __ iQ __ tb~ __ £!~1iL_Qf ___ !~~ 

22 ~grt~£~i __ .Qf_~ __ gl!i_~~~!A-2~=hl!!!-9~sigl!g!~g_!Ql 

23 l!§~_in_~~to~ci~~£Yl££§~_21_1~j§_£~1~l--~l!1--~-hg}f 

24 ~~iqnateg _ _f£!. __ ~~--iQ__!~e deyelopaent~~~l!~~-l!D§ 

2S openti£1L.Qf._1l~1!le ta£il!ti~~" 
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S<>ction 22. Repealer, Secticn 53-10211, B.C.l!. 1941. is 

repealed. 

-End-
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SE"~TE BILL NOo 177 

I~TRODUCEO BY DUNKL~• GODDOVfR, STORYt DOVER, DEVINE 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT FOR THE GENERAL 

REVISION OF LAWS RELATING TO SNOWMOBILES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

2&-~21~~ 2& Z22o 26 223 AND TITLE 53, CHAPTER 10, 

R.C.M. 1947; AND ADDING AUTHORIZATIO:<l FOR ~WNRESIOENT 

TEMPORARY-USE PERMITS; AND REPEALING SECTION 53-1024, R.C.M. 

1947.• 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012, R.C.M. 1941t is amended to 

read 3S follows: 

"53-1012. Definition of terms. As used in this ~~ 

.&b3Rltl• the followin9 terms shall have the meanings 

indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 

requirPs th~t another meaning b~ is intended: 

tetlll •Person° includes an individual, portnershipt 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

?ersons, wheth~r incorporated or not, and regardless of the 

deqree of formal orqanization. 

tht1Zi "Snowmobile" ; nc 1 udes "ny self-propelled 

vehicl~ Q£ __ an~ll~idth of \8 joches or Jess excluding 

.a~gs.:;.Qf.i!Ui desianed [1riTari1y fer travPl on snow or ice Ot" 

n~~~1+--~~rro~n, which m•v be steered by whee+~T s~isy or 

SECOND 

~ 

READING ---r;( t' ji'Jt1 ,jf5 //; ~· 8, If'/ c;r c co;; fJOf1 c .y' 
"*hr -Ia y~ /~n' rJ'uJtfng. 

SECOND PRINTING 

Sf' 0117/03 

1 runnersT and w~ich is not otherwise registered or licensed 

2 under the laws of the state of Montana. 

3 tet..lll "Owner" ~!wo++-+ne+~ j ncl ude~ every ::.erson as 

4 defin~d herein, other than a lien holder or other person 

5 having a security interest only, holdino reeore-~~+e ~ 

6 ~eL~te of QwneLShi~ to a snowmobile, and entitled to 

7 the use or possession thereof. 

8 trlti~ •operator• ~~eT+-+ne+~e includes every person 

9 who operates or is in actual physical control of the 

10 operation of a snowmobile. 

11 teti21 •Roadway• ~~1\ ine+~~ jocJudes only those 

lZ portions of any highway, road~ or street improved, designedy 

13 or ordinarily used for travel or parking of ~otor vehicles. 

14 t+ti6l •commission• means the fish and qa~e commission 

15 of the state of Montana. 

16 t~till •dbA" means sound pressure level measured on 

17 tne "A• weight scale in d~cibels. 

18 thtiBl •New snowmobile" means any snowmobile that has 

19 not b~en oreviously sold to an "owner" as defined in 

20 subsection tetLll•" 

21 Section 2. Section 53-1013, ~.c.M. 1941, is amended to 

22 read ~s follows: 

23 •53-1013· Certificate of ownership. {1) No snowmobile 

24 ~no++ ad¥ be operate~ U?on any pu~lic ~-p~we~ lands, 

25 trails• e~sements, la~~s, rivers. streams, roadway~ or 

-2- S!3 117 
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shouljers of roadways. streets or highways. unless +~ a 

.CeLlitiJ:.atJLQLownershi::J has first been r~~~ .. .,d--..+~h 

~al~d__fLQID the registrar of motor vehicles in accordanc~ 

with the laws of this state. 

(2) Before such .. .,~+~r~+en .ceLtl~ may be 

ft~e&ep++~hf!d pb~ained. the owner of a snowmobile shall make 

application for a certificate of ownership with the county 

treasurer of the county in Which the owner resides, upon 

forms to be furnished for this purpose, ftftd-t&--preY+de--+or 

~~~an~+a++y ~hlch shall re 0ujre the following information: 

He.., n~ of owner, residence by town and county, business 

or hofle mail address, name and address of lien holder• 

amount due under contract or lien, name and address of 

manufacturer• model number or name, serial number, and name 

and address of dealer or other person from who~ acquired. 

The aoplicatioo shall be siqned by at least one ownery or by 

a prooerly authorized officer or representative of the 

owner. 

131 If a certificate pf pwoershi~ for_a snowmobile has 

previously been re~~~redy ~d under the provisions of 

this ,.~~ khiU!.tlu• the aopl ication for rf!<J~~ft't+ftn ~ 

~tlLLc2~ must he accompanied by tt.£ ~~~~diately previous 

r~+~~~+on-ree~~~Y certificate or by an dffidavit upon a 

orescribed formy stating under oath that the vehicle had not 

been operated durino the imrnediatel y pl'"evj ous ~ear-t_s 
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p~~+dedy--hftwe~.--~e~--~--eore~&pft--s~++---~---bf! 

o~++eee+e Illi~~uosection does not apply to snowmo~iles 

that 3re purchased as ne~ and unused machines o~ that were 

ooerated when the provisions of this e~ ~C were not in 

force and effect. 

14) Upon compls>tion of the application ..... 
~~~rat+.."• in Quintuplicate~ on forms furnishod by the 

registr3~ of motor vehicles, the county tr~asurPr shall 

issue to the applicant two copies of the applicatio~ mer~ 

........,.,,..._~-~n-H'i-eft~~-~~-M+t'tft~· one of which shall be 

marked •tile copyy•1 and forward one copy and the 

application to the registrar of motor vehicles, who shall 

cause to be entered the information contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of his office, 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownershipy 

which shall contain the information found on the 

r~r~+on-y ~UliWb Mtft-~e Ilu: owner shal 1~ at aT 1 

timesy retain oossession of the certificate of ownership, 

except when the same is being transmitted to and from the 

reqistrar of motor vehicles for endorsement or cancellation. 

Itlf--~&Il£LCAJ£__llf_OWNERSHIP IS NOT REQUIRED TO BE RE,EW£0 

Atlli!U Ll.Y.1_.AWLlL'U.UtLA S lONG AS THE PER S Oj_JiQI..Jll.N(i_ll_Q~ 

ItiLS!ro~WULE... 

(5) Upon apolication for ~~~rLs ~ certificate of 

.. .,~~tr~~+o~ ~kDeLAOLD• a fee of ~~e-do++,.r~-t*rt ~ shall 
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SENATE BILL NO. 177 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLE, GOODOVER, STORY, DOVER, DEVINE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR THE GENERAL 

KEVISION OF LAwS RELATING TO SNO"olt40BILES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

26-220r 26-221s 26-222o 26-223 ANQ TITLE 53o CHAPTER 10o 

R.C.Mo 1947i AND ADOI~G AUTHORllATION FOR NONRESIDENT 

TEMPORARY-USE PERM! TS; AND REP-EALING SECTIDI't 53-1024o RoCoJolo 

194To• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ~TATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012o R.C.H. 1947• is aeended to 

read as follows: 

•s3-1012. 

ch<~Pter, the 

Definition of terms. As used 

following ter•s shall have 

in this ett 

the •eaning.s 

indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 

requires that another meaning be~ intended: 

t&t111 •Person• includes an individual, partnership, 

association. corporation, ano any other body or yroup of 

persons, whether incorporated or not, and regardless of the 

degree of formal organization. 

tbt~ •snowmobileH includes any self-propelled 

vehicle ~~erall width of 48 jncbes or less excludjnQ 

accessprjes designed primarily for travel on snow or ice er 

ftature+--terrein, which may be steered by -~~Y skisy or 
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runnersy and which is not otherwise registered or licensed 

under the laws of the state of Montana. 

tet.Lll •owner" floleH iuclade includes every person as 

defined herein, other than a lien holder or other person 

having a security interest only, holding ~ord-~~~ ~ 

~ertificate of owpecsbjp to a snow.abile, and entitled to 

the use or possession thereof. 

fdt~ •operator• ~hell incladc includes every person 

who operates or is in actual physical control of the 

operation of a snow.abile. 

~t~ "Roadway• flolelt inc~ ~~ only those 

portions of any highway, road& or street improved, designed, 

or ordinarily used for travel or parking of motor vehicles. 

f+tiA.l •Co!llllission• -ans the fish and ga.e co-ission 

of the state of Montana. 

fgtlil •dbA" means sound pressure level measured on 

the •A• weight scale in decibels. 

tftt~ •New snowmobile" means any snowmobile that has 

not b~en previously sold to an "owneru as aefined in 

subsection tct~·" 

Section i• Section 53-1013, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read .>s follows: 

"53-1013. Certificate of ownership. (1) No snowmobile 

~he++ WAX be operated upon any public or-pr+.ete lands, 

trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadway~ or 
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shoulders of roadways, streets or highways, unless T~ ~ 

certjfjcate of ownersbj~ has first been r~~d--w+th 

obtajned fro• the registrar of motor vehicles in accordance 

with the laws of this state. 

{2) Before such ~T~tr~+e" certificate l!lay be 

aeeoep+~ gbtainedo the owner of a snowaobile shall make 

application for a certificate of ownership with the county 

treasurer of the county in which the owner resides, upon 

for•s to be furnished for this purpose, aftd-te-~de--~ 

s~&sten~ whjch shall require the following information: 

Neee ~ of ownero residence by town and county, business 

or hoae mail address, naae and address of lien holdero 

amount due under contract or lien, name and address of 

•anufacturer, •odel nusber or nameo serial nu•bero and na•e 

and address of dealer or other person from whom acquired. 

The application shall be signed by at least one ownerT or by 

a properly authorized officer or representative of the 

owner. 

(3) If a cectifjcate gf owoershjp fgr a snowmobile has 

previously been ~T~eredT ~under the pro~isions of 

this aet Ch4ptert the application for ~~stret+e" ~ 

certj ficate must be accompanied by the immediately previous 

regTs~et+on-reeeTp~ certjfjcat~ or by an affidavit upon d 

prescribed formT statin<J under oath that the venicle ha·• not 

been operated during the immediately previous y">ar-t£ 
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pre~TdedT--howeverT--that--ehTs--paragr~h--sne++---ftO~-~ 

epp++eeb+e Ibis supsectjgn does nql apply to snowmobiles 

that are purchased as new and unused machines or that were 

operated when tha provisions of this eet ~~ were not in 

force and effect. 

(4) Upon completion of the application ef' 

reg+s~et+eftT in quintuplicat@T on forms furnished by the 

registrar of sotor vehicles, the county treasurer shall 

issue to the applicant two copies of the application~ •erked 

"<tftft~-eert-ii'Tee~e+-re<t*stre~OI'IT• one of which shall be 

marked •tile copyyn~ and forward one copy and the orj~jnal 

application to the registrar of motor vehicles, who shall 

cause to be entered the information contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of his office, 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownershipy 

which shall contain the information found on the 

~gTst~T appljcatjon. e"d t~e Ibe owner shallT at all 

timesT retain possession of the certificate of ownership, 

except when the same is being transmitted to and from the 

registrar of motor vehicles for endorsement or cancellation. 

THE f.E!Ultli;AIE OF QWNEKSHlt' IS NOT REQUIK.E:O TU BE jl.fi>Eni::O 

ANNUALLY• ANP_IS ¥ALIP AS LONG AS JHE PERSON HOLDING II OKN5 

.l!:tE._ii:;:J!iMOBILE. 

(5} uvon dpplication for ~-ew~~s ~ certificate of 

re~+stret+cft gwnershipt a fee of ~we-de++ePS-t+rt ~ shall 
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be paid to the county treasurer, one-half Ttt~ of which fee 

shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the re~istrar 

of motor vehicles. 

{6) Before a ~stration tsx-pajd decal may be 

applied for pursuant to the laws of this stateo the owner 

must present the owner&s certificate of ownership, or copy 

of completed application therefor, as a prerequisite to 

completing the application "for the registrat-ren tax-paj d 

deca1." 

Section 3. Section 53-1014o R.C.M. 194lo is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1014. Transfer of title ar interest. (11 Upon a 

transfer of any t~t+e~-1nterest of an OMner-or-~ner-+fl-or 

certificate gf gwnersbip to a snowaobiley registered under 

the provisi-ons of this -i:---herei rtbefore---reqt:rit"e<f 

chapter, the person or persons whose title or interest is to 

be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for such vehicle, 

in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of 

such certificate. and such signature shall be acknowledgec 

before a notary public. 

(21 Within ten-t10t aays thereafter, the transferee 

shall forward &atft the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

15M-~--eerti-f~e-M:e--of--r~tfllriOftT together with the 

information required under this eet chapter, to the 
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registraro who shall filet~ same upon receipt thereof and 

no c~rtificate of ownership and-ee~~e-af-reg~~t~ 

shall be issued by the registrar of motor vehicles until the 

outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 

their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. The 

registrar of motor vehicles shall collect a fee of two 

d~s--~ ~ for each application for transfer of 

ownership. 

(3) The provisions of subdivision subsectigo (2) of 

this section, requiring a transferee to forward the 

Oftd-_._ certificate of ownership after 

eet"1:i-Heehl--af--~!l't'rri-i0ft to 

endors._m 

the registrar, shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snow•obole to a duly 

licensed snowaobile dealer intendong to resell such vehicle 

and who operates the same only for demonstration purposes, 

but every such dealer shall upon transferring such inte~est 

deliver such certificate of ownership eftd-eertifie-M:e-of 

reg~1:rtlt-i-- with an application for r~~ati--otl ~ 

certjfjcate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this eet cbapter, and the registrar upon 

receipt of sai-d ~ certificate of ownership~-eert+f+ea1:e-&f 

re~s~at~ and application for re~~rat+an a new 

~rtjfjcate• together with the conditional sales contract or 

other lieno if any. shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership and-e~~eete-of regis~~ft together with a 
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statement of any conditional sales contract, mortgage, or 

other lien.• 

Section 4. Section 53-1015, R.c.M. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1015. Lost or mutilated certificates. In the event 

any certificate of re~is~ra~ien or ownership afte++--&e ~ 

lost, mutilated~ or ~becomes illegible• the persons to 

whoa the same $ha++-ftewe-&een ~ issued shall iamediately 

make applicatron for and .ay obtain a duplicate thereof, 

upon payment of a fee of Ofte-do++er-tSlt•" 

Section s. Section 53-1016, R.c.H. 1947o is a.anded to 

read as follo10s: 

•53-1016. Exemptions. Cll The provisions of this eet 

certification of 

tn'te ownershiP• stoa++ i1Q not apply to snoWIIIObi les owned or 

used by the United States or another state or any agency or 

political subdivision thereofo ~~any snowmobile registered 

in a country other than the United States ana to be 

temporarily used within this state for a period of not more 

than ~~t30t dayso or~ any snowmobile registered in 

another state of the ·united Statesy but to be temporar i 1 y 

used within this state for not more than ~~-t3ot days. 

Snowmobiles owned by the state of Hontanay or any agency or 

political subdivision ther~ofr-sft&++-De ~exempt only from 

the payoaent of feesr-tta't ~ sha11 otherwise comply with all 
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the require~nts of this aet chapter. 

(2) No political su&d+y+s~ subdivision of this 

state sha++---toewe--eettoor+tT--~ mAX prescri~e further 

licensing or registration of soow~obiles and no political 

subdivision stoo++ ~ levy fees or charges for use or 

operation of snowaobiles within the subdivision. 

13) Toe proyjsjgns of this chapter wjtb re~pect to 

r~ation and certifjcatjon of owoersbjp do not apg~ 

unr~jstered ~mgAiles owned by ogoresiQents gf the state 

of Montana djsplayiog yjsyal ~roof that a "nonresident 

temporary-use per•it• bas been purcha5ed.• 

Section 6. There is a new R.c.M. section numbered 

53-1016.1 that reads as follows: 

53-1016.1. Nonresident te•porary-use permits. (1) The 

requirements pertaining to the •nonresident 

temporary-snow•obile-use permit• are as follows: 

(a) Application for the issuance of the permit sba11 

be made at locations and upon for~s prescribed by the 

department. The for•s sha11 include but are not li•ited to: 

(i) applicant's name and permanent address; 

(iii ..akeo .uode1r yearo and serial number of th<e 

snowmobile; and 

(iii) affidavit 

afJp1icant. 

declaFing the nonresidency of the 

(o) Upon submission of the application and a fee of 
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Sbo a nonresident temporary-snowmobile-use sticker shall be 

issued. Th~ sticker shall be displayed in a conspicious 

~an~r on the snowmobile. 

(21 The temporary permit is valid for a consecutive 

~5-eey ~ period as d~signated by the permit. 

(3) The permit is not proof of ownership and no 

certificate of ownership ouay be issued. 

(41 All money collected by payment OT fees under this 

section shall be turned over to the state treasurer and 

placed in the earmarked revenue fund to the credit of the 

departaent of fish and game with one-half to be used in 

administering this section and one-half to be used in the 

development, maintenance, and operation 

facilities. 

of snowmobile 

(51 The failure to display the permit as required by 

this section or the making of false stateaents in obtaining 

tne perm•t is a misdemeanor. punishable by a fine of not 

less than S25 or ~re than S100. 

SECTION J. SECTION lb 220• &.,,M, 19;7, IS AMENDED TO 

READ AS f~ 

"Zb-220. License agents -- appointment. The director 

may appoint license agents as needed to sell state huntin9 

and fishing licenses and ao¥ Qermits gr certificates 

Qrescrjbed b¥ the cammjssjooo according to rules adopted by 

the comfllission.• 
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SECIIO~ 8. SECTION 2b-22lo &.c.K. 1947• IS AMENQED TO 

READ AS FOLLOWS: 

•26-221. Bond of license agent-- preferred claim of 

state for 1 icense money. (ll An appointed license agent 

shall furnish a corporate surety bond of one thousand 

dollars (Sl,OOOj, or in an a.ount equal to the value of the 

licenses, ~ermitst and cgrtifjcates received for 

distribution, the amount to be fixed at the discretion of 

the director. The bond shall secure the faithful performance 

of the duties imposed on the license agent and the 

accounting for and pav-ent to the state of all .aneys 

received fro• the sale of hunting and fishing licenses ~ 

qoy perajts or certjficates ~rescrjbed by the commjssign. 

The license agent shall properly account for all unsold 

licenses. pecmjts. and certificates. annually on April 1, or 

at any other time at the request of the director. 

(21 All money received for the sale of licenses~ 

Qermjts. and cgrtjfjcates at all times belongs to the state. 

In case of an assignment for the benefit of creditors, 

receivership, or bankruptcy, the state has a preferred claim 

against th~ assets and estate of a license agent for all 

moneys owed the state." 

SECTIQN 9o SECTION 29 222a &,C.H. l~S AHENOEP -10 

READ AS FOLLOWS: 

•2o-22z. Compensation duties. Lll License agents, 

-lo- sa 111 
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except salaried employees of the department, shall receive 

for all services rendered the sum of fifteen cents (15[1 for 

each Jicense~mjt. or certifjcate issued. On or b~fore 

the lOth day of each month each license agent shall submit 

to the department all duplicates of each class of licenses 

sold during the preceding month and shall accompany the 

duplicate licenses with all 110neys received for the sal.<> of 

the licenses, less a fee of fifteen cents (15[) for each 

license soldo Each license agent shall keep his license 

account open at all reasonable hours to inspection by the 

c~missiono the director, the wardens, or the legislative 

auditor .. 

(2) for purposes of tbjs sectigo. the term •license" 

joclydes any license. permit· and certificate vrescribed by 

the c:oaupi ssj on.• 

SELTIU~ 10. SECTION 26-223, B.C.M. 1247t IS AMENDED IO 

REAQ AS f~ 

"26-223. Ap~ointsents nontransferable -- revocation 

oaths. Appointments of license agents sha11 be 

nontransferaoleo and each appointment shall be valid only at 

the sin~le location of the business as stated on the 

certificate of appointment. Such appointments may be 

summarily r~voked at any time by the state fish and ga~ 

director upon discontinuance of the business at the stated 

location or for noncompliance with the provisions of this 
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act or other re~ulations. Duly appointed license agents are 

h~reby autnorized to administer oaths to applicantc. for 

nunting and fish'a<J licenses ·:toO for othe.L IJ€[mits and 

certifjcates prescribed by the commission.• 

Section 11. Section 53-1017, R.C.M. 1947• is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1017. Report of stolen and recovereJ snowmobiles. 

~~--~h~++--&e-~h~~u~y-o+-the ~ sheriff of every county of 

the state and o~ the chief of police or commissioner of 

police of ~Yery city t~ ~make an im~ediate report to 

the registrar of •otor venicles of all snowmobiles reported 

to him as stolen or recoveredo upon forms provided for by 

the registrar of motor venicles. Fe++tt~e-oft-~he-~rt-o+--&ny 

eH~--!tfte++--b<!-d-d-~ i2 fl~fl>e~e<o-~ft-of'~~-ertd 

~he++--eonst+t~e ~titute2 ~roun~3 +or--~em~e+w Upon 

receipt of such information, the registrar of motor vehicles 

shall file the same in an index to be known as the •scolen 

and recovered snowmobile indexw•~ +t-~he++-e+~o-be-the--duty 

o+-the ~registrar of motor vehicles to ~1 file reports 

of stolen and recovered snowmobiles repor~ed tc him from 

other stat<''>. The registrar of motor vehicles shall ;>repar.: 

once a •onth a list of all snowmobiles stolen or recovered 

<Jurin., the previous month and forward a copy of the same to 

every sheriffy and all police departments in cities of the 

first. second~ and third class. Such list shall also be 
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forwarded to the secretary of statey or other proper 

officialy in each state of the United States. Before a 

certificate of -tH:~------M1'H~-,woridedT-~M-· 

~~~AX be Issued under this ~ chapter, the •otor 

and serial nu~er on the •etor oehoe~~e~is~ered 

..i.Qlldt>b!Jg for wbjcb sucb certificate js tn bg issued shall 

be checked against the •stolen and recovered snow.obile 

index.•• 

Section 12. Section 53-1018o R.t.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1018. Operation on public roads and~ streets~ 

RAILROAD BIGH\~Qf:WAJ. (1) Ho--p~ shell ODerate --e 

e~..._.. Snowmobile operation ..ay be permitted on the 

roadway or shoulder of any 8-the~ public road or highway, 

state highway, county road, er city street. RAILROAD 

R~=DE=KAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS located vithin the 

boundaries of any .unicipality, only in the event that se+d 

~b& street, roado er highway. RAILROAD BI&HI-Qf=WAY OR 

.B.&.IL&IlAlL~ is drifted or covered by snow to such an 

extent that travel thereon by other motor ~ehlcles is 

i•practical or impossibley--or-~ the operator +~-+ft 

pes-~+oft-of'--wr+-t-teti-J)enri-~ has recej ygd per•i ss jon or j s 

otherwi5e aythgrjted for such travely--+~ by the 

municipality in the case of town or city streets, the board 
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of county commissioners for county roads, er the state 

highway patrol for all other highwaysy OR AN OFFICIAL 

REPRESENTATIVE QE THE RAILBQAPo IN THE CASE DE RAILRoAD 

.&llZUI=lJf=WAY 01!. BULRDAQ TRACKS; or lf1'0n those str.--of'--

~o't~-where such operation has been specifically so 

authorized pp wunjcjpal streets by a da-ly-emteted 11unicipal 

ordinlnce. 

(2) A snow.obile may aake a direct crossing of a 

street er highwayY~ RAILROAD RIGHJ-Qf-NAY QR RAILROAD TRACKS 

whoH'e .whenever such crossing is necessary to get to another 

authorized area of operation. Such crossing shall be aade at 

an angle of approximately ~ 2Q degrees ~&t to the 

direction of the l'li!Jh•"t IBAFFIC.y at a place where no 

obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing. The 

snownabile shall .ake a co•plete stop before entering upon 

any ~art of -tfte--l'l+ghwey--or--~ TRAFFIC HAJ, and the 

operator shall yield the ~~-way rjgbt-qf-way to all 

oncoaing traffic. 

(3) No snowmobile ~.ax be operated upon a public 

street e~£ highwayt RAILROAD RlGHT-Qf-WAX OR RAILROAD TRACKS 

when oer~itted to do so by this &e-t ~eL• unless equipped 

with 3t least one head lamp and one tail la~, which shall 

be li~hted at all times during such operation, and unless 

equipped with a suitable braking device which may be 

operated by either hand or foot. 

-lit- SB 177 



1 

2 

3 

't 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

H 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0177/0't 

(4) The operator of a snowmobile who operates his 

vehicle upon a public roadway, street~ or highway RAILROAD 

RIGHT-Of-WAY OR BAILRDAQ TRACKS, when allowed to do so under 

the provisions of this eet chapter shall have in his 

possession a license to drive a aotor vehicle as required by 

the laws of the state of Montana. An operator who crosses a 

street, road, o~ highway, RAILRQAQ RIGHI-QF-WAY OR RAILROAD 

TRACKS. OR WHO OPERATES A SNQWMQBilf UPON A STREETt RQAP• §& 

HIGHWAY• RAI~RQAD RIGHT-DE=WAX DR RAILROAD TRACJS THAI IS 

D&IfTEQ 08 COVEREQ WITH S!,QW IQ SUCH AN EXTENT THAT TRAVEL 

IHEREQN BX OTHER MQTOR VEHICLES IS IMPRACTICAL QR 

lftfQSSIBLE. or who operates a snow.obile in any other areas 

of the state where operation is lawfully permitted~fta++ ~ 

not be required to apply for or possess a driver's license 

under the laws of the state of Montana.• 

Section 13. Sect>on 53-1019, R.c.H. 19't7o is a.ended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1019. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

It sfte++-be ~ unlawful for any person to drive or operate 

any snowmob>le upon a public street or highway in any one or 

more of the following manners: 

(1) *t at a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for motor vehicles•i 

[Z) WhT+e ~ under the influence of intoxicating 

1 iquor or narcotics or habit-forming drugs•~ 
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(3) ~" in a careless or reckless manner so as to 

endanger the person or property of anothery or to cause 

injury or damage to either.~ 

('t) Vi-thout a ligttt:ecl heed ...,.d teilli.ght betweet~ t:fte 

"--~--'~ 
t5t--Qpe~i-ng gperat.jog a snowmobileT or permittin•J 

such operationy by any person who by reason of age or 

physical or mental disability is incapable of operating the 

snowmobile as required for safety under the prevailing 

circumstances." 

Section 1't. Section 53-1020, R.C.H. 1947o is amended 

to read as foll~s: 

•53-1020. Other unlawful operation. Lli No person 

while operating a snowaobilew shelf ~use the same: 

f*tial Fe¥ LQL the purpose of drivingo rallyin~ or 

harassing any of the gaae animals, 

fur-bearing ani1..als of the state, 

pt""O<r-i-dedy-..,..ewe...-t:M~..,_j,AD owner of 

game bi rdso or 

or any livestocky 

livestock is not 

prohibited from sanaging or driving his own livestock by the 

use of snowmobiles and may direct other persons to so ~anage 

or drive nis livestock.--prov+&ed--~~~~~--enet ~the 

department of fish and gameo including its duly authorized 

employees, is not prohioited from man~ging or driving game 

animals, ga11e birds~ or fur-Dearing animals oy the use of 

snowmobiles~wi 
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trt~ TO tQ discharge a firearm fro• or upon a 

snowmobile-..&. 

lei upon a railroad right of-way or railroad track~ 

~XCEPI AS PROVIDED EOR IN SECTIQN 5}-1018. ~~ Ll ~ 

unlawful for offjcecs oc empl 0 yees of aqy railroad ogera±inw 

oyer $UCb traCk$ to operate SQQMWQbjles tberegn; 

ld! wjtbout a li~bted headlight and taillight between 

the hgur3 gf dysk and dawn; 

~4ll Re~~*oft--oF- snow.abile notsew (a) Except as 

provided in this section, every snowmobile shall be equipped 

at all times with noise-suppression devices, including an 

exhaust mufflery in good working order and in constant 

operation. No snowmobile she+l ~be modified by any person 

in any manner that she+-f .lfill allj)lify or otherwise increase 

total noise e•issions to a level greater than that emitted 

by the snowmooile as originally constructed, regardless of 

date of manufacture. 

(b) No new snowmobile manufactured prior to June 30, 

1975o except snowmobiles designated for coepetition purposes 

only, may be sold or offered for sale unless that machine 

has been certified by the ~anufacturer as bein9 able to 

conform to a sound level limitation of not more than 

e+~wo--t82t dbA measured at f+fty--t5ot feet. Every 

person who owns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after 

June 30 0 1972 9 but prior to June 30, 1975, shall maintain 
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his machine in such a manner that it will not exceed a sound 

level limitation of e~y-twe-f82t dbA measured at ~~ 

t50t feet. 

(c) No new snowmooile manufactured after June 30o 

1975• but prior to June 30o 1978o except snowmobiles 

designated for competition purposes only. may be sold or 

offered for sale unless that machine has been certified oy 

the manufacturer as being able to conform to a sound level 

li•itation of not more than ~~+ght-t78t dbA measured 

at +~~~-t5ot feet. Every person who owns or operates a 

snowmobile manufactured after June 30, 1975o but prior to 

June 30, 1978, shall maintain his machine in such a manner 

that it will not excead a sound level limitation of 

t7Bt dbA measured at ~~5ot feet. 

(d) No new snowmobile manufactured after June 30o 

l978o except snowmobiles ~esignated for competition purposes 

only, may be sold or offered for sale unless that machine 

has been certifieo by the manufacturer as oeing able to 

conform to a sound level limitation of not more than 

-se-wenty-H•f".,..--t73t dbA oneasured at +.Pof~-tSOt feet. Every 

person who uwns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after 

June 30• 1978• shall maintain his machine in such a manner 

that it will not exceed a sound level limitation of 

~event~~-t73t dbA measured at of+i'ty-tSOt feet. 

(e) The fish and game commission ~-ftawe--tne 

-16- Sd 171 



1 

2 

~ 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0177/04 

aut~y--te ~ adopt and revise sound level limitations 

for all snowmobiles manufactured after June 30, 1978. 

However, a sound level limitation adopted or revised by the 

commission ~-~ ~ not be higher than a decibel standard 

of ~~y-t~-t73t dbA measured at ~t5ot feet. The 

adoption or revision of sound level liaitation by the 

coe.ission shall be effective beginning June 30 of the 

succeeding calendar year and any sound level limitation 

formally adopted or revised shall remain in effect for a 

mini.um period of ~-t2t years. Every person who owns or 

operates a snowmobile manufactured after June 30, 1978, 

shall maintaon his •achine in co•pliance with the sound 

level li•itation which is applicable to new snowmobiles 

manufactured during the period that a sound level li•itation 

adopted by the co .. ission is in effect. 

(f) A manufacturer who certifies that a new snow•obile 

can comply with the noise li•itation requirements of this 

-ee~ chapter shall affix a permanent notice 

certification to every snowmobile offered for sale 

state of Montana. 

of that 

in the 

(g) In certifying that a new snowmobile can comply 

with the noise limitation requirements of this~ chapter, 

a manufacturer shall make such a certification based upon 

measurements maae in accordance with SA~ recommended 

practice Jl92, as amended. The fish and 3ame commission, in 
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enforcing the provisions of this act, shall 01ake 

measurements of snowmobile noise in accordance with 

applicable practices outlined in the •procedure for sound 

level measurements of snowaobiles• used by the international 

snowmobile industry association (January, 1969), as amended, 

or with such other standards for measurement of sound level 

as the commission may adopt. 

(h) This section does not apply to organized races or 

similar competitive events held on 

(i) private landso with the permission of the owner, 

lessee, or custodian of the landy~ or 

[ii) public lands, with the consent of the public 

agenc~ having the authority to grant such consent• provided 

that total sound produced by such an event ~ &a¥ not 

exceed ~y--t50t dbA at any point +~5ot teet or more 

outside the area under the control of the sponsoring entity. 

p1'"0ff~y~e~~hfl1 J 1'1111~ lte tlr!olewfuJ fer-oi'f'T~-«H" 

et~tp+oye~ of eny-Tt'H roed opet"it·H·ft.,_--o¥e1"--~4'i-~-~,...e~-te 

epe~o~~l'lcwmob~-~~·" 

Section 15. Section 53-1022, R.C.M. ll47, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1022. Enforcement. The followin9 persons may 

enforce the provisions of this~ 

(1) T~ Lne enforcement officers employed by the state 

-20- sa 111 
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department of fish and gaae, with respect to violations 

relating to wildlife or birdso discharging firearms, or 

sound 1 evel limitations. However, with respect to the sal~ 

of any new snowmobile which is subject to the provisions of 

this eet chapter, the attorney general of tne state of 

Montana shail, upon the request of the comaissiono sue for 

the recovery of the p~nalties provided in ~eet~ 53-lOZJy 

and bring an act ion for a rest·raining order, or temporary or 

peraanent injunction,. against a person who sells or offers 

to sell a new snowaobile that does not satisfy the sound 

level li•itations imposed by this~ chapter. 

(2) The ~ sheriffs of the respective counties, and 

the police officers of cities and towns, within their 

respective jurisdictions. and the state highway patrol, with 

respect to any violation of this &et cbaQter upon the public 

streets or highways, or any public right-of-way.• 

Section l6o Section 53-1023• R.~.K. 1947o is a.anded 

to read as follows: 

•53-1023. Penalties. (1) A person who violates any 

provision of this eet ch~ter or a rule end--rega+et~ 

adopted pursuant thereto shall pay a civil penalty of not 

less than ~f-~n--deHttr~-tU5t--ftOr :aL more than ~+.e 

nuftdred-de~~-tS500t for each separate violation. 

(2) A person who willfully violates any provision of 

this eet cba~ter or a rule or--rega+et+on adopted pursuant 
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thereto shall pay a civil penalty of not less than~ 

doHars-t$50t-~ 2L more than one-tn~eftd-do~+er~*$I.ooot 

for each separate violation. 

(3) A manufacturer who certifies that a new snowmobile 

can meet the sound level liaitations imposed by this set 

chapter shall be subject to the penalty provisions of 

subsections (11 and (2) if any machine so certified does not 

meet the appropriate sound level liaitation. 

(41 For the purposes of this section, every sale of a 

ne~ sno~mobile that does not •eet the sound level 

liaitations i.posed by this eet--sfte++ 

constitutes a separate violation.• 

cba;ptec 

Section 17. Section 53-1025o R.~.H. 19.7 1 is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1025. Oisplay of ta~-paid decals on snowaobiles 

required -- application and issuance. tot~ No snowmobile 

~ft&++ ~ be operated by any person in the state of Hontana 

unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place tner~on a 

decal as visual proof that Kontana personal property taxes 

have been pald thereon for the current year. Application for 

the issuance of such tax-paid decal shall be made to the 

county treasurer upon forms to be furnished for this 

purpose. which may be obtained from the r~gistrar of motor 

vehicles or at the county dSSessor•s office in the county 

wherein the owner residesT and +~-to which shall provide foe 
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substantially the following information: name of owner, 

add~ess 9 ~~~~~+en certificate of ownership number, name 

of manufacturer, model number, maket horsepower, year of 

manufacture, statement evidencing assessment, payment of 

property tax, and such other information as the registrar of 

motor vehicles may require. Se+e ~application shall be 

signed by the county treasurer and transmitted by him t~ the 

registrar of motor vehicles accompanied by a fee of twa 

deHer~-tS2t. ·A 11 aoneys co 11 ected fr0.11 payment of such fees 

and all interest accruing fc04 use of these mpneys shall be 

turned over to the state treasurer and placed by him in the 

earmarked revenue fund to ~be credit of the state fish and 

game coamission, with ene delter-ts1t designated for use in 

enforcing the purposes of this ee~ cbaotgr and ene dcl~er 

tS1t designated for use in ee.e+op+ng the deyelgpmgntr 

•aintenance, apd oparatjon of sn~mobile facilities. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved form the registrar of 

motor vehicles or county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant a decal in the style and design prescribed by the 

registrar of motor vehicles and of a different color than 

the preceding year, numbered nu~ee++y consecytjyely. 

tbt~ Before filing the application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall submit the same to the county 

assessor of the county and the county assessor snail enter 

on the application in a place provided for th<lt purpose, the 
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full and true and assessed valuation of the snowmobile for 

the year for which the application is made. 

tet~ The applicant shall pay the county treasurer 

the application fee and shall also pay the personal property 

taxes assessed against the snowmobile for the current year 

before the application +or- regi5trat+on--&r--~~~•en 

may be accepted by the county treasurer.• 

Section 18. Section 53-1025.1• R.~.K. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-102.5.1. Duplicate reg•Hfl!Otion r.,ee+pt-01" decal. 

In the event any r~istJ6ti"" rec~t--er tax-gajd decal 

~ftaiJ ~ .. ~ losto mutilated~ or beeomf! becomes illegible, 

the persons to whom the sa.e ~-fteye--&..eft ~ issued 

shall immediately make application for and may obtain a 

duplicate thereofo upon payment of a fee of ene-do~-tS1t 

to the county treasurer.• 

Section 19. Section 53-1027 0 R.~.H. 1947o is a•ended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1027. Failure to display decal a misdemeanor 

penalty. ~ The failure to display a current tax-paid decal 

during the time provided in this ~t--~he++-een~+t~ 

chapter j~ a ~isdemeanoro punishable by a fine of not less 

than ten-~+~r~--t~&t--nor ~ ~ 2£ more than ~++ty 

o~+~r~-t*5&t ~ ~· 

!2\ All fines and forfeitures collected under Tj~ 
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53s chapter 10 rglatiog to spowmobilgs shall be transmitted 

to the state tL§asurer who sball deposit sych fjnes and 

forfejtures in the earmarked reyenue fynd to the credit of 

the qepartment of fjsh and game to bg used qnl~ for 

sngwwgbile safety and education.• 

Section 20. Section 53-1028• R.c.K. 1947t is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1028. Officers authO-rized to enforce eet chapter. 

The fish and gaae coaaission. enforceeent personnel, the 

sheriffs and their deputies of the various counties of the 

statet the Montana highway patrol, and the police of e~h 

municipality shall enforce the provisions of this ~ 

chapter.• 

Section 21. Section 53-1029t R.C.H. 1947t is amended 

to read as follows: 

1b •53-1029. Issuance of dealer registration certificate. 

17 [1) A dealer registration certificate shall be issued in 

18 accordance with this eet chaptgr. 

19 {2) Upon receipt of dealer application and payment of 

20 fees which will be ~Ye-dellers (S5to the dealer shall be 

21 issued two trt dealer snowmobile identification cards which 

22 ~++ ~ be carried by dealer or dealer's customer when 

23 operating or demonstrating dealer•s snowDObiJes. 

24 (3) No bond ~++~~ ~ required of the dealer. 

25 (4) Additional dealer snowmobile identification cards 
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may be purchased by the dealer for a fee of ~~~ 

tl2t· 

15} A dea.leL __ r: eo_is_t_r at i.on_ _ _ _c~rti f:i c.a te_ _ and 

identjfjcatioo cards exgipe on June 30 follgwjng the date gf 

.,i$SUetnce, 

(b) All .ooey cgllected frog sucb fee$ and all 

Lntere$t acccyjog from yse of this pooey $hall be deposited 

in tbe earparked reyeoue fynd to the credit of tbft 

de~artment of fjsb and gape. with one-half designated fgr 

use in enforcip~ the purposes of this chapter ao4 one=balf 

designated for use jo the deye1qp•nt.• wa-jpseoance. and 

operation of snowwgbile faciljtje$e• 

Section 22. Repealer. Section 53-102~• R.C.Ke 1947o is 

repealed. 

-End-
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TAXATION COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 177 
Page 1 

be amended in the third reading copy as follows: 

1. Amend page 4, section 2, line 17. 
Following: "application" 
Insert: "and a permanent ownership number" 

2. Amend page 4, section 2, line 23. 
Following: "SNOWMOBILE." 

APRIL 5, 1977 

Insert: "The owner of a snowmobile shall display his certificate of ownership 
number on both sides of the cowling of the snowmobile and shall maintain the 
number in legible condition at all times. The number shall read from left to 
right and be marked in Arabic numberals, in block cha~act~s of good proportion, 
and shall be a minimum of 3 inches in height, excluding border or trim, and of 
a color that contrasts with the color of the background." 

3. Amend page 13, section 12, lines 11 and 12. 
Following: "e.nd" 
Strike: "," 
Insert: "and" 
Following: "streets" 
Strike: ", AND RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY" 

(CONTINUED) 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
.TAXATION COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 177 
Page 2 

4. Amend page 13, section 12, line 14. 
Following: "~!:me7" 

APRIL 5, 1977 

Insert: "No person shall operate a snowmobile upon a controlled access highway 
or . facility at any time." 

5. Amend page 13, section 12, lines 16 and 17. 
Following: "er" 
Insert: "or" 
Fl")llowing: "street" 
S~.-rike: ", RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS" 

6. Amend page 13, section ~2, lines 19 and 20. 
Follow:.i.:"" · "er" 
Insert: "or" 
Following: "highway" 
Strike: !', RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS" 

7. Amend ~age 14, section 12, line 1. 
Following: "er" 
Insert: "or" 

8. Amend page 14, section 12, lines 2, 3, 4. 
Following: "highways;" 
Strike: "OR AN OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE RAILROAD, IN THE CASE OF RAILROAD 
RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS" 

9. Amend page 14, section 12, line 9. 
Following: "er" 
Insert: "or" 
Following: "highway," 
Strike: ", RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAU TRACKS" 

10. Amend page 14, section 12, line 20. 
Following: "er" 
Insert: "or" 
Following: "highway.!.." 
Strike: ''RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS" 

11. Amend page 15, section 12, lines 2 and 3. 
Following: "street" 
Strike: "," 
Following: "er" 
I .sert: "or" 
::?ol-~.owing: "highway" 
Strike: "RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS" 

12. Amend page 15, section 12, line 4. 
Following: "chapter" 
Insert: " " , 



.... 
. ., 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
. TAXATION COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 177 

Page 3 

13. Amend page 15, section 12, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "road" 
St+ike: "," 
Following: "or" 
Insert: "or11 

Following: "highway," 
Strike: "RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS," 
Following: "ROAD" 
Strike: "," 
Following: "9R" 
Insert: "or" 

14. Amend page 15, section 12, line 9. 
Following: "HIGHWAY" 
Strike: . 11

, RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY OR RAILROAD TRACKS" 

15. Amend page 17, section 14, lines 3 through 6. 
Following: line 2 
Strike: subsection {c) in its entirety 

Reletter: subsequent subsection. 

APRIL 5, 1977 

AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN ----~1-/JVk!~-----
REP. HERB HUENNEKENS, CHAIRMAN 
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SENATE BILL NO. 177 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLEo GOOOOVERo STORY, DOVERo DEVINE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR THE GENERAL 

REVISION OF LAWS RELATING TO SNOWMOBILES; AMENDING SECTIQNS 

2&-220o 26 221, 26 222o 26 223 AHP TITLE 53, CHAPTER lOo 

R.c.H. 19~T; AND ADDING AUTHORIZATION FOR NONRESIDENT 

TEMPORARY-USE PERMITS; AND REPEALING SECTION 53-102~, R.C.M. 

19~7.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012, R.C.M. 19~To is a~nded to 

read as follo~s: 

•53-1D12· 

chapter. the 

Definition of terms. As used in this ee~ 

follo~inq ter•s shall have the meanings 

indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 

requires that another meaning be ~ intended: 

tetLLl •Person• includes an individual, partnership, 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether incorporated or not, and regardless of the 

deqr~ of formal or9anization. 

tbtLll •SnowMobile• includes any self-propelled 

vehicle of an overall width of ~8 inches or less exclydjng 

accessories desi9"ed priMarily for travel on snow or ice er 

ne~ure+--~erre+n, which may be steered by ~Y skisy or 
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runnersy and which Is not otherwise registered or licensed 

under· the 1 aws of the state of Montana. 

tetLl} •owner• she++-+ne+ede jnclydes every person as 

defined herein, other than a lien holder or other person 

havinq a security interest only, holding reeerd ~i~e ~ 

certjfj~f ownership to a snoweoblleo and entitled to 

the use or possession thereof. 

tdt~ •operator• 

who operates or is in actual 

operation of a snow.obile. 

includfts every person 

physical control of the 

tet~ •Roadway• ~~ineJ~e includes only those 

portions of any highway, roaQa or street laprovedo designed, 

or ordinarily used for travel or parking of •otor vehicles. 

t+t~ •co .. ission• .aans the fish and qa.e co••isslon 

of the state of Montana. 

tgtLll •dbA• Means sound pressure level ~asured on 

the •A• weight scale In decibels. 

~t~ •New snow.obile• means any snow.obile that has 

not been previously sold to an •owner• as defined in 

subsection ~tl31•• 

Section z. Section 53-1013, R.C.M. 19~7. is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1013. Certificate of ownership. (11 No snowmobile 

~ha~ max be operated upon any public or-p~ lands, 

trails, easements, lakes, rivers, strea~s, roadways or 
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shoulders o~ roadways, streets or highways. unless ~ a 

JaLtl.ficate of ownership has first been ~+ .. -< :-d--w+~l'l 

obtajned frgm the reqistrar o~ motor vehicles in a-cordance 

with the laws of this state. 

(2t Before such ~eqistr~ft certi~icate may be 

&ee~~ obtajnedo the owner of a snowmobile shall .ake 

application for a certi~icate o~ ownership with the county 

treasurer of the county in which the owner resides. upon 

forms to be furnished ~or this purpose, end-to- provide ~ 

s~teftt~+~ wbjcb shall require the following in~ormation: 

Ne.e DARB of owner, residence by town and county, business 

or home mail address, name and address o~ lien bolder, 

amount due unde~ contract or lien, name and address o~ 

manu~acturero model nuBber or name, serial number, anu name 

and address o~ dealer or other person ~roa whoa acquired. 

The application shall b~ signed by at least one ownery or by 

a properly authorized officer or representative of the 

o~ner. 

(3) If a certificate gf ownership for a snowmobile has 

previously been ~~eredy ~ under the provisions of 

this ee~ chapter, the application for ~eqist~e~ ~ 

certificate must be accompanied by the immediate_ly previous 

req~~et+oft-~ee+~y certificate or by an affidavit upon a 

prescribed ~or-. statlnq under oath that the vehicle had not 

been operated during the immediately previous year~£ 
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p~ov+de~.--howe•~·--~l'let--~l'l+s--pe~e~~~h--~+---ft~---be 

epp++eeb+e This sybsgction dogs not apply to snowmobiles 

that are purchased as new and unused machines or that were 

operated when the provisions of this ~ chapter were not in 

force and e~fect• 

(4) Upon completion of the app 1i cation ·~ 
~~ret+oft¥ In quintuolicate. on forms furnished by the 

reqistrar of motor vehicles. the county treasurer shall 

issue to the applicant two copies of the application~ me~ 

•owft@r·s-e~+~-o+-~e~~+oft¥• one of which shall be 

•arked •file copy··~ and forward one copy and the orjgjnal 

application to the reqistrar of motor vehicleso who shall 

cause to be entered the information contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of his o~fice, 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownership. 

which shall contain the in~ormation found on the 

~~+~rat+OftV application AND A PERMANENT OWNERSHIP NUMBER~ 

end-the Ib£ owner shall• at all times• retain possession of 

the certificate of ownership, except when the same is beinq 

transmitted to and from the re~istrar of motor vehicles for 

endorsement or cancellation. THE CERTIFICATE Of OWNERSHIP IS 

NOT REQUIRED TO BE RENEWED ANNUALLY• AND IS VA! ID AS LONG AS 

THE PERSON HOLQING II OWNS THE SNOWMOBILE. THE OWNER Of A 

SNOWMOBILE SHALL QISPLAY HIS CERTIFICATE Of OWNERSHIP NUMBER 

ON BOTH SIDES QE THE COWLING Of THE SHQWMQBILE ANQ SHALl 
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MAINTAIN THE NUMBER IN lEGIBLE CQNDITIQN AI ALL TIMES. THE 

NUMBER SHALL REAP FROM LEFT TO RIGHT AND BE MARKEQ IN ARABIC 

NUMERAL So IN BLOCK CHA8ACIEBS Of GQOQ PBOPORIIotb AND SHALL 

BE A MINIMUM Df 3 INCHES IN HEIGHTr EXCLUDING BORQER OR 

IBIMo ANO Of A COLOR THAT CONTRASTS WITH THE COLOR Of THE 

JMCKGRQUNQ, 

(5) Upon applica~ion for en owner·~ a certifica~e of 

~e~~~~+on ownership, a fee of ~o-deller~ i~ 1l shall 

be paid to ~he county treasurer, one-half ~ of which fee 

shall be forwarded by ~he coun~y ~reasurer ~o ~he registrar 

of motor vehicles. 

16) Before a ~~~~ tax=pajd decal aay be 

applied for pursuant to the laws of this state, the owner 

must present the owne~ certificate of ownership, ·or copy 

of completed application therefor, as a prerequisite to 

completin~ the application for the ~+s~~ taK-pajd 

decal.• 

Section 3, Section 53-101'>• s.c.M. 19'>7• is a.ended ~o 

read as follows: 

·~3-lOl't, Transfer of ~~e-~ interest. (1) Uoon a 

transfer of any 't+~+---~"~~~O'f--fte~o-~-HI-1H' 

~ertjfjcate of gwngrshjp to a snowmobiley reqistered under 

the provisions of this ~---es--~ftbe+o~--~~~d 

~~· the person or persons whose title or in~erest is to 

be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and ink 

-5- sa 111 

1 

2 

3 

't 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

SB 0177/05 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for such vehicle, 

in ~he appropria~e space provided upon the reverse side of 

such certificate, and such signature shall be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

{2) Within ~eft--tlot days thereafter, the transferee 

shall forward b~ the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

together with the 

infor•ation required under this ~ chAPter, to the 

regls~raro who shall file the saae upon receipt thereof and 

no certificate of ownership ~·d cer~ificete ef re~is~r~ 

shall be issued by the registrar of •o~or vehicles until the 

outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 

~heir loss established ~o his reasonable satisfaction. The 

registrar of •otor vehicles shall collect a fee of ~ 

6o+~s-~~ 1l for each application for transfer of 

ownership. 

{3) The provisions of sabdiwi~ien subsection (2) of 

this section, requiring a 

certificate of ownership 

transferee to forward the 

after endorsement eftd--~e 

eer~~f~ee~-of-~~~~~~~eft to the reqistraro shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to a duly 

licensed snow~obile dealer intending to resell such vehicle 

and who operates the sa~ only for de•onstration purposes, 

but every such dealer shall upon transferring such interest 

deliver such certificate of ownership eft~-~~+f+~-of 

-6- SB 117 



1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2Z 

23 

2ft 

25 

SB 0177/05 

f'~+st:fitt:i-oft with an -.ppl ication fo~ t'e~ff.-M+oft A-lli:1!l 

ce~tjfjcate executed by the new owne~ In acco~dan... ·•ith the 

p~ovisions of this oet: chaote~, and the ~eqistra~ upon 

~eceipt of se+d ~ certificate of ownershlpy-ee~eo~-~ 

t"e~+st:t'ot:+oft and application for f'e~et:+oft ~ 

certjfjcateo together with the conditional sales contract or 

other lien, if anyo sha1l issue a new certificate of 

ownership ttrtd--eet"t:-i-f'+eftt:e--M-t"egHt:1"et:+on together with a 

state•ent of any conditional sales contract, •ortgage, or 

other lien.• 

Section ft. Section 53-1015o R.c.M. 191t7o is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1015. Lost or ~utilated certificates. In the event 

any certificate of re~iat:ret:~--er ownership~?-~~ 

lost, •utilated~ or beeoee beco•es illegible, the persons to 

whom the same ahs++-h~-beeft ~ issued shall iMmediately 

•ake application for and may obtain a duplicate thereof, 

upon payment of a fee of Ofte-de++ftt'-fS1t.• 

Section 5. Section 53-1016, R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1016. Exemptions. (11 The provisions of this eet: 

.~;;~, with respect to .-e~i stret:Teft-t!IHI cert i.f i cation of 

t:+t:+e ownershiP• she++~ not apply to snowmobiles owned or 

used by the United States or another state or any aoency o~ 

political subdivision thereof• or any snowmobile registered 
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in a country other than the United States and to be 

temporarily used within this state for a period of not more 

than t:h+f't:y--t3ot days, or lQ any snowsobile ~eqistered in 

another state of the United States~ but to be temporarily 

used within this state for not more than t:h+r~-t3ot days. 

Snowmobiles owned by the state of Montana~ or any agency or 

political subdivision thereofy-~+-be ~exempt only from 

the payment of feesT-but: ~shall otherwise comply with all 

the requirements of this eet: chapter. 

(2) No political ~+.+s+ons subdjvjsjon of this 

state ~--h&Ye--a.t:hot'+t:y--to max prescribe further 

licensing or registration of snowmobiles and no political 

subdivision she++~ levy fees or charges for use or 

operation of snoNaObiles within the subdivision. 

13) The prgyjsjgns of tbjs chapter with respect to 

registratjgo and certifjcatign of ownershjp do opt apply to 

uocegj$tered snowmobile$ owned by ngnresjdeot§ of the state 

of Montana djsplayjng y!sual proof that a •nonresident 

temporary-use perajt.• has been purcba$ed,• 

Section 6. There is a new R.c.H. section numbered 

53-1016.1 that reads as follows: 

53-1016.1. Nonresident temporary-use oer~its. fl) The 

requirements pertaining to the •nonresident 

te~porary-snoWMobile-use permit• are as follows: 

(a) Application for the issuance of the permit shall 
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be made at locations and upon forms prescribed by the 

departMent. The forMS shall include but are not limited to: 

(i) applicant's na~ and perManent address; 

(iii •akeo model, year, and serial nu•ber of the 

snow~bile; and 

(iii) affidavit declaring the nonresidency of the 

applicant. 

Cb) Upon subaission of the application and a fee of 

$6, a nonresident teMPorary-snow.obile-use sticker shall be 

issued. The sticker shall be displayed in a conspicious 

manner on the snov.obile. 

(2) The te~orary per•lt is valid for a consecutive 

~5-dey ~ period as designated by the perMit. 

(3) The per•lt is not proof of ownership and no 

certificate of ownership may be issued. 

(4) All •oney collected by payment of fees under this 

section shall be turned over to the state treasurer and 

placed in the earmarked revenue fund to the credit of the 

department of fish and game with one-half to be used in 

administering this section and one-half to be used in the 

development, 

facilities. 

•aintenance, and operation of snow•obile 

(5) The failure to display the per•lt as required by 

this section or the making of false statements in obtaining 

the permit is a misde.eanoro punishable by a fine of not 
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less than $25 or more than $100. 

SECTION 1. SECTION 26=220o R.C.Me 1941o IS AMENQEO TO 

READ AS FOLLOWS: 

•26-220. License agents -- appoint.ent. The director 

May appoint license agents as needed to sell state hunting 

and fishing licenses and any per•its or certificates 

prescribed by tbe co .. ;ssion, according to rules adopted by 

the co .. ission.• 

SECIIQN Be SECTION 26-221s R.C.Me 1947t IS AMENDED TO 

READ AS FOLLOWS: 

"26-221• Bond of license aqent --preferred clai• of 

state for license money. (1) An appointed license agent 

shall furnish a corporate surety bond of one thousand 

dollars (SloOOO)o or in an -.aunt equal to the value of the 

licenses. per•its• and certjfjcatea received tor 

distribution, the aDPunt ~o be fixed at the discretion of 

the director. The bond shall secure the faithful per~or.ance 

of the duties iMposed on the license agent and the 

accounting for and payment to the state of all •oneys 

received fro• the sale of hunting and flshinq licenses and 

anx_perwjts or certjfjcates prescrjbed by the commjs$jon. 

The license agent shall properly account for all unsold 

licenses• permjtsw and certificates. annually on ~prll 1o or 

at any other ti.e at the request of the director. 

(Zl ~11 •oney received for the sale of licenses~ 
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permjts. and certificates at all times belonqs to the state. 

In case of an assion~ent for the benefit of -1itors 9 

receivership, or bankruptcy, the state has a preferrPd claim 

against the assets and estate of a license agent for all 

moneys owed the state.• 

SECTION 9. SECTION Z6=22Zo R.C.Me 12t7o IS AMENQEO TO 

REAP AS fOLLOWS: 

•Z6-2Z2. Coapensation -- duties. L41 License agents, 

except salaried e•ployees of the depart•ent, shall receive 

for all services rendered the su~ of fifteen cents (15(t for 

each license. penait. or certificate issued. On or before 

the lOth day of each month each license agent shall sub.it 

to the depart.ant_all duplicates of each class of licenses 

sold during the preceding month and shall accoap~~Y the 

duplicate licenses with all moneys received for the sale of 

the licenses, less a fee of fifteen cents (15[) for each 

license sold. Each license agent shall keep his license 

account open at all reasonable hours to Inspection by the 

commission, the director, the wardens, or the legislative 

auditor. 

(Zt for purposes of this section• the term "license• 

jncludes any Jjcense. permit• and certjficate pr~scrjbed by 

the cocwjssjoo.• 

SECIIQN 10. SECTION 26-223. 8.C 8 H. 1247o IS AMENQEQ TQ 

REAP AS FOLLQWS: 
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"26-223. Appointments nontransferable -- revocation 

oaths. Appointments of license agents shall be 

nontransferable, and each appointment shall be valid only at 

the sinQle location of the business as stated on the 

certificate of appointment. Such appointments may be 

summarily revoked at any time by the state fish and qame 

director upon discontinuance of the business at the stated 

location or for noncompliance with the provisions of this 

act or other regulations. Duly appointed license agents are 

hereby authorized to administer 

hunting and fishing licenses 

oaths to applicants for 

and for other permits and 

certificates prescrjbed by the co--ission.• 

Section 11. Section 53-1017, R.c.M. 12~7, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1017. Report of stolen and recovered snowmobiles. 

t~-sfte++-be~-~y-of~ IhB sheriff of every county of 

the state and &f the chief of police or commissioner of 

police of every city~~ •ake AD i..adiate report to 

the r&gistrar of motor vehicles of all snowMObiles reported 

to him as stolen or recoveredw upon forms provided for by 

the registrar of motor vehicles. Fe~~-eft~he ~er~-e+-efty 

o~~+ee~-sne++-be deemed to-be ±2 ~sfeosoftce-?ft--o+++ee--eftd 

sho++--cofts~itate con:t~tute2 ~ftd5--for--re.awo1w Upon 

receipt of such information, the registrar of motor vehicles 

shall file the saae in an index to be known as the •stolen 
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1 and recovered snowmobile index~•. +~-she+f efso be the duty 

2 o~-~ lba registrar of ~otor vehicles ~o ~file reports 

3 of stolen and recovered snowmobiles reported to hiM froM 

4 other states. The registrar of motor vehicles shall prepare 

5 once a •onth a list of all snowmobiles stolen or recovered 

6 during the previous .oath and forward a copy of the sa.e to 

1 every sheriffT and all police depart~nts in cities of the 

8 first, second• and third class. Such list shall also be 

9 forwarded to the secretary of state. or other proper 

10 offlcialT in each state of the United States. Before a 

11 certificate of H*--es---n-Hof'cwe---l!lroo I ded+ S'fteH 

12 ownership •ar be issued under this eH &haptec, the •otor 

13 and serial number on the ~--v~e+e--~e--be-~tered 

14 sogwpobjle for wbi&h sych certlfj&ate is to be jssyed shall 

15 be checked against the •stolen and recovered snoWMobile 

16 index.•• 

l1 Section 12. Section 53-1018, R.c.H. 19~7, Is a-ended 

lll to read as follows: 

19 •53-1016. Operation on public roads oftdx AtiQ streets% 

20 *Hf! -fbltttfHHI9==!HtiHf=6E=ItH• I 1) He-~Mt-flte-H-~ete-., 

21 ~ftowmob++e-~-e-eon~rofled eeees~-ft+ghvey-or-~+++ty--e~ 

22 eny~+me~ NO PERSON SHALl OPERATE A SNOWMOBILE UPON A 

23 CONTROLLfQ ACCESS HIGHWAY 08 fACiliTY AI ANY IIHf• 

24 Snowmobile operation may be per11itted on the roadway or 

25 shoulder of any~~ public road or highway, state highway, 

-l3- SB 117 

1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0117/05 

county road, cw lJ.I!. cl ty street-.=ftitft!JfMB Bf&tH BE HAY=ilft 

BAttft969=--fft*EKS locat~d within the boundaries of any 

municipality, only in the event that sa+d thB street, roado 

or .11B hI ~hwayy==ft!ft:Bitlsft=BI6!11 Bf=W#t:Y:tJR BAIUUWtflMI\5 is 

drifted or covered by snow to such an extent that travel 

thereon by other 11otor vehicles is i•practical or 

i 111poss i b 1 e...-OP-IfMft.L the operator +s--+tt--~~+-of'--e 

wr+~-pe~ bas receiyed per•ission or js otherwise 

authorjzed for such travely-~ by the aunicipality in 

the case of town or city streets, the board of county 

co111111issioners for county roads, or ~-.11& the state highway 

patrol for all other hiqhwaysy ftft:AN SfFI61AL ftEPftfSENIAfiVE 

flf'-_-Htf:=lbH~IHilkttr--4N--'f+IE_ E#tSE BE RAILBBAB H&tff-SF HA¥ 8R 

tb\ftft88&=fitM;K5: or ttpon-~hose s~reets--of'--e-lletri~e++t:y 

whepe such operation has been specifically so authorized gn 

muni&ipal street$ by a dtt+y enee~ 11unicipal ordinance. 

(2) A snow.obile •ay Rake a direct crossing of a 

street or DR highwayy~ 

~ where wbenever such crossing is necessary to get to 

another authorized area of operation. Such crossinQ shall be 

Made at an angle of approximately ~ 2n deqrees ~&t to 

the direction of the-ft+1hwey TRAEEICy at a place where no 

obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing. The 

snowmobile shall make a complete stop before entering upon 

any part of ~~--h+~w~--reed IBAfflC WAY, and the 
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operator shall yield the ~~~~ey rjght-of-way to all 

oncoMinq traffic. 

(3) No snowmobile~ .ax be operated upon a public 

street e~ .llR.L hi ghway.s. ft11fHt91t&=-!U61!J Bf=lrlt"=M=-JtHHI.Bfsft 

"~ when penoitted to do so by this ee~ chap:t.er• unless 

equipped with at least one head laMp and one tBil laMP• 

which shall be lighted at all ti.es during such operation. 

and unless equipped with a suitable braking device which may 

be operated by either hand or foot. 

(4) The operator of a snowaobile who operates his 

vehicle upon a public roadway, streetx ~ DB highway 

8t+tft86B IJM!f &f MAY 8ft ftAikftSAB lRAEKSt when allowed to do 

so under the provisions of this ~ cbaoter. shall have in 

his possession a 1 icense to drive a •otor vehh.le as 

required by the laws of the state of Montana. An operator 

who crosses a street, road. e~ ~ highway, B*ftft86B 

RtfiHf=Bf=HAY= 88 8A!tft86ft=-JRAEK5w OR WHO OPERATES A 

SNQWMQ81lE UPQN A STREETt RQAOy Bft UR HIGHHAYy RA1tft8AB 

fti6HT HF WA¥-aft~RSAB TRAEKS THAT IS QRIFTED OR COVERED 

WITH SHOW TO SUCH AM EXTENT THAI TRAVEL IHEREQH BY OTHER 

MOTOR VEHICLES IS IMPRACTICAL OR IMPOSSIBLE. or who operates 

a snowMObile in any other areas of the state where operation 

is lawfully perMitted•-~ ~ not ee required to apply for 

or possess a driver•s license under the laws of the state of 

Montana." 
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l Section 13. Section 53-1019• R.c.K. 1947o is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 "53-1019. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

4 It she++-be ~ unlawful for any person to drive or operate 

5 any snowmobile upon a public street or highway in any one or 

6 more of the followinq eanners: 

1 (l) •~ 4t a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

8 for motor vehicleswi 

9 (2) Wh++e ~ under the influence of intoxicating 

10 liquor or narcotics or habit-foreing drugs•i 

11 {3) ~ft in a careless or reckless ~anner so as to 

12 endanqer the person or property of another-. or to cause 

13 injury or damage to eitherwi 

14 14t ~ ~eilliqh~ be~ween ~ 

15 h-rs ef'-dastt aftd de-

16 +St--Bpe~~ operating a snow.abile. or perMitting 

11 such operation. by any person who by reason of age or 

18 physical or mental disability is incapable of operating the 

19 snoweobile as required for safety under the prevailing 

2:0 -c.ircu111stances.• 

21 Section 14. Section 53-1020• R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

22 to read as follows: 

23 •53-1020. Other unlawful operation. Ll! No person 

lit while operating a snoweobile• shel1 .ax use the same: 

25 t+t~ Fe~ £aL the purpose of driving, raltying.s. or 
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qa!De birdso or 

or any livestocky 

liyestock is not 

prohibited from .anaginq or driving his own livestock by the 

use of snowMObiles and may direct other persons to so manage 

or drive his livestock~ ~rewi~e~~ftep--~~ and the 

department of fish and ga.e, including its duly authorized 

e~loyees, Is not prohibited fro• managing or driving ga.e 

ani.also qa~ birds~ or fur-bearing animals by the use of 

snoweobiles~•i 

t~tLA! ~ ~ discharge a firear• from or upon a 

snowmobllewi 

BH::.~:ftS-t'RBHBEB-f'8R-+N-SECT18N 53 l81Ba ~ ft ~ 

~ witbmJt a lighted headlight and tajllight 

between the hours of dusk an~ 

t~!Zl ~~~-ieft--ef--sn~+e ne;see (a} Except as 

provided in this section, every snowmobile shall be equipped 

at all times with noise-suppression devices, Including an 

exhaust mufflery in good working order and in constant 

operation. No snowMObile ~e++ mAX be ~dified by any person 

in any manner that she~ Klll amplify or otherwise increase 

total noise emissions to a level qreater than that emitted 
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by the snow~bile as originally constructed, regardless of 

date of manufacture. 

(b} No new snowmobile manufactured prior to June 30t 

1975o except snoNmObiles designated for competition purposes 

only. may be sold or offered for sale unless that aachine 

has been certified by the manufacturer as being able to 

conform to a sound level limitation of not more than 

e~~we--f82~ dbA measured at fif~y f5ot feet. Every 

person who owns or operates a snowmobile •anufactured after 

June 30t 1972o but prior to June 30o 1975, shall maintain 

his machine in such a •anner that it-will not exceed a sound 

level li~ltation of e*~ty two t82t dbA .aasured at ~ 

t5ot feet. 

(c} No new snoWMObile •anufactured after June 30t 

1975, but prior to June 30, 1978, except snowmobiles 

designated for competition purposes only, •ay be sold or 

o~fered for sale unless that machine has been certified by 

the aanufacturer as being able to confor• to a sound level 

li~itation of not more than SeYenty eight f78t dbA measured 

at f-+~~y--t5ot feet. Every person who ovns or operates a 

snowmobile manufactured after June 30t 1975, but prior to 

June 30, 1978 9 shall maintain his machine in such a manner 

that it vill not exceed a sound level ll•itation of 

seyen~-e~-t78t dbA measured at f-++ty-f50t feet. 

(~) No new sno~obile manufactured after June 30o 
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1978, except snow.obiles designated for competit;on Purposes 

only. •ay be sold or o~fered for sale unless that •achine 

has been certified by the Manufacturer as bein~ able to 

conform to a sound level liaitation of not more than 

~~ree--t73t dbA aeasured at Hfl:y-t5ot feet. Every 

person who owns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after 

June 30, 1978• shall aaintain his aachine in such a aanner 

that it will not exceed a sound level limitation of 

~event:y-t:ftree-t73t dbA -asured at of+ftrt5ot feet. 

(et The fish and game coa•ission ~all ha•e t:he 

~~y--t:e ~ adopt and revise sound level liaitations 

for all snoMaobiles .anufactured after June 30, 1978. 

However, a sound-level llaitation adopted or revised by the 

coamission ~et+ max not be higher than a decibel standard 

of ~ewent:y-t:hree--t73t dbA -asured at of~50t feet. The 

adoption or revision of sound level limitation by the 

commission shall be effective beginning June 30 of the 

succeeding calendar year and any sound level limitation 

foraally adopted or revised shall remain in effect for a 

minimum period of t:we-t2t years. Every person who owns or 

operates a sno~obile manufactured after June 30, 1978, 

shall aaintain his machine in compliance with .the sound 

level limitation which is applicable to new snowmobiles 

•anufactured during the period that a sound level liaitation 

adopted by the commission is in effect. 
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(fl A manufacturer vho certifies that a new snowmobile 

can comply with the noise liaitation requireMents of 

eet: chapter shall affix a permanent notice of 

this 

that 

certification to every snowmobile offered for sale in the 

state of ~ontana. 

(q) In certifying that a new snowaobile can comply 

with the noise limitation requirements of ~his~ ~pXe£. 

a manufacturer shall nake such a certification based upon 

measureeents made in accordance with SAE ..-eco-ended 

p..-actice J192, as aaended. The fish and ga- co .. ission. in 

enforcing the provisions of this act, shall make 

-asurements of snoWIIObile noise in accordance ~ith 

applicable practices outlined in the •procedure for sound 

level aeasure.ents of snovaobiles• used by the international 

snowmobile industry association (January, 1969)• as amended, 

or with such other standards for measurement of sound level 

as the commission may adopt. 

(ht This· section does not apply to orQanized races or 

similar competitive events held on 

(i) p..-ivate lands, with the permission of the owner, 

lessee, or custodian of the landy~ or 

(II) public lands• ~ith the consent of the public 

agency having the authority to grant such consent• provided 

that total sound produced by such an event ~ max not 

exceed ~??t:y--t50t dbA at any point T+Tt:y-t5ot feet or more 
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outside the area under the control of the sponsorinq entity. 

t<rt--'*'""'-.-e+ffee.t-..~-ei'--y--cw--1"1ri-+foosd ~~edt• 

ewtp~--~-.,_e++f'OIId-_,....M+tt~--- safd ~raeks--n 

II!>"'~M"'--IIt>++t!-~h<!PellftY• 

Section 15. Section 53-102Zo R.~.M. 1947o is a.ended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1022. Enforca.ent. T1~ followinq persons .ay 

enforce the provisions of this ~ chapter: 

(1» ~he~ enforcement officers e~loyed by the state 

depart~nt of fish and gaaeo with respect to violations 

relating to wildlife or birds, dischargi~g firear•so or 

sound level li~itations. However, with respect to the sale 

of any new snow•obile which is subject to the provisions of 

this ee~ chapter, the attorney general of the state of 

Montana shallo upon the request of the com~issiono sue for 

the recovery of the penalties provided in se~ 53-1023• 

and brinq an action for a restraining ordery or temporary or 

per•anent injunctiony against a person who sells or offers 

to sell a new snow~obile that does not satisfy the sound 

level li~itations imposed by this ee~ chapter. 

121 ~he~ sheriffs of the respective countiesy and 

the police officers of cities and townso within their 

respective jurisdictions, and the state highway patrol, with 

respect to any violation of this~ chapter upon the public 
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streets or highwaysy or any public right-of-way.• 

Section 16. Section 53-1023o R.~.M. 194lo is a•ended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1023. Penalties. Cl) A person who violates any 

provision of this ~ chaptgr or a rule 

adopted pursuant thereto shall pay a civil penalty of not 

less than ~en dofta~s f$15t--nor ~ ~ore than ~ 

huft~-de++e~-f$500t for each separate violation. 

(2) A person who willfully violates any provision of 

this ee~ chapter or adopted pursuant 

thereto shall pay a civil penalty of not less than ~ 

de~Jers f$5Gt-n~ AL .are than ene t~easend dollars CSloOODt 

for each separate violation. 

(3) A ~anufacturer who certifies that a new snowaobile 

can meet the sound level li•itations imposed by this set 

chapter shall be subject to the penalty provisions of 

subsections (1) and (2) if any machine so certified does not 

•eet the appropriate sound level li•itation. 

(It) For the purposes of this section, every sale of a 

new sno-obile that does not meet the sound level 

1 i•itations i~osed by this ee~-sftll++- eens~i~ chapter 

constjt~ a separate violation.• 

~ection 11. Section 53-1025• R.~.M. 19~7. is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1025. Display of tax-paid decals on snow~biles 
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required -- application and issuance. tetLll No snow~obile 

~he++~ be operated by any person in the state ~ Montana 

unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place ~hereon a 

decal as visual proof that Montana personal property taxes 

have been paid thereon for the current year. Application for 

the issuance of such tax-paid decal shall be Made to the 

county treasurer upon for•s to be furnished for this 

purpose, which may be obtained fro• the reqistrar of •otor 

vehicles or at the county assessor's office in the county 

wherein the owner residesy and ~ wbich shall provide for 

substantially the following information: naae of owner, 

address, ~~ certificate gf ownerAhip nu~ero na8e 

of aanufacturer,_ .adel nu~ero makeo horsepower, year of 

aanufactureo state.ent evidencing assess•ento pay•e••t of 

property tax, and such other infor•ation as the registrar of 

motor vehicles •ay require. Se+d lbR application shall be 

signed by the county treasurer and trans•itted by him to the 

registrar of MOtor vehicles acca.panled by a fee of ~e 

de++~tS2t. All DDneys collected fro. payaent of such fees 

and all interest accruing fro• use of these moneys shall be 

turned over to the state treasurer and placed by hi• in the 

ear•arked revenue fund to the credit of the state fish and 

ga.e commission, with ene-de~tS1t designated for use in 

enforcing the purposes of this ~ chapter and ene-do~ 

tS1t designated for use in de¥e+epfn~ the development• 
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majntenanceo and operation of snowmobile facilities. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved for• the reaistrar of 

motor vehicles or county treasurer shall issue to the 

applicant a decal in the style and desiqn prescribed by the 

registrar of .otor vehicles and of a different color than 

the preceding year, numbered DH~+ee++y consecutively. 

tbtlZ! Before fiJing the application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall submit the same to the county 

assessor of the county and the county assessor shall enter 

o~ the application in a place provided for that purpose, the 

full and true and assessed valuation of the snowmobile for 

the year for which the application Is •ade. 

tetLll The applicant shall pay the county treasurer 

the application fee and shall also pay the personal property 

taxes assessed against the snowMObile for the current year 

before the application~- ~e~is~~ion or rere~istre~ 

may be accepted by the county treasurer.• 

Section 18. Section 53-1025.1, R.c.M. 191t7o is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1025.1. Ouolic~te ~~~re~+en--rfte@~~ decal. 

In the event any ~~+~~-reee+~-er tax-pajd decal 

sho++--be L$ lost, •utilated£ or &eeo.e bgcomes illegible, 

the persons to whom the sa.e ~e++--hoYe--been ~ issued 

shall i•~ediately •ake application for and may obtain a 

duplicate thereofo upon pay•ent of a fee of one-de++er--tSlt 
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to the county treasurer." 

Section 19. Section 53-1021, R.t.K. 1941, is a•ended 

to read as follows: 

"53-1021. Failure to display decal a misdemeanor 

penalty. Lll The failure to display a current tax-paid decal 

during the tiae provided in this eet-~l eenst~ 

chapter js a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less 

than ten--tle+foan fSi:&t--mw ~ .ll.Q Q£ 110re than i'+fty 

del\ers-t*§&t ~ ~· 

ill- All fines and forfeitures collected yoder Title 

53. chapter 10 relating to snowwobiles shall be transmitted 

to the state ~reasurer who shall deposit such fjngs and 

forfeitures In the earmarked revenue fund to the creQjt of 

the departaent of fish and game to be ysed only for 

~QQWCQhjle safety and educatjgn.• 

Section 20. Section 53-1028• R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•53-1028. Officers authorized to enforce ~ chapter. 

The fish and game commission, enforc.-ent personnel, the 

sheriffs and their deputies of the various counties of the 

state, the Montana highway patrol, and the police of each 

municipality shall enforce the provisions of this ftet 

~;b.iUl.t&J:_ ... 

Section 21. Section 53-1029, R.t.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 
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•53-1029. Issuance of dealer registration certificate. 

(1) A dealer registration certificate shall be issued in 

accordance with this eet chapter. 

(2) Upon receipt of dealer appllcation and payment of 

fees which will be ~+Ye-tleflers fS5t• the dealer shall be 

issued two t~t dealer snowmobile identification cards which 

-~~ ~ be carried by dealer or dealer's custo•er when 

operating or deMOnstrating dealer•s snow.obiles. 

(3) No bond w+l~-be u required of tbe dealer. 

(~) Additional dealer snow.obile identification cards 

may be purchased by the dealer for a fee of ~dollars 

tS2t• 

15) A d&aler registration certificate and 

jdgntificatjoo cards exoira on June 30 following the date of 

issuance. 

(b) All money collected fro• such tees and all 

Interest accruing from use of this money shall be deposited 

~n the earMarked reygnue fund to the credjt gf the 

department of fish and game• with one-half designated for 

u~enforcjng the pyrposes of this chapter and one=balf 

~esignated tor use jn the deyelgpment• •alntenance• and 

operatjoo~owgobjle facjlitie$•• 

Section 22. Repealer. Section 53-102~. R.t.H. 19~7. is 

repealed. 

-End-
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