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BY ~ (?~wf: L~ 

A BILL FOR AM ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO lftEBD SECTION 

Bll-202, R,C.H. 19Q7, TO EIE~PT PROPERTY OP IRRIGATIOJ 

DISTRICTS FRO! TAI!TIOJ AID TO A!EBD SECTIOJ 89-1702, B,c.e. 

19~7, TO EIE!PT EQUIPMENT, HACHIHEBY, !0108 VEHICLES, AND 

OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY BELONGING TO IRRIGATICH DISTRICtS 

PRO~ STATE, COUMTY, OR !UIICIPAL TAXATIOI; A!EIDING S!CTIOI 

53-106, B.c.~. 19117." 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LBGISLITUBE OP THE StATE CF !ONTARA: 

section 1. Section BQ-202, R.C,ft. 19Q7, is aaended to 

read as fallows: 

"84-202. Exeaptions fro• tazation. (1) (a) The 

property of the united States, the state, counties, cities, 

towns, school districts, irrigati2B _ _9istric!§__~g!RiZ~1 

und~ __ the ___ l~!§__of Montana and not operating for profi!L 

municipal corporations, public libraries, buildings with 

land they occupy and furnishings therein owned by a church 

and used for actual religious worship and for residences of 

the clergy, together with adjacent land reasonably necessary 

for convenient use of sncb buildings owned by a church, such 

ether property as is used ezclusively far agricultural and 

horticultural societies, for educational purposes, hospitals 
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and places of burial not used or held for private or 

corporate pro£it, and institutions of purely public charity, 

evidence of debt secured by 1ortgages of record upon real or 

personal property in the state of ~ontana, and public art 

galleries and public observatories not used or held for 

private or corporate profit, are exeapt froa taxation, but 

no aore land than is necessary for such purpose is exeapt. 

(b) ~s used in this subsection, the tera •institutions 

of purely public charity" shall include organizations owning 

and operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged 

or chronically ill which are not operated for gain or 

profit; and tbe ter•s "public art qalleries and Fnblic 

observatories" shall aean only such art galleries and 

observatories whether of public or pri'fate ownership, as are 

open to the public, vitbout charge or fee at all reasonable 

hours, and are used for the purpose of education only. 

(2) When a clubhouse or building erected by cr 

belonging to any society or orqanization of honcrably 

discharged· United States soldiers, sailors or aarines vha 

served in army or na'fy of United States, is used exclusively 

for educational, fraternal, benevolent or purely public 

charitable purposes, rather than for gain or profit, 

together vith the library and furniture necessarily used in 

any such building, such property is exempt fro• taxaticn, 

and all property, real or personal, in tbe possession cf 
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legal gua~dians of inco•petent veterans of the world iar or 

•inor dependents of such veterans, where such property is 

funds or derived fro• funds received fro• the United states 

as pension, co•pensation. insurance, adjusted cc•pensaticn. 

or gratuity, shall be eze•pt fro• all tazation . as property 

of the United States while held by the guardian, tut not 

after title passes to the veteran or •inor in his or her own 

right on aecount of reaoval of legal disability. 

(3} 111 household goods and furniture, including 

clocks, •usical instru•ents. sewing •acbines, wearing 

apparel of •e•bers of the fa•ily actually used by the owner 

for personal and do•estic purposes. or for furnishing or 

equipping the faaily residence are eze•pt fro• tazation. 

(4} Freeport •ercbandise shall be eze•pt fro• 

tazation. Freeport •erchandise •eans those stocks of 

aerchan1ise aanufactured or produced outside this state 

which are in transit through this state and consigned to a 

warehouse or other storage facility, fUblic or private, 

within this state, for storage in transit prier to ship•ent 

to a final destination outside the state, and which have 

acquired a taxable situs within the state. 

stocks of •erchandise de not lose their status as 

freeport merchandise because while in the storage facility 

they are asseabled, bound, joined, processed, disasse•bled, 

divided, cut, broken in bulk, relabeled or repackaged. 
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Any person, corporation, fir•, partnership, 

association, or other group seeking to qualify its property 

for inclusion in this class shall •ake application to the 

state department of revenue in such aanner or for• as •ay ce 

required by the depart•ent. 

(5) [The following agricultural products are eie•pt 

fro• taxation:] 

(a} All unprocessed, perishable fruits and vegetables 

in far• storage and owned by the producer are ezeapt fro• 

taiation. 

(b) All nonperishable unfrocessed agricultural 

products eicept livestock, held in possession of the 

original Froducer for less than seven (7) •ontbs following 

harvest. 

(c) Livestock, defined as cattle, sheep, horses, or 

•ules, which have not attained tbe age of nine (9) months as 

of the last day of any aonth. 

(6} ~oneys and credits are eze•pt fro• tazaticn. 

(7) A capital invest•ent in a recognized ncnfossil 

for• of energy generation is eieapt to tbe eitent provided 

under section 84-7403." 

Section 2. section 89-1702, R.c.~. 1947. is aaended to 

read as fallows: 

"89-1702. Exemption of irrigation district ~roferty. 

The bonds issued under the previsions of this act, rights of 
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vay, ditches, flu•es, pipelines, da•s, water rights, 

reservoir~. ae4 etee£ p£epe£•f ef li~e aea£ae•e£, ~~!~ 

•ac~in~. •otor vehicles, and all othek _person~l--£k2£££!l 

belonging to any irrigation district, seall organized under 

the lavs_cf ~ontana apd not operating tor profit •al net be 

ta~ed for state, county, or •unicipal pur~oses.• 

Section 3. section 53-106, B,C,M. 19~1. is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-106. Ru•ber plates. (1) Every •otor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a nu•ber plate, bearing 

the distinctive nu•ber assigned such vehicle. Such nu•ber 

plate shall be in eight series: one series fer owners of 

•otor cars, one for owners of •otor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type. one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the •otorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters R!CDM or the letters "!C" and the 

word "DEALER," one for franchised dealers in new •otor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used aotor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter "D" cr the word "DEALEB," one for dealers 

in used motor cars only (including usP.d trucks and trailers} 

which shall bear the distinctive letters •uo~ or the lette~ 

•o• and the vord "DEALER,• and one for dealers in trailers 

and;or semitrailers (new or used) which shall tear tbe 

-5-

2 

3 

II 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

111 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2J 

211 

25 

LC 092:;!/0 1 

distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the vord 

"DEALER,• and all such aarkings for the afore•entioned kinds 

of dealers• plates shall be placed on the nu•ber plates 

assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

•ay designate. &11 nn•ber plates fer meter vehicles shall be 

issued for a ainimu• period of four yea~s. provided that 

nu•ber plates shall ne~t be issued in the year 1976 and as 

often thereafter as is consistent vitb the frovi~ions of 

this section, shall bear a distinctive •arking, and shall be 

furnished by the state. In years vhen number plates are not 

issued, the registrar shall provide nonre•ovable stickers 

bearing appropriate registration nu•bers which shall be 

affi~ed to the license plates in use. 

(2) In the case of •otor cars and trucks, number 

plates shall be of aetal si~ inches wide and twelve inches 

in length, the nn•ber plates issued in the year 1916 to be 

of a graphic design co••eaorating the bicentennial of the 

founding of the United States of l•erica, and the word 

"ftontana• ~ith the year placed on the flate. For nn•ber 

plates issued after 1976. the outline of the state of 

~ontana shall be used as a distinctive border en such 

license Flates, and the word ·~ontana• with the year shall 

be placed across the botto• of the plate. Such registration 

plate shall be treated with a reflectorized background 

material according to specifications frescribed by the 
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registrar. An additional fee of one dollar (Jl.OO) per year 

for each registration of a vehicle shall be added to the 

registration fee. Revenue fro• this fee shall be for•arded 

by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer 

for deposit in the •otor yehicle recording account of the 

ear•arked revenue fund. Disburse•ents fro• the actor vehicle 

recording account shall be •ade by warrant drawn by the 

registrar. The distinctive registration nu•bers shall begin 

•ith a nu•ber one (1) or with a letter-nuaber coatination 

such as "I 1" or "ll 1.• or any other siailar coabination of 

letters and nu•bers and be nuabered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration nuaber or 

letter-nu•ber co•bination assigned to the Yehicle shall 

appear on the plate preceded by the nu•ber of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on tbe sa•e horizontal base 

line. and the county nu•ber shall be separated fro• the 

distinctive registration nu•ber by a separation aark unless 

a letter-nuaber coabination is used. The di•ensions of such 

numerals and letters shall be deter•ined by the registrar of 

aotor vehicles. proYided that all county and registration 

numbers shall be of equal height. 

(J) For the use of taz-exe•pt actor vehicles. in 

addition to the •arkings herein Froyided. number plates 

shall have thereon the follo•ing distinctive •arkings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar cf aotor 
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vehicles may designate the prefi~ nn•ber f~r the various 

state departaents, and all nuabered rlates issued to state 

depart•ents shall tear the words "State Owned" and no year 

number vill be indicated thereon as these nuabered rlates 

will be of a peraanent nature. and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor Yehicles at such tiae when the physical 

condition of nuabered plates requires sa•e. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, •unicipalities, irrigation £istrici§ 

Qr~nized under the laws of ~ontana and y2!__£££~ting__!Q£ 

£rofit, and school districts and used and operated by 

officials and eaployees thereof in line of duty as such. and 

for vehicles on loan fro• the united States govern•ent or 

the state ~f "ontana. to, or owned by. the ciwil air patxol 

and used and operated by officials and e•Floyees thereof in 

the line of duty as such. there shall be placed en the 

number plates assigned thereto, in such position tbereoD as 

the registrar aay designate. the letter •1• or the word 

nEXEMPT.K Distinctive registration nuabers for plates 

assigned to aotor vehicles of eacb cf th~ ccunties in the 

stat~ and those of the •unicipalities an~ school districts 

situated within each of said counties ~yd tho§~-2i_ibe 

!rrigi!!i£.!L1i§!ll£~which~.!JL£lates_J!ithin each couDtJ: 

shall begin with nu•ber 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(4) en all nnaber plates assigned to motor Yehicles of 

the truck and trailer type. ether than taz-e~eapt trucks and 
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trailers, there shall appear the letter wT" or the vord 

"TBUCK" for plates assigned to trucks and the letters "TB" 

or the word "TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

housetrailers, and the letters "ftC" or the vord "CTCt!" for 

plates assigned to vehicles of the aotorcycle type. 

6 Nnaber plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

7 or vehicle of the aotorcycle type aay be transferred only to 

6 a replaceaent passenger car, truck, trailer or aotorcycle 

9 type vehicle. 

10 (5) For tbe purpose of this act, the several counties 

11 of tbe state shall be assigned nuabers as follows: Silver 

12 Bow, 1; cascade, 2; lellovstone, 3; !issonla, 4; Levis and 

13 Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7; Fergus, 8; Povder River, 

14 9; carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Rill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Coster, 

15 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; aoosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

16 Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big Horn, 22; 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

!!nsselshell, 23; 

:Richland, 21; 

Blaine, 24; 

Powell, 28; 

!!adison, 25; 

Rosebud, 29; 

Pondera, 26; 

Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 

Pallen, 39; sveet Grass, 

Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

40; !!cCone, 41; carter, 42; 

22 Broadwater, 43; iheatland, 4Q; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

23 Keagher, 47; Liberty, ~8; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

2q 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; ~ineral, 54; Petroleu•. 

25 55; Lincoln, 56; any nev counties shall be assigned nu•bers 

-9-

2 

LC 0922/01 

by the registrar of motor vehicles as they aay be fcr•ed, 

beginning with the on•ber 57." 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 136-?7 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request re..:aived January 21 19 _]]_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ._ Senate Bill 155 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

This bill exempts property of irrigation districts from taxation and it exempts equipment, 
machinery, motor vehicles, and other personal property belonging to irrigation districts 
from state, county, or municipal taxation. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

If this bill were enacted the effect on state and local revenue would be minimal. Real 
property of irrigation districts is currently not subject to property tax because section 
84-206 R.C.M. 1947 requires that such property be treated as similar facilities belonging 
to the state or federal government are treated. 

Without surveying the assessors of all 56 counties, it is impossible to give a precise ~ 
figure for the taxable value of irrigation district property which is now taxed. However, 
it is estimated that such property has a total taxable value of no more than $200,000 so 
that the total amount of tax involved probably does not exceed $40,000. This decrease 
will be distributed among counties which have been taxing property of irrigation districts. 

PREPARED BY DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

~ Ot'. cit-.. •• 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning ~ 

Date: / -·~ <..- 1 J 
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1 BILL POR 11 lC! !W!I!L!D: •11 lCT !0 lB!ID S!CTIOI 

84-202, B.C.!. 191J7, TO EI1!!PT PBOP!RT! or IRRIGlTIOI 

DISTRICTS FROB !lllTIOI liD TO l!IID SBCTIOI 89-1702, B.C.!. 

19.7, TO !I!!PT EQOIP!EIT, !lCHIIBBI, !O!OR VBRICL!S, liD 

OTHER PERSOIIL PROPERTY BBLOIGIIG TO IRRIGlTIOI DISTRICTS 

PRO! STAT!, COOl!!, OB BDIICIPlL !lllTIOI; A!BIDIIG S!CTIOI 

53-106, a.c.a. 19-7.• 

BE IT !llCT!D Bl TB! LBGISLITDRB OP !BE S!l!! or !01!111: 

Sectioa 1. Sectioa 84-202, B.C.!. 1947 0 is aaeaded to 

read as follows: 

•84-202. ~eaptioas froa tazatiou. {1) Ca) Tbe 

property of the Daited States, the state, couaties, cities, 

towns, school districts, irrigation districts orgapiJeg 

under the laws of tonttna and aot operating for profit. 

aunicipal corporatioas, public libraries, buildiugs with 

laud they occupy and furnishings thereia owned by a church 

and used for actual religious worship aad for residences of 

the clergy, together with adjacent laud reasonably necessary 

for convenient use of such buildings o1ned by a church, such 

other property as is used ezclusively for agricultural aud 

horticultural societies, for edacatioual purposes, hospitals 
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aad places of burial not used or held for private or 

corporate profit, and institutions of purely pablic charity, 

evidence of debt secured by aortgages of record apon real or 

personal property ia the state of !ontaaa, aad public art 

galleries and public observatories not used or held for 

private or corporate profit. are ezeapt froa taxatioa, bat 

no sore land thaD is necessary for such parpose is exeapt. 

fb) Is used in this subsection, the tera •iastitutioas 

of purely public charity• shall iaclude orgaaixatious o•aiag 

and operatiag facilities for the care of the retired or aged 

or chronically ill •hicb are not operated for gain or 

profit; and the teras •public art galleries aad pablic 

observatories• shall aean only such art galleries and 

observatories whether of public or private ownership. as are 

open to the public. without charge or fee at all reaaoaable 

hours, aad are used for the purpose of educatioa only. 

(2) lhen a clubhouse or buildiug erected by or 

belonging to any society or organization of honorably 

discharged.Daited States soldiers, sailors or sarines who 

served in aray or nayy of United States, is used ezclusiyely 

for educational, fraternal, beaevolent or purely public 

charitable purposes, rather than for gain or profit, 

together witb the library and furniture necessarily used ia 

any such building, such property is ezeapt froa tazatiou, 

and all property, real or persoaal, ia the possession of 
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legal guardians of incoapetent Yeterans of the lorld lar or 

ainor dependents of such yeterans, where such property is 

funds or deri•ed fro• funds receiyed froa the Dnited States 

as pension, coapensatioa. iasurance, adjusted coapensation, 

or gratuity, shall be exeapt fros all taxatioa. as property 

of the United States while held by tae guardian, but not 

after title passes to the Yeteran or ainor in his or her ovn 

right on account of reaoYal of legal disability. 

(3J &11 household goods and furaiture, inclading 

clocks, ausical instruaents, sewing aachines, wearing 

apparel of sesbers of the fasily actually used by the owner 

for personal and doaestic purposes, or for furnishiag or 

equipping the faaily residence are ezeapt froa tazatioa. 

{IIJ freeport serchaadise shall be ezeapt 

taxation. Preeport aerchandise aeans those stocks 

fro• 

of 

serchandise sanufactured or produced outside this state 

which are in transit through this state aad consigned tc a 

warehouse or other storage facility, public or priYate, 

within this state, for storage in transit prior to shipaent 

to a final destination outside the state, and vhich haye 

acquired a taxable situs within the state. 

Stocks of aercbandise do not lose their status as 

freeport .. rchandise because while in the storage facility 

they are asseabled, bound, joined, processed, disasseabled, 

diYided, cut, broken in bulk, relabeled or repackaged. 
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lny person, corporation, fira, partnership, 

association, or other group seeking to qualify its prcperty 

for inclusion in this class shall aake application to the 

state departaent of reYenue in such aanner or fora as aay be 

required by the departaeat. 

{5) [The following agricultural products are ezeapt 

froa taxation:) 

(a) 111 unprocessed, perishable fruits and •egetables 

in fara storage and owned by the producer are ezeapt frca 

tazntion. 

(b) Ill nonperishable unprocessed agricultural 

products ezcept li.astock, held in possession of the 

original producer for less thaa se•en {7) aonths following 

haryest. 

(cJ LiYestock, defined as cattle, sheep, horses, or 

aales, which haYe not attained the age of nine (9) aonths as 

of the last day of any aonth. 

(6) Roneys and credits are ezeapt fro• tazation. 

(7) I capital inYestaent in a recognized nonfossil 

fora of energy generation is exeapt to the extent pro•ided 

under section 84-7403.• 

section 2. section 89-1702, a.c.R. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"89-1702. Exeaption of irrigation district property. 

The bonds issued under the proyisions of tbis act, rights of 
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way, ditches, flaaes, pipelines, da•s. vater rights, 

reser~oirs, aa• e\~&E peepeE-f ei li•a •••••••e•r esgipaeni£ 

•achinery. •otor Yehicles. and all other petsonal _£(2~ 

belonging to any irrigation district, shall organized undeJ 

the lavs cf !ontana apd not opetating for pJOfit &a! not be 

taxed for state, county, or aunicipal purposes.• 

Section 3. section 53-106, B.C.B. 19111, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

*53-106. luaber plates. (1) !Yery aotor yehicle which 

shall he dri•en upon tbe streets or highvays of this state 

shall display both front aud rear a nuaber plate, bearing 

the distinctiYe nuaher assigned such Yehicle. such uuaber 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owaers of 

aotor cars, one for owners of aotor Yebicles of the 

aotorcycle type. one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in Yehicles of the aotorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctiye letters "!CD" or the letters "!C" and the 

word •DElLER,• one for franchised dealers ia new aotor cars 

~including trucks aad trailers) or new and used aotor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter "D" or the word "DEALER," one for dealers 

in used motor cars only (including used tracks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distincti•e letters •on• or the letter 

"U" and the word "D!lL!B,• and one for dealers in trailers 

and;or seaitrailers (nea or used) vhich shall bear the 
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distinctiYe letters "DTB" or the letters "TB" and the vord 

"DEALER,• and all such aarkings for the aforeaentioned kinds 

of dealers• plates shall be placed on the nuaber plates 

assiqned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

aay designate. All nuaber plates for aotor Yehicles shall be 

issued for a ainiana period of four years, proYided that 

nuaber plates shall nezt be issued in the year 1976 and as 

often thereafter as is consistent with the proYisioas of 

this section. shall bear a distinctiYe aarking, and shall be 

furnished by the state. In years vhen aaaber plates are not 

issued, the registrar shall proYide aonreaoYable stickers 

bearing appropriate registration nnabers which shall be 

affixed to the license plates in use. 

(2) In the case of aotor cars and trucks, naaber 

plates shall be of aetal six inches vide and twel•e inches 

in length, the nuaber plates issued ia the year 1916 to be 

of a graphic design coaaeaorating the bicentennial of the 

founding of the United States of laerica, and the word 

•!ontana• vith the year placed on 

plates issued after 1976, the 

the plate. 

outline of 

Por naaber 

the state of 

eontana shall be used as a distinctiYe border en such 

license plates, and the vord •eontana" with the year shall 

be placed across the bottoa of the plate. such registration 

plate shall be treated vith a reflectorized background 

aaterial according to specifications prescribed by tbe 
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registrar. An additional fee of one dollar ($1.00) per year 

for each registration of a webicle shall be added to the 

registration fee. Beweaue froa this fee shall be foraarded 

by the respectiwe county treasurers to the state treasurer 

for deposit in the aotor wehicle recording account of the 

earaarked rewenue fund. Disburseaeats froa the actor webicle 

recording account shall he aade by warrant draan by the 

registrar. The distiDCtiwe registration nuabers shall begin 

with a nuaber oae {1) or aith a 1etter-nuaber coatination 

such as •1 1w or w11 1,• or any other siailar coabination of 

letters and nuabers and be auabered consecutiwely for each 

series o£ plates •. The distiactiwe registration nuaber or 

letter-nuaber coahiuation assigned to the wehicle shall 

appear on the plate preceded by the auaber of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the saae horizontal base 

line, and the county nuaber shall be separated froa the 

distinctiwe registration nuaber by a separation aark unless 

a letter-nuaber coabination is used. The diaensions of such 

nuaerals and letters shall be deterained by the registrar of 

aotor wehicles, prowided that all county aad registration 

nuabers shall be of equal height. 

{3) Por the use of taz-ezeapt aotor wehicles, in 

addition to the aarkings herein prowided, nuaber plates 

shall bawe thereon the following distinctiwe •artings: 

For wehicles owned by the state the registrar of aotor 
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wehicles mar designate the prefiz ou•ber for the warious 

state depart•eots, and all nu•bered plates issued to state 

departaents shall bear the words •state owned• and no year 

nuvber will be indicated thereon as these nu•bered rlates 

vill be of a pervaneot nature, and aill be replaced by the 

registrar of •otor webicles at such tiae when the physical 

condition of nuabered plates requires save. For wehicles 

owned by the counties, •unicipalities, irrigatiop districts 

organized under the laws of nontaaa and aot opeJatipq fer 

profit. and school districts and used and operated by 

officials and eaployees thereof in line of duty as such, and 

for wehicles on loan froa the United States gowernaent or 

the state of nontana, to, or owned by, the ciwil air FJtrol 

aad used and operated by officials and evployees thereof in 

the line of duty as such, there shall be placed on the 

nnaber plates assigned thereto, in such position thereon as 

the registrar vay designate, the letter •t• or the vord 

"EIB!PT.• Distinctiwe registration nuabers for plates 

assigned to aotor wehicles of each of the counties in the 

state and those of the aunicipalities and school districts 

situated within each of said counties aod those of t}§ 

irrigation ~istricts which obtaip plates withia each coapty 

shall begin aith nuvber 1 and be nuabered coasecutiwely. 

(41 oo all nuaber plates assigued to aotor wehieles of 

the truck and trailer type, otber than taz-eze•pt trucks and 
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trailers, there shall appear the letter •t• or the vord 

"TRUCK" for plates assigned to tracks and the letters "TB" 

or the vord "TRliLBR• for plates assigned to trailers, and 

4 boasetrailers, and the letters •ac• or the word •ctctB• for 

5 plates assigned to Yehicles of the aotorcycle type. 

6 Hnaber plates issued to a passenger car, track, trailer 

1 or vehicle of the aotorcycle type aay be transferred only to 

8 a replaceaent passenger car, track, trailer or aotorcycle 

9 type vehicle. 

10 (5) ror the purpose of this act, the several counties 

11 of tbe state shall be assigaed nuabers as follows: Silver 

12 Bow, 1; cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; !issoala, 4; Levis aad 

13 Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 1; fergus, 8; Powder River, 

14 9; carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Bill, 12; Ravalli, 13; custer, 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

1'; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; 

Chouteau, 19; Valley • 

Roosevelt, 

20; Toole, 

17; Beaverhead, 

21; Big Born, 

18; 

22; 

~asselshell, 23; Blaine, 

Richland, 27; Powell, 

24; Badison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; 

Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; 

Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 

Fallon, 39; sweet Grass, 

Broadwater, 43; ibeatland, 

Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

36; Daniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

4D; !CCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

23 !eagber, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

24 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; ~ineral, 54; Petroleu•. 

25 55; Lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned na•bers 

-9-
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by the registrar of •otor wehicles as they aay be for•ed, 

beginning with the na•ber 57.• 

-~nd-
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IJtja, t:?.t .J: ~ 

l BILL POJ 11 lC! l!Wfl!LID: •11 lC! !0 IIBID SEC!IOJ 

84-202. B.c.a. 1947• !0 !XBBP! PIOPBJ!Y Ol IIBIGI!IOI 

DIS!BICTS PBOB !lZl!IOI liD !0 IIIID SIC!IOI 89-1702. J.C.Io 

19-7• !0 l!Zl!IP! !QDIPBBI!. BICBIIl!BY. 10!01 lBBICLl!S• liD 

O!BKI PBBSOJIL PBOPBB!I BILOIGIIG !0 IIJIGI!XOI DIS!IIC!S 

FROB 5!1!1• CODI!I, 01 IUIICIPlL !lll!IOiz l!IIDIIS S~IOI 

53-106, a.c.a. 19-7.• 

Bl I! BIICTID Bl !BB LBGISLI!UJB or !81 StltB or IOitlll: 

sectioa 1. . sect.ioa 84-202. a.c;:.a •. tSII7 • ia aaaaiad to 

read as follows: 

•84-202. zseaptioas froa tasatioa. (1) cat !he 

property of the oaited States. t!le state. couaties. cities. 

toeaa. school diatricts. irrigatioa districts or!apited 

g1der tbe ltws of loJtapa tBd aot operatipg for profit, 

aunicipal corporatio1s. pablic libraries. baildiags with 

laad they occepy and farnis!linga thereia owned by a church 

a1d used for actaal religioas eorahip and for resideaces of 

the clergy. together with adjacent land reasolably 1ecessary 

for con•e•ient use of sach baildings owned by a church. such 

other property as is used ezclusi•ely for agricultural and 

horticultural societies. for educational purposes, hospitals 
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aad places of burial not used or held for pri•ate or 

corporate prof~t. aad institati01a of purely public charity. 

e•ideace of debt aecared by aortgagea of reeord upon real or 

personal property ia the state of Boataaa. aad pablic art 

galleries aad public cbser.atories aot aaed or beld for 

priwate or corporate profit, are exeapt froa tasatioa, but 

no aore laad than is aeceasary for such pwrpa.e is eseapt. 

(b) Ia used ia this subsection. the tara •Laatitatioas 

of purely public charity• sball iaclade orgaaiaatioas oaaiag 

and operatiag facilities for the care of the retired or aged 

or cbronically ill 'ahich are aot operated for gain or 

profit: and the teras •pahlic art talleriea aad peblic 

obserY&toriea• shall .... oaly such art galleries aad 

obseryatories whether of pablic or pri•ate oaaeraAip. as are 

opea to the publicp aithoat charge or fee at all reasoaable 

boars. aad are ased for the purpose of edacat~oa only. 

(2) lhea a clubhouse or building erected by or 

belonging to aay society or organizatioa of boaorably 

discharged·Oaited States soldiers, sailors or aariaes who 

ser•ed ia aray or aawy of United States, is used ezclas~•ely 

for educational. fraternal, beae•oleat or purely peblic 

charitable parposes. rather thaD for gaia or profit. 

together with the library aad furniture aecessarily used ia 

any such building. such property is eseapt froa tazation. 

and all property, real or persoaal, ia tt.e possessioa of 

-2- ::;g, /~5 
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leqal quardiaaa of iacoapetent ~et8ra11s of the aorld lar or 

aiaor dependents of such yeteraas, where each property is 

~aads or deri•ed fraa faads receiYed froa the U.ited States 

as peaai.oa, ca.peaaatioa, iasuraace, adjllAei COJFpeDBation, 

or qrataity, sha11 be ezeapt froa a11 tazatioa . .. JII:Operq 

of the DDited States while held by the guardian, hat not 

after titl.e pas-a to tile •eteraa or ainoE in Ills o:.: her on 

riq't oa accoa.at of ruonl of leqal !Usability. 

(3t &11 laoa-lloll goods aaa fu:.:aiture, iacludj;ag 

cl.oc:ta, aaaical iaatr .... ta, sewiat aachlaes, wea:.:iag 

appaE~ of aeahers of the faail.:r actually ... a by tile oaaer 

for per&oaal and daaeatic fal:poa88, or ~Or faraishiag OE 

egaippiag the faai1r resideace are e~apt f:.:aa tazatioa. 

flit freepo:.:t aerchandiae stall be ezeapt froa 

tasatioa. Preeport .. Echandise aeaas tlloae stocka of 

ae:.:chan4iae aanafactured or p:.:ola.ced outside this state 

which are in traaait through this state aad caasigaed to a 

warehouse or other atoraga facility, pablic or pri•ate, 

within this state, for storage ia transit prior to shipaent 

to a fiaal destination outside the state, and whicb haYe _,...._. 

actuired a tazable situs within tile state. 

stocks of aercllaadi- do. "iicit lose t.Hir states aa 

freeport .. rchaadiae because while in the starage facility 

they are asseabled, bound, joined, processed, disaaseabled, 

diwi4ed, cut, brokea ia bulk. relabeled or repackaqed. 
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AD} person. corporatioa, fire, partnership, 

associttion, or other group seeking to qualify its prcpert} 

foE iaclaaioa in this class shall uke application to the 

state d.,art-at of re•-- in sliCb aanaer er fore as aay be 

r~ired bJ tbe aepart .. at. 

{5) (Yile followiag agricaltaral products are ezeapt 

froa tazatioa: ] 

(a) .lll nproceued, periaballle fruita and wegetables 

is tara storage ua onea by the prodacer are e:ceapt froa 

taxation. 

fbt Ul noaperiahable aaproce-4 agricultural 

pTCHlactw ezcept 11-stock, hel4 ia poa-sioa of the 

ori9inal prol\acer for less tHil sewea (7) aoatlls following 

harweiS't. 

(c) Liw-.tock, 4efiae4 as cattle, &beep, horses, or 

aales, which hawe aot attaiaed tile aqe of niae (9) aonths as 

of tbe last day of any aoath. 

(6) Boaeys aaa credits are ezeept fro• ta•ation. 

(7) 1 capital inwestaeat in a recoqaised aoafossil 

fora of eaergy generation is ezeapt to tbe ezteat prowided 

under sectioa 811-71103.• 

Section 2. Section 89-1lG2, «.c.a. 19•7, is aaea4e4 to 

read as follows: 

•89-1702. Bseaption of irrigation district property. 

Yhe bonds issued under the proYisioas of this act, rights of 
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vay, ditches, flaaes, pipelines, daas, water rights, 

reservoirs, ••• a•••• pBepeR•f eC lika eaasae•••• eggipaeu!L 

aa£hinery, aotor vehicles, aad all other persopal ~~~ 

belonging to any irrigation district, saall organized upder 

the lays of &ontana and aot operttinq foi PIOfit ••I not be 

taied for state, coanty, or. aouicipal purposes.• 

Section 3. sectiou 53-106, B.C.!. 19117, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•53-106. auaber plates. (1) l'ivery actor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both fro11t and rear a unaber plate, beariug 

the distinctiwe nnaber assigned such vehicle. such anabar 

plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners of 

aotor cars, one for owners of actor vehicles of the 

aotorcycle type, one for trailers, one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the aotorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctiwe letters •aco• or the letters •sc• and the 

word "DElLER," one for franchised dealers ia nev actor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) or new and used aotor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter •o• cr the word "DEALER," one for dealers 

in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distinctive letters •oo• or the letter 

"D" and the word "Dl!ALEB,• and one for dealers in trailers 

andtor seaitrailers (new ~r used) which shall bear the 
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distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TB• and the word 

"DElLER," and all sucb aarkings for the aforeaentioned kinds · 

of dealers• plates shall be placed on the nuaber plates 

assigned thereto in such position thereon as the registrar 

aay designate. All nuaber plates far motor wehicles shall be 

issaed for a aini••• period of four years, provided that 

nuaber plates shall ne:Jtt be issued in the year 1976 and as 

often thereafter as is consistent with the provisions of 

this section, shall bear a distinctive aarking, and shall be 

furnished by the state. In years when nuaber plates are not 

issued, the regis~rar shall provide aonreaovable stickers 

bearing appropriate registration nuabers which shall be 

affi:Jted to the license plates in use. 

(2) In tke case of aotor cars and trucks, nnaber 

plates shall be of aetal sii iackes vide and twelve inches 

in length, the aumber plates issued in the year 1976 to be 

of a graphic design coaae•orating the bicentennial of the 

founding of the United States of Aaerica, and the word 

"!ontana• 'ith the year placed on the plate. Por nuaber 

plates issued after 1916, the outline of the state of 

~ontana shall be used as a distinctive border on soch 

license plates, and the word ·~ontana• with the year shall 

be placed across the botto• of the plate. such registration 

plate shall be treated with a reflectorized background 

aaterial according to specifications prescribed by the 

-~ 
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registrar. ln additional fee of one dollar ($1.00) per year 

for each registration of a yehicle shall be added to the 

registration fee. ReYenue froa this fee shall he for•arded 

by tae respectiYe county treasurers to the state treasurer 

for deposit in the aotor yehic~e recording account of the 

earaarted reYenue fund. Dishurseaents froa the actor •ehicle 

recording account shall be aade by •arrant dra•n by the 

registrar. The distiDCtiYe registration nuabers shall begin 

with a nuaber one (1) or aith a letter-nuaber conbination 

such as •1 1• or •11 1,• or any other siailar coabination of 

letters and nuabers and be nnabered consecntiYe~y for each 

series of plates. The distiactiYe registration nn•ber or 

letter-nuaber coabination assigned to the Yehicle shall 

appear on the plate preceded by the nnaber of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the saae horizontal base 

line, and the county nuaber sha~l be separated froa the 

distinctiYe registration nuaber by a separation aark unless 

a letter-anabar coabination is used. The diaensions of such 

nuaerals and letters shall be deteraiaed by tae registrar of 

aotor yehic~es, prowided that all conaty and registration 

nuabers shall be of equal height. 

(3) Por the use of taa-eseapt actor Yehicles, iR 

addition to the aarkings herein proyided, naaber plates 

shall haYe thereon the fol~oving distiactiYe aarkings: 

Por Yebicles owned by the state the registrar of aotor 
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vehicles may designate the prefis nnaber for the •arions 

state departaents, and all nuabered plates issued to state 

departaeats shall bear the words •state owned• aad no year 

nuaber will be indicated thereon as these nuabered tlates 

will be of a peraanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of actor Yebicles at such tiae when the physical 

condition of nuabered plates requires saae. Per Yehicles 

ovned by the counties, aunicipalities. irriqatiop di1tricts 

orqanited onder t•e lavs of nontana and not operatipq -121 

profit. and school districts and ased and operated by 

officia~ and eaployees thereof in line of duty as such, and 

for Yehicles on loan froa the United States goYernaent or 

the state of "ontana, to, or owned by, the civil air fatrol 

and used and operated by officials and eaployees thereof in 

the line of duty as such, there shall be placed on the 

nuaber plates assigned thereto, in such position thereoa as 

the registrar aay designate, the letter •1• or the word 

•EJEftPT.• Distiactive registration nuabers for plates 

assigned to aotor Yehicles of each of the counties in tbe 

state and those of the aaaicipalities and school districts 

sitaated within each of said counties and those of tbe 

irrigation districts which obtain plates within each couptJ 

shall begin with naaber 1 and be nuabered consecRtively. 

(4) On all nnaber plates assigaed to actor Yehicles of 

the truck aad trailer type, other than tas-eseapt txucts and 
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trailers. there allall appear the letter ·~· or the word 

•7BDCK• for plates .. sigaad to tracks aa4 the letters ·~•· 

or tile word -raax~••• for plates assigaed to trailers. and 

' lloasetr.ailers, aad the letters •ac• or the word •cYct.- for 

5 plates .. sigaad to .. ~clas of the aotorcycla type. 

6 laaber plates issaaa to a passenger car, track, trailer 

7 or aahicle of the .atOECJCle type aay be traasferred oaly to 

8 a replaceaeat passenger car. track. trailer or aotorcycle 

9 type aehicle. 

10 (5) For the prpon of this act, the aeaeral conaties 

11 of the state shall he assigaed aaabers as follows: Silwer 

12 Boa. 1; Cascaaa., 2; YellOIIatoae. 3; lissoala, Ia; teals aad 

13 Clark, 5; &allatia., 6; Plathead, 7; Pergaa. 8; Powder Blear, 

14 9; Carboa., 10; Phillips, 11; Bill., 12; laaalli, 13; Caster, 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

1'; Lake. 15; Daw-a., 16; Boosewelt, 11; Baawarllead, 18; 

Clloateaa. 19; Ialley, 20; ~oole, 21; Big Born, 22; 

a-selshell, 23; Blaine, 24; lladison, 25; Pondera, 26; 

Richland, 21; Powell, 28; Rosebud. 29; Dear Lodge, 30; 

~ton., 31; Stillwater, 32; 'treasure. 33; s•eridaa, 311; 

S&D4ers. 35; .Jaditll Basi a, 36; Daniels. 37; Glacier, 38; 

Pallo a, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; llCCone. U; Carter, la2; 

Broadwater. Ill: IJieatlad, U; Pxairie, •s; Graaite, 116; 

23 Baagher, 47; LibertJ, 48; Park. la9; Garfield, 50; Jeffersoa, 

2' 51; libaaz, 52; Goldea Ialley, 53; Bineral. Sa; Petroleaa, 

25 55; Liacola, 56; any aea counties shall be assigaed aoabers 
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by tbe re9istrar of aotor yehicles as they aay be foraed, 

begianiag aitJI t~e aaaber ~1.• 

-Ead-
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SENATE Bill NO. 155 

l~TRUDUCED BY HAZELBAKERt McOMBERt ETCHARTo DUNKLE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

84-202, R.C.M. 1947• TO EXEMPT PROPERTY OF lKRIGATION 

DISTRlCTS FROM TAXATION AND TO AMEND SECTION 89-1702, R.C.M, 

1947o TO EXEMPT EQUIPMENT, MACHINERY, MOTOR VEHICLES, AND 

OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY BELONGING TO IRRIGATION DISTRICTS 

FRO~ STATE, COUNTY, OR MUNICIPAL TAXATION; AMENDING SECTION 

53-106, R.C.M. 1947,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 84-202, R.c.M. 1947o is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"84-202. Exe~ptions from taxation. ( 1) (a) The 

property of the United States, the state, counties, cities, 

towns, school districts, iLLigatjon djstrjcts organized 

under the laws of Montana and ngt oQeratjng for profjt, 

~unicipal corporations. public libraries, buildings with 

land they occupy and furnishings therein owned by a church 

and used tor actual religious worship and for residences of 

the eleroy, together with adjacent land reasonably necessary 

f~r conveni~nt use of such buildings owned by a church, such 

other oroperty as is used exclusively for aqricultural and 

horticultural societies, for educational purposes, hospitals 
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and places of burial not used or held for private or 

corporate profit. and institutions of purely public charity, 

evidence of debt secured by mortgages of record upon real or 

personal property in the state of Montana, and public art 

qalleries and public observatories not used or held for 

private or corporate profit, are exempt from taxation, but 

no more land than is necessary for such purpose is exe~pt. 

(bl As used in this subsection, the term •institutions 

of purely public charity• shall include organizati~ns owning 

and operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged 

or chronically ill which are not operated for gain or 

profit; and the terms "public art qalleries and public 

observatories• shall .ean only such art galleries and 

observatories whether of public or private ownership, as are 

open to the publico without charge or fee at all reasonable 

hours, and are used for the purpose of education only, 

(l) "hen a clubhouse or building erected by or 

belonqing to any society or organization of honorably 

discharqed United States soldiers, sailors or .arines who 

served in ar~y or navy of United Stateso is used exclusively 

for educational, fraternal, benevolent or purely public 

charitable purposes, rather than tor gain or profit, 

together with the library and furniture necessarily used in 

any such buildioq, such property is exempt from taxation, 

and all property, re31 or personal, in the possession of 

-2- SB 155 
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leqal quardians of incompetent veterans of the World War or 

minor dependents of such veterans, where such property is 

funds or derived from funds received from the United States 

as pension, compensation, insurance, adjusted co.pensation, 

or gratuity. shall be exempt fro. all taxation as property 

of the United States while held by t~ guardian, but not 

after title passes to the veteran or minor in his or her own 

right on account of removal of legal disability. 

(3) All household goods and furniture, including 

clocks• IIUS ical instruments, sewing machines. wearinq 

apparel of •embers of the family actually used by the owner 

for personal and do~stic purposes, or for furnishing or 

~quippinq the family residence are exempt from taxation. 

(4) Freeport merchandise shall be exempt from 

taxation. Freeport merchandise means those stocks of 

merchandise manufactured or produced outside this state 

which are in transit throuqh this state and consiqned to a 

warehouse or other storage facility, public or private, 

within this state, for storage in transit prior to shipment 

to a f ina 1 destination outside the state, an•j which have 

acquired a taxable situs within the state. 

Stocks of merchandise do not lose their status as 

freeport merchandise because while in the storaqe facility 

they are assembled, bound, joined, processed, disassembled, 

dividPd, cut, broken in bulkt relabeled or repackaaed. 
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Any person, corporation, fir•• partnership, 

association, or other group seeking to qualify its property 

for inclusion In this class shall make application to the 

state department of revenue in such manner or form as may be 

required by the department. 

1~1 [The following agricultural products are exempt 

from taxation:] 

(a) All unprocessed, perishable fruits and vegetables 

in farm storage and owned by the producer are exempt from 

taxation. 

{b) 

products 

All nonperishable 

except livestock, 

unprocessed agricultural 

held in possession of the 

original producer for less than seven (7) •onths following 

harvest. 

(c) livestock• defined as cattle, sheep, horses, or 

mules, which have not attained the age of nine (9) months as 

of th~ last day of any month. 

(b) Moneys and credits are exempt from taxation. 

(7) A capital investment in a recognized nonfossil 

form of energy generation is exempt to the extent provided 

under section 84-7403.• 

Section 2. Section 89-1702, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•s9-1102. Exe-rtion of irriqation district property. 

The bonds issued under the provisions of this act, rights of 
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way. ditches, flumes, pipelines. dams, wate~ rights, 

res~rvoirso s~-etfter-~reper~y-o+-++~e-~her~tery egujpment. 

sachjnery, matgr yehjcles. and all other persgnal property 

belonging to any irrigation districty~fte++ organized under 

the laws gf Montana and not operatjng for profit may not be 

taxed for state, county, or aunicipal pu~poses.• 

Section 3. Section 53-106, R.c.H. 1947o is amended to 

read as follo~o~s: 

•53-106. Nu•ber plates. Il) Every motor vehicle which 

shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this state 

shall display both front and rear a number plate. bearing 

the distinctive nu~ber assigned such ve~icle. Such number 

plate shall be in ei~ht series: one series for owners of 

motor cars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type, one for trailerso one for trucks• one for 

dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letters •Mco• or the letters •Me• and the 

word "OEALERo" one for franchised dealers in new motor cars 

(incluaing trucks and trailers) or new and used motor cars 

(including trucks and trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter •o• or the word "OEALERo" one for dealers 

in used motor cars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter 

"U" and the word "OEALERo• and one for dealers in trailers 

andtor semitrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 
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distinctive letters "OTR" or the letters "TR• and the word 

"DEALi:F:o" and all such n1arkings for the aforeaentioneo kinds 

of dealers• plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned therPto in such position thereon as the registrar 

aay designate. All nuMber plates for motor vehicles shall be 

issued for a minimum period of four years, provided that 

number plates shall next be issued in the year 1976 and as 

often thereafter as is consistent with the provisions of 

this section, shall bear a distinctive marking• and shall be 

furnished by the state. In years when nuMber plates are not 

issuedo the re9istrar shall provide nonre.avable stickers 

bearing appropriate registration numbers which shall be 

affixed to the license plates in use. 

(2) In the case of .ator cars and trucksw number 

plates shall be of •etal six inches wide and twelve inches 

in length• the nu•ber plates issued in the year 197b to be 

of a graphic design co~emoratinq the bicentennial of the 

founding of the United States of America, and the word 

•Montana" with the year placed on the plate. For nuMber 

plates issued after 1976, the outline of the state of 

Montana shall be used as a distinctive border on such 

license plates, and the word "Montana• with the year shall 

be placed across the bottom of the plate. Such registration 

plate shall be treated with a reflectorized background 

material according to specifications prescribed by the 
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registrar. An additional fee of one dollar (Sl.OO) per year 

for each registration of a vehicle shall be ~dded to the 

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded 

by the respective county tre~surers to the st~te treasurer 

for deposit in the •otor vehicle recording account of the 

ear•arked revenue fund. Disburs~ents fra. the motor vehicle 

recording account shall be made by warrant drawn by the 

registrar. The distinctive registration numbers shall begin 

with a number one (1) or with a letter-number combination 

such as •A 1• or •AA lo• or any other similar combination of 

letters and numbers and be numbered consecutively for each 

series of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle shall 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal base 

line, and the county number shall be separated from the 

distinctive registration number by a separation mark unless 

a letter-number coabination is used. The dimensions of such 

numerals and letters shall be determined by the registrar of 

motor vehicles, provided that all county and registration 

nu•bers shall be of eq~al height. 

(3) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided, number plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive markings: 

For vehicles owned by the state the registrar of motor 
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vehicles may designate the prefix number for the various 

state departments, and all numbered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words "State Owned• and no year 

number will be indicated thereon as these numbered plates 

will be of a permanent nature, and will be replaced by the 

registrar of motor vehicles at such time when the physical 

condition of numbered plates reouires same. For vehicles 

owned by the counties, municipalities. jrrjgatjon djst~ 

organjzed yoder the Jaws gf Hpntana and not ogeratjng fgr 

profit• and school districts and used and operated by 

officials and employees thereof in line of duty as such, and 

for vehicles on loan from the United States government or 

the state of ~ontanao too or owned by, the civil air patrol 

and used and operated by officials and employees thereof in 

the line of duty as such, there shall be placed on the 

number plates assigned thereto, in such position thereon as 

the registrar •ay designate, the 

•EXEHPT.~ Dist!n~tiye registration 

letter •x• or the word 

numbers for plates 

assiqned to motor vehicles of each of the counties in the 

state and those of the municipalities and 

situated within each of said counties 

s~hool districts 

and those of the 

irrjgatigo districts which gbtajn plates witbin each cgunty 

shall begin with number 1 and be numbered consecutively. 

(4) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks and 
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trailers, there shall appear the letter •T• or the word 

•TRUCK• for plates assiqned to trucks and the letters •TR• 

or the word •TRAILER" for plates assigned to trailers, and 

4 housetrailers, and the letters "MC• or the word •CYCLE" for 

5 plates assigned to vehicles of the aotorcycle type. 

6 Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck, trailer 

1 or vehicle of the motorcycle type may be transferred only to 

B a replacement passenger car, truck, trailer or motorcycle 

9 type vehicle. 

10 151 For the purpose of this acto the several counties 

11 of the state shall be assigned nu•bers as follows: Silver 

12 Sow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3; Hissoul~, 4i Lewis and 

13 Clarko 5; Gallatin, 6; flathead, li Fergus, B; Powder Rivero 

14 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill, 12i Ravallio 13; custer, 

15 14; Lakeo 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; 

16 Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; ~oolet 21; Big Horno 22; 

17 Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madisono 25; Pondera, 26; 

16 Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer lodge, 30; 

19 Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; 

20 Sanders, 35; Judith Basino 36; Oaniels, 37; Glacier, 38; 

21 Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41; Carter, 42; 

22 Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Granite, 46; 

23 Mea~hero 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 

24 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral, 54; Petroleu~, 

25 55; lincoln, 56; any new counties shall be assigned numbers 
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by th~ registrar of motor vehicles as they •ay be for•ed, 

beginnino with the number 57.• 

-End-
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