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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED> "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CLOSURE OF REGISTRATION 30 DAYS PRI~R TO ELECTION, TO RE~OVE 

POSTI~~ REQUIREMENTS FOR NOTICES, TO HOLD PRIMARY ELECTIJNS 

ON THE FIRST TUESDAY FOLLOWING THE FIRST MONDAY IN JUNE, AND 

TO SIMPLIFY AND REDUCE THE COST OF ADMINISTER lNG 

REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS; AMENDING S~CTIJNS lb-202bo 

23-2704, 23-2902, 23-2903, 23-301lo 23-30lbt 23-3201t 

23-3204, 23-3301 0 23-3303, 23-3505, 23-4D06o ANO 37-107o 
' 

R.C.H. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Section lb-2026, R.c.M. l947o is amendad to 

read as follows: 

"lb-2026. Registration. Upon the adoption of the 

r.,:osol~tion cal1in-J for thB election• the :.ounty cJer-k must 

cause to be published in the official newspaper of the 

county a notice-. signed oy him, stating that re':! i strat ion 

for such oond election ~ill close at noon on the f+fteeftth 

~~b day ?rior to the dat2 for holding such election and at 

that time the reJistration books shall be> closed for such 

el~ction. Such notice mustoe publ isn~d at l2~st t2n {10) 

days prior to the day when such re~istration books will b2 
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closed. 

After the closing of the registration books for such 

election the county clerk shall pro~pt1y prepare lists of 

the registered electors of such voting precinct who are 

entitled to vote at such election, and shall prepare 

precinct registers for such election, as provided in section 

23-3012• and deliver the sa-a to the judges of election 

prior to the opening of the polls. It shall not be necessary 

to publ Ish or post such 1 i st. of qual i f.i ed el ectors.• 

Section 2. Section Z3-27G4, R.c.H. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follo.,s: 

•23-2704. Notice and closing of registration for 

elections on incurring of state indebtedness other than for 

refunding or levy of tax. (1) If the question of state 

Indebtedness, issuance of bonds or debentures other than for 

refunding, or the levy of a tax for state purposes, Is 

sub~itted at an election other than a general biennial 

election, the registrar of each county shall publish in the 

officiaJ county newspaper, a notice signed by him, stating 

that registration will close at noon on the fo~+eth-t.a~t 

~ day prior to the date of the election unless the act 

providing for the su~~ission of the question fixes a 

different tiae for the giving of notice. The notice shall be 

published ten (10) days or more prior to the date when 

registration will be closed unless the act providing for 
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sub•ission of the question fixes a different time for 

closing registration. 

121 If the question is to be submitted at a general 

biennial election. notice and the closing of registration 

shall be governed by the laws applying to ~eneral biennial 

elections. The provisions of section 37-107• R. c. H. 1947 

apply to the printing and distribution of copies of the 

proposed" 1 aw. • 

Section 3. Section 23-2902• R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•21-2902. Publication and posting by county 

commissioners. When a proclamation prescribed by section 

23-2901 is received• the co.-issioners shall have a copy 

published in a newspaper published in the county if a 

newspaper is published therein. otherwise in a newspaper of 

general circulation therein~-eftd-she~+-p&St-s-eepy-te"-t~St 

deys-er-.ore-be*ore-~he-e+ee~+~-e~-eeeh-pe++~"g-p+eee.• 

Section 4. Section 23-2903, R.c.H. 1947r is amended to 

read as follows: 

•21-2903. Election procl a""'t ion by county 

-commissioners. When a special election is ordered by the 

commissioners• they must issue an election procla.ation 

containing the statesent contained in 23-2901 (l)o The 

statement must be published e"d-pes~ed in the same manner as 

a procla•ation issued by the governor." 
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Section 5o Section 23-30llr RoCoHo 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-3011. 

procedure. 11) 

registering to 

previous registration--Inquiry as to 

The registrar shall question each person 

ascertain whether he has previously 

registered in this state. If the person has previously 

registered• the registrar shall enter his name in a separate 

file which is indexed by counties. Cards for this purpose 

shall be in the form prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(2) Not more than three C3J days after closing the 

registration bookso the registrar shall forward the cards to 

the registrar where the applicant previously voteu by 

registere~ or certified mail. The delivery receipt shall be 

kept on file with other election records. 

(3) Upon receiving notice to cancel the registration 

of an elector, the registrar shall "immediately d,.--red 

+~"~o~ ~he eleeter"~ftewe-+~he-~eg~s~,.-~d-~-tfte 

reg+~trM~--eerd cancel the registration by deletioQ tile 

yoter•s name frOm'the regjstrv and plijcjng hjs~rd in ~ 

cancelled file." 

Section 6. Section 23-3016o RoCoMo l947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-3016. Close of registration-- procedure. (1) The 

registrar shall: 

(a) Close registrations as follows: t+t~~er-~h+rty 
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t39t-deys-be+~e-eny-+eder~+-e+eet+en~-tT~t 

Li1 at noon the day Defore election for voters entitled 

under the provisions of section 23-3724, ~.c.H. 1947, to 

register to that time; t~~~t 

iLil for +&rty-t~t ~ days before any election other 

than he~einabove provide~. 

(b) Immediately after closing registration send the 

secretary of state a certificate showing the number of 

voters registered in each precinct in a county; 

(c) S+xty-tt>et flLtx days before the election, publish 

notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county 
• 

specifying the day registrations will close end-po~-the 

~ot~~e-~"-eeen-~~eeT"~t. The published notice shall continue 

for a period of tweftty-t20t days. 

(21 The notice shall state that electors may register 

for the ensuing election by appearing before the registrar 

or before any deputy registrar as provided uy law nL_~ 

miill iniu ppst~id• a prope£llt-~ed re1Jistry !:...a..UL:ta 

~~QUnty registrar.• 

Section 1. Section 23-3201o R.c.H. 1947• is amended to 

raad as follows: 

•23-3201. Appointment of election judges and clerks --

second board of election judges-- duties. {1) At their 

~esular meeting next preceding a general primary election• 

th~ commissioners shall appoint five [5) election judges and 
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two (2) clerks for each precinct having t•e-htt~~ed-ti!99t 

2 220 or more electors and three {3) election judges and two 

3 (2) clerks for each precinct having less than two-fttlftft~ed 

4 treat 220 electors. Judges for new precincts shall be 

5 appointed based upon the estimated number of electors. 

6 I 21 If a precinct has three hundred fifty (350) or 

1 more electors, the commissioners may appoint a second board 

8 of five (5) election judges and two (2) clerks who shall 

9 have the saMe qualifications as the fiTst board. The second 

10 board shall: 

11 (a) Meet at their respective polling places as 

12 ordered; 

13 (b) C~unt and tabulate ballots as soon as the first 

14 board has completed their duties in regard to the voting. 

15 (3) If counting and tabulating the ballots is not 

16 completed by 8 a. m. on the day following the election. the 

17 first board shall reconvene and relieve the second joard 

18 unt i 1 8 P• mo when the second board shall again reconvene 

19 and rel~eve the first board until the ballots are counted 

20 and tabulateo. 

Z1 {4) The election judges constituting the boards shall 

22 number the ballots and count the tally upon the tally sheets 

23 and indicate upon the tdlly sheets the work of each board. 

24 The board completing the county shall certify the returns as 

25 requi~ed by law." 
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Section a. Section 23-3204, Ro(oHo 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-3204. Registrar to notify judges and clerks of 

their appointment and of impending general elections 

judges to post notices of election. 111 The registrar must 

notify the election judges and clerks in writing of their 

appointJRent. 

(2) Twenty (20) days or more before any general 

election• the registrar shall .ail ~-trt-fte~?ees a__QQL~ 

of the election to the election judges. The ftOtTee~ ~ 

shall be in the form prescribed by the secretary of state.• 

t3t--~n--t+&t--dSTS-or-~e-pr?o~to-the-e~e~ony-tfte 

eJee~+o~jadges-she++-post-~e-tyt-not+ee-ot-tfte-p+aee-wh~ 

~he~~.r++-tte-he~-eftd-the-oth--+..--e--ti-t--.,+--~ 

~~-pumJ+e-p+eees-+n-tfte-pree~~. 

Section 9. Section 23-3301, Ro(oM. 1947, is a.anded to 

read as follows: 

•23-33D1o Data of primary election -- candidates to be 

selected. The pri.ary election shall be held on the first 

Tuesday ~fLeL-tbe_fjrst "Hoodar in June preceding any general 

election to select candidates for: 

(1) United States senators and representatives in 

Longress; 

(2) Other 

officers; 

~ 

elective state, district, and county 
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(3) Delegates to any constitutional convention who 

will be chosen at the ensuing general election; 

(4) Lounty central committeemen and committeewomen by 

the political parties.• 

Section 10. Section 23-3303, R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•23-3303. Notices of election. tTt Twenty (20) days 

before any primary election, the registrar shall prepare 

printed notices of the election and mail twe-trt-ftOt+ee~ a 

~ to each judge of election. 

1 i! t· l'een j:ttdge 

rtot+e<!'s-+n1>UM+e-p+aees-+rt-the+r-pt-ee~. 

t3t 'Notices shall be in the form, and contain 

information, as prescribed by the secretary of state.• 

Section llo Section 23-3505, Ro(oHo 1947t is amended 

to read as follows: 

•z3-3505o Lompletion and posting of forms. 

(1) Immediately after all the ballots are voted in each 

precinct, the election judges shall copy the total vote5 

cast for each candidate and for and against each proposition 

on the blanks furnished by the registrars in the preceding 

section. 

(2) The election judges shall im•ediately post one of 

the blanks at the polling placey and ~e"d ~~a copy by 

as+J to the registrar.• 
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Section 12. Section 23-4006, R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"23-4006· Items to ~e sent to re~istrar by election 

judges manner of sending. (1) Before they adjourn, the 

election judges shall enclose in a strong envelope or 

packa~e, securely sealed and directed to the regis~rdr: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(2) 

Tne p~ecinct re~tste~s, 

The 1 ists of ~ersons challenged, 

Both of the pollbooks, 

Both of the tally sheets. 

The election judges shall enclose in a separate . 
package or envelope, securely sealed 

registrar. all unused ballots with 

and directed to the 

the nuabered stubs 

uttached. 

(3) The election judges shall enclose in a separate 

packa~e or envelope, securely sealed and directed to the 

registrar. all ballots voted includiny those not counteJ or 

allowed, and all detached stubs from ballots voted. This 

envelope shall be endorsed on the outside "ballots voted." 

(4) Each election judge shall write his name across 

th-2 seal of each of the envelopes or packa3eso The ballot 

box shall be returned to the registrar ~~~~~ 

~erson desi9nated by the re~i£££· 

(5) The envelopes or packages required by this section 

shall be d"l ivered to one (1) of the election judges chosen 
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by lot, unless otherwise agreed upon, before they adjourn. 

The judge shall deliver them to the registrar in person or 

by registered mail no later than 10 a. m. on the day 

following the election.• 

Section 13. Section 37-107, R.C.H. 1947, 

read as follows: 

is amend'3d to 

•31-101. Printing and distribution of measures. (1) 

The secretary of state shall furnish a copy of each of the 

proposed measures to be submitted to the people, and make 

requisition on the department of administration, for the 

printing and delivery to him of all proposed constitutional 

a111endments., initiative, and refe~endum measu~es to be 

submitted to a vote of the people. 

(2) The department of adainistration, shall, no later 

than five (5) weeks before any general or special election .. 

at which any proposed law is to be submitted to the people. 

hove printed a true copy of the title and text of each 

m~asure to be submitted, with the number and form in which 

the question will be printed on 

d~partment of administration 

the official ballot. 

shall call for bids 

The 

and 

contract with the lowest responsible bidder for the printing 

of the proposed law to ~e submitted to the people. 

[3) The pro~osed law to be submitteo shall be ~rinted 

anC forward~d to the county clerk and recorder of each 

county. 
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(41 The number of proposed measures to be printed 

shall be at least five per cent (5~) more than th~ number of 

qualified electors, as shown by the registration lists of 

4 the several counties of the state at the last preceding 

5 general election. 

6 (51 The information to be printed shall be printed in 

7 the following order as applicable: 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

ballot; 

(e) 

(f) 

I g) 

the statement of the secretary of state; 

the statement of the attorney general; 

the title and body of the proposed •easure; 

the •anner in which the measure will appear on the 

tne argument advocating approval of the measure; 

the argu•ent advocating rej"3ction of the measure; 

the argu-nt rebutting the argument advocating 

16 approval; and 

17 (hi the argument rebutting the argument advocating 

18 rejection. 

19 (6) The secretary of state shall distribute to 2ach 

20 county clerk, no later than four {4) weeks before the 

21 election at which the proposed measure(s) will be voted 

22 upon. a sufficient number of pamphlets to furnish one copy 

23 to every voter in his county. Each county clerk shall mail 

24 to each ~~~~e~ed-ve~eP ~~tal patron in the county 

25 at least one copy of the pamphlet within two (2) weeks from 
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the date of his receipt of the pa•phlets from the secretary 

of state.• 

-End-
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STATE 0~ MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 109-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 """"' 

In compliance with a written request re.:aived January 19 19 ?1__. there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill 143 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirtv-N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to provide for the closure of registration 30 days prior to election, to remove posting requirements for notices, 
to hold primary elections on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in June, and to simplify and reduce the cost 
of administering registration and elections. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. A larger number of voter pamphlets would need to be distributed. However, the additional cost can be absorbed 
by the Secretary of State. 

2. The number of precincts needing two (2) less judges is 200, and the reduction in cost due to the loss of two (2) 
judges is $60 per precinct. 

FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE: 

None. 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Local government would experience cost decreases as follows: 

Decrease due to removal of notice requirement 
Decrease due to reduction in number of judges 

Total cost reduction 

FY 78 

$ 1,926 
12,000 

$13,926 

FY 79 

$ 1,926 
12,000 

$13,926 

TOTAL 

$ 3,852 
24,000 

$27,852 

In addition to the above, the change in mailing procedure for voter information pamphlets would save employee time 
and postage costs; however, no figures could be compiled in the time allotted. 

TECHNICAL NOTE: 

Reports from post offices indicate that in some counties there are more postal patrons than registered voters and in some 
counties there are fewer. Sections of the law specifying how many pamphlets to print need to be amended to agree with 
change in mailing. 

~_s; o~. ~~~--r 
BUDGET DIRECTOR d 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: /-).. >- 77 .._, 


